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TAKES SHORT

Oppn seeks jpc 
probe on adani

PM Modi's visit 
to Hyderabad 
postponed

AYODHYA: Special 
rocks from which the 
idol of Lord Ram will be 
carved out and placed in 
the sanctum sanctorum 
of the Ram Temple has 
arrived from Nepal, a 
senior functionary of 
the temple trust here 
said.The rocks or 'shilas' 

arrived here late on 
Wednesday night.Spe-
cial prayers were held on 
Thursday afternoon fol-
lowing which the rocks 
were presented to the 
Shri Ram Janambhoomi 
Teerth Kshetra Trust. 
Fifty-one vedic teach-
ers also worshipped 

the rocks, officials said.
Mahant Tapeshwar Das 
of the Janaki Mandir 
in Nepal presented 
these rocks to Champat 
Rai, general secretary 
of Ram Temple Trust, 
they said.The idol of 
Lord Ram's 'baalroop' 
(child form) carved out 

of these stones will be 
placed in the sanctum 
sanctorum of the temple 
which is expected to be 
ready by January next 
year.Vishwa Hindu 
Parishad's national sec-
retary Rajendra Singh 
Pankaj had started 
from Mustang district 

of Nepal on January 25 
with the consignment 
of the two sacred rocks.
These rocks, that are 
60 million-years-old, 
reached Ayodhya from 
Nepal on two different 
trucks. One rock weighs 
26 tonnes and the 
other weighs 14 tonnes, 

Prakash Gupta, office 
in-charge of temple trust 
had earlier said.The two 
rocks were found in 
the Gandaki river at a 
place close to Saligrama 
or Muktinath (place of 
salvation) in Nepal's 
Mustang district.

ED claims Rs 100cr changed 
hands in Delhi liquor scam

Hyderabad: Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi's scheduled 
visit to the city on February 
13 is unlikely to happen 
as he will be busy with the 
Parliament Budget Session 
on that day, sources said.
During his visit to the city, 
the PM was to take part in 
programmes organised by the 
Indian Railways, including 
the groundbreaking cere-
mony of the Secunderabad 
railway station’s Rs 699-crore 
redevelopment project as well 
as the foundation stone cer-
emony for the railway coach 
overhauling factory at Kazipet 
at the cost of Rs 521 crore.The 
PM was to address a public 
meeting later that day. This 
is the second time that the 
PM’s visit to the city has been 
postponed. Earlier, he was 
scheduled to visit Hyderabad 
on January  19.

Hyderabad: The Enforce-
ment Directorate investigat-
ing the Delhi liquor scam on 
Thursday claimed to have 
established hawala transac-
tions, cash deposits in excess 
to liquor sales and benami 
investments including Rs 
1 crore allegedly arranged 
by BRS MLC K. Kavitha to 
one of the kingpins in the 
scam.The latest chargesheet 
filed by the ED, for the first 
time, dragged in the name 
of Delhi Chief Minister 
Arvind Kejriwal who, the 
investigating agency said, 
held video calls with Sameer 
Mahandru at the instance 
of Vijay Nair, both of whom 
were arrested in the case. 
Kejriwal allegedly assured 
Mahandru that Nair was 
“his boy” and that Sameer 
“should trust him and carry 
on with him.”The ED and 

the CBI, which is also prob-
ing the scam, informed the 
court that Rs 100 crore was 
paid as kickback to Aam 
Aadmi Party (AAP) leaders 
of which at least Rs 30 crore 
was arranged through ha-
wala by one of the accused, 
Abhishek Boinpally. The 
ED also cited documentary 
evidence to establish that Rs 
41.3 crore in excess to actual 
sales was deposited in the 
retail entities belonging to 
a city-based businessman.
Besides, the probing agency 
beyond doubt established 
with scientific proof that 
the businessman formed 
and operated a cartel of 
retail outlets in violation 
of the Delhi excise pol-
icy.The ED, going by its 
own chargesheet, largely 
depended on the statements 
issued by different persons 

connected with the scam 
and others summoned 
as witnesses to establish 
Kavitha’s role. The ED so 
far did not submit concrete 
evidence, as it did in the 
case of others, to prove its 
allegations against the BRS 
MLC.One V. Srinivasa Rao, 
a close relative of Kavitha, 
said in his statement to the 
ED that he had arranged Rs 
1 crore payment to Arun 
Pillai to acquire a stake in 
Indo Spirit, the wholesale 
liquor agency that has 
emerged as the epicentre of 
the scam. Pillai was the first 
to admit that he was a bena-
mi of Kavitha, and revealed 
that several meetings were 
held between the South 
Group comprising Kavitha, 
YSR Congress MP Magunta 
Srinivas Reddy and the busi-
nessman, and Vijay Nair.

New Delhi: The Opposi-
tion parties on Thursday 
demanded an investigation 
by a Joint Parliamentary 
Committee (JPC) or a 
Supreme Court-monitored 
panel into the allegations 
of fraud against the Adani 
Group that have triggered 
an unprecedented stock 
crash. Nine political parties 
filed notices in Parliament 
for discussion on the Adani 
stock crash, causing uproar 
after their adjournment 
notices were rejected in 
both Houses, forcing the 
Lok Sabha and Rajya Sabha 
to adjourn for the day.In 
Rajya Sabha, the motion was 
moved by Congress chief 
Mallikarjun Kharge, AAP 
leader Sanjay Singh and K. 
Keshava Rao, an MP from 
Bharat Rashtra Samithi. 
Rajya Sabha chairperson, 
vice-president Jagdeep 
Dhankhar, rejected all 
motions by the Opposition, 
saying they were “not in or-
der”.In Lok Sabha Congress 
whip Manickam Tagore and 
Manish Tewari, along with 
others, filed a similar notice. 
However, Speaker Om Birla 
denied the requests, asking 
members “not to make 
unsubstantiated claims”. 
Agitated members shouted 
slogans.Opposition parties 
DMK, TMC, SP, JD(U), 
Shiv Sena, CPM, CPI, BRS, 
NCP, IUML, NC, AAP, 
Kerala Congress and the 
RJD joined the Congress in 

calling for a probe against 
the Adani Group.The Centre 
is learnt to have asked the 
Sebi to hold  an inquiry 
into the matter. However, 
while the Sebi and the RBI 
conduct their inquiries, the 
Congress wants a separate 
and impartial investigation 
under the supervision of 
the Supreme Court or a JPC 
to probe the charges raised 
in the Hindenburg report 
against the Adani Group.In 
both Houses, several Oppo-
sition parties together raised 
the Hindenburg report, 
demanding discussion on 
the issue and the investment 
of PSUs like LIC and SBI in 
the group. Mr Kharge said 
the Opposition parties have 
also called for day-to-day 
reporting of the JPC or the 
SC-monitored probe into 
the issue concerning public 
money."Keeping public 
interest in mind, we want 

a thorough probe into the 
Adani issue, either by a JPC 
or a Supreme Court-mon-
itored probe. There should 
also be day-to-day reporting 
of the investigation and the 
manner in which govern-
ment-owned companies 
are forced to invest in firms 
that have been exposed by 
the Hindenburg report," Mr 
Kharge said while speaking 
to the media.He added: 
"Whenever we have given 
a notice, it has not been 
accepted by the Chair. That 
is why, we decided to raise 
the (Adani Group) issue in 
one voice in the House as 
crores of money of com-
mon people is invested in 
LIC and public money in 
banks is being given to such 
companies against whom 
foreign agencies have come 
out with charges of irreg-
ularities," he said.Tewari 
said: "It is not a question 

about one promoter but 
about the efficacy of the 
entire regulatory system." 
The Congress MP had also 
given Adjournment Motion 
notice in the Lok Sabha to 
discuss the border situation 
with China.AAP MP Sanjay 
Singh said: "I have written a 
letter to PM, Enforcement 
Directorate and the CBI 
demanding the confiscation 
of Adani’s passport, or else 
if he also flees the country 
like other industrialists and 
capitalists, then crores of 
people in this country will 
be left with nothing."Later, 
AICC head of media and 
publicity department Pawan 
Khera said the Congress 
has raised three important 
demands from the Narendra 
Modi government. "An im-
partial investigation under 
the Chief Justice of the 
Supreme Court, with day-
to-day reports, should be 
carried out or a JPC should 
be formed to investigate 
the Hindenburg Research 
report in detail. Adani’s 
risky investments in LIC, 
SBI and other nationalised 
banks should be discussed 
in Parliament and appro-
priate steps should be taken 
to protect the investors," he 
said.Khera added that the 
Congress strongly maintains 
that when Rahul Gandhi 
talks about "’Suit Boot Ki 
Sarkar’, ‘Hum Do, Hamare 
Do’ and now ‘Mitra Kaal’, 
he is not talking about any 

Rare rocks for Lord Ram idol reach Ayodhya from Nepal

massive fire broke out in a timber depot

A massive fire broke out in a timber depot in Musheerabad, Hyderabad, on Tuesday early morning. The flames 
spread fast  to a huge stock of dry wood. Local people  noticed the fire and informed the fire brigade. Officials 
from the Fire Department shared that no casualties or injuries have been reported.

All eyes on Governor’s address
Hyderabad: The State 
Budget for 2023–24 will be 
presented in the Legislative 
Assembly on February 6 by 
finance minister T. Harish 
Rao, but all eyes will be 
on Governor Dr Tamilsai 
Soundararajan's address 
on the first day of the joint 
session of the Legislative 
Council and Legislative 
Assembly on February 3, 
to see whether she sticks 
to the speech approved 
by the Cabinet or deviates 
from it.Dr Soundararajan’s 
address, coming as it does 
after a two-year gap, has 
sparked a heated debate in 
political circles about what 
the Governor would do if 
the Chandrashekar Rao 
Cabinet-approved address 
contained criticism of the 
BJP-led government at the 
Centre or of Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi, or praise 
of itself.Further, there is 
political talk on how Chief 
Minister Chandrashekar 

Rao, ministers, BRS MLAs, 
and MLCs would respond 
if the Governor added her 
own remarks supporting 
the Centre and the PM, as 
well as whether or not they 
would permit her to com-
plete her address without 
interruption.The CM had 
earlier accused the Gover-
nor of adding contents in 
her speech that were not 
approved by the Cabinet 
during the Budget session 
in March 2021 praising 
the Centre and Modi with 
regard to the Covid vacci-
nation.Also, what would the 
response be if the Governor 

avoided reading out parts of 
the address if they criticized 
the Centre and the PM or 
praised the BRS government 
unduly.Political observers 
say that Article 176 of the 
Constitution only speaks 
about the special address 
by the Governor at the 
commencement of the first 
session in the New Year. 
There is no rule that the 
Governor has to read out 
the speech approved by the 
Cabinet. Governors could 
read out something on their 
own. That will, however, not 
go into the proceedings of 
the House. Only the speech 
approved by the state will be 
recorded in the proceedings, 
believe political analysts. 
The Governor's address 
comes in the wake of a 
face-off between Raj Bhavan 
and Pragathi Bhavan over a 
number of issues, includ-
ing the seven Bills that are 
pending in the Governor's 
office and a major dispute 

KCR's public meeting on Sunday: 
BRS leaders sweat it out at Nanded

Noted director K. 
Viswanath dead
HYDERABAD: Veteran 
film director Kalatapasvi K. 
Viswanath died here late on 
Thursday while undergoing 
treatment for age-related 
illnesses at a hospital here.
He was 92.Known for 
his legendary films like 
Sankarabharanam, Swati-
muthyam, Sagarasangamam 
and Sirivennela, Viswanath 
directed 50 films and was the 
honoured with the Padma 
Shri and the Dadasaheb 
Phalke award. He won five 
national awards and seven 
Nandi Awards.Known for 
making films on range of 
human and social issues, he 
started his career as a direc-
tor in 1951 as an assistant di-
rector in Patala Bhairavi. In 
his 50-year career, he made 
films on caste, disability, 
gender discrimination and 
misogyny. His last film as 
director was Subhapradam in 
2010.He worked with a range 
of top actors and actresses 
and his films were known for 
their music. 

Hyderabad: BRS leaders and 
workers have been camping 
in Nanded for the past few 
days to ensure a grand suc-
cess of the first rally of BRS 
outside Telangana, slated for 
February 5. BRS president 
and Chief Minister K. Chan-
drashekar Rao will address 
the public meeting. The rally 
has been planned to admit 
local leaders from various 
parties in Maharashtra into 
BRS.Endowments minister 
Allola Indrakaran Reddy, 
government whip Balka 
Suman, MLAs Jogu Ra-
manna and G. Vittal Reddy, 

TSIIC chairman Gyadari 
Balamallu and civil supplies 
corporation chairman 
Sardar Ravinder Singh are 
camping in Delhi for the 
last two weeks. Some more 
ministers, MLAs and MLCs 
will reach Nanded after 
the first day of the Budget 

session. BRS leaders have 
been touring various towns 
and villages in Nanded 
district and interacting with 
sarpanches, ward members, 
former MLAs, SC, ST and 
BC leaders, students and 
farmers organisations urg-
ing them to join BRS in the 
presence of Chandrashekar 
Rao on February 5. They 
are highlighting the myriad 
welfare schemes of the BRS 
government in Telangana 
and assuring the locals that 
they would be implement-
ed in Maharashtra if BRS 
comes to power.
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Demand up for seats in 
government schools: G 
Jagadish Reddy

TS Assembly session to begin from 
Feb 3 with Governor's address

Suryapet: Energy Minister G Jaga-
dish Reddy on Wednesday said the 
Mana Ooru-Mana Badi programme 
was an example of the commitment 
of Chief Minister K Chandrashek-
har Rao to the development of gov-
ernment schools in the State.Inau-
gurating classrooms constructed in 
the government school at Chivvemla 
in the district with Rs 18 lakh under 
‘Mana Ooru Mana Badi‘ scheme, 
he said the State government had 
laid special focus on improving the 
quality of education in government 
schools in addition to developing 
facilities. The people were now 
favouring government-run educa-
tional institutions and hospitals over 
corporate ones, he said, adding that 
demand for seats in government 
residential schools and colleges was 
more than that for corporate edu-
cational institutions.Telangana was 
only the State in the country, which 
had 1,000 government residential 
schools, he said, adding that Rs 177 
crore was sanctioned for the devel-
opment of government schools in 
Suryapet district.

Hyderabad: The Telan-
gana Assembly Session 
is all set to start from 
Friday with Governor 
Tamilisai Soundar-
arajan's address in the 
joint session (Assem-
bly and Council) on 
the first day.Sources 
said Chief Minister K 
Chandrasekhar Rao 
government has already 
provided a speech copy 
to the Governor."Let-
ters have been set to 
all MLAs and MLCs 
regarding the joint 
session and Governor's 
speech. The duration 
of the session will be 
decided in the Business 
Advisory Commit-
tee meeting after the 
Governor's speech," 
sources told PTI.The 
government likely to 
table the State Budget 
next week.The Gover-
nor has already issued 
a notification sum-
moning the Assembly 
session beginning from 
February 3, ending 
speculation on whether 
there would be her 
speech or not in the 
session.After the patch-
up with the Raj Bhavan, 
the Chief Minister K 
Chandrasekhar Rao-led 
government on January 
30 evening approached 
Soundararajan request-
ing her to give assent to 
the Budget document 
and address the session 
for which she agreed.A 
row broke out last year 
when the Governor's 
customary address to 
the Assembly did not 
take place.Soundar-
arajan, who assumed 
the office of Governor 

in 2019, has been 
complaining of the 
state government not 
following protocol with 
regard to her office for 
more than a year.She 
has pointed out about 
officials not turning up 
as per protocol during 
her visits to districts, 
even as she maintained 
that it is not about her 
as an individual and 
that the office of the 
Governor should be 
respected.The ruling 
BRS leaders denied the 
government disrespect-
ing her.The differenc-
es between the BRS 
government and Raj 
Bhavan came to the fore 
once again on January 
26 with KCR staying 
away from the Republic 
Day celebrations held 
at the Raj Bhavan here.
In a dramatic turn of 
events, the Telangana 
government on January 
30 moved a Lunch 
Motion before the 
Telangana High Court 
seeking a direction to 
the Governor to ap-
prove the file pertaining 
to budget presentation.
However, following 
an advice from the 

Court, advocates of 
the state government 
and the Raj Bhavan 
held discussions and 
informed the court 
that they both came to 
an understanding and 
hence the court can 
dispose of the petition.
During the discussions, 
it was agreed that there 
will an address by the 
Governor during the 
Budget Session and the 
speech copy would be 
furnished by the State 
government.Earlier that 
day, the government 
knocked the door of the 
High Court stating that 
the State government 
was yet to receive the 
Governor's approval to 
the budget to be pre-
sented in the Assembly 
Session beginning Fri-
day.The court expressed 
its opinion that the 
both the constitutional 
functionaries should 
resolve amicably and 
come to an under-
standing.As per the 
discussions, there will 
be a Governor's Budget 
Speech this time, Advo-
cate General BS Prasad 
had said.
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Political Leaders must focus 
on economics, not politics: KTR

Be your own valentine and make heads turn in the 
stunning platinum jewellery by PLATINUM EVARA
Hyderabad, Feb-
ruary 2023: With 
Valentine’s Day 
around the corner, 
dedicate this time of 
the year to celebrat-
ing self-love! True 
happiness always 
begins with loving 
yourself. So this 
month of love, be 
your own Valentine 
by gifting yourself a 
metal that is just as 
unique and rare as 
you are – precious 
platinum. 
Born from the stars, 
platinum is one of 
the rarest metals to 
exist on this planet, 
akin to the rare and 
progressive choice of 
young women who 
wear their identity 
proudly on their 
sleeves. Platinum’s 
intrinsic durability 
and strength, allows 
this white metal to 
stay untarnished 
through the passage 
of time, and lend 
itself to timeless 
jewellery designs. 
Crafted from 95% 
pure platinum, 
Platinum EVARA 
by PGI India offers 
a curated collec-
tion of exquisitely 
crafted platinum 
jewellery. Embed-

ded with meaning, 
every piece in this 
collection is an ode 
to the woman who 
stays true to her core 
and embraces all 
parts of herself. Be 
it casualwear, party 
wear, workwear or 
even Indian wear, 
the stunning col-
lection by Platinum 
EVARA promises 
to take the style quo-
tient a notch higher 
by offering designs 
that complement 
and elevate different 
looks across occa-
sions. The versatile 
range includes an 
array of designs that 
range from captivat-
ing necklaces and 
alluring wristwear 
to intricately crafted 
earrings and elegant 

rings. Delicate yet 
seamless forms, 
combined with 
alluring diamond 
cuts come together 
to create one-a-kind 
pieces that seam-
lessly complement 
your outfits while 
making a discerning 
style statement.As 
much as we cheer 
for our loved ones, it 
is equally important 
to also be your own 
biggest cheerlead-
er. There is no love 
like self-love and 
no better time to 
accept and appreci-
ate yourself, as you 
take those strides to 
own your individu-
ality. So, this Valen-
tine’s Day, celebrate 
self-love as you pick 
from a stunning ar-

ray of platinum jew-
ellery pieces from 
Platinum EVARA’s 
curated collection 
for yourself! 
Platinum dancing 
lines: 
This elegant chain, 
crafted in rare 
platinum features 
cylindrical plat-
inum forms of 
mismatched lengths. 
Symbolic of life’s 
many highs and 
lows, and your de-
cision to face them 
all while owning 
the woman within 
in her purest, most 
unabashed form.
Platinum beaded 
glory:
You are defined by 
the many facets of 
your personality that 
seamlessly come to-

gether to create your 
unique identity. This 
is represented in the 
multi-faceted design 
of this interlinked 
bracelet, where rose 
gold and platinum 
pellets come togeth-
er to form a unique 
design narrative. 
Platinum Seamless 
Elegance:
This bracelet with 
fluid lines of plat-
inum coming 
together in a di-
amond studded 
centre is a statement 
in simplicity. A 
reminder that you 
must celebrate your 
unique identity even 
in those seemingly 
simple yet meaning-
ful everyday mo-
ments that bring you 
joy and comfort. 

Platinum Magical 
Hurricane Earrings:
Wear these magical 
hurricane earrings 
and let the world 
know who you are. 
Crafted in platinum, 
a metal known for 
its inherent resil-
ience, these earrings 
can stand the test of 
time akin to your 
own story.
Platinum Starfall
Like a stunning 
medley of shooting 
stars falling from the 
night sky, this piece 
is designed to re-
mind you   that you 
leave an indelible 
impression on those 
around by simply 
walking through 
life, being true to 
yourself. 

Hyderabad: Telangana 
IT and Industries K 
T Rama Rao, while 
addressing the NHRD 
(National human 
resource development) 
conference, said that 
the politicians in India 
focus on upcoming 
elections while they 
should focus on the 
future of the upcom-
ing generation.Dele-
gates from 25 different 
states participated in 
the program where 
KTR started his speech 
by addressing the 
Union Budget 2023-24 
presented yesterday by 
Union finance min-
ister Nirmala Sitha-
raman.The minister 
was stressing that the 
Union Budget must 
have been distributed 
equally between all the 
states to achieve the 
goal of India becoming 
a 25 trillion econo-
my.“We need to think 
whether the leadership 
of our nation is giving 
us the aspirations of 
being a 25 trillion 
economy,” underlined 
KTR. ‘Decode The 
Future’, was the topic 
of discussion at the 
HICC (Hyderabad 
International Con-
vention Centre) on 
Thursday where KTR 
remarked on ‘India’ as 
being the 5th largest 
economy in terms of 
GDP and 142nd coun-
try in terms of its per 
capita income in the 

World.KTR further 
remarked that though 
India stands in the 
list of most populous 
countries in the world, 
with 65 percent of 
its population being 
youngsters, a majority 
of the wealth of the 
nation was owned by a 
few individuals.“Peo-
ple management is 
the biggest challenge 
any leader faces when 
handling an entity, be 
it President, Prime 
Minister, or the chief 
minister of any state,” 
claimed KTR.While 
listing out a few devel-
opments in Telangana 
owing to its right 
leadership decisions, 
KTR said that World’s 
largest MNCs like 
Apple Microsoft, Uber, 
Amazon Google, etc 
have chosen to build 
their largest campus in 
Hyderabad.Telan-
gana has success-
fully achieved many 
milestones in a span 
of a few years because 
of the chief minister 

KCR’s recognition of 
the grass root prob-
lems, followed by the 
deployment of projects 
in a timely and effec-
tive fashion.“Telan-
gana made good 
use of natural and 
human resources and 
achieved an increase 
in per capita income of 
Rs.2.75 lakh from Rs 
1.24 lakh in 2014”, said 
KTR.“Hyderabad was 
the vaccine capital of 
the world. In the last 
8.5 years, Telangana 
issued nearly 22,000 
clearances for Indus-
tries through TS-IP-
ASS and generated 
21 lakh direct jobs”, 
applauded KTR.“If 
only, leaders across 
the nation worked like 
leaders in Telangana, 
catalysing five trillion 
economies would not 
be a tough goal to 
achieve,” virtues the 
minister.Highlighting 
the difference between 
GDP and wealth, 
KTR said, “GDP is 
the reflection of the 

economic activity of a 
nation, but a wealth of 
a nation is a combina-
tion of its assets both 
natural resources and 
human resources how 
they are likely to in-
fluence the economic 
activity over a longer 
term.”Comparing 
the statistics of other 
developed nations 
like China with India, 
the minister ques-
tioned, “India has an 
abundance of natural 
resources, amazing 
talents, and a median 
age of 28. So why are 
we still behind in hav-
ing all these resources 
available?”He also 
mentioned the success 
of Japan which stands 
as the third largest 
country in the world 
even with adverse 
geographic conditions 
and minimal resourc-
es.“China and Japan 
excelled because they 
focused on develop-
ment while India’s 
focus was on politics,” 
he said.Taking a dig 
at Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi, KTR 
said, “PM says freebie 
culture is bad for 
our country, but one 
should remember the 
fact that India is still a 
third-world country, 
he said.He further 
stated his concern 
for the youth of India 
becoming job seekers 
rather than becoming 
job providers.

Hyderabad: The YSR 
Telangana Party 
chief YS Sharmila on 
Thursday dared chief 
minister K Chan-
drasekhar Rao to walk 
along with her for just 
3 kms to know the 
plight of people in 
Telangana.She threw 
this challenge at KCR 
before embarking 
on the last leg of her 
Praja Prasthanam 
padayatra.Speaking 
to the media at her 
residence in Hyde-
rabad, Y S Sharmila 
said, “KCR has failed 

to fulfill any of the 
promises he made to 
the people of Telan-
gana. For the past 
nine years, there is no 
section in the state 
that has not suffered 
from this autocratic 
and inefficient rule. 
From farmers’ plight 
to the youth’s distress, 
women’s issues to 
education, KCR has 
failed to keep every 
promise he made.” 
Sharmila further said 
that when her party 
tried to expose KCR’s 
failures and corrup-

tion, her padaya-
tra was ruthlessly 
attacked. “Today, I 
challenge the chief 
minister to walk with 
us for a full day and if 
you show us that every 
person in the state 
is happy and has no 
problems for you to 
solve, then I will wit-
hdraw from politics. I 
am gifting this brand 
new pair of shoes to 
walk. This is as per 
your size and there 
is a bill to exchange 
in case it doesn’t fit.” 
she remarked.

YS Sharmila dares KCR to walk 
for a day with her; gifts walking shoes to CM

Telangana Governor Dr Tamilisai Soundararajan inaugurated the 
“Cardiovascular Pulmonary Resuscitation (CPR) awareness Training 
programme”,on Thursday by the NRI Doctors belongs to alumni of 
Gandhi Medical College, at Hyderabad and settled at USA, at Raj Bhavan 
Community Hall (Samskruti), near Raj Bhavan School, Hyderabad 
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All India 2-day Women's Conference  
Announce  in 4 States on Friday:  Waheed Ahmed 

Class 10 Mathematics model practice 
exam to be held on Feb 5 
Hyderabad, 
Februarury 3,
Prashanth reddy
(Wakeup telangana) The 
free model test for Class 
10 mathematics will be 
conducted on The Feb 5 
under the patronage of Sri 
Sai Vignana Bharati College 
in Padmarao Nagar, college 
principal RamaDevi said. 
Students of any school 
in the city can write this 
test. The three-hour test 
will have a single question 
paper in the same manner 
as suggested by the state 
SSC board. Cash prizes will 
also be presented to the top 
three ranked students with 
high marks, he said, adding 
that the best students will 
be given free admissions in 

their colleges and merit cer-
tificates will be given to the 
students who have appeared 
in the examination. On this 
occasion, the principal of 
the college, RamaDevi, is 
directly informing the stu-

dents about the free model 
test for class 10 mathematics 
for the students of various 
schools in the city. For de-
tails, contact 040-42620754 
and 040-42621395.

Hyderabad, 
Februarury 3,
(Wakeup telangana): 
Mumtaz Ahmed Khan 
MLA Charminar and Janab 
B. Shafiullah, IFS., Direc-
tor, Minorities Welfare, on 
Thursday inspected the 
renovation work of the 
Historical Makkah Masjid. 
He reviewed the progress of 
the work and directed the 
officials to complete it at the 
earliest basis. He reviewed 
the preparatory works 
for the month of Rama-

dan. DMWO Hyderabad 
Mohammed Ilyas and other 
officials of Archaeological 
and Minorities Welfare De-
partment were present on 
this occasion. He informed 
that modern machinery 
will be used to save time. 
He took stock of various 
restoration works being 
taken up. He instructed the 
officials to come up with ac-
tion plan and complete the 
restoration work, illumina-
tion and electrical works.

MLA Charminar and Director, Minorities 
Welfare inspects renovation work of Makkah Masjid 

ASBL (Ashoka Builders India Private Limited)

Hyderabad, Februarury 3,
V kiran kumar,(Wakeup telangana): At 
Manchrial RTC Depot in Mancherial 
District Center, an awareness program 
was organized for the RTC bus drivers 
with appropriate instructions regarding 
traffic rules and precautions to be taken 
for the safety of passengers. Traffic 
Inspector Naresh Kumar said in this 
program... He said that drivers should 
drive defensively and drive at a fixed 
speed in the area with bylines on both 
sides of the road and drive slowly in 
the area where there are cattle and an-
imals. During the journey, you should 
drive while maintaining a distance of 
about 50ft from the vehicle in front of 
you. He pointed out the irresponsibility 
of some drivers who were disrupting 
the traffic at many places. They want 
to know that if the vehicles are driv-
en according to the method, all the 
vehicles will reach their destinations 
on time. Stopping is not allowed at 
intersections. Buses should be stopped 

in the designated areas. Drivers should 
exercise restraint while driving, do not 
use cell phones while driving, drive the 
bus only at the prescribed speed, stop 
only at bus stands in urban areas, do 
not park in a way that disturbs other 
motorists, and take all precautions 
while overtakingIt is advised to take 
it, drive without overtaking in urban 
areas and strictly follow traffic signals 
at intersections.Mancherial Traffic 
Inspector K. Naresh Kumar along with 
Mancherial RTC DM Ravindranath, 
RTC drivers and traffic staff participat-
ed in this awareness program

Drive buses following traffic rules: 
Traffic Inspector Naresh Kumar 

Hyderabad, 
Februarury 3,
Prashanth reddy
(Wakeup telangana):
The 12th Annual 2-day All 
India Women's Conference 
Meeting With Imams and 
Khattabs of Mosques held 
in Jamiat-ul-Mominat at 
Mughalpura.  Under the 
Chairmanship of President 
of Majlis Isteqbaliya Alhaj 
Moulvi Waheed Ahmed 
Advocate State President 
Advocates Forum for 
Justice was held.  Under 
the patronage of Dr. Mufti 
Mohd Mastan Ali Qadri  
Nazim-e-Ala Jamiat Ul 
Mominat. On this Occasion 
Dr. Mufti Hafiz Md Saber 
Pasha Qadri  Broadcasting 
and Publication MajlisIste-
qbaliya, General Secretary 
MajlisIsteqbaliya Dr. Mufti 
Md Abdul Vasay Ahmed 
Sufi , Hafiz Md Sabir 
Pasha Imam and Khatib 
Haj Hawz, Hafiz Mohd 
Obaid Raza, Moulana 
Hafiz Md Riaz Ahmad 
Ashrafi, Moulana Hafiz Md 
Imran Anwari , Hafiz Syed 
Mazhar Anwari,Mufti Shaik 
Abid Ali Masjid Shukoor 
Lal Darwaza, Hafiz Md 

Ahatsham, Hafiz Md Yunus 
Masjid Arabs Qazipu-
ra,Md Taufiq Masjid,Hafiz 
Syed Nadeemullah, Imam 
Mosque Umar Farooq,Hafiz 
Shaik Jafar Imam and Khat-
ib Masjid Bilqis Osman,Md 
Sultan,Hafiz Omar Ali Shah 
and all Imams &  Khateeb 
of  Mosques participated.
On this occasion President 
Majlis Isteqbaliya Alhaj 
Moulvi Waheed Ahmed 
Advocate thanked all the 
Imams for accepting their 
invitation and also thanks 
to Announce for Inviting to 
Mussallies of Masajid in All 
India Women's Conference 
Maghrib and Juma Prayers 
on Friday and the com-
ing Friday and including 

it in their speeches, they 
will include the speeches 
in consideration of the 
importance of  knowledge 
and Islamic Studies among 
women. Waheed Ahmed 
Advocate President Majli-
sIsteqbaliya said that in all 
Telangana State, Andhra 
Pradesh, Maharashtra and 
Karnataka, the announce-
ment and awareness will 
be raised on Insha Allah ( 
Grace of God)after Juma 
Prayer.  His Humble  
request to all Imams of the 
mosques to announce the 
All India Women's Con-
ference in their respective 
mosques.

Hyderabad, 
Februarury 3,
Prashanth reddy
(Wakeup telangana):
TPCC member Dr. Satyam 
Srirangam said that in 
his Media Statement on 
Thursday.Telangana will not 
be included in the central 
budget, and discrimination 
against Telangana has been 
shown once again. This time 
also there is no mention of 
Kazipet railway coach facto-
ry, Bayyaram steel industry, 
turmeric board and other 
Assurances not mentioned 
in the Partition Act. Un-
employment is among the 
problems facing India.He 
said that the creation of 2 

crore jobs in the country 
was not seen anywhere in 
the budget. He said that 
both the BJP and BRS 
governments are colluded  
injustice done to Telanga-
na in the budget, but CM 
KCR never fought with the 
center for the interests of 
the state. Clearly visible in 
this recent budget BRS and 
BJP have become a curse for 
the people of Telangana.He 
criticized that the central 
budget has disappointed 
the poor and middle class 
people instead of allocating 
funds for the welfare of 
the poor, taxes are being 
collected to benefit the 
businessmen.  He said that 

inflation andUnemployment 
in the country will increase 
with such a budget.  He 
said that the funds for the  
employment guarantee  for 
the poor have also been 
cut.  Inflation is killing the 
common man and the main 

reason for this is the huge 
increase in the prices of 
petrol, diesel and essentials 
goods. When he said that 
the income has increased 
in the current financial year 
and the GST collection 
of one lakh and fifty six 
thousand crore rupees is at 
a record level in one month, 
he questioned why the pric-
es of petrol and diesel have 
not been reduced.  Similarly, 
if we come to the agricul-
ture sector, it will be clear if 
we look at this year's budget 
that there is an anti-farmer 
government at the Cen-
tre, Union government is 
diverting crores of farmers 
towards organic agriculture, 

he said, because it is to 
reduce the subsidy given on 
fertiliser.  He clarified that 
this budget is of no use to 
the farmers.  He said that no 
new Navodaya Vidyalayas 
have been allocated to the 
state in the central budget.  
He said that this budget is 
not useful for  sections of 
society like common people, 
unemployed and farmers 
and this budget will not 
work for people exception 
Union government doing 
for propaganda.  BJP leaders 
commented that the budget 
is a bonanza for the middle 
class.  He questioned how 
this would be a bonanza for 
the middle class people.

Dr Srirangam says union government has disappointed middle class and BPL  

Hyderabad: I am writing to you on 
behalf of ASBL (Ashoka Builders India 
Private Limited), a dynamic and rapid-
ly growing brand in the Hyderabad real 
estate realm. ASBL’s constant efforts 
to innovate in terms of design and 
construction technology have made 
them synonymous with reliability, 
quality, and time-sensitivity. Please find 
appended the post-budget comment by 
Mr. Ajitesh Korupolu, Founder & CEO, 
ASBL. “First of all, I’d like to congrat-
ulate everyone for the new income tax 
regime announced. With multiple ini-
tiatives aimed at infrastructural devel-
opment, the government has ensured 
that taxpayers and businesses alike 
have several causes for celebration. 
Among the Urban Planning initiatives, 
the enhanced opportunities for private 
investment, transit-oriented focus on 
development and considerations for 
urban sanitation will be key drivers 

that improve the quality of life in our 
cities. The proposed Artificial Intelli-
gence-led research in Sustainable Cities 
will hopefully solve many complexities 
we face in the design, construction and 
planning of urban landscapes. “

Hyderabad, 
Februarury 3,
Prashanth reddy
(Wakeup telangana) BJP Senior Leader and 
OBC morcha executive member Pittala 
Chandra Shekar expressed positive opinion 
on Finance Minister Mrs Nirmala Sithara-
man presented the Budget on Wednesday. 
In his Media Statement.Pittala expressed 
immensely happiness for  
10 reasons to  welcome this budget Consol-
idating the India. his positive note on ten 
aspects I
 Capital investment outlay increased by 
33% to Rs 10 trillion. 
stronger Ease of Compliance and Income 
Tax benefit for Startups.Establishing Urban 
Infrastructure Development Fund. 
Promoting greater digital payments.Excel-
lence for AI and National Digital Library 
for children and adolescents.
 Making India Global Hub for Shree Anna 
(Millets),  establishing Agriculture Accel-
erator Fund and building digital public 
infrastructure for agriculture.
Promoting Pharma 157 new nursing 
colleges..Expand opportunities through 

initiatives on skills& apprentice  creating 30 
Skill India International Centres. 
Investing in Energy Transition and Net 
Zero objectives,  green mobility and renew-
able energy evacuation from Ladakh. Modi 
Government’s pro-women policy commits 
to taking 8.1 million Self-Help Groups 
of rural women to become enterpreneur.
Focus on 50 destinations to be developed 
as complete package with digital support. 
India’s aspirations and targets are on a scale 
that will impact the world. Expect these de-
velopments to feature prominently in global 
conversations, including at G20.

On Amrit Kaal Budget  positive note 
Opinion by Pittala Chandra Shekar  

Sudagani Harishankar Goud distributed the 
winner and Runner prizes in cricket tourney 

Hyderabad, 
Februarury 3,
Prashanth reddy
(Wakeup telangana) Yada-
girigutta.Yadadri Bhuvan-
agiri District, Yadagirigutta 
Mandal, Tallagudem village 
for the 3rd consecutive 
time under the patronage 
of Sudagani Foundation, 
attended the season-3 
district level cricket 
competition organized by 
Vivekananda Youth as the 
chief guest and cash prize 
of Rs.  BJP state leader Shri 
Sudgani Harishankar Goud 
presented the cash prize for 
winners choleru team 20000 
Tallagudem runners team 
10000 RS.  Local Sarpanch 
Mr. Idulakanti Bhaskar 
Goud, Choleru Sarpanch 

Mr. Totakuru Beeraya Ku-
ruma, Mr. Kallem Srinivas 
Goud, Tournament Orga-
nizers Mr. Battini Mahesh 
Goud, Mr. Vattipelli Raju, 
Mr. Idulakanti Madhu, 
Sudagani Karunakar, Man 
of the Series  Mr. Sudagani 
Ashok, Man of the Match 
Mr. Jahangir, Cholleru 
Captain Mr. Sai, Tallagudem 
Captain Mr. Chintu, Mr. 
Sudagani Durga Prasad, 
Mr. Rampelli Prashanth, 
Mr. Battini Sai Kumar, Mr. 
Pittala Prem Chandu, Mr. 
Battini Bhuvana  Chandra 
garu, Shri Ryakala Sidhu 
garu, Kasau Surya garu, Shri 
Sudagani Sampath garu,  
Sudagani Pranai and others 
participated.

KANTI VELUGU Organised by TNGOs Union, Hyderabad Dist
Hyderabad, 
Februarury 3,
(Wakeup telangana):
TS Union Hyderabad 
district president Sevaratna 
Seva Bhushan Prajarat-
na Dr. Syed Majedullah 
Hussaini (Mujeeb) organ-
ised KANTI VELUGU 
program at Gruhakalpa 
Office, Nampally. Home 
Minister Janab Mehmood 
Ali Garu and Excise &  
Sports Minister Shri.V.Sri-
nivas Goud inaugurated the 
programme. Central Union 
General Secretary R. Pratap 
members Mr. Ramineni Sri-
nivasa Rao, Mrs. Uma Devi, 
Kondal Reddy, Mrs. Shailaja, 
Hyderabad City President 
Sriram, Secretary Srikanth, 
Fourth Class Union Presi-
dent Gaddam Gyaneshwar, 
Executive Committee 

members, Unit President 
Secretaries and primary 
members participated in 
the program.  About 200 
people were examined in the 
morning of the program. 
On this occasion, the chief 
guests thanked the Chief 
Minister of Telangana Mr. 

Kalukunda Chandrasekhara 
Rao for organizing eye light 
program like no other in 
the country.  He specially 
congratulated Dr. Mujeeb 
and his committee members 
for organizing such a grand 
event in Hyderabad District.

Mr.Gopi Krishna, Director - Manepally Jewellers along with 
Actress Saloni Aswani - Likhita Yalamanchali - (Miss India 
Andhra Pradesh - 2022), Models & Jewellery Lovers at the 
Grand Date Announcement Event - Announcing Launch 
Date of 6th Showroom of Manepally Jewellers at an Event at 
Hotel Marigold, Ameerpet in Hyderabad on Thursday.

Actress Saloni Aswani - Likhita Yalamanchali - (Miss India Andhra 
Pradesh - 2022), Models, Jewellery Lovers Showcases Exquisite Manepally 
Jewellery on Ramp at the in hyderabad on Thursday.
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BJP To Con-
test 20 Seats 
In Nagaland 
Election

New Delhi: The Central Elec-
tion Committee (CEC) of the 
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) 
announced a list of 20 candi-
dates for the Nagaland Assem-
bly polls today.The party has 
decided to field Party State unit 
president Temjen Imna Along 
from the Alongtaki Legisla-
tive Assembly constituency.
Apart from Temjen Imna, the 
party has given tickets to H. 
Tovihoto Ayemi from Dima-
pur-I; N Jacob Zhimomi from 
Ghaspani-I (ST); Er. Kropol 
Vistu from Southern Angaml-II 
(ST); Panjung Jamir from Tuli 
(ST); Imkong L Imchen from 
Koridang (ST); Kazheto Kin-
imi from Akuluto (ST); Kahull 
Sema from Atoizu (ST).H. 
Khehovi from Suruhoto (ST); 
Yanthungo Patton from Tyui 
(ST) Renbonthung Ezung from 
Wokha (ST); Mmhonlumo 
Kikon from Bhandari (ST); P. 
Paiwang Konyak from Tizit 
(ST); Konngam Konyak from 
Phomching (ST); Er. Cheong 
Konyak from Mon Town (ST). 
S. Pangnyu Phom from Lon-
gleng (ST); Sethrongkyu Sang-
tam from Longkhim Chare 
(ST); Bashangmongba Chang 
from Tuensang Sadar-I (ST); 
H. Haiying from Noklak (ST); 
from V. Kashiho Sangtam from 
Seyochung Sitimi (ST).Earlier 
on Wednesday, the Central 
Election Committee of the 
Bharatiya Janata Party held 
a meeting over the upcom-
ing Meghalaya and Nagaland 
Assembly elections under the 
presidentship of Jagat Prakash 
Nadda.Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi also attended the 
meeting. In Nagaland, the 
party will contest the polls in 
alliance with the Nationalist 
Democratic Progressive Party 
(NDPP). In Nagaland, BJP will 
be contesting on 20 seats out 
of 60 seats."We will contest 20 
out of 60 seats in Nagaland. 
The rest of the seats have been 
given to our alliance partner 
NDPP. We'll contest all 60 seats 
in Meghalaya. Our tagline is 
'M Power Meghalaya' means 
Modi-powered Meghalaya and 
a double-engine government 
will be formed there," the party 
said on Thursday.Voting for 
Assembly elections in Nagaland 
will be held in a single phase on 
February 27. The results will be 
declared on March 2.

The Philippines and 
the United States have 
agreed to expand their 
defence pact, with US 
troops allowed access 
to four more military 
bases in the Southeast 
Asian nation, accord-
ing to a joint statement 
from the two countries’ 
defence departments.
The agreement was un-
veiled during a visit to 
Manila by US Defense 
Secretary, Lloyd Austin, 
during which he held 
talks with Philippine 
President Ferdinand 
Marcos Jr, who took 
office last year. “The 
Philippines and the 
United States are proud 
to announce their plans 
to accelerate the full 
implementation of the 
Enhanced Defense 
Cooperation Agree-
ment (EDCA) with the 
agreement to desig-
nate four new Agreed 
Locations in strategic 
areas of the country 
and the substantial 
completion of the 
projects in the existing 
five Agreed Locations,” 
the joint statement said. 
It was published on 
the websites of the US 
Department of Defense 
and on the Philippines’ 
Department of National 
Defense.EDCA forms 
part of a decades-long 
security alliance be-
tween the US and the 

Philippines, and allows 
US troops to rotate 
through five Philippine 
bases, including those 
near disputed waters.
It also allows for the 
US military to store 
defence equipment and 
supplies on those bases.
The statement said 
the expansion would 
make the two countries’ 
alliance “stronger and 
more resilient” and 
“accelerate moderniza-
tion of our combined 
military capabilities”. 
The statement did not 
elaborate on the new 
locations, but said 
they would “allow 
more rapid support 
for humanitarian and 

climate-related disas-
ters in the Philippines”. 
The US had allocated 
more than $82 million 
towards infrastructure 
investments at EDCA’s 
existing five sites, it 
added. The expan-
sion comes as China 
becomes increasingly 
assertive in pressing its 
claim to the self-ruled 
island of Taiwan, as 
well as in the South 
China Sea where it 
claims almost the entire 
waterway under its 
controversial nine-dash 
line. The Philippines, 
other Southeast Asian 
nations and Taiwan 
also have overlapping 
claims to the sea, which 

is a major global trade 
route.The relationship 
between the Philippines 
and the US – longtime 
allies – was strained un-
der Marcos Jr’s prede-
cessor Rodrigo Duterte, 
who favoured China 
and threatened to sever 
ties with Washington 
and expel US troops.
But ties have warmed 
under the new admin-
istration, with US Vice 
President Kamala Har-
ris visiting last Novem-
ber. “This is really the 
dawn of a new era after 
a rocky few years,” said 
Al Jazeera correspon-
dent Barnaby Lo, who 
is in Manila.

"Children Proud That Siddique 
Kappan Is Their Father": Wife 
On His Release

Lucknow: "I struggled," Kerala 
journalist Siddique Kappan said 
minutes after he walked out of 
jail on Thursday to camera crews, 
a small curious crowd -- and to 
his wife and teen son, waiting 
patiently, just as they had for the 
more than two years since he was 
imprisoned on his way to Hathras.
The relief was writ large on their 
faces but so was the pain. Mr 
Kappan and three others were ar-
rested in October 2020 while they 
were going to the Uttar Pradesh 
town where a Dalit woman died 
allegedly after being raped. They 
were accused of trying to instigate 
violence over the death of the 
Hathras woman."I am coming to 
Delhi. I have to stay there for six 
weeks," Mr Kappan told PTI. "I 
struggled more," he laughed when 
asked how life had been in jail 
without saying anything more. In 
his two and a half years in jail, his 
mother died."Her name was Kadi-
jah. She is not there to see Kappan 
coming home," Mr Kappan's wife 
Raihana said."The Supreme Court 
granted bail in the UAPA case and 
his innocence was revealed. Two 
and a half years is not a short time. 
We have experienced a lot of pain 
and suffering. But I am happy that 
justice, though belated, has been 
served," she told PTI."I repeat 
that Kappan is a media person," 
Raihana stressed. The couple 
has three children -- Muzammil 
(19), Zidhan (14) and Mehnaz 

(nine)."Our children are waiting 
to welcome him home. Their 
happiness was taken away. Can 
they forget their father? They are 
proud to say that Sidhique Kap-
pan, a journalist, is their father." 
Waiting outside with his mother 
was their eldest Muzammil, who 
also reiterated that his father was 
a journalist."What is the cause of 
my father's severe suffering for two 
and half years? Now we are waiting 
for his freedom. We are very hap-
py. We thank all those who have 
been with us." According to Kap-
pan's lawyer Mohamed Dhanish 
KS, the journalist had been lodged 
in the Mathura and Lucknow dis-
trict jails and had been out twice 
-- once when he got Covid and 
was admitted at AIIMS, Delhi, and 
the second time to meet his ailing 
mother.Police alleged that Mr 
Kappan had links with the now-
banned Popular Front of India 
(PFI), and charged him under the 
Unlawful Activities (Prevention) 
Act and sections of the Indian Pe-
nal Code. In September last year, 
the Supreme Court granted him 
bail in connection with that case. 
A bench headed by then Chief 
Justice Uday Umesh Lalit directed 
Mr Kappan to remain in Delhi for 
six weeks after his release from an 
Uttar Pradesh prison. However, he 
continued to be in jail because of a 
money laundering case filed by the 
Enforcement Directorate.
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‘Modi sarkar’s version of DDLJ’: Jairam Ramesh 
replies to Union Minister Jaishankar over Chinese incursions
New delhi: In a rebuttal to 
S Jaishankar’s recent jibe 
at Congress leader Rahul 
Gandhi’s statements on 
the Chinese incursions 
along the Line of Actual 
Control (LAC), party gen-
eral secretary in-charge 
communications Jairam 
Ramesh Monday said 
that the Union Minis-
ter’s remarks were “the 
latest attempt to divert 
attention from the Modi 
government’s failed China 
policy”.“Since May 2020, 
the Modi government’s 
preferred strategy to deal 
with the Chinese incur-
sions in Ladakh has been 
summed up with DDLJ 
– Deny, Distract, Lie, 
Justify. External Affairs 
Minister S Jaishankar’s 
recent remarks attacking 
the Congress party are 
simply the latest attempt 
to divert attention from 
the Modi government’s 
failed China policy, the 
most recent revelation 
being that since May 2020 
India has lost access to 
26 of 65 patrolling points 
in Ladakh,” the parlia-
mentarian claimed in a 
statement. The External 
Affairs Minister had Sat-
urday alleged that some 
people were deliberately 
spreading wrong news 
about the China issue for 
politics, news agency PTI 
reported. He made the 
remarks, viewed as a dig 

at Congress leader Rahul 
Gandhi, while interacting 
with the audience in Pune 
in a question-answer ses-
sion during the launch of 
‘Bharat Marg’, the Marathi 
translation of his book 
‘The India Way’.“Some-
times, they talk about 
some land, which was 
taken by China in 1962. 
But they will not tell 
you the truth. They will 
give you the impression 
that this thing happened 
yesterday,” PTI quoted 
the Union Minister as 
saying. In response to 
this, Jairam Ramesh said: 
“The fact of that there is 
no comparison between 
1962 when India went 
to war with China to 
defend its territory and 
2020 after which India 
has acquiesced to Chinese 

aggression with denials 
followed by ‘disengage-
ments’ in which India has 
lost access to thousands 
of square kilometres of 
territory.”Pointing out that 
he would rather approach 
the military leadership, 
Army, or Intelligence 
when he has some lack of 
understanding, Jaishankar 
had said: “I will not call 
the Chinese ambassador 
and seek information.”No-
tably, in 2017, when India 
and China were locked in 
a standoff on the border 
area abutting Bhutan, 
the Congress said Rahul 
Gandhi had met the 
ambassadors of the two 
neighbouring countries.
Hitting back at the EAM 
for this comment, Jairam 
Ramesh said: “The EAM’s 
implied cheap shot at 

Rahul Gandhi for meeting 
the Chinese ambassador 
in 2017 is ironic, to say 
the least coming from 
someone who is ambassa-
dor to the US during the 
Obama administration 
presumably met with 
leading Republicans. Are 
opposition leaders not 
entitled to meet diplomats 
from countries that are 
important from a trade, 
investment and security 
standpoint?” Pointing out 
that the Modi govern-
ment should have been 
truthful from the start and 
taken the opposition into 
confidence by discuss-
ing the China crisis in 
parliamentary standing 
committees and debating 
the issue in Parliament, 
the Congress leader said: 
“At a very minimum it 
should have held detailed 
briefings for leaders of 
major political parties.”“It 
is extraordinary that EAM 
Jaishankar has admitted 
on several occasions that 
he has no idea why China 
has turned aggressive 
on the Line of Actual 
Control, notwithstanding 
the unusually frequent 
contacts between Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 
and President Xi Jinping 
and the PM’s boast that he 
enjoys a special ‘Plus One’ 
relationship with Presi-
dent Xi,” Jairam Ramesh 
added.

84 Killed In Peshawar 
Mosque Blast, Pakistan 
Revises Down Death 

Peshawar: The death 
count from a blast at a 
Pakistan mosque target-
ing police officers has 
been revised down to 84, 
police officials said Thurs-
day. The figure had earlier 
been put at 101 killed, in 
the suicide attack inside 
a police headquarters in 
Peshawar on Monday."The 
confusion arose and 
wrong statistics came out 
due to double registra-
tion by the families in the 
hospitals," Peshawar city 
police chief Muhammad 
Ijaz Khan told AFP."Now 

that the rescue work has 
been completed, we have 
completed the statistics, 
according to which 84 
people were martyred."He 
said 83 were policemen, 
while one was a civilian 
woman living and work-
ing on the compound.
Moazzam Jah Ansari, the 
head of Khyber Pakh-
tunkhwa province police 
force, confirmed the new 
death count to reporters. 
Several police officers 
remain in a critical condi-
tion in hospital.

Philippines agrees to allow US 
wider access to military bases



Editorial

The editor, 

The TS govt's education minister took the 
decision to conduct Inter 1st year board exam in 
near future, then what is the meaning of PRO-
MOTED ? It seems the education ministry will 
definitely conduct the exams for those classes 
to which it promoted. If not so the made an-
nouncement should be revoked. Thus the Inter 
1st year students will sigh relearf and will give 
full attention in the study of 2nd year in which 
they are sitting after promoted by TS govt. 

S.M.ARIF HUSSAIN, Senior Hon. Server in 
Education. 
MUSHEERABAD. 

Gandhi’s idea of Gram Swaraj

Dear Reader 
If you are facing 

any problem in your 
neighborhood or 

strongly feel about 
any issue,  you can 

write to us. We 
will publish your 
complaint in our 

columns. Please send 
your complaint to 

editor.wtonlinedaily@   
gmail.com Or 
whatappas us 
@8885610056 

Please mention your 
name,addresses and 

email id. You can also 
share photographs or 
videos about the issue.

MK Gandhi was not only a 
freedom fighter but is also known 
as a social reformer. His Gram 
Swaraj idea and that of Non-Vi-
olence have inspired the world. 
Gandhi was addressed as the 
‘father of the nation’ by anoth-
er benevolent identity, Subash 
Chandra Bose. He was called 
‘Mahatma’, for the first time by 
Rabindranath Tagore. The first 
image of Gandhi that comes to 
mind is with Charkha in hand, 
which signified the emancipation 
of Indians and their liberation 
from imperialist forces. Gand-
hi’s Gram Swaraj is an essential 
aspect in the Constitution – the 
Directive Principles of State Pol-
icy, Part IV of the Constitution, 
which acts as the guide to the 
State in planning and executing 
policies. The Gandhian thought 
in the Constitution includes 
Organisation of Village Pancha-
yats (Article 40), promotion of 
cottage industries in rural areas 
(Article 43), management of co-
operative societies (Article 43B), 
prohibition on the consumption 
of intoxicating drinks (Article 47) 
and prohibiting the slaughter of 
cows and improve their breeds 
(Article 48).
Importance of Community
Gandhi claims that the real India 
is not found in its citizens but in 
the seven lakh villages, emphasis-
ing more on community rather 
than individualism. His belief 
in Panchayat Raj was so firm 
that he thought public opinion 
will do what violence can never 
do. In Gandhi’s model of Gram 
Swaraj there is no such system 
of punishment – the constituted 
Panchayat will play the role of 
Judiciary, Executive and Legis-
lative, which give all the powers 
to the village panchayats. His 
idea states that every village is a 
republic of its own which has full 
powers and every village is capa-
ble of managing its own affairs.
Gandhi talks about agriculture 
without the use of fertilizers and 
pesticides. He is clear that using 
organic manure will promote 
cleanliness and health. The Zero 
Budget natural farming, which 
consists of important factors like 
Jeevamrutha, Bijamitra, Accha-
dana (Mulching) and Whapasa, 
is inspired by Gandhi’s model of 
Gram Swaraj. It is part of organic 
farming and relies on agro-ecolo-
gy.Jayprakash Narayan, who con-
tributed to the Gandhian school 
of thought and to his thinking of 
local self-governments, argued 
that representative political insti-

tutions should be constituted in 
such a way that it represents no 
individual but the communities 
which shall begin with the village 
and go outwards embracing wid-
er circles. Gandhi’s ideas and ser-
mons are still relevant across the 
world due to their universality 
and compassion for all mankind. 
His ethical ideals in society and 
politics harmonise the individu-
al’s objective of spiritual growth 
with his social and political 
obligations. As a result, it appears 
to be most relevant and necessary 
for the development and estab-
lishment of a just political society 
through waking individuals and 
making them aware of their “true 
selves,” as well as humanising and 
socialising them in spiritual and 
ethical principles.
Critique of Gram Swaraj
Gandhi is known as the prophet 
of an abstract society and an 
abstract individual as his ideas 
mainly consisted of religion and 
politics and introduced elements 
of irrationality, conservation and 
orthodoxy. Religion and politics 
are poles apart, and mixing them 
has always created havoc in 
society.The architecture of Indian 
villages is unique in the sense 
because of its discriminatory na-
ture. It is a casteist society where 
Maharwada, Mangwada is com-
mon, this means that the houses 
of Mahars and Mangs (depressed 
classes) and any other ‘untouch-
able’ community are either out-
side the village boundary or they 
have different locality. With these 
types of architecture, they are not 
only socially boycotted but are 
also denied basic rights such as 
drinking water from the common 
well, and restricted to graze their 
cattle from grazing lands.They 
are also kept out of commod-
ity exchanges, for example, no 
one would purchase milk from 
them. Gandhi’s idea of Gram 
Swaraj gives no rights to these 
communities but instead relies 
on morality. In Indian villages, 
morality is based on religion and 
the ‘Chaturvarna’ system, which 
is part of the Hindu religion, 
even though Gandhi believed in 
the ‘Chaturvarna system.. Gandhi 
has less emphasis on freedom 
and equality, but he concentrates 
on the idea of religion through 
‘Ram-Rajya’ and the ‘Chaturvar-
na’ system.Ambedkar was a 
harsh critic f the Gandhian Gram 
Swaraj and panchayat models 
citing that villages are a sink of 
localism, din of ignorance along 
with communalism and nar-

row-mindedness. Nehru equally 
critiqued the idea of Gram Swaraj 
stating it was outdated and 
unsuited to modern parliamen-
tary ethos.One of the biggest 
oppositions to the Gram Swaraj 
model was that the Panchayat 
must not be elected through ‘one 
person one vote’ but through a 
consensus. However, there is no 
possibility that such a consensus 
model would have worked. As 
every village is different, one 
village may take the consensus 
of women into consideration, 
while the other may not. Every 
village has common religious 
sanctions on depressed classes, so 
the consensus model would have 
definitely ruined the untouch-
ables. Already the upper caste 
has soaked all the blood from the 
bodies of untouchables. Gandhi’s 
model which gives Legislative, 
Executive and Judiciary pow-
ers in the hands of Panchayats 
based on consensus would have 
taken the lives and degraded 
untouchables to the condition of 
starveling.In Gandhi’s Panchayat 
Raj giving Legislative powers 
to Panchayat so that they can 
work on their own law-mak-
ing is somewhat absurd in the 
Indian Parliamentary system. 
The panchayats in Haryana 
and western Uttar Pradesh are 
recognised as Khap Panchayat, 
whose head is either hereditary 
or presided over by an elder. It 
has passed many acts which are 
inhuman to women, tries to in-
stitutionalise honour killing and 
instances of social boycott are 
common. Giving them the power 
of institution, and transforming 
this informal institution into a 
formal one would be devastating.
Gandhi claims a good zamindar 
with people’s cooperation will 
improve the conditions of the 
village without government assis-
tance. The word ‘good zamindar’ 
itself is vague (it is like calling 
an evil a good evil). Zamindar is 
hereditary in nature (Chandra, 
1988). They have soaked the 
blood of the depressed classes 
and are grabbing lands if they are 
unable to pay the loans, whose 
interest rates itself are inhuman. 
Giving zamindars any authority 
would increase inequality and 
turn villages into authoritarian 
rule. In the Harijan column of 
1937, Gandhi suggests the worker 
voluntarily be Bhangi. The com-
ment itself is biased – there is no 
possibility that privileged classes 
would be calling themselves 
‘Bhangi’ even for a few seconds. 

LETTERS

An exercise in futility
Hyderabad: The Budget 2023-24 lacks vision for India and is very patchy. 
The Finance Minister forgot that this is her government’s last Budget be-
fore the 2024 elections and has ignored the harsh realities of the economy 
and the sufferings of the common man due to inflation, low growth and 
unemployment.
Instead, the Budget seems to adopt the following seven priorities, ignoring 
the dismal performance of today’s economy.
• Inclusive Development
• Reaching Last Mile
• Infrastructure and Investment
• Unleashing Potential
• Green Growth
• Youth Power
• Financial Sector
I would like to offer my comments on the above misplaced priorities.
Priority One: Inclusive Development
The philosophy of ‘Sabka Saath, Sabka Vikas’ is only confined to slogans in 
public meetings. There are 28 States and 8 union Territories in the country 
most of which were formed over a period of three decades after 15th 
August 1947. Each State is in a different development mode and requires a 
different approach to its development. ‘One-size-fits-all’ philosophy doesn’t 
work in our diverse country. The government of India and the Finance 
Minister did not consult the Finance Ministers of the States while formu-
lating Budget 2023-24 whereas they consulted industrialists and other 
stakeholders. In Amrit Kaal, the Finance Ministers of the States and union 
Territories must be involved in pre-Budget discussions for achieving inclu-
sive development as the real action and outcomes happen in the States and 
UTs.The government announced some initiatives for allied agriculture ac-
tivities and fisheries. But the Finance Minister forgot to acknowledge that 
Telangana has already implemented many initiatives in allied agriculture 
activities and fisheries, doubling the productivity in those sectors.Under 
cooperation, the Budget proposes computerisation of Primary Agricultur-
al Credit Society (PACS). In this context, it is to be noted that Telangana 
had already computerised all its PACS long ago. Moreover, cooperation is 
a State subject and one fails to understand why the government of In-
dia should include this initiative under ‘Cooperation’ in its Budget. This 
should have been out of the Budget purview.The Budget proposes setting 
up nursing colleges in co-location with medical colleges established since 
2014. Since Telangana did not get any medical college from the Centre, it 
will now be denied nursing colleges. This is highly exclusive and discrimi-
natory.
Priority Two: Reaching Last Mile
Under this, the Budget proposes recruiting teachers for Eklavya Model 
Residential Schools for tribal students. Since the Government of India had 
not set up Eklavya Schools in Telangana, which accounts for 12% of the 
tribal population, the State will be denied the benefits of this initiative. The 
Centre is requested to include Telangana while implementing this initia-
tive.
Priority Three: Infrastructure & Investment
This priority is about the increased outlay for infrastructure and urban 
modernisation. While we welcome these initiatives, we request the Finance 
Minister to allocate sufficient funds to Telangana and also consider the 
reimbursement of capital expenditure incurred by our State in the im-
plementation of Kaleshwaram and Mission Bhagiratha projects from the 
increased outlays now proposed.
Priority Four: Unleashing Potential
Under this priority, many long-term initiatives have been announced for 
providing a transparent and accountable administration which works for 
the betterment and welfare of the common citizen. While we welcome 
these long-term initiatives, we request the government of India to set up 
one of the three proposed Centre of Excellence in Artificial Intelligence in 
Hyderabad, as the State capital has emerged as the most attractive destina-
tion for Big Tech companies.
Priority Five: Green Growth
The initiatives under this priority lay down the road map on multiple 
fronts to meet the ecological challenges of global warming. Telangana as a 
responsible State welcomes these steps. In this context, it is to be noted that 
Telangana, under the Haritha Haram project, planted 240 crore saplings in 
the State during the last seven years and increased the forest coverage ratio 
from 28% to 33%.
Priority Six: Youth Power
The initiatives under this priority relate to the development of tourism for 
employment, skill upgradation of youth and payment of stipend for ap-
prenticeship. We welcome these initiatives focused on youth employment.
Priority Seven: Financial Sector
Many initiatives under this priority are very long-term which would take 
more than five years. We welcome these long-term initiatives. In part B of 
the Budget, there are many proposals for rationalisation and simplification 
of indirect and direct taxes which will positively benefit the middle class 
during the current phase of high inflation and high interest rates.
Summing up
The Budget presented by the Finance Minister is too futuristic, beyond the 
next election, and has not addressed the current crisis in the economy. It is 
not really inclusive as it has not taken cognizance of the concerns of States 
and UTs . In a diverse country like India, the development needs of each 
State and UT vary. In a nutshell, the Budget 2023-24 is an escapist exercise 
and neglects the harsh economic realities facing the common man. It is an 
exercise in futility.

It has been 20 years since 
the Brazilian crime epic, 
City of God, hit theatres 
for the first time and put 
Brazilian favelas and their 
unique structures of power, 
race and class under the 
global spotlight.
Set in Rio’s infamous Ci-
dade de Deus (City of God) 
suburb between the end of 
1960s and the beginning of 
1980s, the film tells the sto-
ries of several interconnect-
ed characters struggling to 
escape violence and poverty 
from the point of view of a 
dark-skinned favela dweller 

nicknamed  “Rocket”.
KEEP READINGlist of 4 
itemslist 1 of 4Pakistani 
film to release in India after 
11 years amid blowbacklist 
2 of 4‘Communion with 
creatives’: Literary events 
flourish in Nigerialist 3 of 
4An unexpected friend-
ship: A lighthouse across 
the yearslist 4 of 4A story 
of love, loss and lobsterend 
of listDirected by Fernan-
do Meirelles and Kátia 
Lund, the film received 
widespread critical acclaim 
as soon as it was released 
and secured four Oscar 

nominations in 2003. In the 
years that followed, it came 
to be seen by many as the 
definitive motion picture 
of modern Brazil and one 
of the greatest films of the 
21st century.City of God 
won hearts and minds in 
Brazil and abroad alike 
for many different rea-
sons. First of all, the story, 
adapted from the 1997 
novel of the same name 
written by Afro-Brazilian 
author Paulo Lins, allowed 
for a realistic depiction 
of favela life. It presented 
those living in the City of 

God neither as blameless 
“victims of society” nor as 
senseless thugs who chose 
violence, but as real people 
trying to navigate their 
difficult circumstances as 
best as they can. It allowed 
moviegoers to glimpse at 
the narrow alleyways and 
poorly constructed homes 
of the City of God, and 
the extreme violence and 
poverty that defines them, 
through the eyes of people 
actually living there. While 
the movie looks much like 
a Hollywood blockbuster 
and is highly stylised, it still 

feels authentic, perhaps due 
to most of its cast being 
comprised of modern-day 
residents of the favela de-
picted in the movie.In the 
20 years since its release, 
City of God not only aged 
well but remained very 
current – the issues it 
depicts are still as salient as 
ever before.Indeed, poverty 
and extreme inequality 
are still chief problems in 
Rio de Janeiro. In favelas 
like City of God, the many 
struggles caused by poverty 
are exacerbated by police 
brutality and corruption, 

addiction, racism and – as 
it was very subtly depicted 
in the film -the conde-
scending attitudes of the 
liberal white middle class 
towards the poor. The film 
depicts a favela in the grip 
of organised crime in the 
1970s and underlines the 
role corrupt police officers 
played in transforming this 
suburban neighbourhood 
(purpose-built to try and 
keep the poor outside the 
centre) into a place where 
laws do not apply, justice 
is never achieved and no 
one can ever truly feel safe. 
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Games & Entertainment 6
Tiger Shroff dances to ‘Main 
Khiladi’ from ‘Selfiee’ with 
Akshay Kumar

Mumbai: Action stars Tiger Shroff and Akshay 
Kumar danced together to the song ‘Main Kh-
iladi’ from the upcoming film ‘Selfiee’.Akshay 
and Tiger, who have started shooting for ‘Bade 
Miyan Chote Miyan’, danced together to Ak-
shay’s song and shared a video on Instagram. 
In the video, the two stars can be seen wearing 
matching black sunglasses and black clothes 
doing the hook step of ‘Main Khiladi’, a remake 
of Akshay’s 1994 song ‘Main Khiladi Tu Anari’, 
which is picturised on him with actor Saif Ali 
Khan.Posting the video of them dancing in a 
garden, Akshay wrote in the caption: “So @
tigerjackieshroff played #MainKhiladi with me 
and this happened!! How about you make a 
#MainKhiladi reel with your bestie? I’ll repost. 
#Selfiee. ‘Selfiee’ is scheduled to release on 
February 24. Directed by Raj Mehta, it is the 
official Hindi remake of the Malayalam film 
‘Driving License’ which featured Prithviraj and 
Suraj Venjaramoodu in lead roles.‘Bade Miyan 
Chote Miyan’ is directed by Ali Abbas Zafar 
and actor Prithviraj Sukumaran will be seen as 
the antagonist.The movie, which will mark the 
beginning of an action franchise, is a follow-up 
to Amitabh Bachchan and Govinda’s 1998 hit 
film ‘Bade Miyan Chote Miyan’, which was di-
rected by David Dhawan.The film is produced 
by Vashu Bhagnani, Deepshikha Deshmukh, 
Jackky Bhagnani, Himanshu Kishan Mehra 
and Zafar.

SHORT TAKES Thought for the Day

Spot The Difference:

“O Alaah, i haven't worshiped you because of lusting of heaven 
or fearing of hill. I've worshiped you because you deserve to be 

worshiped.”

Ahmedabad: After 
India opener Shub-
man Gill announced 
himself as an all-for-
mat player with his 
unbeaten 126 off 
65 balls in the 168-
run victory over 
New Zealand in the 
T20I series decid-
er, skipper Hardik 
Pandya was full of 
praise for the young 
right-handed batter, 
saying his technique 
is so strong that he 
makes batting very 
easy for himself.“He’s 
technically so sound 
that it’s (batting) 
very easy for him. 
It’s just a switch he 
needs to do to play 
T20, ODI and Test 
cricket because he 
has the game for all 
three formats. So, to 
be honest, he’s not 
someone who does 
not need to play 
behind the wicket 

because of the kind 
of shots he can play 
all around in front 
(of the wicket) with 
the kind of gaps 
there.” “He’s actually 
one of those batsmen 

along with Surya 
(Suryakumar Yadav) 
who can actually hit 
good balls and make 
them a bad ball,” 
said Pandya in the 
post-match press 

conference.Gill’s 126 
not out, laced with 12 
fours and seven sixes 
at a strike rate of 200, 
is also the highest 
score by an Indian 
in T20Is, eclipsing 

the previous best by 
Virat Kohli, who had 
smashed 122 not out 
against Afghanistan 
during the Asia Cup 
in the UAE in Sep-
tember 2022.“Having 
said that, it’s just 
tremendous seeing 
his growth and it has 
been very fruitful 
for me (as captain). 
He’s a kid who has 
a right head on his 
shoulders and going 
forward I think he’s 
going to be a great 
value and asset for 
the Indian cricket 
team. I wish the best 
to him, and I do 
want him to con-
tinue the great run, 
which he is having,” 
added Pandya.Gill 
also became the fifth 
Indian batter to have 
scored a century in 
all three formats of 
the international 
game after Kohli, 

Suresh Raina, Rohit 
Sharma and K.L. 
Rahul. Pandya signed 
off by saying it was 
not surprising for 
him to see the kind 
of knock played by 
Gill at Ahmedabad 
on Wednesday.“I 
have always felt that 
he has got the tech-
nique and style to 
play all formats. To 
be honest, for me, it 
was not surprising. 
The time he has, the 
effortless batting he 
can do, I don’t think 
a lot of people can 
do that.”“So, for me, 
I knew this would 
happen and it’s good 
to see doing this in 
this format as for 
him, it means a lot 
and as a youngster, if 
you can get success 
in all formats possi-
ble, it just adds more 
dimension to your 
game.”

Shubman Gill is technically so sound that 
batting is very easy for him: Hardik Pandya
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Release of Ranveer, Alia-starrer 
‘Rocky Aur Rani Ki Prem Kah-
ani’ pushed to July 28

Mumbai:The release date of Ranveer Singh and 
Alia Bhatt-starrer ‘Rocky Aur Rani Ki Prem 
Kahani’ has been pushed and will now hit the 
theatres on July 28.The film was earlier sched-
uled to release on April 28. On November 13 
last year, Bollywood filmmaker-producer Karan 
Johar, who is returning to direction after his last 
outing ‘Ae Dil Hai Mushkil’ with ‘Rocky Aur 
Rani Ki Prem Kahani’, had announced the film 
would release on April 28.He on Thursday took 
to Instagram to announce the new release date.
He wrote on Instagram: “They say sabar ka phal 
meetha hota hai’, so to increase the mithaas of 
this incredibly special story – we’re coming with 
a whole lot of love! Rocky aur Rani ke parivaar 
ho rahe hai taiyyaar, aur ab dekhiye yeh anokhi 
kahani of pyaar!”Ranveer took to Instagram and 
wrote: “Kyunki it’s all about loving your family! 
#RockyAurRaniKiPremKahani in cinemas, 28th 
July 2023.”Alia too shared a poster announcing 
the new release date: “Rocky Aur Rani Ki Prem 
Kahani.. releasing 28th July 2023.”‘Rocky Aur 
Rani Ki Prem Kahani’, a romantic comedy, also 
stars Dharmendra, Shabana Azmi and Jaya 
Bachchan, and has Pritam as the music director 
and Amitabh Bhattacharya as the lyricist.



LEGAL PRISM

Hyderabad: A ma-
jor fire broke out at 
an events decoration 
material godown at 
Chikkadpally early on 
Thursday.According 
to the fire department 
officials, the fire started 
at the godown where 
tents and other articles 
provided for func-
tion were stored. On 
information, the fire 
department rushed a 

couple of fire tenders to 
the spot.Noticing the 
intensity of the fire the 
officials rushed more 
fire tenders. Around 13 
fire tenders from diffe-
rent fire stations were 
deployed to battle the 
blaze.The fire spread to 
an adjoining company 
too.However fire offi-
cials prevented the fire 
from spreading further 
and brought it under 

control.Minister T Sri-
nivas Yadav, visited the 
spot and reviewed the 
fire fighting operation. 
Later speaking to media 
he asked all commercial 
establishments owners 
to take necessary mea-
sures to prevent such 
mishaps. He warned 
of serious action if the 
orders are not complied 
with.

What Delhi Civic Body Boss Told 
Court Over Pending Salaries, Pensions
New Delhi: Delhi High 
Court was on Thurs-
day informed by the 
Municipal Corporation 
of Delhi (MCD) com-
missioner that the civic 
body had paid salaries 
and pensions to em-
ployees and retired staff 
members till December 
and the payment for 
January would be 
cleared soon. The MCD 
commissioner, who was 
asked to appear before 
the court following 
non-payment of salaries 
and pensions for the 
past few months, said 
they would be careful 
in the future.He said all 
the employees, inclu-
ding Class III, Class IV 
and teachers had been 
paid till December.A 
bench of Chief Justice 
Satish Chandra Sharma 
and Justice Subramo-
nium Prasad noted the 
submission made by 
MCD commissioner 
and listed the matter 
for further hearing after 
four weeksOn Janua-
ry 30, the high court 
termed as "unfortunate" 
non-payment of sala-

ries to MCD employees 
and pensioners and di-
rected the civic body's 
commissioner and se-
nior officers of the city 
government to appear 
before it.It had noted 
that Class III and Class 
IV employees, teachers 
and other employees 
of the MCD were not 
paid salaries despite an 
assurance given to the 
court by the authorities 

from time to time. The 
high court was earlier 
informed by advocates 
Ashok Agarwal and 
Utkarsh Kumar, re-
presenting petitioner 
teachers, that they had 
not been paid for two 
to three months and 
the inaction on the 
corporation's part was 
in violation of their 
fundamental right to 
livelihood.It had noted 

in its order that on De-
cember 12, the counsel 
for Delhi government 
and the MCD had 
jointly stated that all 
payments would be re-
leased expeditiously but 
nothing had been done. 
The court was hearing 
a batch of pleas relating 
to the non-payment of 
salaries and pensions 
to MCD employees and 
retired staff, respec-

Major fire breaks out at godown at Chikkadpally
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Godavarikhani police crack case of 
murder of rowdy Suman, seven arrested
Warangal: The police on 
Wednesday arrested seven 
men who allegedly murdered 
the rowdy-sheeter Manthani 
Suman at Gandhi Chowrasta 
in Godavarikhani town of 
Peddapalli district on Sunday 
night.The seven were D Chan-
drasekhar (37), V Naveen (23), 
M Srinu(32), M Swarupa (30), 
G Ajay Kumar (23), G Shashi 
(23) and B Anand(45).
Addressing the media at one 
town police station in Go-
davarikhani, DCP Vaibhav 
Gaikwad said a special team 
investigated the case and 
arrested the seven persons who 
murdered Mathani Suman.

Prime accused Chandrasekhar 
was hiding in a house at 5 
Incline colony. The police 
conducted a raid and took him 
into custody. Chandrasekhar 
gave details of the crime, 
based on which the police 
arrested three men, Naveen, 
Srinu and Swarupa at 8 Incline 
colony, as also Ajay, Shashi 
and Anand in Anand’s house 
at Ramagundam.The police 
seized three knives, an auto, a 
blood- stained shirt and a pair 
of chappals of prime accused 
Chandrasekhar as also five 
mobile phones from their 
possession.

Teacher Arrested For Blasts In Jammu 
And Kashmir, Had Pak Handlers: Cops
Jammu: A government 
school teacher-turned 
Lashkar-e-Taiba terrorist 
was arrested for alleged-
ly carrying out multiple 
blasts, including one in 
a bus carrying Vaishno 
Devi pilgrims, Director 
General of Jammu and 
Kashmir Police Dilbag 
Singh said on Thursday.
The arrest of Arif, a resi-
dent of Reasi district, fol-
lows investigations in the 
recent twin blast case at 
Narwal in Jammu. An Im-
provised Explosive Device 
(IED) planted inside a 
perfume bottle was recov-
ered from his possession, 
Singh told reporters here.
The Jammu and Kashmir 
police chief said this was 
the first time that such 
type of bomb was recov-

ered in the Union Terri-
tory. Arif was allegedly 
working at the behest of 
his Pakistani handlers and 
admitted to his involve-
ment in bombing the bus 
carrying Vaishno Devi 
pilgrims that killed four 
people and injured 24 last 
May, Mr Singh said.He 
also accepted his role in 

an IED explosion in Jam-
mu's Shastri Nagar area in 
February 2022 besides the 
twin explosions at Narwal 
on January 21 that left 
nine people injured. "All 
the (ready-to-use) IEDs 
have come from across 
the border," Mr Singh 
said, adding further inves-
tigation is underway.

Trainee women health 
workers attempt suicide
ANANTAPUR: Two mul-
ti-purpose health workers 
undergoing training at 
the Regional Medical and 
Health Training Centre 
in Kurnool attempted to 
commit suicide a couple 
of days ago due to alleged 
harassment by their hotel 
warden. Their fellow trainees 
prevented them from doing 
so. The issue came to light 
on Wednesday.There are 
about 30 health workers 
from Rayalaseema under-
going training at the regio-
nal health centre. They have 
been accommodated at the 
centre' hostel. The trainees 
have been complaining 
that their warden Vijaya 
Susheela has been harassing 
them.They allege they are 
being targeted for wearing 

a bindi (bottu) or sporting 
mehendi. The warden also 
forces them to work at her 
residence. All the trainees 
had met Regional Medical 
and Health Training Centre 
principal Lakshmi Narasaiah 
on Monday and complained 
against the warden.It is said 
Vijaya Susheela then targe-
ted the trainees for lodging 
a complaint against her 
and threatened to dismiss 
them. Following this, two 
trainees attempted suicide 
on Monday and another on 
Tuesday.This has resulted 
in authorities announcing 
holidays for the centre. Prin-
cipal Lakshmi Narasaiah 
has directed the warden to 
vacate her quarters. He said 
another staff member will be 
deputed in her place.

7

TOEFL exam in Hyderabad: Police be-
gins probe over alleged malpractice
Hyderabad: Indian 
Chapter of the Education 
Testing Service (ETS), 
a private non-profit 
educational testing and 
assessment organization, 
allegedly found students 
cheating during the TOE-
FL exam in Hyderabad.
After finding the malprac-
tice during the exams, 
ETS filed a complaint 
with the Hyderabad Cy-
bercrime police yesterday.
How ETS found modus 
operandi
In order to find out 
the modus operandi of 
malpractices during TOE-
FL exams in Hyderabad, 
ETS took the help of fake 
advertisement.ETS put an 
advertisement to lure per-
sons who can help candi-
dates in clearing the exa-
ms through malpractice.
Seeing the advertisement, 

a person contacted ETS 
with a promise to help 
candidates in cracking the 
exams. For this service, he 
demanded Rs 23000 per 
candidate.ETS who was 
eager to know the total 
modus operandi gave 
the demanded amount 
to the person.Later, ETS 
found out that the per-
son helps the candidates 
of the TOEFL exams in 
Hyderabad by provi-
ding answers through 
WhatsApp.During the 
exam, the real candidates 
click photographs of the 
questions and send them 
to the fake candidate who 
in turn sends answers to 
real candidates through 
WhatsApp.After knowing 
the modus operandi, ETS 
filed a police complaint. 
Investigations are going 
on.
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Water supply to be disconnected as part of SRDP works
Hyderabad: The 
Krishna Drinking 
Water Supply Project 
(KDWSP) phase-2 
which is supplying 
fresh water will be dis-
rupted as part of Stra-
tegic Road Develop-
ment Program (SRDP) 
works on Saturday and 
Sunday.
These works will 
however be done 
without disturbing the 
construction of flyover 
which is going on at 
Bairamal Guda Junc-
tion. The water connec-
tion will be disrupted 

from Saturday 6 pm to 
Sunday 12 pm i.e 30 
hours. 
Areas which will be 

disrupted as part of 
Operation and Mainte-
nance works:
O&M Division no. 1 – 

NPA
O&M Division no. 
2 – Balapur, Mysaram, 
Barkas.
O&M Division no. 5 – 
Mekalamandi, Bholak-
pur.
O&M Division no. 
7 – Tarnaka, Lalapet, 
Buddhanagar, Mared 
Pally, Control Room, 
Railways, MES, Can-
tonment, Prakash 
Nagar, Patigadda.
O&M Division no. 9 
– Hasmat Pate, Feroze 
Guda, Gautamnagar.
O&M Division no. 10 
A&B – Vaishalinagar, 

BN Reddy Nagar, 
Vanasthalipuram, Auto 
Nagar, Alkapuri.
O&M Division no. 13 – 
Mahindra Hills.
O&M Division no. 
14 – Elugutta, Ra-
manthapur, Uppal, 
Nacharam, Habsiguda, 
Chilkanagar, Birappa 
Gadda.
O&M Division no. 16 
– Budvel, Shastripuram 
(in part).
O&M Division no. 19 – 
Boduppal (partly)
O&M Division no. 20 – 
Mir Pate, Badung Pate, 
Shamshabad.

Devotees request TSRTC to operate 
special buses to Moula Ali 
Hyderabad: Requests 
have been made to the 
Telangana State Road 
Transport Corporation 
(TSRTC) authorities 
for special buses from 
Darulshifa playground 
(Maidan-e-Gadheer) to 
Moula Ali on February 
4 and 5.The RTC has 
received a petition in-
forming that as per old 
traditions and customs, 
as many as 20,000 
devotees including 
women and children 
visit the Moula Ali 

dargah in the first week 
of February. “As such, 
it is just and necessary 
to arrange RTC buses 
for the devotees from 
10am to 10pm from 

Darulshifa playground 
(Maidan-e-Gadheer) 
to Maula Ali. The ticket 
costs will be borne by 
the passengers,” the pe-
tition by journalist Mir 
Firasath Ali Baqri said. 
The request sought 
atleast 10 buses from 
Darulshifa to Moula 
Ali for the convenience 
of devotees.The TSRTC 
officials are examining 
the request and said 
necessary action will be 
taken.

Act of political vendetta: BJP MLA 
Raja Singh on police notices
Hyderabad: Suspended 
Goshamahal BJP MLA T 
Raja Singh denied making 
any provocative speeches 
and asked the Hyderabad 
police which issued him a 
show cause notice to drop 
the same.The Mangalhat 
police had issued a notice to 
Raja Singh for a provocative 
speech he made at a rally 
in Mumbai on Sunday. The 
police cited the conditions 
of the Telangana High Court 
while granting him bail 
in connection with a case 
booked for making de-
rogatory comments against 
Prophet Muhammad last 
year. The court, while giving 
him bail, said that the MLA 
should not make provocative 
speeches or post on social 
media.In his reply to the 
notice served on him by 
the Mangalhat police, Raja 
SIngh said these actions are 
expected in the light of fact 

that elections are approach-
ing and to create fear in the 
mind of political opponents. 
This, he said, is evident from 
the series of actions since 
the “malicious invoking of 
Preventive Detention Act” 
was made against him. “I 
reasonably believe, it is an 
act of political vendetta and 
your esteemed machinery 
is put into action under 
force,” he stated. He further 
stated that the contents of 
the notice express that the 
Hyderabad police took “suo 
–motu cognizance” of his 
speech at Mumbai. He said it 
was beyond the jurisdiction, 
and that it was taken without 
any complaint from anybody 
to the said effect.
Singh denies all wrongdoing
“I categorically deny having 
made any provocative 
statements or speech, deny 
having violated the Hon-
ourable High Court orders 

and well deny all adverses 
allegations levied against 
me under the show cause 
notice under reply. The 
notice is an act of creating 
unwarranted pressure on me 
and an attempt to meddle 
with my fundamental right 
of freedom of speech and 
expression and my right to 
public meetings and gather-
ings and my duty as a public 
representative. The rally was 
held under due permission 
and no complaint as such 
till the day the notice under 
reply is issued is known to 
have been lodged anywhere 
in context to alleged speech 
you refer to in your notice,” 
Raja Singh added.
Singh asked to explain state-
ments in notice
The high court had quashed 
his detention under the PD 
Act and released him in 
November on bail after his 
arrest. The court however 

imposed certain conditions 
for his release, including that 
Raja Singh should not make 
any provocative speeches 
against any religion or post 
any derogatory or offensive 
posts on any social media 
platforms.“But on January 
29 your speech during ‘Jana-
krosh Morcha’ at Dadar was 
circulating in social media. 
In the video your speech 
is very much provocative 
to a particular community 
regarding demands of laws 
on love jihad, cow slaughter, 
conversion and a few other 
words,” the notice issued to 
Raja Singh by the Mangal-
hat police stated.It further 
added, “Your speech with 
potential to provoke a par-
ticular religion is violation of 
conditions imposed by the 
HC.” The police has asked 
Raja Singh to explain why 
action should not be initiat-
ed against him for violating 

Traffic diversions announced for Formula E-Race
Hyderabad: In view of the 
Formula E-Race, the fol-
lowing traffic diversions are 
likely to be imposed at NTR 
Marg from 5 February to 6 
February partially and from 
7 February to 12 February 
completely.The traffic diver-
sions will be implemented 
on a requirement basis to 
facilitate smooth commut-
ing in the surrounding 
areas of Hussain Sagar.The 
following diversions will be 
made, if required as per the 
local situation:
1) Traffic coming from 
V.V. Statue (Khairatabad) 
towards Khairatabad 

flyover, will not be allowed 
towards Necklace Rotary 
and will be diverted at V.V. 
State (Khairatabad) towards 
Shadan College – Ravindra 
Bharati.
2) Traffic coming from 
Budda Bhavan/Nallagutta 
Junction towards Necklace 
Rotary, will not be allowed 
towards Necklace Rotary 
and will be diverted at 
Nallagutta Junction towards 
Ranigunj/Tankbund.
3) Traffic coming from Iqbal 
Minar Junction towards 
Telugu Thalli will not be al-
lowed towards Telugu Thalli 
and will be diverted at Telu-

gu Thalli Starting Fly Over 
towards Katta Maisamma/ 
Lower Tankbund. 4) The 
Traffic coming from Telugu 
Thalli towards Necklace 
Rotary will not be allowed 
and diverted at Telugu 
Talli Junction towards Iqbal 

Minar/Ravindra Bharathi 
Junction.
5) The Traffic coming from 
BRKR Bhavan towards 
Necklace Rotary will not 
be allowed and diverted at 
Telugu Talli Junction to-
wards Iqbal Minar/Ravindra 
Bharathi Junction.
6) Traffic coming from Iqbal 
Minar Junction towards 
Mint compound lane will 
not be allowed and diverted 
at Iqbal Minar Junction 
towards Ravindra Bharathi 
Junction.
7) The Traffic coming from 
Khairatabad Bada Ganesh 
Lane towards Printing Press 

Junctionor Necklace Rotary 
will not be allowed and 
diverted at Bada Ganesh 
towardsRaj Dooth Lane.
8) NTR Garden, NTR Ghat, 
Necklace Road and Lumbini 
Park will be closed due to 
formula E-Racing prepara-
tory civil works.Commuters 
are advised to use VV Statue 
(Khairatabad) Junction, 
Old Saifabad PS Junction, 
Ravindra Bharathi Junction, 
Mint Compound Road, 
Telugu Thalli Junction, 
Necklace Rotary, Katta 
Maisamma (Lower Tank-
bund) and Tank Bund.

Two UoH professors elected 
to Royal Society of Biology
Hyderabad: The Universi-
ty of Hyderabad’s (UoH) 
Professors AS Raghav-
endra, an Institution of 
Eminence (IoE) Research 
Chair Professor in the 
School of Life Sciences, 
and P Prakash Babu, a Se-
nior Professor in the De-
partment of Biotechnology 
and Bioinformatics have 
been elected to the Royal 
Society of Biology (FRSB), 
UK. The fellowship, which 
is the RSB’s highest degree 
of membership, is given 
in appreciation for one’s 
scholarly contributions to 
biology-related research. 
Fellows of the RSB are 
those who have excelled 
in the areas of biological 

research, teaching, or ap-
plication. Since 1985, Ra-
ghavendra has worked for 
the Department of Plant 
Sciences in the School of 
Life Sciences. His areas 
of interest include the 
interaction between mito-
chondria and chloroplasts, 
signal transduction in 
stomatal guard cells, and 
photosynthetic carbon ab-
sorption.With the help of 
neurologists, Prof. Prakash 
Babu’s research team has 
been studying brain disor-
ders. His primary research 
interests are neurodegen-
erative illnesses, cerebral 
ischemia (stroke), cerebral 
malaria, glioma, and me-
ningioma (brain tumours).

Officials who have to stop the illegal 
constructions in Ghmc are speaking
 Hyderabad, 
Februarury 3,
Dp srinivas rao
(Wakeup telangana) The 
chain men level staff are 
moving forward as if the 
fence has been cleared.  In 
Circle 29 Secunderabad, 
their affair has reached Tara 
level. Three are working 
officially.  But there are two 
others in the field to help 
them.  The big question is 
who and why are they in 
the field?  Wherever there is 
illegal construction, chain 
men should be seen, the de-
tails of the illegal construc-
tion should be known and 
brought to the attention of 
the higher authorities, only 
then the authorities will take 
action.  But the case of chain 
men is different.  Illegal 

builders are treated illegally 
by the officials and they 
are acting as middlemen.  
Even the Nyack engineer 
works with the informa-
tion brought by the chain 
men, till now there are no 
incidents of any illegal con-
struction being done.  The 
chain men who have been 
working in the same area 
for a long time have started 
playing. The game they play 
in the field is the song they 
sing.  They should take some 

action only if informed but 
no steps are being taken in 
that direction.  Even though 
there are so many zones in 
Ghmc, there is no one to 
move the chain men work-
ing in those areas.  They 
have forgotten that they are 
there and working, which 
means that they have been 
in the same area for many 
years.  Crores of rupees have 
been fined by them, which 
means that you have to turn 
your nose up.  High officials 
and public representatives 
are silent on the transfer 
of chain men.  In order to 
check the illegal structures 
in the zone and circle, there 
is a need to clean the chain 
men system first.  Let's hope 
that they will take steps in 
that direction..

Construction work of secretariat 
mosques moves at snail’s pace
Hyderabad: The construc-
tion of the grand building 
of the new Secretariat is in 
the final stages and Chief 
Minister K Chandrasekhar 
Rao has decided to inau-
gurate it on February 17. 
Apart from the Secretariat, 
the construction of mosque, 
temple and church was 
announced, but there is no 
possibility of completion of 
the construction of places of 
worship until the inaugura-
tion of the secretariat.The 
government had announced 
that the construction of 
mosques would be complet-
ed before the construction 
of the secretariat, but like 
other announcements, this 
promise proved to be mere 
of paper. The government 
handed over the construc-
tion of places of worship 
to separate contractors but 
did not pay attention to the 
completion of the works.

Masjid Hashimi and anoth-
er Masjid in the Secretariat 
premises were demolished 
along with the old buildings 
of the Telangana Secretariat. 
Accepting the demand of 
Muslims to rebuild the two 
mosques at the same place, 
the government allotted 
1600 square yards of land 
for mosques and initially Rs 
1 crore was allocated. An es-
timate of Rs 2.90 crore was 
prepared for the works.The 
foundation stone for the 
construction of the mosque 
was laid on November 25, 
2021, 16 months after the 
mosque’s demolition, in the 
presence of religious and 
political figures. Chief Min-
ister KCR and Home Minis-
ter Mohammed Mahmood 
Ali assured Muslims in the 
Assembly to complete the 
construction of mosques by 
the time the secretariat is 
constructed, however, since 

the demolition of mosques 
in July 2020, Muslims 
in Telangana have been 
waiting for the construction 
of mosques. It is said that 
the main reason for the 
slow pace of construction 
of mosques is the lack of 
timely release of budget.
According to reports, the 
work of the roof of the 
mosque has been completed 
and the construction of the 
dome has started. Imam 
and Muezzin quarters are 
being constructed between 
the two mosques.According 
to R&B officials, ablution 
rooms will be constructed 
in addition to quarters 
in the middle part of the 
mosques. Contractor has 
prepared an estimate of Rs 
3.75 crore for the construc-
tion, while the government 
has released only Rs 1 crore. 
It is said that some changes 
have been made in the 

plan of mosques in terms 
of allotment of land.In 
view of the inauguration of 
the Secretariat on Febru-
ary 17, the construction 
debris was dumped in the 
mosque, temple and church 
areas, which has affected 
the construction of places 
of worship.According to 
R&B officials, it will take at 
least four months for the 
complete construction of 
places of worship and the 
completion before the inau-
guration of the secretariat is 
far-fetched.Land has been 
allotted for the temple to-
wards the Mint compound, 
where the construction of a 
beautiful temple has started 
while the work of the 
church is still in the initial 
stages. The government had 
promised to build mosques 
at their former sites.


