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SG raises
halal-certification
of non-meat
products in SC

o B | IS
Solicitor general of India
Tushar Mehta on Monday
raised in the Supreme
Court the issue of halal
certification of non-meat
products such as iron bars
and cement, flagging why
non-believers should be
made to pay higher cost
for halal-certified pro-
ducts. The top law officer
made the submissions dur-
ing hearing of pleas chal-
lenging a notification
prohibiting the manufac-
turing, storage, sale and
distribution of food pro-
ducts with halal certificat-
ion within Uttar Pradesh
barring items produced for
export. CONTINUE:P4

Brief Insights

UK Drained $64.8
Trillion from India
During Colonial Rule:
Oxfam Report
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HYDRAA'’s Silence on
Bathukamma Kunta Lake

Baffles People: P8

Revanth to Attract Investment for Fourth City

Hyderabad
WUT | Jan .21

Focusing on attracting in-
vestments from global
companies to the Fourth
City, Chief Minister A.
Revanth Reddy and his
delegation reached Zurich
Switzerland on Monday.
From the largest Swiss
city, they will travel by
train to Davos for the
World Economic Forum
annual conference.
Minutes after landing at

the airport, the Chief Min-
ister was welcomed by
professionals from the Te-
lugu states. Revanth
Reddy, who was accom-
panied by state industries

minister D. Sridhar Babu

and officials, would meet

industrialists at Davos and

pitch the state as an ideal

investment destination.
The Chief Minister

would hold talks with rep-
resentatives of some of
the top global companies
with the aim of attracting
major investments into
Telangana, an official
statement said here.

The delegation, led by
the Chief Minister, is
working with the specific
action plan of presenting
Telangana as an inter-
national investment desti-
nation at the Davos event,
it said.

Easy to Win Elections Sitting in Jail: SC

New delhi
WUT | Jan. 21

The Supreme Court on Mon-
day remarked that persons
like former councilor Tahir
Hussain, an accused in the
Delhi riots, should be barred
from contesting elections.
The remarks by the apex
court came at the hearing on
a plea filed by Hussain who
sought interim bail to cam-
paign for the upcoming Delhi
Assembly polls. He is under-
going judicial custody in a

money laundering case. The

top court deferred hearing on
his interim bail plea to Janu-

ary 21.

A bench of Justices Pankaj
Mithal and Ahsanuddin
Amanullah adjourned the
hearing due to paucity of
time but just as it was rising
for the day, Hussain’s lawyer
mentioned the matter and re-
quested for a hearing on
January 21. “It is easy to win
elections sitting in jail. All
such persons should be
barred from contesting the

elections,” the bench re-
marked in response. Hus-
sain’s counsel said his
nomination was accepted.
The Delhi high court on
January 14 granted custody
parole to Hussain to file
nomination papers from the
Mustafabad constituency on
an AIMIM ticket. It, ho-
wever, refused his plea for
interim bail from January 14
to February 9 to fight the
polls, saying the gravity of
allegations against Hussain,
being the main perpetrator in

the violence, resulting in the
death of several persons,
could not be overlooked.

The high court observed that
about 11 FIRs were reg-
istered against him in con-
nection with the riots and he
was admittedly in custody in
a related money laundering
case and UAPA case.

Hussain’s counsel argued
fighting elections was a com-
plicated process, which re-
quired him to not only file
his nomination by January 17
but also open a bank account
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New delhi
WUT | jan. 21

Spotlighting the "distres-
sing situation" outside
Delhi AIIMS, a premier
medical institution, where
hundreds of patients are
often seen huddled on the
footpath and subway,
Rahul Gandhi urged
Health Minister JP Nadda
and Delhi Chief Minister
Atishi to help resolve this
"humanitarian crisis".
The Leader of the Oppo-
sition in the Lok Sabha
also urged the central
government to take con-
crete steps to strengthen
the public healthcare sys-
tem in the upcoming
budget and increase the
necessary resources for it.
Pointing out the large
"systemic issues", Mr
Gandhi urged in his letter
to JP Nadda that Delhi
AIIMS is overburdened
because "crores of people
do not have access to af-

fordable and high-quality
healthcare where they
live".

"I urge you as Health
Minister, to recognise and
address this systemic
issue. As a first step, the
new AIIMS facilities ac-
ross the country should be
operationalised at the ear-
liest. In addition, the pub-
lic healthcare
infrastructure should be
strengthened at all levels,
from primary to tertiary,
in partnership with the
state government," said
Mr Gandhi in his letter
dated January 18.

"Central healthcare
schemes such as Ayush-
man Bharat should be re-

viewed to reduce patient
out-of-pocket expenses as
much as possible, by ex-
panding eligibility, hospi-
tals enrolled, and
conditions covered. The
sharp rise in the costs of
private healthcare also de-
serves detailed scrutiny. |
hope the Government will
use the upcoming Budget
to review its overall ap-
proach, and substantially
increase its investment in
public healthcare," said
Mr Gandhi.

Reducing the long wait
times, said Mr Gandhi, at
each step of treatment,
and providing patients in-
formation about wait
times, would help reduce
patients' uncertainty.

Earlier, on Thursday, the
Congress leader met sev-
eral patients and their
families camping on the
road and subways around
the AIIMS and inquired
about their problems and
grievances.

Trump becomes the 47th president of the United States

over.” The executive orders
are the first step in what
Trump is calling “the com-
plete restoration of America
and the revolution of common
sense." Frigid weather rewrote
the pageantry of the day.

Washigton
WUT| Jan. 21

pair of assassination attempts
to win another term in the
White House, will act swiftly
after the ceremony , with ex-
ecutive orders already pre-
pared for his signature to
clamp down on border cross-

“our sovereignty will be re-
claimed. Our safety will be re-
stored. The scales of justice
will be rebalanced." Trump
claimed “a mandate to com-
pletely and totally reverse a
horrible betrayal," promising

downtown arena. Throngs of
Trump supporters who de-
scended on the city to watch
the inaugural ceremony on the
West Front of the Capitol from
the National Mall will be left
to find somewhere else to

Donald Trump was sworn in
as the 47th president Monday,
promising a “revolution of
common sense” and taking

A recent rep

ort by Oxfam
International has};eveal ed charge as Republicans assume  ings, increase fossil fuel de- to “give the people back their ~ Trump’s swearing-in was view the festivities.
that the United Kingdom unified control of Washington  velopment and end diversity faith, their wealth, their de- moved indoors to the Capitol At the Capitol, Vice Pres-

ident JD Vance was sworn-in
first, taking the oath read by
Supreme Court Justice Brett

Kavanaugh coNTINUE:P4

Rotunda — the first time that
has happened in 40 years —
and the inaugural parade was
replaced by an event at a

and set out to reshape the
country’s institutions. Trump,
who overcame impeachments,
criminal indictments and a

and inclusion programs across

the federal government.
Declaring that government

faces a “crisis of trust," Trump

mocracy and indeed their free-
dom.”

He added: "From this mo-
ment on, America’s decline is

extracted a staggering
$64.8 trillion from India
during its colonial rule be-
tween 1765 and 1900. The

said in his inaugural address
that under his administration

report further highlights
that $33.8 trillion of this
wealth directly benefited
the richest 10% of the UK
population.Oxfam's find-
ings, released at the World
Economic Forum in
Davos, indicate that the
massive wealth extraction
contributed significantly
to the economic disparity
seen in the modern world.
The report states that the
amount siphoned from
India during colonial rule
would have been enough
to cover London in £50
notes nearly four times
over.In 1750, India ac-
counted for approximately
25% of global industrial
output. CONTINUE:P4

"Look Forward To Working Together":
PM Modi Congratulates "Dear Friend" Trump

NEW DELHI
WUT | Jan. 21

Donald Trump took oath as
the 47th US president for a
historic second term on
Monday. Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi congratulated
his "dear friend" Trump on
his inauguration and wished
him a "successful term
ahead".

"I look forward to working
closely together once again,
to benefit both our countries
and to shape a better future
for the world," PM Modi

;~~.~\'

posted on X.

PM Modi didn't attend the
inauguration ceremony - at-
tended by several world
leaders - but he sent External
Affairs Minister S Jaishankar
to attend the event as his
special envoy. "Privileged to
represent India as External
Affairs Minister and Special

Envoy of PM at the Swear-
ing-In Ceremony of the 47th
President of the United
States of America today in
Washington DC," he said
earlier on X.

Trump, with one hand
raised in the air and the other
on a Bible given to him by
his mother, solemnly took
the oath of office beneath the
huge Rotunda of the US
Capitol.

In his first speech after tak-
ing oath as the US president,
Trump listed a number of ex-
ecutive orders.

Hyderabad
WUT | Jan. 21

Deputy Chief Minister
Bhatti Vikramarka Mallu
on Monday said that the
production from Naini coal
mine would commence
from March 2025. “As
Naini being a captive block,
the coal produced from its
coal mine is to be supplied
to the end use plant -
2X600 MW Singareni
Thermal Power Plant
(STPP) at Jaipur in Man-
cherial district. This power

R

plant is about 1000 kms,
from Naini Mine involving
lot of difficulties in logis-
tics, which prompted SCCL
to envisage setting up a
2X800 MW TPP in Odisha
in the vicinity of Naini Coal
Mine as a pit head power
plant, so that the coal pro-

duced from this mine is
gainfully utilized, ensuring
minimum generation cost,”
he explained.

As per the 20th EPS (Elec-
tric Power Survey) report,
there is a huge demand for
thermal power for the next
three decades. Also, a letter
dated May 1, 2024, from
the Secretary, Ministry of
Coal informed the Ministry
of Power that there is a
pressing need to establish
new thermal power plants
that are close to the mines
to ensure reduced transpor-

Production from Naini coal mine will
commence from March 2025: Bhatti

tation cost, ensuring steady
and reliable fuel supply, re-
duced environmental im-
pact.

In view of this, after delib-
erations between officials
of Singareni Collieries
Company Limited (SCCL),
Odisha government and
IDCO, a team of SCCL and
IDCO officials visited two
sites - Jarpada, Tukuda and
Handappa, Baninali on No-
vember 6, 2024, as a part of
land identification process
for the prospective SCCL
thermal power plant.

Aostoria Restaurant

Hyderabad Laziz Biryani

Ek baar khaoge toh

baar baar Aaoge

5-9-8/ C Ag Office Road, Opposite To Rbi, Hyderabad




TELANGANA

:

Wake Up Telangana | HYDERABAD | TUESDAY | JANUARY 21, 2025

Harish Rao Slams Congress
Government Over Farmers’ Water Crisis

Hyderabad
WUT | Jan. 21

Former Minister Harish
Rao has sharply criticized
the Congress government
for its failure to provide
irrigation water to
farmers, leading to wide-
spread protests across the
state. Rao pointed out that
the situation has become
so dire that farmers are
forced to take to the
streets to demand water
for their fields.Highlight-
ing the inefficiency of
Water Minister Uttam
Kumar Reddy, Rao noted
that even in Reddy's own
home district of Suryapet,
farmers are struggling to
access irrigation water.

| Al

Desp1te lavish promlses
and campaign advertise-
ments claiming the release
of water to irrigate over
336,000 acres across sev-
eral constituencies, in-
cluding Tungaturthi,
Suryapet, and Kodad, no
water has reached the
farmers.Rao expressed
frustration with the gov-
ernment's broken prom-
ises, criticizing the release
schedule of irrigation

water under SRSP Stage-
2, which has not been
honored. He called out the
government's failure to
provide water during criti-
cal planting stages, leav-
ing farmers in
jeopardy.Rao urged Chief
Minister Revanth Reddy
and his ministers to stop
engaging in political
blame games and instead
focus on delivering practi-
cal solutions for the dis-
tressed farmers. He
emphasized that the gov-
ernment must act now to
provide water to crops
and support the agricul-
tural community, rather
than relying on empty
rhetoric.

Media Main Pillar of Democracy:

Telangana Governor

Hyderabad
Dp srinivas rao
WUT | Jan. 21

Telangana Governor Shri
Jishnu Dev Verma praised
the media as the corner-
stone of democracy, em-
phasizing its critical role
in bridging the gap be-
tween the people and the
government. Speaking at
the launch of the Journal-
ists Association of Telan-
gana (JAT) 2025 diary at
Raj Bhavan on Monday,
the Governor highlighted
the significance of media
in providing timely infor-
mation to the
public.Verma commended
journalists for adapting to
technological advance-

ments and evolving along-
side the growing media
landscape. He expressed
admiration for the ded-
ication of reporters who
work tirelessly for societal
welfare without any profit
motive, underscoring their
exemplary service.The
Governor also interacted
with the State Committee
of the Journalists Associa-
tion of Telangana, inquir-
ing about the ongoing
changes and challenges in
the media sector. He per-

sonally greeted and spoke
with numerous members,
including JAT President
Pagudakula Balaswamy,
General Secretary Juluri
Ramesh, and several other
leaders.The event was at-
tended by key figures
such as Chilukuri Akhi-
lesh, Ashok, Anil, Mohan,
Tirumalesh, Raghavendra
Goud, Giridhara Chari,
Kishore, Satyam, Durga
Prasad, Rammohan
Reddy, Anjaneyulu, and
others.
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BRS Party Forms Study Committee to Investigate
Farmer Suicides and Agricultural Crisis

Hyderabad
R santosh cohwdary
WUT | Jan. 21

In response to the in-
creasing farmer suicides
and worsening agricul-
tural conditions in Te-
langana, the Bharat
Rashtra Samithi (BRS)
has announced the for-
mation of a 9-member
study committee. The
committee, led by
former Agriculture Min-
ister Niranjan Reddy,
will embark on a two-
week tour across all dis-
tricts in the state to
assess the severity of
the issue.

The committee’s focus
will be on examining
the rising number of
farmer suicides and the
ongoing agricultural cri-
sis, with a detailed re-
port to be submitted to
the state government,
Agriculture Minister,
Agriculture Commis-
sion, and BRS Party
President KCR. After
the extensive study, the
committee aims to iden-
tify the primary causes
behind the alarming
trend of farmer suicides
and the agricultural sec-
tor’s decline in the past
year.

BRS Working President

KTR expressed deep
concern over the surge
in suicides during the
one-year tenure of the
Congress government,
which had made several
promises to the farming
community. KTR high-
lighted that over 400
farmers have already
taken their own lives,
citing the government’s
failure to fulfill its farm
loan waiver promises,

discontinue key farmer
bonds, and withdraw the
Rs. 15,000 farmer guar-
antee as significant con-
tributors to the crisis.
Additionally, he pointed
out the lack of free elec-
tricity and timely irriga-
tion facilities for
farmers, which he
claims has worsened the
situation.

The study committee,
formed with the objec-
tive of guiding the state
government on urgent
reforms, includes
former ministers Satya-
vathi Rathod, Jogu Ra-
manna, and Puvvada
Ajay, as well as MLCs

MC Kotireddy, Yadava
Reddy, and former
MLAs Bajireddy Go-
vardhan, Rasamayi Ba-
lakishan, and Anjaiah
Yadav.

KTR emphasized that
the committee’s find-
ings will be presented in
an effort to hold the
state government ac-
countable for the chal-
lenges faced by farmers,
particularly in upcom-
ing budget discussions.
He reaffirmed BRS’s
commitment to advocat-
ing for farmers and en-
suring their needs are
addressed by the gov-
ernment.

Rakesh Jaiswal elected asAdvisory
board Member for Central Board of
Film Certification

Hyderabad
Prashanth reddy
WUT | Jan. 21

BJP's senior leader
and Jambagh division
corporator shri Ra-
kesh Jaiswal ji BJP
from the Goshamahal
constituency being fe-
licitated by BJP cadre
on Monday January
20 ocassion of his
nomination as Advi-
sory board Member
for Central Board of

Film Certification Hy-

derabad Region. at
Jambagh Divison De-
velopment Office,
Hindi Nagar.. Along
With :- Raghu Kam-
ble, Praveen Babu,
Ramakrishna, Ra-
nuka, Kajal, Jagapa-
thi, Bharath,
Narsingh, Sandeep,
Ravi, Mukesh, Kranti,
Ravi, Raju, Sunny,
Papuu, participated in
this programme.

Minister Ponnam Prabhakar Launches
Traffic Awareness Initiatives for Students

Hyderabad
WUT | Jan. 21

Ponnam Prabhakar, Minister of
Transport and BC Welfare, empha-
sized the importance of road safety
awareness at the student level during
a recent event. The Minister high-
lighted the newly established traffic
awareness parks aimed at educating
students about traffic rules.“We be-
lieve that road accident prevention
must be taught from an early age.
Traffic awareness parks are an excel-
lent platform for students to learn
these crucial lessons,” stated Prabha-
kar. He also shared that the weekly
road safety festivals have now been
upgraded to monthly events to
further spread awareness.In addition,
the Minister introduced two signifi-
cant initiatives: the scrap policy and
the electric vehicle (EV) policy. The
scrap policy is expected to help re-
duce pollution, while the EV policy
aims to promote cleaner, more sus-

tainable transportation options.Pon-
nam Prabhakar urged students to fol-
low traffic rules diligently and
encouraged them to share this
knowledge with their parents. He
also expressed gratitude to the man-
agement of Delhi Public School for
their support in setting up a traffic
awareness park at the
institution.Looking ahead, the Min-
ister revealed plans to include traffic
awareness as part of the school curri-
culum, ensuring that the next genera-
tion is equipped with essential road
safety knowledge.

Hyderabad
WUT| Jan. 21

The Civil Supplies Ha-
malis Union thanked the
government for agreeing
to increase the wage

decision cames after the
workers struck work for
seven days. The AITUC,
which heads the union,
in a statement said that
it had to resort to the
strikes as the wages
were not duly increased
after a two-year interval.
It said the welfare meas-
ures which were there
earlier regime have not
been implemented.

The union said the
decision was reached
after the civil supplies
minister N. Uttam
Kumar Reddy, Kothagu-
dem MLA Kunamneni
Sambasiva Rao and

rates of the workers. The

Hamalis Union
Welcomes Wage Increase

former MLA Chada
Venkat Reddy backed
their demand. The step
was taken after they
sought withdrawal of
the strike. It also
thanked civil supplies
principal secretary D.S.
Chauhan. Union state
general secretary S. Ba-
laraj sought issuance of
a GO increasing the
wage rates from '26 to

'29.

“The state government
in line with the Supreme
Court judgement man-
dating equal pay for
equal work should pay
women the same. Wages
of workers working in
5,000 metric tonnes,
10,000 and above go-
downs should be in-
creased by '6,000,
6,500 and 7,000 re-
spectively.”

Former Minister Jagadish Reddy Criticizes
Congress and Komatireddy Venkat Reddy

Hyderabad
R santosh chowdary
WUT | Jan. 21

Former Minister Jaga-
dish Reddy has accused
the Congress party of
being fearful of farmers
in Telangana, claiming
that both Chief Minister
and ministers are in-
timidated by K.T. Rama
Rao (KTR). Reddy was
addressing concerns re-
garding the postponed
Nalgonda farmers'
strike, which was
scheduled for the 12th,
citing police advice as
the reason for the
delay.He stated that per-
mission for the protest
was denied by the po-
lice, prompting them to
approach the High
Court for intervention.
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"We W111 follow the
High Court's advice in
this matter," he re-
marked.Reddy also took
aim at Congress leader
Komatireddy Venkat
Reddy, accusing him of
spreading false state-
ments and claiming that
the Congress party had
colluded with mid-
dlemen to exploit
farmers. He further
challenged Komati-

reddy to engage in a
meaningful discussion
on the development of
Nalgonda, asserting that
his leadership had
brought significant pro-
gress to the district, un-
like his political rival,
who had not developed
his own constit-
uencies.Referring to
Komatireddy's past ac-
tions, Reddy criticized
his opposition to the Ya-

dadri thermal plant,
which he had initially
opposed but later at-
tended its inauguration.
He claimed that Koma-
tireddy’s success in
Nalgonda was not
achieved fairly, refer-
encing the defeat of
Bhoopal Reddy as a key
factor.Reddy concluded
by questioning Komati-
reddy’s credibility and
alleged corruption, stat-
ing that he had collected
substantial funds
through questionable
means and had not
served the public in the
way he claimed. "Ko-
matireddy should re-
main silent and reflect
on his actions," he
added.

Former MLC Karne Prabhakar Criticizes Polltlcal Developments in Telangana

Hyderabad
R santosh chowdary
WUT | Jan. 21

former MLC Karne
Prabhakar commented
on various political
matters affecting Telan-
gana. He highlighted a
protest initiated by Ko-
matireddy Venkat
Reddy at the Clock
Tower in Nalgonda, de-
spite being denied per-
mission for political
reasons. Venkat Reddy
emphasized the urgency
of the Musi Rejuvena-
tion project, which he
claims is vital for the

health of over one crore
residents suffering from
river pollution. He
warned that public pro-
tests against the Bharat
Rashtra Samithi (BRS)
could intensify if the
project faced further
delays or
opposition.Prabhakar
also noted that police
security would be pro-
vided for gram sabhas,
provided promises
made to farmers are
honored, signaling sup-
port for government
initiatives benefiting
the agricultural com-
munity. He criticized

the apparent contradic-
tion in the actions of
Telangana Congress
leader Revanth Reddy,
questioning his protest
at Raj Bhavan during

his tenure as Chief
Minister.The former
MLC drew attention to
the ongoing political ri-
valry, mentioning that
during the BRS govern-

ment’s rule, Congress
leaders organized a
dharna at the Enforce-
ment Directorate (ED)
office. He also ex-
pressed concerns over
the government's cur-
rent approach, suggest-
ing that, while they had
once advocated for re-
moving barriers, they
are now imposing re-
strictions on the pub-
lic.Prabhakar
underscored the resil-
ience of the BRS,
claiming that if the
party had succumbed to
government restric-
tions, the state of Telan-

gana may not have been
formed. He lauded K.T.
Rama Rao (KTR) for
championing the causes
of various com-
munities, contrasting
KTR’s stance with Re-
vanth Reddy’s more
cautious approach.Ad-
ditionally, Prabhakar
raised concerns about
the escalating issues at
Telangana's borders,
condemning the arrest
of Professor Haragopal.
He called for improved
governance and a
greater respect for civil
liberties in the region.

Damodar Rajanarsimha
Assures Continuation of
Aarogyasri Services

Hyderabad
WUT| Jan. 21

The state government
has assured the continu-
ation of Aarogyasri
services across the state
following a meeting
chaired by health minis-
ter Damodar Rajanar-
simha with
representatives of pri-
vate hospitals. The dis-
cussion was to resolve
long pending issues
raised by the Telangana
Aarogyasri Network
Hospitals Association
(TANHA), which had
led some hospitals to
suspend non-emergency
services under the
scheme.

The meeting, con-
ducted in the Aaro-
gyasri Trust Office, was
attented by health secre-
tary Christina Z.
Chongthu, TANHA
president Dr Rakesh,
general secretary Hari-
prakash, Dr Soujanya,
and Harish Reddy. As-
sociation representa-
tives requested a
revision of the empan-
elment memorandum of
understanding, updates

to Aarogyasri package
rates, and clearance of
pending dues. “Under
the leadership of Chief
Minister Revanth
Reddy, we have been
releasing funds for
healthcare and educa-
tion without delays.
While the previous ad-
ministration cleared an
average of 3500 crore
annually for Aarogyasri,
our government has dis-
bursed %1,137 crore in
the last year, clearing
past dues. Payments are
being made regularly,
and all arrears will be
cleared within six
months,” said Minister
Rajanarsimha.

He added a committee
will review objections
about package rates,
and further meetings
with the Health Secre-
tary and Aarogyasri
CEO will address ad-
ditional issues.

Hospital representa-
tives noted that monthly
releases under Aaro-
gyasri have nearly dou-
bled from %50 crore to
%100 crore.

https://www.deccanch-
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FLDI President PV Rao Suggest the
challenges faced by small-scale entrepreneurs

Hyderabad
Prashanth reddy
WUT | Jan. 21

Pingali Venkateswara
Rao FLDI President ap-
pealed to the Prime

minister Government of

India .He raises com-
prehensively,an impor-
tant issue that resonates
with the challenges

faced by small-scale en-

trepreneurs and individ-
uals affected by
financial rigorous hard-
ships imposed by union
government of India.
Here are some pivotal
points based on Mr Rao
concerns:Support for
Small Entrepreneurs
and Borrowers:

The government should

establish a comprehen-
sive framework to sup-
port borrowers who
genuinely face severe

difficulties due to un-
foreseen circumstances
like natural calamities
or business disruptions
(e.g., COVID-19). Loan
restructuring schemes,
interest waivers, or
moratoriums can pro-
vide much-needed re-
lief.

Addressing Bank Auc-
tion Practices: While
banks are under ex-
treme pressure to re-
cover non-performing
assets (NPAs), auction-
ing properties of strug-
gling individuals often
leads to distress. Pol-
icies must be imple-
mented to ensure
borrowers who have
made sincere efforts to
repay loans are not pe-
nalized unfairly . Trans-
parent guidelines for
property auctions and
borrower protection are

/N
essential and man-
datory.

Curbing Influence-
Based Loan Forgive-
ness:

Large and influential
defaulters often exploit
loopholes to evade re-
payment, while small
borrowers bear the
brunt of strict recovery
mechanisms. A strong
mechanism to hold in-
fluential defaulters ac-
countable and ensure
fair treatment for all is
critical to restoring pub-
lic trust.

Rehabilitation and Eco-
nomic Recovery:
Post-pandemic recovery
efforts should prioritize
small businesses
through subsidies, fi-
nancial packages, and
mentorship programs.
This will not only sup-
port entrepreneurs but
also strengthen the
economy rapidly.
Reducing Pressure on
Bankers:

Bank officials face tre-
mendous pressure to
meet recovery targets,
often leading to deci-
sions that harm small
borrowers. Reforms in
banking practices, cou-
pled with accountability
and empathy, can strike
a balance between re-
covery and borrower
support.

Public Awareness and
Cultural Representa-

tion:

While movies and
media may depict these
issues, real change re-
quires consistent dia-
logue, advocacy, and
government action.
Awareness campaigns
and policy discussions
should be ensure that
public grievances to be
addressed.

The government and fi-
nancial institutions
must work together par-
allel to create a more
equitable system that
balances recovery with
compassion. This ap-
proach will promote
economic stability, pro-
tect livelihoods of all
sections of business,
and foster trust among
citizens.

BJP confident of winning all
three MLC seats

Hyderabad
WUT | Jan. 21

As Telangana gears up
for the upcoming elec-
tions to two teachers
and a graduate MLC
constituencies, the BJP,
which holds sway
among the educated
class, is making an ag-
gressive push to woo
voters. In a strategic
shift, the BJP named
MLC candidates well
ahead of other parties
on January 10. Taking a
lead, the party named
educationist and Pedda-
pally resident Malka
Komaraiah, who runs
several educational In-
stitutions’ for the
teachers’ constituency
of Karimnagar-Nizama-
bad-Adilabad-Medak
MLC seat.

Warangal’s Puli Saro-
tham Reddy, who
served as general secre-
tary of the Panchayat

Raj Teachers Union
(PRTU) has been
fielded for the Teachers’
constituency of Nal-
gonda-Warangal-
Khammam MLC seat.
C. Anji Reddy, an in-
dustrialist associated
with service activity
with his trusts, has been
named for the Gradu-
ates’ constituency of
Karimnagar-Nizama-
bad-Adilabad-Medak.
The tenure of the in-
cumbent MLCs - T. Jee-
van Reddy (Congress),
Alugubelli Narsi Reddy
(independent) and Kura
Raghotham Reddy
(PRTU), will end on
March 29. Senior party
leader and educationist
P.L. Srinivas said that
they are into micro
management to reach
out to every voter. “Our
expertise in holding
street corner meetings is
a huge advantage for us.
We are confident of

making a clean sweep
of the three seats,” Sri-
nivas said. Komaraiah
told Deccan Chronicle
that the party was in a
strong position as four
MPs and seven MLAs
represent the region,
where the MLC polls
are slated to be held in
February. Stating that
north Telangana is a
part citadel, Komaraiah
said that so far 27,000
members have enrolled
for the teachers’ constit-
uency election and the
number would touch
30,000 as the Election
Commission has al-
lowed enrolment of
voters till the date the
notification is issued.
As per the final electo-
ral rolls for the Medak-
Nizamabad-Adilabad-K
arimnagar Graduates’
constituency, the total
number of voters is
3,41,313.

Telangana Sheep and Goat Breeding
Association Launches 2025 Calendar

Hyderabad
Dp srinivas rao
WUT| Jan. 21

BC Welfare Minister
Ponnam Prabhakar and
former MP Mandadi
Anjan Kumar Yadav un-
veiled the 2025 State
Calendar of the Telan-
gana State Sheep and
Goat Breeding Profes-
sionals Association today
at Minister Coates, Hy-
derabad. The launch cer-
emony was attended by
the State President of the
Association, Dr. Kommu
Ashok Yadav, State Advi-
sor Beri Ramachandra
Yadav, and the founders
of the Telangana State
Panchayat Sarpanch As-
sociation, Soudhani Bu-

Yadav.

The event emphasized
the importance of ad-
dressing the issues faced
by sheep herders across
the state. The association
presented a petition ad-
vocating for reservations
in the political field for
shepherds, comprising

of the state's population.
The

petition also demanded
the provision of several
welfare measures, includ-
ing:

Reservations in political
roles such as Chairman
of Nominated Posts, Sar-
panches, MPTCs,

ZPTCs, and Mallanna
Temple Chairman.

A life insurance benefit
of Rs. 10 lakh for fam-
ilies of shepherds who
die in accidents.

80% subsidy for mini
milk dairies.

Rs. 5,000 life insurance
for sheep killed by light-
ning.

Rs. 5,000 life insurance
for educated young
women and Rs. 5,000 per
child for the shepherd
community.

The ceremony also saw
the participation of Venk-
atesh leaders, who
echoed the need for en-
hanced support for the
shepherding community.

Tribal women in Telangana's Bhadrachalam
script success story haking millet biscuits

Hyderabad
WUT| Jan .21

A women’s group at Bhadrachalam
in Kothagudem district has been
making strides towards self-reliance
and financial stability by baking

healthy millet snacks.

The members of Srirama Joint Li-

ability Group with the assistance of
Bhadrachalam Integrated Tribal De-
velopment Agency (ITDA) recently
started a unit making ragi and jowar
biscuits. ITDA supplied equipment

and offered training in Hyderabad to

make the biscuits.

The group has been making about

Today that there has been an increase
in demand for ragi and jowar biscuits
and to meet the demand they are
planning to purchase a larger oven
with which nearly 600 biscuits could

idents. The biscuits are also being
shipped to consumers in London as
the consumers who tasted the bis-
cuits during their visit to Bhadradri
Temple were impressed with their
quality and wanted them dispatched
to their place, she explained.

Another team leader of the group T
Lalitha said they are planning to sell
the biscuits by setting up a stall at
Bhadradri Temple and Khammam
collectorate.

The biscuit unit was started follow-
ing advice from former ITDA project
officer Prateek Jain.

The group initially was engaged in
making sanitary pads with brand

five kilograms of biscuits every day.
The products are being sold with the
brand name Bhadradri Millet Magic
in Kothagudem and Bhadrachalam
and efforts are on to market them in
Khammam as well, informed the
group members.

A team leader of the group Uke
Venkata Lakshmi told Telangana

be baked per batch.

The ingredients used in making the
biscuits are completely healthy and
no artificial preservatives are used.
Ragi flour, jowar flour, butter, ghee,
and jaggery are used to make bis-
cuits.

The consumer base includes traders
from Bhadrachalam and the res-

name ‘Giri sanitary pads’ under the
supervision of Bhadradri Srirama
Sanitary Napkin Unit. It was set up
seven years ago with a project cost
of Rs 13.45 lakh. The sanitary pads
are being supplied to girls hostels
under the Bhadrachalam ITDA also
to hostels in Mulugu, Eturnagaram
and Nalgonda, she added.

SCCL to mine coal from Odisha
mines next year, says Bhatti

Hyderabad
WUT | Jan. 21

Deputy Chief Minister
Mallu Bhatti Vikra-
marka announced on
Monday that the Sin-
gareni Collieries Com-
pany Limited (SCCL)
will begin coal produc-
tion from the Naini coal
blocks in Odisha by
March 2026, marking a
significant milestone in
the company's efforts to
expand its operations
beyond Telangana. The
development follows
years of planning to di-
versify and enhance the
national reach of the
state-owned mining
corporation.

Speaking at the third
National Mining Minis-
ters’ Conference in Ko-
nark, Bhatti shared that
SCCL intends to estab-
lish a 1,600-megawatt
coal-based power proj-
ect near the Naini
mining block. He also
called on Odisha's

Chief Minister, Mohan
Charan Manji, to allo-
cate land for the pro-
posed power plant to
support the initiative.
Initially, SCCL had
planned to transport the
coal extracted from the
Naini coal block to the
800 MW Singareni
Thermal Power Plant
(STPP) located in Jai-
pur, Mancherial district,
approximately 1,000
kilometers away. Ho-
wever, to reduce opera-
tional costs and
logistical challenges,
Bhatti stated that the
Telangana government
decided to construct a
pithead power plant di-
rectly at the Naini coal
block.

The Naini coal block,
allocated to SCCL by
the Union Coal Mini-
stry in 2015, is located
in the Mahanadi coal-
field and features an
opencast mine with a
production capacity of
10 million tonnes per

year. The lease for the
mining area spans
912.79 hectares.
SCCL’s mining activ-
ities had been delayed
for several years due to
strained relations be-
tween the BRS-led Te-
langana government
and the BJP-led Central
government, which hin-
dered the transfer of
forest land required for
mining operations. Ho-
wever, the issue was re-
solved when Union
Coal Minister G.

\
A

Kishan Reddy inter-
vened, leading to the
approval for the trans-
fer of 643 hectares of
forest land in Odisha in
July 2024,

Bhatti also highlighted
the increase in revenue
from mining activities
for the Telangana gov-
ernment, which rose
from Rs. 1,958 crore in
2014 to Rs. 5,440 crore
in the 2023-24 fiscal
year. The state govern-
ment has also initiated
the auctioning process

for 32 major mining
blocks, including those
for limestone and man-
ganese, with the goal of
completing the process
by 2025-26.
Furthermore, Bhatti ac-
knowledged the efforts
of Union Minister G.
Kishan Reddy for suc-
cessfully organizing the
national conference. He
noted that the Telan-
gana government has
conducted a compre-
hensive mineral avail-
ability audit using
Differential Global Po-
sitioning System
(DGPS) and Electronic
Total Station surveys.
The state currently has
2,552 mining leases in
operation, and the dis-
trict mining foundations
have generated Rs.
5,537 crore from auc-
tions. These funds will
be allocated for public
services, including the
construction of schools
and other essential in-
frastructure.

Beautification of Tolichowki Junction
Underway in Nanal Nagar Division

Hyderabad
R santosh chowdary
WUT | Jan. 21

A %1.50 crore beautifica-
tion project is currently
underway at Tolichowki
Junction, under the
flyover in Nanal Nagar
Division, thanks to suc-
cessful representation by
party President Barrister
Asaduddin Owaisi.

The project includes sev-
eral key upgrades:
Artistic Paintings: Stun-
ning artwork will adorn
the flyover pillars.
Flooring with Kabul
Stones: Durable and
visually appealing floor-
ing for a modern look.

Sculptures: Graceful
sculptures will enhance
the central space.
Greenery and Seating:
Added greenery and seat-
ing areas for commuters
to relax.

Vibrant Lighting: Light-
ing will elevate the ambi-
ance of the area.
Chequered Terrazzo Tiles:
Durable and attractive
flooring in high-traffic
areas.

In addition to these en-
hancements, the project
also focuses on removing
encroachments to ease
traffic flow and provide
relief to commuters.
MLA of Karwan, Kausar
Mohiuddin, and Corpo-
rator Mohammed Nasee-
ruddin inspected the
progress of the beautifica-
tion efforts, accompanied
by GHMC A.E Uday,
AIMIM active workers,
and other local leaders.
This initiative marks a
significant step toward
transforming Tolichowki
Junction into a functional
and aesthetically pleasing
public space for the com-
munity.

Newly recruited irrigation AEES decry
non-payment of salaries

Hyderabad
WUT| Jan. 21

Assistant executive engi-
neers (AEEs), who have
been working in the irri-
gation department for the
last four months, have
urged the government to
ensure payment of sal-
aries and give them post-
ings based on the
multi-zone system taking

into account their local
status.

The AEEs, who had pre-
viously taken this issue to
the notice of their higher
ups, on Monday, yet
again petitioned that they
are facing untold prob-
lems on account of delays
in salary payments that
have arisen as a result of
their postings. They said
that the finance depart-

ment was not releasing
their salaries on the
ground that their postings
were ‘not as per norms’.
At least now the govern-
ment should take imme-
diate steps to sort out the
issues and ensure the sal-
aries are paid on time, in-
cluding to the newly
recruited AEEs, they
said.




NATION

After Musk-Ambani
Tussle, India Bets Satellite
Spectrum Policy Can Attract
Many Companies

New delhi
WUT | Jan. 21

India's decision to allo-
cate satellite spectrum,
rather than auction it,
will give consumers
more choice, the tele-
coms minister said on
Monday, playing down
concern by Mukesh
Ambani's Reliance Jio
that it could lose out to
Elon Musk's Starlink.

Starlink has long
wanted to launch in
India and has in recent
months clashed with
billionaire Ambani's
company over how the
country should grant
spectrum for satellite
services.

Reliance had urged an
auction but the Indian
government sided with
Musk who wanted it to
be allocated admin-
istratively, in line with
global trends. Analysts
say an auction, requir-
ing much more invest-
ment, would likely
deter foreign rivals.
Ambani said he
wanted a level playing
field and has been wor-
ried that his telecom
company, which spent
$19 billion in airwave
auctions, now risks los-
ing broadband cus-
tomers to Starlink and
potentially even data
and voice clients later
as technology ad-
vances.

"My job as telecoms
minister is to make
sure that you have as
many choices as pos-
sible," Jyotiraditya
Scindia told Reuters
during an interview at
his ministry's office in
New Delhi.

Asked if there was
merit in Reliance's con-
cerns, he said, without
naming any company:
"Technology is never
constant", adding that
companies need to
keep evolving.

Scindia noted that cur-
rent satellite technol-
ogy for
communications re-
quires devices to have
the sky in their sight,
and smartphones can-
not use that technology
for indoor services that

are provided by terres-
trial networks.

"The minute you come
into this building,
you're done," he said.

India is one of the
world's biggest telecom
markets with 942 mil-
lion users and stiff
competition among Re-
liance and rivals Bharti
Airtel and Vodafone
Idea. Data prices are
among the cheapest in
the world and internet
connectivity has risen
rapidly.

Deloitte predicts
India's satellite broad-
band service market
will be worth $1.9 bil-
lion by 2030, making it
lucrative for players
like Starlink, Amazon
and Ambani.

Scindia said Starlink
and Amazon Kuiper's
applications for a li-
cence to launch satel-
lite broadband services
in the country were still
under review.

Musk has a reputation
for disrupting markets.
In Kenya, he priced
Starlink at $10 per
month, versus $120 in
the United States,
prompting a complaint
by Kenya's Safaricom
last year.

A former aviation min-
ister, Scindia is also
overseeing many more
telecom initiatives for
Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi.

India's government
owns a stake in Voda-
fone Idea, and the com-
pany in November
disclosed it still had
around $24 billion in
dues owed to the gov-
ernment.

Scindia repeatedly de-
clined to answer in the
interview if there were
any plans for relief on
the outstanding dues.

The Indian govern-
ment is, however,
working towards reviv-
ing state-run telecom
player, Bharat Sanchar
Nigam Limited
(BSNL), which lost
market share amid
fierce competition over
the years, he said.

BSNL has 99 million
users but is being sup-
ported with expanded
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Trump becomes the 47th president
of the United States

New delhi
WUT| Jan. 21

Donald J. Trump was of-
ficially sworn in as the
47th President of the
United States on Monday,
marking the beginning of
his second term in office.
Taking the oath of office
inside the Capitol Ro-
tunda due to frigid
weather, Trump pledged
to usher in what he de-
scribed as a “revolution of
common sense.” With Re-
publicans now in unified
control of Washington, the
administration aims to im-
plement sweeping
changes to the country’s
institutions.

Trump’s return to the
White House comes after
overcoming a series of
challenges, including two
impeachments, multiple
criminal indictments, and
assassination attempts. In
his inaugural address, the
newly sworn-in president
declared his intent to re-
store national sovereignty,
enhance security, and re-
calibrate the justice sys-
tem.

“Our sovereignty will be
reclaimed. Our safety will
be restored. The scales of
justice will be rebal-
anced,” Trump stated. He
further promised to re-
verse what he termed as a
“horrible betrayal,” vow-
ing to return faith, wealth,

democracy, and freedom
to the American people.
Trump proclaimed, "From
this moment on, Amer-
ica's decline is over."
Following the swearing-
in ceremony, Trump is set
to sign a series of ex-
ecutive orders. These di-
rectives include measures
to tighten border security,
expand fossil fuel devel-
opment, and eliminate di-
versity, equity, and
inclusion (DEI) programs
across federal agencies.
The swift policy imple-
mentation signals Trump's
commitment to his cam-
paign promises and his vi-
sion for the country's
future.

Due to the severe
weather, Trump's inaugu-
ration took place indoors
at the Capitol Rotunda—
the first time in 40 years.
The traditional inaugural
parade was replaced with
an indoor event at a
downtown arena. Thou-
sands of Trump sup-
porters, who had gathered
on the National Mall to
witness the event, were
left seeking alternative lo-
cations to follow the pro-
ceedings.

Vice President JD Vance
was sworn in first by Su-
preme Court Justice Brett
Kavanaugh, using a Bible
passed down from his
great-grandmother. Pres-
ident Trump followed,

taking his oath on two
Bibles—his family’s and
the historic one used by
Abraham Lincoln in
1861—administered by
Chief Justice John Rob-

erts.

A host of influential fig-
ures attended the cere-
mony, including business
magnates Mark Zucker-
berg, Jeff Bezos, Tim
Cook, and Sundar Pichai.
Also present was billion-
aire Elon Musk, who is
expected to play a signifi-
cant role in Trump’s ef-
forts to reduce federal
spending and workforce
numbers.

The day began with a
traditional prayer service
at St. John’s Episcopal
Church. Trump and First
Lady Melania Trump
were welcomed at the
White House North Por-
tico by outgoing President
Joe Biden and First Lady

Jill Biden. Despite their
past conflicts, Biden
greeted Trump with the
words, “Welcome home.”
The two presidents shared
a limousine ride to the
Capitol, a stark contrast to
Trump's refusal to attend
Biden's inauguration in
2021.

Trump’s return to the
presidency is unprece-
dented in American his-
tory. After losing the 2020
election amid the
COVID-19 pandemic and
economic turmoil, Trump
refused to concede and
was accused of inciting
the January 6 Capitol riot.
However, his unwavering
hold over the Republican
Party and his strong sup-
port base allowed him to
stage a remarkable politi-
cal comeback.

On this day, which coin-
cides with Martin Luther
King Jr. Day, Trump ac-

knowledged the signifi-
cance of the moment. “We
will strive together to
make his dream a reality,”
he said, thanking Black
and Latino voters for their
support.

Trump's agenda includes
a renewed focus on cur-
bing illegal immigration,
imposing tariffs on im-
ports, and rolling back cli-
mate initiatives
introduced by the Biden
administration. His ad-
ministration is also set to
take controversial actions,
such as attempting to end
birthright citizenship and
dismantling DEI pro-
grams within the federal
workforce.

Biden, in his final hours
as president, issued sev-
eral preemptive pardons,
including for his family
members, as a protective
measure against potential
investigations by the

Trump administration.
“These are exceptional
circumstances,” Biden
stated, noting his family
had faced relentless at-
tacks.

Trump’s re-election has
drawn mixed reactions
domestically and inter-
nationally. His “America
First” foreign policy is
being closely watched,
especially as conflicts in
Ukraine and the Middle
East continue to unfold.
Notably, Trump plans to
lift restrictions on TikTok,
the Chinese-owned social
media platform previously
deemed a national secu-
rity risk.

With the support of a Re-
publican-controlled Con-
gress, Trump is poised to
implement his agenda
more swiftly than during
his first term. Political an-
alysts predict significant
shifts in governance as the
new administration sets
out to reshape the federal
government and address
issues such as economic
growth, national security,
and regulatory reform.

As Trump embarks on
his second term, the na-
tion remains divided, with
both supporters and oppo-
nents gearing up for what
is expected to be a trans-
formative period in Amer-
ican history.

140 Business Leaders Attend Himanta
Sarma's Investment Outreach In Seoul

New delhi
WUT | Jan. 21

Assam Chief Minister
Himanta Biswa Sarma
rolled out the red carpet
for potential investors
during the Advantage
Assam 2.0 roadshow
held in Seoul on Mon-
day.

With over 140 business
leaders in attendance, the
event, organised by the
Indian Chamber of Com-
merce in South Korea,
showcased the state's po-
tential as a key invest-
ment hub for global
businesses.

Taking to X, Himanta
Biswa Sarma said, "I
began the day in Seoul

by speaking to over 140
business leaders at the
Advantage Assam road-
show, organised by the
Indian Chamber of Com-
merce in South Korea.
Their enthusiasm to-
wards being a part of
#AdvantageAssam?2 was
phenomenal. The Korean
business community was
buoyed by India's posi-
tion as the world's fastest
growing major economy
and the unique opportu-
nities Assam can offer to
them to access this mar-
ket."

The roadshow provided
a platform for engaging
with potential investors
and offering insights into
the vast opportunities for

collaboration, growth,
and investment that
Assam has to offer.

"Coming to Assam will
be very, very special. I
would like to invite all of
you once again. Our Am-
bassador will facilitate
the visit. Please do come
and I will wait for a
Korean delegation in the
Advantage Assam con-
clave," Mr Sarma said,
extending a warm invita-
tion to the attendees.

"I am of the firm belief
that if Assam can house
an automobile manufac-
turing ecosystem, we
could transform the
socio-economic land-
scape of the North East.
Today during my meet-

ing with CEOs and
Leaders from South
Korea's automobile an-
cillary firms, I have of-
fered them the unstinted
support of our State,
should they choose to
build a base in Assam.
With easy access to
India's $100-billion auto
industry and that of
South East Asia, Assam
offers them unparalleled
advantages" Mr Sarma
said.

The event also provided
a glimpse into Assam's
position as a gateway to
India's rapidly expanding
economy, with the Chief
Minister emphasising the
unique opportunities
Assam presents to the

SG RAISES CONCERNS OVER HALAL CERTIFICATION
OF NON-MEAT PRODUCTS IN SUPREME COURT

New delhi
WUT | Jan .21

Solicitor general of India
Tushar Mehta on Monday
raised in the Supreme Court
the issue of halal certificat-
ion of non-meat products
such as iron bars and ce-
ment, flagging why non-be-
lievers should be made to
pay higher cost for halal-
certified products. The top
law officer made the sub-
missions during hearing of
pleas challenging a notifica-
tion prohibiting the man-
ufacturing, storage, sale and
distribution of food pro-
ducts with halal certificat-
ion within Uttar Pradesh
barring items produced for
export. Also Read - Singh’s
Resolve on N-deal Ended
India’s Nuclear Apartheid

Advertisement “So far as
halal meat is concerned, no-
body can have any objec-
tion. But your lordships
would be shocked, as I was
shocked, that even cement
and iron bars used are to be
halal certified,” Mehta sub-
mitted before a bench of
Justices B.R. Gavai and Au-
gustine George Masih. The
SG said the halal-certifying
agencies were charging and
the total amount collected
in the process might be a
few lakh crore. Also Read -
Manmohan Singh’s life and
work, 1991-2014 will be a
golden chapter in India’s
history: Chidambaram
“Even ‘atta’ (wheat flour)
and ‘besan’ (gram flour) has
to be halal-certified. How
can ‘besan’ be halal or non-
halal?” asked Mehta. The

counsel appearing for the
petitioners said the Centre’s
policy says it was a matter
of lifestyle. “All this is vol-
untary. Nobody is forcing
anyone,” the petitioners’
counsel said. Mehta re-
ferred to non-believers and

', -
said why they should be
made to pay a higher price
only because some people
wanted halal-certified pro-
ducts. The bench was in-
formed that the Centre had
filed an affidavit in the
matter. Also Read - Con-

gress Cancels All Pro-
grammes for 7 Days to
Honor PM Manmohan
Singh The top court granted
four weeks to the peti-
tioners to file a rejoinder
and said the matter would
be heard in the week com-
mencing March 24. The
November 18, 2023 notifi-
cation was issued by the of-
fice of the commissioner,
Food Safety and Drug Ad-
ministration, Uttar Pradesh,
under the provision of the
Food Safety and Standards
Act, 2006. In its counter af-
fidavit filed in the top court,
the Centre said the griev-
ance of the petitioner re-
lated to the November 18,
2023 notification issued by
the Food Safety and Drug
Administration of Uttar Pra-
desh, which fell entirely

under the jurisdiction and
authority of the state. Also
Read - Daman Singh’s
Book Sheds Light on
Father’s Humble Begin-
nings and Career Shift The
Centre said the Union mini-
stry of commerce and in-
dustry had no role or
authority over such state-
level regulations or notifica-
tions. The ministry was
primarily concerned with
the promotion and regula-
tion of international and do-
mestic trade, industrial
growth, and export promo-
tion in India, the affidavit
said. Several petitions, in-
cluding those by Halal India
Private Limited and others
and “Jamiat Ulama-I-Hind
Halal Trust,” were filed in
the apex court.

UK Drained $64.8 Trillion
from India During Colonial
Rule: Oxfam Report

New delhi
WUT| Jan.21

A recent report by
Oxfam International has
revealed that the United
Kingdom extracted a
staggering $64.8 trillion
from India during its
colonial rule between
1765 and 1900. The re-
port further highlights
that $33.8 trillion of this
wealth directly benefited
the richest 10% of the
UK population.

Oxfam's findings, re-
leased at the World Eco-
nomic Forum in Davos,
indicate that the massive
wealth extraction contrib-
uted significantly to the
economic disparity seen
in the modern world. The
report states that the
amount siphoned from
India during colonial rule
would have been enough
to cover London in £50
notes nearly four times
OVer.

In 1750, India accounted
for approximately 25% of
global industrial output.
However, by 1900, this
figure had plummeted to
a mere 2%, largely due to
Britain's stringent protec-
tionist policies that crip-
pled India's thriving
textile industry and other
key sectors. The report at-
tributes this decline to the
systematic dismantling of
India's industrial potential
by British policies.

Oxfam emphasizes that
colonialism pioneered the
modern multinational
corporation, with the East
India Company playing a
pivotal role in wealth ex-
traction. The company's
army in India, which

grew to 260,000 sol-
diers—twice the size of
the British peacetime
army—engaged in wide-
spread land disposses-
sion, violence, and
monopolization of trade.
This facilitated the estab-
lishment of the world's
first global financial sys-
tem, heavily centered
around financial markets
in London.

The report underscores
that wealth and political
power in many former
colonies, including India,
remained concentrated
among the elites post-in-
dependence. In 1875, top
earners in India were pre-
dominantly European of-
ficers in the army and
administration, but by
1940, wealth had shifted
to local traders, bankers,
and industrialists. This
entrenched inequality
persists today, with vast
economic disparities sep-
arating the richest indi-
viduals from the masses.

The Oxfam report also
draws attention to the ris-
ing global inequality, not-
ing that billionaire wealth
increased three times
faster in 2024 compared
to the previous year. In
2024 alone, total billion-
aire wealth surged by $2
trillion, with 204 new bil-
lionaires emerging—an
average of nearly four
new billionaires per
week. Oxfam projects
that the number of tril-
lionaires worldwide will
increase from one to five
within the next decade,
even as 3.6 billion people
continue to live below the
$6.85 poverty line.
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Two things define you: Your patience

when you have nothing and your
attitude when you have everything.
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SMART OR STUPID FOR 2025?

Hyderabad
WUT | Jan 21

“If we are so smart, why
are we so stupid?” This
striking remark by Israeli

tion into this question led
me to realise that Harari
is not the first great mind
to express such a sen-
timent. Similar notions
have been echoed by in-
tellectuals and geniuses
across history. For in-
stance, there’s a popular
saying that, ‘scientists
should stop analysing
animal intelligence and
start studying human stu-
pidity.” This perspective
is often (though not de-
finitively) attributed to
Argentinian Nobel laure-
ate César Milstein.Exis-

tential Questions

In the same manner, Al-
bert Einstein once hu-
morously quipped, “Two
things are infinite: the

the cosmos. Harari’s
statement reflects this
lineage of thought. Like
Milstein and Einstein, he
underscores the impor-
tance of questioning, re-
thinking and facing our
ignorance, even as we in-
vent, discover, and inno-
vate.

A few days ago, |
watched an intriguing in-
terview in which journal-
ist Andrew Ross Sorkin
spoke with Harari. In this
conversation, Harari
raised numerous existen-
tial questions about the

trajectory of technologi-
cal advancements — are
they for the good or the
detriment of humanity?
His most emphatic obser-
vation was a haunting

Harari’s latest book,
Nexus: A Brief History
of Information Networks
from the Stone Age to
Al, released in Sep-
tember 2024, delves into
the hidden dynamics of
information networks,
which are truthful and
deceptive, that form the
foundations of artificial
intelligence (AI) sys-
tems. He warns that these
networks can lead to un-
predictable and poten-
tially catastrophic
consequences, including
scenarios like an Al-
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Brief Insights
Inter-state ATM fraud

Gyberabad Police Gollaborates with
Delivery Platiorms for Road

safety

gang busted

Hyderabad pohce arrested three persons for ATM
fraud, and seized Rs 7.60 lakh cash, 105 bank
ATM cards and a fake police ID card from the
accused. The operation was carried out by the
commissioner’s task force (south zone) in col-
laboration with the Bahadurpura police. The ar-
rested ere Vakil Ali, a 45-year-old cattle feed
trader from Haryana, Farman, 23, private com-
pany employee from Uttar Pradesh, and Obaid
Arif, 30, cloth shop worker from Hyderabad.
Two other members of the gang, Islam and Gullu
from Uttar Pradesh, are absconding.The gang tar-
geted senior citizens, women and illiterate indi-
viduals at ATM kiosks. Under the pretext of
assisting with transactions, they would observe
the victims' PIN, and swap their ATM cards with
similar-looking ones.

The gang then used the stolen cards to withdraw
money from nearby ATMs or make purchases
through POS machines. They were suspected of
involvement in 18 offences, 10 in Telangana, two
each in Andhra Pradesh and Karnataka and four
in Odisha.In an incident that took place in the
Bahadurpura on December 22, 2024, the gang
duped a victim and withdrew Rs 2.03 lakh. Fol-
lowing a complaint, the Bahadurpura police reg-
istered a case and launched an investigation.
Acting on information, the police arrested the
suspects and seized the stolen money, ATM
cards, vehicles and other items used in the
crimes. The arrests were made under the supervi-
sion of Ande Srinivasa Rao, additional deputy
commissioner of police, task force, Hyderabad,
and inspector S. Raghav.

Hyderabad
WUT | Jan. 21

The Cyberabad Traffic Police
(CTP) convened a coordi-
nation meeting today at the
Cyberabad CP Office Mini
Conference Hall, focusing on
traffic violations by delivery
personnel. The meeting,
chaired by Joint Commis-
sioner of Police (Traffic) D.
Joel Davis, IPS, discussed
concerns related to the behav-
ior of gig workers operating
within the Cyberabad Police
Commissionerate jurisdiction.
Delivery personnel have
been frequently observed vio-
lating traffic rules to meet
tight deadlines. Common of-
fenses include riding without
helmets, reckless driving,

wrong-way driving, drunken
driving, and unauthorized
parking. These violations
have led to non-fatal acci-
dents and fatalities among de-
livery workers.

To address these issues, Jt.
CP D. Joel Davis emphasized
the importance of delivery
platforms conducting regular
road safety sessions for their
workers. He also assured that
the Cyberabad Traffic Police
would organize Traffic Safety
Training Workshops to en-
hance awareness and reduce
violations.

Key Measures to Address
Traffic Violations:

Monitoring Traffic Violations:

Delivery platforms will ac-
tively monitor and address
traffic rule violations by

riders to ensure better compli-
ance with safety regulations.
Drunk Driving Checks: Man-
datory alcohol checks will be
conducted at the beginning
and end of delivery shifts to
curb impaired driving.
Penalty and Reward System:
Riders caught violating traffic
rules will face penalties, in-
cluding reduced assignments,
lower incentives, and possible

termination for repeated of-
fenses.

Conversely, riders demon-
strating safe driving practices
will be rewarded with higher
incentives and recognition.
Resolving Traffic Violations:
Delivery platforms and riders
will collaborate with au-
thorities to address traffic vio-
lations swiftly and maintain
accountability.

Other recommendations dis-
cussed include the implemen-
tation of GPS-based speed
monitoring, Al-powered vio-
lation alerts, and a system en-
couraging citizens to report
violations via dedicated apps.

This initiative is aimed at
fostering a safer environment
for both delivery workers and
the general public, ensuring
discipline among delivery
personnel, and enhancing
their commitment to road
safety.

The meeting saw the partici-
pation of Madhapur Traffic
DCP Sai Manohar, Cyberabad
Traffic Administrators BNS
Reddy and G. Guruvaiah, as
well as representatives from
various online delivery plat-
forms and bike taxi services.

HYDERABAD POLICE TEAMS COMPETE IN ANNUAL SPORTS MEET

Hyderabad
WUT | Jan. 21

Hyderabad police
commissioner C.V.
Anand on Monday

Saroornagar Indoor
Stadium. Speaking at
the inaugural event,
Rachakonda police
commissioner Sud-
heer Babu said,

Adilabad
WUT| Jan. 21

Two Adivasi devotees lost
their lives when the van

TWO ADIVASI DEVOTEES
SUCCUMB AFTER MISHAP

said that for the first
time, teams from all
14 police departments
were participating at
the annual sports
meet. The four-day
event will see police
personnel showcase
their talent at the Go-
shamahal police sta-
dium. Anand
emphasised the impor-

tance of sports in
overcoming work-re-
lated stress and main-
taining physical
fitness. Badminton
players Saina Nehwal
and P. Kashyap at-
tended the opening
ceremony of the event

and also spoke of the
importance of staying
fit to keep their minds
fresh.

Elsewhere, the 6th
edition of the Racha-
konda police commis-
sionerate sports meet
was inaugurated at the

“Sports are a crucial
part of our lives and
help us to overcome
different types of
mental and physical
stress.” He noted that
the competitions
would be held every
year and encouraged
the police personnel to
participate enthusiasti-
cally in these events.

they were travelling in fell
into a valley at Malepur
Ghat near Narnoor in Adi-
labad district on Sunday
evening. The victims were
identified as Kumra
Mulku (60) and Thodasam
Nagubai (70), both res-
idents of Gudihathnoor
mandal. According to re-
ports, Mulku died on the
spot, while Nagubai suc-
cumbed to injuries while
undergoing treatment at

RIMS, Adilabad. The ac-
cident occurred as the van,
carrying over 50 devotees
from Suryaguda in Gudi-
hathnoor, was on its way
to the Jangu Bai temple at
Kota-Parandholi near the
state border. Authorities
are investigating the cause
of the accident.
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KISNA Jewellery Gives Away
100 Cars in
#Abk|BaarAapkeL|ye Campa|gn

KISNA Diamond and Gold Jewellery, a prominent
player in India’s jewellery retail sector, has suc-
cessfully concluded its #Abki Baar Aapke Liye
campaign, giving away over 100 Maruti Celerio
cars to winners across the country. The grand finale
took place with simultaneous car handovers in 11
cities, marking a significant milestone for both the
campaign and the brand.

Running from September 1, 2024, to January 18,
2025, the campaign saw over 51,000 participants.
Customers who purchased diamond, platinum, or
solitaire jewellery worth 320,000 or more, or gold
jewellery worth 250,000 or more, were eligible to
enter the lucky draw for a chance to win one of the
cars.

The 104 winners were selected from a pool of par-
ticipants across India, with the highest engagement
from North India, which accounted for 20,795 en-
tries. Special events were organized in several
states, including Delhi, Haryana, Punjab, Maha-
rashtra, and Tamil Nadu, where winners received
their car keys in a festive atmosphere.
Commenting on the campaign's success, Mr.
Ghanshyam Dholakia, Founder & Managing Direc-
tor of Hari Krishna Group, said, “The overwhel-
ming participation in the #Abki Baar Aapke Liye
campaign is a testament to the trust and loyalty our
customers have for KISNA. This initiative cele-
brates the joy of giving back to our patrons and cre-
ating unforgettable experiences.”

Mr. Parag Shah, Director of KISNA Diamond &
Gold Jewellery, added, “This campaign is a reflec-
tion of our commitment to connecting with every
Indian household. The engagement and excitement
during this period underscore the deep bond
KISNA shares with its customers, combining tradi-
tion, modernity, and trust in every piece of jew-
ellery.”

To further enhance the excitement, winners were
notified via tele-calls on the same day as the car de-
liveries, ensuring a memorable and personalized
experience. KISNA’s wide regional presence en-
sured that customers from even remote areas had
an equal chance to participate and win.

The #Abki Baar Aapke Liye campaign has set a
new benchmark for customer engagement in the
jewellery retail industry, offering participants a
unique and celebratory shopping experience while
making dreams come true with every purchase.
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Taylor SW|ft debut performance in India soon?

hYDERABAD
WUT]| Jan. 21

Excitement is soaring
among Indian fans as
rumors are rife about
Taylor Swift’s possible
debut performance in
India. The global pop
icon has reportedly been
approached to headline
the pre-wedding festiv-
ities of Jeet Adani, son
of billionaire industrial-
ist Gautam Adani, and
Diva Shah, a celebrated

entrepreneur.

According to reports,
discussions are under-
way between Swift’s
management and the
Adani family. “Taylor
Swift’s team has been in
talks with the Adanis to
finalise her performance
at one of the pre-wed-
ding events. If every-
thing aligns, this could
mark her first-ever per-
formance in India,”
sources said.The Adani-
Shah wedding is already

being touted as one of
the most extravagant
celebrations of the year.

Expected to span multi-
ple days, the festivities
will reportedly include

lavish ceremonies,
drawing a guest list of
prominent global fig-
ures, Bollywood celeb-
rities, and industry
magnates. Swift’s po-
tential performance
would add an unprece-
dented international
flair to the occasion.
Meanwhile, fans of the
singer have taken to so-
cial media to express
their anticipation.
Though neither Swift’s
team nor the Adani

family has confirmed
the development, the
possibility of the pop
sensation gracing Indian
shores has already made
headlines worldwide.

If confirmed, the per-
formance will be a his-
toric moment in India’s
entertainment scene, ce-
menting the country’s
status as a destination
for global icons. Stay
tuned as the story un-
folds!

‘Sweet Dreams' trailer is a beautiful amalgam
of realism and fantastical elements

hYDERABAD
WUT | Jan .21

Mithila Palkar, who is
gearing up for her up-
coming streaming title
‘Sweet Dreams’, has said
that her character of Dia,
a songwriter, is confused,
ambitious, and yearns for
something beyond the
mundane thrown by life.

The trailer of the film was [,

unveiled on Monday.
The film is directed by
Victor Mukherjee, and
follows the story of two
strangers linked by the
surreal world of
dreams. Talking about the
film, Mithila said, “Dia’s
story is one that many of
us will relate to because
she is confused, ambi-
tious, and yearning for
something beyond. The
dreams she shares with
Kenny aren’t just about
romance; they’re about
understanding what truly
matters. Shooting this
film felt like an emotional
journey, and I hope the
trailer gives viewers a
glimpse of the magic
we’ve tried to create. This

could-

n’t have been possible
without the vision of Vic-
tor sir and an amazing co-
star like Amol. With a
platform like Disney+
Hotstar having our back,
we hope we are able to
congquer horizons and
travel leaps and bounds
with the help of our
film.”

The film also stars Amol
Parashar, Meiyang
Chang, and Sauraseni
Maitra. The film’s soulful
soundtrack, created by
the talented team of Mu-
kund Suryawanshi, Shub-
ham Shirule, Dev Arijit ,

and

Akashdeep Sengupta,
perfectly complements its
dreamy, whimsical tone.
Talking about his charac-
ter, Amol Parashar said,
“Kenny is a character
who’s stuck between his
past and the possibility of
poignant connection.
Playing him was an in-
tense yet fulfilling experi-
ence. The trailer reflects
how ‘Sweet Dreams’
beautifully combines re-
alism with the fantastical
elements. [ am glad I got
to perform such a dy-
namic character where [
could draw parallels with

my life personally and
doing this alongside a tal-
ented co-star Mithila Pal-
kar.”

The film captures the
magic of serendipity and
the intensity of love that
transcends the ordinary.
Director Victor Mukher-
jee said, “‘Sweet Dreams’
is more than just a love
story. It’s a journey into
the subconscious, explor-
ing the millennial desire
to chase the extraordinary
while often missing the
beauty of the present.
With the film, I wanted to
give audiences a taste of
the magnificent yet

grounded tone of the film.

I’m thrilled with how Mi-
thila and Amol brought
Kenny and Dia to life
with such authenticity
and heart and hope the
audiences enjoy it.”
Produced by Jio Studios
& Mango People Media,
Mithila Palkar, Amol
Parashar, Meiyang
Chang, Sauraseni Maitra,
‘Sweet Dreams’is pro-
duced by Jyoti Desh-
pande, Neha Anand,
Pranjal Khandhiya. The

Taiwan Excellence to Unveil Ground-
breaking Metal Processing
Technologies at IMTEX 2025
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Taiwan Excellence, a renowned symbol of innovation and
quality, is set to make a significant impact at IMTEX 2025,
South and South-East Asia’s premier exhibition for machine
tools and manufacturing technology. The event will be held
from January 23 to 29, 2025, at the Bangalore International
Exhibition Centre (BIEC). Taiwan Excellence will debut its
Pavilion with the participation of 13 leading Taiwanese com-
panies, presenting 17 revolutionary technologies designed to
reshape India's manufacturing sector.

This highly anticipated debut underscores Taiwan Excel-
lence’s dedication to fostering strong partnerships with India’s
manufacturing industry. By introducing advanced metal pro-
cessing solutions, Taiwan Excellence aims to empower Indian
manufacturers with the latest tools to enhance precision, effi-
ciency, and sustainability, paving the way for a future of
shared innovation and growth.

The opening day will feature the launch of the product session
“Crafting Excellence for a Progressive Tomorrow,” where Tai-
wan Excellence will showcase cutting-edge metal processing
technologies from top Taiwanese brands such as Chmer,
Quaser, Palmary, Syntec, and Hiwin. Highlighted products in-
clude the Intelligent 4.0 Guideway, Underwater Direct Drive
Rotary Table, Multi-Program Mill-Turn, CNC Grinder, and
CNC Machining Center.

The exhibition will offer live demonstrations that showcase
how Taiwanese innovations are set to revolutionize India’s
manufacturing landscape. Visitors, including industry leaders,
companies, distributors, and dealers, can engage with the tech-
nologies that promise to redefine manufacturing practices in
India.

Participating brands in the Taiwan Excellence Pavilion in-
clude CHMER, KANFON, AXISCO, Honor Seiki, PAL-
MARY, QUASER, OSCARMAX, HIWIN, INNGRIT,
SYNTEC, AutoGrip, TBI Motion, and Mecom.

Joju George’s 'Pani' Takes Sony LIV by
Storm, Ranks 2 on Google Trends

Hyderabad
WUT | Jan . 21

Joju George's directorial debut
Pani has quickly become a sensa-
tion following its release on Sony
LIV on January 16. The film has
surged to the second position in
Google Trends’ All-India Enter-
tainment category, making it one of
the most talked-about releases in
the country.

The gripping narrative of Pani re-
volves around a single event that
disrupts ordinary lives, unearthing
long-buried secrets and testing
steadfast loyalties. As characters
confront their deepest fears, the
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challenges the audience to ques-
tionwhether uncovering the truth is
worth the painful consequences.
In addition to directing, writing,

and starring in the film, Joju
George leads a talented ensemble
cast that includes Sagar Surya, Ju-
naiz V. P., Bobby Kurian, Abhi-
naya, Abhaya Hiranmayi, Seema,
Chandini Sreedharan, Prashanth
Alexander, Sujith Shankar, and Ri-
nosh George. The film, produced
by M. Riaz Adam and Sijo Vadak-
kan under AD Studios, features
stunning cinematography by Venu
ISC and Jinto George.

With its captivating storyline and
powerful performances, Pani has
quickly captured the attention of
viewers, solidifying its place as
one of the most discussed releases
in recent days.

Hugh Grant calls ex-girlfriend Elizabeth Hurley ‘high-maintenance’

Hyderabad
WUT | Jan. 21

Hollywood star Hugh Grant has taken a
humorous dig at his former girlfriend-
model Elizabeth Hurley, whom he dated
from 1987 to 2000, and called her
“high-maintenance”.

The couple made headlines in 1994
when Hurley attended the premiere of
‘Four Weddings and a Funeral’ in a dar-
ing safety pin dress designed by Gianni
Versace. The gown instantly propelled
Hurley to stardom and became a defin-
ing moment in her career, reports ‘ace-
showbiz.com’.

Speaking with his ‘Bridget Jones’ co-
star Renee Zellwegger, Grant revealed
that he and Hurley would often have
lunch with Versace before his shows in
Milan. “But I did have very high-main-
tenance girlfriends who liked all this,”
he added.

He had spoken about Hurley during an
interview with “Vogue’. Hurley herself
has recounted her experience wearing
the iconic dress in a ‘Vogue’ documen-
tary. She recalled not having heard of
Versace before and finding the dress
rather “precarious”.

However, she felt secure in it and ac-

knowledged how daring the choice was.

Grant and Hurley have remained close
friends since their split in 2000. Hurley
has credited their shared experience
with fame and the public spotlight for

their enduring bond.

She has said that being in the trenches
with someone creates a significant con-
nection. Reflecting on her rise to fame,
Hurley has expressed surprise at the
level of attention she received after
wearing the Versace dress. “To my
family, I was a success; but I had no
idea what it actually meant to really be
in the public eye,” she said.

Earlier, Grant had revealed that he has
“forbidden” his wife from watching his
‘Nine Months’ because he thinks he was
not good.

He told ‘variety.com’: “Let me stress,
everyone involved with (‘Nine
Months’), with the exception of me,
was brilliant and talented. It was just me
that let it down. My wife wants to watch
it, but I’ve forbidden her. I’ve put pa-
rental controls on the screen so that you
can’t getit.”

KDM's Kumbh Digital Mela Blends Technology with Culture, Supporting Maha Kumbh 2025

Mumbai
WUT | Jan. 21

Leading Indian lifestyle and mobile
accessories brand KDM is taking a
significant step in integrating tech-
nology with culture through its
Kumbh Digital Mela initiative at
Maha Kumbh 2025. This innova-
tive program underscores the
brand's commitment to enhancing
the spiritual and cultural experi-
ence of millions of devotees at-
tending the grand event in
Prayagraj, Uttar Pradesh, from
January 13 to February 26,

2025 Referred to as "Bharat Ka

Spiritual Charger," the Kumbh
Mela draws devotees from across
the country. Similarly, KDM serves
a wide spectrum of customers ac-
ross urban and semi-urban areas,
providing affordable, high-quality
mobile accessories that cater to
India's evolving digital needs.
KDM’s flagship product, featuring
Kinetic Dynamic Mobile Charging
Technology (KDM-T Technology),
is a 100% indigenous solution de-
veloped under the "Make in India"
initiative. It ensures uninterrupted
mobile charging for devotees, en-
abling them to share moments of
devotion while staying connected

with their loved ones.

Powering Maha Kumbh 2025
With the establishment of over 90
mobile charging stations in Maha-
kumbh Nagar, KDM is set to
charge devices for an estimated
16.2 lakh people over the course of
the 45-day event. Each tent, ac-
commodating up to 200 visitors,
will facilitate charging twice a day,
ensuring that devotees remain con-
nected while embracing the spiri-
tual significance of the Kumbh
Mela. Recognizing the role of mo-
bile phones as both "Devices of
Growth" and cultural connectors,
KDM Co-Founder B H Suthar em-

phasized the brand’s role in pro-
moting Digital India. “Strengthen-
ing Digital India calls for local

innovation and unified industry ef-
forts. KDM remains committed to
fostering technological excellence
while celebrating India's cultural
heritage,” he said. Founder N D
Mali added, “As India journeys to-
ward Viksit Bharat by 2047, we
aim to align with the mantra of
‘Make for the World’ alongside
‘Make in India.” Our Kumbh Digi-
tal Mela initiative reflects our ded-
ication to merging technological
advancement with cultural preser-
vation.”

Expanding Digital and Cultural
Frontiers

As the Maha Kumbh grows as a

global religious and cultural tour-
ism hub, KDM continues to so-
lidify its position as a leader in
mobile accessories and lifestyle
products. Over the past decade, the
brand has built an extensive distri-
bution network and a diverse pro-
duct portfolio, including chargers,
earphones, speakers, neckbands,
and headphones.

KDM's involvement in Maha
Kumbh 2025 not only supports the
event’s logistical needs but also re-
inforces India's position as a global
leader in cultural and technological
innovation.
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Everyone has been told to be
flexible, Axar Patel highlights
ahead of England T20Is

Openers are the only ones with a fixed slot in the In-
dian T20 line-up and the batting order that follows will
be made up of “multiple floaters”, new vice-captain
Axar Patel said on Monday while spelling out the
team’s strategy ahead the five-match series against
England.

India will start their campaign against England in a
five-match T20I series at the Eden Gardens on Wed-
nesday. Asked about being a floater in batting order,
the all-rounder replied: “...it’s not just about me; it
applies to everyone in the team.

“Right from the start of 2024, we had decided to have
a fixed opening slot, and from No. 3 to No. 7, every-
one has been told to be flexible based on the situation,
combinations, and match-ups.” Axar, who is now a
part of the team management for the series, spoke in a
manner that reminded one of Rohit Sharma’s inter-
action before the 2023 ODI World Cup where he
called for flexibility in the middle-order.

“There is no fixed position where a particular batter
will always play...it’s the same for everyone in that
range (between Nos 3 to 7), depending on who is hav-
ing a great day, which we assess during practice ses-
sions.

“In T20 cricket, it’s all about utilising the right batter
in the right situation.” There is not much that changes
for Axar as Suryakumar Yadav’s deputy except for the
fact that he will now also be a part of certain hard calls
that are taken by the team management.

“It’s been only one day. Yes, we (skipper Surya, head
coach Gautam Gambhir and myself) have had a dis-
cussion. There is an extra responsibility on the leader-
ship group. There is not much of a change. Obviously,
we have a settled T20 side, there is not much pres-
sure.”

Nigeria script historic win
over New Zealand in
Women'’s U-19 T20 World Cup

Debutants Nigeria scripted the unimaginable as
they stunned a formidable New Zealand by two
runs for a historic win in a rain-interrupted
low-scoring thriller of the ICC Women’s U-19
T20 World Cup in which both sides were re-
stricted for under-70 totals here on Monday.
Nigeria scored 65-6 batting first, before pro-
ducing an energetic display on the field de-
railed New Zealand’s run chase. The Kiwis
were 57-5, needing nine runs with one over to
go in the 13-over contest. However, tight bowl-
ing from pacer Lilian Udeh got them over the
line with the Kiwis falling short by just two
runs.

Udeh (19) and skipper Lucky Piety (18) were
the only ones to hit double figures in the game
for Nigeria, while Anika Todd top-scored for
New Zealand with a 19-run effort. Football and
athletics are popular sports in Nigeria, unlike in
the south of the continent (South Africa, Zim-
babwe) where cricket has a big fan following.

But the Nigerian girls placed the spotlight on
their country’s cricketing growth by becoming
the first West African country to qualify for a
global tournament and then producing the big-
gest shock by upsetting an ICC full-member
nation in a Group C match.

The Nigerians were left to wait for an oppor-
tunity after their contest with Samoa on Sat-
urday was abandoned due to rain. Wet weather
again threatened the proceedings in Sarawak,
but the African nation made the most of their
chances once it was confirmed there would be
play, albeit a reduced contest of 13 overs each.

In another match of the day, Australia beat
Bangladesh by two wickets in a tense Group D
match and all but secured their progression to
the next stage. USA also announced itself as a
World Cup force after stunning Ireland in
Johor, winning by nine wickets and drastically
improving their net run rate position in Group
B.

Brief Scores: Nigeria 65/6 in 13 overs (Lucky
Piety 19) lost to New Zealand 63/6 in 13 overs
(Anika Todd 19).
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Virat Kohli set for Ranji Trophy return after
12 years for Delhi’'s match against Railways

New delhi
WUT | Jan. 21

Indian superstar Virat Kohli is set to
play his first Ranji Trophy game
since 2012 after making himself
available for Delhi’s tie against
Railways scheduled here from Janu-

ary 30.

Kohli could not make it for Delhi’s
upcoming away clash against Sau-
rashtra, beginning in Rajkot on
January 23, due to a neck sprain but
he has communicated to DDCA that
he is available for the team’s last
league match of the Ranji Tro-
phy.“Virat has conveyed to DDCA
president (Rohan Jaitley) and team
management that he is available for
the game against Railways,” Delhi
head coach Sarandeep Singh said.
The BCCI has made playing domes-
tic cricket mandatory for its con-
tracted cricketers unless there is a
fitness issue following the series
loss in Australia earlier this month.

Kohli last played a Ranji Trophy
match in November 2012 when

Delhi took on Uttar Pradesh in Gha-

ziabad. Thanks to BCCI’s directive,
the last two rounds of Ranji Trophy
will be star-studded affairs.

Kohli’s India and Delhi teammate

Rishabh Pant will play his first
Ranji game in six years when he
takes the field in Rajkot. He too
could be seen alongside Kohli in the
Railways game. After the Cham-
pions Trophy squad announcement
on Saturday, India captain Rohit
Sharma confirmed his availability
for Mumbai’s match against Jammu
and Kashmir at home.

Other India stars including Shub-
man Gill, Yashasvi Jaiswal and
Ravindra Jadeja will also be seen in
action in the next round of Ranji
Trophy for their respective sides.

series.

The clamour for Rohit and Co to
play red-ball cricket had grown
after India lost their second succes-
sive Test series. After being blanked
3-0 by New Zealand at home, India
lost the Border-Gavaskar Trophy 1-
3 in Australia.

Both Rohit and Kohli had a series
to forget in Australia. While Rohit
decided to bench himself for the
final Test in Sydney due to poor
form, Kohli was caught in the slip
cordon off balls outside the off-
stump as many as eight times in the

Samson to miss
Kerala’s Ranji match
against Madhya Pradesh
after selected for India duty

-~ ©
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Sanju Samson will miss
Kerala’s sixth-round Ranji
Trophy match against
Madhya Pradesh, begin-
ning here on January 23,
as he has been included in
India squad for the five-
match T201 series against
England.

India will face England
from January 22 at Kol-
kata and the rubber will
culminate on February 2 at
Mumbai. Unless Samson
does not get released from
India squad, the wicket-
keeper batter will also
miss the final Group C
match against Bihar, start-
ing on January 30.Ho-
wever, the 30-year-old has
a chance to play for Kerala
in the knockout phase as
the state team is currently

placed second in the group
with 18 points behind
leaders Haryana (20
points). Samson was also
not selected to play for
Kerala in the recent Vijay
Hazare Trophy after he
skipped a three-day camp
preceding the tournament.

It also played a part in
Samson not getting con-
sidered to India’s ODI
squad against England and
for the Champions Trophy,
despite making a hundred
against South Africa at
Paarl late last year. Sachin
Baby will lead Kerala,
while middle-order batter
Vishnu Vinod, who was
dropped after the second
match, has been included
in the 15-member squad.

Mohammed Siraj may play for Hyderabad
in Ranji Trophy game against Vidarbha

New delhi
WUT | Jan. 20

Mohammed Siraj, after
missing out on India
squad for Champions
Trophy and ODIs
against England, is
likely to play for Hyder-
abad in the Ranji Trophy
game against Vidarbha
on January 30, according
to the Hyderabad
Cricket Association
(HCA).

In the Elite Group B
table of the Ranji Tro-
phy, Hyderabad are
placed sixth with nine
points from five
matches. They will re-
sume their Ranji Trophy
campaign against sec-
ond-ranked Himachal
Pradesh at home on
January 23.Jagan Mohan
Rao, the president of

Hyderabad Cricket As-
sociation (HCA), said
that there’s likely chance
of Siraj playing the next
Ranji Trophy game for
Hyderabad, where they
will be up against table-
toppers Vidarbha, start-
ing January 30 in
Nagpur.

In ODI matches from
2022 to 2024, Siraj has
picked 71 wickets at an
average of just 22.97,
the most by an Indian
pacer in this period. In

el FNADATn

his place the BCCI
drafted left-arm fast-

bowler Arshdeep Singh,
alongside Jasprit Bum-
rah (subject to fitness),
Mohammed Shami, Har-
dik Pandya and Harshit
Rana (included only for
England ODIs). On the
Hyderabadi’s omission
from the squad, captain
Rohit Sharma said he
was a good opening pace
bowler but was found
wanting during the death
overs.

Rinku Singh to marry Samajwadi Party
MP Priya Saroj, family confirms

New delhi
WUT | Jan. 21

Indian cricketer Rinku
Singh is set to get hitched
to Samajwadi Party (SP)
MP Priya Saroj, accord-
ing to her family.

Priya Saroj’s father and
SP MLA from Kerakat
Tufani Saroj told PTI that
his family held “mean-
ingful talks” with Singh’s
father in Aligarh on Feb-
ruary 16 regarding the
marriage of their children
and both sides agreed to
the matrimonial alli-
ance.No ring ceremony
or pre-wedding pro-
gramme has been held so
far, he said. According to
Tufani Saroj, a three-time
MP, his daughter and
Singh got acquainted
through one of her
friends whose father is

also a cricketer.

“Rinku and Priya have
known each other for
more than a year now.
They both liked each
other but needed the con-
sent of their families for
their relationship. Both
the families have agreed
to this marriage,” he said.

Dates of engagement
and wedding will be de-
cided after the Parliament
session. The engagement
will be held in Lucknow,
he said. Singh will be
playing the T20I series
against England from
January 22. He will also
be playing in the IPL
after this. It will be en-
sured that the wedding
functions do not impact
his game, he added. Ac-
cording to sources, the
two families met at
Singh’s house in Ozone

City, Aligarh and final-
ised the marriage by ex-
changing ‘shagun’ and
gifts. Priya Saroj is a res-
ident of Karkhiyaon vil-
lage in Varanasi. She has
been associated with the
SP for several years now
and was elected to the
Lok Sabha from Machh-
lishahr constituency in
Jaunpur district last year
at the age of 25.

A former Supreme
Court lawyer, Priya Saroj
first shot into the lime-
light while campaigning
for her father in the 2022
Uttar Pradesh Assembly
polls. She graduated in
arts from Delhi Univer-
sity before getting a law
degree from Amity Uni-
versity, Noida.

New delhi
WUT | Jan. 21

Credited with introduc-
ing the ultra-aggressive
‘Bazball’ brand of bat-
ting, England coach
Brendon McCullum on
Monday sprang a sur-
prise by promising to
“play very watchful
style of cricket” in the
limited overs series
against India.

The upcoming assign-
ment against India will
be McCullum’s first in
white-ball cricket, hav-
ing coached the Test
team with plenty of
success since May
2022. “I know it’s
going to be a tough
tour, taking on a very
good Indian side, but
I’m sure we’ll play
what I hope is a very
watchful style of
cricket,” McCullum
said.The tour begins
with the first of the

five-match T20I series
at Eden Gardens on
Wednesday, followed
by three one-day inter-
nationals. “It’s great,
actually. That’s really
exciting, I think. Ob-
viously, we’ve known
for a couple of months
this was going to un-
fold, and it’s been
great.” The ODI series
is seen as dress re-
hearsal for both teams
ahead of the upcoming
ICC Champions Tro-
phy, which will be held
in Pakistan and Dubai
from February 19.
“We’ll use the next few
weeks to try and hit the
ground running, I’'m
sure there will be some
times where we don’t
quite get it right,” he
said. “But, hopefully,
we will chisel away at
that over the next few
weeks, and we’ll be in
good shape come that
Champions Trophy.”

The 43-year-old was
appointed England’s
white-ball coach in
September, succeeding
Matthew Mott, and he
will now juggle be-
tween his role as Test
coach while guiding the
limited-overs side. In
India, England will play
five T20Is and three
ODIs. Despite Eng-
land’s penchant for
power-hitting, McCul-
lum emphasised the im-
portance of adapting to
conditions and making
the most of their re-
sources.

“You won’t win every
game we play, right?
We’re fiercely compet-
itive and want to be
successful, but for us,
the conversations in the
dressing room are dif-
ferent. It’s about getting
the best out of the talent
we have, gelling the
guys together, and find-
ing the right comple-
mentary skills.” He
acknowledged that the
team has all the ing-
redients to succeed in
India.

“We’ve got a batting
lineup that’s as power-

ful as any in the world.
We’ve got gun spinners,
top fielders, and guys
who bowl absolute
rockets with the ball.
It’s about using those
strengths to entertain
and maximise our
chances.” England
skipper Jos Buttler was
part of the team’s 2019
World Cup-winning
squad and led them to
the T20 world title in
2022 but there has been
a downward spiral since
then.

“He is excited about
the team we have got
and the opportunity that
sits in front of us,” said
McCullum of Buttler. “I
am sure we will see Jos
over the next couple of
years really enjoy him-
self and finish with a
real strong enjoyment
of the game at the back
end of his career.

“Sometimes when you
get the opportunity to

lead in the latter part of
your career there are
times when you can be
desperate for success
and that can create frus-
trations and it doesn’t
become quite as enjoy-
able.

“If you can let yourself
go with nothing to
prove other than getting
the best out of those
around you, sometimes
that can free you up
even more and you can
perform really strongly.
“He is fully on board
with that. He is excited
about the next little
while. I am sure you
will see him smiling on
the field.”

Buttler won’t keep
McCullum further said
Buttler would play as a
specialist batter and not
keep wickets on the
tour. “I think he won’t
be keeping wickets in
this series.
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KTR Launches BRS labor Department's Diary,

Siams Congress Over Policy Failures

Hyderabad
WUT | Jan. 21

Bharat Rashtra Samithi
(BRS) Working President
K. Taraka Rama Rao
(KTR) recently attended
the diary launch program
of the BRS Labor Depart-
ment at Telangana Bha-
van. During his speech,
KTR emphasized that the
BRS Labor Department
would continue to oppose
the anti-worker policies of
the Congress government,
highlighting that the fight-
ing spirit of the depart-
ment has not waned
despite BRS losing power.
KTR praised Chief Min-
ister K. Chandrashekar
Rao (KCR) for his sup-
port to laborers, particu-
larly porters. He noted
that KCR resolved the

porters' issues within the
first 15 days of taking of-
fice, increasing their
wages from I8 to 326.
KTR also recalled how
KCR provided significant
support to migrant
workers during the
COVID-19 pandemic, of-
fering them financial aid,
food, and transport back
to their hometowns, even
though many of these
workers were not from
Telangana.

Highlighting KCR's
unique approach to labor
welfare, KTR pointed out
that KCR had sanctioned
thousands of houses for
beedi workers as the
Union Labor Minister in
2004. In 2005, he suc-
ceeded in creating a com-
mittee to address issues
faced by unorganized

TR
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workers. KTR also refer-
enced KCR's initiatives to
increase the wages of
safai workers and Angan-
wadi teachers, as well as
his efforts to increase sal-
aries for Asha workers
and other municipal staff.
KTR strongly criticized
the Congress leadership

e ————

for misleading the public
about KCR's fiscal pol-
icies. He pointed out that,
under KCR's leadership,
Telangana's per capita in-
come rose from X1.14
lakh in 2014 to %3.56
lakh, and the state's debt
was turned into an invest-
ment. KTR further noted

that the state's revenue
surplus increased from
%369 crore in 2014 to
%5,944 crore, while Telan-
gana's overall devel-
opment—including
infrastructure and irriga-
tion projects—had been
funded through loans seen
as long-term investments.

Responding to Congress
allegations about the
state's debt, KTR high-
lighted KCR's key
achievements, such as
building the Damara-
cherla power plant, var-
ious irrigation projects,
and welfare schemes for
farmers, which have laid
the foundation for future
prosperity.

KTR also took a jab at
Congress leader Revanth
Reddy, questioning the al-
location of a 1.4 lakh

crore loan taken under his
leadership, accusing him
of failing to deliver on
promises made to the
people of Telangana. He
challenged Congress
leaders to explain how
they would address the is-
sues of workers, including
the establishment of an
auto welfare board and
other worker benefits.

In closing, KTR urged
the BRS Labor Depart-
ment to elect new leaders
in all 33 districts to take
up the cause of workers
and hold the Congress
government accountable
for its unfulfilled prom-
ises. He assured that the
BRS leadership would
continue supporting the
legal fight for workers'
rights.

HMDA Visits Kokapet Areas
to Review Water Supply

HMDA commissioner Sarfaraz Ahmad and Water Board
MD Ashok Reddy visited Kokapet and Neopolis on Mon-
day to plan for future water needs in these areas which are
growing rapidly. They inspected sites for building reser-
voirs and water infrastructure. At Neopolis, they reviewed
land allocated for a balancing reservoir and pump house.
The plan is to bring water from the Godavari Phase-2 proj-
ect to the Khanapur reservoir and distribute it to nearby
areas using gravity. Officials were asked to finalise the re-
quired plans for this.

The team also visited the Khanapur balancing reservoir.
Ashok Reddy suggested proposals to build more reservoirs
and water treatment plants here to meet future demands.
Ashok Reddy also inspected the water conduit from Gandi-
pet to Asifnagar filter beds. He directed officials to install
fencing along the maintenance roads and repair any leak-
ages immediately. He also asked to remove any encroach-
ments on the conduit with the help of the vigilance team. At
Kokapet, Ashok Reddy reviewed the construction of pres-
sure filters at the Water Board’s reservoir site. He directed
the team to complete them by February 15.

Coal sector will create 5

lakh jobs: Klshan Reddy

Hyderabad
WUT| Jan. 21

Union coal and mines minis-
ter G. Kishan Reddy said
even though the use of coal
in power generation had al-
most plateaued, thanks to the
shift to renewable energy
sources, the coal sector
would still create five lakh
new jobs in the next few
years and urged states to
focus on skill development
and capacity building. Ad-
dressing the 2nd national
conference of coal ministers
at Konark in Odisha, Kishan
Reddy said that the country
needed 2 billion tonnes of
coal per year, with demand
set to peak by 2040. He said
that thermal power met
around 72 per cent of de-
mand, and coal production
has increased by 76 per cent
compared to 2014, to reach
997 million tonnes in 2024.
The government has set a
target to produce 1.5 billion
tonnes of coal by 2030. Do-
mestic coal production is
worth around Rs.1.86 lakh
crore and the coal sector
contributes 2 per cent of the
GDP. Kishan Reddy said the
government has started a
coal gasification project with
Rs.8,500 crore with the tar-
get to achieve 100 million
tonnes of coal gasification
by 2030. Stating that the Na-
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tional Mineral Exploration
Trust (NMET) had funded
329 projects so far to pro-
mote mine exploration,
Kishan Reddy asked the
states to make use of the
funds to promote mineral ex-
ploration and set up similar
trusts.

Kishan Reddy said that the
Centre has started a mining
surveillance system to check
illegal mining with the help
of advanced technology to
prevent illegal mining and
sought the cooperation of
states to check it. The trans-
port bidding of mines has
generated Rs.2.69 lakh crore
revenue to the states in 2024
in the form of royalty as
against Rs.55,636 crore in
2015, he noted. Kishan
Reddy expressed hope that
the country will shortly
emerge as a global leader in
critical mineral exploration
and informed that the coun-
try has been taking part in
global bids to get strategic
minerals. He said the gov-
ernment has completed bid-
ding of 24 out of 48 critical
minerals in the country.

Hyderabad
WUT | Jan. 21

Some encroachers are eye-
ing a Rs 80 crore worth
property, which is a GHMC
park in Road No. 36, Jubi-
lee Hills. Spread over
2,000 square yards, the
space has compound walls
and two temporary en-
trances, which have been
laid from an adjacent struc-
ture that is owned by re-
tired IAS officer Venu
Gopal Reddy. Vegetables
are being grown by using a
drip irrigation system,
while a sign board with the
corporation's logo outside
the lung space has been up-
rooted.

Ironically, the park is lo-

GHMC officials step in to save park from encroachers

cated behind Jubilee Hills
police station and is adja-
cent to the property bearing
plot number 457, which is
owned by Venu Gopal
Reddy. It is from his prop-
erty that water to the drip
irrigation system is being
supplied. Though no one is
presently living in the
structure owned by the re-
tired IAS officer, there is a
watchman and a caretaker.
The encroachers have built
compound walls that are
blocking the only entrance
to the lung space. The two
temporary wooden stair-
cases placed horizontally
facilitating entrance from
Gopal Reddy’s property are
the only provisions to enter
the GHMC park.

By Monday evening, the
walls raised by the en-
croacher were demolished
using a heavy vehicle and
the entire vegetation grown
on it will also be razed,
said a GHMC official.
“This is an encroachment
attempt,” said a GHMC of-
ficial stationed in the head
office. However, the offi-
cials at the demolition site
said that they are yet to
identify the encroacher.
“We are probing the inci-
dent to understand whether
the encroachment has been
done by the plot owner or
whether he has leased out
to a third party,” said
another official from the
corporation.

VHR demands action against Shah
over Ambedkar remark

Hyderabad
WUT | Jan .21

TPCC senior leader V Ha-
numantha Rao on Monday
lodged a complaint with
the Amberpet police seek-
ing action against Union
home minister Amit Shah
and RSS chief Mohan
Bhagwat for allegedly
making derogatory re-
marks on Dr B.R. Ambed-
kar. In his complaint,
Hanumantha Rao alleged
that Amit Shah had in-
sulted Dr Ambedkar in
Parliament. RSS chief

"The Odisha police have
registered fake and illegal
cases against Rahul Gan-
dhi. When Amit Shah and
Mohan Bagwat made such
objectionable comments,
why did the police fail to
register a cases,” Hanu-
mantha Rao asked. He
said if the police failed to
lodge a complaint, he
would organise protests in
front of police stations by
lodging a number of com-
plaints and take the issue
to the notice of Chief
Minister A. Revanth
Reddy.

Bhagwat had insulted Dr
Ambedkar by stating that
India had achieved inde-
pendence after the con-
secration of the Ayodhya
Ram Mandir.

Telangana HC dismisses writ appeal of Waqf Board

Hyderabad
WUT| Jan .21

A two-judge panel of Te-
langana High Court dis-
missed a writ appeal filed
by the State Waqf Board
on termination of its em-
ployee. The panel of
comprising of Justice
Abhinand Kumar Shavili
and Justice Laxmi Naray-
ana Alishetty, upheld an
order of a single judge

who allowed the writ pe-
tition of Mohammedm
Sanaullah Khan. Earlier,
the employee of State
Wagqf Board filed a writ
petition questioning the
termination of his serv-
ices. He contended inter
alia that the termination
was arbitrary, discrim-
inatory and dispropor-
tionate to the charge
levelled against him. The
writ petitioner is charged

of going on strike along-
side other employees in
May 2015 for non-pay-
ment of wages of April
2015. The panel speaking
through Justice Abhinand
Kumar Shavili pointed
out that the petitioner
was purged at the domes-
tic enquiry of other
charges including demar-
cation of Wagqf properties
in Adilabad and the ter-
mination was based upon

on the only surviving
charge of participating in
the strike. The panel also
found that all the other
striking employees were
not given the extreme
punishment of termina-
tion. The theory of pro-
portionality in imposing
the punishment as held
by the single judge, was
legal and valid, the panel
found. It accordingly dis-
missed the appeal.

Saina Nehwal and P Kashyap inaugurate Hyderabad
City Police Annual Sports Meet, joined by Police Com-
missioner CV Anand at Sivakumar Lal Stadium.

HYDRAA's Silence on Bathukamma
Kunta Lake Baffles People

HYDRAA's Continued Delay in Rejuvenating Hyderabad’s Lakes Draws Public Criticism

Hyderabad
WUT | Jan. 21

Hyderabad’s lakes, includ-
ing the historically signifi-
cant Bathukamma Kunta
and Sunnam Cheruvu,
which were initially ear-
marked for rejuvenation
under the Hyderabad Dis-
aster Response and Assets
Monitoring and Protection
Agency’s (HYDRAA) ini-
tiative, remain in a state of
neglect, leaving residents
and environmentalists baf-
fled. Despite earlier assur-
ances from HYDRAA
regarding the rejuvenation
of several lakes in the city,
including those located in
key areas like Kukatpally
and Khajaguda, no sub-
stantial progress has been
witnessed on the ground.
HYDRAA, tasked with
the responsibility of reviv-
ing these water bodies, had
submitted proposals to the
state government with the

objective of rejuvenating
12 lakes across the city.
Among the lakes listed for
rejuvenation are Sunnam
Cheruvu in Guttala Be-
gumpet, Nalla Cheruvu in
Kukatpally, and Thoutani-
kunta at Khajaguda. Ho-
wever, despite these
submissions and several
public briefings, the
agency’s promises have
not been materialized into
visible action. There has
been no noticeable im-
provement or development
on-site at any of these lo-
cations, raising serious
concerns about the effi-
ciency of the agency and
its ability to deliver on its
commitments.
Bathukamma Kunta, one
of the most prominent
lakes in Hyderabad, has
become the focal point of
this delay. The lake, which
holds cultural and histori-
cal significance, was at the
center of HYDRAA's re-

juvenation efforts, which
began on November 13 of
last year. The project was
halted unexpectedly due to
a legal dispute. Sudhakar
Reddy, a local individual,
filed a petition in the High
Court claiming ownership
of the land surrounding
Bathukamma Kunta, effec-
tively stalling the rejuve-
nation process. This legal
intervention delayed the
agency’s work for several
weeks, despite the critical
importance of the lake in
the city's urban landscape.
After weeks of legal pro-
ceedings, the Telangana
High Court delivered a
ruling on January 7, 2025,
rejecting Sudhakar
Reddy’s claim and re-

affirming that the land sur-
rounding Bathukamma
Kunta was indeed public
property. The ruling was
seen as a victory for the
preservation of the lake
and its potential for com-
munity revitalization. The
court’s decision cleared
the way for HYDRAA to
resume its rejuvenation ef-
forts. However, more than
two weeks have passed
since the judgment, and
there is still no sign of the
agency taking concrete
steps to restart the restora-
tion work at the site.Locals
are growing increasingly
impatient and frustrated by
the inaction. “We had high
hopes that after the court's
ruling, the work would re-
sume immediately. But
now, over two weeks have
passed, and nothing has
changed. There hasn’t
been a single worker seen
at the site,” said Mohd.
Arif, a local resident.

Many are disappointed by
the lack of urgency dis-
played by the agency,
especially given the
court’s favorable ruling
and the widespread com-
munity support for the
lake’s rejuvenation.

The Bathukamma Kunta
lake itself has a long his-
tory, with many locals be-
lieving that it was
originally constructed by
the Nizam of Hyderabad
for his cavalry. Over time,
the lake became culturally
significant as it became a
traditional spot for local
women to immerse Bath-
ukammas during the Bath-
ukamma festival, which
celebrates the harvest sea-
son. The lake holds sen-
timental value for the local
community, which has
been advocating for its re-
storation to enhance the
city's landscape and pre-
serve its cultural heritage.
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