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Freebie 
culture dan-
gerous for 
country: Modi
New Delhi: Prime Mi-
nister Narendra Modi on 
Saturday called freebies 
"rewari" and said people 
have to be watchful 
against this culture. He 
asserted that those with 
freebies culture will 
never build new ex-
pressways, new airports 
or defence corridors. He 
gave a call to collectively 
defeat this thinking and 
remove freebies culture 
from the politics of the 
country.He added the 
government is working 
on projects to provide 
amenities like pucca 
houses, railway lines, 
roads and infrastruc-
ture, irrigation and 
electricity projects away 
from this rewari culture.
Speaking after inaugu-
rating the Bundelkhand 
Expressway in Uttar 
Pradesh, the PM said 
such expressways will 
help connect neglected 
areas of the state. 

PATNA: Nitish Kumar 
on Wednesday took oath 
as Bihar Chief Minister 
for the eighth time, 
forming his alliance with 
RJD-led Mahagathband-
han. RJD leader Tejashwi 
Yadav took oath as his 
deputy in a ceremony at 
the governor's house in 
Patna.A larger cabinet 
expansion is expected 
within a week. Sources 
said that RJD being the 
largest party in the Ma-
hagathbandhan has de-
manded 19 seats in the 
Bihar cabinet and the list 
is to be finalised by party 
chief Lalu Yadav.  Nitish 
Kumar’s JD(U) is spec-
ulated to get 13 seats, 
the Congress 4 and 
Jitan Ram Manjhi 1 seat.
Talking to reporters after 
his oath, Nitish Kumar 
questioned the BJP for 
claiming that the newly 
formed grand alliance 
would not last its full 
term. He said, “Staging 
protest and making false 
claims is the only work 
left for them. Let them 
say what they want 
but I assure you that 
this government will 
continue and work hard 

for the development of 
Bihar”.He also threw a 
challenge to the BJP by 
saying that it needs to 
worry about its pros-
pects in 2024. He also 
used the occasion to 
urge all the opposition 
parties in the country to 
unite against the BJP-led 
NDA.“I have no aspira-
tions for any post. I don’t 
know where I will be in 
2024 but the questions 
which need to be asked 
whether the person who 

came in 2014 will return 
in 2024”, Nitish Kumar 
said after taking oath 
as Chief Minister for the 
eighth time.Top lead-
ers in JD(U) have been 
projecting Nitish Kumar 
as the opposition’s face 
for the 2024 general 
elections. Leaders in the 
JD(U) including Upendra 
Kushwaha have been 
saying that “no leader 
in the country has an 
image like Nitish Kumar 
and he can be made the 

PM's face in 2024”.Nitish 
Kumar ended his ties 
with the BJP-led NDA on 
Tuesday and announced 
a grand alliance with 
seven political parties 
in Bihar. Addressing the 
media after his oath 
Chief Minister Nitish 
Kumar said, “The party 
was not comfortable 
with the NDA and took 
a decision to quit the 
alliance”.He also cited 
a “conspiracy to split 
the JD(U)” as one of the 
main reasons behind 
snapping ties with the 
BJP.Sources said that 
after the oath Nitish 
Kumar called Lalu Yadav 
and briefed him about 
the political scenario in 
the state. Sources said 
that after the cabinet 
expansion Nitish Kumar 
may also visit New Delhi 
to meet Lalu Yadav and 
Congress president 
Sonia Gandhi to dis-
cuss future strategies.
According to RJD leaders 
here, “people were not 
happy with the agenda 
of the BJP. Bihar will 
grow under the leader-
ship of Nitish Kumar and 
Tejashwi Yadav”.

Hyderabad: As the battlelines are being prepared for 
the Munugode byelection, officials appeared to be under 
immense pressure to implement the Dalit Bandhu scheme 
in "saturation mode”, encompassing the SC population in 
the constituency.Only 38 households of the 100 identified 
beneficiaries were covered under the scheme so far. The TRS 
seeks to target the almost 40,000 Dalit voters in the constit-
uency and hoped that their support would tip the scales in 
its favour, sources said.The government was getting ready to 
push the idea of including the entire SC population under 
the scheme, according to official sources, even though only 
one village was covered as a "pilot project" till now, and 
ensure nearly all the families belonging to the SCs became 
beneficiaries. "The scheme will be implemented in the entire 
constituency and will be covered in saturation mode,” said an 
official of the SC Corporation.

TRS may play Dalit 
Bandhu card in 
Munugode

Sworn in as CM for eighth 
time, Nitish tells BJP to 'worry' 
about 2024 LS polls

TAKES SHORT Udaipur,Aug 
10 :In an act 
with potential to 
fill some of the 
breach between 
the two commu-
nities, Hindus 
rescued a ‘tajiya’ 
from fire during 
a Muharram 
procession which 
was being carried 
out barely a few 
metres from 
Kanhaiya Lal’s 
shop here.Lal, a 
tailor, was brutal-
ly murdered in a 
hate crime over 
a month back 
by two Muslims, 
sending the 
entire region on 
edge with fear 
of communal 
riots.The top of 
a 25-feet high 
tajiya caught fire 
Tuesday evening, 
as the procession 
made its way 
through narrow 
lanes in Mochi-
wada street.
Muslims revellers 
trailing behind 
the tajiya failed 
to notice the fire 

immediately, 
which was spot-
ted by locals who 
were witnessing 
the procession 
from their second 
or third floor 
balconies.Locals, 
when they 
spotted the fire, 
did not waste 
time and took it 
upon themselves 
to put it out and 
started throwing 
water at it.Ash-
ish Chowadia, 
Rajkumar Solanki 

and their family 
members kept 
pouring water 
on the struc-
ture from their 
balconies till 
the flames were 
doused, police 
said.“Not only 
was the incident 
averted, but it 
also became an 
example of com-
munal harmony. 
This incident has 
won everyone's 
heart,” district 
collector Tara 

Chand Meena 
said.Deputy SP 
(East) Shipra 
Rajawat, who 
was also present 
there, said the 
fire was probably 
caused by a short 
circuit or sparks 
from the incense 
sticks. After the 
Hindus extin-
guished the fire, 
Muslims thanked 
them by clap-
ping, she said.
She said that Mo-
chiwada street 
is close to Mal 
Das street where 
Kanhaiya Lal was 
murdered on 
June 28Kanhaiya 
Lal was murdered 
by two men — 
Riaz Akhtari, who 
is also referred 
to as Riyaz Attari, 
and Ghouse 
Mohammad.
After the murder, 
the two released 
a video wield-
ing the cleaver 
with which they 
hacked Lal, and 
said that he was 
beheaded for 
insulting Islam.

Indigenous vaccine 
launched to protect 
livestock from Lumpy 
Skin disease 
New Delhi: Union Agriculture and 
Farmers Welfare Minister Naren-
dra Singh Tomar on Wednesday 
launched the indigenous Lumpi-Pro-
VacInd vaccine to protect livestock 
from Lumpy Skin disease.The vac-
cine has been developed by the Na-
tional Equine Research Centre, Hisar 
(Haryana) in collaboration with the 
Indian Veterinary Research Institute, 
Izzatnagar (Bareilly).Describing this 
vaccine as a milestone for eradica-
ting the disease, Tomar said that li-
vestock, along with human resource, 
is the biggest asset of the country, 
and we have a big responsibility to 
preserve it and make it prosper.

Hyderabad: As
 part of Azaadi ka 
Amrit Mahotsav 
initiative, Aakash 
BYJU’S is organiz-
ing a major drive 
towards inclusivity 
and empowerment 
of girl students in 
the arena of private 
coaching for higher 
education through 
‘Education for All’, a 
nationwide project 
to offer free NEET 
and JEE coaching 
and scholarships to 
nearly 2,000 Class 
IX-XII students 
from underpriv-
ileged families, 
especially girls.
The launch took 

place across India 
simultaneously at 
45 locations with 
the main event tak-
ing place in Delhi 
that was attended 
by JC Chaudhry, 
Chairman, Aakash 
Chaudhry, Man-
aging Director and 
Abhishek Mahesh-
wari, CEO, Aakash 
BYJU’S along with 
other company 
officials.As per the 
project, all identi-

fied students will 
appear for Aakash 
BYJU’S National 
Talent Hunt Exam 
– 2022 (ANTHE 
2022) scheduled 
to be held between 
November 5 to 13 
across the country 
both in online and 
offline mode. The 
top 2,000 students 
would be given free 
coaching to Aakash 
BYJU’s NEET and 
IIT-JEE coaching 

programs, based on 
special consider-
ations.For identify-
ing the beneficiary 
students, Aakash 
will partner with se-
lect NGOs, who can 
nominate students 
from economically 
weaker section, 
only girl child, 
and single parent 
(mother).Aakash 
Chaudhry said, “the 
idea is to convert 
each of our centre 
in Aakash BYJU’S 
fast expanding net-
work as a centre of 
excellence not only 
in coaching but also 
in inclusivity and 
women empower-
ment.”

Aakash BYJU’S launches ‘Education for 
All’ to offer free NEET, JEE coaching 

Udaipur Hindus save 
'tajiya' from fire during 
Muharram procession

Bihar Chief Minister Nitish Kumar with his deputy Tejashwi 
Yadav during their swearing-in ceremony the at Raj Bhavan 
in Patna, Wednesday, Aug. 10, 2022. Nitish Kumar took oath 
as the Bihar Chief Minister for the eighth time. 
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TAKES SHORT

Hyderabad: 
The TRS is all set to 
start its campaign 
for the Munugode 
Assembly constitu-
ency byelection with 
a public meeting on 
August 25.While the 
Congress has held a 
meeting in Chandu-
ru in the constituen-
cy last week, the BJP 
has scheduled one 
on August 21, which 
will be attended 
by union home 
minister Amit Shah.
The TRS expected to 
declare its candidate 
after the August 
25 public meeting.
Party sources said it 
is not clear whether 
party president and 
Chief Minister K. 
Chandrashekar Rao 
will address this 
meeting. However, 
he will be address-
ing meeting in a 

couple of districts, 
and they could 
be aimed at the 
Munugode.Sourc-
es expect party 
working president 
K.T.Rama Rao and 
energy minister 
G. Jagadish Reddy, 
party incharge min-
ister for Nalgonda 
district, to head the 
show.For now, the 
TRS is adopting a 
low profile when 
compared with the 
BJP and Congress. 
The TRS leadership 
in Nalgonda district 
is quietly under-
taking ‘Operation 
Akarsh' by luring 
local constituency 
leaders and cadre 
of the BJP and the 
Congress into its 
fold.Incharges have 
been appointed for 
each village and 
mandal to lure Op-
position sarpanches, 

ward members in 
gram panchayats, 
MPTCs, ZPTCs 
into the TRS.
Party sources said 
the TRS is stron-
ger in Munugode 
with a majority 
of the sarpanch-
es, MPTCs and 
ZPTCs on its side.
For this reasons, 
the party leadership 
has decided to wait 
until BJP holds its 
public meeting and 
then mobilize more 
people to put up a 
bigger show.Mean-
while, the CM will 
embark on district 
tours from August 
14 and address pub-
lic meetings. He will 
visit Vikarabad on 
August 14 to inau-
gurate the integrated 
collectorate complex 
and party's district 
office.The CM will 
also meet warring 

factions in the 
party in Vikarabad 
and try to sort out 
matters. The party 
has been virtually 
split into two groups 
in Vikarabad by 
the political rivalry 
between Vikarabad 
MLA Pilot Rohit 
Reddy and MLC 
Patnam Mahender 
Reddy.The CM 
will later visit the 
Medchal-Malkajgiri 
district to inaugu-
rate the integrated 
collectorate complex 
and district office 
and address a public 
meeting later.Party 
circles believe that 
the CM's public 
meetings will high-
light the achieve-
ments of eight 
years of the TRS 
government and will 
indirectly contribute 
to the campaign for 
Munugode.

BJP leaders were 
never part of the 
freedom struggle, 
says Bhatti

TRS to kick start Munugode bypoll cam-
paign with public meeting on Aug. 25

Many TRS leaders ready to 
join BJP, says Etala

Hyderabad: Congress Legislature Party 
(CLP) leader Mallu Bhatti Vikramarka while 
contending that BJP leaders were never part 
of freedom struggle wondered why they 
were delivering lectures on India’s freedom 
movement.“The National Flag was not 
hoisted at the RSS office even 50 years after 
achieving independence. It is ridiculous 
that BJP leaders, the flag-bearers of the RSS, 
are creating hype in the name of ‘Azadi ka 
Amrit’. Mahatma Gandhi was assassinated 
by Nathuram Godse, who swore by the RSS 
ideology”, he said.The graph of Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi is on the downslide and 
it will continue to dip further, he said.To a 
question, he said that there were differences 
of opinion in the Congress but there were 
no differences among leaders. He said that 
Munugode has been a Congress citadel since 
1967 from where Palvai Goverdhan Reddy 
had recorded an emphatic win. Meanwhile, 
the party’s ‘Azadi ka Gaurav Yatra’ reached 
Khammam from Palair.Mulugu MLA Sita-
kka, who is spearheading the programme in 
Devagiripatnam, Jangalapalli, Kasimdevipet 
and Ramnagar Tanda in Mulugu district, 
said that BJP was speaking about the free-
dom struggle even though its contribution 
has been precious little.The Azad ki Guarav 
Yatra entered Jaipore mandal on Wednesday 
from Mandamarri in Adilabad district. DCC 
president K. Sureka, senior leaders Prem-
sagar Rao and Gaddam Vinod participated.
Anilkumar Reddy, DCC president, Ya-
dadri-Bhuvanagiri, took out a padayatra in 
Bhuvanagiri segment, while Ponnnam Pra-
bhakar did so in Sircilla district and Gandra 
Satyanarayna in Bhupalpally district.

HYDERABAD: Several TRS MLAs and other leaders were in 
touch with the BJP and would join it, said Huzurabad MLA 
Etala Rajendar. Those who had reached out did not want to face 
bypolls and had requested to keep the matter a secret for now 
as they would rather serve out their current terms, he said.Ra-
jendar, convener of the committee overseeing joining of leaders 
from other parties into the BJP, told Deccan Chronicle that a few 
thousand former sarpanches, MPTCs, and ZPTCs were waiting to 
join the BJP, as well as a few hundreds from other parties current-
ly holding such posts.“We also have three former ministers, and 
several former MLAs, as well as leaders from Congress ready to 
join the BJP,” he said.Slamming the TRS for launching a vicious 
made-up campaign about Komatireddy Rajgopal Reddy entering 
into a quid pro quo deal with the BJP, Rajendar said, “They are 
deliberately doing it. They got a third-class report prepared and 
are trying to demoralise Rajgopal Reddy’s followers and our party 
workers. But we have a way to counter this, and we will do this by 
exposing their misdeeds.”He said the BJP’s central leadership had 
decided that it would contribute to the strategy, planning and sup-
port the state BJP in winning the Munugode bypoll. “The party, 
from ground level, is united, and has a clear goal, that of winning 
Munugode, and later ending the TRS rule in the state,” he added.
To ensure that the BJP did not bleed as it did in Huzurabad with 
some of its  ground level leaders joining the TRS, Rajendar said 
one of the strategies in Munugode would be to ensure no non-TRS 
elected representative, whether from the district, mandal, or vil-
lage level, was coerced into joining the ruling party.Rajender said 
the TRS forced such ground level leaders in Huzurabad to join it 
with threats of stopping funds and so on. “But in Munugode, we 
will not let that happen. In the past, the intelligence wing was used 
to scare elected representatives. This time we will have the Elec-
tion Commission special officers in place to ensure this does not 
happen again,” he said.

Telangana forest department to use 
AI in wildlife conservation 
Hyderabad: Tech-
nology can be used 
for societal good. 
The ‘Forest AI 
Grand Challenge’, 
launched by Telan-
gana Artificial In-
telligence Mission 
(T-AIM) together 
with information 
technology compa-
ny Capgemini, has 
proved that new-
age technologies 
like artificial intel-
ligence can be used 
in wildlife conser-
vation, getting 
information about 
location, number 
and movement of 
animals across the 
forest area.This data 
can also be used 
to identify poten-

tial human-animal 
conflict zones as 
well as wildfire ha-
zards thus preven-
ting the loss of wil-
dlife. “The solution 
that we built can 
help forest officials 
move quickly from 
raw data to actio-
nable conservation 
insights. Our mo-
dels will help gather 
large-scale collec-
tion and processing 
of camera trap data 
information and 
integrate it with 
data from satel-
lite imagery. This 
provides us with 
a spatio-temporal 
density mapping of 
different species, 
both herbivores and 

carnivores,” Aa-
kash Gupta, CEO 
and Founder of 
Maharashtra-based 
Think Evolve 
Consulting, which 
was adjudged 

the winner of the 
‘Forest AI Grand 
Challenge’, told 
Telangana Today. It 
will receive mento-
ring support and an 
award of up to Rs 

20 lakh from Cap-
gemini for imple-
mentation of a pilot 
project with the 
Telangana Forest 
Department.“We 
have showcased 

a solution based 
on which forest 
officials can know 
about water bodies 
or any attempts at 
deforestation. The 
officials can use the 
animal count and 
movement data 
while planning eco-
tourism activities,” 
said Dr VSS Kiran, 
CEO of Hydera-
bad-based AI solu-
tions company Ga-
rudalytics. It is one 
of the three startups 
that evolved an 
AI-based Proof of 
Concept for wild-
life conservation. It 
has also got some 
enquiries about 
implementing its 
solutions for water 

body management 
in Himachal Pra-
desh.The Forest 
Department embar-
ked on this exercise 
in April with the 
aim of gathering 
detailed, large-
scale information 
about the estimated 
number, location, 
and range-specific 
(movement) beha-
viour of animals in 
the forest region. 
These data points 
will help in wild-
life conservation 
efforts. The chal-
lenge received 59 
applications and 12 
startups were given 
the opportunity 
to build a Proof 
of Concept.Three 

startups presented 
their solutions to 
a jury comprising 
experts in techno-
logy and wildlife. 
“In the true spirit 
of open innovation 
and collaboration, 
I am thrilled to see 
industry, startups 
and government 
come together for 
this excellent ini-
tiative led by Telan-
gana AI Mission,” 
said Jayesh Ranjan, 
Principal Secreta-
ry. “The Forest AI 
Grand Challenge 
brought many 
innovative ideas 
to the table,” said 
Anurag Pratap, VP 
and CSR Leader at 
Capgemini India.

TSPSC recruiting for Divisional 
Accounts Officer 
Hyderabad: In another opportu-
nity for unemployed youth and 
government job aspirants to en-
ter into government services, the 
Telangana State Public Service 
Commission (TSPSC) has issued 
a notification for general recruit-
ment to 53 vacancies of Divisio-
nal Accounts Officer (Works) 
Grade-II in Director of Works 
Accounts. Of the total vacancies 
notified, 28 are in multi-zone 
I and 25 in multi-zone II.A 
bachelor’s degree from a reco-
gnised university in the country 
is a pre-requisite educational 
qualification for the recruitment. 
The recruitment examination is 
likely to be held in the month of 
December. It will be conducted 
in the computer-based or OMR 
(offline) mode.The examination 

comprises paper-I with 150 ob-
jective type questions on general 
studies and general abilities 
and paper-II has 150 objective 
type questions on arithmetic 
and mensuration which is of 
SSC standard. The paper-I is 
for 150 marks with duration of 
150 minutes, while the paper-II 
conducted for 300 marks is to be 
completed in 150 minutes. Both 
paper-I and II will be conducted 
in English and Telugu languages.
Selection of candidates will be 
based on the marks secured in 
the written examination. Candi-
dates who qualify in the written 
test, in order of merit, will be 
called for verification of certifi-
cates, community and category 
wise for the vacancies available 
as required.Those eligible and 

interested in applying for the 
recruitment notification should 
first register themselves on the 
One Time Registration (OTR) 
through the official website of 
TSPSC www.tspsc.gov.in. Later 
on, they can submit the appli-
cation form. Those who already 
have registered in OTR can ap-
ply by login to their profile using 
their TSPSC ID and date of birth 
as provided in OTR.The regis-
tration process will begin on the 
commission’s website on August 
17 with the last being September 
6. Candidates who successfully 
submit their application form 
can download the hall tickets 
from the website from seven 
days prior to the examination.

Wake Up Telangana | HYDERABAD | THURSDAY |  AUGUST 11,2022

BJP leader Etala Rajendar leading a bike rally in Devarakadra constituency on Wednes-
day as part of BJP's 'Palle Gosa-BJP Bharosa' programme
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New Delhi: Tejashwi Yadav, 
who took oath today with Bihar 
Chief Minister Nitish Kumar, 
had a bunch of messages to 
respond to from friends and 
well-wishers. Among them was 
one from KT Rama Rao, Telan-
gana minister and son of Chief 
Minister K Chandrashekar Rao.
"Many congratulations to Sri 
@yadavtejashwi Ji on being 
sworn in as the Deputy CM 
of Bihar. My warm regards to 
you in your new role & wish 
you the best in serving the 
people," read the message from 
the 46-year old."Thank you 
brother," read the response 
from Mr Yadav, who at age 32, 
is one of the youngest political 
leaders in the country. Cricket-
er-turned-politician Tejashwi 
Yadav is the political heir of 
Lalu Yadav, veteran leader from 
Bihar, and has been managing 
party affairs for years now.The 
former deputy of his father's 

frenemy Nitish Kumar, he had 
spent over two years as Bihar's 
Leader of the Opposition when 
Mr Kumar ended the Grand 
Alliance with the Congress and 
Mr Yadav's Rashtriya Janata 
Dal, citing the corruption cases 
against him.But over the last 
months, both sides patched up 
and today, he took oath, set to 
be back as Mr Kumar's Deputy 
in Bihar again.Such ups and 
downs, though, have not fallen 
the way of Mr Rama Rao, or 
KTR, as his supporters call him.
The son of Telangana's first 
Chief Minister, Mr Rama Rao 
has been handling party affairs 

of Telangana Rashtra Samithi 
as its Working President since 
December 2018.He is also in 
charge of IT, Industries and 
the Commerce portfolios in 
his father's government, of 
which he has been a part since 
Telangana got statehood.The 
bonhomie between the heirs 
of the country's two eminent 
political families reflect the 
slow coming together of the 
opposition parties ahead of the 
2024 general elections.The se-
nior Mr Rao has been working 
towards a non-Congress-non-
BJP coalition since before the 
2019 general elections, which 
has failed to materialise so far.
Mr Yadav's boss, Nitish Kumar, 
is said to have his eye on lead-
ing the opposition in the 2024 
general elections. The BJP has 
claimed that he wants to be the 
Prime Minister and broke their 
alliance for the second time for 
his national ambitions.

"Thanks Brother": Tejashwi 
Yadav's Response To This 
Opposition Leader

Bengaluru: Karnataka 
Chief Minister Basavaraj 
Bommai will stay in the top 
post at least till the next 
assembly election, which 
is less than a year away, 
sources in the Delhi BJP 
have confirmed amid much 
speculation on the matter 
in the state. There has been 
a buzz about a change by 
August 15, but sources 
in Delhi ruled out such 
a possibility.Confirming 
that the party is "not happy 
with Bommai," a senior 
BJP leader in Delhi said, 
"One must remember that 
Mr Bommai was selected 
by Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi after consulting 
with BS Yediyurappa and 
the RSS (BJP's ideological 
mentor Rashtriya Swayam-
sevak Sangh"So definitely 

they will not change him 
now, and even if the high 
command does that, they 
will be risking their image 
just ahead of elections," 
he added.The leadership 
change rumours started 
after Union home minister 
Amit Shah met Mr Bom-
mai and is said to have tak-

en up the issue of alleged 
law and order failure in the 
state.Basanagouda Patil, 
the MLA from Bijapur city 
assembly constituency who 
predicted that Mr Yeddi-
yurappa will be replaced, 
has been vocal this time 
too. Another state BJP 
leader, B Suresh Gowda a 

former MLA, added to fuel 
to the fire Mr Yeddiyurap-
pa has staunchly rebuffed 
the rumours. "There is no 
question of changing the 
Chief Minister when state 
elections are just sev-
en-eight months away. The 
rumours on Chief Minister 
change must stop now," he 

told reporters.The confu-
sion has greatly cheered 
the opposition Congress, 
which has called Mr Bom-
mai a "puppet Chief Min-
ister"."Basavaraj Bommai 
is being controlled by the 
high command and he has 
not been allowed to work 
freely. That is hampering 
the development of the 
state. The original BJP 
leaders are not happy with 
Mr Bommai. They feel that 
a newcomer to the party 
has been made the Chief 
Minister," said working 
president of Karnataka 
congress Saleem Ahmed. 
Mr Bommai, who was 
supposed to visit Delhi last 
week, has tested positive 
for Covid. Sources said 
once he recovers, a cabinet 
expansion is expected.

No Leadership Change In Karnataka, Assure 
Delhi BJP Sources

Probe Agency Seizes Rs 
5 Lakh From Arrested 
Jharkhand Congress MLA's 

New Delhi: Defence Minister Rajnath Singh 
on Wednesday described Home Minister Amit 
Shah as "Nepathya Ke Nayak" (backstage hero) 
who has worked without any desire for credit 
and stuck to his duties despite bittersweet 
experiences in life.Releasing the book "Shab-
dansh", a collection of Mr Shah's speeches on 
a variety of issues, Mr Singh said the home 
minister combines the rare mix of politics and 
spirituality and added that the range of his 
study will surprise many people."It will not be 
an exaggeration to say Mr Shah is a backstage 
hero. He has no desire for credit. He remains 
in the background and does so many big 
works for the government and the party and 
still gets time to study so much," the senior 
BJP leader said about his colleague.Mr Shah's 
life has been a laboratory and had its share of 
bittersweet memories, Mr Singh said, noting 
that the Gujarat leader had to spend several 
months in jail, a reference to the Sohrabud-
din Sheikh fake encounter case in which he 
was later acquitted by the court of all charges.
Investigation agencies harassed him so much, 
he said, noting that Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi, then chief minister of Gujarat, was also 
targeted, a reference to the Gujarat riots case 
in which the SIT gave him the clean chit later.
Mr Shah had faith that truth will come out and 
it did, he added."Shah went wherever probe 
agencies summoned him and never raised 
a hue and cry or launched an agitation," Mr 
Singh said, in an apparent swipe at the Con-
gress for its protests over the questioning of 
its leaders Sonia Gandhi and Rahul Gandhi by 
the Enforcement Directorate in the National 
Herald case.The Congress-led United Progres-
sive Alliance (UPA) was in power when the 
two BJP leaders were investigated by federal 
agencies.Mr Singh said, "Every challenge made 
him (Shah) stronger. Without being concerned 
about acclaim or ignominy, he walked the 
path of his duties. Rarely do we get an amal-
gamation of politics and spirituality but it is 
in him." Politics is meant to put the society on 
the right path but the term has lost its mean-
ing and people look at it and politicians in a 
negative light, he said, adding that Mr Shah is 
working to restore its true goal.Mr Singh said 
there can be no happier experience for him 
than releasing the book of an "anuj" (younger 
brother) and urged people to read it, saying it 
is a significant collection of his speeches on a 
range of subjects from spiritual and historical 
personalities to Article 370 and triple talaq 
besides Modi.Amit Shah is younger to Rajnath 
Singh (71) by 14 years.Mr Singh said Amit 
Shah's speeches in Parliament on Article 370 
and triple talaq were "wonderful" and even op-
position members acknowledged that, though 
they may not admit it publicly, he said.This 
book, edited by Shivanand Dwivedi and pub-
lished by Rupa, will work as a "lighthouse" for 
the coming generations, Mr Singh said.It is a 
document of changing India and is supported 
with appropriate contexts, he said. It describes 
the journey of the struggles of the country 
after independence, highlights its current aspi-
rations and carries its dream for the future as 
well, he added.Mr Shah does not speak much 
and may appear to be stern, he said, noting 
that such people are often misinterpreted.Mr 
Singh stressed that when the home minister 
talks, he makes a positive contribution.Even 
on complex issues, he puts across his views in 
a simple manner and that is the reason people 
understand and like what he says, the defence 
minister said.His speeches carried in the book 
will answer the readers' questions about a host 
of issues, including policy-making and gover-
nance, about the country.

"Amit Shah Is Back-
stage Hero. He Has No 
Desire For Credit": Ra-
jnath Singh

Assam, Mizoram Chief Ministers To Meet In Delhi 
To Resolve Border Dispute

Kolkata: The West Bengal CID on 
Wednesday conducted a raid at the 
residence of one of the three arrest-
ed Jharkhand MLAs in connec-
tion with the probe into the cash 
seizure case and recovered ₹ 5 lakh 
and an SUV from there, a senior 
officer of the agency said.
A CID team raided the resi-
dence of Irfan Ansari at Jamtara 
in Jharkhand and spoke to the 
politician's family members."This 
SUV was used to bring ₹ 75 lakh 
in cash from Kolkata. We have 
got CCTV footage from the city's 
Lalbazar area. This is part of a 
bigger conspiracy. We have also 
seized ₹ 5 lakh (in cash) during 
the raid at Ansari's residence," the 
officer said.Apart from Ansari, the 
West Bengal Police had arrested on 
July 31 two other Congress MLAs 
- Rajesh Kachchap and Naman 
Bixal Kongari - after seizing ₹ 49 
lakh in cash from the car in which 
they were travelling.After taking 
over the investigation, the CID 
arrested businessman Mahendra 
Agarwal, who had allegedly sup-
plied the seized cash to the three 

MLAs.The Congress, which is a 
part of the JMM-led government 
in Jharkhand, alleged that the BJP 
was trying to topple the Hemant 
Soren government by offering ₹ 
10 crore each and a ministerial 
berth to MLAs.The Congress has 
also dragged in the name of Assam 
Chief Minister Himanta Biswa Sar-
ma in the alleged conspiracy, but 
these allegations were rubbished 
by the BJP, which claimed that the 
grand old party was trying to hide 
its own corruption after the cash 
was found.

Aizawl: Mizoram and Assam 
will hold chief minister-level 
talks in New Delhi later this 
month or early September to 
find an amicable solution to 
the inter-state border dispute, 
according to an official state-
ment issued here on Wednes-
day.The development came a 
day after the two northeast-
ern states held a ministeri-
al-level discussion to resolve 
the decades-old boundary 
disputeTwo Assam ministers 
Atul Bora and Ashok Singhal 
on Wednesday met Mizoram 
Chief Minister Zoramthanga 
and discussed the border 
issue.During the meeting 
with Assam ministers, Mr 
Zoramthanga spoke to his 
counterpart in the neigh-
bouring state Himanta Biswa 
Sarma and "both agreed to 
have chief minister-level 

talks in Delhi in the last part 
of August or early Septem-
ber", the statement said.
Mr Zoramthanga told the 
visiting Assam ministers that 
his government would make 
efforts to amicably resolve 
the border disputes.He laid 
emphasis on the importance 
of mutual trust and under-
standing between the two 
states.The chief minister said 
the border dispute between 
Mizoram and Assam "can't 
be resolved overnight or 
at one time" but measures 
should be taken to find 
solutions to the problems 
step by step.Assam ministers 
said they have strong faith in 
Mr Zoramthanga, who has 
vast political experience.They 
assured Mr Zoramthanga 
that the Assam government 
would take steps to resolve 

the border dispute in such a 
manner, which is acceptable 
to the people of both states.A 
ministerial-level discussion 
was held on Tuesday in 

Aizawl during which both 
the states agreed to main-
tain peace and prevent any 
untoward incident along 
the border.The two states 

signed a joint statement, in 
which they proposed to hold 
meetings of deputy commis-
sioners of bordering districts 
at least once in two months.
Both states also agreed that 
economic activities, includ-
ing farming, which have 
been practised by the people 
on either side of the borders 
should not be disturbed.The 
two delegations also agreed 
to hold the next round of 
ministerial-level talks at 
Guwahati in October.Three 
Mizoram's districts- Aizawl, 
Kolasib and Mamit- share 
a 164.6-km long boundary 
with Assam's Hailakandi, 
Karimganj and Cachar 
districts.The border dispute 
between the two states is a 
long-standing issue, which 
stemmed from two colo-
nial demarcations- 1875 

and 1933.The decades-old 
boundary dispute between 
the two northeastern states 
mainly stemmed from two 
colonial demarcations in 
1875 and 1933.Mizoram 
accepted the demarcation 
under the Bengal Eastern 
Frontier Regulation (BERF) 
notified in 1875, which cov-
ers vast stretches of area, now 
falling under Assam, as its 
actual boundary.The Assam 
government, however, said 
the demarcation made under 
the 1933 notification was 
its constitution boundary. 
At least six policemen and a 
civilian from Assam died last 
year and around 60 people 
were injured in a clash that 
took place at a disputed area 
near the border between the 
two states.
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WORLD 4
Heatwave Zoe: 
Spanish City Be-
comes First In The 
World To Name 
Spanish city of Seville has become the first 
in the world to name and classify heat-
wave - in the same way tropical storms and 
hurricanes are named. The idea is to warn 
and shield residents as periods of excessively 
hot weather become more frequent, accord-
ing to a report in Time magazine. Seville's 
meteorological data system has named 
the current heatwave, the city's fourth this 
summer, as Zoe, the outlet further said. 
It is the very first heat event to officially 
be named in this way in the world, Time 
quoted the city weather officials as saying.
The new categorisation system for heatwave 
was launched last month to understand 
the impact of humidity and time of the day 
on extreme temperature.The city's weather 
department said that during heatwave Zoe, 
the daytime temperature will be above 43 
degrees Celsius. The other names chosen 
for heatwaves scheduled to come are Yago, 
Xenia, Wenceslao and Vega, said the Time 
report.Meteorologists say that hearing "Heat 
wave Zoe is coming" rather than "it's going 
to be extremely hot" could cause people to 
take warnings more seriously and remember 
to do things like avoid exertion and drink 
water. The categorisation is part of a year-
long project launched by local meteorologi-
cal body ProMeteo Sevilla and Arsht-Rocke-
feller Foundation Resilience Center 
(Arsht-Rock) in Washington, DC, according 
to local media reports.Under the project, the 
climatologists will analyse historical climate 
records and local health and mortality data 
for the city of Seville, and powered by a nov-
el algorithm, forecast heatwaves up to five 
days in advance of an adverse event and au-
tomatically categorise it based on its impact 
on human health and mortality. More than 
600 people have died in Spain as heatwaves, 
led by climate change, cause temperatures to 
reach record levels across the country.

FBI Agents 
Might Be 
"Planting" Evi-
dence: Donald 
Trump On Flori-
da Home Raid

Washington: Former US pres-
ident Donald Trump com-
plained Wednesday that he had 
been barred from re-entering 
his Florida resort home and 
suggested FBI agents might 
be "planting" evidence there 
following a dramatic raid that 
triggered outrage among Re-
publicans."The FBI and others 
from the Federal Government 
would not let anyone, including 
my lawyers, be anywhere near 
the areas that were rummaged 
and otherwise looked at during 
the raid on Mar-a-Lago," Trump 
posted on his Truth Social 
platform."Everyone was asked to 
leave the premises, they want-
ed to be left alone, without any 
witnesses to see what they were 
doing, taking or, hopefully not, 
'planting.'"The Federal Bureau 
of Investigation has declined to 
provide details on the raid at the 
palatial West Palm Beach resi-
dence -- a move that marked a 
stunning escalation of the mul-
tiple legal probes into the 45th 
president.US media outlets re-
ported agents were conducting a 
court-authorized search related 
to the potential mishandling of 
classified documents that had 
been sent to Mar-a-Lago after 
Trump left the White House in 
January 2021.Trump, 76, and 
top Republicans condemned the 
raid as politically motivated and 
a "weaponization" of the Justice 
Department."Nothing like this 
has ever happened to a Presi-
dent of the United States be-
fore," Trump said of the FBI op-
eration.In his post-Wednesday, 
Trump, who is weighing another 
White House run in 2024, ques-
tioned why Democratic rivals 
former president Barack Obama 
and 2016 presidential candidate 
Hillary Clinton never came un-
der the same scrutiny."Obama 
and Clinton were never 'raided,' 
despite big disputes!" he said

Iran Offered To Pay $300,000 To Kill Ex-White 
House National Security Advisor, Says US
Washington: The US Justice 
Department said Wednesday 
it had uncovered an Iranian 
plot to kill former White 
House National Security 
Advisor John Bolton, and 
announced charges against 
a member of the Islamic 
Revolutionary Guard Corps.
The Justice Department said 
45-year-old Shahram Pour-
safi, also known as Mehdi 
Rezayi, had offered to pay 
an individual in the United 
States $300,000 to kill Bolton, 
the former US ambassador 
to the United Nations.The 
Justice Department said 
that plan was likely set in 
retaliation for the US killing 
of top Guard commander 
Qassem Soleimani in Iraq 
in January 2020.The alle-
gation came as Iran weighs 
a proposed agreement in 
Vienna talks to revive the 
2015 agreement that aims to 
prevent Tehran from devel-
oping nuclear weapons.For 
months Tehran has held up 
the deal, demanding that 
the United States remove its 
official designation of the 
Islamic Revolutionary Guard 
Corps as a sponsor of terror-
ism."This is not the first time 
we have uncovered Iranian 
plots to exact revenge against 
individuals on US soil and 
we will work tirelessly to 
expose and disrupt every 
one of these efforts," said US 
Assistant Attorney General 
Matthew Olsen.According 

to the charges, Poursafi tried 
to arrange Bolton's murder 
beginning in October 2021, 
when he contacted online an 
unidentified person in the 
United States, first saying 
he wanted to commission 
photographs of Bolton.That 
person passed the Iranian 
onto another contact, who 
Poursafi then asked to kill 
Bolton.He offered $250,000, 
which was then negotiated 
up to $300,000."Poursafi add-
ed that he had an additional 
'job,' for which he would 
pay $1 million," the Justice 
Department said.But that 
second person, court docu-
ments say, was a confidential 
source for the US Federal 
Bureau of Investigation.
- Foreign policy 'hawk' 
The ostensible assassin 
stalled, waiting for an initial 
payment, but only in late 
April did Poursafi send mon-
ey, paying a total of $100 in 
cryptocurrency.Poursafi was 
charged with the use of inter-

state commerce facilities in 
the commission of murder-
for-hire, which brings up to 
10 years in prison, and with 
providing and attempting to 
provide material support to 
a transnational murder plot, 
which carries a 15-year sen-
tence.Bolton, one of the lead-
ing "hawks" of the US foreign 
policy establishment and a 
strong critic of Iran, was the 
national security advisor in 
the White House of President 
Donald Trump from April 
2018 to September 2019.In 
the administration of Pres-
ident George Bush, he was 
ambassador to the United 
Nations from 2005-2006.
He was strongly opposed to 
the 2015 agreement between 
Tehran and major powers 
to limit its nuclear program, 
and supported the Trump 
administration's unilateral 
pullout from the pact in May 
2018.The court documents 
indicated Bolton was aware 
of the plot and cooperated 

with investigators, allowing 
photographs of himself out-
side his Washington office to 
be sent to Poursafi.Over the 
months Poursafi discussed 
the plot with his US contact, 
he disclosed that it related to 
Tehran's desire for revenge 
for the US killing of Solei-
mani.Soleimani was head of 
Iran's Revolutionary Guard 
Corps' Quds Force and 
personally maintained its 
network of allies and proxies 
across the Gulf region.He 
was targeted by a US drone 
strike just after he landed at 
Baghdad's airport on Janu-
ary 7, 2020.Since that strike, 
Tehran has vowed to extract 
revenge, and US officials 
have said that the country 
had been looking to kill one 
or more US officials.Another 
official believed on Tehran's 
target list was Mike Pompeo, 
who was secretary of state at 
the time of the assassination 
of Soleimani, and before 
that director of the Central 
Intelligence Agency.At the 
time Pompeo said Soleimani 
had been plotting large-scale 
attacks on US targets like 
embassies.In a statement, 
Bolton thanked the Justice 
Department and FBI and 
blasted Iran's government as 
"liars, terrorists and enemies 
of the United States." He 
urged President Joe Biden 
to not restore the nuclear 
agreement

Colombo:  Sri Lank-
an Supreme Court on 
Wednesday extended 
the travel ban imposed 
on the country's former 
Prime Minister Mahin-
da Rajapaksa and Basil 
Rajapaksa until Septem-
ber 5.The Sri Lankan 
Supreme Court had 
earlier issued an interim 
order that prevented 
them from leaving the 
country without the 
court's permission until 
August 11.A motion 
had been filed in the 
Supreme Court seeking 
an overseas travel ban on 
Mahinda Rajapaksa, Ba-
sil Rajapaksa and former 
Governor of the Central 
Bank of Sri Lanka, Ajith 
Nivard Cabraal, Colom-
bo Gazette reported.The 
motion sought an inves-
tigation to be carried out 
against those individuals 
who are responsible for 
Sri Lanka's economic 
crisis, in line with a fun-
damental rights petition 
filed before the Supreme 
Court.The fundamental 
rights petition was filed 
by a group including 
former Chairman of 
the Ceylon Chamber 
of Commerce (CCC) 
Chandra Jayaratne, for-

mer Sri Lanka swimming 
champion Julian Bolling, 
Jehan Kanagaratna and 
Transparency Interna-
tional Sri Lanka (TISL).
Meanwhile, Sri Lanka's 
Department of Immi-
gration and Emigration 
has cancelled the Med-
ical visa issued to the 
British citizen, Kayleigh 
Fraser who published 
content on social media 
regarding the Galle Face 
protest.She has also been 
asked to leave the coun-
try before 15th August, 
reported News Wire.On 
July 22, 2022, a large mil-
itary group, along with 
the police, launched a 
raid near the Presidential 
Secretariat and the pro-
test site at Galle Face to 

clear the area of protest-
ers. Several arrests were 
made.The armed soldiers 
were deployed in a bid 
to control the protestors 
who have been protest-
ing against the new Sri 
Lankan President Ranil 
Wickremesinghe out-
side the premises of the 
Sri Lankan Presidential 
Secretariat. Protesters 
are alleging that security 
personnel raided the 
anti-government protest 
camp in the capital on 
early Friday.With many 
Sri Lankans experienc-
ing extreme shortages 
of essentials including 
food and fuel, peaceful 
protests began in March. 
The protests led then-
Prime Minister Mahinda 

Rajapaksa to resign on 
May 9, and his broth-
er, President Gotabaya 
Rajapaksa, to flee the 
country on July 13 and 
resign the following day.
Wickremasinghe became 
acting president, and 
parliament elected him 
as the new president on 
July 20 with the support 
of the Rajapaksas' polit-
ical party, the Sri Lanka 
Podujana Peramuna.
Sri Lanka continues to 
face a severe shortage of 
fuel and other essential 
supplies and is in the 
throes of its worst-ever 
economic crisis with 
soaring inflation. The 
oil supply shortage 
has forced schools and 
government offices to 
close until further notice.
Reduced domestic 
agricultural production, 
lack of foreign exchange 
reserves, and local cur-
rency depreciation have 
fuelled the shortages.The 
economic crisis will push 
many families into hun-
ger and poverty - some 
for the first time - adding 
to the half a million peo-
ple who the World Bank 
estimates have fallen 
below the poverty line 
because of the pandemic.

Sri Lanka Top Court Extends Travel 
Ban On Ex-PM Mahinda Rajapaksa

China-Built Pak Warship To 
Dock In Sri Lanka After Ban-
gladesh Denies Entry
Karachi: Sri Lanka has allowed Pakistan's Chi-
nese-built frigate warship PNS Taimur to make a port 
call in Colombo while on its way to join the Pakistan 
Navy in Karachi on August 15 after the Bangla-
desh government denied it permission to dock at 
Chattogram Port.The docking of the Chinese-made 
Pakistani warship at Sri Lankan port came days after 
Colombo urged Beijing to defer the visit of a Chinese 
research vessel at the strategic Hambantota port after 
India' expressed security concerns.The warship was 
to anchor outside the Chattogram port from August 
7 to 10 on its journey from Shanghai to Karachi. The 
Sheikh Hasina government in Bangladesh denied 
permission to PNS Taimur as August is a month of 
mourning for Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina whose 
father Sheikh Mujib-ur-Rehman was assassinated on 
August 15, 1975."The warship which is equipped with 
laser guided missiles is now anchored at the Colombo 
port after the Sri Lankan government gave it permis-
sion," an official said."It will now leave Colombo port 
on 12th August for Karachi," he said.PNS Taimur 
which has been built at China's Dong port in Shang-
hai and is expected to reach Karachi on August 15. 
The warship also took part in exercises in Malaysia 
and Cambodia along its journey to Karachi.This ship 
was commissioned by the Pakistan Navy at Hudong 
Zhonghua (HZ) Shipyard, China, Pakistan Navy said 
on 23 June. PNS Taimur is the second ship of four 
Type 054 A/P Frigates constructed for the Pakistan 
Navy.The first 054 A/P Frigate PNS TUGHRIL joined 
PN Fleet in January 2022, while another two frigates 
of the same class are presently under construction in 
China, Sri Lanka daily the Ceylon Today reported.
PNS Taimur is a technologically advanced and highly 
capable sea asset having hi-tech weapons and sensors, 
latest combat management and electronic warfare 
system to fight under multi-threat environments, it 
said.

Wake Up Telangana | HYDERABAD | THURSDAY |  AUGUST 11,2022



Editorial

The editor, 

The TS govt's education minister took the 
decision to conduct Inter 1st year board exam in 
near future, then what is the meaning of PRO-
MOTED ? It seems the education ministry will 
definitely conduct the exams for those classes 
to which it promoted. If not so the made an-
nouncement should be revoked. Thus the Inter 
1st year students will sigh relearf and will give 
full attention in the study of 2nd year in which 
they are sitting after promoted by TS govt. 

S.M.ARIF HUSSAIN, Senior Hon. Server in 
Education. 
MUSHEERABAD. 

Covid despair — and hope

Dear Reader 
If you are facing 

any problem in your 
neighborhood or 

strongly feel about 
any issue,  you can 

write to us. We 
will publish your 
complaint in our 

columns. Please send 
your complaint to 

editor.wtonlinedaily@   
gmail.com Or 
whatappas us 
@8885610056 

Please mention your 
name,addresses and 

email id. You can also 
share photographs or 
videos about the issue.

I tested positive. 
Covid-19 was not dead 
and gone. It was here, with 
me. I faced the challenge of 
quarantining myself after 
28 months of warding off 
the virus. I was someone 
who decided to respond to 
the pandemic as a scientist. 
Someone who had been 
talking to frontline policy 
makers and doctors, pro-
moting genome and im-
mune surveillance not only 
to understand the genome 
variants but to also under-
stand how they are immune 
to the vaccines. People still 
need to follow Covid-ap-
propriate behaviour and 
protocols in public. Mask-
ing, social distancing, and 
testing. The holy trinity.
That probably sounds bleak, 
but don’t despair. The truth 
is that pandemics always 
end. How, you may ask? 
The SARS CoV2 virus will 
morph into an endem-
ic source of disease. The 
Covid-19 flu will eventu-
ally become just another 
seasonal flu. However, until 
this does happen, Covid-ap-
propriate behaviour is 
essential as one can inevita-
bly foresee small and large 
waves not only in India but 
in every country, every few 
months.Although the virus 
will eventually become 
relatively harmless, waves 
of infection will continue — 
potentially due to changes 
in the virus and its human 
hosts. Covid-19 has been 
showing successive spikes of 
new and novel subvariants. 
Vaccination schedules are 
causing waning immunity. 
People are exhausted, and 
the change in their attitudes 
and behaviour is causing 
more migration, mixing 

and transmission.In 2022, 
we have already seen two 
record infection highs in 
India, with population 
prevalence peaking in mid 
to late January (Omicron 
BA.1 and BA.2). After eight 
weeks of declining preva-
lence, infections started to 
increase again with the rise 
of yet another set of Omi-
cron variants. Instead of just 
one new variant, we cur-
rently have four: BA.2.12.1 
(dominant in the US), BA.4 
and BA.5 (dominant in 
South Africa), and BA.5.1 
(dominant in Portugal). 
Together, these four variants 
became dominant in India 
and BA.5 and BA.5.1 will 
likely become the dominant 
variants The good news is 
that for the vast majority of 
people who have previously 
been infected or vaccinated, 
that protection will help 
reduce the risk of develop-
ing more severe illness and 
hospitalisation. But we are 
not yet out of the woods. 
While Omicron might be 
less severe than Delta, and 
people have higher immu-
nity through vaccination 
and previous infection, it is 
not mild. At a population 
level, its sheer transmissibil-
ity more than compensates 
for any reduction in expe-
rienced disease severity or 
symptoms for the individ-
ual. The high number of 
infections will also lead to 
yet more disruptions across 
the workplace. This is now 
the third Covid wave in 
six months and Omicron 
appears genuinely different 
in how it can drive these 
repeated waves of infection. 
The initial subvariants of 
Omicron (BA.1/2) have per-
haps become weaker but the 
newer subvariants (BA.4/5 
subvariants) are potential-

ly leading to a new wave 
across Europe and the US 
already. Omicron sub-vari-
ants do seem particularly 
wily in evading the immune 
system (both antibody and 
T-cell responses). This ele-
ment of “immune escape” 
makes people more suscep-
tible to infection.The thin 
end of the wedge is the low 
recorded number of infect-
ed cases. Home testing has 
become rampant and using 
that alone is misguided 
and increases transmission. 
Rapid antigen tests are not 
very accurate in light of the 
new variants and even mild 
symptomatic cases need to 
get tested in a laboratory. 
There is a constant need 
for testing programmes for 
everyone with symptoms, 
no matter how minor or 
non-specific. We also need 
to test contacts to mini-
mise community spread 
until the pandemic dies 
out completely. Not test-
ing a low-grade fever and 
sore throat could skew the 
infected numbers, making 
the data no longer reliable. 
Genome surveillance needs 
to continue lock, stock and 
barrel to detect harbingers 
of new waves and identify 
new variants of concern 
that need to be reported. 
We need to keep vigilant.
We are all exhausted with 
Covid-19. However, we 
need to protect ourselves 
through vaccinations, 
boosters and, of course, 
masking. Yes, this became 
tedious for me as well. I was 
lucky, recovering after mild 
symptoms. But that’s some-
thing I could bet on. The 
history of pandemics shows 
clearly that this one too will 
cease to be a public health 
crisis at some point. We just 
have to bide our time.

LETTERS

How to talk to India’s 
unique digital polity of 
first-time, non-English in-
ternet-using voters

The recently released IAMAI 
Kantar, Internet in India, ICUBE 2021 
study has some interesting findings on 
how the country is fast emerging as one 
of the world’s largest markets for inter-
net-based apps and services. The report 
was released around the same time 
India witnessed significant bidding for 
the 5G spectrum. At the intersection of 
both of these lies perhaps the world’s 
most unique digital polity of first-time, 
non-English internet users who think, 
act and transact “mobile first”. Their 
numbers will soon reach a billion as 
India focuses efforts on expanding ru-
ral 4G access and high-speed internet. 
With anywhere between two to eight 
hours of daily usage, the Indian inter-
net user is the ideal test case for any 
platform or app-based service looking 
to tap a global audience. Little wonder 
that we have witnessed over the years 
intense efforts to sway the Indian inter-
net user through borderless activism 
in the name of “saving the internet”, 
“online free speech”, and “data surveil-
lance”.With the Narendra Modi-led 
NDA government withdrawing the 
earlier proposed Personal Data Protec-
tion Bill, the stakes have become even 
higher for borderless activism seeking 
to influence how India regulates the 
internet-based economy. The reasons 
for the high stakes in internet regula-
tion in India become apparent when 
one looks at the demographic shift in 
the country — the statistics revealed 
by the IAMAI report also underline 
this shift. As per the UN’s estimates 
for births in India, the cohort born 
between 2002 and 2006 is one of the 
largest, with yearly births having peak-
ed in the country between 2001 and 
2002. This makes the cohort of nearly 
150 million first-time voters in the 
2024 General Elections a sizable and 
distinct digital constituency. As India’s 
largest cohort that has been “Digital 
First” from the cradle, this generation 
of first-time voters has experienced 
all the significant digital shifts in their 
formative years. Having been born 
around the same time as Facebook, 
YouTube and Twitter, this generation 
came of age with the touchscreen rev-
olution. Their teen years witnessed an 
explosive growth in smartphone usage. 
This is also the generation that had the 
highest exposure to online education 
due to Covid-19 vastly increasing their 
screen time and use of internet tools 
and services.While the IAMAI report 
does not reveal much on the age-wise 
demographic split of the various kinds 
of internet users, it was interesting to 
note that online gaming has nearly 
five times the number of users relative 
to those using the internet for online 
education. Internet-based gaming is the 
mainstay of this cohort with new-age 
interactive platforms such as Twitch 
and Discord emerging as hubs of their 
peer groups. The divide with earlier 
generations of voters is quite stark as 
this cohort barely reads newspapers or 

watches conventional television. While 
YouTube and WhatsApp are most 
likely their primary sources of news to 
them, Facebook and Twitter are already 
legacy social media platforms belong-
ing to an earlier era. Indicators of this 
inter-generational schism are already 
visible the world over with older users 
of services like Instagram unhappy 
with the shift towards tik-tok style 
short videos and algorithmic feeds.
The unique digital characteristics of 
this demographic of first-time voters 
will require creative approaches for 
political engagement ahead of the 2024 
elections. The Election Commission 
of India recently announced further 
liberalisation of the voter registration 
process with 17-year-olds being able to 
register a year ahead of being eligible 
to vote, apart from opening up the 
voter registration process once every 
quarter. Creative engagement of this 
digital-first generation would per-
haps require interactive live stream-
ing on platforms like Twitch apart 
from volunteer engagement efforts 
through “servers” on Discord. How 
India approaches digital regulations 
would be of utmost importance to this 
cohort. It will necessitate a sustained 
dialogue on the government’s approach 
to techno-nationalism as a counter 
to the borderless activism that has 
sought to skew digital policy debates in 
India. India is not alone in its pursuit 
of techno-nationalism. We are already 
witnessing a wave of regulatory moves 
from Indonesia on not just controlling 
online gaming apps and services but 
also actively promoting indigenously 
developed gaming apps. While China 
requires licences for online games by 
a dedicated gaming regulator, Indone-
sia requires formal registration to be 
compliant with local laws governing 
what are called “private electronic 
systems”. From Kenya to Brazil we are 
also witnessing preemptive actions to 
insulate the electoral processes of their 
respective democracies from the spread 
of viral fake news and disinformation 
on WhatsApp.While the 2009 elections 
saw the advent of blogs in the political 
debate, the 2014 elections were the 
first time internet streaming played a 
significant role in disintermediating 
broadcast media. The 2019 elections 
were marked by the extensive role 
played by social media platforms such 
as Facebook and WhatsApp. With the 
unique demographic characteristics of 
first-time voters, perhaps the 2024 elec-
tions will see algorithms and gaming 
apps and services play an influential 
role. From securing semi-conductor 
supply chains to regulating data flows, 
techno-nationalism is on the political 
agenda of western democracies and 
eastern nations alike. Over the next two 
years as the government seeks to put in 
place a comprehensive digital regulato-
ry framework governing data, privacy, 
apps and algorithms, engaging the first 
digital generation of new voters on 
techno-nationalism will be crucial at 
every step.

On July 21, a three-judge 
bench of the Supreme Court 
of India delivered a significant 
order, clarifying that the right 
to a medical abortion that was 
available to married women 
could not be denied to unmar-
ried women. The case highlights 
a legal anachronism that requires 
women to get the state’s permis-
sion to exercise their constitu-
tional right to an abortion. The 
SC’s order granting permission 
to undergo an abortion was 
passed in the case of a peti-
tioner who was in a consensual 
relationship, and whose partner 
deserted her.A July 15 order of 
the Delhi High Court denied the 
petitioner’s right to terminate 
her pregnancy. The Division 
Bench held that since she was an 

unmarried woman whose preg-
nancy arose out of a consensual 
relationship, her case was “clearly 
not covered” by the applicable 
rules. Rule 3B of the Medical 
Termination of Pregnancy Rules 
2003, lays down the categories 
of women who are eligible for 
termination of pregnancy up to 
24 weeks: Survivors of sexual 
assault or rape or incest; minors; 
where there is a change of mar-
ital status during the ongoing 
pregnancy (widowhood and 
divorce); women with physical 
and mental disabilities, women 
with pregnancies in humani-
tarian settings; foetal “malfor-
mations” that have a substantial 
risk of being incompatible with 
life, or which, if the child is 
born, may cause it to suffer from 
a serious physical or mental 
handicap. The High Court found 

that the petitioner had not 
undergone a “change in marital 
status”. The SC found that prima 
facie, the High Court had been 
too restrictive in its approach, 
and that the term “change in 
marital status” should be given 
a purposive interpretation. It 
based this finding on the 2021 
Amendment to the MTP Act, 
which no longer restricts itself to 
an unwanted pregnancy between 
a “husband” and “wife”, but to 
a woman and her “partner”, by 
marriage or not. The MTP Act 
1971, was intended to provide a 
remedy for the scores of women 
who faced serious health risks 
because of unregulated abor-
tions. Section 312 of the Indian 
Penal Code which continues to 
be on the books, criminalises 
anyone, including the woman 
carrying the pregnancy, who 

voluntarily causes a miscarriage. 
The Court relied on three key 
judgements: The 2010 S Khush-
boo case, which recognised the 
legality of live-in relationships 
and pre-marital sex; the 2009 
Suchita Srivastava case, which 
recognised that a woman’s right 
to make reproductive choices 
is part of the “personal liberty” 
guaranteed under Article 2,1 and 
the 2017 K S Puttaswamy case, 
which reaffirmed that women’s 
right to bodily integrity is part of 
the fundamental right to privacy. 
The Court observed: “The statute 
has recognised the reproduc-
tive choice of a woman and her 
bodily integrity and autonomy. 
Both these rights embody the 
notion that a choice must inhere 
in a woman on whether or not 
to bear a child. In recognising 
the right the legislature has not 

intended to make a distinction 
between a married and unmar-
ried woman, in her ability to 
decide on whether or not to bear 
the child. These rights, it must 
be underscored, align with the 
provisions of Article 21 of the 
Constitution.” The SC’s order 
attains significance in contrast 
to the recent Dobbs decision in 
the US, which sent shockwaves 
across the world. Constitutional 
rights are interconnected: Unrav-
el one and the entire edifice of 
protections could fall apart. As 
the dissenting verdict in Dobbs 
warned: “… The right Roe and 
Casey recognised does not stand 
alone. To the contrary, the Court 
has linked it for decades to 
other settled freedoms involving 
bodily integrity, familial rela-
tionships, and procreation. Most 
obviously, the right to terminate 

a pregnancy arose straight out 
of the right to purchase and use 
contraception. In turn, those 
rights led, more recently, to 
rights of same-sex intimacy and 
marriage. They are all part of 
the same constitutional fabric, 
protecting autonomous decision 
making over the most personal 
of life decisions…”
As permissive as the Indian legal 
regime may seem by contrast, a 
woman is forced to go before a 
medical board and a Court for a 
decision that should be between 
her and her medical practitioner. 
The case is expected to be heard 
on August 10 to decide the final 
interpretation of the provisions 
in question under the MTP 
Act. The Court’s judgment will 
prove decisive, whichever way it 
decides. The order of July 21 is 
reason to be hopeful.
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Games & Entertainment 6
Tabu gets injured on the 
sets of ‘Bholaa’ in Hy-
derabad 
Mumbai: On Wednes-
day morning, Tabu, who 
is playing a fearless, 
high-ranking police 
officer in Ajay Devgn’s 
actioner titled ‘Bholaa’, 
escaped a major inju-
ry while performing a 
dare-devil stunt.This 
is one of the films in 
which Tabu will be seen 
performing several high 
octane stunts alongside the leading man, Ajay, 
who is playing the title role of Bholaa.Sourc-
es say that the National Award winner was 
reportedly driving a truck in a dense jungle. 
The truck was being chased by some motor-
cycle goons.In one take, one of the bikes that 
was racing crazily alongside the truck collided 
with it. And, Tabu who was in the truck caught 
some shredded glass from the crash.The source 
added that the impact of the collision was so 
strong that flying glass hit Tabu just above her 
right eye.Medical help that was available on set 
said: “The injury is minor. She will not be need-
ing stitches.”Ajay, who was fully in charge of the 
situation, called for a short break, allowing the 
actress to rest till she gained her composure.

SHORT TAKES Young Telangana wrestler eyes greater 
glory on world stage 
Hyderabad: Hyderabad 
wrestler Pilanagoila Nikhil Yadav 
has been putting on impressive 
performances in the freestyle 
60kg category. Taking part in 
his maiden international event, 
he proved his mettle to clinch a 
bronze in the recently-conclud-
ed World U-17 Cadet Wrestling 
Championships held in Rome, 
Italy.The 17-years-old was over 
the moon for winning a podium 
finish in his first international 
championship. “I am very happy 
and excited with this win. This 
is my maiden appearance in 
the international tournament, 
winning a medal is a good start 
for my career,” said a delighted 
Nikhil.“Players from the foreign 
nations were skilled and tough 
in the tournament. I had only 
one thing in my mind that I am 
representing India and I have 
decided to get a medal at any 

cost. I gave my best in the bronze 
medal match,” said the interme-
diate second year student when 
asked about his experience in the 
world championships.He also 
had an impressive record in the 
Khelo India Youth Games, where 
he bagged a bronze. So far he 
won two gold medals in nation-
al school games, one bronze in 
junior nationals, one silver and 
a bronze in the sub-junior na-

tionals.“I started wrestling by 
watching pahlevans (wrestlers) 
from my childhood and I got 
influenced by them. My father 
(Suresh) is also a wrestler and 
he used to go to Jai Bhavani 
Vyamshala to train with Ar-
jun Pahlevan. Watching them 
train with other pahlevans, I 
got attracted to the game and 
started training when I was 10,” 
said the young grappler.“Later, I 
went to New Delhi and I trained 
in Chhatrasal Stadium and won 
two consecutive national school 
games gold medals. I have trained 
under Olympic medallist Susheel 
Kumar and he is my inspiration 
and my dream is to win Olympic 
gold for the country,” he revealed.
From the last four years, Nikhil 
has represented Telangana in 
various national events and won 
laurels to the State. However, his 
path to the international are-
na was filled with hurdles. He 
comes from a humble family 

from Puranapool where Nikhil’s 
father supplies milk to make a 
livelihood. With his parents not 
able to support him financially, 
he struggled to pursue his dream.
His achievements brought him 
an admission in the JSW’s Inspire 
Institute of Sport, Bannihatti, 
Karnataka, where he is currently 
training under the coach Amir 
Tavakolian and he is thankful to 
his coach for the support before 
going to the world champion-
ships.“My coach Amir sir trained 
me with technical skills to suc-
ceed at the international level. 
He made me strong physically 
and mentally before playing in 
the international circuit,” Nikhil 
said.“I need more support for my 
upcoming tournaments. I want 
to represent the country in many 
international tournaments. I want 
to make my parents, country and 
the Telangana State proud by 
winning more laurels,” said the 
ambitious wrestler.

New Delhi: Leading digital 
payments platform PhonePe 
on Wednesday announced that 
its users can now purchase 
Apples App Store codes to pay 
for digital content such as apps, 
games, music and more.The 
company said that the codes 
are available in various deno-
minations on PhonePe, starting 
from Rs 100 and going up to Rs 
10,000.“PhonePe customers can 
now get complete access to the 
world of entertainment, inclu-
ding millions of apps available on the App Store,” the company said in a state-
ment.“They also get access to groundbreaking games on Apple Arcade. What’s 
more, there are over 60 million songs with Apple Music to choose from along 
with original shows and films with Apple TV+,” it added.PhonePe has enabled 
this service with its partnership with epay, a segment of Euronet Worldwide, 
Inc., the distributor of Apple for App Store codes in India.To buy and redeem 
App Store Code, users can click on App Store Code under Purchases on the 
Recharge and Bill Payment page, then enter the amount and purchase the App 
Store code.PhonePe was founded in December 2015 and has emerged as India’s 
largest payments app, enabling digital inclusion for consumers and merchants 
alike.With over 390 million registered users, one in four Indians are now on 
PhonePe.The company said it had digitised over 30 million offline merchants 
spread across India.

PhonePe enables hassle-
free purchase of App Store 
codes on its platform 
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City / LEGAL PRISM
Crime Tak

Pseudo cop who fled 
with jewellery nabbed 
in Hyderabad 
Hyderabad: An interstate thief, who posed as a po-
lice constable and stole jewellery from a woman by 
diverting her attention, was caught by the LB Nagar 
police on Wednesday.The man, M Sai Kumar (25), an 
engineering graduate from Guntur of Andhra Pra-
desh, earlier worked as a driver at a police station for 
a brief period. Police said Sai Kumar, who aspired to 
join the police department or the Armed Forces, also 
took training in a coaching centre. However, he later 
decided to cheat people and make money posing as a 
cop.Recently, he approached a woman from LB Nagar 
claiming to be a police constable from Cherlapally 
who was currently ‘under suspension’ for allegedly 
not being able to recover stolen material in a burglary 
case. He requested her to give her jewellery to him, so 
that he could show them to his superiors on video call 
claiming he had recovered the stolen gold and thus 
join duty.The victim, who believed him, followed his 
instructions but he fled the spot with the jewellery by 
diverting her attention.Based on a complaint, the LB 
Nagar police booked a case and arrested Sai Kumar.

Hyderabad: A man died, allegedly of a cardiac arrest, 
while playing cricket at Bandlaguda Jagir in Gandipet 
here on Tuesday.The MAN, Thushar Aamra Bedwa 
(32), a software employee working for a firm in Hi-
tec City, was staying with his parents and wife Pooja 
Bedwa in Royal Enclave at Bandlaguda Jagir in Gandi-
pet. He was a native of Rajkot in Gujarat.According to 
the police, Bedwa had gone to play cricket in an open 
place near his apartment along with his friends around 
5pm. While playing, he complained of chest pain and 
collapsed on the playground.“His friends rushed him 
to a nearby hospital, where he was admitted in a criti-
cal condition and died under treatment in the night,” 
police said, adding that doctors suspect he died of a 
cardiac arrest.The family has raised no suspicion over 
his death. The Rajendranagar police are investigating.

Did the founder of Hy-
derabad really have a 
lover named Bhagmati?
Hyderabad: History is peppered 
with legends and myths. Sometimes, 
in the absence of facts, those are 
all that we have. And unfortuna-
tely, Hyderabad is one such place 
which has its foundations tied to the 
legend of Bhagmati, the supposed 
lover of our city’s founder Moham-
mad Quli Qutb Shah.The long-stan-
ding debate over her existence and 
whether Hyderabad was really na-
med after her constantly resurfaces 
in the news. Often introduced as the 
courtesan or lover of Mohammad 
Quli Qutb Shah, there is very little 
knowledge of who she was otherwise. What are her origins? Why wasn’t she the 
queen? Was she a Hindu who converted to Islam for the king?In a parallel universe, 
learning about her and Hyderabad would have probably been fun. But in today’s 
climate where calls are being made to change the city’s name to Bhagyanagar, it’s 
important to learn facts.
Who was Bhagmati?Did she really exist?
First the basics. Mohammed Quli Qutb Shah was the fourth king of the Qutb Shahi 
or Golconda dynasty (1518-1687). He founded Hyderabad in 1591. Prior to that, 
his grandfather Sultan Quli, a native of Hamadan in Iran, had founded Golconda 
fort as a walled city in 1518.After coming to India as a child, Sultan Quli rose to 
the position of governor of Tilang (Telangana) under the Bahamani kingdom 
(1347-1518). He became a king after the Bahamani empire collapsed, thus starting 
the Golconda dynasty. The fort was a walled city until Mohamed Quli Qutb Shah 
decided to move out and built a new city – Hyderabad, in 1591.
According to legend, Mohd Quli Qutb Shah was in love with a Hindu woman na-
med Bhagmati even before Hyderabad was founded. His father was the third king 
Ibrahim Qutb Shah, who constructed the Puranapul bridge in 1578. The bridge 
connects the Golconda fort and Old City, and the story is that it was built for his 
son so he could meet Bhagmati.
The love story
However, when the Puranapul was built, Mohammad Quli was just 12 years of age. 
That is a fact. So was he in love with Bhagmati at such a young age? Moreover, Ibra-
him in fact wanted to move out of the Golconda fort. Logically, he would have built 
the bridge keeping in mind water requirements. Hyderabad was founded on the 
southern banks of the Musi river.Mohammad Quli Qutb Shah, known as a ‘lover 
boy’ in Hyderabad’s history, became the king in 1580. After that, it is said, married 
Bhagmati and later named the new city he founded after her: Bhagnagar. The name 
Hyderabad comes later after Bhagmati converted to Islam and took on the name of 
Hyder Mahal, the legend says.Hyderabad’s founder Mohammed Quli Qutb Shah-
However, it is pertinent to note that Mohammed Quli’s father Ibrahim was married 
to a woman named Bhagirathi. So even if the son did have a Hindu lover, it would 
not be out of place. The issue at hand is if she existed and if Hyderabad was called 
Bhagyanagar at least at some point.
What history books say
Historians from Hyderabad have also never been on the same page about Bhag-
mati. The late Haroon Khan Sherwani, who is considered to be an authority of 
Deccan history, had always refuted the existence of the woman in his works.In the 
book History of the Medieval Deccan, edited by him and P. M. Joshi, he points out 
on page 459: “…numismatic evidence also points to the same direction (non-exis-
tence)…we have coins struck in 1012/1603 at Daru’s-Saltanat Haidarabad, but we 
have no coin which was minted at ‘Bhagnagar’”.Sherwani has suggested that the 
word ‘Bhagnagar’ is a reference to Hyderabad being a “city of gardens”. He points 
to 17th-century travellers, like the Frenchman Jean Baptiste Tavernier, who used 
both words Hyderabad and Bhagnagar. Bhagmati, he says is just a legend and 
never existed.On the other hand, we have Nizam-era historians like Syed Ali Asgar 
Bilgrami. He on the other hand simply says that the city was renamed to Hyderabad 
seven years after the death of Bhagmati.
“Bhagnagar or the city of Hyderabad was founded by Sultan Muhammad Quli Qu-
tub Shah V, in 999 A. H. (1590 A.D.). Sultan Muhammad Quli’s sweetheart Bhag-
mati resided in the Chichlam village which is now called Shah Ali Banda and the 
city of Bhagnagar was styled after name, but after her demise it was denominated 
Hyderabad…,” reads the opening para from his book Landmarks of the Deccan on 
the Charminar.
Evidence of Bhagmati’s existence yet to be found
Another thing many point out is that other courtesans like Taramati have their 
graves and other evidence of their existence. So if Bhagmati was in fact real and 
important for Hyderabad, ideally some marker of her life should have been found. 
A few claims of her grave were made in the past but were not true.Moreover, Mohd 
Quli Qutb Shah’s grandson (and seventh king) Abdullah Qutb Shah was also in love 
with a woman named Taramati. She was his courtesan, who is buried in the Qutb 
Shahi Tombs, the necropolis where the Golconda kings are buried. Moreover, un-
like Bhagmati, another marker of Taramati is the Taramati Baramati built for her as 
a stage.However, it may be pertinent to note that there are contemporary (Mughal) 
sources in history which mention Bhagmati. Unfortunately, for all of what it is 
worth, what we will always be left with is the legend and debates.
The name ‘Hyderabad’ is a derivative of Hyder, the second name of Imam Ali (son-
in-law of the Prophet Mohammed), who Shia Muslims follow. The Qutb Shahis of 
the Golconda kingdom were orthodox Shias.
Does it matter?
However, many others believe that Mohd Quli Qutb Shah had a lover, as there is 
some circumstantial evidence. Bhagmati is referred to, albeit in a derogatory man-
ner, in some Mughal sources from the 16th century about Hyderabad.
Hyderabad was destroyed by the Mughals under Aurangzeb, who conquered the 
Golconda kingdom after an eight-month long battle in 1687.
Regardless, it may however be noted that Bhagmati being real or not in any way 
makes no difference to Hyderabad. Her legend is not associated with the city as an 
important point in history. With or without her, Hyderabad would have been built, 
and the Golconda kingdom would have gone on to meet the same fate as well.
Bhagyanagar – politicisation and the unauthorised temple on the charminar
While Bhagnagar is linked to Bhagmati, right-wing groups and the BJP are de-
manding Hyderabad to be renamed as Bhagyanagar. This has nothing to do with 
the courtesan and more to do with the Bhagyalaxmi temple at the Charminar.On 
August 4, the Archaeological Survey of India (ASI) here said it has no information 
on Hyderabad being named Bhagyanagar. It also said that it has no details of histo-
rical records of the Bhagyalaxmi temple at the Charminar.A Souvenir’, which shows 
it without the Bhagya Laxmi temple. (The ASI’s response on the Bhagyanagar name 
for Hyderabad and the Bhagyalaxmi temple was given to activist Robin Zacheus. 
The activist posed a bunch of questions to the ASI’s Hyderabad circle, under which 
the Charminar and Golconda fort come. Robin asked for records or historical 
evidence on these matters through a Right to Information (RTI) query.
ASI itself has said Bhagya Laxmi temple at Charminar is unauthorised
The Bhagyalaxmi temple that is attached to the Charminar is in fact an illegal 
structure. It is believed to have come up in the late 1960s. Even the Archaeological 
Survey of India (ASI) has acknowledged it. At a presentation at Lamakaan in Hyde-
rabad in 2019, former superintending archaeologist of ASI, Milan Kumar Chauley, 
reiterated the same.

Hyderabad to get solar-roof 
cycle track 
Hyderabad: A unique 
solar roof cycle track, 
which could turn out 
to be quite a trendset-
ter, is being developed 
at Kokapet on a pilot 
basis. The track is part 
of the 21-km solar 
cycling track proposed 
on the Outer Ring Road 
(ORR) by the Telangana 
government.“The track 
is being developed on 
a pilot basis and after it 
is approved by the State 
government, a similar 
model will be adopted 
for the entire 21-km 
stretch,” an official from 
the Hyderabad Metro-
politan Development 
Authority (HMDA) 
said.Tenders have 
recently been invited 
for the construction of 
the cycle track, instal-
ling the solar panel and 
other works along the 
ORR service road. The 
track will stretch for 13 
km from Narsingi to 
Kollur and 8 km from 
Nanakramguda to the 
Telangana State Police 
Academy (TSPA). It will 
be developed between 
the service road and the 
main carriageway of the 
ORR.Unlike existing 
cycle tracks in the city 
and the ones that are 
under construction in 
the Greater Hyderabad 

Municipal Corporation 
(GHMC) jurisdiction, 
this cycle track offers 
protection for cyclists 
from sun, rain and other 
harsh weather condi-
tions, besides isolating 
them from regular 
traffic and ensuring 
their safety.The benefits 
offered to cyclists do not 
end here. Food courts, 
surveillance cameras, 
drinking water and bi-
cycle repair shops would 
also come up for the 
track. Another feature 
that makes this facility 
one of its kind will be 
24×7 illumination. The 
power requirement 
for the lighting is to 
be generated from the 

solar-panelled roof, 
making the project 
self-sustainable.“Around 
9MW of power can be 
generated through the 
solar roofing of the cycle 
track. This energy will 
be utilised for drip irri-
gation and streetlights 
along the ORR,” HMDA 
officials said, adding 
that a Renewable Energy 
Service Company (RES-
CO) model has been 
adopted for the project.
Accordingly, a RESCO 
operator will invest a to-
tal initial capital expen-
diture for solar panels 
and maintain it for 25 
years and supply power 
to the department at a 
discounted price.

Titan launches Smart Labs 
in Hyderabad 

Hyderabad: Titan 
announced the 
launch of Titan 
Smart Labs, a dedi-
cated engineering 
centre to create inno-
vative and diversified 
products to meet 
consumer demands. 
It will have design, 
development, and 
testing capabilities.
Inaugurating the fa-
cility, Industries and 
IT Principal Secre-
tary Jayesh Ranjan 
said Hyderabad was 
emerging as a pri-
mary destination for 
top companies due 
to better infrastruc-
ture and availability 
of a large talent pool. 
Also, many compa-
nies that have started 
small are expanding 
their operations here. 
The attrition rates in 
Hyderabad are lower 
compared to other 

cities, he noted.
“After Jamshedpur, in 
terms of workforce, 
the largest number of 
Tata employees are 
stationed in Hydera-
bad,” he said about 
the Tata Group that 
has interests in en-
gineering, aerospace, 
and communications 
here.“Titan is step-
ping up rapidly with 
a vision to become 
the leader in the 
smart wearable and 
hearable industry. 
We intend to deliver 
products beyond 
lifestyle,” said Su-
parna Mitra, CEO 
of Titan Watches 
and Wearables.Titan 
Smart Labs is headed 
by Raj Neravati. He 
earlier founded a 
startup called Hug 
Innovations, which 
Titan acquired in 
2020. “Titan Smart 

Labs will drive tech-
nological advances 
powered by in-house 
experts in hardware, 
PCB design, algo-
rithms, data science 
and artificial intel-
ligence. The current 
employment is 80 
but will increase. Re-
venues have grown 
five-fold compared 
to last year. Products 
from Titan Smart 
Labs include smart 
watches, smart clo-
cks and neck bands,” 
said Neravati, Head 
of Product and 
Technology, Wat-
ches and Wearables, 
Titan.This office 
has sleeping pods, a 
basketball court, an 
ideation room, and 
a casual cafeteria to 
bring freshness and 
vibe to the working 
place.
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Man collapses while 
playing cricket, dies in 
hospital

Hyderabad: A Hyderabad court on Wednesday sentenced 
a doctor to 10 years’ rigorous imprisonment on charges of 
sexually assaulting a woman patient six years ago.The court 
also imposed a fine of Rs 5,000 on the doctor after holding 
him guilty of sexually assaulting the 54-year-old patient at 
his hospital in Secunderabad.The incident had occurred in 
2016 and on the complaint of the victim, a case was regis-
tered against the pulmonologist at the Gopalapuram police 
station. The doctor, identified as B. Vijay Bhaskar, was ar-
rested, but was later released on bail. The police had collec-
ted evidence against the accused and presented them in the 
court. Sections 376 and 354 of the Indian Penal Code (IPC) 
were invoked against the doctor. After the trial, the court 
found him guilty and sentenced him.According to the po-
lice, the victim had approached the doctor for treatment of 
some respiratory problem in May 2016. The doctor had alle-
gedly touched her private parts and when she questioned 
him, he convinced her that it was part of the treatment. On 
September 24, 2016, the woman consulted the same doctor 
who again misbehaved with her. During the third visit to 
the hospital on October 7 the same year, she found a young 
woman arguing with the doctor. The victim learnt that the 
doctor had misbehaved with the young woman as well, fol-
lowing which she realised that the doctor had molested her. 
She then informed her husband and subsequently lodged a 
complaint with the police.According to the police, another 
woman had lodged a complaint against the doctor in 2016. 
However, the doctor was acquitted in the case. She then 
challenged the order of the lower court in the high court 
and her petition is pending.

Hyderabad doctor gets 
10 years jail for sexually 
assaulting patient
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Swatantra Bharata Vajrot-
savalu: 1200 children watch 
‘Gandhi’ at GVK Mall in 

Hyderabad: As part of 
Swatantra Bharata Vajrot-
savalu, the Hyderabad 
City Police made arran-
gements for screening of 
‘Gandhi’ movie at GVK 
Mall on Wednesday. 
Around 1200 students 
from various schools 
watched the movie.City 
Police Commissioner 
CV Anand watched the 
cinema along with the 
children and officials in-
cluding DCP (West) Joel 
Davis, Additional DCP 
(West) Iqbal Siddiqui and 
others.“The Chief Minister wanted the movie to be shown to children to 
inculcate a sense of patriotism and the valour of our freedom fighters, the 
value of freedom,”Anand said, adding that the children showed unwave-
ring attention to the movie and paid a standing ovation to the Father of 
the Nation.Anand urged the children to be all-rounders by following 
discipline and social responsibility. “You must put the nation first as your 
prime idea and contribute to the nation’s growth,” he said.

Hyderabad: What was 
once a dump yard is now a 
vibrant vending zone that 
caters to the food lovers 
in the city. Every evening 
around 4 pm, a lane in 
Masab Tank turns into a 
bustling street where kebabs 
are grilled in one corner 
and freshly baked pizzas 
are served in another.It all 
began a few months ago 
when the officials of Greater 
Hyderabad Municipal 
Corporation (GHMC) set 
their sights on transforming 
this road in Vijay Nagar 
Colony that had garbage 
scattered all over leading 
to a mosquito menace.A 
vending zone with over a 
dozen kiosks in bright yel-
low colour was built along 
one side of the road and 
a seating area with tables, 
benches and decorative 
street lights on the opposite.
From chaat to shawarma 
and burgers to different 
kinds of sweets, Chinese 
dishes, and juices, one can 

find all kinds of street food 
there. It also houses a candy 
shop that has become the 
kids’ favourite.The kiosk 
culture seems to have soon 
caught on with the rest of 
the city as the Hitec City 
metro station near the NIFT 
campus has turned into yet 
another hub of kiosks. The 

metro station made room 
for food joints like the Rol-
lazone, Ram ki Bandi and 
others to set up their shops 
under the station.Sanjana’s 
Kitchen which sells typical 
ghar ka khana, Kanji Juice, 
My Fishing Boat which has 
a dining space above their 
kiosk in the metro station, 

and Zomoz which is famous 
for their momos are the 
notable vendors. As the 
Hitec City metro station is 
a common transit point for 
many young IT professio-
nals and with most outlets 
being budget-friendly, the 
place has become a happe-
ning spot.With the success 

of vending zones like the 
Masab Tank Food Street, 
officials are now contem-
plating converting some 
other identified locations in 
the city to create similar eat 
zones.

GHMC transforms dump yard-like lane in 
Masab Tank into vibrant food vending zone 

Hyderabad: A 
commercial gas cy-
linder exploded at the 
King’s Restaurant in 
Mehdipatnam, leaving 
one person seriously 
injured.“It appears that 
the cylinder was not 
properly connected, 
which led to the explo-
sion today. We are still 
determining the exact 
cause,” District Fire 
Officer (DFO) Srinivas.
The explosion hap-
pened on the ground 
floor of a commercial 
complex. According to 
the official, there were 
around 20 people in the 
college on the floors 

above the restaurant. 
They were all evacuated 
safely. “One person 
received burn injuries, 
for which he was taken 
to the hospital imme-
diately. His condition 
seems to be serious,” 
said the officer.
Neighbouring buil-
dings were not affected 
as the fire control de-
partment acted quickly 
and doused the fire 
within minutes.King’s 
restaurant, however, 
was heavily damaged 
as the force of the 
explosion broke down 
the walls and damaged 
furniture.

Gas cylinder explosion at King’s 
in Mehdipatnam; 1 injured

Independence Day fete plantation drive begins 
in Hyderabad 
Hyderabad: As a part 
of Swatantra Bharata 
Vajrotsavalu, around 
2,000 children assembled 
at NBT Nagar in Banjara 
Hills and waved the trico-
lour. Students from eight 
schools assembled at the 
place and cheered for 
the country along with 
Mayor G Vijaya Laxmi.
Meanwhile, a plantation 
drive commenced at 
75 locations identified 
in different parts of the 
city to develop Freedom 
Parks. Planting of sa-
plings at these places in 
multiples of 75, ranging 
from 75 to 750, was taken 

up. Road Number 36, 
Jubilee Hills was one such 
spot where 750 saplings 
were planted in addi-

tion to 7,500 varieties of 
flowering and medicinal 
saplings.Twelve Freedom 
Parks each will be deve-

loped in L B Nagar zone, 
Charminar zone, Serilin-
gampally zone, Kukat-
pally zone, Secunderabad 
zone and 15 parks will be 
developed in Khairatabad 
zone. Works to develop 
open spaces into Free-
dom Parks also began 
on Wednesday and at 
some parks, tree trunks, 
benches, walls and other 
concrete structures of 
the park were painted in 
tricolour.MLC K Kavitha 
participated in a planta-
tion drive at Domalguda 
while Cinematography 
Minister T Srinivas 
Yadav participated in 

the programme at Road 
Number 36, Jubilee Hills.
Chief Secretary Somesh 
Kumar and Urban De-
velopment Special Chief 
Secretary Arvind Kumar 
also attended plantation 
drives at Road Number 
36. Music systems played 
patriotic songs at Chacha 
Nehru Park in Masab 
Tank, KBR Park in Jubilee 
Hills, KLN Yadav Park in 
Sanathnagar and Indira 
Park. Free screening of 
‘Gandhi’ in 552 theatres 
for children across 
Telangana continued on 
Wednesday too.


