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Brief Insights

Godavari
‘Flood Waters’
An illusion,

Says Expert

The proposal for Andhra
Pradesh’s Godavari-Bana-
kacharla link scheme is
based on “imaginary”
claims of non-existent
concept of ‘flood waters’
in the Godavari river, and
“illusionary” assertions
about copious amounts of
the river’s water going
waste into the sea, accord-
ing to Sriram Vedire,
former adviser to the
ministry of jal shakti. He
said that even the claims
of around 3,000 tmc ft of
the so-called ‘flood
waters’ going into the Bay
of Bengal from Godavari
each year had no leg to

stand on as CONT:P4

34 Indian Fish-
ermen From West
Bengal Held In
Bangladesh

34 Indian fishermen in two
trawlers from West Bengal
have been detained by the
Bangladesh Navy on Mon-
day evening after they alleg-
edly crossed the international
maritime boundary line
(IMBL) in the Bay of Bengal
and entered the territorial
waters of the neighbouring
country. They, after deten-
tion, were taken to Mongla
Port and were later handed
over to the Mongla police
station along with their fish-
ing boats, Jhor and Mongol
Chandi- 38. Some fish were
reportedly recovered from
their trawlers also. The Ban-
gladesh authorities have ini-
tiated legal proceedings
against them.The group had
sailed in the two vessels for
fishing in the sea along the
Sundarban delta from
Nambkhana at Kakdwip in
South 24 Parganas a few
days ago, according to Sun-
darban Samudrik Matsajibi
Shramik Union secretary
Satinath Patra. Monsoon is
the prime time to net deli-
cious Hilsa fish which are
found in abundance in the
Bangladeshi waters.
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KTR Blames Revanth Reddy for
Student Deaths, Food Poisoning
in Telangana Hostels:

Télngana Bags 33.28 Lakh Cr
Investments in 18 Months: CM

Lakhs of Acres of Government Land Mysteriously Vanish in Telangana; No Progress on

Forensic Audit Even After 19 Months

Hyderabad
WUT | July. 16

Telangana has attracted in-
vestments worth 33.28
lakh crore since December
2023, Chief Minister A.
Revanth Reddy announced
on Tuesday. Speaking at
the foundation-laying cere-
mony of ICHOR Biologics'
new facility at Genome
Valley, Shamirpet, the
Chief Minister credited his
government’s progressive
industrial policies and in-
frastructure development
for the surge in investor in-
terest.

Highlighting Telangana’s
strategic alignment with
the global “China Plus
One” policy, Revanth
Reddy said his government
is striving to make the state
the top investment destina-
tion in India. “The entire
world, after the COVID-19
pandemic, is shifting
supply chains. We want Te-
langana and Hyderabad to

be their first choice,” he
stated. He assured robust
government support, in-
cluding incentives, stream-
lined clearances, and
proactive policy facilita-
tion for industries such as
pharmaceuticals, electric
vehicles, and IT.

The Chief Minister also
revealed plans to launch
the ‘TelanganaRising 2047’
vision document on De-
cember 9, to mark the sec-
ond anniversary of his
government. The document
outlines an ambitious road-
map to transform Telan-
gana into a $1 trillion
economy by 2035 and a $3

trillion economy by
2047—aiming to contrib-
ute 10 percent to India's
national target of becoming
a $30 trillion economy.
Continuing policies from
earlier Telugu Desam,
Congress, and BRS-led ad-
ministrations, the current
government is enhancing
Telangana’s industrial pol-
icies for greater impact,
Revanth said. He empha-
sized Hyderabad’s Genome
Valley as a pivotal biotech
hub, calling it the “vaccine
and bulk drugs capital of
the world.”

“Hyderabad produces
around 33% of India’s vac-

cines and 43% of its bulk
drugs,” he noted. “During
the pandemic, Genome
Valley exported vaccines
across the world, playing a
key global role.”

Revanth Reddy reiterated
that the state’s focus re-
mains on simplifying pol-
icies and ensuring global
competitiveness. “Our pol-
icies will not only be in-
vestor-friendly but
futuristic and aligned with
global benchmarks,” he
said.

He also projected Hydera-
bad as an emerging “Data
City,” leveraging digital
transformation and innova-
tion to attract data-driven
industries in the coming
years. The event was at-
tended by Telangana IT
and Industries Minister D.
Sridhar Babu, Labour and
Mines Minister Vivek
Venkataswamy, senior bu-
reaucrats, and top industry
representatives.

Trump Reiterates Claim of Ending India-Pak Conflict

New delhi
WUT | July. 16

US President Donald
Trump reiterated his claim
on Monday (local time)
that he stopped the escala-
tion of the recent India-Pa-
kistan conflict after the
Pahalgam terror attack.
Trump made these remarks
during his meeting with
the Secretary General of
NATO, Mark Rutte. "We
have been very successful
in settling wars, India, Pa-
kistan... India, by the way,
Pakistan would have been
a nuclear war within
another week, the way that
was going. It was going
very badly," Trump
stated.He pointed to his

strategy of using trade as
leverage, stating, "We did
that through trade. I said,
we are not going to talk to
you about trade, unless
you get this thing settled,
and they did." In June,
Trump told reporters on
Air Force One, "You
know, I did something that
people don't talk about,
and I don't talk about very
much, but we solved a big
problem, a nuclear prob-
lem potentially with India

and with Pakistan."

"I spoke to Pakistan, I
spoke to India, they have
really great leaders, but
they were going at it, and
they could have gone at it
nuclear," he added. Trump
has repeatedly claimed
credit for stopping hostil-
ities between India and Pa-
kistan after New Delhi's
effective response to Is-
lamabad's aggression fol-
lowing precision strikes on
terror infrastructure. Ho-
wever, India refuted the
claims made by the US
President, reiterating its
policy that India and Paki-
stan bilaterally address any
matter related to the Union
territory of Jammu and
Kashmir.

"As you are aware, we
have a long-standing na-
tional position that any is-
sues pertaining to the
Union territory of Jammu
and Kashmir have to be
addressed by India and Pa-
kistan bilaterally. That
stated policy has not
changed. As you are
aware, the outstanding
matter is the vacation of il-
legally occupied Indian
Territory by Pakistan," the
Ministry of External Af-
fairs stated. The MEA
further stated that the
"issue of trade" did not
come up between Indian
and US leaders since the
commencement of 'Opera-
tion Sindoor' and the ces-
sation of hostilities.
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Shubhanshu Shukla Retums
After Historic ISS Mission

Gp Capt. Shubhanshu Shukla Returns Safely After Historic

ISS Mission, Paving Way for India's Gaganyaan

New delhi
WUT | July. 16

Group Captain Shubhan-
shu Shukla, India’s first
astronaut to visit the Inter-
national Space Station
(ISS), returned safely to
Earth after an 18-day mis-
sion, marking a signifi-
cant step forward in the
country’s human space-
flight ambitions. His
spacecraft, ‘Grace’, made
a successful splashdown
in the Pacific Ocean off
the California coast at
3:01 pm IST (2:31 am
Pacific Time) after a 22-
hour journey and a dra-
matic atmospheric
re-entry.

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi called the achieve-
ment a “historic mile-
stone,” praising Shukla’s
courage and calling it a
major leap toward India’s
Gaganyaan mission
scheduled for 2027. “As
India’s first astronaut to
visit the ISS, Shubhanshu
Shukla has inspired a bil-

lion dreams,” Modi
posted on X.

Union Minister Dr. Jiten-
dra Singh welcomed
Shukla’s safe return, de-
claring, “India has found a
lasting space in the world
of space,” while Andhra
Pradesh Chief Minister N.
Chandrababu Naidu said
the mission would inspire
future generations to
dream big.

Shukla, an Air Force of-
ficer and native of Uttar
Pradesh, is expected to re-
turn to India by August 17
following post-mission
debriefing, rehabilitation,
and technical reviews
with Team Isro.

The astronaut was part of

an international crew, in-
cluding Peggy Whitson
(USA), Slawosz Uz-
nanski-Wisniewski (Po-
land), and Tibor Kapu
(Hungary). The capsule
undocked from the ISS at
4:45 pm IST on Monday
after a heartfelt farewell
from the ISS crew.
During the mission,
Shukla orbited the Earth
over 310 times, covering
13 million km and wit-
nessing more than 300
sunrises and sunsets from
space. His scientific con-
tributions included com-
pleting seven key
microgravity experiments
for Isro, such as:
Studying CONT:P4

Illegal Guns Spark
Twin Political
Murders in Hyderabad

Two political leaders were
gunned down within 12
hours—from Monday
evening to Tuesday morn-
ing—highlighting a grow-
ing concern over the ease
with which firearms are
being procured from north-
ern states like Uttar Pra-
desh and Bihar and
smuggled into Telangana’s
capital.

A senior police officer re-
vealed that illegal weapons
such as tapanchas and
country-made pistols,
often priced as low as
%10,000, are being sourced
from regions where illicit
gun-making CONT:P5

Student Suicide Triggers
Political Storm in Odisha

Odisha
WUT | July. 16

India on Monday de-
scribed as "despicable"
the disruption of a Rath
Yatra in the Canadian city
of Toronto over the week-
end and said the matter
had been strongly taken
up with Canadian au-
thorities.

The procession in To-
ronto over the weekend
was disrupted by some
people who hurled eggs,
according to media re-
ports. External affairs
ministry spokesperson
Randhir Jaiswal said the
disruption was caused by
"mischievous elements".

"Such despicable acts are
regrettable and are against
the spirit of the festival,
which seeks to promote
unity, inclusivity, and so-
cial harmony," he said.

"We have strongly taken
up the matter with Cana-
dian authorities to hold
the perpetrators of the act
accountable," he added.
The Indian side hopes the
Canadian government will
take "necessary action to
protect the religious rights
of people".

The annual procession in
Toronto featured the
grand chariot of Lord Ja-
gannath. "We hope the
Canadian Government
will take necessary action
to protect the religious
rights of people," Jaiswal
said. Earlier, former chief
minister Naveen Patnaik
said in a social media post
that the Odisha govern-
ment should urge the ex-
ternal affairs ministry to
register a strong protest
with the Canadian au-
thorities over the issue.

10th Class Student Commits Suicide In Telangana

Nalgonda
WUT | July. 16

A 15-year-old Class 10
student died by suicide in
her classroom in the Kas-
turba Gandhi Balika Vi-
dyalaya (KGBV) at
Nadigudem of Munagala
mandal in Suryapet dis-
trict after midnight of
Monday. Her classmates
said she had gone to her

room after study hours at
10 pm. On Tuesday morn-
ing, they found her body
in the classroom.

Police said the student, a
native of Munagala man-
dal in Suryapet district,
was admitted in the
school when she was stu-
dying Class 7. District
education officer Ashok
visited the school and in-
quired the staff and stu-

dents about the incident.
He said that the student
had shared some prob-
lems in her family with
her friend before going to
sleep.

The parents had met the
victim on Sunday, and her
father had met her earlier
in the day on Monday.
The father said that the
student had come home
on July 4 and returned to

the school on July 7. He
said there were no issues
for their daughter to die
by suicide. Nadigudem
sub-inspector Gandamalla
Ajay Kumar said that a
case was filed on the sui-
cide based on the com-
plaint of father of the
victim. “We are investi-
gating the case in all an-
gles,” he added.

Telangana In Deflation As Prices Fall

Hyderabad
WUT | July. 16

Telangana is the only state
in India to record a neg-
ative inflation rate of 0.93
per cent for June 2025,
when compared with June
2024, according to data re-
leased by the Union mini-
stry of statistics and
programme implementation
(MoSPI) on Tuesday. The

state, which has been con-
sistently recording the lo-
west inflation in the
country over the past six
months, has now entered a
period where prices are

falling — a rare economic
phenomenon termed 'defla-
tion.'

The figures highlight a
sharp contrast with the na-
tional scenario, where over-
all inflation stood at 2.1 per
cent. Telangana's rural in-
flation fell steeply to (-
)1.54 per cent when
compared to the national
rural average of 1.72 per
cent, while urban inflation

stood at (-)0.45 per cent
against the national urban
rate of 2.56 per cent.
Neighbouring Andhra Pra-
desh, meanwhile, recorded
a zero inflation growth rate
in June 2025 when com-
pared with June 2024, with
rural inflation at -0.55 per
cent and urban inflation at
1.06 per cent. Though not
in deflation, AP also re-
mains signifi-CONT:P2

Congress to Comer
PM on Pahalgam

Nalgonda
WUT | July. 16

The Congress is gearing
up to take on the govern-
ment in the upcoming
Monsoon Session of Par-
liament. The Parliament
strategy committee of the
Congress under the chair-
manship of Sonia Gandhi
met in the national capital
on Tuesday. Apart from
Congress president Malli-
karjun Kharge and Lok
Sabha Leader of the Op-
position Rahul Gandhi,
other senior leaders of the
party attended the strategy
meeting. Senior leaders
Shashi Tharoor, Gaurav
Gogoi and Manickam Ta-
gore were not present, as
they were travelling.

The Congress plans to
corner the government on
the terror attack in Pahal-

gam and relations with
other foreign countries.
The main issues will in-
clude voter list revision in
Bihar, statehood in
Jammu and Kashmir, the
Air India Ahmedabad
plane crash and rising
atrocities against women.
Briefing the media after
the meeting, Congress
Rajya Sabha MP Pramod
Tewari said, “Our first
priority is to demand an-
swers on the Pahalgam
terror attack and Opera-
tion Sindoor. Why is the
US President repeatedly
making the same claim?
Why did he say that he
brokered CONT:P4
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No Delay in Development

Works, Wams Seef

Kamareddy
WUT | July. 16

Minister for women and
child welfare Dhanasari
Anasuya Seethakka took
strong exception to de-
lays in developmental
works in Kamareddy dis-
trict, despite funds being
released over six months
ago. Expressing displeas-
ure over the slow pace of
implementation, she
warned officials that neg-
ligence would not be tol-
erated under any
circumstances. She di-
rected that all projects
must be completed
within their scheduled
timelines and warned that
strict disciplinary action
would be taken against
any department respon-
sible for delays.
Seethakka, along with
Government Advisor
Mohammed Ali Shabbir,
held a detailed review
meeting with officials at
the Kamareddy Inte-
grated District Offices

Complex (DIOC) on
Tuesday. The meeting fo-
cused on the progress of
various government-led
development initiatives.
The minister announced
that the construction of
new Anganwadi build-
ings would begin shortly.
Reiterating the Congress
government's commit-
ment to strengthening
women and child wel-
fare, she said the govern-
ment would give
increased attention to
schemes in this sector.
She also sought detailed
reports on all sanctioned
projects, including tender
status, fund utilization,
and reasons for delays.

hakka

Officials were instructed
to clear all pending bills
immediately and ensure
that no work is held up
due to administrative hur-
dles. She emphasized that
officers must take per-
sonal responsibility for
progress in their depart-
ments, and warned that
any further lapses would
attract serious action.Ad-
dressing the officials,
Shabbir Ali stressed the
urgent need for proactive
steps to prevent seasonal
diseases such as dengue
and other viral infections
during the ongoing mon-
soon. He instructed medi-
cal and municipal
departments to regularly
clean and purify drinking
water tanks and ensure
that drainage systems are
cleared without delay. To
curb mosquito breeding,
he directed that fumiga-
tion and mosquito-con-
trol measures be
undertaken in vulnerable
areas.

Ashish Goud Gears Up for GHMC Elections
in 113 Division with Strategic Meetmgs

Hyderabad
WUT | July. 16

Ashish Goud, a dynamic young
leader from Patancheru, has in-
tensified his groundwork for
the upcoming GHMC elections
from the 113 division. He is re-
portedly holding a series of
strategic, behind-the-scenes
meetings with leaders and
workers from various political
parties, seeking their support to
consolidate his position this
time around.

Having lost the last GHMC
election by a narrow margin,
Goud appears determined not
to repeat history. According to
sources close to his campaign,
he is focusing on early out-
reach and coordination to
strengthen booth-level net-
works and ensure party unity.
His efforts include reaching out
to local influencers, youth
groups, and karyakarthas who
play a key role during elec-
tions.

In the previous elections,
Goud faced tough opposition

backed by senior BRS leader

and former minister Harish
Rao, who is believed to have
used all his political clout to
block Goud’s victory. Despite
this, Goud's credibility and
image among voters have re-
mained strong due to his ag-
gressive approach, proactive
public presence, and continu-
ous engagement with local

issues.
What sets Ashish Goud apart
is his connection with people
across all age groups. Whether
it is addressing civic concerns,
youth empowerment, or sup-
porting senior citizens, his ap-
proach has earned him
goodwill and respect in the
constituency.
As GHMC elections draw

near, Goud’s preparations re-
flect a more calculated and
united campaign. With growing
support from multiple political
corners, he is aiming to convert
past setbacks into a strong
comeback. His supporters be-
lieve that this time, with better
coordination and planning, the
outcome will be in his favor.

Ahmadiyya Mushm Women’s Wing Holds Blood Donation Camp n Hyderabad

Hyderabad
WUT | July. 16

The Women’s Auxiliary Orga-
nisation of the Ahmadiyya
Muslim Community, Hydera-
bad, organized a Blood Dona-
tion Camp at the Community’s
mosque in Saidabad to encour-
age voluntary blood donation

i
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Bilwarchana, Homam Mark 77th
Bonalu Celebrations at Akkanna
Madanna Temple

and humanitarian service. MBBS (MD), Secretary of camp. the Ahmadlyya Mushm Com- has a presence in over 210

The event was led by Mrs.
Maryam Azeem, President of
the Ahmadiyya Muslim
Women’s Wing Hyderabad,

Physical Activity, and Dr. Bhu-

pender Kaur, doctor and human
rights activist. Under their guid-
ance, volunteers from the Com-

This initiative reflects the
Community’s ongoing efforts to
promote peace and serve hu-
manity. Founded in 1889 by

munity upholds the motto,
“Love for All, Hatred for

None.” Led globally by Hazrat

Mirza Masroor Ahmad, the

countries and operates humani-
tarian projects worldwide
through its sister organization,
Humanity First.

along with Dr. Aysha Ahmed,

munity participated in the

Hazrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad,

Fifth Caliph, the Community

Hyderabad
WUT | July. 15

Leaders of the INTUC-
recognized Municipal
Sahakhar Mazdoor
Union, led by Working
President Adil Sharif,
met GHMC Commis-
sioner R.V. Karnan and
submitted a memoran-
dum demanding immedi-
ate resolution to
long-pending issues af-
fecting outsourced and
permanent employees.
The delegation high-
lighted the lack of pro-
motions for long-serving
Junior Assistants, Senior
Assistants, and Superin-
tendents, noting that al-
though a promotion list
was sent for vigilance
clearance months ago,
the process remains
stalled.

INTUC Leaders Urge GHMC
Commissioner to Resolve Workers’ Issues

Sharif emphasized the
need to regularize the
services of contract and
outsourced workers, a
promise unfulfilled by
the previous government
over the past decade. The
union also reiterated its
demand to increase the
health card limit from I3
lakh to 10 lakh to better
support employees' med-
ical needs.

Commissioner Karnan
acknowledged the plight
of sanitation workers,
particularly women,

many of whom spend a
significant portion of
their salaries on rent. He
assured the union that the
possibility of allocating
unused JNNURM hous-
ing units would be ex-
plored. He further
promised to resolve is-
sues under his jurisdic-
tion promptly and
forward state-level con-
cerns to the government.
Other union leaders pres-
ent included R.D. Chan-
drasekhar, Raj Reddy,
AVS Gandhi, and others.

Telangana In Deflation As Prices Fall

Choutuppal
WUT | July. 16

Telangana is the only state in
India to record a negative in-
flation rate of 0.93 per cent
for June 2025, when com-
pared with June 2024, ac-
cording to data released by
the Union ministry of statis-
tics and programme imple-
mentation (MoSPI) on
Tuesday. The state, which
has been consistently
recording the lowest infla-
tion in the country over the
past six months, has now en-
tered a period where prices
are falling — a rare eco-
nomic phenomenon termed
'deflation.'

The figures highlight a
sharp contrast with the na-
tional scenario, where over-
all inflation stood at 2.1 per
cent. Telangana's rural infla-
tion fell steeply to (-)1.54
per cent when compared to
the national rural average of
1.72 per cent, while urban

inflation stood at (-)0.45 per
cent against the national
urban rate of 2.56 per cent.
Neighbouring Andhra Pra-
desh, meanwhile, recorded a
zero inflation growth rate in
June 2025 when compared
with June 2024, with rural
inflation at -0.55 per cent
and urban inflation at 1.06
per cent. Though not in de-
flation, AP also remains sig-
nificantly below national
averages.

This milestone marks a turn-
around for Telangana, which
grappled with double-digit
inflation between 2020 and
2023 during the BRS regime.
Inflation during that period
often exceeded 10 per cent,
sparking concerns about af-
fordability and the rising
cost of living. Since the Con-
gress government assumed
power in December 2023, in-
flation has steadily declined
— from 1.31 per cent in Feb-
ruary, to 1.06 per cent in
March, slightly increased to

1.26 per cent in April,
slipped to 0.55 per cent in
May and now to -0.93 per
cent in June.

When Telangana witnessed
lowest inflation in the coun-
try in April this year, Chief
Minister A. Revanth Reddy
on April 12 and hailed the
achievement as proof of the
Congress government’s
"transformative and people-
centric" governance. Re-
vanth Reddy credited
welfare schemes such as free
bus travel for women, "500
LPG cylinders, 200 units of
free electricity, "10 lakh
health insurance under Rajiv
Arogyasri and free fine rice
for ration card holders for
helping lower the financial
burden on citizens. With in-
flation well below the Re-
serve Bank of India’s
recommended 2-6 per cent
range, Telangana remains the
only large state in the coun-
try to record deflation.

Godavarn ‘Flood Waters’ An 1llusion, Says Expert

Hyderabad
WUT | July. 16

The proposal for Andhra Pra-
desh’s Godavari-Banaka-
charla link scheme is based
on “imaginary” claims of
non-existent concept of
‘flood waters’ in the Goda-
vari river, and “illusionary”
assertions about copious
amounts of the river’s water
going waste into the sea, ac-
cording to Sriram Vedire,
former adviser to the mini-
stry of jal shakti. He said that
even the claims of around
3,000 tmc ft of the so-called

‘flood waters’ going into the
Bay of Bengal from Goda-
vari each year had no leg to
stand on as this figure in-
cluded unused water allo-
cated to the river basin

states.

“The reality is that the Cen-
tral Water Commission
(CWC) has calculated that
the ‘average flows’ that end
up in the sea are about 1,138

tmc ft a year,” Vedire said.
“When the CWC said the an-
nual run off into the sea was
around 3,100 tmc ft, this fig-
ure includes water allocated
to Maharashtra, Telangana,
AP, Chhattisgarh and
QOdisha, but not yet put to use
by these states.” Addressing
a press conference where he
made a detailed presentation
on Godvari river issues, Ve-
dire said neither Telangana
nor AP had rights to use the
1,138 tmc ft of water going
into the sea as the ‘terminal
states’ for the river.

Vedire explained: “If the

other Godavari basin states,
Maharashtra through which
the main river passes, and
Chhattisgarh, Madhya Pra-
desh, Odisha, and Karnataka,
which have tributaries drain-
ing into the Godavari, also
stake claim on these ‘average
flows’, then Telangana and
AP will not even have the as-
sured water allocated to them
at 75 per cent dependability.”
He said, as per the Godavari
Water Disputes Trbunal’s
1980 award, undivided AP
had an assured share of
about 1499.9 tmc ft. As per
the law of the land, AP had

used its share of 531.9 tmc ft
of water from the Godavari
while Telangana was yet to
use its share of 968 tmc

ft. The GWDT, Vedire ex-
plained, converted the then
existing water sharing agree-
ments between the basin
states instead of going for
fresh allocations and called
this allocation ‘all waters’ to
the upstream states. The ‘re-
maining waters’ were given
to the then AP, and now to
Telangana and residuary AP
and nowhere was there any
mention of ‘flood waters’.

Hyderabad
WUT | July. 16

As part of the 77th Annual
Bonalu Festival celebra-
tions, special rituals includ-
ing Bilwarchana and Rudra
Triahati Homam were per-
formed at the historic Sri
Akkanna Madanna Mahank-
ali Mandiram in Haribowli
on Monday evening.The
puja ceremonies were led by
Temple Organising Secre-
tary S.P. Kranthi Kumar
along with V. Sunil Kumar
and his family members. A

large number of devotees

gathered to witness the spiri-
tual proceedings. Temple
priests Ravinarayan Murthy,
Gopal Maharaj, and Sudheer
performed the sacred rituals
with devotion and precision.
The spiritual ambiance and
traditional chanting added to
the sanctity of the occa-
sion.Members of the temple
committee and local devo-
tees actively participated in
the event, marking yet
another significant day in
the ongoing Bonalu festiv-
ities.

Twinkle Star Foundation
Expands Reach with New Office,
Boosts Social Initiatives

Hyderabad
WUT | July. 16

The Twinkle Star Founda-
tion inaugurated a new
branch at Badi Chaudi under
the Gun Foundry Division
on Tuesday. Telangana State
Ministry of Education De-
velopment Corporation
Chairman Mettu Saikumar,
who attended as chief guest,
praised the Foundation’s so-
cial service efforts and as-
sured full support.

Around 500 students re-
ceived notebooks, school
bags, and pencils during the
event. Saikumar lauded the
Foundation’s three-year
commitment to supporting
orphans, the elderly, and dif-

ferently-abled individuals.
Chairperson P. Durgadevi
and Managing Director N.

Gopi Yadav said the Foun-
dation organizes blood do-
nation camps to support
patients in emergencies and
regularly supplies blood to
government hospitals. They
also provide free textbooks,
pens, and uniforms to poor
students.

The Foundation holds cul-
tural and spiritual programs
during festivals, encourages
children's participation in
sports and competitions, and
plans to expand services
statewide. Leaders including
Baddam Satish Goud and
Narsingwu Neta attended..
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Bandl Sanjay Alleges Conspiracy Behind
BC Quota, Demands Muslim Removal

Hyderabad
WUT | July. 16

Union Minister of State
for Home Affairs Bandi
Sanjay Kumar on Tuesday
leveled serious allegations
against the Congress-led
Telangana government, ac-
cusing it of orchestrating a
“major conspiracy” in the
name of Backward Classes
(BC) reservations. Speak-
ing to the media in Ra-
janna Sircilla district, he
demanded the immediate
exclusion of Muslims
from the BC list, warning
of a statewide protest if the
government fails to act.
Sanjay Kumar claimed
the state government is at-
tempting to allocate a 10
percent reservation to
Muslims by disguising it
under the 42 percent reser-
vation meant for BCs. He
said this move was not
only unjust but also politi-
cally motivated. “Muslims
constitute only 12 percent

y ,w

e
of the populatlon, yet the
Congress is offering them
100 percent of the bene-
fits, while BCs, who make
up 51 percent, are being
given only 32 percent,” he
stated.

He recalled that the inclu-
sion of Muslims in the BC
category with a 4 percent
quota under the Y.S. Raja-
sekhar Reddy-led Con-
gress government had
already caused electoral
disadvantages for BCs,
particularly during the
Greater Hyderabad Munic-
ipal Corporation (GHMC)
elections. He warned that
the current attempt to ex-

%,

pand the quota to 10 per-
cent would further margin-
alize BCs and undermine
their rightful share in jobs
and education.

Further intensifying his
criticism, the Union Min-
ister accused the state gov-
ernment of manipulating
population statistics. He
claimed that the BC pop-
ulation was shown to be
51 percent in the previous
Comprehensive House-
hold Survey, but has now
been suspiciously revised
to 46 percent. “This ma-
nipulation is being done to
dilute BC rights,” he al-
leged.

Sanjay also expressed dis-
appointment with certain
BC organizations that, ac-
cording to him, have failed
to speak out against the
government's policy.
“They have betrayed the
community by siding with
the ruling Congress,” he
said.

He dared the Congress to
prove its sincerity by offi-
cially removing Muslims
from the BC list and en-
suring that the full 42 per-
cent reservation is given
solely to BCs. If not, he
warned, the BJP would
mobilize a massive protest
movement across the state.

On inter-state issues, San-
jay Kumar mentioned the
Banakacherla irrigation
project and revealed that
the Centre will convene a
meeting with the Chief
Ministers of Telangana
and Andhra Pradesh on
Wednesday. He urged
Chief Minister A. Revanth
Reddy to “present Telan-

gana’s case strongly,” and
assured that the central
government would main-
tain neutrality in resolving
the matter.

Earlier in the day, Sanjay
Kumar, accompanied by
MLC Anji Reddy, District
Collector Sandeep Kumar
Jha, SP Mahesh B. Gite,
and education department
officials, distributed bi-
cycles to Class 10 students
from government schools
under the 'Modi Gift' CSR
program at Government
Junior College Grounds in
Sircilla. Calling the bi-
cycles the students’ “first
asset,” he motivated them
to make good use of them
to attend school regularly
and focus on their studies.
He also announced that
“Modi Kits” — compris-
ing school bags, note-
books, and stationery —
will soon be distributed to
students from LKG to
Class 6 under a similar ini-
tiative.

Happy life (English version) book
released by mmister Ponnam Prabhakar

Hyderabad
WUT | July. 16

Happy Life" (English ver-
sion) Book released in
Hyderabad at minister
quarters. Book released
by Telangana Transport
and BC Welfare Minister
Ponnam Prabhakar.Happy
Life, book explains Your
Happiness lies In Your
Hands.Authors: T. Venu-
gopal Reddy, Vijayarke-
Publisher: Man
RoboPublications
Whatever it may be how
much wealth you have, if
there is no happiness in
the life, that life is not
fruitful.." Telangana
Transport and BC Welfare
Minister Ponnam Prabha-
karsaid. At this juncture
Renowned personality
development expert,
world record holder in the
mind power T. Venugopal
Reddy, author. The book
"Happy Life.. Your Hap-
piness lies In Your
Hands", a personality de-
velopment expert too. co-
author and journalist

Vijayarke, was also pres-
ent in this book release by
the Telangana Transport
and BC Welfare Minister
in his chamber.

"There is a need for such
books in the current me-
chanical life , and this
book will be useful for
everyone who wants hap-
piness in the life. Minister
Ponnam Prabhakar spe-
cially congratulated the
authors for writing the
book "Happy Life", which
is needed to the society.

The main authors of this

book, Venugopal Reddy,
said, "We have strived
hard for six months and
included many things that
are useful for a happy life
in this book. This book
will introduce you to the
happiness that which is
missing in the life." Co
Author Vijayarke said, "A
life without happiness is
like a body a soul less.
There is no satisfaction
other than the happiness.
We have tried to provide
you with such a happy life
through this book."

Etela Pledges Development
in Secunderabad Cantonment

Hyderbad
WUT | July. 16

Malkajgiri MP Etela Ra-
jender announced a Rs
303 crore plan to address
severe flooding and im-
prove infrastructure in Se-
cunderabad Cantonment
during the Cantonment
Board meeting. He said
the funds would be used
to ensure proper sewerage
and drainage systems to
prevent water stagnation,
especially in flood-prone
areas like Sitaramapu-
ram.Rajender highlighted
that the state government
has already deposited
compensation for lands
lost under the Rajiv Road
and Nagpur Highway
flyovers. He also prom-

ised a permanent solution
to recurring floods in low-
lying colonies.Plans are
underway to transform
Ramannakunta, currently
plagued by foul-smelling
water, into a green space
with a walking track and
tree cover. Permissions
will also be granted to res-
idents who purchased
government flats to avoid

inconvenience.The MP
said efforts are on to make
the cantonment more liv-
able with parks, open
gyms, and underground
drainage, aiming for holis-
tic and sustainable devel-
opment.Earlier, Rajender
participated in the Bonalu
celebrations in the canton-
ment area and performed
special pujas.

“Ready to Face Slap if Proven Wrong”
Jagadish Reddy Hits Back at CM Revanth

Hyderabad
WUT | July. 16

Former Minister and
MLA G. Jagadish Reddy
lashed out at Telangana
CM Revanth Reddy, ac-
cusing him of lying about
ration card distribution
and KCR’s development
work in Nalgonda. He
said 6.47 lakh ration cards
were distributed during
KCR’s rule and chal-
lenged Congress leaders
to prove him wrong, de-
claring, “If I’'m wrong,

I’m ready to take a
slap.”Reddy criticized Re-
vanth for “stooping to
street brawls” and alleged
that the CM was mislead-
ing people on projects like
Kaleshwaram. “If KCR is
given three days, we will
turn on the Kannepalli
pump house motors and
prove everything is work-
ing,” he asserted, adding
that he’s open to discus-
sions in farmers’ pres-
ence.He accused the
Congress of failing
farmers and reviving po-

litical factionalism in Nal-
gonda. Reddy defended
KCR’s contributions, cit-
ing the transformation of
Yadadri, medical colleges,
and agricultural growth in
the district.Dismissing
Congress’s claims on job
creation and women’s
loans as “lies,” Reddy
said Revanth was “arro-
gant, reading scripts
written by Chandrababu
Naidu.” He warned that
BRS would sweep Nal-
gonda if elections were
held today.

MLA Kausar Mohiuddin Urges GHMC to Fast-Track
Pending Development Works In Karwan constituency

Hyderabad
WUT | July. 16

AIMIM Karwan MLA Kausar Mohiud-
din met GHMC Commissioner R.V. Kar-
nan at the civic body’s head office today,
urging swift action to clear hurdles de-
laying key development projects in the
constituency.Mohiuddin raised concerns
over stalled road works, incomplete drai-
nage systems, water stagnation, poor
street lighting, garbage overflow, and
sanitation issues in areas like Mehdipat-
nam, Asif Nagar, and Tappachabutra. He
stressed the need for immediate admin-
istrative and financial interventions to
address residents’ grievances.Commis-
sioner Karnan acknowledged the public

complaints and assured prompt meas-
ures. He directed officials to prepare a
status report and expedite pending works
on priority. The MLA thanked the Com-
missioner for his assurance and said he
will closely monitor progress to ensure
timely completion of projects.

Srividya Bade Vinod’s J oumey from Neredmet to Global Recognition

Hyderabad
WUT | July. 16

At just 16, Srividya Bade
Vinod from Neredmet, Se-
cunderabad, has etched her
name in history as the first
Dalit and Indian student to
graduate from both Hughes
STEM High School and the
Cincinnati Zoo Academy in
the United States. She earned
top academic honors in Ohio
and now plans to pursue a
Bachelor’s degree in Me-
chanical Engineering with a
focus on Sustainability at the
University of Cincinnati
(2025-2030).

Srividya appeals to philan-
thropists and civil society for
support to fund her living ex-
penses and academic tools,

as her current scholarships—
the Darwin T. Turner Award
and the Greater Cincinnati
African American Scholar-
ship Fund—cover only tu-
ition fees.

Her achievements span bey-
ond academics. Srividya’s in-
dependent research on

sustainable nanotech lubri-
cants won her awards across
Ohio and made her the
youngest researcher to pres-
ent at the 12th International
Conference on Sustainable
Development (ICSD), hosted
by Columbia University and
the United Nations” SDSN.

She also conceptualized
NOVA, a mental wellness
platform, and Drivonomy, a
sustainability project focused
on automotive design for un-
derserved communities.

Srividya’s passion for his-
tory took her to the Under-
ground Railroad Museum in
Cincinnati and The Met in
New York, where she drew
parallels between Dalit strug-
gles in India and African-
American history. Guided by
Mallepalli Laxmaiah of the
Buddha Vanam Project, she
became a passionate coin
collector, curating coins re-
flecting India’s constitutional
journey and Buddhist her-
itage.

In India, she and her mother
Namitha—a social worker

and University of Cincinnati
alumna—were felicitated
during the 137th birth anni-
versary celebrations of Bha-
gya Reddy Varma by the
Telangana Government and
AHSSL. Assembly Speaker
Gaddam Prasad Kumar
awarded her an appreciation
letter for taking forward the
legacy of social justice
leaders globally.

A proud Ambedkarite, Srivi-
dya carries the words of Dr.
B.R. Ambedkar: “Cultivation
of mind should be the ulti-
mate aim of human exis-
tence.” Her journey reflects
not just personal triumph but
the rise of a generation deter-
mined to break barriers when
given a chance.

Congress, BRS Have Secret Deal : T BJP Chief

Hyderabad
WUT | July. 16

BJP Telangana President
Ramchandra Rao, ad-
dressing intellectuals at
Kodad, alleged a “secret
agreement” between the
Congress and BRS, ac-
cusing both parties of
shielding each other’s
corruption.

He criticized Congress
for failing to investigate
scams from the BRS re-
gime and called their “6
guarantees” and “420 as-
surances” pre-poll gim-
micks to mislead
voters.Rao said Telangana

is drowning in debt as
Congress neglects its
promises even after 1.5
years in power. He
praised Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s leader-
ship, highlighting “Sabka
Saath, Sabka Vikas” as
the force behind India’s

rise as a global power in
the past 11 years.

Calling for a BJP-led
government in Telangana,
Rao urged intellectuals to
awaken public conscious-
ness and use their in-
fluence to help BJP
achieve this goal.

TB Awareness Drive and Mega Medical
Camp Held in Sanjeevaiah Nagar

Hyderbad
WUT | July. 16

As part of the TB Mukt
Bharat Abhiyan, a free
mega medical camp was
held at Sanjeevaiah Nagar
Weeker Section Colony to
raise awareness about tuber-
culosis and other vector-
borne diseases. Supervised
by Dr. Sai Baba (SPHO),
the camp saw active partici-
pation from doctors, health
workers, and community
leaders. Residents received
free consultations and were
educated on the symptoms,
prevention, and treatment of
TB, malaria, and dengue.

Cantonment TB doctors
stressed the need for regular
awareness in slum areas to
prevent delays in diagnosis.
Former Vice-Chairman
Jampana Pratap urged for
continuous community out-
reach. Dr. Sushma, Victoria,
Mahadev, and others played
vital roles, with strong sup-
port from Colony President
D.M. Ashok Kumar and
local volunteers.

Congress Deliberately Delaymg BC Quota, Not

Beggars:

Hyderbad
WUT | July. 16

At the massive BCPF-led
maha dharna held Tues-
day at Hyderabad’s Indira
Park, former minister V.
Srinivas Goud accused
the Congress of delib-
erately delaying the im-
plementation of 42%
reservation for Backward
Classes (BCs). Goud
warned Chief Minister
Revanth Reddy that BCs
are “not beggars” and de-
manded that promises
made in the Kamareddy
Declaration be honored
without further delay.

He alleged that deception
has been Congress’s habit
since the beginning and
cautioned that if BC reser-
vations are not imple-
mented, BCs would unite

and launch an intense agi-
tation. Goud criticized the
government for its indif-
ference towards weaker
sections and stressed that
BCs will fight back if

cheated again.

Leader of Opposition in
the Council, Sirikonda
Madhusudhana Chary,
also lashed out at Con-
gress for “betraying BCs
since independence.” He
accused CM Revanth
Reddy of practicing “de-
ception” and warned that
the government’s indiffer-
ence would trigger a BC
revolt.

Justice Eswaraiah called
on BCs to unite for their
rights, accusing Congress
of neglecting legal proce-
dures for the quota despite
including it in its mani-
festo. He criticized the

Srintvas Goud Warns at BCPF Dharna

government’s caste census
for inaccuracies and de-
manded a comprehensive
law like Tamil Nadu’s.
Professor Chiranjeevulu
echoed similar concerns,
demanding not just 42%
but 60% reservations
based on population. He
urged BCs to prepare for
protests in Delhi to in-
crease pressure on the
Congress and BJP.

The dharna, led by BCPF
State President Kumar,
drew large crowds, signal-
ing growing discontent
among BC communities
over reservation issues.
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Student Suicide Triggers
Political Storm in Odisha

Uttarkhand
WUT | July 15

The death of a 20-year-old
student from Fakir Mohan
Autonomous College in
Balasore has triggered a
major political contro-
versy in Odisha, with op-
position parties launching
scathing attacks on the
BJP-led state government.
The student, who at-
tempted self-immolation
on July 12 over alleged
harassment, succumbed to
her injuries late Monday
night at AIIMS Bhubanes-
war.The ruling Biju Janata
Dal (BJD) held a fiery
press conference on Tues-
day, demanding the resig-
nation of Odisha Chief
Minister Mohan Charan
Majhi, Union Education
Minister Dharmendra
Pradhan, and top educa-
tion officials, holding
them “morally account-
able” for institutional fai-
lures.BJD senior MLA
Byomkesh Ray accused
the government of ignor-
ing repeated cries for help.
“She tagged the Chief
Minister, Union Minister,
state education officials,

and her BJP MP. No one
responded. They failed her
in life and in death. They
must resign,” Ray said,
announcing statewide pro-
tests and a public mobi-
lization campaign to
demand systemic re-
forms.The Odisha Con-
gress also intensified
pressure, calling for a
statewide bandh on July
17, citing "governmental
apathy" and demanding
justice for the victim.In
response, BJP youth wing
state president Abhilash
Panda hit back, accusing
the BJD of politicizing a
tragedy. “Where was the
BJD when she was alive?
Their sudden concern is
political opportunism,”
Panda said.He defended
the government’s actions,
citing the immediate arrest
of faculty member Sameer
Ranjan Sahoo, suspension
and arrest of college Prin-
cipal Dillip Ghosh, and
the formation of a high-
level inquiry committee.
“All steps are being taken
swiftly. The government is
committed to justice,”
Panda added.

Delhi Launches Tourism Fellowship,
To Offer Rs 50,000 Monthly

New delhi
WUT | July 16

The Delhi government on
Monday launched the Tour-
ism and Heritage Fellow-
ship Program, which aims
at preserving and promoting
the national capital's histori-
cal and cultural heritage,
and strengthening the grass-
roots community to encour-
age tourism.

Under the one-year fellow-
ship, implemented by the
Delhi Tourism and Trans-
portation Development Cor-
poration (DTTDC), 40
young professionals will be
selected every year and
awarded a monthly stipend
of Rs 50,000. According to
an official statement, the
initiative seeks to create a
pool of trained youth who
will directly contribute to
government-led tourism and
heritage efforts.

"This initiative will allow
youth to directly participate
in preserving and promoting
Delhi's heritage. It reflects

our commitment to self-reli-
ance and local talent under
the vision of Aatmanirbhar

Bharat," Chief Minister
Rekha Gupta said, while an-
nouncing the fellowship at a
launch event, calling it a
"strategic step" to involve
young professionals in the
national capital's tourism
sector.

The Chief Minister further
said that the applicants must
be below 35 years of age,
hold a graduate degree, and
have at least one year of ex-
perience in tourism or a re-
lated field. Preference will
be given to those with a de-
gree or postgraduate qual-
ification in tourism, she
said. "Proficiency in Hindi
and English, along with
strong digital skills, is man-
datory," the official state-
ment noted.

The participants will work
on a wide range of activ-
ities, including conducting
heritage walks and guided
tours, content creation, tour-
ism marketing.
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US asks Israel to probe ‘terrorist’
Killing of American citizen by settlers

Tel aviv
WUT | July 16

The United States has
urged Israel to conduct a
thorough investigation
into the killing of 20-year-
old American citizen Say-
follah Musallet, who was
beaten to death by Israeli
settlers in the occupied
West Bank last Friday.
The incident has been de-
scribed by US officials as
a "terrorist act", marking a
rare public rebuke of Is-
rael by the strongly pro-
Israel administration of
President Donald Trump.
US Ambassador to Israel
Mike Huckabee said
Tuesday that he had asked
Israel to "aggressively in-
vestigate" the killing of
Musallet, a Florida-born
citizen who was visiting
family in the Palestinian
town of Sinjil when he
was attacked. “There must
be accountability for this
criminal and terrorist act,”
Huckabee posted on so-
cial media. “Saif was just
20 years old.”

The ambassador's state-

ment, though critical in

tone, did not endorse calls
by Musallet’s family and
US advocacy groups for
an independent investiga-
tion by the US govern-
ment. The Institute for
Middle East Understand-
ing (IMEU) criticized the
reliance on Israel’s inter-
nal mechanisms, stating
that Israel "cannot be
trusted to investigate the
extremist settlers it en-
ables at every turn."
According to eyewit-
nesses and Musallet’s
family, the young man
was surrounded for three
hours by a group of Israeli
settlers who beat him
while preventing medics
from reaching the scene.

A second Palestinian, Mo-
hammed Shalabi, was also
reportedly shot dead by
settlers during the same
attack.

The Israeli military
claimed the incident
began when Palestinians
threw stones at an Israeli
vehicle, leading to what it
described as "violent
clashes" involving physi-
cal confrontations, arson,
property damage, and
stone-throwing. However,
this narrative is strongly
disputed by Musallet's
family and human rights
observers.

Since the outbreak of the
Gaza war in 2023, vio-
lence by Israeli settlers in
the West Bank has intensi-

fied. Many of these set-
tlers, often armed and ac-
companied by Israeli
soldiers, have been de-
scending from illegal out-

B posts into Palestinian

towns, destroying prop-

By crty, torching farms, and

attacking residents.
Israel has a long-standing
record of impunity in such

B cases. Musallet is the

ninth American citizen
killed by Israeli forces or
settlers since 2022, and
none of those cases has
resulted in criminal
charges or accountability.
The killing has sparked
outrage across the US po-
litical spectrum. House
Democratic Leader Ha-
keem Jeffries called the
death “shocking and ap-
palling,” insisting that the
Israeli government must
ensure full accountability.
Congressman Maxwell
Frost, who represents a
district in Florida, de-
scribed it as a “cold-
blooded murder” and
urged President Trump to
direct the State Depart-
ment to launch an investi-

gation, citing both moral
and constitutional obliga-
tions.

“Our country must ensure
the protection and safety
of Americans abroad,”
Frost said in his state-
ment.

While some Democratic
lawmakers have publicly
condemned the killing,
Republican leaders in
Florida, including Sena-
tors Rick Scott and Ash-
ley Moody, have
remained silent. The
Council on American-Is-
lamic Relations (CAIR)
condemned their silence
as “complicity,” arguing
that failing to respond to
the murder of an Ameri-
can citizen sends a dan-
gerous message.

“When American citizens
like Saif are killed over-
seas, especially by Israeli
settlers backed by the Is-
raeli government, looking
the other way sends a dan-
gerous message: that
some American lives
simply don’t matter,”
CAIR said in a statement,
calling on Governor Ron

DeSantis, Senator Rick
Scott, and Congress-
woman Laurel Lee to
speak out.

Several Western nations,
including long-standing
allies of Israel, have al-
ready imposed sanctions
on far-right Israeli offi-
cials and violent settler
groups. However,
Trump’s administration
lifted sanctions on ex-
tremist settlers that were
previously imposed by
President Joe Biden, sig-
naling a shift in the US
stance after Trump re-
turned to the White House
earlier this year.

The US provides billions
in military aid to Israel
annually, a fact that has
drawn renewed scrutiny
amid rising settler vio-
lence in the occupied
West Bank. International
observers, including UN
agencies, have also raised
alarms over increasing at-
tacks on Palestinian com-
munities, which many
now describe as system-
atic and ethnically moti-
vated.

Shubhanshu Shukla Retums After Historic ISS Mission

New delhi
WUT | July 16

Group Captain Shubhan-
shu Shukla, India’s first
astronaut to visit the In-
ternational Space Station
(ISS), returned safely to
Earth after an 18-day
mission, marking a sig-
nificant step forward in
the country’s human
spaceflight ambitions.
His spacecraft, ‘Grace’,
made a successful
splashdown in the Paci-
fic Ocean off the Califor-
nia coast at 3:01 pm IST
(2:31 am Pacific Time)
after a 22-hour journey
and a dramatic at-
mospheric re-entry.
Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi called the
achievement a “historic
milestone,” praising
Shukla’s courage and

calling it a major leap to-
ward India’s Gaganyaan
mission scheduled for
2027. “As India’s first
astronaut to visit the ISS,
Shubhanshu Shukla has
inspired a billion
dreams,” Modi posted on
X.

Union Minister Dr. Ji-
tendra Singh welcomed
Shukla’s safe return, de-
claring, “India has found
a lasting space in the
world of space,” while
Andhra Pradesh Chief
Minister N. Chandrababu
Naidu said the mission
would inspire future gen-
erations to dream big.
Shukla, an Air Force of-
ficer and native of Uttar
Pradesh, is expected to
return to India by August
17 following post-mis-
sion debriefing, rehabili-
tation, and technical

reviews with Team Isro.
The astronaut was part
of an international crew,
including Peggy Whitson
(USA), Slawosz Uz-
nanski-Wisniewski (Po-
land), and Tibor Kapu
(Hungary). The capsule
undocked from the ISS
at 4:45 pm IST on Mon-
day after a heartfelt fare-
well from the ISS crew.
During the mission,
Shukla orbited the Earth
over 310 times, covering
13 million km and wit-
nessing more than 300
sunrises and sunsets
from space. His scien-
tific contributions in-
cluded completing seven
key microgravity experi-
ments for Isro, such as:
Studying the Indian
strain of tardigrades
Muscle development
(myogenesis) research

Sprouting methi and
moong seeds in space
Cultivating cyanobac-
teria and microalgae
Analyzing crop seed be-
havior

Conducting the Voyager
display experiment

Isro confirmed that all
mission objectives were
met, calling it a “major
milestone” for Indian
space science.

The mission, which
launched from NASA’s
Kennedy Space Centre in
Florida on June 25, was
also historic for Poland
and Hungary, whose as-
tronauts visited the ISS
for the first time.
Shukla’s successful
flight makes him only
the second Indian in
space after Rakesh
Sharma’s Soviet mission
in 1984.

LPU Awards Scholarships Worth
Over 12 Crore to the AP and
Telangana 2025 Batch

New delhi
WUT | July 16

Lovely Professional Univer-
sity (LPU) celebrated the ac-
ademic potential and
aspirations of its incoming
2025 batch from Andhra Pra-
desh and Telangana states by
awarding scholarships worth
over 12 crore. Reaffirming
its commitment to inclusive
and affordable education,
LPU granted scholarships to
thousands of deserving stu-
dents, around 3,000 of them
receiving up to 70% of their
program fee waived. LPU’s
wide-ranging scholarships
recognize exceptional per-
formance in academics,
sports, cultural activities, in-
novation, and community
service. Scholarships includ-
ing tuition and hostel
waivers- have been granted
to top-performing students
from school boards, universi-

ties, and national-level
exams such as JEE, NEET,
CUET, and CAT.

Dr. Ashok Kumar Mittal
shared, “At LPU, our vision
has always been to make
education affordable and ac-
cessible to every deserving
student—irrespective of their
background. When you en-
trust your child to us, they
become our responsibility—
not just academically, but as
young individuals full of po-
tential and dreams.” Dr. Mit-
tal shared, “We at LPU
believe the degree is inciden-
tal. What truly matters is
shaping a successful career
and building a good human
being. That has always been
our foundation. Whether it’s
through placements, entre-
preneurship, innovation, or
research—we ensure every
student has the opportunity
to turn their aspirations into
achievements.

Congress to Comer PM on Pahalgam

New delhi
WUT | July 16

The Congress party is
gearing up to corner the
NDA government in the
upcoming Monsoon
Session of Parliament
with a comprehensive
and aggressive strategy
focusing on national se-
curity, democratic inte-
grity, foreign policy,
and public welfare. A
high-level strategy
committee meeting,
chaired by UPA Chair-
person Sonia Gandhi,
was held in New Delhi
on Tuesday. It was at-
tended by senior
leaders including Con-
gress president Malli-
karjun Kharge, Lok
Sabha Leader of the
Opposition Rahul Gan-
dhi, Jairam Ramesh,
and K.C. Venugopal.
However, senior MPs
Shashi Tharoor, Gaurav
Gogoi, and Manickam
Tagore were unable to
attend due to travel

commitments.Follow-
ing the meeting, Rajya
Sabha MP Pramod Te-
wari addressed the
media and outlined the
Congress party’s key
priorities. The top
agenda includes seek-
ing detailed answers on
the recent Pahalgam
terror attack and Opera-
tion Sindoor.

The Congress is also
questioning the central
government’s silence
over U.S. President Joe
Biden’s repeated claims
that he brokered a
ceasefire between India
and Pakistan—state-
ments that the party
considers diplomati-
cally sensitive and
alarming.The Congress
also plans to raise
major issues including
the controversial voter
list revision in Bihar,
delay in restoring state-
hood to Jammu and
Kashmir, the Air India
plane crash in Ahmed-
abad, increasing atroc-

ities against women,
agrarian distress, and
recent train derailments.
Tewari further alleged
that democracy is being
“murdered” in BJP-
ruled states like Ha-
ryana and Maharashtra,
and warned that the
Election Commission’s
conduct in Bihar repre-
sents a threat to free
and fair elections.On
the judiciary front,
Congress will consult
INDIA bloc allies re-
garding the potential
impeachment motion
against Justice Yash-
want Verma. Mean-
while, party whip
Manickam Tagore
raised concerns over the
rollout of a new mul-
timedia-based atten-
dance system in Lok
Sabha, calling it flawed
and biased, especially
since the Prime Minis-
ter and Union ministers
are exempt from using
it.

EU demands more action from Israel
on aid deal as strikes in Gaza continue

New delhi
WUT | July. 16

EU foreign policy chief Kaja
Kallas said the 27-member
bloc was leaving the door
open to action against Israel
over its assault on the be-
sieged and bombarded Gaza
Strip if the humanitarian situ-
ation does not improve.

Kallas put forward 10 poten-
tial options on Tuesday after
Israel was found to have
breached a cooperation deal
between the two sides on
human rights grounds.

The measures range from
suspending the entire accord
or curbing trade ties to sanc-
tioning Israeli ministers, im-
posing an arms embargo and
halting visa-free travel.

Despite growing anger over
the devastation in Gaza, EU
states remain divided over
how to tackle Israel, and
there was no agreement on
taking any of the moves at a
Tuesday meeting of EU for-
eign ministers in Brussels.

“We will keep these options
on the table and stand ready
to act if Israel does not live
up to its pledges,” Kallas told

journalists. “The aim is not
to punish Israel. The aim is
to really improve the situ-
ation in Gaza.”

The meeting in Brussels
came in the wake of the deal
largely forged by Kallas and
Israeli Foreign Minister Gi-
deon Saar. Saar met with EU
leaders on Monday after
agreeing last week to allow
desperately needed food and
fuel into the coastal enclave
of 2.3 million people who
have endured more than 21
months of Israel’s deadly as-
sault amid a crippling block-
ade

“The border crossings have
been opened, we see more

trucks going in, we see also
operations of the electricity
network, but it’s clearly not
enough because the situation
is still untenable,” Kallas
said.

Details of the deal remain
unclear, but EU officials
have rejected any coopera-
tion with the Israeli-backed
GHF over ethical and safety
concerns.

Calls to end ties with Israel
European nations like Ire-
land, the Netherlands and
Spain have increasingly
called for the EU’s ties with
Israel to be reassessed in the
wake of the war, which has
killed more than 58,000 Pal-
estinians — mostly women

and children.

A report by the European
Commission found “indica-
tions” that Israel’s actions in
Gaza are violating human
rights obligations in the
agreement governing its ties
with the EU, but the bloc is
divided over how to respond.
Public pressure over Israel’s
conduct in Gaza made the
new humanitarian deal pos-
sible, Dutch Foreign Minister
Caspar Veldkamp said, add-
ing, “That force of the 27 EU
member states is what [ want
to maintain now.”Kallas will
update EU member nations
every two weeks on how
much aid is actually getting
through to Gaza, Irish For-
eign Minister Thomas Byrne
said.

“So far we haven’t really
seen the implementation of
it, maybe some very small
actions, but there’s still
slaughter going on, there’s
still a denial of access to
food and water as well,” he
said. “We need to see ac-
tion.”

Spanish Foreign Minister
Jose Manuel Albares Bueno
said details of the deal were

still being discussed and the
EU would monitor results to
see if Israel is complying.

“It’s very clear that this
agreement is not the end —
we have to stop the war,” he
said.

There have been regular pro-
tests across the continent, in-
cluding a small one on
Tuesday outside the Euro-
pean Council, where the
ministers were discussing the
aid plan.

Dozens of protesters in
Brussels called for more ag-
gressive actions to stop Is-
rael’s offensive in the largely
destroyed Gaza Strip, where
famine looms and the health-
care system is on the brink of
collapse.

“It was able to do this for
Russia,” said Alexis Des-
waef, vice president of the
International Federation for
Human Rights. “It must now
agree on a package of sanc-
tions for Israel to end the
genocide and for humanitar-
ian aid to enter Gaza.”

Human rights groups largely
called the EU’s actions insuf-
ficient.
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EDITORIAL

FROM LOCAL TO GLOBAL,

BHARAT'S HANDCRAFTED ASCENT

Hyderabad
WUT | July. 16

Heritage in Bharat is no
longer a memory preserved,
it is a movement in motion.
It has become a source of
identity, empowerment, and
economic renewal. No-
where is this transformation
more visible than in the
handloom sector. On Re-
public Day, the launch of
the e-Pehchaan card
marked a quiet revolution.
What began as a digital reg-
istry for 35 lakh weavers
has since grown into a dy-
namic movement, bringing
35,000 new weavers into
the fold. This is more than
inclusion, it is revival. The
loom is returning to homes,
and a new generation is tak-
ing it up with pride. While
in the handicrafts sector,
over 30 lakh artisans have
been registered under the
Pehchaan card, ensuring
formal identity and access
to government support.

Before 2014, support
through the MUDRA
scheme reached just 1.25
lakh weavers. Today, over 3
lakh have benefitted. A
clear shift from tokenism to
meaningful empowerment.
The loom is no longer just a
symbol of tradition. It is a
tool of aspiration, enabling
small businesses and open-
ing pathways to global mar-
kets. Handicrafts have
witnessed a similar resur-
gence. Exports have risen
from 329,000 crore in 2014
to over 49,000 crore, as ar-
tisans step confidently onto
the world stage. With 313
GI tags, two editions of
Bharat Tex, and a growing
global footprint, traditional
crafts have been repos-
itioned as drivers of eco-
nomic value and cultural
prestige.

Today, a Banarasi weaver
or a Kutch embroiderer is
not just preserving a legacy,
she is defining contempo-
rary luxury and powering

exports. At the centre of
this transformation is Sa-
marth, the government’s
flagship skilling pro-
gramme launched in 2017.
More than 4.3 lakh individ-
uals predominantly women,
rural youth, and traditional
artisans have been trained
to meet industry standards.
Since 2014, over 12.55 lakh
people have been trained
under the Integrated Skill
Development Scheme and
Samarth. With new skills
and focused support, they
are not just surviving, they
are leading. Platforms like
ONDC and India Hand-
made have enabled them to
bypass middlemen, access
global markets, and build
sustainable, self-owned en-
terprises. This growing pool
of skilled talent is fuelling a
new creative economy. One
where design, innovation,
and tradition come together
to shape Bharat’s global
edge.
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Miyan Mushk Mosque
Suffers Official Neglect

three-century-old Miyan Mushk mosque, a
protected monument, and several heritage
structures in its courtyard in Puranapul, is

rotting in silence due to official apathy and lack of
funding from the government. The structures, which
showcase a unique architectural style from the Qutb
Shahi era and were built by Miyan Mushk between

1680 and 1682, are in poor condition due to age,
water seepage, and overgrown vegetation on the
walls and terrace. These structures require immedi-
ate attention and restoration.

Apart from the mosque, the Magbara (Dargah), en-
trance arch, and Hammam Khana are also in need
of restoration. The Hammam, a separate building
within the mosque premises that was once used to
treat patients with paralysis, and the Sarai, an ac-
commodation facility for visitors from different
parts of the state, are both in a dilapidated con-
dition. Mosque managing committee president
Samad Warsi said the Maqgbara's minaret collapsed
10 days ago due to structural ageing. “There is
water seepage through the main entrance arch and
the mosque terrace, along with vegetation growth.
We are not allowed to carry out repairs ourselves by
the heritage department,” said Warsi.

Despite his repeated requests since 2014, no action
has been taken so far. “Officials visited and made
estimates, but no work has started. A budget of 32.3
crore has been approved for the restoration, but it is
yet to be released,” he added. Historian Dr Dyavan-
palli Satyanarayana said the mosque was built be-
tween 1680 and 1682 by Miyan Mushk, who was
from Abyssinia and served as keeper of the keys
during the reign of Tanashah in the Qutb Shahi
Kingdom. “It is well known for its Arabesque cal-
ligraphy, where verses from the Quran and Hadith
can be seen. In 1687, Aurangzeb destroyed many
structures, but this mosque was left untouched,” he
said.

lllegal Guns Spark Twin Political Murders in Hyderabadl

Congress SC leader
Anil shot dead in Medak

Hyderabad
WUT | July. 16

Two political leaders were
gunned down within 12
hours—from Monday
evening to Tuesday morn-
ing—highlighting a grow-
ing concern over the ease
with which firearms are
being procured from
northern states like Uttar
Pradesh and Bihar and
smuggled into Telangana’s
capital.

A senior police officer re-
vealed that illegal weapons
such as tapanchas and
country-made pistols,
often priced as low as
210,000, are being sourced
from regions where illicit
gun-making functions like
a cottage industry. “These
firearms are often trans-
ported via lorries, train
routes, or brought in di-
rectly by the accused,” the
officer said, adding that
these low-volume consign-
ments typically escape de-

tection.

Authorities previously
curbed such arms-related
crimes through rigorous
surveillance. “Between
2010 and 2015, Arms Act
cases were frequently reg-
istered alongside sections
related to murder or at-
tempted murder. But as
gang rivalries declined,
these incidents dropped
due to increased police
vigilance and source-based
tip-offs,” said a former
member of the Hyderabad
Task Force and Racha-
konda SOT.

He also explained the

evolving methods of arms
procurement. In many
cases, Telangana-based
gangs directly travel to the
northern states to collect
weapons. Others rely on
lorry drivers or cleaners to
transport the firearms to
local contacts in Hydera-
bad. Some individuals
even smuggle weapons via
trains to sell locally for
quick profits.

Meanwhile, in the wake
of the killings, jails have
come under scrutiny, with
allegations that they are
becoming hubs for crim-
inal networking. A senior

prisons official dismissed
these claims as exagger-
ated. “When inmates are
first lodged, their main
concern is getting bail, not
planning another crime,”
the officer said.

He emphasized that in-
mates are housed based on
their criminal profiles—
first-time offenders, NDPS
Act violators, murder sus-
pects, and others are sep-
arated to minimize
cross-interaction. “Yes,
three out of ten dacoity-ac-
cused might end up in the
same barrack, but that
doesn’t mean they’re plot-
ting together,” he said.

Calling prisons “correc-
tional facilities,” he noted
that surveillance is only
employed when there is
actionable intelligence.
“We don’t monitor every
conversation. People come
to jail as punishment—not
for punishment,” the of-
ficer concluded.

Hyderabad
WUT | July. 16

In a sensational incident,
Congress SC Cell district
secretary Marelli Anil
(28) was shot dead by un-
identified miscreants who
had been following him in
two separate cars at Vari-
guntham village on Mon-
day night around 8 pm.

Based on the empty car-
tridges found at the crime
spot and the number of
bullet wounds on his
body, police confirmed
that the assailants fired
four rounds at him, all of
which hit the target.

CCTV footage from a
rice mill located on the
Medak—Jogipet road near
Variguntham revealed that
the assailants were trailing

Anil in two cars. When
his car reached the spot,
one of the two cars over-
took and slowed down in
front of him. A person
from the front car got
down, approached Anil,
and shot him from close
range.

While the front car pro-
ceeded towards Jogipet,
leaving the shooter be-
hind, the second car,
which had stopped behind
Anil’s vehicle, picked up
the shooter and took a U-
turn towards Medak. In an
attempt to escape, Anil
tried to accelerate, but his
car veered off the road
and slipped into a road-
side agricultural field. The
entire incident occurred in
about a minute.

CPI Leader Chandu Rathod Shot Dead m Dilsukhnagar

Hyderabad
WUT | July. 16

In a shocking daylight
killing, Communist Party
of India (CPI) state coun-
cil member K. Chandu
Rathod, also known as
Chandu Naik, was shot
dead by four assailants
near Salivahana Park, Dil-
sukhnagar, around 7:30
am on Tuesday. The at-
tackers, one of whom has
been identified by the
family as Rathod’s former
close friend Rajesh, am-
bushed him after he
stopped for juice during

his morning walk.

According to police, the
assailants threw chilli
powder into Rathod’s eyes
to incapacitate him before
opening fire. Though he
tried to flee, seven bullets
were fired, two of which
misfired, while five struck
him, including a fatal shot
to the head. He suc-
cumbed to his injuries be-
fore help arrived.

The suspects fled in a
grey car, last seen heading
towards Marutinagar and
Chaitanyapuri. An eyewit-
ness said the attackers
threatened a nearby doctor

at gunpoint when he at-
tempted to help the vic-
tim. The area was
immediately cordoned off,
with Task Force and dog
squads deployed for in-
vestigation.

Rathod’s family, who

usually walked with him,
had left the spot just ten
minutes earlier. His wife
Naarabai, daughter

Sindhu, and son (currently
studying in Canada) sur-
vive him. Naarabai told
reporters she had seen Ra-
jesh nearby the previous
night and again that morn-
ing but didn’t expect
harm.

The family suspects a
land dispute to be the mo-
tive. Rathod had recently
opposed alleged extortion
involving huts constructed
at Kuntloor, reportedly led
by Rajesh and others. Ten-

sions reportedly escalated
after Rathod tried to pre-
vent them from collecting
illegal money.

While Rajesh is believed
to be a CPI(ML) leader,
CPI sources and locals
deny any active associa-
tion. Police are also ex-
ploring the possibility of
professional rivalry, in-
cluding a conflict over a
family affair Rathod sup-
ported, which may have
angered Rajesh.

Adding complexity to the
case, Rathod was also Ac-
cused No. 2 in a 2022
murder case involving the

death of a centring
worker, Bhanu, whose
body was found in Kham-
mam. Investigators are
probing possible links be-
tween that case and Tues-
day’s murder.

As of now, reports about
the attackers surrendering
remain unconfirmed, and
police say multiple indi-
viduals linked to both dis-
putes are being
interrogated. The Malak-
pet police have registered
a case, and a post-mortem
was conducted at Osma-
nia Hospital. Further in-
vestigation is ongoing.
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Richa Chadha shares adorable
glimpse of holding baby Zuneyra

Mumbai
WUT | July 16

Actress Richa Chadha has
shared a glimpse of her one-
year-old daughter Zuneyra.
Richa took to her Instagram
stories, where she shared a
picture. In the photo, baby
Zuneyra is seen sleeping on
her mother’s lap. The tod-
dler’s face is not fully vis-
ible, however, one can see
her tiny ear. The actress
seems to be taking the pic-
ture from a lower angle and
is posing for the lens. For the
caption, she wrote:
“Mmmm.”

It was last year in July,
when Bollywood couple
Richa and Ali announced the
arrival of their first child, a
daughter. In a joint state-
ment, Richa and Ali con-
firmed that they welcomed a
“healthy baby girl” on July
16. “We are tickled pink with

N
joy to announce the arrival of
a healthy baby girl on
16.07.24! Our families are
overjoyed, and we thank our
well-wishers for their love
and blessings! Love, Richa
Chadha and Ali Fazal,” the
couple shared in their state-
ment.In February 2024,
Richa and Ali announced on
social media that they were
expecting their first child.

Their Instagram announce-
ment read, “1+1=3" and was
captioned, “A tiny heartbeat
is the loudest sound in our
world.” Richa and Ali first
met on the sets of ‘Fukrey’ in
2013 and decided to get mar-
ried in 2020 during the pan-
demic. She was last seen in
the Fukrey 3 directed by
Mrighdeep Singh Lamba.

The film is the third install-
ment of the Fukrey franchise
and the sequel to Fukrey Re-
turns in 2017. It stars an en-
semble cast of Pulkit Samrat,
Varun Sharma, Manjot
Singh, Richa Chadha, and
Pankaj Tripathi. She made
her production venture ‘Girls
Will Be Girls,” a coming-of-
age drama film, written and
directed by Shuchi Talati. It
stars Preeti Panigrahi, Kani
Kusruti, and Kesav Binoy
Kiron. The film is setin a
boarding school in the Hima-
layan foothills, and centers
around teenager Mira’s ro-
mance with a charming new
student, her subsequent sex-
ual awakening, and at times
strained relationship with her
protective mother. The film
premiered at the 2024 Sun-
dance Film Festival, where it
participated in the competi-
tion section.

Rashmika Mandanna’s cryptic ““very, very special”
post sparks relationship with VD rumours

Mumbai
WUT | July. 16

Actress Rashmika Man-
danna‘s latest diary entry
seems to suggest that she
has embarked on a new
journey.

The ‘Pushpa‘ actress took
to her Instagram handle
and dropped a short video
of her latest dear diary
entry. Rashmika wrote,
“Dear Diary, Today I
started something new
and I can’t wait to share
the story with you.”
Along with the video, the
‘Animal’ actress also
penned the caption say-
ing, “You know that feel-
ing when your heart is
racing, your hands are
shaking, and your cheeks
hurt from smiling??
Yeah... that’s me right
now...Because something

very, very special is on its
way...”

While it is not known
what Rashmika is up to,
netizens seem to think
that she will be making an
announcement regarding
her relationship with her
‘Dear Comrade’ co-star
Vijay Deverakonda.

Taking to the comment
section, one of the Insta
users wrote, “Rashmika
Deverakonda soon?”
Another one penned,

“Rashmika deverakonda
soon”.

The speculations about
Rashmika and VD being
in a relationship have
been doing rounds for a
long time now, however,
neither of the two have
confirmed their relation-
ship status. Work-wise,
Rashmika recently shared
the first look from her
next, “Mysaa” on social
media.

The picture features her

covering half of her face
with a veil, with blood
marks visible on the re-
maining half.

Shedding light on the im-
portance of “Mysaa” on
her acting journey, Rash-
mika wrote in the caption,
“I always try to give you
something new... some-
thing different... some-
thing exciting...And
this... This is one of
those..A character I’ve
never played before... a
world I’ve never stepped
into... and a version of
me that even I hadn’t met
till now.. It’s fierce.. it’s
intense and it’s extremely
raw..I am so nervous and
super excited, I genuinely
cannot wait for you to see
what we’re going to be
creating.. This is just the
beginning..#Mysaa.”

Made under the direction

Kiara Advani, Sidharth Malhotra blessed with baby girl

Hyderabad
WUT | July 16

Celebrations are in full
swing in the Bollywood

' world, as beloved celeb-

rity couple Kiara Advani
and Sidharth Malhotra
have become proud par-
ents to a baby girl. The
couple, who had an-
nounced their pregnancy
earlier this year, were
seen beaming with joy as
they welcomed their
daughter at HN Reliance
Hospital in the Girgaon

! area of Mumbai. Accord-

ing to sources close to the
couple, both mother and

baby are healthy and
doing well.

The couple had made
their pregnancy public in
February 2025 through a
touching post on social
media, which immediately
captured the hearts of fans
across the nation. The
post featured a tender
image of the two holding
a pair of baby socks, sym-
bolizing the little bundle
of joy on the way. The
photo was captioned,
“The greatest gift of our
lives... Coming soon”, in-
stantly going viral and
drawing warm wishes
from fans and celebrities

alike.

As Kiara’s due date
neared, excitement con-
tinued to build. However,
just days before the deliv-
ery, the couple was
spotted visiting a mater-
nity facility in Mumbai,
sparking speculation and
concern among fans re-
garding the well-being of
the mother and child. For-
tunately, all turned out
well, and the delivery
went smoothly at HN Re-
liance Hospital.

In May 2025, Kiara made
headlines worldwide
when she debuted her ra-
diant baby bump at the

prestigious MET Gala
held at The Metropolitan
Museum of Art in New
York City. Styled by re-
nowned Indian designer
Gaurav Gupta, the actress
stunned in a bespoke cou-
ture look titled “Brave-
hearts.” She wore a
striking gold sculpted
breastplate shaped as two
hearts, paired with a flow-
ing white cape that sym-
bolized elegance and
strength. Kiara posted
several photos of her
MET Gala appearance on
Instagram, captioning
them, “Mama’s first Mon-
day in May,” a playful

nod to the event’s iconic
calendar date.

Her husband, actor Sid-
harth Malhotra, proudly
reposted the pictures on
his Instagram stories with
a simple but heartfelt
message: a heart emoji
followed by the words
“both brave hearts.” The
gesture was widely appre-
ciated by their fans, who
adore the couple for their
quiet elegance and heart-
felt expressions of love.

Kiara and Sidharth’s love
story has been admired by
millions. The two tied the
knot in February 2023 in a
private but dreamy wed-

ding ceremony after dat-
ing for several years.
While they have largely
chosen to keep their per-
sonal lives out of the
limelight, the couple oc-
casionally shares glimpses
of their journey together
through social media
posts that are often filled
with warmth, playfulness,
and deep affection.

One such memorable mo-
ment was captured not
long ago, when Kiara
shared a video of herself
playing with puppies, her
face glowing with happi-
ness and maternal antici-
pation. Fans were quick to

BSE building gets bomb
threat, tums out to be hoax

Mumbai
WUT | July. 16

The iconic Bombay Stock
Exchange (BSE) building
in south Mumbeai received
a bomb threat email, which
turned out to a hoax after a
search of the premises, po-
lice said on Tuesday. A
BSE employee received an
email on Sunday from an
email ID mentioning the
name of a political leader
from south India, an offi-
cial said.

The email claimed four
RDX IEDs had been
planted in the BSE build-
ing and warned of a blast
around 3 pm on Monday,

he said. The BSE employee
alerted the stock exchange
authorities who then ap-
proached the Mumbai Po-
lice.

A team of the Mumbai Po-
lice and the Bomb Detec-
tion and Disposal Squad
(BDDS) rushed to the BSE
highrise tower and con-
ducted a search, the official
said, adding that nothing
suspicious was found.

The police have registered
a case against unidentified
person under relevant sec-
tions of the Bharatiya
Nyaya Sanhita and efforts
were on to trace the email
sender.

BUSSINESS

Urgent Call for Awareness and Immunization Against RSV in India

Hyderabad
WUT | July 16

Medical professionals ac-
ross India are raising the
alarm over Respiratory
Syncytial Virus (RSV)—a
highly contagious and often
under-recognized virus that
poses a serious threat to in-
fants and young children,
especially under the age of
five.

Though frequently mis-
taken for a seasonal cold,
RSV is responsible for
nearly 3.6 million hospital-
izations and around
100,000 child deaths
globally each year. With
India accounting for the
largest annual birth co-
hort—approximately 25

million newborns—the
country faces a dispropor-
tionately heavy burden of
RSV-related illnesses. The
threat escalates during mon-
soon and early winter, when
neonatal ICUs across India
see a sharp spike in admis-
sions due to RSV complica-
tions.

“Even full-term, healthy
infants from all socio-eco-
nomic backgrounds can re-
quire oxygen or ventilator
support due to RSV,”
warned Dr. Vasant M. Kha-
latkar, President of the In-
dian Academy of Pediatrics
(IAP). “While hygiene
measures like handwashing
help, they’re not always
enough. That’s why preven-
tion through immunization

is a game-changer.”

Recent developments are
offering new hope. The
World Health Organization
(WHO) has recommended
long-acting monoclonal an-
tibodies (mAb) to protect
against RSV. India now has
access to two key preven-
tive options:

Palivizumab: A monthly in-
jection used for high-risk
infants.

Nirsevimab: A newly avail-
able, single-dose antibody
that provides season-long
protection and can be ad-
ministered shortly after
birth.

“Administering Nirsevi-
mab during birth or routine
follow-ups can significantly
reduce hospitalizations and

protect infants from serious
RSV complications like
bronchiolitis and pneu-
monia,” said Dr. Khalatkar.
“Early awareness, parental
engagement, and timely im-
munization are essential.”
Dr. Cesar Mascarenas,
Head of Medical Inter-
national Region at Sanofi,
emphasized that the com-
pany is working to close the
gap in RSV prevention.
“Advanced immunization
aligned with WHO guide-
lines, along with better
awareness and access, is
crucial to protecting future
generations in India.”
Echoing this, Dr. Bhavesh
Kotak, Head of Medical Af-
fairs at Dr. Reddy’s, noted
that while high-income

countries have early access
to preventive solutions,
India still lags in awareness
and timely intervention.
“Building an equitable, re-
sponsive system requires
increased public education
and access to novel immu-
nization options,” he said.
In April 2025, Sanofi and
Dr. Reddy’s announced the
expansion of their partner-
ship to bring this break-
through RSV immunization
to India. Parents and care-
givers are advised to con-
sult their pediatricians or
neonatologists about RSV
prevention options. Protect
your baby—talk to your
doctor about RSV immu-
nization.

New SMS rules make it easier to spot spam

Hyderabad
WUT | July. 16

Mobile users will now be
able to differentiate be-
tween genuine and spam
SMS as telecom operators
have rolled out suffixes
that will appear before the
sender’s name or header,
industry body COALI said
on Tuesday.

The Cellular Operators
Association of India
(COAI), which represents
telecom operators like Re-
liance Jio, Airtel, Voda-
fone Idea, expressed
concern over spammers
taking the route of over-
the-top or internet mes-
saging apps which defeats
the purpose of enforcing
stringent measures to
check spam and fraud

messages.

“All telecom service pro-
viders (TSPs) have imple-
mented the promotional
(‘P”), service-related
(°S”), transactional (‘T”)
and government (‘G’)
communications suffix
system on SMS headers,
as mandated by the Tele-
com Commercial Com-
munication Customer
Preference Regulations
(TCCCPR) vide its
Amendment to the
TCCCP Regulation dated
12th February 2025,”

COAI Director General,
SP Kochhar said in a
statement.

He said the implementa-
tion has enhanced trans-
parency and consumer
protection as such catego-
risation enables sub-
scribers to easily identify
the nature of incoming
messages, reducing spam,
strengthening compliance
and improving overall
trust and convenience for
users.

“Users can easily identify
and differentiate promo-
tional, service-related,
transactional and govern-
ment messages at a
glance. Clearly marking
promotional messages
(‘P’) and thus, helping
subscribers avoid un-
wanted marketing com-

munication, effectively re-
ducing spam. Customers
can readily identify gen-
uine transactional (‘T”)
and service-related (‘S”)
messages, reducing the
likelihood of fraud or
scams,” Kochhar said.
He, however, expressed
concern as spammers and
scamsters continue to take
the route of messaging
apps which remains un-
regulated. “The concerns
persist regarding the use
of OTT Communication
services for increasing
spam and fraud messages,
as the success of any con-
sent framework or spam
mitigation measure is in-
complete if large parts of
the communication eco-
system remain unregu-
lated.

HDFC Life Q1FY26 Net
Up 14%, ICICI Pru Up 34%

Hyderabad
WUT | July. 16

Private insurer ICICI Pru-
dential Life Insurance on
Tuesday reported a 34 per
cent growth in net profit
at Rs 302 crore for the
June quarter of 2025-26
fiscal. The private sector
insurer had a net profit of
Rs 225 crore in the April-
June period of FY25.
Another private life in-
surer HDFC Life Insur-
ance reported a 14.23
percent year-on-year
(YoY) increase in net
profit to Rs 546 crore for
the April-June quarter of
FY26 driven by growth in

back book profits, beating
analyst expectations. In
the corresponding period
last year its net profit was
Rs 478 crore.

ICICI Prudential Life In-
surance's Value of New
Business (VNB), which
represents the present
value of future profits,
stood at Rs 457 crore with
a VNB margin of 24.5 per
cent for Q1-FY2026. The
Company reported a total
premium growth of 8.1
per cent year-on year in
QI1-FY2026 on the back
of its extensive distribu-
tion and comprehensive
product suite. On the
other hand, HDFC Life

Insurance's Value of New
Business (VNB) climbed
12.7 per cent YoY to Rs
809 crore with improved
new business margins of
25.1 per cent. The assets
under management of the
ICICI Prudential stood at
Rs 3.2 lakh crore at June
30, 2025 while HDFC
Life's AUM grew 15 per
cent year on year to Rs
3.56 lakh crore. ICICI
Prudential's renewal pre-
mium income grew 9.4
percent to Rs 4,942 crore,
indicating improved poli-
cyholder retention while
HDFC Life's grew 19 per
cent to Rs 7,603 crore.

SBI organises
cyber fraud
awareness drive
across Telangana

0SBl

The banker to every

The State Bank of India
(SBI) organised a massive
cyber fraud awareness drive
across the State during the
weekend. The campaign was
held at more than 40 public
locations—including parks,
metro stations, indoor sta-
diums, supermarkets, pan-
chayat offices, schools, and
pensioners’ associations—
reaching citizens from all
walks of life.

More than 1,000 SBI staff
participated in the drive to
educate the people about the
rising threat of cyber fraud
and the importance of safe-
guarding personal and finan-
cial information. The
awareness sessions featured a
range of engaging and in-
formative activities, includ-
ing the display of educational
audio and video content on
large screens to capture pub-
lic attention and effectively
convey key messages.Infor-
mative pamphlets were dis-
tributed to provide
easy-to-understand tips and
reminders for staying safe in
the digital space. Live dem-
onstrations showcased com-
mon fraud techniques,
helping attendees recognise
and respond to suspicious be-
haviour.

Leading the drive were Gen-
eral Manager Sateesh Kumar
and Deputy General Manager
Bipin K Singh, along with re-
gional managers, assistant
general managers and branch
managers.
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Divesh, Ashish,
Simha, Abhirath,
Bansal hog limelight

Evergreen, Divesh Singh (6/50) for Deccan

Chronicle, and Ashish Srivastav (5/46) for Dec-
can Wanderers were among the highlights of the
HCA A-Division two-day league cricket champion-
ship here on Tuesday.

In other matches, H.K. Simha (150) for Balaaji CC,
Abhirath Reddy (165) and Yash Bansal (103) for Jai
Hanuman, and R. Alankrit (117) for Union Bank of
India hit impressive centuries.

Scores:

A-Division Two-Day League:
AOC 194 in 45.2 overs lost to Central Excise 195/6

in 53.3 overs (T.P. Anirudh 44, Varun Vinod 54, G.
Manish 32).

Deccan Chronicle 357 in 84.5 overs bt Cambridge XI
265 in 66.4 overs (Kritin Reddy 39, B.V.S. Sampath
46, Bhagath Varma 40, Rithish Reddy 33, N. Rakesh
46, Divesh Singh 6/50).

Evergreen 442/7 in 90 overs bt Balaaji 322 in 83.1
overs (Krithik Reddy 40, H.K. Simha 150, Hitesh
Yadav 32, Md. Saqlain Arafat 5/76).

Sporting XI 362/8 decl. in 77.2 overs bt SBI 132 in
40.4 overs (P. Sri Hari 50, Vishal Sharma 45, Tanay
Thyagarajan 3/11, Sheik Aaqib 3/27).

Deccan Wanderers 379/8 in 90 overs bt Hyd Bottling
157 in 30.2 overs (G. Aryan Reddy 39, Y. Harshith
Sai 45, Manish Reddy 3/59, Ashish Srivastav 5/46).
Combined Districts 367/8 in 90 overs lost to Jai Ha-
numan 372/4 in 60.3 overs (Abhirath Reddy 165,
Yash Bansal 103, P. Aravind 47).

MP Colts 392/4 in 89 overs (Mickil Jaiswal 201 n.o.)
lost to Union Bank of India 394/6 in 83.5 overs (M.
Naveen Reddy 80, R. Alankrit 117, Neeraj Bist 37,
Abhinav Kumar 84 n.o., A. Rahul Reddy 3/62).

R. Dayanand 332 in 84.2 overs bt SCRSA 200 in
44.5 overs (Aaron George 35, Dharani Kumar 37
n.o., Jagadeesh 61, Madhuveer Reddy 3/58, Ruthish
Reddy 3/84).

B-Division Two-Day League:

Classic 208 in 59 overs (D. Janmesh Singh 51, Adi-
tya Sahu 34, G. Ronith Narayana 30) vs Ensconse
72/0 in 26.5 overs.

Mega City 297 in 78.3 overs (Mohd. Rehan 41, Syed
Abubakker Siddique 54, Jawad Khan 105 n.o., Ma-
nish Reddy 4/44, K. Ramakrishna 4/32) vs Brothers
XI122/1 in 6.5 overs.

Nalgonda District 363 in 77.4 overs (K. Jashwanth
105, Gnana Prakash Reddy 51, M.A. Shoeb Wasiq
88) vs Medak District 41/1 in 7 overs.

Mahmood 329/7 in 90 overs (N. Nitesh Naik 101,
Bala Trivikram 129, Md. Tameem Saifi 3/49) vs New
Blues.

I Fine spells from Md. Saqlain Arafat (5/76) for

SM Krishna, Avni
Govind win Under-15
badminton titles

lf GOPICHAND ‘ Anant Bajaj Badmlnto

M Krishna and Avni Govind won the boys
S and girls under-15 singles titles respectively in
the Telangana Open Sub-Junior Badminton
Tournament at Gopi Chand Academy here.
Final placings:
Boys
Under-15
Singles: 1. S M Krishna, 2. Chadwick Kommanapalli
Doubles: 1. Chinmay Wankhede & Krishav Puppala,
2. S M Krishna & Rampratheeth Bhimavarapu
Under-13
Singles: 1. D Rajveer, 2. Debla Tagu
Doubles: 1. Advaith Sattu & D Rajveer, 2. Debia
Tagu & Kyon Tamin
Girls
Under-15
Singles: 1. Avni Govind, 2. Manya Agarwal
Doubles: 1. Manya Agarwal & Shruti Yetchina, 2.
Hamsini Manne & Tirza Lal
Under-13
Singles: 1. Shanvi Nimma, 2. Aabha Jadhav
Doubles: 1. Aabha Jadhav & B Diya Anand, 2. Deek-
sha Sahasra Banda & Shanvi Nimma
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Sandeep Choudhary’s Live Decoding of
AlI171 Crash Shocks Global Audiences

Hyderabad
WUT | July. 16

In an extraordinary rev-
elation that has stunned
global viewers, Sandeep
Choudhary, President of
the India Chapter of Save
Earth Mission, live-de-
coded the recent Air
India Flight AT 171 crash
in under three minutes at
the Global Vision Unveil-
ing event in GIFT City.
His presentation, blend-
ing numerology, cosmic
theory, and pattern rec-
ognition, is making
global headlines and
sparking debate across
scientific and spiritual
circles.

Choudhary called the
crash “not chaos, but
code,” explaining that
numbers, frequency, and

vibration reveal a univer-
sal message. He linked
the crash date
(12/06/2025), flight
number (AI171), and
time of the incident (1:38
pm) to a repeating 3-6-9
sequence, which he inter-
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preted as cosmic com-
munication.

“The universe speaks in
numbers... AI171’s
tragedy was not just an
aviation failure but a mo-
ment of cosmic align-
ment,” he told the

audience.

Key patterns identified
by Choudhary include:
Crash date: 1+2=3,
0+6=6, 2+0+2+5=9 —
Sequence: 3—6-9

Flight number AI171:
1+7+1 = 9 (interpreted as

karmic completion)
Crash time 1:38 pm:
1+3+8=12 —» 1+2=3

Miraculous elements: 1
Bhagavad Gita survived,
1 passenger survived, 1
person missed the flight
— 1+1+1 =3 (divine
trinity)

Flight origin and destina-
tion: Ahmedabad (9
letters) to London (6
letters) + 3 divine signs

— 3-6-9

Describing these align-
ments as a “signal from
the Universe,” Choud-
hary urged people to “in-
trospect, reflect, decode,
and evolve.”

His analysis has since
gone viral, with
#Al171DecodedBySan-
deep trending across so-
cial platforms like X,
Instagram, YouTube

Shorts, and Threads.
Media outlets worldwide
are covering his remarks,
highlighting their spiri-
tual, philosophical, and
emotional impact.
Choudhary is no stranger
to the limelight. As Pres-
ident of Save Earth Mis-
sion, he leads one of the
largest global reforest-
ation efforts, aiming to
plant 30 billion trees by
2040. He already holds a
Guinness World Record
for planting over
5,00,000 trees in a single
hour.

Now emerging as a
“voice for deeper truth,”
Choudbhary is being
hailed for bridging
science, spirituality, and
cosmic intelligence in the
wake of tragedy.

Ganguly disappomted with India’s batting
collapse at Lord’s, hails Jadeja’s grit

Hyderabad
WUT | July. 16

Former India captain
Sourav Ganguly voiced
his disappointment over
India’s narrow loss to
England in the third
Test at Lord’s, where
the visitors fell short by
just 22 runs in a tense
finish. The defeat gave
England a 2-1 lead in
the five-match series,
with India unable to
chase down a modest
target of 193 on the
final day.

Speaking at the Indian
Racing League & F4
India Championship on
Tuesday, Ganguly said
he expected more from
India’s batting unit
given their form earlier
in the series. “A little
bit disappointed with
the way India batted in
this series; they should
have gotten this 190,”
Ganguly said. “When

you saw Jadeja fight
and score the runs, bat-
ting quality in this
team, they will be more
disappointed than I am
because it was an op-
portunity to get 2-1 up
in the series against
England.”

India were bowled out
for 170 in 74.5 overs,
despite a fighting effort
from Ravindra Jadeja,
who top-scored with 61

in the second innings.
Jadeja had earlier con-
tributed 72 runs in the
first innings, continuing
his fine run of form in
the series.

Ganguly was all praise
for the all-rounder’s
commitment and con-
sistency. “Jadeja has
been exceptional; he is
going to continue to
play for India as long as
he bats and performs

like this,” Ganguly
said. “He has been
around for a long time.
He has played some 80
Test matches and more
than 200 one-day
games. You can see him
batting, bowling, and
fielding. He is a special
player and his batting
has really improved
over the years with the
experience. He is a spe-
cial player and very im-
portant part of this
team.”

India will now head to
Manchester for the
fourth Test at Old Traf-
ford starting July 23,
hoping to bounce back
and level the series.
With two Tests remain-
ing, the visitors still
have a chance to script
a comeback—but as
Ganguly’s comments
suggest, their top order
must deliver when it
matters most.

HCA defers a call on convening
special General Body Meeting

Hyderabad
WUT | July. 16

The depleted Apex Council
of the Hyderabad Cricket
Association, which met for
the second time in the space
of one week after criminal
proceedings were initiated
by the Telangana CID
against the top brass—in-
cluding the President, the
Secretary, the Treasurer and
a couple of affiliated club
officials—took a decision
on Tuesday to introduce a
grievance redressal system
for players through a three-
tier mechanism.
Significantly, the Apex
Council, however, deferred
debating the convening of a
special General Body Meet-
ing to discuss the latest de-
velopments.

“We will take a call about
that in the next meeting to

be held in a couple of days,”

a senior official informed
Telangana Today on Tues-
day.

The mechanism will in-
clude a physical box, toll-
free line and an online
portal to empower players
with safe, accessible feed-
back channels.

The Apex Council—at-
tended by Sardar Daljeet

Singh (in-charge President),
T. Basava Raju (Joint Secre-
tary), Sunil Kumar Agarwal
(Councillor) and D. Rajas-
hekar (C & AG Nominee)—
also decided to begin the
recruitment process for a
full-time Director and ex-
pert coaching staff, aimed at
rebuilding HCA'’s pipeline
of cricketing talent.

The HCA will soon launch
a monthly newsletter to
foster regular communica-
tion with stakeholders and
the cricketing fraternity,
promoting transparency in
all activities.

It was also decided that the
BCCI would be formally
notified regarding the tem-
porary leadership and up-
dated official
correspondence procedures.
Another decision was to in-
troduce biometric atten-
dance across all venues to
bring digital accuracy, re-
duce proxy attendance and
enhance workplace dis-
cipline.

KL Rahul’s form 1s a massive takeaway
for India: Sanjay Mangrekar

Hyderabad
WUT | July. 16

Former India batter San-
jay Manjrekar believes
that opener KL Rahul’s
form in the ongoing Test
series against England is
the biggest takeaway for
the visitors.

Rahul has so far amassed

375 runs across six in-
nings on the tour includ-
ing two centuries and a
half-century.

“The biggest satisfaction
I’ve had — as an analyst
and a former cricketer —
has come from watching
KL Rahul. He has always
had the game. Yes, there
were grey areas in his
technique, but he worked
on those and resolved
them. What was missing
was consistency. On one
of our shows, we even

jokingly gave him the
title of ‘Mr. Consistent
KL Rahul’ — but it’s taken
him a long time to truly
earn that tag.

“He has now played over
50 Test matches for India,
and what I’m seeing now
is close to perfection —
there are no visible weak-
nesses. For the first time
in an overseas series, he
has scored more than 200

runs. That, for me, is a
massive takeaway for
India,” Manjrekar said on
JioHotstar.

After India’s narrow 22-
run loss at Lord’s on
Monday, Manjrekar re-
flected on the ninth-
wicket partnership
between Ravindra Jadeja
and Jasprit Bumrah.
“Ravindra Jadeja was
batting well and defend-

ing resolutely, but it
never looked like he was
taking the kind of risks
needed to help India win.
He was playing a waiting
game and hoping against
hope. The real star in that
partnership, though, was
Jasprit Bumrah. He
stayed out there for one
hour and 40 minutes
against high-quality fast
bowling, facing bouncers,
and it was remarkable to
see how his net sessions
with the bat finally paid
off. The mental toughness
we see in his bowling
came through in his bat-
ting too, and that was
truly special,” he said.
“It’s heartening to see
how much Jadeja trusts
his defence these days.
He plays long innings
now, patient and with
time on his side. The 70

runs he scored in the first
innings were not a quick-
fire 70 — he batted for
four hours. And on this
pitch, scoring 50 felt like
batting for 50 hours. But
if you look at that mo-
ment when Jadeja
brought up his half-cen-
tury, the visuals from the
Lord’s balcony did not
look too positive. The
energy from the dressing
room said it all, it felt like
the team knew that win-
ning would be very diffi-
cult. Jadeja was trying, no
doubt, but given the
pitch, the conditions, and
India’s scoring rate, the
chase looked beyond
reach,” Manjrekar added
on Jadeja’s gritty knock.
Reflecting on Bumrah’s
adaptability and impact
across both innings,
Manjrekar praised the

pacer’s greatness that has
become his legacy.

“In the first innings,
Bumrah showed just how
great a bowler he is. This
was the kind of pitch
where he could not really
display his full range, so
he bowled patiently and
waited for opportunities.
And when the moment
came — in the latter half
of the innings — he was
ready. He picked up five
wickets in the first in-
nings on a surface that
did not offer much assis-
tance. Then, when Wash-
ington Sundar took four
key wickets and India
needed to wrap up Eng-
land quickly, Bumrah
stepped in again and de-
livered. That yorker to
dismiss Brydon Carse is
still fresh in the mind.
Showing his greatness in
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High Court

rejects BRS leader
Aamer Shakil’s
plea to quash FIR

The Telangana High Court
on Tuesday dismissed a peti-
tion filed by former BRS
MLA Aamer Shakil seeking
to quash an FIR registered
against him by the Panja-
gutta police.

The court heard the plea and
rejected the request of the
former Bodhan legislator.
The FIR pertains to an inci-
dent last year in which
Aamer Shakil’s son, Sahil,
allegedly rammed a speeding
car into a traffic barricade
near Praja Bhavan in Hyder-
abad.

Following the incident,
Aamer Shakil was accused
of attempting to shield his
son from legal action. Based
on this, Panjagutta police
registered a case against him
and also issued a lookout no-
tice.

Chiranjeevi moves
High Court over delay
in GHMC permit for
home renovation

Telugu film actor Chiranjeevi
approached the Telangana
High Court expressing dis-
appointment over the inac-
tion of Greater Hyderabad
Municipal Corporation
(GHMC) officials regarding
permission for renovation
work at his residence in Jubi-
lee Hills.

Chiranjeevi informed the
court that he had constructed
the house in 2000 after secur-
ing all necessary approvals
during the tenure of then
Chief Minister N. Chandra-
babu Naidu in united Andhra
Pradesh. Recently, he applied
to the GHMC for permission
to renovate the property and
submitted all relevant doc-
uments, seeking approval for
structural modifications.

Despite a month having
passed, GHMC officials al-
legedly failed to respond to
his application or communi-
cate with him. Frustrated by
the silence, Chiranjeevi filed
a petition in the High Court
requesting intervention and
permission to proceed with
the renovation as per legal
provisions. During the hear-
ing, the High Court ex-
pressed strong displeasure
over the GHMC's conduct
and questioned how much
more time officials required
to issue a permit. The bench
also criticised the corporation
for encouraging unauthorised
constructions while delaying
approvals for legal requests.
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SIT Grills Prabhakar For 7 hrs

Hyderabad
WUT | July. 16

In a major development in
the phone-tapping case,
former Special Intelli-
gence Bureau (SIB) of-
ficer T. Prabhakar Rao
appeared before the Spe-
cial Investigation Team
(SIT) on Tuesday and was
questioned for over seven
hours. The SIT, headed by
investigating officer P.
Venkatagiri, questioned
Rao based on statements
from other witnesses, fo-
cusing on who authorised
the surveillance and how
it was executed during the
2023 Assembly elections,
when the BJP was in
power.

Meanwhile, the SIT is-
sued a notice under Sec-

a—

tion 160 of the CrPC to
Congress MLC Chinta-
pandu Naveen Kumar,
popularly known as Teen-
maar Mallanna, directing
him to appear before the
investigators on July 17.
The notice, issued by Ju-
bilee Hills ACP, stated
that Naveen's phone
number was found listed
on the Lawful Intercep-

tion (LI) records main-
tained by the SIB during
the elections.

Officials said the investi-
gation, registered initially
at Punjagutta police sta-
tion in December 2023, is
being conducted under
various sections of the In-
dian Penal Code (IPC),
the Information Technol-
ogy Act, and the Preven-

tion of Damage to Public
Properties Act. The probe
has already seen multiple
officers and private indi-

viduals being summoned
and examined.

Sources indicated that the
SIT is zeroing in on the
chain of command in-
volved in the alleged ille-
gal tapping, the methods
used to gain access to pri-
vate communications, and
the rationale behind tar-
geting certain individuals.
More summons are ex-
pected in the coming days
as the investigation
widens. The alleged sur-
veillance has sparked po-
litical tremors, with
opposition parties de-
manding accountability
for illegal monitoring and
breach of privacy.

SCR GM Inspects Nampally Station

Hyderabad
WUT | July. 16

South Central Railway
(SCR) General Manager
Sanjay Kumar Srivastava,
accompanied by a team of
senior officials, undertook
a comprehensive inspec-
tion of development and
modernization works cur-
rently underway at the
Hyderabad Railway Sta-
tion. The station is under-
going significant
transformation under the
Central Government’s am-
bitious Amrit Bharat Sta-
tion Scheme, which aims
to revamp railway stations
across India into world-
class transport hubs with
enhanced passenger
amenities and modern in-
frastructure.

During his visit, GM Sri-

vastava closely examlned
various aspects of the sta-
tion’s ongoing devel-
opment. He reviewed the
current status of passenger
facilities and amenities to
ensure that the enhance-
ments are being carried
out in accordance with
quality standards and
timelines. As part of the
inspection, he visited key
areas of the station includ-
ing the booking counters,
waiting rooms, the station
master’s office, and the
circulating area. He took

stock of the infrastructure
upgrades being made to
improve passenger con-
venience and ease of
movement, while also
evaluating the cleanliness
and operational efficiency
of the premises.
Emphasizing the impor-
tance of providing a safe,
comfortable, and efficient
travel experience to rail
users, Srivastava in-
structed officials to ensure
timely completion of the
work while maintaining
high standards.

Telangana sends ordinance on 42% BC
reservations 1n local body polls to Governor

Hyderabad
WUT | July. 16

The Telangana govern-
ment has sent an ordi-
nance to Governor Jishnu
Dev Varma seeking ap-
proval for providing 42
per cent reservations to
Backward Classes (BCs)
in local body elections.

The Panchayat Raj De-
partment revised Section
285(A) of the Telangana
Panchayat Raj Act, 2018,

and drafted the ordinance
accordingly. Following
the Governor’s assent, the
state government will
issue an official notifica-
tion to implement the re-
servations.

Earlier, the Telangana As-
sembly and Legislative
Council passed a bill ap-
proving 42 per cent BC
reservations based on data
from a caste-based survey.
A special Government
Order (GO) is also ex-

pected to be released in
line with the bill and the
survey findings.

Officials stated that the
process is being com-
pleted ahead of the dead-
line set by the High Court
for finalising BC reserva-
tions. Local body elec-
tions in the state will be
held only after the reser-
vation process is con-
cluded. The state cabinet
has already taken a deci-
sion in this regard.

BJP chief issues legal notice to Deputy
CM Bhatti over Rohith Vemula remarks

Hyderabad
WUT | July. 15

BJP Telangana president
N. Ramchander Rao has
issued a legal notice to
Deputy Chief Minister
Mallu Bhatti Vikramarka
over remarks holding him
responsible for the suicide
of Dalit student Rohith
Vemula.

The notice follows Bhatti
Vikramarka’s statement
made during a media in-
teraction in Delhi, where
he alleged that Ram-
chander Rao was to blame

for Vemula’s suicide at
the University of Hydera-
bad. He criticised the BJP
for appointing such a per-
son as the party’s state
president, calling it a
matter of shame.

Bhatti further alleged that
the BJP had promoted a

leader who encouraged
the circumstances leading
to Rohith Vemula's death,
and said the party has no
respect for Dalits and Adi-
vasis.

Taking serious note of
these accusations, Ram-
chander Rao, a practising
High Court advocate,
served a legal notice de-
manding an unconditional
apology and immediate
withdrawal of the state-
ment. The notice warned
of legal action if the Dep-
uty CM fails to comply.

ACB Complaints Ignored, Says
Forum for Good Governance

Hyderabad
WUT | July. 16

The Forum for Good
Governance (FGQG) has
written to Telangana Chief
Minister A. Revanth
Reddy expressing deep
concern over the state’s
failure to effectively act
against corrupt officials.
Despite the Anti-Corrup-
tion Bureau (ACB) reg-
istering cases, the Forum
alleged that delays in
prosecution and lack of
accountability have
created an atmosphere
where officials feel em-
boldened to indulge in re-
peated corruption without
fear of consequences.

The Forum highlighted
the case of Jagadeesh
Babu, Assistant Engineer
(PR) in Peddapally dis-
trict, who was caught red-
handed by the ACB on
July 12 while allegedly
accepting a bribe of
%90,000. Shockingly, this
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was not his first offense.
In 2017, Jagadeesh was
caught by the ACB for al-
legedly accepting a bribe
of 1.5 lakh in Karimna-
gar district. Despite the
earlier case still pending,
the officer was reinstated
and posted again, even-
tually leading to another
instance of corruption.
The Forum also referred
to the case of D. Srinivas
Reddy, a Deputy Com-
mercial Tax Officer who
was booked by the ACB
in 2018. However, over

the past seven years, no
chargesheet has been filed
against him in court.
When his promotion to
the post of Commercial
Tax Officer was due, Sri-
nivas Reddy approached
the High Court, which or-
dered the government to
consider his promotion
without referring to the
ACB case, due to the lack
of progress in the investi-
gation.

The Forum said that these
cases reflect a broader
systemic failure in the

fight against corruption.
The prolonged delays in
investigations and ab-
sence of departmental ac-
tion or legal closure have
emboldened corrupt offi-
cials, who feel they can
act with impunity.

In its letter, the Forum
urged the government to
take urgent corrective
measures. It rec-
ommended that all ACB
inquiries be completed
within three months, pros-
ecution sanctions be
granted without delay, and
all corruption cases be
concluded within a year.
The Forum also strongly
advised against posting or
promoting any official
who has been booked by
the ACB until their cases
are fully resolved. The
Forum warned that with-
out strong and timely ac-
tion, corruption would
continue to thrive in gov-
ernment departments.

KTR Blames Revanth Reddy for Student

-

Deaths, Food Poisoning i Telangana Hostels

Hyderabad
WUT | July. 16

BRS Working President
K. Taraka Rama Rao
(KTR) on Monday ex-
pressed deep anguish
and anger over the
growing number of food
poisoning incidents and
student deaths in Telan-
gana’s residential educa-
tional institutions,
particularly Gurukula
hostels. He held the
Congress-led state gov-
ernment and Chief Min-
ister A. Revanth Reddy
solely responsible for
what he described as a
crisis caused by “crim-
inal negligence.”

KTR alleged that over
the past year alone, more
than 1,000 students were
affected by food poison-
ing and over 100 lost
their lives due to the
poor quality of food and
lack of safety standards
in these hostels. “This is
no longer a coincidence
or accident. This is sys-
temic failure and inhu-
man governance,” he

said.

Slamming the state gov-
ernment for its silence,
KTR pointed out that
neither the Chief Minis-
ter nor the Education
Minister had conducted
a single official review
of the alarming situ-
ation. “When such
tragedies occur in insti-
tutions meant to protect
and nurture children, the
absence of any serious
review shows the gov-
ernment’s indifference
and cruelty,” he said.

He posed a direct ques-
tion to Chief Minister
Revanth Reddy: “If your
own children were living
in such dangerous, un-
hygienic, and horrifying

condltlons, would you
still remain silent?
Would you tolerate poi-
son being served as food
to them?”

KTR reminded Revanth
Reddy of a past state-
ment he had made as op-
position leader, in which
he questioned who
should be held account-
able and “hanged” for
student deaths. “Now
that he is in power, he
must answer that same
question,” KTR de-
manded.

The BRS leader accused
the Congress govern-
ment of diverting atten-
tion whenever the issue
is raised, engaging in su-
perficial actions instead

of addressing the root
causes. “Every time we
raise this issue, ministers
respond with eyewash.
Instead of fixing the
mess, they try to politi-
cize the matter,” he said.
KTR emphasized that
the BRS had consis-
tently highlighted these
concerns in the As-
sembly and in public
forums. “But the gov-
ernment continues to
downplay the serious-
ness, as if these chil-
dren's lives don't
matter,” he added.
Concluding his state-
ment, KTR urged the
government to immedi-
ately take corrective
measures to improve
food safety and hostel
conditions in all Guruk-
ula institutions. “If the
government fails to
wake up from its indif-
ference, the BRS will in-
tensify its agitation and
fight on behalf of the
people and students of
Telangana,” he warned.

BRS urges SEC to
remove symbols
resembling

Car’ aheada of

local body polls

Hyderabad
WUT | July. 16

The Bharat Rashtra Samithi
(BRS) has requested the
State Election Commissioner
Rani Kumudini to eliminate
election symbols that closely
resemble its official party
symbol, the ‘Car’, ahead of
the upcoming local body
elections in Telangana.

A BRS delegation led by
former MP B. Vinod Kumar
met the State Election Com-
missioner and submitted a
representation highlighting
their concern. They pointed
out that symbols such as the
‘Roti-making machine’,
‘Camera’, and ‘Fish’ bear a
visual similarity to the ‘Car’
symbol, causing confusion
among voters.

The delegation claimed that
in previous elections, many
BRS votes were mistakenly
cast for these symbols as-
signed to independent candi-
dates, leading to a significant
drop in the party's vote share.
They urged the Election
Commission to remove these
symbols from the list to en-
sure clarity for voters and
fairness in the electoral.
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