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TAKES SHORT

TPCC leaders protest over 
Rahul’s disqualification

HYDERABAD:
 The Telangana BJP 
pitched for a new move-
ment in Telangana, a 
state achieved by struggle 
and sacrifice, calling on 
everyone who took part 
in the statehood agitation 
to join hands to “defeat 
the KCR government” 
and to “create a Telangana 
which was the dream of 
the people.“How long will 
you stay silent. Raise your 
voices and question the 
KCR government. The 
BJP is with you,” state BJP 
president Bandi Sanjay 
Kumar said on Saturday 
at the  ‘maha dharna’ 
of the unemployed at 
Dharna Chowk, here. 
Sanjay said the lives of 30 
lakh unemployed were 
being destroyed by the 
BRS government. “We 
cannot stand by and let 
this happen. Come join 
hands with the BJP, we 

will take the responsibility 
of leading this move-
ment for justice for the 
unemployed,” he said. The 
protest saw many senior 
BJP leaders address the 
crowd that comprised 
students and unemployed 
persons holding placards 
demanding jobs, action 
against TS Public Service 
Commission officials and 
IT minister K.T. Rama 
Rao for the recent ques-
tion paper leak.Among 
those who addressed 
the gathering were party 
vice-president D.K. Aruna, 
MLAs Etala Rajendar, 
M. Raghunandan Rao, 
former MPs Komatireddy 
Rajgopal Reddy, Konda 
Vishweshwar Reddy 
and Vijayashanti, senior 
leaders N. Indrasena 
Reddy, A.V.N. Reddy who 
recently won the teach-
er’s constituency MLC 
seat, national executive 

member G. Vivek Ven-
katswamy, and former 
MLC P. Sudhakar Reddy.
Sanjay declared that once 
the BJP came to power in 
Telangana, it would release 
annual job calendars and 
will fill two lakh vacan-
cies. The BJP government 
will also attend to the 
problems being faced by 
the 2008 DSC candidates.
Announcing that the BJP 
will intensify its agitation 
in support of the unem-
ployed, Sanjay said the 
party will organise ‘unem-
ployment marches’ in the 
district headquarters from 
April 2 to 6, which will 
be followed by a ‘Million 
March’ in Hyderabad.“If 
required we will call for 
a state wide bandh. It is 
time for the youth and 
job-seekers to realise that 
the KCR government will 
not give them jobs. As far 
as jailing BJP 

Karimnagar: 
BSNL services continue 
to remain disturbed as the 
service provider’s network 
went offline following a fire 
accident that took place 
in BSNL main office near 
Tower Circle, Karimnagar, 
late on Wednesday night.The 
Technical team of BSNL was 
busy restoring the network-
ing system. Restoration 
works were being held under 
the supervision of BSNL 
General Manager, Warangal, 
Chandramouli and Karim-
nagar DGM Dinesh. Though 
officials were trying to 
restore services, it is likely to 
delay a few more days since 
equipment was not available. 
Officials are continuing work 
by bringing extra equipment 
available at BSNL offices of 
adjacent districts.

BSNL services yet to 
be restored in North 
Telangana

Hyderabad: 
Telangana MA&UD min-
ister KT Rama Rao (KTR) 
on Sunday slammed the 
union government for the 
delay in the completion of 
Uppal, Amberpet flyover 
works in the city. KTR 
made the remarks as a re-
sponse to a query from a 
Twitter user over the sub-
ject.“@KTRBRS Sir when 
can we expect completion 
of uppal flyover. Works 
are going at slow pace. Lot 
of problem for daily com-
muters from narapally,” 
Sandeep, the Twitter user 
asked the minister. As a 
response, KTR said that 
the works of both the fly-
overs are ‘unfortunately’ 
being executed by Nation-
al Highways Authority of 
India (NHAI)

KTR slams Centre 
for delay in Uppal, 
Amberpet flyovers’ 
work

Hyderabad: Chief Minis-
ter K Chandrasekhar Rao 
congratulated Nikhat Zareen 
for winning the gold in the 
50 kg category finals of the 
Women’s World Boxing 
Championships held at 
New Delhi.She beat two 
time Asian champion from 
Vietnam, Nguyen Thi Tam 
five-zero in the finals of 
the light weight category. 
A native of Telangana, she 
won the second gold medal 
for India in the women’s 
boxing championship. It was 
a matter of pride for entire 
State and the nation, the 
Chief Minister said.He said 
Telangana government was 
committed in developing 
sporting infrastructure in 
the State and ensuring the 
welfare of sportspersons.

CM KCR congratu-
lates Nikhat Zareen 
on winning Gold in 
Women’s World Box-
ing Championships

TPCC chief Revanth Reddy speaks at protest at Gandhi Bhavan, the state headquar-
ters of the party, lead by Manikrao Thakare, the in-charge of Congress party for 
Telangana

BJP will step up agitation in support 
of unemployed, says Bandi

Hyderabad:
Hyderabad: Telangana Congress leaders 
staged satyagraha at the party office in 
Hyderabad on Sunday to protest against 
disqualification of party leader Rahul 
Gandhi from Parliament. Manikrao 
Thakare, the in-charge of Congress 
party for Telangana, led the protest at 
Gandhi Bhavan, the state headquarters 
of the party.Congress party’s central 
leader Tariq Anwar, Telangana Pradesh 
Congress Committee 
(TPCC) President A. Revanth Reddy, 
MP Uttam Kumar Reddy and other 
leaders participated in the protest. The 
Congress leaders condemned Rahul 
Gandhi’s disqualification and called it a 
conspiracy by Modi government. They 
vowed to continue the protest till the 
disqualification 
is revoked.Manikrao Thakare said 
Rahul Gandhi was targetted as he was 
exposing the loot of public wealth by 
Adani with support from the Modi 
government. He said the Congress 
leader has made it clear that he is not 

afraid of anybody and will continue 
to raise the voice of the poor of this 
country. Revanth Reddy alleged that 
Rahul Gandhi’s disqualification is a 
conspiracy by Narendra Modi govern-
ment. “The government was unable 
to politically face Rahul Gandhiji and 
hence disqualified him,” he said. “Today 
BJP might disqualify him but tomor-
row he will be the Prime Minister,” said 
Revanth Reddy.Uttam Kumar Reddy 
alleged that Rahul Gandhi was disqual-
ified under a conspiracy. He said the 
speed with which
 the Congress leader was sentenced 
in the defamation case raised many 
doubts. He pointed out that trials in 
defamation cases continue for years 
but in this case, the court delivered the 
judgment within a few weeks.The for-
mer TPCC president said though Surat 
court gave a month to Rahul Gandhi to 
challenge the 
sentence in a higher court, the Modi 
government acted in haste to disqualify 
him within 24 hours.

Chief Minister K Chandrashekhar Rao’s tour of Nanded on Sunday saw more leaders from different parties in Maharashtra joining the Bharat Rashtra Samithi. 
These included former MLA and former National Congress Party Kisan Cell president Shankar Anna Dhondge, former MP Haribhau Rathore, former MLA 
Harshavardhan Jadhav, former MLA Dr. Vasanth Rao Bonde, Nagnath Ghisewad, Dalit leader Suresh Gaikwad, Yashpal Bhinge and others. Several Zilla Parishad 
level leaders too joined the party on the occasion.Earlier, the Chief Minister reached Nanded and went to former Kandhar MLA Shankar Anna Dhondge’s resi-
dence, from where he headed to the venue.Before speaking, Chandrashekhar Rao paid tributes to great Marathas including Chatrapati Shivaji Maharaj, Basavesh-
wara, Dr. BR Ambedkar, AnnaBhau Sathe, Mahatma Phule and Ahilyabai Holkar.BRS MPs J Santosh Kumar, Divakonda Damodar Rao, MLCs Madhusudan 
Chary, Deshapathi Srinivas, former minister Tummala Nageshwar Rao, MLAs A Jeevan Reddy, Balka Suman, Shakeel Ahmed, BRS Kisan Cell president Gurnam 
Singh, BRS General Secretary Himanshu Tiwari, Odisha BRS leader Akshay Kumar, former MLA Deepak Athram, former MP Haribhau Rathore, TSIIC Chairman 
Gyadari Balamallu and others accompanied the Chief Minister

BRS will contest Panchayat elections in Maharashtra

Siddipet:
 Medak MP Kotha Prabhakar 
Reddy consoled the parents of 
Border Security Force (BSF) 
Jawan Bonguram Mahendar 
Reddy (25), who died recent-
ly during a BSF camp near 
Bhopal.The Medak MP met 
Reddy’s parents Srinivas Reddy 
and Latha and comforted them 
at their residence at Chekodu 
village in Dubbaka Mandal on 
Sunday. Prabhakar Reddy also 
extended financial aid as an im-
mediate relief to the distressed 
family.

Medak MP extends 
financial support to 
BSF Jawan’s parents
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Kishan seeks sitting 
judge probe into 
TSPSC paper leaks

Hyderabad
Wake UP Telangana 
Union minister G. Kishan Reddy on 
Sunday demanded a high-level inquiry by 
a sitting judge into the TSPSC question 
paper leaks, claiming that bigwigs of the 
state government were involved in the 
scam.Speaking to reporters after meeting 
jailed BJYM activists for protesting against 
the government over the incident, Kis-
han Reddy slammed the Bharat Rashtra 
Samithi (BRS) for fabricating false cases 
against the Morcha activists.“Unem-
ployed youth in the state are worrying 
over the TSPSC question paper leak, but 
the BRS government is trying to cover 
up its inefficiency in the paper leak case. 
Youth of the state are quickly reacting to 
the failures of the BRS government and 
they are readying to give fitting lesson,” 
he said.Claiming that the BJP would meet 
the aspirations of the people of Telangana, 
Kishan Reddy said the party and its frontal 
organisations are not afraid of false cases 
filed by the BRS government.“We are not 
new to jails and cases, we are ready to fight 
for the people. People strongly believe that 
change is possible in Telangana state with 
BJP rule, as they vexed with the corrupt 
and family rule of the BRS government,” 
he said.

Adilabad cotton farmers in suffer as 
prices plummet, appeal for government aid

 Hyderabad 
Wakeuptelangana

Cotton farmers are a disillu-
sioned lot following a steep 
fall in prices as many had 
stocked cotton in their houses 
without selling hoping for a 
good price.  Cotton prices 
have slumped to Rs 7,260 
from a robust Rs 9,000 last 
November.
It is estimated that over three 
lakh quintals of cotton is still 
with farmers in Adilabad 
district. They have appealed to 
the state and central govern-
ments to come to their rescue 
as they had invested heavily 
in Kharif. Private traders 
said that in their desperation, 
cotton farmers might sell their 
produce at a cheaper price 
now than wait.    Cotton is 
cultivated in nearly four lakh 
acres in Adilabad district 
while it is over 15 lakh in the 

erstwhile Adilabad district.  
Many farmers have stopped 
bringing their cotton to the 
market in the last two months 
hoping for a  price touching 
Rs 10,000 per quintal. How-
ever, their hopes have been 
dashed.While many stored 
the produce, some farmers 
sold to private traders from 
Maharashtra as they came 
to purchase directly from 
farmers.  K. Raju, a farmer 
from Talamadugu mandal, 
said that they have been at 
the receiving end for the last 
five months. Private traders 
from Adilabad had offered 
Rs 9,000 when commercial 
operations began but the price 
has suffered a major slump.He 
alleged that the prices will in-
crease just after all farmers sell 
their cotton to private cotton 
traders.
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Despite 75 years of independence, India still 
plagued with water and power shortage: KCR
HYDERABAD
WAKEUPTELANGANA 

Nanded: Ripping apart both 
the Congress and the Bhara-
tiya Janata Party for failing 
to ensure welfare of farmers, 
Chief Minister K Chan-
drashekhar Rao said despite 
75 years of independence, 
India was still plagued with 
water and power shortage.
Reiterating that India was 
replete with natural resources, 
he said there was abundant 
water and the country’s 
vast lands were suitable for 
cultivation much more than 
those in China and the United 
States. Every year, there was 

provision of about 75,000 
tmc of water and of this, only 
19,000 tmc was being uti-
lized. Nearly 50,000 tmc was 
flowing down into the Bay of 
Bengal. Similarly, there were 
361 billion tonnes of coal 

reserves with which 24 hours 
quality power can be supplied 
for 125 years, he explained.Yet 
the farmers were deprived of 
water and power for agricul-
ture. When the country was 
blessed with resources, the 

Prime Minister at the Centre 
and the Chief Minister in 
Maharashtra, with their lack 
of vision, were becoming 
hurdles in ensuring optimum 
utility of these resources, he 
said.“Fight with me, I assure 
you water will be supplied to 
every acre,” Chandrashekhar 
Rao said at the BRS meeting 
in Nanded on Sunday amidst 
‘Desh ki Netha kaisa ho, KCR 
jaisa Ho’ slogans from the au-
dience.The Congress ruled the 
country for 54 years and BJP 
has been ruling for about 16 
years. Yet there was no subs-
tantial difference or develop-
ment. There could have been 
some difference for some po-
litical parties and leaders, but 

the fate of people, especially 
farmers has not changed, he 
pointed out.All these aspects 
have to be discussed with 
family and friends and there 
should be debates in villages, 
he said.“The key is our vote 
and unity. We have the ability 
to rule the nation, show your 
strength,” Chandrashekhar 
Rao said, pointing out that 
as people continue to fight 
on caste and religion-based is-
sues and stay divided, farmers 
would continue to die by sui-
cide.“The only mantra is far-
mers have to stay united and 
form a team to fight against 
these parties, which have 
taken the farming community 
for granted,” he said.

First Dalit Bandhu rice mill to open in Sircilla on Monday
Rajanna-Sircilla: 

There is no doubt 
that the lives of dalits 
have changed with 
the launch of the Dal-
it Bandhu scheme. 
Dalits, who used to 
work as labourers, 
have now become 
entrepreneurs and 
are continuing to 
take the development 
forward.Going a step 

ahead, three mem-
bers of the commu-
nity thought a bit 
differently, and have 
established the first 
of its kind rice mill 
under Dalit Bandhu. 
Though earthmovers, 
harvesters, tippers 
and other big vehicles 
were purchased by 
beneficiaries by form-
ing groups, this is the 
first time beneficia-

ries are coming to-
gether to set up a rice 
mill since the launch 
of the scheme in 
August 2021. Munic-
ipal Administration 
and Urban Develop-
ment Minister KT 
Rama Rao is slated 
to inaugurate the rice 
mill named ‘Vijay-
alaxmi Industries’ 
on Monday. Three 
beneficiaries Su-

damalla Rajeshwari, 
Sudamalla Vijay Ku-
mar from Padira of 
Yellareddypet mandal 
and Dappula Linga-
iah of Rangampet of 
Veernapalli mandal 
formed a group and 
decided to establish 
the rice mill.
While Rajeshwari’s 
husband Surender 
and Lingaiah both 
owned lorries, Vijay 

Kumar is a Gulf 
returnee. As part 
of their plan, they 
purchased three acres 
of land by spending 
Rs 30 lakh on the 
outskirts of Duma-
la of Yellareddypet 
mandal. Besides the 
Rs 30 lakh sanctioned 
under Dalit Bandhu 
(Rs 10 lakh each), 
they took a bank 
loan well to establish 

the raw rice mill.
Speaking to Telanga-
na Today, Surender 
said they had decided 
to establish the rice 
mill to improve their 
own financial status 
and also to provide 
employment to 10 
others by utilizing the 
opportunity being 
provided by the State 
government.Minis-
ter KT Rama Rao, 

tweeting about the 
success story of the 
trio, said T-PRIDE, 
the Telangana – Pro-
gramme for Rapid 
Incubation of Dalit 
Entrepreneurs, was 
living up to its name, 
and thanked the 
Chief Minister for his 
vision in launching 
the Dalit Bandhu 
scheme.

Hyderabad 
Wakeuptelangana

Senior politician D. 
Srinivas returned to the 
Congress on Sunday, 
eight years after he left 
to join the BRS, citing 
his admiration for AICC 
leader Rahul Gandhi.
Srinivas, who was a 
suspended member of 
the Telangana Rashtra 
Samithi (now BRS), 
for the past few years, 
was welcomed into the 
Congress fold by AICC 
incharge Manikrao 
Thakre and TPCC chief 
A. Revanth Reddy, be-
sides senior leaders.The 
former MLA and MP, 
who is now confined 
to a wheelchair, said he 
was returning to the 
party fold to support 
Rahul Gandhi.TPCC 
chief A. Revanth Reddy 
termed Srinivas’ return 
as lucky for the party, 
citing that the Congress 
came to power under 
his leadership — not 
once, but twice. “This 
is a crucial moment for 

the party. DS came back 
to support the Gandhi 
family at this juncture. 
Everyone should wel-
come his decision. He 
was welcomed by all the 
top leaders of the party,” 
he said.The veteran 
Nizamabad leader is a 
three-time MLA, with 
wins in 1989, 1999 and 
2004, and served as the 
education minister in 
Y.S. Rajashekhar Reddy’s 
Cabinet. He is consi-
dered a key player in 

ensuring Congress wins 
in 2004 and 2009 as 
PCC chief for undivided 
Andhra Pradesh.Srini-
vas, who is the father 
of BJP MP Dharmapuri 
Arvind and former 
Nizamabad mayor D. 
Sanjay, had expressed 
his intention to join the 
Congress since the BRS 
suspended him but re-
sisted the move as it may 
have damaged Arvind’s 
political prospects.
A press release circu-

lated by Arvind stating 
that his father would 
only be accompanied 
by his older brother D. 
Sanjay to Gandhi Bha-
van, was seen as a move 
to downplay Srinivas 
joining the Congress. 
The presence of senior 
Congress leaders and 
the grand welcome 
given to Srinivas was 
in contrast to Arvind’s 
claims.Former MP V. 
Hanumantha Rao, who 
offered the first ‘kan-

duva’ to Srinivas, asked 
the leader to transform 
his family, once again, 
into a Congress family. 
“I welcome that both 
of you (Srinivas and 
Sanjay) are joining the 
party, but it would have 
been much better if your 
younger son (Arvind) 
also joined the party. It 
would be one party and 
one family. Since BJP is 
losing ground, he will 
have a bright future in 
the Congress,” he said.
Former minister Ponna-
la Lakshmaiah said: “As 
a politician, he tasted 
other parties and felt 
bad. He has ultimately 
realised that nothing 
was like Congress. This 
was a welcome deci-
sion. After he resigned, 
I never met him and 
this was the first time I 
visited his residence to-
day.” Both Hanumantha 
Rao and Lakshmaiah, 
incidentally, are former 
PCC chiefs.Srinivas quit 
the Congress in 2015, 
after serving as the 
Leader of the Oppo-

sition in the Legisla-
tive Council. He also 
represented the BRS as 
a Rajya Sabha member. 
But, he faced resistance 
within the party after 
his son Arvind joined 
the BJP.The differences 
came to a head in 
2018, when K. Kavitha, 
along with a group 
of MLAs and MLCs, 
passed a resolution 
asking party president 
and Chief Minsiter K. 
Chandrashekar Rao 
to revoke the primary 
party membership of 
Srinivas.Despite being 
made a Rajya Sabha 
member, Srinivas re-
mained uncomfortable 
with the BRS, failing to 
get the importance he 
hoped for, sources said. 
Chandrashekar Rao also 
avoided Srinivas and 
refused him an appoint-
ment. After Arvind won 
against Kavitha in the 
2019 Lok Sabha polls, 
Srinivas was completely 
cornered.

D. Srinivas returns to Congress, cites admiration for Rahul Gandhi

Hyderabad Globe FC lost the  finals in shoot out
Hyderabad 
Wakeuptelangana 
Waheed uddin

In the final match, Hyderabad 
Globe FC faced off against 
KSA Mumbai and unfortu-
nately lost in a shootout. The 
game ended in a goalless draw 
in regulation time, and both 
teams were unable to score 
until the 90th minute. During 
the tiebreaker, KSA goalkeep-
er Ganesh saved Globe's 5th 
shot, resulting in their defeat. 
However, Madan, Vikas, 
Solai, and Umair managed to 
score for Globe in the penalty 

shootout.
Abdul Khader was awarded 
the Best Forward of the Tour-
nament, while Vikas Yadav 
received the Best Midfielder of 
the Tournament award for Hy-
derabad Globe. The winners of 
the tournament were awarded 
a cash prize of Rs. 1 lakh, 
while Hyderabad Globe re-
ceived Rs. 50,000 for securing 
the second position.The event 
was graced by Shri Ramdas 
Atole, a Union Minister of 
the Indian government, who 
attended as the chief guest and 
distributed the prizes.
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The Department of Culture and Tourism – Abu Dhabi 
(DCT Abu Dhabi) is inviting residents and visitors to 
experience Ramadan with a vibrant and unique calendar 
of authentic and inspiring activities across the emirate.
The start of Ramadan, that is expected to begin 23 
March, will coincide with the term break from schools. 
Abu Dhabi is preparing to welcome and share Ramadan 
with visitors from around the world, inviting them to 
discover experiences at their own pace. Attractions, 
restaurants and retail outlets will remain open through-
out the day, though once the sun sets, the spirit of 
Ramadan in Abu Dhabi comes alive.From Iftar to 
Suhoor, festivals and pop-ups at the city’s hotels, restau-
rants and attractions, there are no shortage of options 
for spaces to gather and celebrate the holy month with 
family and friends. With more announcements coming 
soon, we have selected a shortlist of dining, family and 
retail experience that will make this year’s Ramadan one 
to remember.RETAIL RAMADAN POP-UPSThe First 
Fendi Majlis in the Region: FENDI takes over Abu 
Dhabi’s tashas Al Bateen for the holy month to host their 
very own Ramadan Majlis. Surrounded by the iconic 
codes of the FENDI Maison, the Majlis welcomes the 
community to gather family and friends every evening 
for Suhoor. Starting from 26 March, and for the entire 
month this especially unique concept will surely be the 
most glamourous evening in the region. Make it a must 
to visit this one-off experience which includes a 
mouth-watering menu curated by tashas exclusively for 
Fendi.Charlotte Tilbury Majlis: The First Charlotte 
Tilbury Majlis in the Region will welcome guests from 6 
– 17 April with a specially curated and iconic Charlotte 
Tilbury Ramadan cafe in the heart of Abu Dhabi. Taking 
over Society in Mamsha Saadiyat, this luxury F&B 
concept offers a memorable Ramadan experience with 
consumer-led exclusive masterclasses hosted by Region-
al and Global Make-up artists, gaming opportunities as 
well as product discoveries.Ethr Take Over by Dyptique: 
From the chic streets of Paris, to paradise in Abu Dhabi, 
Dyptique, the pioneering parfumerie Maison, will bring 
to life a mesmerising, first of its kind cafe takeover at 
Ethr, a hidden gem in Abu Dhabi located in Mamsha 
Saadiyat. Offering visitors the chance to discover new 
and exciting fragrance collection Eau Nabati, and 
flavours that weave through the exotic and the magical 
surroundings. Friends of the brand, perfume connois-
seurs and beauty enthusiasts will also be able to appreci-
ate the Layali Ramadan Campaign event further thanks 
to a series of creative workshops that will be taking place 
over 14 days, to unveil the special Dyptique scent launch 
of Eau Nabati. The Ethr Take Over by Diptique runs 
from 5 – 22 April.RITUALS Wellness Retreat: As a pre 
Ramadan event, the wellness brand RITUALS COS-
METICS will be hosting a rejuvenating wellness getaway 
from 16 – 19 March at the magnificent Park Hyatt, in 
Abu Dhabi. This 4-day retreat will allow you to immerse 
yourself into the World of Rituals and indulge in sound 
meditation, manifestation workshops and fragrance 
zoning to get your mind, body and home ready for 
Ramadan.The Ramadan Market: In collaboration with 
the home-grown brand Mirbad, Retail Abudhabi will 
host the first Ramadan night retail market in the emirate 
from 24 – 27 March at Manarat Al Saadyat, where over 
100 local and global vendors will showcase and host 
different brand experiences. For the first time, the 
Mirbad market will be embedding international brands 
and adding to their programming entertainment. The 
Ramadan Market will give visitors a chance to immerse 
themselves in the local culture with a modern twist.
AUTHENTIC ARABIAN HOSPITALITYThe Majlis by 
the Sea at Emirates Palace Mandarin Oriental: The 
Emirates Palace Mandarin Oriental presents The Majlis 
by the Sea, a Ramadan tent uniquely situated by the 
Arabian Gulf. With glittering views across the Abu 

Devotees gathered with family and friends to break their fast on the first day of Ramadan at the historic Makkah Masjid in Hyderabad on 
Friday

Ramadan Special
Ramadan and Eid 
in AbuDhabi: A unique experience

Young boys 
cut fruits in a 
mosque in New 
Delhi to serve peo-
ple visiting the 
mosque to break 
their fast. During 
the month of Ra-
madan, Muslims 
fast from dawn to 
dusk.

Young students memorise the Quran in a madrasa in New Delhi. Students who memorise the whole Quran are sent to different 
mosques in Delhi to recite the Quran during special late-night prayers offered only during Ramadan

Young students memorise the Quranhi.
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NIA raids 3 places in 
Nagpur in Gazwa-e-
Hind case
Nagpur: The National Investi-
gation Agency (NIA) on Thurs-
day conducted searches at three 
locations in Nagpur in its ongoing 
probe into Gazwa-e-Hind case 
that is linked to the radicaliza-
tion of impressionable youth over 
various social media platforms for 
carrying out violent terrorist acts.
The places searched by the NIA 
officials included the residential 
premises of the suspects involved 
in anti-national activities and the 
radicalization of impressionable 
youth through social media.
The NIA initially registered the 
Gazwa-e-Hind case on July 22 
last year at Phulwarisharif Police 
Station in Bihar.In the Phulwari 
Sharif investigations, the NIA said, 
"It is revealed that accused Margub 
Ahmad Danish, a self-radicalized 
individual, was in contact with 
a number of foreign entities on 
the WhatsApp group "Ghazwa-
e-Hind" created by him"."In this 
group, terrorist acts and activities 
in Kashmir were being glorified 
with the view to radicalize impres-
sionable youth. He had also cre-
ated another WhatsApp group in 
the name of Ghazwa-e-Hind BD 
and was propagating conquest of 
India through violence," the NIA 
had said earlier.On January 6 this 
year, the NIA filed a charge-sheet 
against an accused in NIA Special 
Court in Bihar in the case.
Earlier on March 15 The National 
Investigation Agency (NIA) also 
raided 15 locations in Jammu and 
Kashmir as well as in Punjab in a 
case related to terror conspiracy 
hatched by Pakistan-based pro-
scribed organisations to radicalize 
youth of the Union Territory and 
target members of minority com-
munities, security personnel and 
religious events and activities.

Sharad Pawar calls Opposition 
meeting today to discuss EVM issues
New Delhi: Nationalist 
Congress Party (NCP) chief 
Sharad Pawar has called a 
meeting of leaders of oppo-
sition parties on Thursday to 
discuss the Rural Electronic 
Voting Machine (EVM).
The meeting will be held at 
Pawar's residence on Thurs-
day evening.In a letter written 
to all opposition leaders, the 
NCP chief said that he pro-
poses to convene a meeting of 
all political parties who have 
doubts about the efficacy of 
the Rural Electronic Vot-
ing Machine (EVM).This 
development comes after the 
Chief Election Commissioner 
promised to respond to the 
doubts raised by some civil 
society activists and political 
parties.Pawar stated that the 

meeting has been called in 
the interest of free and fair 
elections and to listen to the 
views expressed by eminent 
IT professionals and cryp-
tographers.There are some 
very pertinent questions been 
raised in the Report by CCE. 
The report contains views of 
eminent Information Tech-
nology professors, cryptogra-
phers and retired government 
officials. The civil society 
submitted a letter to Election 
Commission of India in May 
2022 and another reminder 
after two weeks (Annexure 
3). ECI did even acknowl-
edge their letter. The doubts 
regarding the possibility of 
manipulating EVM are being 
raised even by the common 
man now, Pawar said.
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New Delhi: Khalistani 
leader Amritpal Singh, 
who is on the run from 
the police, allegedly 
planned to take over the 
top Sikh body SGPC by 
creating his own vote 
bank. He aimed at giving 
credibility to his own 
interpretation of Sikh 
history and then propa-
gate whatever he want-
ed, people with direct 
knowledge of the matter 
in the government told 
NDTV, asking not to be 
named.
"Amritpal Singh was eye-
ing the SGPC, which is a 
mini parliament of Sikhs, 
to give credibility to his 
own interpretation of 
Sikh history and propa-
gate whatever he desires," 

a senior government 
officer said, referring to 
the Shiromani Gurdwara 
Parbandhak Committee, 
or SGPC.
Investigation so far 
shows that Amritpal 
Singh, in the name of 
propagating religion, 
has been using people as 
tools for promoting his 
violent radical ideology, 
sources said."Not con-
sidering the sanctity of a 
pious places like gurd-
wara, goons of Amritpal 
Singh on his directions 
vandalised two gurd-
waras - Kapurthala and 
Jalandhar - for following 
the tradition of keeping 
some furniture for the 
elderly and the differ-
ently abled to sit," an 

intelligence report given 
to the Home Ministry 
said.The SGPC on Mon-
day, however, asked the 
Punjab government to 
stop arresting "innocent" 
Sikhs amid the police 
crackdown on Amritpal 
Singh and his aides.The 
top gurdwara body also 
strongly condemned 

what it alleged were 
"excesses" being commit-
ted by the police against 
Sikhs in Punjab for the 
past few days.The Punjab 
Police have arrested 
more than 120 people, 
including members of 
'Waris Punjab De', a 
radical group headed 
by Amritpal Singh.The 

centre today justified 
the arrest of Amritpal 
Singh's aides under the 
stringent National Secu-
rity Act, or NSA, 1980 by 
citing a range of charges 
including sourcing and 
stockpiling weapons with 
help from Pakistan's spy 
agency Inter-Services 
Intelligence, or ISI."WPD 
(Waris Punjab De) has 
been using young people 
for violent acts and 
promoting gun culture 
by naming (Amritpal 
Singh's) private militia 
Anandpur Khalsa Fauj 
(AKF). They are a threat 
to national integrity. 
They openly declared 
they do not believe in 
the state and defied the 
Punjab government's 

order not to display 
weapons in the open," 
an officer involved in the 
investigation told NDTV.
The banned outfit, Sikhs 
for Justice, has come out 
in support of the WPD. 
This is a big cause of 
concern, the officer said, 
adding it was decided 
at the highest level to 
send the arrested aides 
of the Khalistani leader 
to high-security jails 
outside Punjab."There 
were reports that they 
would have radicalised 
other jailed criminals in 
Punjab and would have 
associated them with 
the AKF," the officer 
said.Amritpal Singh is 
still on the run. He was 
seen on CCTV camera 

Disqualification As MP "Automatic": 
Mahesh Jethmalani On Rahul Gandhi
New Delhi: Congress's Rahul 
Gandhi, who was convicted 
for two years in a defamation 
case involving his remarks 
on Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi, stands automatically 
disqualified from parliament 
under a Supreme Court judg-
ment of 2013, noted lawyer 
and BJP MP Mahesh Jeth-
malani told NDTV today."By 
the operation of the law, he 
stands disqualified but the 
decision has to be communi-
cated to the Speaker. But as of 
today, he stands disqualified," 
Mr Jethmalani told NDTV in 
an exclusive interview.In the 
Lily Thomas versus Union 
of India case, the Supreme 
Court had ruled that "any 
MP, MLA or MLC who is 
convicted of a crime and 
given a minimum of 2 years' 
jail loses membership of the 
House with immediate ef-
fect".The court had scrapped 
the Section 8(4) of the 
Representation of the People 
Act, which allowed elected 
representatives three months 
to appeal against their con-
viction, calling it "unconstitu-
tional".An Ordinance against 
the judgment was brought in 
by the Manmohan Singh gov-
ernment, which was in power 
at the time. But Mr Gandhi 
had trashed it, telling the 
media that it should be "torn 
up and thrown away". Critics 
had portrayed it as a move 
to protect Congress ally Lalu 

Yadav, who was being tried in 
the fodder scam."I personally 
think what the government 
is doing on the ordinance 
is wrong. It was a political 
decision, every party does 
it, and there is a time to stop 
this nonsense... If we actually 
want to stop corruption then 
we cannot make these com-
promises," Mr Gandhi had 
said in what was seen as a 
huge embarrassment for then 
Prime Minister Manmohan 
Singh, who had cleared the 
Ordinance.Mr Jehthmalani 
said Mr Gandhi can only stay 
in parliament only if a higher 
court puts a freeze on the 
trial court judgment, as hap-
pened in a few earlier cases.
The BJP has been demanding 
the disqualification of Mr 
Gandhi since early this year 
-- initially over his comments 
on the Hindenburg-Adani 
issue. Later they demanded 
that he be ousted over his 
comments at the Cambridge 
University, which the party 
contended were anti-nation-
al.

Amritpal Singh Set Play In Motion To Take Over Sikhs' Top Body: Sources

Organ donation by one person 
can give life to 8-9 people: PM 
Modi in Mann Ki Baat
New Delhi: Calling 
on the citizens to 
come ahead for organ 
donation, Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi 
in his monthly radio 
programme 'Mann Ki 
Baat' on Sunday, said 
that the government 
has relaxed several 
rules to encourage 
people in giving new 
lives to others.In his 
99th Mann Ki Baat 
address, PM Modi 
said, "Our relation-
ship with 'Mann Ki 
Baat' has reached its 
99th step. Usually, 99 
is considered a tough 
phase. Especially in 
cricket, nervous nine-
ties is considered very 
difficult. But when it 
comes to the 'Mann 
Ki Baat' of the people 
of the country, the 
inspiration is some-
thing else"."Today, we 
are celebrating Azadi 
ka Amritkal, and 
moving ahead with 
new resolutions. I am 
very excited to know 
the suggestions of 
you all for the 100th 
episode. Your sugges-
tions make the 100th 
episode even more 
memorable," he add-
ed.Emphasising about 
organ donation, the 
Prime Minister said 
that it has become 
a very important 
medium in the age 
of modern medical 
science.
"It is said that when 
a person donates his 
organs after death, it 
raises the possibility 
of giving a new life to 
8-9 people. I am very 
satisfied that for pro-

moting organ dona-
tion, a similar policy 
is being adopted in 
the whole country," he 
saidHe said that the 
government with the 
aim of promoting or-
gan donation, has re-
moved the minimum 
age threshold and 
domicile rule related 
to it."In this direction, 
it has been decided to 
remove the condition 
of domicile. Now, a 
patient can register 
for organ donation by 
going into any state. 
The government has 
also done away with 
the restriction of min-
imum age of 65 years 
for organ donation. 
I urge the country-
men to come ahead 
in large numbers. 
Your one decision 
can save many lives, 
make many lives," PM 
Modi said.PM Modi 
said that the speed 

with which India is 
moving in the direc-
tion of solar energy 
is an achievement 
in itself."Nowadays, 
renewable energy is 
being talked about 
in the whole world. 
When I meet people 
outside the coun-
try, they always talk 
about India's incred-
ible success in this 
field. In Pune, Ma-
harashtra, one such 
excellent effort has 
caught my attention. 
Diu has become the 
first district in India, 
which is using 100 
per cent clean energy 
for all daytime needs," 
he said.He said that 
'Sabka Prayas' of 
the people is taking 
India forward in the 
direction of solar 
energy."People of this 
country have a special 
relationship with the 
sunlight. The scientif-

ic temperament and 
cultural devotion that 
we have had with the 
sun is hardly noticed 
anywhere else. I am 
happy that today, 
every citizen is under-
standing the benefits 
of solar energy and 
is also contributing 
towards green energy. 
The spirit of this 'Sab-
ka Prayas' is taking 
India forward in that 
direction," he said.The 
Prime Minister fur-
ther said that Kashi 
Tamil Sangamam is 
celebrating the an-
cient ties between 
Tamil Nadu and 
Kashi.
"The Saurashtra Tamil 
Sangamam is to be 
held in April and will 
revive the thousands-
year-old connection 
between Saurashtri-
ans and Tamilians," 
PM Modi added.

UP Power Department 
Employees End 72-Hour-
Long Strike After Talks 
With Government

Lucknow: Uttar Pradesh electricity 
department employees on Sunday 
ended their 72-hour strike after 
several rounds of talks between their 
leaders and state energy minister A 
K Sharma. The protesting employ-
ees, who had started their strike at 
10 pm on March 16, called it off at 
around 3 pm on Sunday.Announcing 
the withdrawal of strike, Shailendra 
Dubey, convener of Vidyut Karm-
acharis Sanyukt Sangharsh Samiti, 
said, "A number of rounds of talks 
were held (with the government). We 
raised our problems and the (ener-
gy) minister agreed positively to fix 
them.""Respecting the directions of 
the Chief Minister (Yogi Adityanath), 
the positive dialogue with the energy 
minister, respecting the high court, we 
have decided to call off our 72-hour 
symbolic protest one day in advance 
in view of massive public interest."-
Speaking to reporters after the meet-
ing, UP energy minister Sharma said, 
"I thank the employees of the elec-
tricity department for calling off their 
protest...I would request them to di-
rect their employee friends to resume 
their duties, especially at those places 
where power supply was disrupted, be 
it a feeder or a sub-station." Sharma 
said the samiti held several rounds of 
talks "Some of the points during the 
talks were documented. We will talk 
about those, and make an effort to try 
to take them to a logical conclusion," 
the minister said.



Editorial

The editor, 

The TS govt's education minister took the 
decision to conduct Inter 1st year board exam in 
near future, then what is the meaning of PRO-
MOTED ? It seems the education ministry will 
definitely conduct the exams for those classes 
to which it promoted. If not so the made an-
nouncement should be revoked. Thus the Inter 
1st year students will sigh relearf and will give 
full attention in the study of 2nd year in which 
they are sitting after promoted by TS govt. 

S.M.ARIF HUSSAIN, Senior Hon. Server in 
Education. 
MUSHEERABAD. 

News Channels, Chasing 
TRPs, Ignore The Necessary

Dear Reader 
If you are facing 

any problem in your 
neighborhood or 

strongly feel about 
any issue,  you can 

write to us. We 
will publish your 
complaint in our 

columns. Please send 
your complaint to 

editor.wtonlinedaily@   
gmail.com Or 
whatappas us 
@8885610056 

Please mention your 
name,addresses and 

email id. You can also 
share photographs or 
videos about the issue.

In the new year, Television 
Rating Points (TRPs) should be 
renamed by media networks. 
To reflect the content being 
churned out every evening, the 
abbreviation could just as easily 
stand for Third Rate Program-
ming (TRP)! Controversial, 
cynical statements that polarize 
are a prime time favorite. A 
Chief Minister of a BJP state 
will try and outdo a woman MP 
from his party to spew commu-
nal venom. An easy way to earn 
points in the Modi-Shah era.
Ninety per cent of the narrative 
on Indian television today lin-
gers on these contrived, divisive 
issues. When was the last time 
you saw a TV programme 
discussing the plight of manual 
scavengers risking their lives or 
the importance of safe drinking 
water for all ? Sadly, the same 
illness affects the quality of 
the output in Parliament- but 
that's a story for another day in 
2023.Prime time news is now a 
cacophony of triviality, a chorus 
of anchors turned cheerleaders. 
In all this madness, there have 
been worthy exceptions- a cred-
ible network or two, built over 
decades of trust and following 
the rules of good old-fashioned 
journalism. One such gem is 
NDTV. Which is why I am 
writing this piece here - not to 
garner 'Likes' or re-tweets or 
'Views'. Instead, allow me to 
draw attention at the beginning 
of the new year to an issue 
that will - God forbid- cause 
national and international strife. 
Not oil, nor gold, nor data. This 
is about safe drinking water.
Safe drinking water is not only 
crucial to human health and 
well-being but access to it is also 
a fundamental right protected 
under the ambit of the Right to 
Life (Article 21) in the Consti-
tution.India has about 18 per 
cent of the world's total popula-
tion, but only 4 per cent of the 
water resources. This makes us 
one of the most water-stressed 
countries in the world. Many 
Indians face high to extreme 
water stress caused by lack of 
availability and poor quality of 
available water, according to 
the NITI Aayog as well. On top 
of that, chemical pollution of 
water remains a health bur-

den, whether natural in origin 
or anthropogenic. It affects 
livelihood, school attendance, 
standard of living, people's 
dignity and the environment.
More than 60 per cent house-
holds do not treat their water 
before drinking. According 
to UNICEF, only 1/4th of the 
total population in the country 
has drinking water in their 
households and approximately 
three-quarters of all illnesses in 
India are caused by impurities 
in the water supply. About 38 
per cent children under the age 
of five are stunted, and 50 per 
cent of malnutrition cases are 
linked to diarrhoea. Around 30 
diseases are a consequence of 
unsafe water, poor sanitation, 
and hygiene. According to the 
National Family Health Survey 
5, diarrhoea was prevalent in 
7.3 per cent children under five 
years of age.The existing sources 
of data for tracking water 
and its safety are the Census, 
National Family Health Survey 
and Integrated Management 
Information System. The first 
two do not dwell upon the 
quality and reliability of water 
and the third lacks data on 
sufficiency of water and is not 
standardised and comprehen-
sive for rural areas. Delay in the 
Census and data gaps such as 
these provide a big lacunae in 
handling water resources to the 
optimal level. There is an urgent 
need to strengthen, standardise 
existing reporting and expand 
the scope of surveys to cov-
er more indicators of safely 
managing the drinking water 
services. This is critical to good 
policy-making and planning of 
welfare schemes.All individuals 
should be entitled to clean wa-
ter and sanitation without any 
discrimination. Marginalised 
populations, including women, 
children, refugees are frequently 
disregarded by and excluded 
from access to supply of safe 
drinking water, based on their 
societal positioning.Article 
14(2)(h) of Convention on the 
Elimination of All Forms of 
Discrimination against Women 
(CEDAW) provides: "States 
parties shall take all appropriate 
measures to eliminate discrim-
ination against women in rural 

areas in order to ensure, on a 
basis of equality of men and 
women, that they participate in 
and benefit from rural develop-
ment." But the burden of water 
collection often falls on women 
who have to travel long distanc-
es and stand in long queues to 
fetch water. This makes them 
lag behind in school attendance, 
work, childcare etc, and posi-
tions at the front of verbal, sex-
ual and physical violence and 
discrimination by societies.The 
denial of access to safe drinking 
water in public spaces is a big 
manifestation of the existence 
of discrimination. Caste plays 
an important role in the same. 
More than 20 percent of Dalits 
lack access to safe drinking wa-
ter and often face violence for 
trying to access these resources. 
Harmful concepts of purity 
and contamination govern the 
thinking of individuals in affect-
ed areas even after untouch-
ability had been abolished.The 
Union government controls the 
regulation and development of 
inter-state rivers which are a 
major source of water in India. 
Making these channels safe for 
drinking needs to be prioritised. 
The Jal Jeevan Mission that 
targets providing tap water in 
every household too misses out 
on making this water safe for 
drinking. Such weak systems 
and lack of funding from the 
Union have hindered the reach 
in India. India's water sector has 
faced an investment gap of 21 
lakh crores between 2015-2030 
according to the G20 Infra-
structure Outlook.
Hence there is a need to make 
the sector more attractive for 
investment, along with increas-
ing the budgetary allocation 
specifically for making drinking 
water safe so states can make a 
bigger difference. The issue of 
access to clean drinking water 
cannot be looked at in isolation. 
It is dependent on other factors 
of gender, class, caste, education 
among others. Involvement of 
stakeholders in the making of 
policies at each level is impera-
tive in minimising the discrimi-
nation in such access.

LETTERS

Buoyant year for 
banks
Much of how the banks shape their growth strategies in 2023 will depend 
upon the evolving macroeconomic dynamics whose roots lie in 2022. 
Banks face domestic and external sector risks in an integrated world 
order. It can be recalled that when Covid was receding in early 2022, ma-
jor central banks in the world were on a binge to normalise easy money 
policies that were aligned to fight the pandemic ills. But the invasion of 
Ukraine by Russia in February 2022 overturned the global economic 
landscape. Sanctions against Russia, surge in energy and commodity pric-
es, continued supply-side disruptions, aftermath of ‘Zero Covid policy’ in 
China and increasing polarisation of economies exacerbated geopolitical 
risks. Inflation made a galloping rise, interest rates soared and volatility 
became the watchword on markets ranging from stocks and bonds to 
cryptocurrencies and Chinese real estate. The appreciation of the US 
dollar against domestic currencies and the flight of overseas funds back 
to developed economies exacerbated exchange rate challenges.While the 
fears of the resurgence of Covid19 in many parts of the world now cannot 
be ignored, India is said to be better placed with its strong immunisation 
campaign and wider exposure of society to the virus, forming hybrid 
immunity.
RBI Strategies
The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) joined the policy normalisation along 
with its global peers while customising it to domestic needs. It opted for 
a tectonic shift in monetary policy beginning in May 2022 steeply raising 
the repo rate by 225 basis points to fight inflation. It was coupled with ab-
sorbing excess liquidity using the variable rate reverse repo (VRRR) tool 
and retained low fixed rate reverse repo intact at 3.35%.Banks quickly 
needed to fine-tune liquidity risk management as the cost of funds soared 
and resource inflows slowed. At the same time, the RBI continued its 
innovative strategies by introducing Standing Deposit Facility (SDF) on 
April 8 at an interest rate of 3.75%, which now stands at 6%, for absorb-
ing excess liquidity.As the impact of fiscal and monetary policy actions of 
2022 and external sector dynamics work their way to shape the challenges 
and opportunities in the economy, the banking industry is set to enter an-
other aggressive growth orbit in 2023. Banks will have to sync their func-
tional barometer in line with the evolving macroeconomic ecosystem to 
make the most out of it.Influenced by the demand for credit from reviv-
ing trade and industry, bank credit growth rose fast during 2022 to reach 
17.5% while deposits were sluggish at 9.9% as on December 2, 2022. The 
incremental credit deposit (CD) ratio has been staying above 100% since 
August 2022. Even the flow of funds to the commercial sector has been 
expanding at a faster pace which should work to stimulate growth. Due 
to changed resources, banks plunged into stiff liquidity mismatches that 
needed heightened resource augmentation strategies.While the cost of re-
sources has gone up due to the rise in interest rates on deposits, loans had 
to wait to get repriced until their Marginal Cost of Funds Based Lending 
Rates (MCLR) were reset. The excess investment made in SLR (Statutory 
Liquidity Ratio) securities beyond the statutory limit of 18% during pan-
demic times when demand for credit nosedived also helped. Such excess 
liquidity could be now used to meet expanding credit.But going forward, 
2023 will definitely be the year of depositors who may enjoy positive real 
rates of interest with inflation plunging and deposit rates going up. The 
stiff competition for deposits will further heighten rates.
Stronger HeadwindsWhen the economy is strong, sectors grow well and 
banks can unleash their potential. It is noteworthy that the macroeco-
nomic fundamentals are getting stronger against the backdrop of GDP 
in Q1 growing at 13.5% and in Q2 at 6.3%. The trend reflects a strong 
sequential momentum where private final consumption expenditure and 
gross fixed capital expenditure are looking up. The fiscal is expected to 
end GDP at 6.8% with Q3 and Q4 at 4.4% and 4.2%, respectively, pro-
viding strong impetus to banks. While the global GDP and cross-border 
trade are on descent, the growth data of the domestic economy resonates 
with optimism.The external spillover risks to inflation continue to haunt 
and that could potentially add imported inflation to it. Tapering of crude 
oil prices, now close to $80 a barrel, is a significant positive development 
that could provide a speedy revival of the economy. Despite the innate 
resilience of the Indian economy, sensitivity towards emerging global 
risks in articulating a forward pathway of growth-inflation dynamics is 
the right way to be pragmatic.
Green Addition
In addition to diminishing inflation and stable growth headwinds, the 
findings from the RBI surveys of households, businesses and professional 
forecasters provide ample optimism for growth prospects. Banks while 
bracing to meet stiff challenges of liquidity risk management due to 
increased demand for credit will have to, in addition, work out strategies 
to finance green projects to reduce carbon footprints and achieve the 
UN Sustainable Development Goals. Financing such projects will need 
different wherewithal, including risk assessment and risk management 
systems.National Bank for Financing Infrastructure and Development 
(NaBFID), now fully equipped, will be able to provide support to banks 
in infrastructure lending, including green projects. National Asset Recon-
struction Company Ltd – Bad bank – should also ease the burden of toxic 
loans of banks to create space for fresh lending.

It has been 20 years since 
the Brazilian crime epic, 
City of God, hit theatres 
for the first time and put 
Brazilian favelas and their 
unique structures of power, 
race and class under the 
global spotlight.
Set in Rio’s infamous Ci-
dade de Deus (City of God) 
suburb between the end of 
1960s and the beginning of 
1980s, the film tells the sto-
ries of several interconnect-
ed characters struggling to 
escape violence and poverty 
from the point of view of a 
dark-skinned favela dweller 

nicknamed  “Rocket”.
KEEP READINGlist of 4 
itemslist 1 of 4Pakistani 
film to release in India after 
11 years amid blowbacklist 
2 of 4‘Communion with 
creatives’: Literary events 
flourish in Nigerialist 3 of 
4An unexpected friend-
ship: A lighthouse across 
the yearslist 4 of 4A story 
of love, loss and lobsterend 
of listDirected by Fernan-
do Meirelles and Kátia 
Lund, the film received 
widespread critical acclaim 
as soon as it was released 
and secured four Oscar 

nominations in 2003. In the 
years that followed, it came 
to be seen by many as the 
definitive motion picture 
of modern Brazil and one 
of the greatest films of the 
21st century.City of God 
won hearts and minds in 
Brazil and abroad alike 
for many different rea-
sons. First of all, the story, 
adapted from the 1997 
novel of the same name 
written by Afro-Brazilian 
author Paulo Lins, allowed 
for a realistic depiction 
of favela life. It presented 
those living in the City of 

God neither as blameless 
“victims of society” nor as 
senseless thugs who chose 
violence, but as real people 
trying to navigate their 
difficult circumstances as 
best as they can. It allowed 
moviegoers to glimpse at 
the narrow alleyways and 
poorly constructed homes 
of the City of God, and 
the extreme violence and 
poverty that defines them, 
through the eyes of people 
actually living there. While 
the movie looks much like 
a Hollywood blockbuster 
and is highly stylised, it still 

feels authentic, perhaps due 
to most of its cast being 
comprised of modern-day 
residents of the favela de-
picted in the movie.In the 
20 years since its release, 
City of God not only aged 
well but remained very 
current – the issues it 
depicts are still as salient as 
ever before.Indeed, poverty 
and extreme inequality 
are still chief problems in 
Rio de Janeiro. In favelas 
like City of God, the many 
struggles caused by poverty 
are exacerbated by police 
brutality and corruption, 

addiction, racism and – as 
it was very subtly depicted 
in the film -the conde-
scending attitudes of the 
liberal white middle class 
towards the poor. The film 
depicts a favela in the grip 
of organised crime in the 
1970s and underlines the 
role corrupt police officers 
played in transforming this 
suburban neighbourhood 
(purpose-built to try and 
keep the poor outside the 
centre) into a place where 
laws do not apply, justice 
is never achieved and no 
one can ever truly feel safe. 
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Games & Entertainment 6
Sara Ali Khan’s favourite 
Biryani spot in Hyderabad

Hyderabad: For ages now, Hyderabad is 
known for its Biryani. This flavourful dish 
that originated many hundred years ago is 
what the city is most known for. Scores of 
travellers that visit the city make sure to taste 
this dish at least once.While Paradise, Bawar-
chi, Shadab, Shah Ghouse, and Pista House 
are some of the popular choices for Hyder-
abadis to savour this dish, there are many 
other places in the city that serve it. Recently, 
a popular restaurant called Chicha’s shared a 
video where actor Sara Ali Khan revealed that 
she has been to Hyderabad and that Chicha’s 
is her favourite Biryani spot in the city. In an 
old video that was taken in one of the press 
conferences during the promotions of ‘Love 
Aaj Kal’, she can be seen saying that she has 
eaten Biryani from Chicha’s and liked it a lot. 
Actor Kartik Aaryan was seated beside her.
The restaurant, which is a go-to for many 
celebrities from Telugu film industry and 
others, has previously also shared some posts 
where the actor can be seen posing with the 
Chicha’s logo.

SHORT TAKES Thought for the Day

Spot The Difference:

“He who is deserted by friends and relatives will often find help and 
sympathy from strangers.”

New Delhi: Indian pugilist Nikhat Zareen 
has successfully defended her title after 
beating two-time Asian champion Nguyen 
Thi Tam of Vietnam in the final bout of the 
50kg category at the IBA Women’s World 
Boxing Championships in New Delhi on 
Sunday.Nikhat won by a unanimous 5-0 
verdict to help India clinch its gold medal 
at the ongoing Championships. Nikhat is 
now the second Indian female boxer to 
win multiple gold medals at the World 
Championships after legendary pugilist 
Mary Kom. Nikhat defeated a Vietnam 
player to claim her second world champi-
onships gold medal. Nikhat overpowered 
her opponent throughout the bout and 
did not provide any chance for Nguyen 
Thi Tam to regain her balance.Earlier on 
Saturday, scripting history, the young In-
dian pugilist Nitu Ghanghas was crowned 
as World Champion for the first time after 
registering a sensational victory in the 
finals of the IBA Women’s World Boxing 
Championship here at the Indira Gandhi 
Sports Complex.Later in the evening, India 
will have a chance to add another medal 
to their tally with ace boxer Lovlina Bor-
gohain set to take on Australia’s Caitlin 
Parker.

Nikhat Zareen claims 2nd Women’s 
World Boxing Championship gold
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Hyderabad cricketers 
Pranavi, Mamatha for 
Hong Kong T20 tournament

Hyderabad: Hyderabad women cricketers 
Pranavi Chandra Velagapdi and Mamatha 
Madiwala have been invited to compete in 
the upcoming 2nd FairBreak Invitational 
T20 cricket tournament which will be held in 
Hong Kong from April 1 to 16. The two city 
cricketers received a communication from 
Cricket Hong Kong in this regard and they 
will join the list of global stars competing in 
the tournament. The tournament will have 
six teams and it has been sanctioned by the 
International Cricket Council (ICC). The two 
players now need to submit clearance (NOC) 
certificates from the home board to compete 
in the league. Pranavi, who is also Hyderabad 
senior women’s team vice-captain, was part 
of the Deepthi Sharma-led Velocity team for 
the Women’s T20 tournament last year. The 
bowling all-rounder is eager to make the best 
use of the opportunity. Mamatha, a hard-hit-
ting batter, was part of the Senior Women’s 
Challenger Trophy. Both the players are being 
mentored by Former BCCI junior selection 
committee chairman V Chamundeswaranath 
and train at the Ramanaidu Cricket Academy 
in Madhapur. The league will have star crick-
eters like Danni Wyatt, Sophia Dunkley, Kath-
erine Sciver from England, Hayley Matthews, 
Stafanie Taylor form West Indies, Suzie Bates 
from New Zealand, Laura Wolvaardt, Shab-
nim Ismail from South Africa, to name a few.



LEGAL PRISM

Hyderabad: BSNL’s 
main office was gutted 
after a major fire broke 
out in it on Wednesday 
night crippling telecom-
munications, internet, 
banking, e-governance 
and several other facili-
ties in Karimnagar dis-
trict and adjoining areas. 
An electrical short circuit 
in the installed Air 
Conditions is assumed 
to be the cause behind 
the incident according 
to the officials. The fire 
soon spread to the upper 
floor of the building, 
following which the 
office staff alerted the fire 
service department, who 
rushed to the spot and 

doused the flames. Lakhs 
of BSNL mobile service 
users have been affected 
while thousands of land 
phones were disconnec-
ted due to a lack of 
network.The mishap 
resulted in a halt of 
activity and business in 
various banks after which 
BSNL officials also with a 
technical team visited the 
spot on Thursday mor-
ning and began efforts to 
restore the networking 
system.The mishap has 
reportedly damaged pro-
perty worth Rs 3 crores, 
according to preliminary 
estimations. However, 
police have registered a 
case and initiated a probe 

Hyderqabad: The Cy-
berabad police who are 
probing the ‘data breach’ 
case suspect criminal gangs 
operating from the National 
Capital Region (NCR) and 
Kolkata might had ‘pur-
chased’ the data through 
online channels and used 
it to dupe citizens. The 
Cyberabad police arrested 
seven persons who were 
illegally trading with the 
data of around 16 crore 
Indians after obtaining it 
through several backdoor 
channels. The database 

was sold for small sum of 
amount by at least three 
companies through online 
platforms managed by three 
of the arrested suspects. The 
police stumbled upon the 
scam while investigating 
into three criminal cases 
registered in Cyberabad 
wherein the fraudsters 
had conned people and 
duped them of certain 
amounts.“We have sought 
custody of the suspects 
from the court. Presently 
they are in judicial remand. 
After we get them we will 

question them and find out 
the customer base of the 
three companies and related 
aspects,” said an official of 
Cyberabad police.A special 
team was formed by the 
Cyberabad Commissioner 
to investigate into the case. 
Also, the police found that 
data base of around 2 lakh 
persons working with law 
enforcement agencies was 
available with the three 
companies and police fear 
it could have national ram-
ifications on the security of 
the country.

Demand for digital data 
protection bill gathers steam
HYDERABAD: After 
the Cyberabad police 
busted theft of sensitive 
and confidential data of 
16.8 crore citizens, the 
Digital Data Protection 
Bill, which is pending in 
Parliament, has come to 
the fore again.
While police bat for the 
Bill saying that it will 
bring in accountability 
on those holding data 
and also secure the in-
formation of individuals, 
cyber and legal experts 
raise concerns on the 
bill and its limitations in 
protecting citizens.Cybe-
rabad police commissio-
ner M. Stephen Ravindra 
said that data was the 
new currency and the 
new oil and people were 
products and not cus-
tomers anymore. Diffe-

rent entities collecting 
data are not making 
sure that it is secure.“As 
a result, data is now a 
weapon in the hands of 
crooks and miscreants 
and your data can be 
weaponized against you. 
At this juncture, every 
person should have a 
right over his data,” he 
said.
In view of this, the data 
protection Bill becomes 
more important, as it 
protects each citizen’s 
data and makes those 
holding the data more 
accountable and also 
penalise them if they 
resort to privacy viola-
tions.However, the Free 
Software Movement in 
India (FSMI) differs.“-
Data breach is not a new 
thing. It has been happe-

ning for quite some time 
but government bodies 
like CERT-In and law en-
forcement agencies have 
not done anything much 
on the issue, despite its 
threat to individuals,” 
said Y. Kiran Chandra, 
general secretary, FSMI.
The Bill completely fails 
to protect data of the 
user while providing the 
government access to 
personal data without 
any checks and balances. 
The situation where go-
vernment data agencies 
are not being regulated 
creates a scope for mass 
surveillance and legiti-
mises any data collection 
by the government,” 
Chandra added.“Though 
the Bill talks about 
'privacy by design' and 
'transparency', it fails 

to implement them in 
a binding manner. The 
objective should be to 
protect the privacy of the 
people and make sure 
that they have ultimate 
control over their data,” 
he said.Senior advocate 
Ch. Sudheer Kumar said 
that the data protection 
authority needs constitu-
tional entrenchment and 
the interest of each indi-
vidual should be protec-
ted.“While MNCs should 
be monitored regarding 
transfer of data, the bill 
should also lay down a 
framework that applies 
horizontally across all 
sectors. The bill should 
also provide cyber secu-
rity to the individuals,” 
Kumar opined.

Cyberabad police suspect criminal 
gangs from NCR, Kolkata in data theft case

BSNL service disrupts after 
fire breaks out in Karimnagar main office
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Three more TSPSC employees 
booked in paper leak case
Hyderabad: The police on 
Wednesday booked three 
more employees of the Te-
langana State Public Service 
Commission (TSPSC) in 
connection with the ques-
tion paper leak case.The 
trio, including a woman, 
scored over 100 marks in 
the Group I exam conduc-
ted in October 2022 after 
procuring the question pa-
per from the main accused 
P. Praveen Kumar and A. 
Rajashekar, the police said.
The police are ascertaining 
if the trio had paid them for 
the favour.Sources, however, 
said that the source of the 
question paper leak is still 
under probe and the police 
are verifying if the accused 
were the only source of the 
leak. They are also probing 
if an aspirant circulated 

the paper among others by 
tracking the money trail.
The special investigation 
team (SIT) has issued notice 
to more individuals who 
scored more than 100 marks 
in the entrance exam to 
ascertain if any of them had 
leaked the paper. They are 
also verifying the relations 
between the candidates and 
the main accused.Confi-
dential section incharge 
Shankara Laxmi of the 
commission, who was 
questioned on Tuesday 
and clarified that she was 
unaware of how the scam 
unfolded, is yet to get a 
clean chit. She alleged that 
the accused stole the User 
ID and password without 
her knowledge while fixing 
a technical glitch in her 
computer.

9 killed in fire cracker unit blast
Chennai: A massive 
explosion ripped through 
a fire cracker unit near 
Kuruvimalai in Kanchee-
puram district on 
Wednesday noon, killing 
nine persons, five of them 
on the spot, and land-
ing 15 others in various 
hospitals in Kancheepu-
ram, Chengalpattu and 
Chennai, besides bringing 
down four buildings in 
the premises housing the 
manufacturing facility. 
About 27 workers were 
in the Valartotam facility, 
which, according to State 
Minister for Rural Indus-
tries, T M Anbarasan, 
was crammed as it had 
space for only 10 persons 
to work from, when the 
explosion occurred. It 
started with some raw 
materials for fire crack-
ing manufacturing kept 
outside the godown for 
drying, catching fire and 
triggering a series of 
blasts.Chief Minister M K 
Stalin announced a sola-
tium of Rs 3 lakh for the 
deceased persons and Rs 
2 lakh for those injured. 

Those who suffered less 
than 50 percent burns 
were being treated at the 
Kancheepuram Govern-
ment hospitals while peo-
ple whose condition was 
critical with high levels of 
burns had been taken to 
government hospitals in 
Chengalpattu and Kil-
pauk in Chennai.
Two fire tenders rushed 
to the spot to put out 
the blaze and fire service 
personnel had to search 
for people with injuries 
and dead bodies amidst 
the heap of debris, while 
the entire neighbourhood 
shook with people mis-
taking it to be a earth-
quake.The accident sent 
shockwaves across the 
district that had four such 
firecracker units and has 
witnessed five explosions 
since 2006. Two explo-
sions in Vaiyavur in the 
district led to the death of 
3 persons in 2006 and 6 
others in 2014, while the 
other two accidents were 
in Pallatheru that claimed 
two lives in 2017 and 
another one at Nagaluthu 

Street godown in 2018 
killing 4 persons.State 
Minister C V Ganesan, 
too, visited the injured in 
Kancheepuram hospital 
and placed wreaths on the 
bodies of those who died. 
Among the dead was a 
couple, Gangadharan, 
who was blown by the 
impact of the explosion to 
smithereens, and his wife 
Vijaya, succumbing to 
burns at the Kanchipuram 
hospital.Anbarasan told 
the media that he would 
instruct the authorities to 
check the other fire crack-
er units in the district if 
they all followed the regu-
lations. The factory had a 
proper license to operate 
and was started in 2006. 
Its owner, Narendran gave 
himself up voluntarily 
before the Kanchipur-
am taluk police station.
The persons admitted to 
hospitals, many of them 
women have suffered 
severe burns and serious 
injuries. Some of them 
have lost their limbs.

Constable helped two 
aspirants get TSPSC papers
Hyderabad: Kethavath 
Srinivas, a police constable 
from Medchal in Cybera-
bad, who was arrested in 
the TSPSC paper leak, hel-
ped two aspirants procure 
question papers to make a 
quick buck, officials said. 
He initially rejected the 
offer as he was preparing 
to crack the SI entrance 
exam this year.The police 
said that accused Renuka, 
a government teacher, and 
her husband, Lavdyavath 
Dhakya, a technical as-
sistant with DRDA in 
Vikarabad, procured the 
question paper from the 
TSPSC workers and offered 
it to Srinivas, who initially 
rejected their offer.Howe-
ver, he did not report it to 
his higher-ups and further 
helped two candidates, 
Kethavath Neelesh Nayak 

and Pathlavath Gopal 
Nayak, it revealed during 
the custodial interrogation 
of the accused on the fourth 
day.The police also ques-
tioned TSPSC confidential 
section incharge Shankara 
Laxmi about her responsi-
bilities, her operations, 
others entering the confi-
dential section and how the 
accused procured the IDs 
and passwords.The SIT is 
probing if anyone helped 
the accused financially, to 
help them get the question 
papers.While Laxmi did not 
write down the credentials 
anywhere, accused Atla 
Rajasekhar, being a network 
administrator, stole them 
without her knowledge, 
the police said.Searches 
were also conducted at the 
residences of Renuka and 
Dhakya in Mahabubnagar 

Vijayawada Customs 
seize  RS7.48 crore gold
Vijayawada: Officials of Vi-
jayawada Customs Commis-
sionerate seized 12.97 kg of 
smuggled gold worth ₹7.48 
crore at different places in 
the state and arrested four 
persons.Based on a tip-off, a 
team of 30 officers from va-
rious formations of Customs 
carried out searches in seve-
ral parts in the state and also 
along Andhra-Tamil Nadu 
border.Cars and busses were 
checked at several places. In 
all, different team together 
seized 12.97 kg of gold 
valued at ₹7.48 crore. Of 
the 15 smugglers identified, 

four have been arrested.In 
a statement on Wednesday, 
customs commissioner K. 
Engineer said tracing the 
origins of gold being smug-
gled into India is becoming 
difficult. This is because 
soon after the gold lands, it 
is being defaced or melted 
to remove foreign markings. 
It is then being moved to 
interior parts of the country.
In all, customs officials 
of Vijayawada have so far 
seized smuggled gold worth 
₹19.75 crore in 2022–23, the 
statement added.
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TAKES SHORT
Hyderabad: 
Wakeuptelangana

Corporate Connections (CC 
Hyderabad1) launched its 
first chapter in Hyderabad. 
Corporate Connections (CC)  
is Global Business Networking 
Organisation where the main 
purpose is to connect leaders 
around the world and empow-
er them to create opportunities 
and meaningful change in 
their organizations, communi-
ties and lives.CC are currently 
active in 5 continents, 24 coun-
tries, and 25 cities in India. 
The tagline of CC is “where 
leaders connect” with the 
theme  “making connections 
that matter”.Lighting of the 
lamp by dignitaries from var-
ious spheres of the corporate 
world jointly participated  to 
mark the event. Guest speaker 
Srinivas Rao Mahankali, CEO 
at T-Hub Hyderabad said 
“T-Hub is the new Charmi-
nar of Hyderabad as a city 

that is rapidly growing with 
investments and interests from 
across the globe.Hyderabad is 
the vaccine capital of the world 
and proved itself during the 
pandemic by catering to the 
needy. Its excellent weather, 
cordial people make it the 
ultimate destination beating 
even Bengaluru by a close. I 
have observed that there is 
a paradigm shift of IT cor-
porates to Hyderabad”.Nihar 

Yerubandi, Executive Director 
(CC) said “there are moments 
when history is made in a 
historical city like Hyderabad. 
This is a community for mutu-
al growth because Hyderabad 
has a good eco system  and 
plenty of start-ups”. KVT 
Ramesh, National Director 
(CC) said, “we need to connect 
and empower leaders with core 
values in order to excel as a 
catalyst for change and evolve 

in every sphere”.Mir Ahmed 
Ali Khan, Chapter Chair (CC) 
said, “change happens only due 
to networking and CC is the 
perfect pool to dive in for any 
kind of business. We ensure 
that products are not just the 
state of the art technology but 
also feature rich built through 
extensive research”.Earlier, new 
members were inducted by a 
formal Pinning ceremony by 
the seniors of CC.Welcome 

video messages from across 
the Global Community were 
beamed on the screen high-
lighting their journey and 
experiential sharing. The event 
ended with people bonding 
themselves over good food 
and music and songs ren-
dered by a live Sufi group. "CC 
Hyderabad" franchise owners 
are Nihar Yerubandi, Ananth 
Chaitanya Badhe and Ajay 
Manchukonda.

Hyderabad: Telangana 
MA&UD minister KT 
Rama Rao (KTR) on Sunday 
slammed the union govern-
ment for the delay in the com-
pletion of Uppal, Amberpet 
flyover works in the city.
KTR made the remarks as a 
response to a query from a 
Twitter user over the subject.
“@KTRBRS Sir when can we 
expect completion of uppal 
flyover. Works are going at 
slow pace. Lot of problem for 
daily commuters from nara-
pally,” Sandeep, the Twitter 
user asked the minister.
As a response, KTR said 

that the works of both the 
flyovers are ‘unfortunately’ 
being executed by National 
Highways Authority of India 
(NHAI).“Uppal and Amber-
pet flyovers are unfortunately 
being executed by National 
Highways. Both progressing 

at snails pace even though 
GHMC has completed the 
land acquisition as committed 
While we have completed 35 
projects they are unable to 
complete even 2 !! That’s the 
Difference between KCR Govt 
and Modi Govt,” he tweeted. 
Responding to one other tweet 
from a Krishna RK, who said 
that in Bengaluru, the projects 
under execution of the BJP led 
state government are ten times 
slower than projects under the 
NHAI, KTR asked, ‘How is 
that possible? Double Engine, 
Double Speed No?”

KTR slams Centre for delay in 
Uppal, Amberpet flyovers’ work

Hyderabad schools 
report rise in flu cases
HYDERABAD: 
Wakeuptelangana

Schools have almost turned 
into hotspots for the conta-
gious common flu. Doctors 
have said that there has 
been a rise in the number of 
outpatients in the last two 
weeks.
Several teachers told Deccan 
Chronicle that students have 
either absented themselves 
from classes due to the flu or 
have shown up despite them 
due to the fear of missing 
out on revisions ahead of 
the annual exams.Amala 
Vilasini, a teacher at Sri Sai 
Public School in Habsiguda, 
said that a few of her stu-
dents in her class had fallen 
ill recently. The numbers are 
growing, she said."Students 
sit in closed rooms, pretty 
close to each other and end 
up sharing stationery, books 
and even water bottles and 
lunch. This has probably 
resulted in its rapid spread 
as many are showing similar 
symptoms. I asked a couple 
of them to take rest while a 
few others were sent home," 
she said.Vilasini, who herself 
is recovering from flu, said 
that she could not take leave 
as the annual exams in her 
school start on Monday.
George Samuel D., vice-prin-
cipal of St Philip's High 
School in King Koti, said stu-
dents had been asked to stay 
away if they develop flu-like 
symptoms. "Nothing is more 
important than a child's 
health, not even their exams. 
We have been watchful of the 
spread. As a precautionary 
measure, we have sent some 
students home when their 
temperature was increasing," 
he said.Meanwhile, some 

parents, fearing that their 
children would lose revision 
exercises, forced them to 
attend classes.
"We are trying to counsel 
such parents against doing 
so," Samuel said.A corre-
spondent of a private school 
in Vidyanagar said that the 
school's management is 
now in a rush to implement 
steps to contain the health 
issue."Some of the measures 
include conducting exams in 
a phased manner to shifting 
revision classes online and 
even making masks and 
social distance mandatory," 
she said.
Health tips:
Doctors tell teachers to look 
out for signs in students like 
fatigue, runny/blocked nose, 
high temperature, body pain 
and loss of appetite.School 
medical teams can keep some 
medication handy like 250 
mg paracetamol.Stay away 
from antibiotics as the flu is 
viral and not bacterial, said 
Dr. Madhulika, a pediatric 
surgeon.Flu stays for less 
than a week. If child has a 
temperature of above 101°F, 
consult a doctorDoctors have 
suggested keeping masks 
and sanitisers in classrooms.
Gargling with warm salt wa-
ter, steam inhalation, warm 
sponging, staying away from 
junk and oily food and good 
rest, will be helpful.

Corporate Connections (CC Hyderabad1) launches its Hyderabad 

Hyderabad: Over 5,000 health enthusiasts and care givers participated 
in a ‘5K Mega Heart Run’, which was organized by Yashoda Hospitals 
and Tata Consultancy Services (TCS) from the hospital’s new facility 
at Hitec City to TCS Deccan Park on Sunday. The mega running event 
was aimed at creating awareness on the importance of healthy heart 
care among software professionals. Health care workers from the 
hospital including senior doctors, nurses, paramedical staff along with 
people from all walks of life turned-up for the 5K mega run.

Over 5,000 participate 
in 5K Mega Heart Run

Navatri celebrations for the grand Sri Rama Navami celebrations 
Hyderabad
Wakeuptelangana
Dp srinivas rao 

It is customary to celebrate 
the festival of Sri Rama 
Navami and celebrate the 
Navratri festival in the 
temples of Sri Rama.  In this 
context, Sri Ram Navami 
Navratri celebrations are 
going on in the ancient tem-
ple of Boinapally Kansari 
Bazar in a grand manner. 
Former Vice President of 
Cantonment Board Jam-
panna Pratap Ayana and his 
wife former member of the 
Board Jampanna Vidyavathi 

and family members were 
the chief guests and the 
special guests of Falguni Sri 
Rama performed special 
pujas and received Tirdha 
Prasad for the Navratri 

celebrations held on Sunday.  
On this occasion, the temple 
committee honored them 
and the priests blessed 
them.  Speaking on this 
occasion, Jampanna Pratap 

said that this temple is 
very old and every year the 
festival of Sri Rama Navami 
is celebrated.  He said that 
the temple administrators 
have been asked to make 
all the arrangements so that 
devotees will come in large 
numbers for the celebrations 
so that they do not have any 
constraints and he said that 
he will help and support 
the celebrations all the 
time.  Nagaraj, Rammohan, 
Devender, Srinivas, Vinay 
and others participated in 
the program.

Cheetah gifted by Saudi Prince dies of heart attack at Hyderabad 
Hyderabad: A 15-year-old 
male Cheetah gifted by the 
Saudi Prince a decade ago 
died of a heart attack at the 
Nehru Zoological Park in 
Hyderabad. The Cheetah, 
named ‘Abdullah’, died on 
Saturday, a Zoo official told 
IANS. The Zoo authorities 
conducted a post-mortem 
which revealed that it succu-
mbed to heart attack. During 
his visit to the Zoo on the 
occasion of CoP11 summit 
-2012 held in Hyderabad, 
Saudi Prince Bandar Bin 
Saud Bin Mohammed Al 
Saud had announced gifting 

two pairs of African lions 
and cheetahs.The zoo had re-
ceived the animals from the 
National Wildlife Research 
Centre of Saudi Arabia in 

2013.The female Cheetah 
died in 2020 and since then 
the male cheetah, named 
‘Abdullah’, was alone.‘Hiba’, 
the female Cheetah, died 

at the age of eight. She was 
diagnosed with paraplegia.
Paraplegia is a medical 
condition involving impair-
ment sensory function of 
the lower extremities, which 
is a classification of paraly-
sis.With Abdullah’s death, 
Nehru Zoological Park has 
no Cheetah.Cheetahs were 
declared extinct in India 
about 70 years ago.Last year, 
eight cheetahs from Namibia 
were released into Madhya 
Pradesh’s Kuno national park 
to reintroduce the feline in 
India.


