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CM Revanth inspects 
Necklace Road site for 
Jyotirao Phule Statue  
installation: P8

 KTR Alleges ₹10,000 Cr  
 Land Scam Involving  
 CM, BJP MP; ICICI  
 Denies Loan: P8

We Will Fight Until Phule’s 
Statue is Installed in Assembly 

Premises, Says Kavitha: P8

In a dramatic rescue op-
eration in the Kappana-
palli forests of Mamada, 
four women who got 
lost while collecting 
Tendu leaves were 
safely recovered on Fri-
day morning. The 
women, identified as 
Rajula Radha (35), 
Kambala Lingavva (36), 
Gatla Meedi Laxmi 
(40), and Bathula Saroja 
(40) of Kappanpalli vil-
lage from the Naikpod 
community, had entered 
the forest at 4 pm on 
Thursday and lost their 
way in the evening.Vil-
lagers alerted forest offi-
cials when the women 
failed to return by night-
fall. A coordinated 
search operation by 
local police and forest 
authorities, which in-
cluded 

Drones, GPS 
Trackers Used to 

Track Women Lost 
in Forest 
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Six dead in helicopter 
crash in New York 

Trump admits trade  
war 'cost' as markets hit  

Hyderabad 
WUT | Apr. 11 
 
Jitters about US tariffs 
hammered Asian stocks 
again early Friday as Pres-
ident Donald Trump ac-
knowledged a "cost" to his 
surging trade offensive 
against superpower rival 
China. The US leader said 
Thursday that the Euro-
pean Union was "very 
smart" to back off from 
imposing retaliatory tariffs 
because of his tough 
stance on China even as 
the bloc's chief warned it 
could tax US Big Tech. 
"(The EU) were ready to 
announce retaliation. And 
then they heard about 
what we did with respect 

to China... and they said, 
you know, 'We're going to 
hold back a little bit,'" 
Trump said. 
 Trump acknowledged "a 
transition cost and transi-
tion problems," but dis-
missed global market 
turmoil. "In the end it's 
going to be a beautiful 
thing." On Wall Street, the 
broad-based S&P 500 fin-
ished down 3.5 percent on 
Thursday after soaring 9.5 
percent the day before. 
The Dow Jones shed 2.5 
percent and the Nasdaq 
4.3 percent. In early trade 
in Asia Friday, Japan's 
Nikkei tumbled over five 
percent, handing back 
some of the 9.1-percent 
gain of 

Hyderabad 
WUT | Apr. 12 
 
A helicopter broke apart 
in midair and crashed up-
side-down into the Hud-
son River between 
Manhattan and the New 
Jersey waterfront Thurs-
day, killing six people in 
the latest high-profile avi-
ation disaster in the U.S., 
according to witnesses 
and a law enforcement of-
ficial. The New York Fire 
Department said it re-
ceived a report of the 
crash at 3:17 p.m. All six 
people aboard were killed, 
a law enforcement official 
told The Associated Press. 
The official was not au-
thorized to speak publicly 

and did so on condition of 
anonymity. 
 Witness Bruce Wall said 
he saw the helicopter 
“falling apart” in midair, 
with the tail and propeller 
coming off. The propeller 
was still spinning without 
the aircraft as it fell, he 
said. Lesly Camacho, a 
hostess at a restaurant 
along the river in Ho-
boken, New Jersey, said 
she saw the helicopter 
spinning uncontrollably 
before it slammed into the 
water. “There was a 
bunch of smoke coming 
out. It was spinning pretty 
fast, and it landed in the 
water really hard,” she 
said in a phone 
 interview. 

CM Revanth Reddy directs fast-tracking of  
Musi River and Mir Alam Tank bridge projects 
Hyderabad 
WUT | Apr. 12 
 
Chief Minister A. Revanth 
Reddy on Thursday di-
rected officials to expedite 
the works under the Musi 
River rejuvenation proj-
ect, including the iconic 
bridge proposed across 
Mir Alam Tank and the 
development of Gandhi 
Sarovar near Bapughat. 
 During a high-level re-
view meeting held at the 
Command Control Cen-
tre, the Chief Minister re-
viewed the design model 
of the upcoming bridge 
across Mir Alam Tank. He 

instructed officials to 
complete the survey and 
prepare the Detailed Proj-
ect Report (DPR) by June 
and to initiate the tender-
ing process within the 
same timeline. 
 Revanth Reddy empha-
sised that the proposed 
2.5-km-long bridge 

should be constructed 
with an aesthetic design, 
prioritising tourist safety 
and comfort. He advised 
that the design reflect in-
ternational standards, sim-
ilar to Singapore’s 
“Gardens by the Bay”, 
and proposed developing 
three islands near Mir 

Alam Tank with attrac-
tions like bird sanctuaries, 
artificial waterfalls, a con-
vention centre for wed-
dings and events, an 
adventure park, a theme 
park, and an amphithe-
atre.The Chief Minister 
also directed officials to 
clean the tank and intro-
duce boating facilities, as 
well as explore establish-
ing resorts and hotels 
around the area. He 
stressed the need to de-
sign the project based on 
water flow patterns during 
heavy rains and floods to 
prevent future challenges. 
 

PM Modi lays stone for 44 projects 
worth Rs 3,880 crore in  Varanasi 

Apple airlifts 600 tons of iPhones from 
India to beat Trump tariffs: Report  

New delhi 
WUT | Apr. 12 
 
Tech giant Apple char-
tered cargo flights to ferry 
600 tons of iPhones, or as 
many as 1.5 million, to 
the United States from 
India, after it stepped up 
production there in an ef-
fort to beat President 
Donald Trump's tariffs, 
sources told Reuters. The 
details of the push provide 
an insight into the U.S. 
smartphone company's 
private strategy to navi-
gate around the Trump 
tariffs and build up inven-
tory of its popular iPhones 
in the United States, one 
of its biggest markets. 
 Analysts have warned  

 
that U.S. prices of 
iPhones could surge, 
given Apple's high reli-
ance on imports from 
China, the main manufac-
turing hub of the devices, 
which is subject to 
Trump's highest tariff rate 
of 125%. That figure is far 
in excess of the tariff of 
26% on imports from 
India, but which is now 
on hold after Trump 
called a 90-day pause this 
week that excludes China. 

Apple "wanted to beat the 
tariff," said one of the 
sources familiar with the 
planning. 
 The company lobbied In-
dian airport authorities to 
cut to six hours the time 
needed to clear customs at 
the Chennai airport in the 
southern state of Tamil 
Nadu, down from 30 
hours, the source added. 
The so-called "green cor-
ridor" arrangement at the 
airport in the Indian man-
ufacturing hub emulated a 
model Apple uses at some 
airports in China, the 
source said. About six 
cargo jets with a capacity 
of 100 tons each have 
flown out since March, 
one of 

Hyderabad 
WUT | Apr. 12 
 
Three Telangana Minis-
ters D. Sridhar Babu, 
Thummala Nageswara 
Rao and Ponnam Prabha-
kar on Friday assured 
famers, who suffered 
losses because of unsea-
sonal rains that lashed 
several parts of the State 
in the last few days, that 
the State government 
would support them on all 
fronts. Agriculture Minis-
ter Nageswara Rao, In-
dustries Minister Sridhar 
Babu, and Backward 

Classes Welfare Minister 
Ponnam Prabhakar gave 
the assurance to farmers 
while inspecting crops 
damaged during the re-
cent hailstorm at Ibrahim-
nagar in Siddipet district. 

  Following requests from 
the party cadres, the Min-
isters inspected the crops. 
They interacted with 
farmers to assess the ex-
tent of losses incurred. 
They as-

Tahawwur Rana sent to 18-day NIA custody  

New delhi 
WUT | Apr. 11 
 
The All India Anna Dravida Munnetra 
Kazhagam (AIADMK) and Bharatiya 
Janata Party (BJP) on Friday an-
nounced an alliance for the Tamil 
Nadu assembly elections 2026 in a 
joint press conference. Union home 
minister Amit Shah formally an-
nounced while adding that Edappadi 
K Palaniswami will lead NDA in the 
elections."AIADMK and BJP leaders 
have decided that AIADMK, BJP and 
all the alliance parties will contest the 
upcoming Vidhan Sabha elections in 
Tamil Nadu together as NDA," Shah 
said."These elections will be contested 
under the leadership of PM Modi on a 
national level and under the leadership 
of AIADMK leader Edappadi K Pala-

niswami on the state level," he said.  
On the question of conditions put 
forth for alliance by AIADMK, Shah 
refuted the reports asserting "there 
was no demand" by the party.Shah 
also said that AIADMK has been part 
of the NDA since 1998 and PM Modi 
and former CM and AIADMK chief J 
Jayalalithaa had worked together in 
the past. Shah while answering to 
"what took so long " question said, "It 
took time because this alliance is now 
permanent. 

BJP-AIADMK alliance confirmed for 
2026 Tamil Nadu Assembly Elections  

New delhi 
WUT | Apr. 12 
 
Targeting the Opposition, 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi on Friday said that 
those going after power fo-
cussed mainly on promot-
ing their own families and 
not national interest, while 
his government works on 
the theme of inclusive de-
velopment.  
 Addressing a gathering 
after laying the foundation 
stone of 44 projects worth 
Rs 3,880 crore in his parlia-
mentary constituency Vara-
nasi, the Prime Minister 
said, "Our guiding mantra 
in serving the nation has al-
ways been 'Sabka Saath, 

Sabka Vikas'. With this 
spirit, we continue to move 
forward for the betterment 
of every citizen." 
 Taking a swipe at the Op-
position, Modi stated that, 
in contrast, those who are 
power-hungry play political 
games day and night, driven 
not by national interest but 
by a single-minded focus 
on family-based support 
and family-centric devel-

opment. "Those who play 
games day and night only to 
grab power…their guiding 
principle is 'parivar ka 
saath, parivar ka vikas' 
(family support, family de-
velopment)," he said. 
 The Prime Minister, who 
began his speech by greet-
ing the people in Bhojpuri, 
also paid tribute to Dalit re-
former Mahatma Jyotiba 
Phule on his birth anniver-
sary, recognising his con-
tributions to social equality 
and women's empower-
ment. "Today, we are carry-
ing forward their ideas with 
new energy," Modi said 
while reiterating his gov-
ernment's focus on all-
round development. 

The wreckage of a helicopter is removed from the water after 
crashing into the Hudson River, in the Newport neighborhood 
of Jersey City, New Jersey. 

Mumbai 
WUT | Apr. 12 
 
A Delhi court on Friday 
sent Mumbai terror attack 
case accused Tahawwur 
Hussain Rana to 18-day 
NIA custody. Special Na-
tional Investigation 
Agency (NIA) judge 
Chander Jit Singh sent 
Rana to custody on an ap-
plication of NIA seeking 
his 20-day custody. Rana 

was brought to the Patiala 
House Court in a caval-
cade, including a jail van, 
an armoured SWAT ve-

hicle and an ambulance, 
on late Thursday night. 
 The 64-year-old Paki-
stani-origin Canadian 

businessman, a close as-
sociate of 26/11 Mumbai 
terror attacks main con-
spirator David Coleman 
Headley alias Daood Gi-
lani, a US citizen, was 
brought to India after the 
US Supreme Court on 
April 4 dismissed his re-
view plea against his ex-
tradition. According to 
sources, the NIA had 
sought Rana's custody for 
20 days to interrogate 

him, citing clinching ev-
idence including various 
emails. 
 The agency told the 
court that Rana's inter-
rogation was necessary to 
unearth the larger con-
spiracy behind the 2008 
attacks. It also told the 
court that it had to look 
into his role as a planner 
of the attacks. The NIA 
said that as part of the 
criminal 

Refusing to be drawn into 
the speculation surround-
ing K Annamalai's removal 
as the Tamil Nadu pres-
ident of the BJP, Union 
Home Minister and senior 
party leader Amit Shah has 
said Mr Annamalai still 
holds the post. 
 During a press conference 
on Friday announcing that 
the alliance between the 
AIADMK and the BJP was 
being renewed, Mr Shah 
was asked about reports of 
Mr Annamalai being re-
moved because Edapaddi 
K Palaniswami did not 
want the tie-up to proceed 
until that happened. "This 
is not true at all. Mr An-
namalai is the state pres-
ident 

"He Is Still...": Amit 
Shah On K Annamalai 
'Being Removed' For 

AIADMK Alliance
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Harish Rao Slams Revanth Reddy Govt: 'Neglect of Best Available Schools Scheme is a Curse on 25,000 Poor Students
Hyderabad  
WUT |  Apr . 12 
 
Former Minister T. Har-
ish Rao has penned a 
strongly-worded letter to 
Chief Minister Revanth 
Reddy, urging immediate 
action regarding the 
pending release of funds 
for the Best Available 
Schools (BAS) scheme. 
In his letter, Harish Rao 
expressed deep concern 
over the non-payment of 
dues for the last two aca-
demic years, which he 
says has severely im-
pacted the welfare of 
thousands of students 
from Scheduled Castes 
(SC) and Scheduled 
Tribes (ST). 
 "The negligence of your 
government in releasing 

funds for the 150 BAS 
institutions has turned 
into a curse for the stu-
dents and school manage-
ments alike," wrote 
Harish Rao. Highlighting 
the distressing con-
ditions, he pointed out 
that students are facing 
serious hardships due to a 
lack of basic amenities 
such as food and accom-
modation, while school 
administrators are sinking 
into debt in their efforts 
to keep the schools run-
ning. 
 The former Minister re-
counted the desperate 
measures taken by school 
managements, including 
mortgaging personal gold 
and borrowing money 
from banks to meet ex-
penses. "They are unable 

to repay their loans or 
EMIs, and in one tragic 
case, a school owner in 
Wanaparthy even died by 
suicide due to mounting 
financial pressure," he 
stated. Rao questioned 
the silence of the Con-
gress government on 
such critical issues and 
condemned what he de-
scribed as a "careless atti-
tude," accusing the Chief 
Minister of failing to act 
despite holding the ad-
ditional portfolio of the 
Education Department. 
 Reiterating the signifi-
cance of the BAS initia-
tive, Rao noted that it 
was a flagship program 
launched and expanded 
under the BRS govern-
ment after 2014. “This 
scheme was retained 

without any political bias 
because it directly con-
tributed to providing 
quality education to poor 
students,” he said. The 
scheme, which began 
with just 80 schools, was 
expanded to 150 institu-
tions and benefited nearly 
25,000 students an-
nually—18,000 from SC 
communities and 7,000 
from ST communities. 
 He added that many of 
the students benefiting 
from this scheme are the 
first in their families to 
attend school, including 

children of joginis, 
bonded laborers, and 
marginalized workers. 
"This scheme has been a 
beacon of social change, 
offering educational ac-
cess to those who have 
historically been denied 
such opportunities," Har-
ish Rao wrote. 
 Rao detailed the budget-
ary commitment made by 
the previous BRS gov-
ernment, which increased 
the per-student funding 
from Rs 8,000 to Rs 
42,000. “An annual 
budget of Rs 130 crore 
was earmarked, and 
funds were released con-
sistently during our nine-
and-a-half-year tenure,” 
he said. He credited the 
scheme with helping stu-
dents gain admissions to 

top-tier institutions like 
IITs and IIITs. 
 However, Rao criticized 
the Congress government 
for not releasing the re-
maining Rs 80 crore for 
the 2023–24 academic 
year. He clarified that the 
BRS government had re-
leased the first tranche of 
Rs 50 crore, but due to 
the Model Code of Con-
duct during the elections, 
the second installment 
could not be processed. 
"Since coming to power, 
your government has 
completely neglected the 
scheme. Even the 2024–
25 academic year’s funds 
have not been released,” 
he added. Rao also men-
tioned that a formal letter 
had been sent to Deputy 
Chief Minister Bhatti 

Vikramarka in August 
2024, highlighting the 
dire state of these 
schools. "Despite re-
peated appeals from man-
agements and 
stakeholders, there has 
been no response from 
your administration. The 
schools are now in a state 
of uncertainty, and the fu-
ture of 25,000 students 
hangs in the balance," he 
wrote. Concluding his 
letter, Harish Rao de-
manded that the govern-
ment immediately release 
the arrears pending for 
two years and ensure the 
continuation of the BAS 
scheme in its original 
spirit. “This scheme is 
not just about educa-
tion—it is about empow-
ering the most 

Harish Rao to Revanth: BAS Fund Delay Hurting 25,000 Poor Students

KTR, Harish Rao pay tributes to  
Mahatma Phule on his birth anniversary 

Niranjan Reddy Warns of Severe Losses to  
Telangana Due to AP’s Projects on Krishna River

AAP to Contest Telangana Local Body Polls;  
Invites Common Citizens to Apply via QR Code

Hyderabad  
WUT |  Apr. 12 
 
  In a heartfelt tribute to 
Dr. B.R. Ambedkar 
and Mahatma Jyotirao 
Phule on the eve of 
their birth anniversa-
ries, a Mega Blood 
Donation Camp was 
organized today by 
government employ-
ees under the aegis of 
Maram Jagdeshwar 
and Dr. S.M. Hussaini 
(Mujeeb), Telangana 
Non-Gazetted Of-
ficers’ Central Union, 
along with Executive 
Members of Hydera-
bad District.The event, 
held at Gruhakalpa 
Complex, TNGOs 

Union, Nampally, wit-
nessed an enthusiastic 
participation from em-
ployees of various 
government depart-
ments.  
 The initiative aimed 
to uphold Ambedkar’s 
ideals of social justice 
and service by ad-
dressing the region’s 
critical need for blood. 

 Speaker of the Telan-
gana Legislative As-
sembly, Gaddam 
Prasad Kumar, at-
tended as chief guest 
and emphasized the 
significance of com-
munity welfare.  
 Leaders including 
Md. Faheemuddin 
Qureshi, MLC Kodan-
daram, and Amir 

Javed echoed the sen-
timent.The camp was 
organized in collabo-
ration with MNJ, 
OGH, King Koti, IPM, 
and the Thalassemia & 
Sickle Cell Society 
Blood Banks. Medical 
professionals ensured 
safe donation proce-
dures.  
 The collected blood 
will be used to support 
patients in need, em-
bodying Ambedkar’s 
legacy of compassion 
and service.Numerous 
union leaders, district 
representatives, and 
retired employees also 
took part, contributing 
to the event's success.

Hyderabad  
R santosh chowdary 
WUT |  Apr. 12 
 
Former Minister Singi-
reddy Niranjan Reddy 
has raised alarms over 
Andhra Pradesh’s ongo-
ing irrigation projects on 
the Krishna River, warn-
ing that they could lead 
to severe water shortages 
in Telangana.  
 He specifically pointed 
to the lining works of the 

Srisailam Right Main 
Canal (SRMC), which 
will increase its capacity 
from 44,000 to 89,762 
cusecs. This would en-

able AP to divert more 
water to Rayalaseema 
through schemes like the 
Rayalaseema Lift Irriga-
tion Scheme.Reddy 

stated that this will re-
duce water availability 
for Telangana’s major 
projects such as Nagarju-
nasagar, Kalwakurthy, 
and Palamuru-Ranga-
reddy, especially during 
droughts. He also warned 
of disruptions in power 
generation due to declin-
ing water levels in the 
Srisailam reservoir. 
 He accused the AP gov-
ernment of violating the 
Andhra Pradesh Reorga-

nisation Act, 2014, by 
taking up these projects 
without approvals from 
the KRMB or Apex 
Council. He criticized the 
Telangana Congress gov-
ernment for remaining 
passive and alleged that 
the Centre-backed TDP 
government is exploiting 
Krishna waters for politi-
cal gain. He demanded 
immediate action to safe-
guard Telangana’s inter-
ests.

Hyderabad 
WUT |  Apr. 12 
 
Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) 
will contest the upcoming 
local body elections across 
Telangana, announced AAP 
Telangana State Convenor 
Dr. Diddi Sudhakar at a 
press conference held at De-
shodharaka Bhavan, Ba-
sheer Bagh, Hyderabad.As 
part of its national expan-
sion strategy, AAP has re-
leased a QR code poster 
inviting citizens to apply as 
candidates. Dr. Sudhakar 
emphasized that even non-
members of the party can 
apply, provided they are 

transparent and accountable 
individuals committed to 
public service. “We are giv-
ing a platform to the com-
mon man to participate in 
governance. This is the first 
time AAP will contest all 
local body seats in Telan-
gana,” he said.Dr. Sudhakar 
added that AAP is com-
mitted to bringing quality 

education, healthcare, and 
livelihood to every section 
of society, including 
farmers, women, and youth. 
“The national leadership has 
decided to contest local 
elections across India to ex-
pand our footprint and pro-
mote our model of 
governance,” he 
stated.Highlighting the 

party’s growing success in 
local elections in various 
states, Dr. Sudhakar said 
that AAP aims to replicate 
similar milestones in Telan-
gana. The party will cam-
paign on issues affecting the 
common people and aims to 
provide a credible alter-
native in local 
governance.Several party 
leaders including Javed 
Sharif, Narsing Yamuna 
Goud, Dr. Lakshya Naidu, 
Sudharani, Shahbaz, Liaquat 
Khan, Lata, Mounika, Dhar-
mender Tiwari, Swami, Su-
resh, Julakanti Nagaraj, and 
Vijay Mullangi were present 
at the event.

Mega Blood Donation Camp Organized by TNGOs Union 
 to Mark Ambedkar and Phule Birth Anniversaries

3 Telangana Ministers assess 
crop damage in Siddipet  

Hyderabad 
WUT |  Apr. 12 
 
 Three Telangana Minis-
ters D. Sridhar Babu, 
Thummala Nageswara 
Rao and Ponnam Prabha-
kar on Friday assured 
famers, who suffered 
losses because of unsea-
sonal rains that lashed 
several parts of the State 
in the last few days, that 
the State government 
would support them on all 
fronts. Agriculture Minis-
ter Nageswara Rao, In-
dustries Minister Sridhar 
Babu, and Backward 
Classes Welfare Minister 
Ponnam Prabhakar gave 
the assurance to farmers 
while inspecting crops 
damaged during the recent 
hailstorm at Ibrahimnagar 
in Siddipet district. 
  Following requests from 
the party cadres, the Min-
isters inspected the crops. 

They interacted with 
farmers to assess the ex-
tent of losses incurred. 
They assured the farmers 
not to panic, affirming 
that the government 
stands firmly in support of 
them. The Ministers were 
on the way to Sircilla in 
erstwhile Karimnagar dis-
trict when they inspected 
the damaged crops. Senior 
officials from the agricul-
ture, horticulture and 
revenue departments were 
also present during the in-
spection. At the field-
level, the officers from the 
agriculture and horticul-
ture are conducting in-
spections in villages to 
assess the damage caused 
to crops and mango trees 
due to the recent rains. 
After completion of the 
assessment, the officers 
would submit a detailed 
report to the head office 
for necessary action. 

BJP ramps up BC,  
SC outreach  

Hyderabad 
WUT |  Apr . 12 
 
The BJP has planned a 
series of programmes to 
celebrate Dr BR Ambed-
kar’s birth anniversary 
from April 13 to 25 ac-
ross the state. “BJP 
workers will hold bike 
rallies from booth level to 
district level. They will 
conduct cleanliness drives 
near Ambedkar statues, 
decorate them with col-
ourful lights and organise 
events involving local 
Dalit and Bahujan 
leaders. On April 14, 
party workers will gar-
land Ambedkar statues 
and read out the Preamble 
of the Constitution,” said 
BJP spokesperson Rani 
Rudrama. 
  Between April 15 and 
25, the party will conduct 
conventions, seminars 
and workshops involving 

intellectuals, poets, art-
ists, social reformers, 
doctors, engineers and 
trade union leaders. 
“These events will high-
light how the Congress 
strayed from Dr Ambed-
kar’s ideals over the past 
74 years and what the 
BJP has done in the last 
decade to uphold his leg-
acy,” explained Rudrama. 
By combining Ambedkar 
Jayanti celebrations with 
a strong push for BC rep-
resentation, the BJP aims 
to consolidate support 
among marginalised com-
munities, which account 
for nearly 74 per cent of 
Telangana’s population. 
The move is seen as part 
of a larger effort to ex-
pand the party’s electoral 
footprint in the state. Dur-
ing this campaign, BJP 
leaders will also share 
meals with Dalit families 
as part of their outreach. 

Hyderabad  
WUT |  Apr. 12 
 
In a dramatic rescue 
operation in the Kap-
panapalli forests of 
Mamada, four women 
who got lost while col-
lecting Tendu leaves 
were safely recovered 
on Friday morning. 
The women, identified 
as Rajula Radha (35), 
Kambala Lingavva 
(36), Gatla Meedi 
Laxmi (40), and Bath-
ula Saroja (40) of 

Kappanpalli village 
from the Naikpod 
community, had en-
tered the forest at 4 
pm on Thursday and 
lost their way in the 
evening.  
 Villagers alerted for-
est officials when the 
women failed to return 
by nightfall. A coordi-
nated search operation 
by local police and 
forest authorities, 
which included the use 
of drones and GPS 
tracking, was 

launched. A special 
police party led by 
ASP Rajesh Meena 
entered the forest at 5 
am and located the 
stranded women 
around 8.15 am near 
Bheemanna Hill, ap-
proximately 4 km in-
side the forest. The 
rescue comes after a 
nerve-wracking night 
for the women, who 
had to fend off fears of 
wild animal attacks 
and protect themselves 
using wooden sticks 

and stones. One of the 
rescued women re-
counted their ordeal, 
explaining that a poor 
mobile signal ham-
pered their attempts to 
call for help. The fam-
ilies of the women ex-
pressed immense relief 
following the rescue. 
Later, the four women 
were seen collecting 
Tendu leaves, which 
are expected to earn 
them about Rs 700 
each. 
 

Drones, GPS Trackers Used to 
Track Women Lost in Forest 

Hyderabad  
WUT |  Apr . 12 
 
 BRS working president 
KT Rama Rao paid rich 
tributes to social reformer 
Mahatma Jyotiba Phule 
during his birth anniver-
sary celebrations held at 
Telangana Bhavan on Fri-
day. He recalled Phule’s 
significant contributions 
to social justice, educa-
tion, and women’s em-
powerment. Speaking on 
the occasion, Rama Rao 
said the K Chandrashek-
har Rao government in 
Telangana has walked in 

the footsteps of Phule by 
prioritising education for 
the marginalised. He re-
membered the spirit of 
Phule, the BRS govern-
ment established a large 
number of Gurukul 
schools and introduced 
scholarships for overseas 
education. Around 7,000 
students have received 
world-class education 
under this initiative, he 
said. 
 He also stated that the 
government honoured 
Phule by naming BC res-
idential institutions after 
him and also providing 

scholarships to BC stu-
dents, promoting higher 
education opportunities 
for students from back-
ward classes. 
 In a separate statement, 
former Minister T Harish 
Rao hailed Phule as a 
beacon of social reform, 
particularly in his fight 
against caste and gender 
discrimination. “His vi-
sion of equality, education 
and rights protection 
formed the foundation of 
the BRS government’s 
nine-and-a-half years in 
power,” he said. 
 



STATE / CITY 3
Wake Up T  elangana | HYDERABAD | SATURDAY | APRIL 12, 2025

What’s wrong in BJP MP Arvind wishing Sridhar Babu  
to become Telangana Chief Minister: Mahesh Kumar Goud 
Hyderabad   
WUT |  Apr . 12 
 
Making a surprising 
statement that would 
raise many eyebrows in 
Gandhi Bhavan, TPCC 
president Mahesh Kumar 
Goud said there was 
nothing wrong in BJP 
MP D Arvind’s com-
ments that Industries 
Minister D Sridhar Babu 
was eligible to be the 
Chief Minister. 
 “If Sridhar Babu and D 
Arvind were good 
friends and what’s wrong 
in one friend wishing his 
friend to become a Chief 
Minister,” he asked. 
 Like Chief Minister A 
Revanth Reddy, the In-
dustries Minister played 
a crucial role in the de-

velopment of the State. It 
was the Chief Minister 
and Sridhar Babu, who 
had secured investments 
to the State during their 
foreign trips, Mahesh 
Kumar Goud stressed at 
a press conference here 
on Friday. 
 The TPCC president 
said the Rs 10,000 crore 
raised by TGIIC through 
bonds by mortgaging 

400 acres at Kancha Ga-
chibowli were used for 
crop loan waiver and 
bonus for paddy. 
 He claimed that the 400 
acres at Kancha Gachi-
bowli were government 
lands and the same were 
allotted to TGIIC at Rs 
75 crore per acre. 
 In turn, TGIIC had 
raised Rs.10,000 crore 
through bonds in associ-

ation with ICICI Bank, 
he admitted. 
 “The Telangana Con-
gress offered Rs 10,000 
crore to farmers. Unable 
to stomach this, BRS 
working president KT 
Rama Rao was making 
an unwanted issue,” Ma-
hesh Kumar Goud said. 
 Countering the BRS 
working president’s 
charges on misuse of Rs 
175 crore, the TPCC 
president said it was all 
white money. It was an 
official transaction, he 
explained. Government 
floated tenders as agency 
services were required to 
raise loans. It was a gen-
eral practice to hire 
agencies and there was 
no scam as being 
claimed by Rama Rao, 

he defended. 
 Opposition parties have 
been claiming that they 
were forest land and the 
Central Empowered 
Committee visited and 
found bushes in the land. 
Using fake images and 
videos created by AI, 
people were being 
misled over the lands, he 
charged. 
 The TPCC president 
challenged the BRS 
working president for a 
debate on the destruction 
of land and scams during 
the BRS tenure. 
 “If new IT and corpo-
rate companies come up 
in the 400 acres, five 
lakhs jobs will be 
created,” Mahesh Kumar 
Goud said. 
 

Jampana Pratap Leads Phule Jayanti Celebrations in Secunderabad

Hyderabad   
WUT |  Apr . 12 
 
The birth anniversary 
celebrations of Ma-
hatma Jyotirao Phule, 
renowned social re-
former and pioneer of 
social justice, were 
held at the BJP Telan-
gana state office.  
 Rajya Sabha MP and 
BJP OBC Morcha 
National President 
Dr. K. Laxman at-
tended as the chief 
guest, paying floral 
tributes to Phule's 
portrait. Several party 
leaders including BJP 
MLAs Palvai Harish 
Babu, State Organiza-
tional General Secre-
tary Chandrashekhar 
Tiwari, OBC Morcha 
State President Anand 
Goud, and Hyderabad 
Local Bodies MLC 

candidate Gautam 
Rao also participated. 
 Speaking at the 
event, Dr. Laxman 
said the Modi-led 
central government is 
working in line with 
the ideals of Ma-
hatma Jyotirao Phule, 
emphasizing social 
justice through initia-
tives like Sabka 
Saath, Sabka Vikas. 
He highlighted that 
under Prime Minister 
Modi's leadership, 

fair reservations have 
been provided to 
BCs, SCs, STs, and 
even economically 
weaker sections 
among upper castes. 
  “Modi is being 
hailed as ‘Abhinava 
Jyotirao Phule’,” he 
said.Dr. Laxman criti-
cized Congress leader 
Rahul Gandhi for po-
liticizing the caste 
census and accused 
the Revanth Reddy-
led Telangana gov-

ernment of mislead-
ing BCs under the 
guise of social jus-
tice. He alleged that 
the recent caste cen-
sus was aimed at 
benefiting the Mus-
lim community and 
reducing BC share in 
reservations. 
 He further attacked 
the Congress for at-
tempting to include 
Muslims in the OBC 
category, claiming it 
would dilute the 

rights of BCs. He also 
condemned the Con-
gress government's 
move to implement 
42% BC reservation 
in local body elec-
tions by invoking the 
9th Schedule, calling 
it a tactic to evade re-
sponsibility. 
 Dr. Laxman asserted 
that BJP had pledged 
to make a BC the 
Chief Minister of Te-
langana based on 
population proportion 
and accused Congress 
and BRS of paying 
lip service to BCs. He 
urged the state gov-
ernment to implement 
42% reservations 
through Article 
243(D) without delay, 
warning that BJP 
would take up the BC 
cause if it fails to act.

Hyderabad  
WUT |  Apr. 12 
 
BRSV GHMC Coordinator 
and advocate Mir Qurram 
Ali today participated in 
the Mahatma Jyotiba Phule 
Jayanti celebrations held at 
Telangana Bhavan. On the 
occasion, he paid floral 
tributes to the portrait of 
the great social 
reformer.The event wit-
nessed the participation of 
several prominent leaders, 
including former ministers, 
MLAs, MLCs, BC 

Member Kishore, BRSV 
Vice President Tunga Balu, 
and other party leaders. 
The gathering honored the 
legacy of Phule, who 
championed social justice, 

equality, and education for 
the underprivileged.The 
leaders collectively empha-
sized the importance of fol-
lowing Phule’s ideals in 
today’s society.

Hyderabad  
Dp srinivas rao 
WUT |  Apr . 12 
 
Mahatma Jyothirao Phule Jay-
anti was commemorated with 
reverence and fervor at New 
Bowenpally Chawrastha on Fri-
day, in a program organized by 
Yanamala Srinivas.  
 Cantonment Board Vice Pres-
ident Jampana Pratap attended 
the event as chief guest and paid 
floral tributes to the social re-
former's portrait, celebrating his 
contributions toward caste ab-
olition and women’s empower-
ment. 

 In his keynote address, Jam-
pana Pratap hailed Phule as a 
visionary who dedicated his life 
to dismantling the barriers of 
caste discrimination and un-
touchability. 

  “Mahatma Phule was a true 
pioneer of social justice. His 
tireless efforts to uplift margin-
alized communities remain a 
guiding light in our journey to-
ward an inclusive society,” he 

stated.Pratap also emphasized 
Phule’s groundbreaking initia-
tives in women's education, not-
ing that he, along with his wife 
Savitribai Phule, opened the 
first school for girls in India.  
 “He recognized early on that 
education is the key to libera-
tion, especially for women. His 
courage in challenging societal 
norms continues to inspire us,” 
Pratap added.The event saw the 
active participation of notable 
figures including Prabhugupta 
Sai Baba Yadav, Ashok Kumar, 
Kondal Yadav, Amir, Arun 
Yadav, Mukesh Yadav, Om Pra-
kash, and others. Attendees 

echoed the relevance of Phule's 
ideals in modern times and 
called for sustained efforts to 
eradicate caste-based inequal-
ities. 
 Jampana Pratap concluded his 
address with a strong message: 
“Let us pledge to carry forward 
Mahatma Jyothirao Phule’s mis-
sion by promoting education for 
every girl child and ensuring 
justice for all. That is the true 
tribute to his legacy.”The event 
ended on a united note, with at-
tendees reaffirming their com-
mitment to Phule’s principles of 
equality, education, and social 
reform.

BJP Celebrates Mahatma Jyotirao Phule Jayanti,  
Slams Congress on BC Reservations and Caste Census

Avani Sanstha Boosts Income for  
Self-Employed Women Through Skill Training

BRSV leaders Pays Tribute on  
Phule Jayanti at Telangana Bhavan

Hyderabad  
WUT |  Apr . 12 
 
Avani Vachalyam Sanstha has taken a 
significant step toward empowering self-
employed women by offering training 
programs that enhance their financial in-
dependence. In a recent event held in 
Hyderabad, the organization conducted a 
workshop on surf making, aiming to 
create sustainable income opportunities 
for women. 
 Speaking on the occasion, Avani Vacha-
lyam Sanstha President Raghu Swamy 
emphasized the importance of economic 
self-reliance for women. He noted that 
despite rapid development across sectors, 
many women remain economically dis-
advantaged. “By learning skills like surf 
making, women can begin their own 
ventures and generate income independ-
ently,” he said.Raghu Swamy personally 
demonstrated the process of making surf 
and explained how the product, once pre-
pared, would be marketed to ensure in-
come generation for the trainees.  
 He highlighted that such small-scale and 
cottage industries play a vital role in 
driving grassroots-level economic em-
powerment.  

 “These initiatives not only offer finan-
cial stability but also help boost con-
fidence and self-esteem among women,” 
he added.The event saw enthusiastic par-
ticipation from several women, including 
Archana, Chandra, Rani, Jyoti Srinivas, 
and Amrutha Chakravarthy. The partici-
pants appreciated the hands-on training 
and expressed optimism about starting 
their own surf-making units.Avani Va-
chalyam Sanstha aims to continue such 
programs in the future, focusing on skill 
development and entrepreneurship 
among women.  
 The initiative stands as a beacon of hope 
for many, reinforcing the message that fi-
nancial independence is achievable 
through practical skills and determina-
tion.

Adi Srinivas Slams BJP's Leadership 
Confusion and Corporate Donations

Hyderabad  
R santosh chowdary 
WUT |  Apr . 11 
 
Government Whip Adi 
Srinivas came down 
heavily on the Telangana 
BJP, mocking the party 
for acting like "parrot as-
trologers" with their base-
less speculations about a 
change in the state’s 
Chief Minister.Srinivas 
questioned the BJP's in-
ternal confusion, saying, 
“You can’t even decide 
on your state party pres-
ident, and you’re talking 
about changing the Chief 
Minister?” He accused 
several BJP leaders of 
creating internal chaos in 
hopes of grabbing the 
party president’s post, 
while ignoring pressing 
issues within their own 
ranks.Pointing to BJP 

MLA Raja Singh's 
frequent controversial re-
marks, he said the party 
should focus on resolving 
its internal matters first. 
Srinivas also took a jibe 
at BJP MP Dharmapuri 
Arvind, likening his state-
ments to "Chiruka astrol-
ogy," aimed only at 
creating sensation.Refut-
ing Arvind’s claim that 
CM Revanth Reddy is a 
“paper tiger,” Srinivas re-
sponded sharply, “Every-

one knows what kind of 
tiger Revanth Reddy is. 
Even KCR, who suffered 
a massive defeat, asked 
Kishan Reddy what Re-
vanth was.”Taking aim at 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi, he said, “A Prime 
Minister who hasn’t held 
a single press meet in 11 
years – is he a tiger or a 
cat?”On the issue of po-
litical funding, Srinivas 
slammed the BJP, citing 
the ₹2,243 crore received 
from over 8,000 corpo-
rate donors. “If BJP does-
n’t collect money, where 
did all this come from? 
Let Arvind answer that,” 
he demanded.He con-
cluded by saying, “We 
don’t need governance 
lessons from BJP. It’s the 
Congress that is setting 
the example.” 
 

Tensions Flare at Jyotirao Phule 
Statue Unveiling in Filmnagar

Hyderabad  
WUT |  Apr . 12 
 
The unveiling ceremony of 
the statue of social reformer 
Jyotirao Phule and his wife 
at Filmnagar in Jubilee 
Hills turned chaotic on Fri-
day, with political tensions 
running high throughout the 
day.Members of Jagruti and 
the United Phule Front ar-
rived at the Filmnagar Po-
lice Station in large 
numbers, leading to a tense 
situation. The uproar was 
triggered by controversial 
remarks made by BC com-
munity leader Jajula Srini-
vas Goud, allegedly 
targeting MLC Kalvakuntla 

Kavitha. Strongly con-
demning these remarks, 
local Congress corporator 
Veldanda Venkatesh took 
the stage at the event, de-
manded an apology from 
Goud, and lodged a formal 
complaint at the Filmnagar 
Police Station. 
 Corporator Venkatesh criti-
cized the silence of senior 
Congress leaders, including 

TPCC president Mahesh 
Kumar Goud and former 
MPs, over such derogatory 
statements against women. 
He questioned why they 
had not acted to stop such 
behavior. Venkatesh further 
challenged BC leaders mak-
ing such comments, sug-
gesting that if they truly 
support the Congress, they 
should shed their caste-
based affiliations and em-
brace the party 
wholeheartedly by donning 
Congress scarves.The inci-
dent has sparked a political 
debate, with calls for ac-
countability and respect in 
public discourse.

Kukatpally constituency is being  
destroyed by illegal constructions with  

MLA involvement: Dr. Satyam Srirangam 
Hyderabad  
Prashanth reddy 
WUT |  Apr . 12 
 
MLA Madhavaram Krishna 
Rao alleged fifty buildings in 
the Housing Board are illegal 
constructions and money is 
being collected from them. He 
asked the reporters to find the 
truth. On this, TPCC official 
spokesperson Dr.  Satyam Sri-
rangam said in a statement 
that he is also making an ap-
peal to the journalists . The 
MLA talked about the 15th 
phase, next to the building 
built in HIG 63, next to where 
I am building a house in the 
15th phase, the current line 33 
KV line, 11 KV line will go. 
Even if one person dies dur-
ing the construction there, 
FIR NO 1082 / 2024 will be 
recorded. Will the MLA be re-
sponsible if someone dies in 
another incident after the 
completion of this apartment 
tomorrow? The same builder 
is building seven buildings in 
the 15th phase, if there are 
forty plots there, he is the 
only one building seven 
buildings, that is, he is build-
ing 11 flats in each plot. Fi-
nally, your culmination is that 
the apartments next to my 
house in HIG 63, 67 were 
seized, and the siege was vio-
lated and built. It is necessary 
to find out who collected 
money and built houses. He 
said that  your followers who 
is collecting money from ille-
gal building constructions.  
During your farmhouse rule, 
this same shadow collected 
money by naming two hun-
dred reporters and also gave 
them properties. Whether you 
planted plants in empty lands, 

put boxes, and set up sittings 
for wines and illegally col-
lected money every month, 
you are responsible for all 
this. Today, you and your 
shadow are the reason why 
the Housing Board colony is 
so badly built that vehicle 
cannot pass on every road. He 
said that our people's govern-
ment will protect the Kukat-
pally Housing Board lands. 
Now, among these fifty 
builders who have been 
seized in apartments, are there 
any Congress party leaders as 
builders or contractors, or are 
there BRS leaders as builders 
or contractors in the Kukat-
pally constituency Dr Satyam 
srirangam questioned. your 
corporators, division pres-
idents, or their close associ-
ates in many illegal structures 
from Bowenpally to KPHB, 
from Allapur to Balanagar, or 
are there any Congress party 
leaders he asked .The BRS 
leaders, who are making only 
one appeal to the Congress 
party leaders, said, "Let us 
bring out all the illegal build-
ings and the number of people 
who are building them in their 
benami names and let us tell 
the authorities. 
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Who Was Agustin Escobar, 
Siemens Executive Killed In 
New York Chopper Crash

New delhi 
WUT | Apr . 12 
 
Agustin Escobar, a top 
Spanish executive at tech-
nology company Siemens, 
was among six people 
killed in a helicopter crash 
on Thursday. His wife, 
Merce Camprubi Montal, 
and their three children - 
aged 4, 5, and 11 - also 
died when their chopper 
crashed into the Hudson 
River. The Barcelona-
based family was re-
portedly on a sightseeing 
trip in New York City. 
 The pilot, who also died 
in the crash, has not yet 
been publicly identified. 
 The New York City Fire 
Department received a 
call at around 3:15 pm re-
porting that a Bell 306 
helicopter plunged into 
the river along Manhattan. 
Hours later, Mayor Eric 
Adams confirmed all six 
people on board were 
dead. 
Who was Agustin Esco-
bar? 

Agustin Escobar was the 
chief executive of 
Siemens' Spanish divi-
sion.  
He studied Electrical In-
dustrial Engineering at 
Universidad Pontificia 
Comillas. In 2002, he 
completed an MBA from 
Universidad de Alcala. In 
2005, he also did an Ex-
ecutive MBA in Business 
Administration from IE 
Business School, as per 
his LinkedIn account. 
Mr Escobar worked at 
Siemens for more than 27 
years. He started working 
at the company in 1998 as 
Head of Sales and Project 
Management for Power 
Automation Systems in 
Spain. Over the years, he 
took on bigger roles and 
led several business units, 
winning multiple Siemens 
Country Awards along the 
way. He also worked on 
electric car infrastructure 
projects across Southwest 
Europe. 
In 2010, he moved to New 
York City to handle inter-

UN Warns Israeli Strikes Threaten  
the Survival of Palestinians in Gaza

New delhi 
WUT | Apr . 12 
 
The United Nations has 
raised alarm over the 
intensifying Israeli mil-
itary offensive on Gaza, 
warning that the ongo-
ing airstrikes and 
blockade could jeop-
ardize the continued ex-
istence of Palestinians 
in the enclave. Accord-
ing to the UN Office of 
the High Commissioner 
for Human Rights 
(OHCHR), at least 
three dozen Israeli air-
strikes between mid-
March and early April 
resulted in fatalities that 
were exclusively 
women and 
children.Speaking at a 
press briefing on Fri-
day, OHCHR spokes-
person Ravina 
Shamdasani reported 
that from March 18 to 
April 9, the office doc-
umented 224 Israeli 
strikes targeting res-
idential buildings and 
makeshift shelters 
housing displaced civil-
ians in Gaza.“In some 
36 strikes about which 
the UN Human Rights 
Office corroborated in-

formation, the fatalities 
recorded so far were 
only women and chil-
dren,” Shamdasani 
said, expressing deep 
concern over the nature 
of the targets and the 
civilian toll.The UN’s 
findings come amid a 
renewed Israeli offen-
sive following the col-
lapse of a ceasefire in 
mid-March. Since then, 
more than 1,500 Pales-
tinians have been 
killed, including at least 
15 in the last 24 hours, 
according to Gaza’s 
Health Ministry. 
Among the victims 
were 10 members of a 

single family, including 
seven children, who 
were killed in an Israeli 
airstrike on a home in 
Khan Younis, southern 
Gaza.The conflict has 
also plunged Gaza into 
an unprecedented hu-
manitarian crisis. UN 
Secretary-General An-
tonio Guterres, in a 
statement earlier this 
week, condemned the 
ongoing blockade that 
has prevented aid deliv-
eries into the besieged 
territory.“More than an 
entire month has passed 
without a drop of aid 
into Gaza. No food. No 
fuel. No medicine. No 

commercial supplies,” 
Guterres said. “As aid 
has dried up, the flood-
gates of horror have re-
opened. Gaza is a 
killing field – and civil-
ians are in an endless 
death loop.”Humanitar-
ian conditions have 
deteriorated rapidly ac-
ross Gaza, with civil 
defense teams reporting 
harrowing scenes as 
they rescue survivors 
from under the rubble 
of bombed homes. Al 
Jazeera correspondent 
Tareq Abu Azzoum, re-
porting from Deir el-
Balah in central Gaza, 
described rescuers hear-

ing the cries of children 
and infants trapped be-
neath debris.Shamda-
sani reiterated that 
Palestinians are being 
forcibly confined to 
ever-smaller zones, 
with continued bom-
bardment, obstruction 
of humanitarian aid, 
and increasing pressure 
from Israeli authorities 
to tie assistance to the 
release of captives held 
in Gaza.“The situation 
in Gaza is worse than it 
has ever been before,” 
she told Al Jazeera. 
“We are concerned that 
Israel appears to be in-
flicting on Palestinians 
in Gaza conditions of 
life that are increas-
ingly incompatible with 
their continued exis-
tence as a group.”De-
spite international 
condemnation and calls 
for restraint, Israeli of-
ficials have declared in-
tentions to intensify 
operations and expand 
territorial control in 
southern Gaza. In re-
cent days, the Israeli 
military issued fresh 
evacuation orders as 
part of its ongoing cam-
paign.Meanwhile, the 

United Nations Relief 
and Works Agency 
(UNRWA) reported that 
approximately 400,000 
Palestinians have been 
forcibly displaced since 
the ceasefire collapse 
on March 18. The 
agency warned that 
Gaza is now facing the 
most prolonged block-
ade on humanitarian 
and commercial goods 
since the conflict began 
last year.“They are now 
also enduring by far the 
longest blockage of aid 
and commercial 
supplies since the start 
of the war,” UNRWA 
stated in a post on so-
cial media platform X, 
urgently appealing for 
unrestricted humanitar-
ian access to the en-
clave.As the crisis 
deepens, human rights 
organizations and the 
UN continue to urge the 
international com-
munity to intervene, 
stressing that the lives 
of millions of Palestin-
ians hang in the balance 
amid what they de-
scribe as a growing hu-
manitarian catastrophe.

S Jaishankar Flags Concerns 
Over Growing Weaponisation  

Of Economic Activities

Mumbai 
WUT | Apr . 12 
 
External Affairs Minister 
S Jaishankar on Friday 
flagged concerns over 
growing unpredictability 
in global political and 
economic order, espe-
cially the weaponisation 
of economic activities 
and over-concentration 
of manufacturing. 
 He said India has been 
working closely with 
like-minded partners to 
build resilient and 
trusted partnerships 
which are needed to ad-
dress the country's eco-
nomic interests as well 
as its strategic priorities. 
 The external affairs 
minister made the re-
marks at the India-Italy 
Business, Science and 
Technology Forum. It 
was also attended by 
Italian Deputy Prime 
Minister Antonio Tajani. 
 "We meet today in a fa-
miliar global political 
and economic order, but 
one that is transforming, 
becoming more complex 
and unpredictable," he 
said. 
 "Even as we recover 
from the pandemic, mul-
tiple conflicts in Europe, 
Middle East and Asia, 
we must recognise that 
our supply chains are 
more fragile and our 
maritime shipping more 

disrupted," he said. 
 "Geopolitical competi-
tion has sharpened as 
market shares are lever-
aged and economic ac-
tivities weaponised. 
Indeed, the over-concen-
tration of manufacturing 
and the reliability of 
supply chains have today 
become overriding con-
cerns," he said. 
 The external affairs 
minister said industry 
and governments are 
struggling to keep pace 
with the impact of rapid 
digitalisation and tech-
nological shifts, accentu-
ated by trade barriers 
and export 
controls."Countries ac-
ross the world are under-
standably de-risking by 
building strong political 
and economic partner-
ships, by diversifying 
their manufacturing and 
trade partners, and by in-
vesting in innovation 
and research," he said. 
 "We are both witnessing 
these trends at home," he 
added. 
 S Jaishankar said India 
has been working 
closely with like-minded 
partners to build such re-
silient and trusted part-
nerships in recent years. 
 "For us, Italy ranks high 
in that list. In many sec-
tors, there is a natural 
complementarity that we 
need to exploit," he said. 

"He Is Still...": Amit Shah On K Annamalai 'Being Removed' For AIADMK Alliance
New delhi 
WUT | Apr . 12 
 
Refusing to be drawn 
into the speculation sur-
rounding K Annamalai's 
removal as the Tamil 
Nadu president of the 
BJP, Union Home Minis-
ter and senior party 
leader Amit Shah has 
said Mr Annamalai still 
holds the post. 
 During a press confer-
ence on Friday announc-
ing that the alliance 
between the AIADMK 
and the BJP was being 
renewed, Mr Shah was 
asked about reports of 
Mr Annamalai being re-
moved because Eda-
paddi K Palaniswami did 
not want the tie-up to 
proceed until that hap-

pened. "This is not true 
at all. Mr Annamalai is 
the state president even 
today," a smiling Mr 
Shah said, before point-
ing to the leader, who 
was seated to his left, 
and adding, "That is why 
he is sitting with me".  
 AIADMK Chief Pala-
niswami, who was sit-
ting to Mr Shah's right, 
was smiling all along. 
 Pressed on the Annam-
alai issue again a few 
minutes later and asked 
whether he would be 
given a responsibility at 
the central level, the 
minister said, "Leave a 
few things to our party 
as well. Don't worry 
about my party so much, 
we will run it well." 
 Mr Shah's comments 

came on a day that the 
BJP received only one 
nomination for the post 
of the party's Tamil 
Nadu president - from 
Nainar Nagendran, who 
is the Tirunelveli MLA 
and the current vice-
president - paving the 
way for him being 
elected unopposed. Mr 
Nagendran's name was 
proposed by Mr Annam-
alai and three other sen-
ior leaders, including Mr 

Annamalai's predecessor 
and Union Minister L 
Murugan, and ex-Union 
Minister Pon Radhak-
rishnan. 
 Announcing this, Mr 
Shah wrote on X that Mr 
Annamalai's contribution 
had been "unprece-
dented" and that the BJP 
would leverage his skills 
in the "party's national 
framework"."The Tamil 
Nadu BJP has received a 
nomination for the post 

of state president only 
from Shri @NainarBJP 
Ji. As the President of 
the Tamil Nadu BJP unit, 
Shri @annamalai_k Ji 
has made commendable 
accomplishments. 
Whether it is carrying 
the policies of PM Shri 
@narendramodi Ji to 
people or the programs 
of the party from village 
to village, Annamalai Ji's 
contribution has been 
unprecedented. The BJP 
will leverage Annamalai 
Ji's organisational skills 
in the party's national 
framework," he wrote. 
Condition? 
While the BJP hasn't 
made significant electo-
ral gains in Tamil Nadu 
since Mr Annamalai was 
appointed the chief of 

the state unit in 2021, the 
40-year-old is credited 
with giving it much 
more visibility. 
 Sources had told NDTV 
that when Mr Palanis-
wami met Mr Shah in 
New Delhi last month, 
he had insisted on Mr 
Annamalai's ouster as a 
condition for allying 
with the party again. The 
AIADMK felt the former 
IPS officer, engineer and 
MBA had tried to under-
mine its primacy in the 
state alliance and project 
the BJP and himself as 
the principal opposition 
in Tamil Nadu. The fact 
that he criticised several 
AIADMK leaders only 
added to the reasons that 
the party wanted him 
gone. 

Ayodhya Hotel Staff Allegedly Films  
Woman Bathing In Guest House, Arrested
Ayodhya 
WUT | Apr . 12 
 
A 25-year-old hotel em-
ployee was arrested on 
Friday morning in Ayod-
hya for allegedly filming 
a woman while she was 
bathing in a guest house 
near the Ram temple, po-
lice said. 
 Upon examining his mo-
bile phone, the police 
discovered several objec-
tionable videos of other 
female guests in similar 
situations, according to 
officials. 
 The accused, identified 
as Saurabh Tiwari, a res-
ident of Bahraich district, 
was caught by fellow 
hotel guests at Raja 
Guest House, located 

barely 50 metres from 
Gate No. 3 of the Ram 
temple. 
 The incident occurred 
around 6 am, when a fe-
male devotee from Vara-
nasi noticed a shadow 
and spotted someone 
filming her from above 
through the tin shed roof 
while she was bathing. 
 "She panicked, shouted 
for help and rushed out 
of the bathroom," a po-
lice official said. Other 
male guests staying at 
the hotel heard her cries, 
rushed to the scene and 
managed to catch the ac-
cused. He was then 
handed over to the Ram 
Janmabhoomi police. 
 Upon inspection of the 
accused's phone, the po-

lice said they were 
shocked to find "several 
videos" of women in 
similar situations. 
 According to the com-
plainant, she had arrived 
from Varanasi along with 
four others on Thursday 
to visit the Ram temple 
and had taken two rooms 
at the guest house for the 
night. 
 Circle Officer (Ayod-
hya) Ashutosh Tiwari 
confirmed the arrest. 
 "This is a very serious 
matter. The accused was 
taken into custody as 
soon as the information 
was received. A case has 
been registered and a de-
tailed investigation is un-
derway," he said, adding 
that the hotel premises 

are also being closely ex-
amined. 
 In a parallel devel-
opment, the Ayodhya 
Development Authority 
(ADA) has sealed the 
guest house, citing illegal 
construction. 
 ADA Secretary Satyen-
dra Singh said, "The 
Raja Guest House was 
constructed without any 
approval from the au-
thority and has, there-
fore, been sealed." The 
police said they are con-
tinuing to investigate 
whether more such inci-
dents occurred at the 
same establishment and 
if the videos were shared 
or distributed further. 
 
 

"We Never Negotiate At Gunpoint": 

Piyush Goyal, S Jaishankar 

 Double Down On US

Mumbai 
WUT | Apr . 12 
 
India will never nego-
tiate at gunpoint, nor will 
it hurry into any deal 
over issues that are in the 
interest of its people, 
Commerce Minister Pi-
yush Goyal said after 
Donald Trump's move to 
"pause" the reciprocal 
tariffs Washington had 
imposed on New Delhi 
for a period of 90 days. 
The move was seen as a 
limited window for India 
and the United States to 
speedily conclude a bi-
lateral trade agreement 
that is currently being 
negotiated by both sides. 
 We will always put 
India first and will en-
sure that a deal is final-
ised keeping that 
sentiment in mind, the 
minister said, adding that 
"time constraints" may 
only be seen a motivat-
ing factor. "We never ne-
gotiate at gunpoint. 
Favourable time con-
straints motivate us for 
quicker talks, but till the 
time we are not able to 
secure the interest of our 

country and our people, 
we do not hurry (into 
any deal)," Mr Goyal 
said.Speaking at the 
Italy-India Business, 
Science, and Technology 
Forum, Mr Goyal gave 
an update about how 
India's trade talks are 
progressing with the US, 
the UK, the European 
Union, and several other 
nations globally. "All our 
trade talks are progres-
sing well, in the spirit of 
India First, and to ensure 
our pathway to Viksit 
Bharat by 2047 in the 
Amrit Kaal," he said 
without giving specifics 
of any deal. 
 He however mentioned 
that "Trade talks proceed 
when both sides are sen-
sitive to each other's con-
cerns and requirements." 
 Meanwhile, at another 
forum - the Carnegie 
Global Technology Sum-
mit - External Affairs 
Minister S Jaishankar 
too, spoke about India's 
trade talks with several 
nations and blocs, in-
cluding with the United 
States.
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Dear Reader 

If you are facing any 
problem in your neigh-

borhood or strongly feel 
about any issue,  you 

can write to us. We will 
publish your complaint 
in our columns. Please 
send your complaint to 

editor. 
wtonlinedaily@   

gmail.com 
 Or whatapp us 
@8885610056  

Please mention your 
name,addresses and 
email id. You can also 

share photographs or vi-
deos about the issue. 

The Editor 

RENTING OUR LIVES THE NEW NORM
Hyderabad 
WUT | Apr . 12 
 
For a long time, ownership 
was a defining marker of 
success. You bought your 
music, your movies, your 
car, your home. You built a 
collection, accumulated pos-
sessions, and felt a sense of 
security in knowing that 
what you paid for was yours. 
Today, that paradigm has 
shifted. From entertainment 
to essential services, we in-
creasingly rent access rather 
than own outright. 
  The rise of the subscription 
economy, where everything 
from software and streaming 
content to furniture, cars, and 
even home appliances can be 
rented for a monthly fee, has 
fundamentally altered the 
way we consume. But as we 
embrace this model, we must 
ask if we are truly benefiting, 
or are we surrendering too 
much control over our lives?\ 
  The subscription economy 
is not a new concept, but its 
expansion into nearly every 
facet of modern existence is 
remarkable. Newspapers and 
magazines were among the 
earliest subscription-based 
services, followed by cable 

television and  software li-
censes. However, what was 
once an exception has now 
become the rule. 
 Netflix and Spotify rev-
olutionised entertainment 
consumption by replacing in-
dividual purchases with un-
limited access models. 
Amazon Prime extended the 
model to retail and logistics, 
while SaaS ( Software as a 
Service) turned software 
ownership into a perpetual 
rental agreement. Today, we 
have subscription-based 
clothing, meal kits, fitness 
programmes, cloud storage, 
and even car leases struc-
tured as ‘all-inclusive’ sub-
scriptions. Some companies 
even offer subscription hous-
ing, where tenants pay a sin-
gle fee covering rent, 
utilities, and shared amen-
ities. 
 At face value, this shift is 
appealing. Subscriptions 
offer flexibility, conven-
ience, and often, cost sav-
ings, at least in the short 
term. Why buy an expensive 
software package when you 
can access it for a fraction of 
the cost each month? Why 
own a massive DVD or 
music collection when you 

can stream whatever you 
want on demand? Subscrip-
tions promise a world where 
access trumps ownership, 
where consumers are free 
from the burdens of mainte-
nance, depreciation, and ob-
solescence. 
 Yet, beneath this conven-
ience lies a deeper question. 
Are we relinquishing more 
than we realise? The funda-
mental shift from ownership 
to access means we are per-
petually tied to a system of 
recurring payments, with lit-
tle control over the terms of 
engagement. Consider the 
case of digital media, pur-
chasing a CD or a DVD once 
meant indefinite access to 
your favourite content. Now, 
if Netflix removes a film 
from its library or if Spotify 
loses licensing rights to an 
album, the consumer has no 
recourse. The same logic 
applies to software designers 
and photographers who once 
bought Adobe Photoshop 
outright, must now subscribe 
indefinitely, or lose access to 
their own work. The con-
sumer has moved from being 
a rightful owner to a perpet-
ual renter, at the mercy of 
corporate pricing strategies 

EDITORIAL

IAS Panel to Probe 
Bhoodan Misdeeds at 

Nagaram  

Man ends life fearing police 
 action after wife’s death

ear of a police case reportedly drove a 
man to end his life at Hayathnagar in city 
suburbs on Wednesday.The victim, S Na-

gesh, (25) a resident of Hayathnagar was married 
to S Sirisha (20), nearly a couple of years ago. 
The family lived at Hayathnagar and had an 11 
month old baby.On Tuesday morning, Sirisha, 
due to some family issues hanged herself to the 
ceiling fan in the house and ended her life. A 
case was registered by the Hayathnagar police 
following a complaint made by the father of Si-
risha. The police took into custody Nagesh and 
in the night released him on bail of his relative. 
 On Wednesday morning, Nagesh left his house 
around 6.30 am and went to a private commer-
cial complex at Hayathnagar and jumped from 
the building, said the police. He died on the spot. 
The police registered a case. 
 The police suspect that Nagesh ended his life for 
fear of police arresting him and sending to jail as 
the relatives of his wife had levelled allegations 
and held him responsible for the death of his 
wife. 

he Telangana government has informed the 
High Court that it has constituted a high-level 
committee comprising three senior IAS officers 

to investigate serious allegations of irregularities involv-
ing Bhoodan lands in Nagaram village, located in the 
Maheshwaram mandal of Rangareddy district.The com-
mittee has been tasked with probing discrepancies sur-
rounding 103.22 acres of land falling under Survey Nos. 
181 and 182. The land in question, which is registered 
under the Bhoodan Yagna Board and listed in the Prohib-
itory Register, has reportedly been transferred to private 
individuals in violation of established norms.The three-
member committee includes Navin Mittal, Principal Sec-
retary of the Revenue Department; Raghunandan Rao, 
Secretary of the Agriculture and Cooperation Depart-
ment; and Shashanka, Commissioner for State Flagship 
Projects. According to a memo filed before the High 
Court, the committee has been given three weeks to com-
plete the investigation and submit its findings.During a 
hearing on the matter, the government’s counsel, Katram 
Muralidhar Reddy, informed the Division Bench—com-
prising Acting Chief Justice Sujoy Paul and Justice Re-
nuka Yara—that the state has taken cognizance of the 
issue and is actively working to bring the facts to 
light.The case relates to an appeal involving the alleged 
illegal transfer of approximately 50 acres of Bhoodan 
land to private individuals. Despite the lands being 
clearly classified as Bhoodan properties under the Pro-
hibitory Register—making them ineligible for private 
ownership—pattadar passbooks were reportedly issued 
by the Ranga Reddy district collectorate in 2021. No-
tably, even earlier attempts for a legal succession transfer 
were denied, citing the land's status under the Bhoodan 
Board.Prior to the formation of the committee, Navin 
Mittal had already initiated a preliminary inquiry into the 
matter. As part of the process, notices were served to all 
parties involved, including the alleged buyers of the land.

Three poachers from Andhra  
arrested, country-made  

weapons seized in Kothagudem 
orest officials of Aswaraopet range in the 
district on Wednesday arrested three 
poachers from Andhra Pradesh and seized 

two country-made firearms from their possession. 
  It was said that some people from Kamavaram vil-
lage in Buttaigudem mandal of Eluru district of AP 
came to the Aswaraopet forests with firearms to 
poach wild animals. The locals who spotted them 
near Kantlam village informed forest officials. Ka-
vadigundla section officer, Kantlam beat officer and 
base camp staff rushed to the village and detained 
them; brought them to Aswaraopet forest range of-
fice for questioning. The accused, Karam Ravi, 
Kama Mangababu and Vanjam Naveen confessed to 
the officials that they had come to the Aswaraopet 
forests to poach wildlife. 
 The accused would be booked under relevant forest 
acts and would be produced before the court, offi-
cials said. 
 

Tahawwur Rana sent  
to 18-day NIA custody  

Hyderabad 
WUT | Apr . 11 
 
A Delhi court on Friday 
sent Tahawwur Hussain 
Rana, a key accused in 
the 2008 Mumbai terror 
attacks, to 18 days' cus-
tody of the National In-
vestigation Agency 
(NIA). The order was 
passed by Special NIA 
Judge Chander Jit Singh 
following the agency’s 
plea seeking 20-day 
custody for interroga-
tion.Rana, a 64-year-old 
Canadian businessman 
of Pakistani origin, was 
extradited to India from 
the United States after 
the U.S. Supreme Court 
rejected his review peti-
tion against extradition 
on April 4. He is consid-
ered a close associate of 
David Coleman Head-

ley alias Daood Gilani, 
the Pakistani-American 
who played a central 
role in the planning and 
reconnaissance of the 
Mumbai attacks.Late 
Thursday night, Rana 
was brought to Delhi’s 
Patiala House Court 
amid heavy security. A 
convoy comprising a 
jail van, a SWAT ar-
moured vehicle, and an 
ambulance transported 
him to the court prem-
ises. As a precaution, 
Delhi Police cleared the 
complex of mediaper-
sons and the public 
ahead of his arrival, cit-
ing high-security con-
cerns.According to the 
NIA, Rana’s custodial 
interrogation is essential 
to probe the wider con-
spiracy behind the 
deadly 26/11 attacks, 

which left 166 people 
dead and hundreds in-
jured. The NIA stated 
that it possesses crucial 
evidence, including a 
series of emails, linking 
Rana to the planning 
phase of the terror oper-
ation.The agency in-
formed the court that 
David Headley had de-
tailed the entire opera-
tion to Rana before his 
reconnaissance trips to 
India. Anticipating pos-
sible legal or opera-
tional hurdles, Headley 
had also emailed Rana, 
listing his belongings 
and assets. The NIA 
further submitted that 
Headley had informed 
Rana about the partici-
pation of Pakistani na-
tionals Ilyas Kashmiri 
and Abdur Rehman—
both known operatives 

of terror outfits—who 
were also part of the 
conspiracy.Rana is ac-
cused of collaborating 
with Headley and oper-
atives of Lashkar-e-
Taiba (LeT), 
Harkat-ul-Jihadi Islami 
(HUJI), and other Paki-
stan-based co-conspira-
tors in the execution of 
the Mumbai attacks. On 
November 26, 2008, ten 
LeT terrorists infiltrated 
Mumbai via the Arabian 
Sea and launched co-
ordinated attacks on the 
Chhatrapati Shivaji Ma-
haraj Terminus, Taj 
Mahal Palace Hotel, 
Oberoi Trident Hotel, 
and the Jewish centre 
Nariman House.During 
Friday’s proceedings, 
Judge Chander Jit Singh 
asked Rana if he had 
legal representation. 
Upon his response that 
he did not, the judge ap-
pointed advocate Piyush 
Sachdeva through the 
Delhi Legal Services 
Authority to defend 
him.The NIA was repre-
sented by senior advo-
cate Dayan Krishnan 
and Special Public Pros-
ecutor Narender Mann. 
Further investigation 
into Rana’s role and his 
network of contacts is 
expected to continue 
during the custodial 
period.

F

T

F



BUSSINESS / ENTERTAINMENT 6
Wake Up T  elangana | HYDERABAD | SATURDAY | APRIL 12, 2025

Rajamouli hails Oscars’ new stunt design 
category, elated as RRR still features  

in announcement 

‘Kingdom’: 50 days to go 
for theatrical release 

Hyderabad 
WUT |  Apr .12 
 
Actor Chiranjeevi has shared a 
positive health update about his 
younger brother Pawan Ka-
lyan’s son, Mark Shankar, who 
was recently injured in a fire ac-
cident at his school in Singa-
pore. According to Chiranjeevi, 
Mark has now been discharged 
from the hospital and is recover-
ing well at home. 
 Though the young boy still 

needs time to rest and heal fully, 
Chiranjeevi assured us that his 
condition is steadily improving. 

He expressed confidence that 
with proper care and blessings 
from Lord Hanuman, Mark 
would soon return to normal 
life. 
 Chiranjeevi called it a blessing 
that Mark survived the accident, 
especially on the eve of Hanu-
man Jayanthi. He said divine in-
tervention played a role in 
saving the child from further 
harm. 
 He also thanked everyone who 
had prayed for Mark’s recovery. 

“People from across different 
regions and villages offered 
their prayers and blessings. On 
behalf of Pawan Kalyan and our 
family, I sincerely thank every-
one for their support,” he said. 
 Soon after hearing about the in-
cident, Chiranjeevi and his wife 
Surekha flew to Singapore on 
Tuesday, April 8, to be with 
Pawan Kalyan’s family and 
closely monitor Mark’s treat-
ment and recovery. 
 

‘The Family Man’ Season 3 
likely to release in this month 
Mumbai 
WUT |  Apr . 12 
 
Fans of The Family 
Man have a reason to 
cheer, as the hit Prime 
Video series is set to 
return with Season 3. 
While the official re-
lease date has not 
been announced, re-
ports suggest that the 
new season will likely 
arrive after the IPL 
ends in May 2025. 
  The shooting for the 
new season has al-
ready been completed, 
and the show has now 
entered the stage of 
post-production. Di-
rected by the popular 
duo Raj & DK, the 
series has been one of 
the most successful 
Indian web shows 
since its debut. 

 This time, actor Jai-
deep Ahlawat, best 
known for his role in 
Paatal Lok, will be 
joining the cast. He 
will be seen alongside 
returning actors 
Manoj Bajpayee, Pri-
yamani, Sharib 
Hashmi, Ashlesha 
Thakur, Vedant Sinha 
and Dalip Tahil. 
 According to a report 
by FilmiBeat, Season 
3 will feature a sur-
prising twist that is 
expected to keep 

viewers hooked. The 
makers have not 
shared plot details, 
but the buzz around 
the twist has already 
raised excitement. 
 The Family Man has 
received praise for its 
gripping story, humor 
and strong perform-
ances. With the new 
season almost ready, 
fans can soon look 
forward to another 
thrilling chapter in 
Srikant Tiwari’s jour-
ney. 

Hyderabad 
WUT |  Apr . 12 
 
One of Indian cinema’s iconic di-
rectors S S Rajamouli has whole-
heartedly welcomed the 
Academy’s decision to create a 
new annual award to recognise 
achievement in Stunt Design, say-
ing, he was ecstatic at a new Os-
cars Stunt Design category being 
introduced for films releasing in 
2027. 
 What added to Rajamouli’s joy 
was the fact that the Academy 
chose to use a still from one of his 
films, ‘RRR’, in its announcement 
on the introduction of a new cate-
gory for stunts. 
 The Academy, which put out a 
poster made using three stunt stills 
of films, announced, “Stunts have 
always been part of the magic of 
movies. Now, they’re part of the 
Oscars. 
 “The Academy has created a new 
annual award for Achievement in 
Stunt Design—beginning with the 
100th Oscars in 2028, honoring 
films released in 2027.” 
 Responding to this tweet of The 
Academy, Rajamouli wrote, “At 
last!! After a 100 year wait !!! Ec-
static for the new Oscars stunt de-
sign category for the films 

releasing in 2027! Huge thanks to 
David Leitch, Chris O’Hara, and 
the stunt community for making 
this historic recognition possible, 
and to @TheAcademy, CEO Bill 
Kramer, and President Janet Yang 
for honouring the power of stunt 
work.” 
 He completed the tweet saying, 
“Thrilled to see #RRRMovie’s ac-
tion visual shining in the an-
nouncement!” 
 At present, the director is working 
on a film with Telugu star Mahesh 
Babu that is being tentatively re-
ferred to as #SSMB29. 
 A considerable portion of the 
film, which is being made on a 
lavish budget, was shot at Odisha. 
The film, apart from Mahesh 
Babu, features Priyanka Chopra 
and Prithviraj Sukumaran among 
others. The film, an action adven-
ture with some amount of history 
and mythology, is expected to be 
released in 2027. 

Apple airlifts 600 tons of iPhones from India to beat Trump tariffs: Report  
Hyderabad 
WUT |  Apr . 12 
 
In a major strategic move 
to counter soaring U.S. 
tariffs on Chinese im-
ports, tech giant Apple has 
chartered multiple cargo 
flights to transport over 
600 tons of iPhones — or 
roughly 1.5 million units 
— from India to the 
United States, sources 
told Reuters.The decision 
comes amid heightened 
U.S.-China trade tensions, 
with President Donald 
Trump imposing a steep 
125% tariff on Chinese-
manufactured goods, in-
cluding iPhones. In 
contrast, imports from 
India currently face a 
lower 26% tariff, which 
has been temporarily 

paused under a 90-day ex-
emption that excludes 
China.A source familiar 
with Apple’s operations 
said, “Apple wanted to 
beat the tariff,” emphasiz-
ing the company’s ur-
gency in building up 
inventory ahead of the tar-
iff hike. This effort marks 
a significant shift in 
Apple’s manufacturing 
and logistics strategy as it 
ramps up production out-
side of China and bolsters 
its Indian supply 
chain.According to re-
ports, Apple successfully 
lobbied Indian airport au-
thorities to implement a 
fast-track “green corridor” 
customs clearance process 
at Chennai International 
Airport. The clearance 
time was reduced from 30 

hours to just six, mirror-
ing similar systems used 
in Chinese airports to 
streamline the export of 
Apple products.Since 
March, six chartered 
cargo planes, each with a 
capacity of 100 tons, have 
flown from Chennai to 
major U.S. cities includ-
ing Chicago, Los Angeles, 
New York, and San Fran-
cisco. At an average pack-
aged weight of 350 grams 
per iPhone (including the 
device and charging 
cable), this amounts to an 
estimated 1.5 million 
iPhones being 
shipped.Apple has not 
publicly commented on 
the shipment strategy. 
Neither the company nor 
India’s Ministry of Civil 
Aviation responded to 

Reuters’ requests for com-
ment. All sources spoke 
on condition of anonymity 
due to the confidential na-
ture of the logistics 
strategy and trade discus-
sions.Analysts have 
warned that U.S. iPhone 
prices could see a sharp 
spike if the company con-

tinued to rely heavily on 
Chinese production. Ac-
cording to projections by 
Rosenblatt Securities, a 
top-end iPhone 16 Pro 
Max priced at $1,599 in 
the U.S. would cost over 
$2,300 under the 125% 
Chinese import tariff.To 
meet the increased de-

mand, Apple scaled up 
operations in India by 
adding more workers and 
temporarily extending 
production at the Foxconn 
facility in Chennai to in-
clude Sundays — a tradi-
tional weekly holiday in 
the country. Two ad-
ditional sources con-

firmed that Sunday opera-
tions are now underway at 
the plant, which produced 
20 million iPhones last 
year, including the latest 
iPhone 15 and 16 
models.Apple’s expand-
ing footprint in India is 
part of its broader plan to 
diversify manufacturing 
away from China. The 
company’s key suppliers 
in India — Foxconn and 
Tata — currently operate 
three factories, with two 
more under construction. 
Over the past eight 
months, Apple has 
worked closely with In-
dian authorities to estab-
lish the expedited customs 
clearance infrastructure, 
with strong support from 
the government of Prime 
Minister Narendra 

Modi.Commercial trade 
data indicates a significant 
surge in shipments from 
India. In January 2025, 
Foxconn exports from 
India to the U.S. soared to 
$770 million, followed by 
$643 million in February 
— a sharp jump compared 
to the $110 million to 
$331 million range 
recorded over the preced-
ing four months.As Apple 
accelerates its India push, 
analysts say the country is 
emerging as a vital node 
in the company’s global 
supply chain, especially 
as geopolitical uncer-
tainties continue to 
threaten trade relations 
between the U.S. and 
China.Foxconn declined 
to comment on the devel-
opments.

Hyderabad 
WUT |  Apr . 12 
 
 In a landmark initiative 
to reduce neonatal mor-
tality and improve in-
fant health outcomes, 
Pegasystems Inc. (NAS-
DAQ: PEGA), in col-
laboration with the 
Sushena Health Founda-
tion, inaugurated the 
Dhaatri Comprehensive 
Lactation Management 
Centre (CLMC) and 
Mothers’ Milk Bank at 
the Government Gen-
eral Hospital, Mahabub-
nagar. 
 The facility, launched 
under Pegasystems’ 
Corporate Social Re-
sponsibility (CSR) pro-

gram and driven by its 
internal volunteer group 
“Prayas,” aims to pro-
vide life-saving donor 
milk to vulnerable new-
borns. Pegasystems 
serves as the knowledge 
and implementation 
partner, while the Sus-
hena Health Foundation 

leads public healthcare 
outreach efforts across 
India. 
 The milk bank is part 
of the Ministry of 
Health and Family Wel-
fare’s Mothers' Absolute 
Affection (MAA) initia-
tive and aligns with Po-
shan Abhiyan under the 

Ministry of Women and 
Child Development. 
The facility offers a 
complete suite of serv-
ices including milk ex-
pression support, safe 
storage, pasteurization, 
and dispensing of donor 
human milk. 
 The project addresses 
critical issues identified 
by the National Health 
Systems Resource Cen-
tre (NHSRC), including 
neonatal deaths caused 
by prematurity, low 
birth weight, and infec-
tions. It supports the 
RMNCAH+N strategy 
aimed at improving ma-
ternal and child 
health.Deepak Viswes-
waraiah, SVP & MD of 

Pegasystems India, em-
phasized the need for 
compassion-driven tech-
nology, stating, “No 
child should be denied 
nourishment.  
 This initiative is a step 
toward giving every 
newborn an equal start 
in life.”Dr. Santhosh 
Kraleti, Founder of Sus-
hena Health Foundation, 
noted, “This collabo-
ration is a significant 
stride toward equitable 
public healthcare and 
neonatal nutrition in Te-
langana.”The inaugura-
tion was attended by 
healthcare profes-
sionals, policymakers, 
and community leaders.

Mumbai 
WUT |  Apr . 12 
 
The much-anticipated film 
Kingdom is officially set to 
hit theaters on May 30, 
2025, and the countdown 
has officially begun. The 
makers of the film recently 
unveiled a striking official 
poster, announcing that the 
film will arrive on the big 
screens in just 50 days, 
building excitement among 
fans and moviegoers 
alike.Starring Vijay Devera-
konda in the lead, Kingdom 
marks a significant mile-
stone in his career as his 
12th film. Joining him in 
prominent roles are Bha-
gyashri Borse and Satyadev, 
with their performances ex-
pected to add depth and 

drama to the narrative. 
While the makers have yet 
to reveal details about the 
rest of the ensemble cast and 
technical crew, the early an-
nouncements have already 
created a strong buzz across 
social media and the Telugu 
film industry.The film is 
being helmed by acclaimed 
director Gautham Tinnanuri, 
best known for his emo-
tionally resonant sports 
drama Jersey. With King-
dom, Tinnanuri is expected 
to deliver yet another com-
pelling story, this time po-
tentially set in a 
larger-than-life world that 
blends action, drama, and 
human emotion.Kingdom is 
being produced by Suryade-
vara Naga Vamsi and Soun-
janya.

Chiranjeevi shares health update on Pawan Kalyan’s son Mark Shankar 

Dhaatri Milk Bank Launched in Telangana

Pawan Kalyan’s “Hari Hara Veera 
Mallu” to release on this date 
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Powerstar Pawan Ka-
lyan’s much-anticipated 
period action epic Hari 
Hara Veera Mallu is all 
set for a grand worldwide 
release on May 9, 2025. 
The film will hit screens 
in Telugu, Tamil, Mala-
yalam, Kannada, and 
Hindi, making it a true 
pan-India spectacle.Cur-
rently in its final leg of 
production, the team is 
working at full throttle to 
wrap up dubbing, re-
recording, and VFX. Di-
rector A. M. Jyothi 
Krishna is overseeing 
every stage of post-pro-
duction to ensure a high-
quality output and timely 
release.Set against a his-
toric backdrop, Hari Hara 
Veera Mallu tells the 
gripping tale of Veera 
Mallu, a daring outlaw 
who sets out on a bold 
mission to steal the Koh-

i-Noor diamond from the 
Mughals. The film prom-
ises a potent blend of in-
tense action, deep 
emotions, and a compel-
ling narrative of 
justice.Pawan Kalyan 
leads the cast in the titu-
lar role, while Bobby 
Deol takes on the role of 
a Mughal emperor. The 
star-studded lineup also 
includes Nidhhi Agerwal, 
Satyaraj, and Jisshu Sen-
gupta in pivotal roles.The 
film’s music is composed 
by Oscar-winner M. M. 
Keeravani, ensuring a 

powerful and soulful 
score. Manoj Parama-
hamsa handles the cine-
matography, while 
renowned production de-
signer Thota Tharani 
takes charge of art direc-
tion, promising grand vi-
suals and authentic 
period settings.Produced 
by A. Dayakar Rao and 
presented by A. M. Rath-
nam under the banner of 
Mega Surya Productions, 
Hari Hara Veera Mallu is 
gearing up to be one of 
the biggest cinematic 
events of 2025.
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CITY CLICKS
No concern with Maxwell’s 
form, says Punjab Kings 
batter Nehal Wadhera 

Virat Kohli Becomes First Player in  
IPL History to Smash 1,000 Boundaries

Motivation comes from 
within, says Sunrisers head 

coach Daniel Vettori 

Chennai suffers a humiliating  
eight-wicket defeat to KKR at home

unjab Kings key batter Nehal Wadhera 
said there were no concerns about the 
indifferent form of the star all-rounder 

Glen Maxwell. 
 In the pre-match briefing on the eve of the IPL 
league match against Sunrisers Hyderabad here 
on Friday, Wadhera said the way he batted he 
was looking very good and hopefully would see 
some good innings come from him soon. 
 On the team’s mood, Wadhera said that the ca-
maraderie between the boys and the coaches 
was very, very good. “I think it’s a very healthy 
relationship which is being built in this team. So 
I think everyone is supporting each other which 
is very much necessary in a tournament like 
IPL,” he said. 
 “And, even if someone has a bad day still there 
is everyone backing him on that day. I think 
these are the basic things which actually help a 
team build stronger and help you win more 
games in tournaments like IPL,” Wadhera said. 
 Reflecting on the poor run of SRH, Wadhera 
said their job was to do well with bat and ball. 
“We just want to bat and bowl the best way we 
can. SRH, as we all know, is a very dangerous 
side and we are not taking the game lightly,” he 
said. 
 “Yes, we are really looking forward to beating 
them here at home ground. I don’t think toss 
matters much on this pitch,” Wadhera signed 
off. 

Sunrisers Hyderabad head coach Daniel Vettori 
says normally the motivation in tough situations 
comes from within and it’s around one’s own indi-
vidual performances. 

  Speaking to media on the eve of the IPL league match 
against Punjab Kings here on Friday, Vettori said that if 
one looked at the entire squad, they’re all exceptional 
players in their own right. 
 “So, they all take pride in their individual performances. 
And, think that’s what you all see,” he said. 
 “The challenge for us is getting one or two guys to really 
stand up and deliver, and then the rest of the team being 
able to complement that,” Vettori said. “I think you have to 
give other teams credit. I think right from after the auction 
it looked like there were ten exceptionally good teams in 
the IPL. The distribution of talent was probably more 
spread evenly than it has been in the past,” he said. “I think 
when you know the reputation of the surface and our bats-
men, then the burden is on the opposition bowling to really 
turn up and understand what they need to do,” Vettori said.   
 “I think you guys identified it around how teams are ex-
ecuting plans against us and being very specific, and 
they’ve done a great job in that,” he said to a query. “Un-
fortunately we’ve sort of seen a few of those ebbs at the 
moment within the group, but I still back that talent, I still 
back that skill level of all those guys to come good,” Vet-
tori said. 

P
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Chennai Super Kings 
(CSK) faced a crush-
ing eight-wicket de-
feat at the hands of 
Kolkata Knight 
Riders (KKR) on Fri-
day, marking a histo-
ric low for the 
five-time Indian Pre-
mier League (IPL) 
champions. 
  In what was their 
third consecutive loss 
at the iconic Chepauk 
Stadium — a first in 
their illustrious IPL 
history — CSK’s 
woes continued to 
mount with this 
being their fifth de-
feat in a row this sea-
son.With regular 
skipper Ruturaj Gaik-
wad ruled out for the 
remainder of the 
tournament due to in-
jury, the legendary 
MS Dhoni stepped in 
to lead the side.  
 However, the emo-
tional homecoming 
for Dhoni turned into 
a forgettable outing, 
as he managed just 

one run off four de-
liveries before falling 
LBW to Sunil Narine 
in the 16th over.In-
vited to bat first, 
CSK's batting unit 
collapsed under pres-
sure, managing a dis-
mal 103 for nine — 
their lowest-ever 
total at the Chepauk 
and the third-lowest 
in franchise history.   
 It was also the lo-
west team total 
recorded in this 
edition of the IPL so 
far. The team strug-
gled from the outset, 
managing just nine 
boundaries in the en-

tire innings.Sunil 
Narine led the KKR 
bowling attack with a 
stellar 3/13, while 
Harshit Rana and 
Varun Chakaravarthy 
chipped in with two 
wickets apiece. 
CSK’s innings was 
propped up only by 
Shivam Dube’s un-
beaten 31 off 29 balls 
and a fortunate 29-
run knock from Vijay 
Shankar.  
 The hosts lost two 
wickets in the power-
play, scoring just 31 
— the second-lowest 
powerplay total by 
any team this sea-

son.Vijay Shankar, 
who was dropped on 
a sitter by Narine 
during the fifth over, 
added some brief re-
sistance before being 
dismissed in the 10th 
over.  
 Following his depar-
ture, the middle and 
lower order crum-
bled. Rahul Tripathi 
(22), Ravichandran 
Ashwin (1), Ravindra 
Jadeja (0), and 
Deepak Hooda (0) 
fell in quick succes-
sion, leaving CSK 
reeling at 72 for 
7.Dhoni’s entry in the 
15th over briefly 

lifted the spirits of 
the Chepauk crowd, 
but his quick dis-
missal further damp-
ened hopes.  
 A DRS appeal for 
bat-pad contact failed 
to overturn the LBW 
decision against Nar-
ine, and the writing 
was on the wall. CSK 
limped past the 100-
run mark in the final 
overs, thanks largely 
to Dube’s resistance. 
 In reply, KKR made 
light work of the 
modest target. Chas-
ing 104, they romped 
home in just 10.1 
overs, led by an ex-

plosive 44 off 18 
balls from Sunil Nar-
ine, who smashed 
two fours and five 
sixes. Narine began 
the chase in style 
with a six off Khaleel 
Ahmed, while Quin-
ton de Kock (23) and 
captain Ajinkya Ra-
hane (20*) provided 
stable support. Rinku 
Singh (15* off 12) 
sealed the win with a 
six off Jadeja in the 
11th over.The win 
was a complete team 
effort for Kolkata, 
who dominated in all 
departments.  
 For CSK, this loss 
has raised serious 
concerns about their 
campaign as the side 
looks to regroup 
amidst a string of dis-
appointing perform-
ances and 
injuries.The Chepauk 
fortress, once consid-
ered impenetrable, 
stood breached again 
— and perhaps for 
the first time, the 
famed yellow brigade 
was left stunned in 
silence.
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In a monumental mo-
ment for Indian Pre-
mier League (IPL) 
cricket, Royal Chal-
lengers Bengaluru’s 
(RCB) star batter Virat 
Kohli has added 
another illustrious 
milestone to his name. 
During the IPL 2025 
match between RCB 
and Delhi Capitals, 
held at the iconic M 
Chinnaswamy Stadium 
in Bengaluru on Thurs-
day, Kohli became the 
first player in the his-
tory of the tournament 
to hit a staggering 
1,000 boundaries — a 
feat unmatched by any 
other player across all 
seasons of the 
league.This historic 
achievement comes as 
a result of Kohli’s phe-
nomenal consistency 
and brilliance with the 
bat over 18 consecu-
tive IPL seasons. 
  His 1,000 boundary 
tally is a combination 
of 721 fours and 279 
sixes, showcasing his 
incredible versatility in 
shot selection — from 
classical cover drives 
to towering hits over 
the fence. With this, he 
not only cements his 
place as the batter with 
the most number of 

fours in IPL history but 
also ranks third in the 
list of most sixes, just 
behind two of the 
game’s most destruc-
tive hitters: Chris 
Gayle, who has 357 
sixes to his name, and 
Rohit Sharma, who has 
hit 282 
maximums.Kohli's 
milestone came amidst 
a challenging game for 
RCB.  
 In the match against 
Delhi Capitals, he 
managed to score 22 
runs, which included 2 
sixes and 1 four. De-
spite a promising start 
by the RCB top order, 
the team was restricted 
to a total of 163 runs in 
their 20 overs, owing 
to disciplined bowling 
by the Delhi side in the 
latter half of the in-
nings.Delhi Capitals, 
led by an exceptional 
batting display from 
KL Rahul, chased 
down the target with 
ease.  
 Rahul played a com-
manding innings, scor-
ing an unbeaten 93 
runs, guiding his team 
to victory in just 17.5 
overs. His knock 
proved to be the 
match-winning per-
formance and left the 
RCB camp with much 
to reflect on as they 
faced their second loss 

of the season. 
 Following this match, 
Royal Challengers 
Bengaluru now sit at 
the third position on 
the points table, having 
won three out of their 
five matches so far in 
the 2025 IPL season.  
 The team has shown 
flashes of brilliance 
but is still seeking con-
sistency, especially 
from the middle order 
and the bowling unit in 
death overs. Kohli, de-
spite the modest score 
in the latest game, con-
tinues to be the pillar 
of the team’s batting 
lineup and the focal 
point of the franchise's 
campaign.As RCB 
prepares to take on the 
Rajasthan Royals in 
their next match 
scheduled for Sunday, 
the spotlight will re-
main on Kohli, who 
not only leads the bat-
ting charts for bound-
aries but also 
continues to inspire 
millions with his com-
mitment, work ethic, 
and hunger for records.  
 With the tournament 
still in its early stages, 
fans and cricket ana-
lysts alike are eager to 
see how many more 
records the legendary 
batter will break as he 
continues his incred-
ible journey in the 

IPL.The milestone of 
1,000 boundaries is 
more than just a 
number — it is a testa-
ment to Kohli’s endur-

ing dominance, adapt-
ability, and his un-
matched contribution 
to the league that has 
helped shape the IPL 

into one of the most 
thrilling cricket spec-
tacles in the world.

S

HPRC President R. Chaitania Kumar presents the Best Sports 
Photographer Award to Mohd Waheed Uddin during the 
World Arena Polo Championship 2025. Also present on the 
occasion were HPRC Secretary (Admin) Reaz Ahmed and 
HPRC Vice President Sai Vijender Singh.
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hief Minister A. Re-
vanth Reddy has di-
rected officials to 
prepare a Detailed Proj-
ect Report (DPR) to ex-
tend Hyderabad Metro 
Rail services up to the 
proposed Future City, 
including a 40-km new 
corridor from the air-
port to Young India 
Skill Development Uni-
versity. 
 During a high-level re-
view meeting at the 
Command Control Cen-
tre, the Chief Minister 
assessed the expansion 
of metro rail services to 
the city's outskirts. He 
was informed that ap-

provals from the Cen-
tral government for 
Phase-II of the Hydera-
bad Metro Rail project 
were still pending. Offi-
cials are currently in 
consultation with the 
Centre in Delhi. Re-
vanth Reddy instructed 
officials to prepare pro-
posals for extending 
metro connectivity up 

to Mir Khanpet, consid-
ering the future infras-
tructure demands of the 
30,000-acre Future City 
being developed on the 
city’s outskirts. The 
Hyderabad Metropol-
itan Development Au-
thority (HMDA) and 
the Future City Devel-
opment Authority will 
jointly oversee this 

metro expansion. 
 The Chief Minister 
also reviewed the pro-
gress of Phase-II of the 
Hyderabad Metro Rail 
project, which proposes 
76.4 km of additional 
routes at an estimated 
cost of Rs 24,269 crore. 
The DPR for this ex-
pansion has already 
been submitted to the 
Centre. The project is 
planned as a joint ven-
ture between the Cen-
tral and State 
governments. 
 Revanth Reddy in-
structed officials to 
begin works immedi-
ately after receiving 
necessary approvals 
from the Centre.

Massive statewide flash protests  
erupt against Waqf Amendment Act  

CM Revanth directs metro rail extension to Future  
City; DPR for new 40-km corridor proposed 
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In a major escalation 
against the Waqf Amend-
ment Act, thousands of 
Muslims staged flash pro-
tests outside mosques ac-
ross Telangana following 
Friday prayers, responding 
to a call by the Muslim 
Joint Action Committee 
(JAC) of Telangana and 
Andhra Pradesh, led by 
Tahreek Muslim Shabban. 
 JAC Convener and 
Tahreek Muslim Shabban 
President Mohammed 
Mushtaq Malik stated that 
protests were reported 
from all major districts, in-
cluding Warangal, Karim-
nagar, Mahabubnagar, 
Jagtial, Armoor, Nizama-
bad, Nalgonda, and Kham-
mam, as well as from 
various towns and villages. 
Demonstrators carried pla-
cards demanding an imme-
diate rollback of the Waqf 
Amendment Act, which 
they claim threatens con-
stitutional rights and the 
religious autonomy of 
Muslims. 
 In Hyderabad, protests 

took place at several prom-
inent locations including 
Mecca Masjid, Royal 
Mosque (Public Gardens), 
Jamia Masjid Darul Shifa, 
Reti Ki Masjid (Yakut-
pura), Masjid-e-Salahud-
din (Moghalpura), 
Bahadurpura, Mehdipat-

nam, Asif Nagar, and Vija-
yanagar Colony, with simi-
lar demonstrations 
witnessed across Secunder-
abad. 
 Addressing the media, 
Mushtaq Malik warned 
that the community’s anger 
is growing and will culmi-

nate in a massive public 
gathering—‘Telangana 
March to Rollback Waqf 
Amendment Act-2025’—
scheduled for April 26 at 
Dharna Chowk, Hydera-
bad, beginning at 2:00 PM. 
He described the amend-
ment as a direct threat to 

the religious, cultural, and 
institutional existence of 
the Muslim community, 
cautioning that inaction 
could lead to the loss of 
Waqf properties including 
mosques, dargahs, Eid-
gahs, graveyards, and ma-
drasas. 
 Malik called upon secular 
and democratic forces to 
join the movement, stress-
ing that the issue tran-
scends religious lines and 
is a fight for constitutional 
protection of minority 
rights. He asserted that the 
upcoming rally would sur-
pass the scale of the anti-
CAA and NRC protests of 
2019. 
 Several political figures 
including TPCC’s Syed 
Nizamuddin, MBT’s Am-
jedullah Khan Khaled, 
former Minorities Finance 
Corporation Chairman 
Akbar Hussain, BRS 
leaders, and members of 
civil society have extended 
support. Weekly symbolic 
protests, featuring black 
ribbons and flags, will con-
tinue every Friday in the 
lead-up to the April 26 
march.

We Will Fight Until Phule’s Statue is  
Installed in Assembly Premises: Kavitha
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BRS MLC and Telan-
gana Jagruti President 
Kalvakuntla Kavitha 
welcomed the govern-
ment's decision to install 
a statue of Mahatma 
Jyotirao Phule, calling it 
a victory for the united 
efforts of Telangana Jag-
ruti, United Phule Front, 
and BC associations. 
Marking Phule’s birth 
anniversary, she paid 
tributes at Karwan Chau-
rasta and reiterated their 
demand to install his 
statue in the Assembly 
premises. 
 Kavitha emphasized 
that the struggle would 
continue until the statue 
is installed. Drawing 

parallels to their earlier 
fight for Dr. BR Ambed-
kar’s statue, she said Te-
langana Jagruti remains 
committed to fighting 
for social justice. She 
also warned that the re-
cently passed bill for 
42% BC reservation is 
only a step forward, not 
the final victory. 

 Kavitha urged the state 
government to lead an 
all-party delegation to 
Delhi to push for Pres-
idential assent, without 
which the reservation 
cannot be implemented. 
She also called for the 
immediate release of de-
tailed caste census data, 
alleging irregularities in 

data collection. 
 Later, she met CPM 
State Secretary John 
Wesley, who extended 
full support for the 
cause, emphasizing the 
importance of fighting 
caste inequalities. He 
also demanded that both 
state and central govern-
ments disclose caste cen-
sus details and push for a 
nationwide caste census. 
 Telangana Jagruti 
leaders Naveen Acharya, 
Gattu Ramchander, 
Bolla Siva Shankar, and 
others participated in the 
program, pledging to 
continue the fight for BC 
empowerment and the 
rightful place of Ma-
hatma Phule in the As-
sembly as a symbol of 
social justice. 

GHMC collects record Rs 2,000 crore in property 
 tax; targets Rs 3,000 crore for current fiscal 
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Greater Hyderabad Mu-
nicipal Corporation 
(GHMC) Commissioner 
E. V. Elamarthi on Thurs-
day announced that the 
civic body collected over 
Rs 2,000 crore in property 
tax during the last finan-
cial year - a record 
achievement for the city. 
 Speaking at a felicitation 
ceremony held at Banjara 
Bhavan in Banjara Hills, 
the Commissioner praised 
the efforts of the Revenue 
Department, including tax 

inspectors and bill collec-
tors. He also expressed 
gratitude to property 
owners for their timely 
tax payments. 
 Elamarthi assured that 
every rupee collected 
through property tax will 
be spent carefully on de-
velopmental works across 
the city. He said GHMC’s 
revenue would be exclu-
sively used to improve 
civic infrastructure and 

services. 
 To further streamline tax-
related services, the Com-
missioner announced that 
all property tax issues will 
be resolved through an 
online system within six 
months. He also high-
lighted the ongoing GIS 
survey, which has so far 
covered nine lakh proper-
ties, and is expected to 
significantly boost prop-
erty tax collections. 
 For the current financial 
year, GHMC has set a tar-
get of Rs 3,000 crore in 
property tax revenue.

Chief Minister A Revanth Reddy inspected a site for installation of Mahatma Jyothirao Phule’s 
statue at Necklace Road -IMAX here on Friday.

Cyberabad Police recover 1,060 mobile phones worth Rs 3.18 lakh in 45 days 
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The Cyberabad Police 
have recovered a total of 
1,060 mobile phones 
worth Rs 3.18 crore, 
which were either stolen 
or lost in the last 45 days. 
 The phones were recov-
ered by the law and order 
police and other wings 

using the Central Equip-
ment Identity Register 
(CEIR) portal. The re-
covered phones were 
handed over to their 
owners at an event held 
at the Cyberabad Police 
Commissionerate on 
Thursday. 
 DCP (Crimes) LC Naik 
highlighted how impor-
tant were mobile phones 

in today’s time and they 
can be misused if fallen 
into the hands of thieves. 
“Despite many people 
being educated, few are 
aware of how to prevent 
stolen mobiles from 
being misused. Installing 
CCTV cameras in your 
colonies and community 
areas is highly beneficial 
for ensuring safety and 

security,” Naik said. 
 He urged the citizens to 
report lost mobile phones 
either at their nearest po-
lice station or directly 
through the CEIR portal, 
which is accessible on-
line across all States and 
Union Territories. “Using 
the CEIR portal helps 
prevent the misuse of 
stolen phones and facili-

tates their swift recov-
ery,” the DCP added. 
 While 245 phones were 
recovered from Madha-
pur zone, 225 were re-
covered from Balanagar, 
200 from Medchal, 205 
from Rajendranagar and 
185 from Shamshabad 
zone. 
 The mobile phone 
owners expressed their 

happiness and thanked 
the police for their 
prompt and efficient ac-
tion. One of them sharing 
her experience said, “I 
lost my mobile phone 
when I went to Kukat-
pally market for shop-
ping. I thought I would 
never get it back. I re-
ported the loss at the nea-
rest police station.

KTR Alleges ₹10,000 Cr Land Scam  
Involving CM, BJP MP; ICICI Denies Loan
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Chief Minister A Revanth 
Reddy inspected a site 
for installation of Ma-
hatma Jyothirao Phule’s 
statue at Necklace Road -
IMAX here on Friday. 
 The Chief Minister was 
accompanied by Deputy 
Chief Minister Mallu 
Bhatti Vikramarka, 
TPCC president Mahesh 
Kumar Goud, MP Anil 
Kumar Yadav, MLAs and 
others.    After the inspec-

tion, the Chief Minister 
instructed the officials to 
conduct a survey at the 
site and submit a detailed 
report along with a plan. 
The officials were asked 
to prepare the plans in a 
way to ensure that no 
traffic and other issues 
arise. 
 Earlier, he CM paid trib-
utes Mahatma Jyotiba 
Phule’s statue at Amber-
pet on the occasion of the 
social reformist’s birth 
anniversary. 
 

CM Revanth inspects Necklace Road site for Jyotirao Phule Statue installation 
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In a major political twist, 
BRS working president K. 
T. Rama Rao on Friday 
accused Chief Minister A. 
Revanth Reddy of orches-
trating a Rs 10,000 crore 
financial fraud involving 
400 acres of disputed land 
in Kancha Gachibowli, 
Hyderabad. He alleged 
that the Telangana gov-
ernment, in collusion with 
a BJP MP, facilitated a 
fraudulent loan from 
ICICI Bank by falsely 
claiming the land be-
longed to the Telangana 
State Industrial Infrastruc-
ture Corporation (TSIIC). 
 KTR claimed the state 
government used a broker 
firm, Trust Investment 
Advisor Pvt. Ltd., which 
was paid Rs 169 crore 
commission, to secure the 
loan. Another entity, Bea-
con Trusteeship, was al-
legedly used as a front. 
He also questioned the 
drastic drop in land val-
uation—from Rs 30,000 
crore in June 2024 to Rs 

16,640 crore in the open 
market—calling it a delib-
erate attempt to benefit 
CM Revanth Reddy’s as-
sociates. 
 He demanded an inquiry 
by the RBI, Serious Fraud 
Investigation Office 
(SFIO), and other central 
agencies, warning of a 
BJP-Congress nexus be-
hind the deal. KTR also 
accused the government 
of violating the FRBM 
norms and diverting the 
funds meant for welfare 
schemes. 

 However, ICICI Bank de-
nied the allegations, stat-
ing, “We have not 
provided any mortgage 
loan to TSIIC, and no 
land has been mortgaged. 
We only acted as an ac-
count bank for bond pro-
ceeds and interest 
servicing.” 
 KTR insisted that the 
deal's irregularities war-
rant immediate investiga-
tion and accountability 
from both the state and 
central governments. 
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