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Kerala Govt To Take a Stand 
on Sabarimala Women Entry 
Issue After Examining All 
Sides: Law Minister 
Kerala Law Minister P Ra-
jeev on Monday said the 
LDF government would 
formulate its position on 
the issue of allowing 
women of menstruating 
age to enter Sabarimala 
Ayyappa temple, after ex-
amining all sides, including 
religious practices and 
constitutional issues, 
ahead of the Supreme 
Court hearing review peti-
tions related to the case in 
April 2026. The state gov-
ernment is dealing with the 
issue cautiously in the 
wake of the Congress and 
the BJP, alleging that the 
government had betrayed 
Ayyappa devotees by de-
clining to withdraw its ear-
lier affidavit in the 
Supreme Court, which fa-
voured women's entry into 
the Sabarimala temple. As 
per the traditions, the Sa-
barimala temple is out of 
bounds for women be-
tween the ages of 10 and 
50. 

Hyderabad Student 
Vivan Sharad Mahesh-
wari Tops JEE Main 
Session-1 From TG 
Vivan Sharad Maheshwari 
of Hyderabad has topped 
the JEE Main Session-1 
Paper-I from Telangana by 
securing 100 percentile in 
the results announced by 
National Testing Agency 
(NTA) on Monday. He is 
among the 12 candidates 
nationwide to have scored 
the perfect 100.  
 Speaking to Media, Vivan 
said he is ecstatic about 
the result and his family 
and faculty are proud of 
his achievement. 
 " I did not take much 
pressure on myself. Col-
lege material and mock 
tests helped a lot in 
achieving a good score. 
My present focus is on 
JEE Advanced. When in 
stress and leisure I used 
to play table tennis", he 
said. Vivan said while his 
parents wanted him to 
pursue higher education 
abroad he decided to stay 
and serve the country. "I 
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Karnataka Court Sentences Three 
To Death In Israeli Tourist e-case 

NEW DELHI 
Wakeup telangana 
 
The First Additional District and 
Sessions Court, Koppal sitting in 
Gangavathi on Monday sentenced 
three men to death for the gang rape 
of two woman including a foreign 
national and also the murder of an 
Odisha native in Sanapur of Koppal 
district. The incident occurred last 
year and had attracted strong criti-
cism. The convicted men are Mal-
lesh alias Handi Malla (22), Sai 
alias Chaitanya Sai (21), and Shara-
nappa alias Sharanbasavaraj (27). 
On February 6 the Court headed by 
Sadananda Nagappa Naik convicted 
the three. The quantum of punish-
ment was reserved for today. Mal-
lesh alias Handi Malla alias 
Mallayya (Accused No.1), Sai alias 
Chaitannay Sai alias Saikumar (Ac-

cused No.2), and Sharanappa alias 
Sharanabasavaraj alias Sharana 
(Accused No.3) were convicted by 
the court for committing murder of 
Bibash, a tourist of Odisha origin, 
attempting to murder two persons, 
robbing an Indian woman, and 
causing grievous injuries.  
 While Accused No 1 and Accused 
No 2 were held guilty of gang-rap-
ing the Indian woman, Accused No 
2 and Accused No 3 were held 
guilty of gang-raping an Israeli 
woman. The crime occurred around 

10.30 pm on March 6 near Sanapur 
Lake, when a homestay owner took 
four guests — two foreigners, in-
cluding a woman, and two Indian 
tourists — to the banks of the Tun-
gabhadra canal  
for stargazing. Three men who ar-
rived  
on a motorcycle first asked where 
they could get petrol and then de-
manded money before turning vio-
lent, assaulting the group, pushing 
three men into the canal, and raping 
the homestay owner and an Israeli 
woman tourist.  
One of the men, Bibash who was 
pushed to the canal died in the inci-
dent. The special teams formed by 
the Koppal SP had arrested two ac-
cused Mallesh and Sai within 48 
hours and Sharanappa was arrested 
later from Chennai Railway station. 
 

Commerce secretary Rajesh 
Agrawal on Monday said that 
a team of Indian officials will 
visit the US next week to fi-
nalise the legal text for an in-
terim trade agreement, which 
is likely to be signed in 
March. However, the visit is 
likely to start on February 23. 
The official’s statement came 
after India and the US re-
leased a joint statement ear-
lier this month to announce 
that a framework for an in-
terim trade agreement has 
been finalised. “The joint 
statement lays down the con-
tours of the deal. Now, the 
contours of the deal have to 
be translated into a legal 
agreement, which will be 
signed between the two 
sides,” he told reporters here. 
 Both sides are engaged in fi-
nalising that legal agreement, 
and virtual talks are going on 
for that. “Next week, India’s 
chief negotiator Darpan Jain 
Jain, who is the joint secre-
tary in the commerce mini-
stry, will be leading a 
delegation to the US to final-
ise the legal (pact) to work to-
wards the legal agreement. 

Cong, BRS, BJP Forge 'Unholy Alliances' to Bag Top Posts in ULBs 
Congress, BRS, BJP, and AIMIM formed strategic local alliances, electing chairpersons and deputies, sidelining largest parties for governance

India, US Officials 
Meet Next Week 
for Trade Deal

HYDERABAD 
Wakeup telangana 
 
Monday’s indirect elec-
tions in Telangana under-
scored the increasingly 
fluid and pragmatic nature 
of local politics, with 
parties forming strategic 
alliances to secure control 
of urban local bodies ac-
ross at least ten towns. 
The Indian National Con-
gress, Bharat Rashtra Sa-
mithi, Bharatiya Janata 
Party, and All India 
Majlis-e-Ittehadul Musli-
meen participated in shift-
ing post-poll alliances, 
emphasizing municipal 
development over ideo-
logical divisions. Party 
leaders stressed that these 

col-
laborations were deter-
mined at the local level, 
reflecting the priorities 
and calculations of munic-
ipal leaders rather than 
state or national electoral 
strategies. 
 In Adilabad, Independent 
candidate Bandari Anusha 
was elected chairperson 
with the combined support 
of Congress, BRS, 

AIMIM, 
and other Independents, 
effectively keeping the 
BJP, the single largest 
party, out of power. Simi-
larly, in Kamareddy, Con-
gress nominee Eppa 
Umarani became chairper-
son, while BRS candidate 
Kasarla Godavari assumed 
the vice chairperson posi-
tion, reflecting a joint ef-
fort to block the BJP. 

 In Narsapur and Aliya-
bad, Congress and BJP 
members collaborated to 
outnumber the BRS, re-
sulting in the election of 
Machunoori Laxmi and 
Kamtam Shirisha as chair-
persons, with BJP nomi-
nees Vanamula Buchesh 
Yadav and Kanreddy Ma-
lathi as vice chairpersons. 
Conversely, in Jinnaram 
and Yellampet, the BRS 
aligned with the BJP to 
prevent Congress from 
gaining top posts. Nakkir-
thi Yata Janardhan and La-
vudya Sridevi were 
elected chairpersons, 
while BJP nominees Van-
getti Prathap Reddy and 
Mekala Rajitha became 
vice chairpersons. 

 Congress–BRS coopera-
tion continued in Devara-
kadra, Vemulawada, 
Isnapur, and Amarchinta, 
resulting in chairpersons 
G.S. Damayanthi, Pulkam 
Raju, Mote Sumalatha, 
and Jinka Suvarna being 
elected alongside respec-
tive vice chairpersons. 
 In Bodhan, Congress 
joined forces with AIMIM 
to prevent BJP control, 
electing Padma Tumu and 
Mir Iliyas Ali. In Bhainsa, 
an Independent candidate 
won with backing from 
Congress, BJP, and 
AIMIM. At the Nizama-
bad Municipal Corpora-
tion, Congress and 
AIMIM combined forces 
to counter the BJP, result-

ing in Mayor Kuragayala 
Umarani and Deputy 
Mayor Salma Tahseen. 
 Analysts noted that these 
fluid combinations high-
light a shift in contempo-
rary municipal politics, 
where alliances are often 
pragmatic and devel-
opment-driven, with ideo-
logical differences taking 
a back seat. Local leaders 
emphasized that municipal 
collaborations are distinct 
from Assembly or Lok 
Sabha electoral strategies, 
reflecting a political envi-
ronment where adaptabil-
ity and coalition-building 
at the local level are key 
to governance. 
 
 

NEW DELHI 
Wakeup telangana 
 
Using its powers under 
the electoral law, the Elec-
tion Commission has sus-
pended seven officials in 
West Bengal with imme-
diate effect for serious 
misconduct, dereliction of 
duty and misuse of stat-
utory powers in connec-
tion with SIR. All the 
suspended officers were 
working as assistant elec-
toral registration officers 
for the EC. Booth-level 
and electoral registration 
officers and their assis-
tants are state government 
employees who work on 
deputation for the EC to 
update the voters' list and 
help hold elections. 
 Quoting orders, EC offi-
cials said the poll au-
thority has directed state 

Chief Secretary Nandini 
Chakravarty that disci-
plinary proceedings be 
initiated against these offi-
cials by their respective 
cadre controlling au-
thorities immediately, 
without any delay and the 
Commission be apprised 
in this regard. 
 The EC and the Trina-
mool Congress govern-
ment in West Bengal have 
been at loggerheads over 
the ongoing special inten-
sive revision of the voters' 
list. 

EC Suspends 7 WB Officials,  
Starts Disciplinary Action

HYDERBAD 
Wakeup telangana 
 
Chief Minister A. Re-
vanth Reddy’s strategy to 
secure control of urban 
civic bodies that deliv-
ered fractured mandates 
paid off, as the Congress 
successfully stitched to-
gether post-poll alliances 
to assume power in most 
of them on Monday. 
Ministers, MPs, MLCs 
and MLAs as well as 
senior party leaders were 
deployed across districts 
to coordinate negotia-
tions, prevent defections 
and consolidate support, 
enabling the party to take 
charge of 87 municipal-
ities and five municipal 
corporations despite the 
absence of a clear man-
date in several places. 
 With these victories, the 
Congress has gained con-
trol of more than 80 per 
cent of urban local 
bodies in Telangana, re-
inforcing its momentum 
following the recent 

gram panchayat elections 
in which Congress-
backed candidates se-
cured 67 per cent of 
sarpanch posts. The rul-
ing party has now set its 
sights on the upcoming 
ZPTC and MPTC elec-
tions, aiming to cross the 
90 per cent mark as it 
seeks to extend its dom-
inance across all tiers of 
local governance. 
 In the Nizamabad Mu-
nicipal Corporation, 
where the BJP had 
emerged as the single 
largest party, the Con-
gress leadership moved 
swiftly to alter the politi-
cal arithmetic. Minister 
N. Uttam Kumar Reddy 
and TPCC president B. 

Mahesh Kumar Goud 
were sent to Nizamabad 
to explore options for se-
curing the mayoral post. 
After negotiations with 
the AIMIM and Inde-
pendents, the Congress 
managed to gather the re-
quired numbers. The 
Congress won the may-
oral post, while the dep-
uty mayor position was 
allotted to AIMIM as part 
of the post-poll under-
standing between the two 
parties. 
 In Kamareddy munici-
pality, the Congress se-
cured the chairperson 
post even though the BJP 
had won more seats than 
the Congress and the 
BRS. With support from 
the BRS, the Congress 
ensured the BJP was 
even kept  
out of the deputy chair-
person position. In re-
turn, the BRS was 
accommodated with the 
deputy chairperson post 
as part of the arrange-
ment. 

CM Revanth's Strategy To Secure 
Control of Hung ULBs Pays Off 

Modi Inaugurates Six-day India  
AI Impact Expo & Summit 2026 
NEW DELHI 
Wakeup telangana 
 
Exploring multiple exhi-
bition pavilions, engaging 
with start-ups, research-
ers, and technology 
leaders showcasing artifi-
cial intelligence or AI ap-
plications across all the 
sectors, Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi on Mon-
day inaugurated the six-
day summit, India AI 
Impact Expo 2026 sum-
mit, which kicked off in 
the national capital. As the 
first major AI summit 
hosted in the Global 
South, the event under-
scores India’s ambition to 
shape global AI norms 
while advancing domestic 
capacity. 
 The summit, themed as 
Sarvajana Hitaya, Sarva-
jana Sukhaya — welfare 
for all, happiness for all, 
however, reflects India’s 
commitment to harnessing 
artificial intelligence for 
human-centric progress 
and inclusive devel-

opment. Earlier in the day, 
Modi also said that India 
stands at the forefront of 
AI transformation and its 
strides in artificial intelli-
gence reflect both am-
bition and responsibility. 
However, he also high-
lighted the role of AI ac-
ross diverse sectors 
including healthcare, edu-
cation, agriculture, gov-
ernance and enterprise. 
 “AI today is transforming 
several sectors, including 
healthcare, education, ag-
riculture, governance and 
enterprise. The summit 
will enrich global dis-
course on diverse aspects 
of AI, such as innovation, 
collaboration, responsible 
use and more. I am con-

fident that the outcomes 
of the summit will help 
shape a future that is pro-
gressive, innovative and 
opportunity-driven. 
Thanks to the 1.4 billion 
people of India, our nation 
stands at the forefront of 
the AI transformation,” he 
said. 
 Through working groups 
and thematic sessions, the 
summit also aims to pro-
duce actionable proposals, 
including shared compute 
frameworks and AI com-
mons for public good. At 
its core, the event posi-
tions India as a bridge be-
tween innovation and 
equitable global impact. 
The summit, which will 
host a total of 300 pavil-
ions and 600 high-poten-
tial startups, will provide 
live demonstrations, struc-
tured across three the-
matic chakras — people, 
planet, and progress — is 
expected to draw thick 
crowds that would feature 
international delegates. 
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Bill Gates Lauds 
PM Modi, CM 
Naidu for Digital 
Revolution 

Microsoft co-founder and 
Gates Foundation chair-
man Bill Gates has 
praised Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi and Chief 
Minister N. Chandrababu 
Naidu for playing a “crucial 
role” in the digital revolu-
tion of India. In an inter-
action with Naidu, 
ministers and secretaries 
at the state Secretariat on 
Monday, Bill Gates said 
India had a strong founda-
tion in the digital revolution 
and it was witnessing in-
novations and fast deci-
sions to ensure rapid 
progress. 
 He appreciated the San-
jeevini project being taken 
up with support from the 
Gates Foundation, at Kup-
pam in Chittoor district, 
and enquired about the 
kind of healthcare services 
that were being provided 
after diagnosing the health 
issues of the people. 
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Revanth Reddy  Support- 
Women Policy Clicks 

Sanctus Launch Marks Visionary Expansion

13 women leaders elected in open seats; women to head 70 urban local bodies; BRS backed one woman 

HYDERABAD 
Wakeup telangana 
 
Keeping his word on em-
powerment of women, 
both social and political, 
Chief Minister A. Re-
vanth Reddy ensured the 
victory of 11 women 
leaders form the Con-
gress as heads of munici-
palities in the general 
category — open for all 
genders — in the indirect 
elections held on Mon-
day. While BRS made 
space for only one 
woman candidate in the 
general category, two 
other women, one inde-
pendent and one from 
AIFB, also got elected 

from the category after 
joining the ruling party. 
This will take the number 
of women accommo-
dated by the Congress in 
general category to 13 
and total women chiefs 
of urban local bodies 
(ULBs) to 70 so far. 
Women have already got 
the or lioness’ share in 

reservation fixation, with 
more than half the seats 
in 116 municipalities and 
two in the seven corpora-
tions. 
 The Chief Minister had 
inducted two women 
ministers — Konda Su-
rekha and Danasari ‘See-
thakka’ Anasuya, in sharp 
contrast to the BRS re-
gime which had no 
women representation in 
the Cabinet for a long 
time. Revanth Reddy 
launched free bus travel 
for women as part of ful-
filling his election prom-
ise within a week of 
taking oath. He said 
women had saved `9,000 
crore in travel expenses. 

The Chief Minister also 
fulfilled his promise of 
two gas cylinders free of 
cost and allotment of 
weaker section housing 
in the name of women. 
His government revived 
interest free loans to 
women self help groups 
and launched ambitious 
project of solar power 
generation units by the 
SHGs. 
 Women chairpersons 
elected from general cat-
egory Congress  
Devari Samatha (Chev-
ella)  
V Manasa (Makthal)  
Padma Tumu (Bodhan)  
Morishetti Niveditha 
(Suryapet)  

Smt Seema Shetkar 
(Bichkunda)  
Dhillikar Saraswathi 
(Maddur)  
Smt Patlolla Neeraja 
(Tandur)  
Dubba Soniya (Moina-
bad)  
Dontha Anjali (Laxetti-
pet)  
Manasa Swarna (Nandi-
konda)  
Dandi Laxmi (Husnabad) 
(SC)  
BRS (1) Jinka Suvarna 
(Amarchinta)  
AIFB (1) Manjula (Wad-
depalle), joined Congress  
Independent  
(1) Jyothi Guguloth 
(Mahbubabad), joined 
Congress

HYDERABAD 
Wakeup telangana 
 
Cisco and Guru Nanak 
University inaugurated 
Telangana’s first Cisco 
Networking Academy 
Centre of Excellence at 
the university’s Ibrahim-
patnam campus, aiming to 
equip students with 
globally competitive digi-
tal, networking, and cy-
bersecurity skills aligned 
with industry needs. 
 The academy was inau-

gurated by Marcella 
O'Shea alongside Chan-
cellor Sardar G.S. Kohli 
and Vice-Chancellor Dr. 
H. S. Saini. The initiative 
integrates Cisco’s inter-
nationally recognized cur-

riculum with academic in-
struction to prepare stu-
dents for emerging 
technology careers in 
India’s fast-growing digi-
tal economy. 
 Operating in more than 

190 countries, the Cisco 
Networking Academy has 
trained over 28 million 
learners since 1997 in net-
working, cybersecurity, 
programming, IoT, and 
other career-ready skills. 
The new centre will pro-
vide certification-aligned 
courses, hands-on labs, 
simulation-based training, 
faculty development sup-
port, and access to indus-
try mentorship and 
internships. 
 

HYDERABAD 
Wakeup telangana 
 
Sanctus World School in 
Hyderabad hosted Sanc-
tus PhenoLumia 2026 on 
February 16, marking the 
formal launch of the 
Sanctus Group of Schools 
and outlining its expan-
sion vision. Chief guest T. 
Prakash Goud praised the 
initiative, highlighting 
schools’ role in shaping 
responsible citizens.  
 Guest Atul Mehtani 

stressed experiential 
learning and global expo-
sure for future readiness. 
Founder D. Rajeshwar 
Reddy said the launch re-
flects a commitment to 
holistic, value-based edu-

cation. Students presented 
scientific, sustainability, 
and interdisciplinary proj-
ects aligned with the 
CBSE framework and in-
ternational methods. 
  Cultural performances 

and a lantern ceremony 
symbolized hope, mark-
ing a milestone in Sanc-
tus’ community-focused 
academic journey at-
tended by parents, edu-
cators, and well-wishers, 
reflecting unity, dis-
ciplined growth, and a 
shared vision for nurtur-
ing confident, compas-
sionate, and socially 
conscious learners for the 
future across communities 
and generations alike 
ahead. 

HYDERABAD 
Wakeup telangana 
 
Nearly 90,000 govern-
ment employees will be 
deployed across Telan-
gana for Census 2027, of-
ficials announced after a 
high-level review meeting 
that emphasized tight co-
ordination, digital readi-
ness and comprehensive 
coverage as top priorities 
for the state’s largest ad-
ministrative exercise in 
years. 
 Chief Secretary K Ra-
makrishna Rao chaired 
the State-Level Census 
Coordination Committee 
meeting at the Secretariat 
on Monday, directing de-
partments to begin imme-
diate groundwork, prepare 
staff deployment esti-
mates and ensure seam-
less logistical planning. 
He stressed that strong 
inter-departmental cooper-
ation and timely decisions 
would determine the suc-
cess of what will be 

India’s first fully digital 
census. 
 Officials said a confer-
ence of district collectors 
will be convened shortly 
to brief them on timelines, 
operational responsibil-
ities and execution 
strategy. Authorities were 
instructed to guarantee 
that every habitation — 
including slums, remote 
settlements and margin-
alised localities — is cov-
ered without omission 
during enumeration. 
 Director of Census Bha-
rati Holikeri described 
Census 2027 as a transfor-

mational milestone, not-
ing that about 90,000 per-
sonnel, preferably 
teachers and other govern-
ment staff, will serve as 
enumerators and super-
visors in the first phase 
alone. The scale of de-
ployment, she said, re-
flects both the complexity 
and importance of the na-
tionwide population exer-
cise. 
 The Chief Secretary also 
underscored the need for 
intensive training to main-
tain data accuracy and op-
erational efficiency, 
directing departments to 

design structured capac-
ity-building programmes 
before fieldwork begins. 
Officials indicated that 
digital enumeration tools 
will require both technical 
preparation and field-level 
orientation to avoid dis-
ruptions. 
 Among those attending 
the meeting were princi-
pal secretaries Sandeep 
Kumar Sultania, Nadeem 
Ahmed, N. Sridhar, Chris-
tina Zongthu, and Lokesh 
Kumar, along with sec-
retaries E Sridhar and T.K. 
Sridevi, highlighting the 
multi-departmental nature 
of preparations. 
 With groundwork under-
way and administrative 
machinery mobilising, of-
ficials said the state aims 
to ensure that Census 
2027 is conducted 
smoothly, accurately and 
inclusively, setting a 
benchmark for digital 
governance and data-
driven policymaking. 
  

90,000 Govt Staff to Be on  
Census 2027 Work in State 

HYDERABAD 
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Bharatiya Rashtra Sami-
thi (BRS) corporators 
who recently won the 
Mahabubnagar Munici-
pal Corporation elections 
met party working pres-
ident K. T. Rama Rao in 
Hyderabad under the 
leadership of former 
minister V. Srinivas 
Goud. KTR congratu-
lated the victorious cor-
porators, appreciating 
their efforts in strength-
ening the party at the 
grassroots. 
 Speaking on the occa-
sion, Srinivas Goud 
highlighted the growing 
public sentiment across 
the state, noting that 
people are expressing 
confidence in the BRS 
government’s return. 
“The BRS government 
will come soon,” he said, 

emphasizing that the 
party remains committed 
to fulfilling promises 
made in the M divisions 
during elections. 
 Goud also stressed the 
importance of accounta-
bility, urging the ruling 
party to address public 
issues responsibly, with-
out succumbing to temp-
tations. He added that 
once the BRS govern-
ment returns, the party 
will expedite the com-
pletion of pending devel-
opmental projects, 
particularly in Sircilla 
and Mahabubnagar, to 
ensure they match the 
progress of towns like 
Siddipet. 

 Praising the dedication 
of Srinivas Goud, KTR 
remarked that he played 
a pivotal role in securing 
the recent victories and 
is expected to hold a sig-
nificant position in the 
next government. Party 
leaders encouraged sup-
porters to stand firmly 
behind him, acknowl-
edging his tireless work 
for the party and the 
community. 
 Acknowledging the cor-
porators who were de-
feated or received low 
votes, the leadership as-
sured them that the party 
would recognize their ef-
forts and provide oppor-
tunities for key roles in 

10-Bed Cardiac ICU Opens  
at Gandhi HospitalIs 

Jangaon chairperson election  
postponed amid high drama 
HYDERABAD 
Wakeup telangana 
 
 Amid high drama and 
tension, the election of 
chairperson and vice 
chairperson was post-
poned to Tuesday. MLA 
Palla Rajeshwar Reddy 
along with 15 BRS coun-
cillors protested in front 
of the municipal office 
against the election post-
ponement. He alleged that 
the election was post-
poned due to pressure 
from Congress MP Cha-
mala Kiran Kumar Reddy. 
 The Congress leaders 
wanted to prevent the 
BRS from winning the 
chairperson and vice 
chairperson posts. Offi-
cials and police acted in 
favour of the Congress. 
Some Congress leaders 
booked a false case stating 
that a BRS councillor 
BRS from 28th ward was 

kidnapped. 
 Police tried to stop her 
even after she told the of-
ficials that she was not 
kidnapped and she was 
willingly supporting the 
BRS as she got elected on 
the BRS B-form, Rajesh-
war Reddy noted adding 
that the public would 
teach a lesson to Con-
gress. 
 Earlier in the day, high 
tension prevailed as police 
allegedly over acted by 
stopping Fatima from tak-
ing part in the election 
process. Police told her to 
come to the police station 
instead of attending the 
election as a complaint 

was registered with the 
local police about her kid-
nap and disappearance.Fa-
tima made her way into 
the municipal council hall 
to take part in the election 
along with the party coun-
cillors. During the elec-
tion, the MP and Congress 
councillors staged a pro-
test demanding the offi-
cials to postpone the 
election. The MP even en-
tered into an argument 
with officials demanding 
to stop chairperson elec-
tion stating that Fatima 
was reported missing even 
as she was present in the 
hall. Officials told the MP 
that they could stop the 
election because all the 
members required for 
quorum were present, but 
they later announced that 
the chairperson and vice 
chairperson election 
would be held on Tues-
day. 

A large-scale capacity-building programme covering 3,704 Ward Members has commenced in Yadadri Bhuvanagiri District
HYDERABAD 
Wakeup telangana  
 
In a significant step towards 
strengthening grassroots 
governance, the District Ad-
ministration of Yadadri Bhu-
vanagiri District has 
launched a comprehensive 
training programme for 
3,704 newly elected Ward 
Members across 17 Man-
dals. 
The District Collector and 
District Magistrate M.Hanu-
math Rao issued proceed-
ings on February 13th 
(Proceedings No. 16/2026-
E(Pts)) for conducting the 

training programme for Pan-
chayat Ward Members those 
are newly elected. 
Large-Scale Capacity Build-
ing Initiative 
The programme will cover 
Ward Members from 421 
Gram Panchayats across 450 
villages in the district. Train-
ing will be conducted in six 
batches, with approximately 
600 participants per batch to 
ensure systematic and effec-
tive learning. 
First Batch: February 17 to 
February 21, 2026 
Subsequent Batches: Contin-
uing until April 4, 2026 
Strengthening Grassroots 

Governance 
Officials stated that the pri-
mary objective of the train-
ing is to equip Ward 
Members with essential 
knowledge on: 
Panchayat Raj administra-
tion 
Roles and responsibilities of 
Ward Members 
Financial management 
Village development plan-
ning 
Sanitation and public health 
Welfare schemes implemen-
tation 
Transparency and accounta-
bility mechanisms 
The district comprises the 

following 17 Mandals: 
Alair, Athmakur (M), Bom-
mala Ramaram, Bhongir, Bi-
binagar, Choutuppal, 
Mothkur, Pochampally, Na-
rayanpur, Rajapet, Raman-
napet, Thurkapally, 
Valigonda, Yadagirigutta, 
Gundala, Addaguduru, and 
Motakondur. 
Officials emphasized that 
empowering Ward Members 
through structured training 
will significantly enhance 
decision-making at the vil-
lage level and ensure effec-
tive implementation of 
government schemes. 
Training Structure and Im-

plementation 
The training sessions are 
being organized at Mandal 
Headquarters with adequate 
infrastructure, including spa-
cious halls, audio-visual 
equipment, and essential 
learning materials. Six train-
ing halls with a seating ca-
pacity of 100 participants 
each are being arranged to 
conduct sessions simulta-
neously. 
The Telangana Institute of 
Rural Development 
(TGIRD) recently completed 
a five-day Training of 
Trainers (ToT) programme 
on February 13, 2026. A 

total of 775 participants, in-
cluding Panchayat Sec-
retaries, were trained across 
five batches. From Yadadri 
Bhuvanagiri District, 25 
trained resource persons will 
now serve as Master 
Trainers and conduct the 
Ward Member training in six 
teams. 
District authorities have di-
rected all Mandal Parishad 
Development Officers 
(MPDOs) and Mandal Pan-
chayat Officers (MPOs) to 
ensure full participation of 
Ward Members as per the 
schedule. Attendance will be 
uploaded batch-wise in the 

Training Management Portal 
(TMP) to maintain transpar-
ency and accountability. 
Focus Areas of Training 
The structured sessions will 
focus on: 
Roles and responsibilities of 
Ward Members 
Gram Sabha functioning 
Preparation of Village De-
velopment Plans 
Implementation of welfare 
schemes 
Maintenance of records and 
transparency 
Sanitation and public health 
initiatives 
Social audit and accountabil-
ity mechanisms 

Officials stated that this 
comprehensive training pro-
gramme will play a vital role 
in improving governance 
standards at the grassroots 
level and promoting partici-
patory democracy. 
The district administration 
has appealed to all Ward 
Members to actively partici-
pate and make effective use 
of the training to serve their 
respective villages effi-
ciently. 
All concerned Mandal Par-
ishad Development Officers 
and MPOs are instructed to 
make necessary arrange-
ments for the Ward 

Chaos Amid  
Devotion At Ardha  
Nareeshwara Temple  
In Kothaguda 
Debris left behind the re-
cent demolition of en-
croachments by HYDRAA 
made it difficult for devo-
tees heading to the Ardha 
Nareeshwara Temple at 
Kothaguda on Sunday for 
Maha Shivaratri. With dev-
otees walking barefoot as 
per custom, the rubble 
caused inconvenience 
and posed safety con-
cerns. Lighting diyas be-
came particularly 
challenging amid uneven 
surfaces and scattered 
debris. Nearly 3 lakh 
people were estimated to 
have gone to the temple 
for prayers and pujas. 
 It can be recalled that HY-
DRAA recently removed 
encroachments in Madha-
pur to protect government 
and lake land reportedly 
worth Rs 12,200 crore. 
Devotees expressed dis-
appointment that the de-
bris and broken concrete 
remained uncleared in the 
surrounding area. HY-
DRAA previously stated 
that if they demolish any 
structure, they will either 
ask the encroachers to re-
move the remaining debris 
on the ground, or the 
Agency will remove the 
debris.

Guru Nanak University Launches Cisco Academy Hub
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Telangana Fitness Festival Celebrates 
Strength, Wellness, Champions Rise

HYDERABAD 
Wakeup telangana 
 
The Telangana Fitness 
Festival 2026 concluded 
at the Gachibowli Indoor 
Stadium with vibrant par-
ticipation from athletes, 
trainers, and fitness en-
thusiasts, highlighting the 
region’s growing com-
mitment to strength 
sports and wellness cul-

ture. Organized by 
former army coach Shafi 
Sami with support from 
Googee Group, the event 
showcased competitive 
bodybuilding contests, 
live demonstrations, and 
expert sessions focused 
on discipline, training, 
and nutrition. 
 A Waheed Khan secured 
the Overall Champion of 
Champions title in the 

Classic Physique cate-
gory, earning recognition 
for outstanding perform-
ance and physique excel-
lence. 
 Distinguished attendees 
included Tareq Ansari of 
the Telangana Minorities 
Commission, Mittu Sai 
of the Fisheries Feder-
ation Govt of Telangana, 
along with Osman Alhajri 
and Habeeb Rashed. 
 The festival emphasized 
healthy living, sports-
manship, and profes-
sional networking, 
providing emerging ath-
letes visibility and rein-
forcing Hyderabad’s 
reputation as a rising des-
tination for competitive 
fitness and athletic excel-
lence. 

Grand Mahashivratri Celebrations  
Draw Massive Devotee Crowds Thousands

HYDERABAD 
Wakeup telangana 
 
Mahashivratri celebrations 
concluded with large-scale 
participation at Sri Bha-
vani Ramalingeswara 
Swamy Temple in Tad 
Bandh Sawaipura under 
Cantonment Sixth Ward 
Area, where hundreds of 
devotees attended special 
pujas and a final-day food 
distribution marking the 
end of three-day Brahmot-
savams.Chief priest 
Parankusa Sharma distrib-
uted theertha prasadam 
and blessed devotees, 

while temple chairman 
Sada Kesava Reddy and 
representatives including 
Dhanunjaya Goud, secre-
tary Gali Pelli Durgayya 
and treasurer Shiva 
Reddy supervised ar-
rangements.Organizers 
said elaborate facilities en-
sured smooth darshan 
and rituals, maintaining a 
devotional atmosphere ac-
ross surrounding areas. 
They added the temple 
conducts special pujas 
and annadanam every full 
moon to strengthen spiri-
tual engagement. 
 

BJP activists  
attack Jagtial  
district chief over 
cross-voting row 
Enraged BJP activists on 
Monday attacked their 
party district president Dr 
Yadagiri Babu accusing 
him of facilitating cross-
voting by delaying the 
issue of the party whip 
during the election for the 
posts of chairman and 
vice-chairman of Metpally 
Municipal Corporation. 
 A group of party workers 
entered into heated argu-
ments with the district 
president and grilled him 
on reasons for delaying 
in the issue of the whip. 
As the argument turned 
serious, some of them 
dragged him by the col-
lar. 
 Though he tried to es-
cape, they caught hold of 
him and argued. Later, 
his family members took 
him inside the home. 
Angry BJP cadre then 
ransacked the district 
president’s house and 
damaged furniture. Police 
rushed to the scene to re-
store order and have 
taken some assailants 
into custody. 
 Though the party won 
the highest number of 
wards in Metpally munici-
pality, it failed to bag the 
chairman post after one 
of the BJP councillors 
voted in favor of the Con-
gress party 
nominee.They alleged 
that the cross voting took 
place in view of the delay 
in issuing a whip by the 
district president. Though 
the whip should have 
been issued 24 hours be-
fore (on Sunday 11 am), 
the president issued it at 
5 pm. So, the whip be-
came invalid, they al-
leged. Out of 26 wards, 
BJP had won 10, Con-
gress 6, BRS 6 and Inde-
pendents 4. Congress 
strength became equiv-
alent to BJP as four inde-
pendents joined with the 
ruling party. 
 

CBIT Partners Global Vision  
Consultancy for Student Skill Growth
HYDERABAD 
Wakeup telangana 
 
Chaitanya Bharathi Insti-
tute of Technology 
(CBIT) has formalized a 
strategic partnership with 
Global Vision Consul-
tancy to expand industry-
linked opportunities for 
students through training, 
internships, and skill-de-
velopment initiatives. The 
Memorandum of Under-
standing signed at the 
campus of Chaitanya Bha-
rathi Institute of Technol-
ogy in Gandipet, 
Hyderabad, is aimed at 
aligning academic learn-
ing with real-world indus-
try requirements and 

strengthening placement 
prospects. 
 Principal Prof. C. V. Na-
rasimhulu said such col-
laborations are essential 
for preparing students for 
emerging careers, noting 
that industry exposure en-
hances practical knowl-
edge, professional 
competence, and adapt-

ability to evolving market 
trends. CEO Sri Sai 
Krishna of Global Vision 
Consultancy affirmed the 
firm’s commitment to 
supporting students 
through mentorship, live 
projects, expert lectures, 
and internships to build 
job-ready skills. 
 Faculty members includ-

ing Prof. P. V. R. Ravindra 
Reddy, Prof. Umakanta 
Chowdary, Dr. B. Indira, 
Dr. Venkat Barla, and Dr. 
G. N. R. Prasad empha-
sized that the collabo-
ration would encourage 
experiential learning, joint 
research, and knowledge 
exchange benefiting both 
students and staff. MCA 
department staff also at-
tended. 
 The programme con-
cluded with a vote of 
thanks and optimism that 
the partnership would pro-
duce tangible academic, 
research, and career out-
comes in the coming 
years.

10-Bed Cardiac ICU Opens at Gandhi Hospital
HYDERABAD 
Wakeup telangana 
 
In a major boost to public 
healthcare, a newly ren-
ovated 10-bed ICCU car-
diology unit was officially 
handed over on February 
16, 2026, at Gandhi Hos-
pital in Secunderabad, 
significantly strengthen-
ing emergency cardiac 
treatment for economi-
cally disadvantaged pa-
tients. 
 The facility was com-
pleted in just one month 
by Arpan Promoters in 
collaboration with Rogi 
Sahayata Trust, and is 
equipped with advanced 
life-saving cardiac tech-
nology designed to im-
prove survival rates 

during critical emer-
gencies. Officials said the 
rapid execution reflects 
strong coordination, effi-
cient planning, and ded-
icated volunteer support. 
 Major contributors to the 
project included SVS Ref-
comp Pvt. Ltd., Khivraj 
Manik Surana Family, Sri 
Hariprasad Gopikishan 

Badruka Trust, Cyberabad 
One Round Table 374, 
Cyberabad One Ladies 
Circle 203, Fantastic Five, 
and Sanjeevni Founda-
tion, whose financial and 
logistical support made 
the initiative possible. 
 Team Arpan stated that 
enhancing cardiac critical 
care in government hospi-

tals directly benefits the 
common public and can 
save countless lives, espe-
cially those unable to af-
ford private treatment. 
The organization de-
scribed the effort as part 
of its guiding philosophy, 
“Arpan – A Devotion to 
God through service to 
humanity.” 
 Representatives also 
thanked donors, vol-
unteers, and well-wishers 
for transforming the vi-
sion into reality and re-
affirmed their 
commitment to future 
healthcare and humanitar-
ian initiatives aimed at 
improving access to qual-
ity medical services for all 
sections of society.

Health Minister 
orders suspension 
of absent Jogipet 
doctors 

Health Minister Damo-
dara Rajanarasimha, 
who made a surprise 
visit to the government 
hospital in Jogipet, the 
headquarters of his 
constituency, found 
that several doctors 
were absent from 
duties on Monday 
evening. 
 Sangareddy Collector 
P Pravinya, and 
Health Department of-
ficials, who found sev-
eral doctors absent 
from duties in the past, 
served notices on 
them. However, they 
failed to change their 
behaviour. 
 After coming to know 
about this, the Minister 
made another surprise 
visit and found the 
doctors not on duty. 
Speaking over the 
phone with Commis-
sioner of Health and 
Family Welfare, Da-
modara Rajanara-
simha directed him to 
suspend all those who 
were absent from 
duties. 
 The Health Minister 
also inquired about the 
number of tests that 
were being conducted 
in the lab. He also en-
quired about the medi-
cines availability, and 
shortage of other facil-
ities. The minister in-
teracted with the staff, 
and patients.

Retirement in the  
Age of Algorithms

Dr. Satyam Srirangam Attends Maha  
Shivaratri Celebrations in Kukatpally
HYDERABAD 
Wakeup telangana 
 
On the auspicious occa-
sion of Maha Shivaratri, 
PCC Member and TPCC 
Official Spokesperson 
Dr. Satyam Srirangam 
participated as Chief 
Guest in the Kalyana Ma-
hotsavam ceremonies 
held at prominent tem-
ples across the Kukat-
pally constituency, 
including temples in Al-
lapur, Fatehnagar, and 
Kukatpally. 
 He performed milk ab-
hishekam and special 
pujas, and joined devo-
tees in the spiritually vi-
brant celebrations 
conducted amid Vedic 

chants. Temple au-
thorities felicitated him 
with a traditional shawl 
and offered Teertha Pra-
sadam. 
 Addressing the gath-
ering, Dr. Srirangam 
prayed that Lord Shiva’s 
divine blessings bring 
happiness, health, pros-
perity, and success to 
every household. He ex-
pressed hope that Lord 
Shiva’s philosophy 

would guide society on 
the path of righteousness 
and wished that devotees 
observing Shivaratri rit-
uals be blessed with 
peace and well-being. 
 The event was attended 
by Suraj Tiwari, Kukkala 
Ramesh, Krishna Rajput, 
Narasimha Yadav, Sa-
tyam, Sappidi Bhaskar, 
Temple Chairman G. Na-
geswara Rao, Dharma-
karta Srikanth Mudiraj, 
Giridhar, Ahmed, Bhara-
thamma, Varahala 
Swamy, Vinay Mudiraj, 
Gunda Jyothi, Ramesh-
wari, Ramu, along with 
numerous devotees and 
local residents who par-
ticipated in large 
numbers.

BJP Wins Karimnagar 
Mayor, Deputy Posts
KARIMNAGAR 
Wakeup telangana 
 
Karimnagar Municipal 
Corporation on Monday 
elected Kolagani Srini-
vas as Mayor and Y 
Sunil Rao as Deputy 
Mayor, handing the Bha-
ratiya Janata Party con-
trol of the civic body 
after it emerged as the 
single largest party in 
the local polls. The vic-
tory marks a significant 
political gain for the 
party in Karimnagar, 
strengthening its urban 
foothold in the region. 
 State BJP president N 
Ramchander Rao said 
the party had success-
fully secured both top 
municipal posts despite 
what he described as at-
tempts by rivals to over-
turn the electoral 
mandate. In a public 
message, he asserted 
that the BJP’s leadership 
in the corporation would 

steer the city toward the 
vision of a developed Te-
langana and a devel-
oped India, emphasizing 
governance, infrastruc-
ture, and civic progress 
as priorities. 
 In the 66-ward munici-
pal corporation, the BJP 
won 30 seats, falling 
short of an outright ma-
jority but still ahead of all 
rivals. The Indian Na-
tional Congress secured 

14 wards, while Bharat 
Rashtra Samithi won 9. 
Smaller parties also 
made gains: All India 
Majlis-e-Ittehadul Musli-
meen and All India For-
ward Block captured 
three seats each, and in-
dependents claimed 
seven, reflecting a frag-
mented local mandate. 
 Political observers note 
that the mayoral out-
come underscores the 

BJP’s growing organiza-
tional strength in north-
ern Telangana’s urban 
centers, where it has 
been steadily expanding 
its base over recent 
election cycles. The de-
velopment is also seen 
as symbolically impor-
tant because Bandi San-
jay Kumar, currently 
Union Minister of State 
for Home, represents the 
parliamentary constit-
uency covering the city, 
giving the party both par-
liamentary and municipal 
influence in the area. 
With leadership posi-
tions now secured, at-
tention shifts to 
governance, coalition 
management within the 
council, and delivery on 
civic promises as res-
idents watch how the 
new administration 
translates electoral suc-
cess into local devel-
opment. 

HYDERABAD 
Wakeup telangana 
 
After nearly six decades of 
purposeful living — twenty-five 
years of education and thirty-
five years of dedicated service 
— retirement is expected to be 
a celebration, a gentle landing, 
a long-awaited pause. 
For many retirees today, ho-
wever, the reality feels surpris-
ingly different. 
In several cases, retirement 
benefits remain pending in 
government finance depart-
ments. Without the timely re-
lease of pensions, gratuity, or 
other dues, many retired em-
ployees face financial uncer-
tainty. Planned milestones — 
a child’s marriage, purchase of 
property, starting a small busi-
ness, or making investments 
— are put on hold. Hands that 
worked tirelessly for decades 
now find themselves tied by 
procedural delays. 
The Digital Avalanche 
The moment one retires, 
something curious happens. 
Digital platforms like What-
sApp and Facebook begin to 
overflow with content aimed 
squarely at senior citizens. Ad-
vertisements from banks, mu-
tual funds, real estate 
agencies, and financial firms 
dominate their screens. 
Every message carries ur-
gency: 
Protect your savings. 
Secure your future. 
Invest wisely — before it’s too 
late. 
Instead of enjoying the fruits of 
decades of discipline, retirees 
find themselves navigating a 
marketplace eager to manage 
their money. 
Manufactured Anxiety 
Alongside financial advice 
comes a steady stream of 
cautionary messages: 
“Don’t depend on your chil-
dren.” 
“Don’t live in your son’s or 
daughter’s home.” 
“Don’t hand over your money 
— not even to family.” 
The tone is often alarming. 
Relationships built over a life-
time are suddenly portrayed 
as potential liabilities. Trust is 
replaced with suspicion. 
The Checklist of an ‘Incom-
plete’ Life 
Travel posts insist that certain 
countries must be visited “be-
fore you die.” Spiritual for-
wards warn that failing to see 

specific pilgrimage sites could 
affect one’s afterlife. Retire-
ment becomes a race against 
time — a bucket-list marathon. 
Instead of peace, there is 
pressure. 
Health: Advice Without End 
Health messages arrive daily 
— and often contradict each 
other. 
Walk briskly. 
Walk slowly. 
Jog. 
Never jog. 
Drink moderately for heart 
health. 
Avoid alcohol completely. 
Eat this. Avoid that. 
The result? Confusion. 
Retirees who have managed 
careers, households, and re-
sponsibilities for decades are 
suddenly treated as if they are 
incapable of making basic life-
style decisions. 
The Subtle Psychological Shift 
Perhaps the most troubling im-
pact is psychological. 
Constant exposure to such 
messaging can make even 
energetic sixty-year-olds feel 
prematurely old. The narrative 
suggests vulnerability, de-
pendence, and fragility — 
even when none exists. 
Retirement, once seen as in-
dependence, is increasingly 
portrayed as risk. 
Reclaiming the Meaning of 
Retirement 
Retirement is not decline. It is 
transition. 
It is the reward for persever-
ance. The freedom to choose 
one’s pace. The opportunity to 
revisit passions postponed for 
years. 
Most retirees are not helpless. 
They are experienced, ca-
pable, and resilient. Their rela-
tionships are often strong. 
Their judgment has been re-
fined by decades of living. 
The real challenge in modern 
retirement is not merely man-
aging money or health — it is 
managing noise: 
Filtering information. 
Resisting fear-based messag-
ing. 
Trusting one’s own life experi-
ence. 
After a lifetime of responsibil-
ity, retirement should not be-
come another arena of 
anxiety. 
It should be what it was al-
ways meant to be: 
A season of dignity, autonomy, 
and well-earned peace.

BRS Bags 18 Chairperson Posts
HYDERABAD 
Wakeup telangana 
 
The BRS won chairperson 
posts in 18 municipalities 
in the recently concluded 
municipal elections, while 
the ruling Congress re-
tained control over a ma-
jority of urban local 
bodies across Telangana. 

According to official data, 
the Congress secured 82 
municipalities, while the 

BRS won 18. 
 Independents emerged 
victorious in Adilabad, 
Mahabubabad and 
Bhainsa municipalities. 
The BJP won Narayanpet, 
while the All India For-
ward Bloc (AIFB) secured 
Vaddepalli. Of the 116 
municipalities in the 
State, results have been 

declared in 105. The elec-
tion process in 11 munici-
palities has been 
postponed and fresh polls 
will be conducted under 
the supervision of district 
collectors on Tuesday. 
BRS is expecting to win 
at least five out of these 
11 considering its major-
ity. 

BRS won 18 municipalities in Telangana municipal polls; Congress retained control over most urban local bodies
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Kerala Govt To Take a Stand on Sabarimala Women 
Entry Issue After Examining All Sides: Law Minister 

KERALA 
Wakeup telangana 
 
Kerala Law Minister P 
Rajeev on Monday said 
the LDF government 
would formulate its posi-
tion on the issue of allow-
ing women of 
menstruating age to enter 
Sabarimala Ayyappa tem-
ple, after examining all 
sides, including religious 
practices and constitu-
tional issues, ahead of the 
Supreme Court hearing 
review petitions related to 
the case in April 2026. 
The state government is 
dealing with the issue 
cautiously in the wake of 
the Congress and the BJP, 
alleging that the govern-
ment had betrayed 
Ayyappa devotees by de-
clining to withdraw its 
earlier affidavit in the Su-
preme Court, which fa-
voured women's entry 
into the Sabarimala tem-

ple. As per the traditions, 
the Sabarimala temple is 
out of bounds for women 
between the ages of 10 
and 50. 
 On September 28, 2018 a 
five-judge bench of the 
Supreme Court delivered 
its verdict in the Sabari-
mala temple entry case. 
The majority of the judges 
held that the temple's 
practices of excluding 
women is unconstitu-
tional. It held that the 
practice violated the fun-
damental right to freedom 
of religion of female wor-
shippers. However, the 

apex court later referred 
the matter to nine judge 
bench for review. 
 At the press conference 
on Monday, Minister Ra-
jeev declined to state 
whether the state govern-
ment had changed its 
stand on women's entry. 
He cited the 2007 affi-
davit filed during V S 
Achuthanandna govern-
ment’s tenure. "The gov-
ernment stated that 
non-entry of menstruating 
women was a long-held 
tradition and had pro-
posed the setting up of a 
commission made up of 

Hindu scholars and social 
reformers with impec-
cable integrity to stdy the 
issue," the minister said. 
 However, instead of 
Commission, the apex 
court appointed an amicus 
curiae and eventually is-
sued an order allowing the 
entry of women. “We all 
know the Supreme Court 
order is binding and that's 
why the government tried 
to implement the verdict," 
he said. The minister said 
when the court decided 
for a judicial review, the 
state government did not 
implement the earlier 
order, taking a stand that 
technically there was no 
stay on the earlier order. 
 In 2016, during Oommen 
Chandy's tenure the 2007 
affidavit was revised to 
state that menstruating 
women will not be al-
lowed entry. However, in 
2016, the Pinarayi Vijayan 
government went back to 

2007 affidavit stating that 
no law prevented the 
entry of women in Sabari-
mala temple. Meanwhile, 
on Monday, the Supreme 
Court has directed parties, 
including the Kerala gov-
ernment to file their 
written submissions on or 
before March 14, 2026. 
 Opposition Leader V D 
Satheeshan has asked the 
government to declare 
that it would alter its affi-
davit and state categori-
cally that menstruating 
women would not be al-
lowed entry into the tem-
ple. "It takes only ten 
minutes to revise and sub-
mit an affidavit," he said. 
BJP state president Rajeev 
Chandrasekhar said the 
government is confused 
and is not coming out 
with a clear stand. The 
government, which orga-
nised the Sabarimala 
Ayyappa devotees con-
clave, has betrayed them. 

BHOPAL 
Wakeup telangana 
 
With three Rajya Sabha 
(RS) seats from Madhya 
Pradesh falling vacant in 
April- June this year, specu-
lations are doing rounds in 
the political circles here that 
former MP and AICC in-
charge of Telangana unit of 
the Congress, Meenakshi 
Natarajan, may emerge as 
the dark horse to secure the 
RS ticket from the party in 
the ensuing biennial elec-
tions to the Upper House in 
the state. Ms. Natarajan has 
a clear edge over other aspi-
rants in the party for the RS 
ticket in upcoming biennial 
polls in Madhya Pradesh, 
which are expected to be an-
nounced next month, due to 
her proximity to Leader of 
Opposition (LoP) Rahul 
Gandhi, a senior Congress 
functionary told this news-
paper on Sunday. 
 Her ‘good rapport’ with Te-
langana chief minister A Re-
vanth Reddy is likely to 
boost her prospect of getting 
a party ticket for the RS 

from Madhya Pradesh, the 
Congress leader added. Ten-
ures of three RS members 
from Madhya Pradesh are 
expiring in April-June this 
year, necessitating biennial 
polls to these seats probably 
in April this year. Of them, 
two are from BJP, and one is 
from Congress. While ten-
ure of Congress veteran 
Digvijay Singh in the RS is 
expiring on April nine, 
terms of two BJP MPs, 
Sumer Singh Solanki and 
George Kurien (both from 
BJP), are ending on June 21. 
 The BJP is in a position to 
send two members to the 
Upper House, while Con-
gress has enough strength in 
the state Assembly to retain 
its seat in RS. While lobby-
ing for the RS tickets in BJP 

is yet to begin, Mr. Singh’s 
recent announcement that he 
will not seek a third term in 
the Upper House this time 
has triggered a race for RS 
ticket in the Congress in 
Madhya Pradesh. President 
of the scheduled caste wing 
of Madhya Pradesh unit of 
Congress Pradeep Ahirwar 
has written a letter to the 
party high command to con-
sider sending a Dalit candi-
date of the party to the RS 
from MP, a senior Congress 
leader said. 
 Sources said that state Con-
gress president and former 
minister Jitu Patwari, known 
for his proximity to Mr. 
Gandhi, is said to be lobby-
ing hard to secure the RS 
ticket from the party. He had 
lost the last Assembly elec-
tions. Mr. Patwari belongs to 
the Other Backward Class 
(OBC). Sources however, 
said that Ms. Natarajan is 
clearly ahead of other aspi-
rants in the race for the RS 
ticket, despite being a 
Brahmin, due to her prox-
imity to 10, Janpath, particu-
larly Mr. Gandhi. 

President Murmu to Witness the  
International Fleet Review (IFR) 

NEW DELHI 
Wakeup telangana 
 
President Droupadi 
Murmu on Wednesday 
will witness the Inter-
national Fleet Review 
(IFR), organised by the 
Indian Navy in Visak-
hapatnam, a congrega-
tion of warships and 
submarines of friendly 
countries displaying 
their military skills. 
"The President of 
India Droupadi 
Murmu will visit 
Andhra Pradesh (Vi-
sakhapatnam) on Feb-
ruary 17 and 18, 2025. 
On February 18, the 
President will witness 
the International Fleet 
Review at Visakhapat-
nam," said a govern-
ment release. 
 The President will re-
view the assembled 
fleet at the Review An-
chorage Area off Vi-

sakhapatnam on Wed-
nesday morning. An 
indigenously-built 
Naval Offshore Patrol 
Vessel, INS Sumedha, 
will serve as the Pres-
idential Yacht and lead 
the Presidential Col-
umn. The review will 
include anchored ships 
from India and 
friendly foreign coun-
tries, a steampast by 
mobile columns of 
warships and subma-
rines, and a flypast by 
naval aircraft. The 
event will also feature 
a parade of sailing ves-

sels, search-and-rescue 
demonstrations by hel-
icopters and displays 
by marine comman-
dos. 
 The Indian Navy is 
hosting the IFR at Vi-
sakhapatnam from 
February 15 to 25, 
bringing together war-
ships and delegations 
from partner navies 
within a framework of 
professional exchange, 
ceremonial engage-
ment and maritime co-
operation. In a 
separate statement, the 
Navy said the event 

will feature a Presiden-
tial Fleet Review at 
sea, showcasing in-
digenous naval plat-
forms and reflecting 
India's transformation 
into a "Builder's 
Navy". Indian Navy 
ships will be joined by 
vessels from friendly 
foreign countries, the 
Indian Coast Guard 
and the merchant ma-
rine. A time-honoured 
naval tradition, the 
IFR assembles ships 
and sailors from 
friendly foreign navies 
and serves as a plat-
form for confidence-
building, mutual 
respect and operational 
familiarity. For India, 
the event reflects its 
naval heritage and 
contemporary role as a 
responsible maritime 
nation committed to 
dialogue and partner-
ship at sea. 

MP: Budget Session Commences  
With 6-Stanza Vande Mataram 
 BHOPAL 
Wakeup telangana 
 
The budget session of 
Madhya Pradesh as-
sembly commenced here 
on Monday with the 
singing of the complete 
six-stanza Vande Mata-
ram. This was the first 
time, the complete Vande 
Mataram was sung at an 
official function in Mad-
hya Pradesh following 
January 18 directive by 
the Centre mandating 
singing of the all six 
stanzas of the poem, at 
official programmes. 
Madhya Pradesh gov-
ernor Mangubhai Patel 
later addressed the as-
sembly marking the 
opening of the budget 
session. 
 He underlined the 
Mohan Yadav govern-
ment’s achievements and 
its future plans to make 
the state developed. He 
said that the state gov-
ernment has designated 

this year as the Year of 
Agriculture for devel-
opment of agriculture 
and allied sectors in the 
state. The governor said 
that a favourable envi-
ronment for industries 
has been created by hold-
ing the Global Investors 
Summit at Bhopal. The 
state government has set 
a target to make Madhya 
Pradesh a two-trillion 
dollar economy by 2047. 
 He highlighted the initi-
ation of the river inter-
linking projects in the 
state to expand irrigation 
as well as mitigate drink-

ing water crisis at several 
places in the state. The 
governor’s speech was 
however marred by noisy 
protests by Opposition 
Congress members who 
regretted omission of 
deaths of people in In-
dore due to water con-
tamination and deaths of 
25 children in Chhind-
wara district in Madhya 
Pradesh due to consump-
tion of spurious cough 
syrup, in his address. 
Later, speaker of the as-
sembly Narendra Singh 
Tomar adjourned the 
house till Tuesday. 

Meenakshi Natarajan emerges as a frontrunner 
 for Congress Rajya Sabha seat from MP Under the India AI Mission, the 

government has invested Rs 
10,372 crore to build a compre-
hensive AI ecosystem. More than 
38,000 GPUs have been on-
boarded for shared compute ac-
cess, 12 indigenous foundation 
models are being developed, and 
over 30 India-specific AI applica-
tions have been approved. Talent 
development is central, with 
thousands of undergraduate, post-
graduate, and PhD students sup-
ported through targeted 
initiatives. Not only the Prime 
Minister, but also many top gov-
ernment officials and AI giants 
welcomed the summit, saying 
that the AI adoption gap between 
the global north and south, build-
ing trusted and sovereign tech 
stacks, promoting ethical govern-
ance, and ensuring that AI aug-
ments livelihoods rather than 
displacing them. Chief economic 
advisor V Anantha Nageswaran 
said that AI adoption cannot just 
happen by drift and requires a 
clear commitment to aligning 
technological adoption with mass 
employability. “Countries need to 
move decisively by strengthening 
foundation or education, high 
quality skills, expanding labour-
intensive service sectors, and re-

moving the regulatory bottle-
necks. The window is still open, 
but it is not indefinite. We must 
act and act now," he said. MeitY 
secretary S Krishnan said that 
India’s AI strategy is the future of 
IT jobs, semiconductor am-
bitions, and new rules on AI-gen-
erated content. “AI could create 
more jobs than it displaces, India 
plans to boost domestic elec-
tronics manufacturing, and the 
regulation of artificial intelli-
gence will look like in practice,” 
said Krishnan. Union minister 
Jitin Prasada also said that India 
has the highest level of AI skill 
penetration and has adopted a 
policy approach of avoiding over-
regulation to ensure innovation 
thrives. “The present government 
is agile and listens to all ideas 
and it fine-tunes its policies, pro-
grammes, as per the need of the 
hour. India has trajectory, speed, 
and scale to offer to the world in 
the AI space,” he said.  

That work will carry on next 
week in Washington and, if need 
be, thereafter in July and March,” 
Agrawal said.Under the interim 
trade pact between two large de-
mocracies, both sides would ex-
tend duty concessions to each 
other on a number of goods 

traded between them. The US has 
announced that it will reduce the 
reciprocal tariffs on Indian goods 
from 25 per cent to 18 per cent. It 
has already eliminated the 25 per 
cent punitive tariffs on India for 
buying Russian crude oil. The 
secretary further said that there is 
an effort to close and sign the 
deal in March, but he declined to 
put a deadline on it. “Because 
legal agreement finalisation also 
has certain intricacies, which 
both sides will have to resolve. 
“The US is working on reducing 
the reciprocal tariffs from 25 per 
cent to 18 per cent. I am told they 
are processing it. It should be 
done fast,” he said, adding that 
our expectation is that it should 
be done this week, but, in case it 
is not done, the team is there next 
week, and we can pursue and see 
why it is taking time. 

He appreciated the Sanjeevini 
project being taken up with sup-
port from the Gates Foundation, 
at Kuppam in Chittoor district, 
and enquired about the kind of 
healthcare services that were 
being provided after diagnosing 
the health issues of the people. 
Gates also appreciated the offer 
of Sanjeevini digital health cards 
to the people to enable them 

change their lifestyles and food 
habits through appropriate advice 
at the right time. 
 The visiting dignitary praised the 
practice of providing healthcare 
services to the people with the 
help of AI.  
 He enquired about the plan to 
provide extensive health care 
services in future with the help of 
Bharat Biodesign. Referring to 
the need for pregnant women to 
undergo a series of tests like ul-
trasound and scanning, causing 
them more financial burden, 
Gates said it would  
 be good if the diagnostic serv-
ices were available at affordable 
cost, which would be a major re-
lief to pregnant women. 
 On development of the capital 
city, Gates was impressed by the 
plan having  
30 per cent of water bodies and 
the development of greenery and 
described the ongoing pace of 
works as ‘great.’ Bill Gates 
lauded the use of technology by 
the disaster management services 
to prevent loss of life and prop-
erty during times of natural ca-
lamities.  
He complimented Naidu for his 
efforts to implement digital gov-
ernance when “I am trying to ex-
plain to the world about it.” 
 

Modi Inaugurates..... 
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Hyderabad Student Vivan Sharad Maheshwari 
Tops JEE Main Session-1 From Telangana 

NEW DELHI 
Wakeup telangana 
 
Hyderabad’s Vivan 
Sharad Maheshwari has 
emerged as the top 
scorer from Telangana 
in the JEE Main Ses-
sion-1 Paper-I by secur-
ing a perfect 100 
percentile, according to 
results announced by 
the National Testing 
Agency (NTA) on 
Monday. Vivan is 
among 12 candidates 
nationwide to achieve a 
flawless score, marking 
a remarkable academic 
accomplishment.Speak-
ing to Deccan Chron-
icle, Vivan expressed 
his excitement and said 
his family and faculty 
are immensely proud of 
his success. “I did not 
put too much pressure 
on myself. College ma-
terial and mock tests 
helped me achieve a 
good score. My present 

focus is on JEE Ad-
vanced. Whenever I felt 
stressed, I used to relax 
by playing table ten-
nis,” he shared.Al-
though his parents 
wished for him to pur-
sue higher education 
abroad, Vivan decided 
to stay in India and con-
tribute to the country. 
He revealed that he 
began preparing se-
riously for the JEE in 
Class 11, balancing 
studies with personal 
interests.Alongside 
Vivan, two students 
from Andhra Pradesh, 

Narendra Babu Gari 
Mahith and Pasala Mo-
hith, also achieved 100 
percentile. Rajasthan 
led with three students 
in the perfect score 
bracket, while one can-
didate each from Delhi, 
Bihar, Odisha, Haryana, 
Maharashtra, and Guja-
rat joined the list. No-
table achievers include 
Shreyas Mishra, Shub-
ham Kumar, Kabeer 
Chhillar, Chiran Jibkar, 
Bhavesh Patra, and Pu-
rohit Nimay.The JEE 
Main Session-1 was 
conducted across 658 

centres in 326 cities, in-
cluding 15 abroad, with 
13,55,293 registered 
candidates, and 
13,04,653 appearing. 
The exam was held in 
computer-based test 
mode in 13 languages. 
NTA clarified that 
scores are normalized 
across multi-shift 
papers based on the rel-
ative performance of 
candidates in the same 
shift, transforming 
marks to a scale of 0 to 
100.The agency re-
leased the final answer 
key, dropping nine 
questions in total—
seven from Physics, 
one from Mathematics, 
and none from Chem-
istry.The JEE Main 
2026 Session-2 is 
scheduled between 
April 2 and 9, offering 
another opportunity for 
aspirants to secure top 
ranks. 
 

India, US Officials..... 

Bill Gates Lauds..... 
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Dear Reader 

If you are facing any 
problem in your neigh-

borhood or strongly 
feel about any issue,  

you can write to us. We 
will publish your com-
plaint in our columns. 

Please send your com-
plaint to editor. 

wtonlinedaily@   
gmail.com 

 Or whatapp us 
@8885610056  

Please mention your 
name,addresses and 
email id. You can also 
share photographs or 

videos about the 
issue. 

ASSAM CM'S HATE TALK NEEDS TO BE REINED IN 
HYDERABAD 
Wakeup telangana 
 
The contents of the peti-
tions moved in the Su-
preme Court by Left 
parties CPI and CPI(M) 
and a few residents of 
Assam seeking action 
against the state’s chief 
minister Himanta Biswa 
Sarma for his non-stop 
spewing of hatred on the 
Muslim community in the 
state are a troubling sign 
of the times which all right-
thinking people in the 
country, and not just the 
judiciary, must address to 
find a solution. 
 The charges against Mr 
Sarma are not about tak-
ing a political position or 
an ideological stance but 
instead about what can 
easily fall into the category 
of hate speech. It is very 
tough for an Indian citizen 
to conceive the chief min-
ister of a state making an 
open to call to the people 
to underpay Muslim em-
ployees and assuring 
them that the “Assam po-
lice will take care of the 
rest”. His video, pur-
portedly with a gun aiming 
at two Muslims, shared by 
the official handle of his 
party, completes the pic-

ture of a ruler who has 
failed to live up to the oath 
that he took while entering 
the office. He is constitu-
tionally mandated to treat 
every citizen under his 
government equally and 
“act without fear or fa-
vour”. 
 Mr Sarma has been out to 
prove that he is more loyal 
than the king to the Hin-
dutva cause ever since he 
assumed office in 2021. 
The politician who grew up 
in the Congress and was 
made a minister by that 
party several times 
switched his loyalty to the 
saffron side late in the 
day. He now appears to 
be in a hurry to establish 
himself as a true-blue Hin-
dutva apparatchik. His 
statements and actions 
targeting the Muslim com-
munity must be seen as 
only a part of this hidden 
agenda. 
 Mr Sarma and his party 
have every right, and re-
sponsibility, to act against 
illegal migrants in the 
state. There are estab-
lished and legal ways to 
carry out that responsibil-
ity but Mr Sarma is not 
seen doing just that. In-
stead he indulges in rheto-
ric that flies in the face of 

every convention, protocol 
or even common decency. 
He has infamously threat-
ened to use the special in-
tensive revision of the 
electoral roll in the state 
as a tool to disenfranchise 
the Muslim community. It 
is completely undemoc-
ratic, not to mention inher-
ently inhuman, to paint a 
whole community as com-
prising illegal aliens and 
lead a hate campaign 
against them.  
It is something even chief 
ministers of other BJP-
ruled states have refrained 
from doing. 
 Hate is something that 
India with its diverse social 
fabric can ill afford. There 
will be a number of fault 
lines in every small society 
in India, something that is 
unusual in another coun-
try. Religion, region, lan-
guage, race, sex and 
caste are some of the 
ready reasons for discov-
ering those fault lines. A 
sensible society will build 
bridges over them so that 
the people can progress 
as a community. History 
has proved that divisive 
tactics have never paid 
their users expected div-
idends. 
 

EDITORIAL

HYDERABAD 
Wakeup telangana 
 
The Telangana High Court 
has asked the state’s 
women and child welfare 
department to submit a 
comprehensive report on 
the condition and well-
being of a minor girl who 
was taken from her adop-
tive parents during an in-
vestigation into an alleged 
child trafficking network 
and lodged in a state 
home. A division bench 
headed by Chief Justice 
Aparesh Kumar Singh and 
Justice G. M. Mohiuddin 
was dealing with an appeal 
filed by the adoptive par-
ents who were seeking 
legal remedies to get back 

the two-year-old baby. 
Earlier, a single judge had 
declined to hand over cus-
tody of the girl to the cou-
ple, observing that the 
adoption had not been car-
ried out through legally 
prescribed procedures. 
 The aggrieved parents 
then filed an appeal which 
was heard by the division 
bench.  
The parents agreed that 
procedural lapses had 
taken place in the adoption 
process and admitted that 
money had been paid to a 
mediator to secure the 
baby. They argued that the 
child’s best interests, secu-
rity, and her future well-
being, warranted restoring 
custody to them. 

HC Asks Condition of a Baby 
Who Kept in Protection House 

HYDERABAD 
Wakeup telangana 
 
The ongoing battle relat-
ing to the management of 
the well-known Mahbub 
College, Secunderabad, 
echoed yet again in the 
State High Court. A two-
judge panel issued a set 
of directions, pending 
resolution of disputes 
under the Arbitration Act. 
The panel comprising 
Justice Moushumi Bhat-
tacharya and Justice Gadi 
Praveen Kumar refused 
to suspend a termination 
notice issued by Mahbub 
College against Venkat 
Narayana Educational 
Society (VNES), issued 
by the management of 
Mahbub College. 
  It is pointed out that 
there was an agreement 
under which the parties 

were to jointly manage 
the institutions, and fol-
lowqing the disputes re-
lating to financial 
transactions, administra-
tion and alleged contrac-
tual breaches, Mahbub 
College issued a termina-
tion notice on 3rd Oc-
tober 2024, which led to 
multiple proceedings, in-
cluding petitions invok-
ing provisions of the 
Arbitration and Concili-
ation Act, 1996.  
 The Trial Court granted 
an ad interim injunction 
restraining Mahbub Col-
lege from entering and in-
terfering with the 
functioning and admin-
istration of VNES, while 
refusing to suspend the 
termination notice and re-
fusing to restrain Mahbub 
College from approach-
ing statutory authorities. 
The panel upheld this ap-

proach, holding that the 
arbitration clause con-
tained in the agreement 
continues to subsist and 
was neither waived nor 
abandoned merely be-
cause earlier civil pro-
ceedings had been 
instituted.  
 The panel further held 
that suspension of the ter-
mination notice at the in-
terlocutory stage was not 
warranted, since the va-
lidity and effect of the 
termination notice lies at 
the heart of the arbitral 
dispute and requires de-
tailed evidence and con-
tractual interpretation. 
  It also upheld the in-
terim injunction as a pro-
tective measure to 
preserve the status quo 
and ensure continuity in 
the functioning of educa-
tional institutions, ob-
serving that disputes 

between managements 
should not disrupt stu-
dents’ education. The 
panel also held that a re-
straint against Mahbub 
College from addressing 
letters or approaching 
statutory and regulatory 
authorities such as 
AICTE, JNTUH and the 
State Government would 
be legally impermissible, 
particularly since stat-
utory approvals and affil-
iations stand in Mahbub 
College’s name, and any 
such restraint could jeop-
ardize compliances and 
adversely affect students 
and staff. Accordingly, 
the panel relegated the 
parties to arbitration and 
appointed Justice L. Na-
geswara Rao, former 
Judge of the Supreme 
Court of India, as the sole 
arbitrator. 
 

HC Panel Tells Mahbub College To Ensure  
continuity in functioning of educational institutions 

CRIME

HYDERABAD 
Wakeup telangana 
 
Justice Renuka Yara of the 
Telangana High Court 
junked a plea seeking to 
restrain disclosure of bank-
ing information to investi-
gating authorities in 
connection with a cyber-
crime case. M/s Jubilee 
Hills Mercantile Cooper-
ative Urban Bank Limited 
sought a direction against 
Yes Bank Limited not to 
disclose any information 
pertaining to its bank ac-
counts to the Cyber Crime 
Division, CID Head-
quarters. 
 It also challenged a notice 

issued by the Investigating 
Officer on January 14 in a 
funds siphoning off case 
registered with the Davan-
agere Cyber, Economic 
and Narcotic Offences 
(CEN) Police Station. The 
notice required production 
of account opening and 
KYC details, transaction 
and banking records, and 
organisational records 
within seven days, and 
also directed preservation 
of physical and electronic 
evidence. It was contended 
by the petitioner that there 
was no statutory mandate 
empowering the second re-
spondent to issue such di-
rections and that disclosure 
of KYC details.. would af-

Bank can give account 
details to Police : HC 

HYDERABAD 
Wakeup telangana 
 
Advocate Naresh Kaleru, EC 
Member, TSHCAA, has been 
empanelled as a Panel Lawyer 
by the High Court Legal 
Services Committee for the 
State of Telangana with effect 
from 01.02.2026.This presti-
gious recognition reflects his 
dedication, legal excellence, 
and unwavering commitment 

to justice. His empanelment 
will further strengthen access 
to legal aid and quality legal 
representation for the people 
of Telangana.Warm congratu-
lations and best wishes to Ad-
vocate Naresh Kaleru for 
continued success, service, 
and meaningful contribution 
to the justice system. ⚖�✨✨✨✨— 
Advocate Mir Qurram AliP-
resident, Society for Civil 
Legal Aids

Heartiest Congratulations to 
 Advocate Naresh Kaleru 

KARIMNAGAR 
Wakeup telangana 
 
A 30-year-old man was 
murdered in broad daylight 
on Saibaba Bypass Road 
in Jagtial on Sunday, po-
lice said. The victim, Bore 
Vishwanath of Porandla 
village in Jagtial Rural 
mandal, was allegedly at-
tacked with wooden logs 
and died on the spot due to 
head injuries. Police iden-
tified the accused as Ala-
kunta Gangadhar and his 
friend Bodasu Tirupati, 
both residents of Antargam 
Oddera Colony. They al-
legedly fled the scene after 
the assault, which occurred 
while Vishwanath was re-

turning from a temple on 
the occasion of Shivaratri. 
 Preliminary investigation 
indicates that the attack 
stemmed from a domestic 
dispute. Gangadhar had 
married Lakshmi of Poru-
malla in Medipally mandal 
12 years ago and the cou-
ple have two children. 
They reportedly separated 
about a year ago. During 
that period, 
 Lakshmi is stated to have 
been living with Vishwa-
nath after meeting him 
through social media. Po-
lice said the accused alleg-
edly intercepted 
Vishwanath on the bypass 
road and assaulted him 
with a wooden stick. 

30-Year-Old Hacked To Death 
In Broad Daylight In Jagtial 

WARANGAL 
Wakeup telangana 
 
Subedari police arrested 
Perala Srividhya, director 
of Akshara Chit Funds, at 
Bengaluru International 
Airport late on Saturday 
night in connection with a 
financial fraud case reg-
istered in 2022. Police 
said she was intercepted 
while attempting to travel 
to the United States. She 
was produced before a 
local magistrate and re-
manded to judicial cus-
tody before being shifted 
to Narsampet sub-jail on 
Sunday. 
 Srividhya had been ab-
sconding since multiple 

investors lodged com-
plaints at the Subedari po-
lice station alleging that 
the firm had collected 
lakhs of rupees promising 
high returns and later shut 
its offices without settling 
matured chit amounts or 
refunding principal invest-
ments. Based on infor-
mation that she was 
travelling from Benga-
luru, a special team of 
Warangal police coordi-
nated with airport au-
thorities and took her into 
custody. Police said she 
had been evading arrest 
by frequently changing lo-
cations across states. Offi-
cials have begun 
examining.

Akshara Chit Fund Director Held at 
Bengaluru Airport Trying to Flee to US 
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Goods Trade Deficit Widens in Jan Royal Stag Launches RS Code  
Success Campaign Nationwide

NEW DELHI 
Wakeup telangana 
 
Made in India, a new 
book chronicling the 
rise of India’s pharma-
ceutical industry, the 
growth of Lupin, and 
the life of its founder 
Desh Bandhu Gupta, 
was launched in Mum-
bai in February 2026, 
bringing together lead-
ing industry voices to 
reflect on India’s trans-
formation into the 
“pharmacy to the 
world.” 
 Authored by journalist 
Sundeep Khanna and 
Manish Sabharwal of 
TeamLease Services, 
the book traces how a 
boy from rural Rajas-
than rose from modest 
beginnings as a teacher 
and pharma employee 
to build a $10-billion 
global enterprise sup-
plying medicines to 

more than 120 coun-
tries. It highlights lead-
ership struggles, 
financial crises, and 
personal sacrifices be-
hind institution-build-
ing, while spotlighting 
the support of his wife 
Manju Gupta and their 
community initiatives. 
 A panel discussion 
featuring industry stal-
warts including Dilip 
Shanghvi of Sun 
Pharma, Yusuf Hamied 
of Cipla, G. V. Prasad 
of Dr. Reddy’s, Vinita 
Gupta, and scientist M. 

M. Sharma explored 
the sector’s past 
achievements and fu-
ture challenges. 
Speakers emphasized 
how Indian pharma 
leaders helped disman-
tle the myth that multi-
national firms always 
hold an edge. 
 The book underscores 
India’s global pharma-
ceutical dominance 
with striking statistics: 
nearly half of the 400 
billion pills consumed 
annually in the United 
States are produced in 

India, about 60 percent 
of the world’s vaccines 
originate there, and 
roughly one-third of 
the 700 facilities ap-
proved by the US Food 
and Drug Administra-
tion to supply medi-
cines to America are 
located in the country. 
 It also credits pioneers 
such as the founders of 
Ranbaxy, Zydus Ca-
dila, and Wockhardt 
for shaping India’s 
pharmaceutical rise 
alongside Gupta, por-
traying them as nation-

builders whose work 
strengthened both eco-
nomic and healthcare 
access worldwide. 
 Calling Gupta a vi-
sionary devoted to pa-
tients, Shanghvi said 
his legacy set stan-
dards for excellence, 
while Hamied de-
scribed his journey as 
proof that a single in-
dividual’s purpose can 
make healthcare af-
fordable  
globally. 
 Positioned as inspira-
tion for entrepreneurs, 
students, and policy-
makers, Made in India 
presents a candid ac-
count of ambition, re-
silience, and 
institution-building 
that mirrors India’s 
own ascent as a global 
manufacturing and 
healthcare power-
house. 
 

NEW DELHI 
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India’s merchandise 
trade deficit widened 
sharply to $34.68 bil-
lion in January, the 
highest level recorded 
so far in the current fis-
cal year, as imports 
surged and exports 
slipped month-on-
month, according to of-
ficial government data. 
The gap expanded sig-
nificantly from $25.04 
billion in December 
and $23 billion in Janu-
ary last year, underscor-
ing mounting external 
sector pressures despite 
steady annual export 
growth. 
 Imports jumped to 
$71.24 billion in Janu-
ary from $63.55 billion 
the previous month and 

$59.42 billion a year 
earlier. The surge was 
led primarily by higher 
purchases of petroleum 
and crude products 
worth $13.39 billion, 
followed by gold im-
ports at $12.07 billion, 
electronic goods at 
$10.19 billion and ma-
chinery at $5.41 billion. 
The spike in inbound 

shipments outpaced ex-
port performance and 
pushed the deficit 
closer to the record 
$41.68 billion logged in 
October 2025. 
 Merchandise exports 
declined to $36.56 bil-
lion in January from 
$38.51 billion in De-
cember, though they re-
mained marginally 

above the $36.43 bil-
lion recorded in the 
same month last year. 
Key sectors supporting 
outbound shipments in-
cluded electronic 
goods, meat, dairy and 
poultry products, drugs 
and pharmaceuticals, 
engineering goods and 
marine products. 
 Cumulatively, exports 
during April–January 
FY26 rose to $366.63 
billion compared with 
$358.91 billion in the 
corresponding period 
last year. Imports dur-
ing the same ten-month 
period climbed more 
sharply to $649.86 bil-
lion, resulting in a 
goods trade deficit of 
$283.23 billion. 
 Trade patterns with 
major partners showed 
mixed trends. Exports 
to the United States fell 

to $6.58 billion in Janu-
ary from $7.01 billion 
in December, although 
cumulative shipments 
to the U.S. still in-
creased 5.8 percent 
year-on-year to $72.46 
billion. Meanwhile, bi-
lateral merchandise 
trade with China 
reached $124.06 billion 
during April–January, 
with a widening deficit 
of $92.30 billion. Ex-
ports to China rose an-
nually to $15.88 billion 
but moderated sequen-
tially to $1.63 billion in 
January. Overall, the 
combined merchandise 
and services trade sur-
plus narrowed on a 
yearly basis in January, 
reflecting persistent 
pressure from strong 
import demand and vol-
atile global trade con-
ditions. 

MUMBAI 
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ArcelorMittal Nippon 
Steel India has launched 
two premium coated steel 
products—Vibrance and 
Optima—to strengthen 
domestic manufacturing 
capabilities and meet ris-
ing OEM demand for pre-
cision, aesthetics, and 
reliable performance. An-
nounced in Mumbai and 
Delhi on 16 February 
2026, the new offerings 
aim to reduce import de-
pendence while providing 
globally benchmarked 
quality within India. 
 The company said the ad-
ditions enhance its value-
added portfolio of coated 
steels designed for appli-
ances and industrial appli-
cations, sectors driving 
strong demand for consis-
tent surface quality, tight 
tolerances, and scalable 
performance. India’s 
coated steel demand, cur-
rently about 11.1 million 
tonnes annually, is pro-
jected to grow 8–10% 

CAGR, with appliance 
usage alone rising roughly 
10% each year. 
 Vibrance is a colour-
coated steel engineered 
for appliance manufac-
turers seeking refined fin-
ishes, controlled gloss, 
and durability for pro-
ducts such as refrig-
erators, washing 
machines, microwaves, 
and water dispensers. Op-
tima, a True Zero-Spangle 
galvanised steel, delivers 
high surface uniformity, 
predictable bending, and 
consistent finishes suited 
for AC outdoor units, 
panels, and cleanroom in-
stallations. 
 Ranjan Dhar, Director 

and VP – Sales & Market-
ing, said material choice 
directly influences pro-
ductivity, cost efficiency, 
and product quality, add-
ing that the new branded 
steels strengthen the com-
pany’s position as a solu-
tion provider for 
design-driven manufac-
turers. 
 Industrial coated steel de-
mand is expected to grow 
8–12% CAGR through 
2030, supported by ex-
pansion in automotive, 
electronics, and engineer-
ing sectors, underscoring 
the strategic role of high-
quality value-added steel 
in India’s manufacturing 
growth. 

AM/NS Launches Vibrance,  
Optima to Boost Steel Manufacturing

Book on Lupin Founder Launched

TALHealthFest 2026 Unites Global Leaders 
in Hyderabad to Boost Healthcare Access
HYDERABAD 
Wakeup telangana 
 
Touch-A-Life Foundation 
successfully convened 
global healthcare leaders, 
policymakers, innovators, 
and clinicians at TAL-
HealthFest 2026 in Hy-
derabad, spotlighting 
technology-driven solu-
tions and cross-sector 
partnerships aimed at ex-
panding healthcare access 
for underserved popula-
tions worldwide. 
 Hosted at T-Hub, the con-
ference focused on scala-
ble healthcare innovation, 
pro bono medical net-
works, and emerging tech-
nologies transforming 
patient care. Karnataka 
Minister N. S. Boseraju, 
delivering the inaugural 
address on behalf of the 
Government of Karna-
taka, emphasized that in-
tegrating trust, 
accessibility, and innova-
tion is critical to building 
sustainable healthcare 
ecosystems and ensuring 
technology reaches every 
citizen. 
 CEO Sai Gundavelli 
highlighted the founda-
tion’s mission to bridge 

healthcare gaps through 
its TALHospitals initia-
tive, which connects un-
derserved patients to 
hospitals offering free sur-
geries and consultations. 
He also announced the 
launch of TALMedora, a 
global platform designed 
to link doctors worldwide 
for collaborative care de-
livery. 
 Healthcare policy and 
collaboration were central 
themes. Govinda Hari of 
AHPI stressed that post-
pandemic healthcare de-
mands stronger 
partnerships among gov-
ernments, nonprofits, and 
medical institutions to ex-
pand both quality and ac-
cess.Keynote sessions 
featured leaders including 
Mark Lee of Solix Tech-
nologies, legal experts 

Nishith Desai and Mihir 
Parikh from Nishith Desai 
Associates, and biotech 
innovator Dr. Ramesh 
Matur of myRNA Thera-
peutics. Discussions ex-
plored advances in mRNA 
vaccines, precision drug 
delivery, data governance, 
and the growing role of AI 
and quantum computing 
in diagnostics and treat-
ment.Panel sessions mod-
erated by industry experts 
including Uday Saxena of 
Whale Tank Biocatalyst, 
hospitality leader Murali 
Krishnam, strategist Joe 
Lancaster, tech leader 
Raju Pusapati, ophthal-
mologist Dr. Bala Vidyad-
har Malladi of Pushpagiri 
Vitreo Retina Institute, 
and social innovator 
Gopal Garg of Ashoka ad-
dressed major global 

Bill Gates to visit Andhra, 
hold talks with CM Naidu 

AMRAVATI 
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Microsoft founder Bill 
Gates will visit Amara-
vati on February 16 and 
hold discussions with 
Chief Minister N Chan-
drababu Naidu on ex-
panding cooperation in 
health and artificial in-
telligence initiatives, 
Andhra Pradesh minis-
ter P Narayana said on 
Sunday.Gates is ex-
pected to arrive at the 
state secretariat here 
around 10 am on Mon-
day and meet with 
Naidu, IT Minister 
Nara Lokesh and Dep-
uty Chief Minister 
Pawan Kalyan briefly. 
 “Gates will visit Ama-
ravati on Monday and 
hold discussions with 
Naidu on expanding co-
operation in health and 
artificial intelligence 
initiatives,” said Naray-
ana, the state Municipal 
minister. 

 The Gates Foundation 
has been working in 
Kuppam in Chittoor 
district on health-re-
lated projects, and the 
proposed talks are ex-
pected to explore scal-
ing up these 
interventions to benefit 
a wider population ac-
ross the southern state. 
 Later, the tech czar will 
proceed to the Real 
Time Governance sys-
tem (RTGS) to observe 
the utilisation of tech-
nology in governance, 
followed by Naidu 
showcasing the sys-
tem’s procedures and 
results, a government 
source had earlier said. 
 Naidu will give a pres-

entation on “Swarna 
Andhra 2047” (golden 
Andhra) vision and the 
reforms ushered in var-
ious sectors, including 
med-tech, diagnostic 
services and Sanjee-
vani, a health record 
digitisation programme, 
said the source. 
 Following these en-
gagements at the sec-
retariat, Gates and team 
will proceed to an agri-
cultural centre in Unda-
valli village in 
Amaravati, where he 
will witness the use of 
drones and AI technol-
ogy, the source further 
said. 
 Gates had earlier vis-
ited the erstwhile un-
divided Andhra Pradesh 
twice, and this visit fol-
lows an invitation ex-
tended by the chief 
minister to further 
deepen collaboration 
with the state govern-
ment, the minister 
added. 

MUMBAI 
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Seagram’s Royal Stag Packaged Drink-
ing Water has launched the “Royal Stag 
Code of Large” (#RSCode), a data-
driven campaign decoding success 
through four core personality traits, in 
collaboration with Indian cricketer Rohit 
Sharma and mental conditioning coach 
Paddy Upton. The initiative combines 
performance analytics with brand philos-
ophy to help fans identify their own path 
to success using an AI-powered inter-
active tool.The campaign analyses Rohit 
Sharma’s career data to identify four de-
fining traits—Selfless, Driven, Fearless, 
and Inspiring—which it presents as the 
foundation of sustained achievement. 
These qualities, the company says, re-
flect both Sharma’s leadership journey 
and the brand’s “Live It Large” ethos. 
Sharma, notably among the few players 
associated with multiple ICC Men's T20 
World Cup victories, is positioned as the 
embodiment of these principles.To en-
hance credibility, Upton interprets the 
performance insights, translating ana-
lytics into practical lessons for au-

diences. The campaign rollout began 
with teaser promotions and culminated in 
a digital talk show featuring Sharma and 
Upton, including a surprise appearance 
by Suryakumar Yadav, reinforcing the 
“Inspiring” trait.According to Pernod Ri-
card India CMO Debasree Dasgupta, the 
initiative empowers fans to create their 
own “Live It Large” journeys through 
personalised AI-generated video mes-
sages from Sharma after answering a 
short questionnaire.Designed as a digital-
first engagement strategy, the #RSCode 
campaign blends storytelling, technol-
ogy, and sports analytics to extend bey-
ond cricket, positioning success as a 
mindset applicable to everyday life. 

NEW DELHI 
Wakeup telangana 
 
In a major boost to India’s 
commercial vehicle sec-
tor, Tata Motors has 
launched a next-genera-
tion lineup of 17 trucks 
ranging from 7 to 55 
tonnes, introducing new 
benchmarks in safety, effi-
ciency, and profitability. 
Announced in New Delhi, 
the portfolio includes the 
all-new Azura series for 
the ILMCV segment, the 
expansive Tata Trucks.ev 
electric range built on the 
advanced I-MOEV archi-
tecture, and upgraded ver-
sions of the Prima, Signa, 

and Ultra platforms. 
 Designed to meet strin-
gent European ECE R29-
03 safety standards, the 
trucks aim to enhance 
driver protection and road 
safety while improving 
fleet uptime. The com-
pany says the models de-
liver higher payload 
capacity, better fuel effi-
ciency, and reduced total 
cost of ownership, sup-
ported by Fleet Edge digi-
tal services. With this 
launch, Tata Motors tar-
gets stronger transporter 
earnings and signals a sig-
nificant technological leap 
in India’s trucking ecosys-
tem. 

Tata Motors Launches 
17 Advanced Trucks

New book chronicles Lupin founder’s journey and India’s pharmaceutical rise globally
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“Being ‘King’ Means Responsibility, Not Power,” Says SRK 
MUMBAI 
Wakeup telangana 
 
He's King Khan to his 
fans and the industry and 
his next film quite coinci-
dentally is called "King" 
too. Shah Rukh Khan, ho-
wever, brushes off the 
power the title bestows on 
him, saying it's less an 
identity and more "a re-
minder to live with heart, 
humility, and purpose". 
"The word 'king' has 
never meant power to me. 
It has always been about 

responsibility -- to the 
people who believe in you 
and the stories you choose 
to tell...," Shah Rukh told 
PTI in an email interview. 
 The star, first seen in the 
TV show "Fauji" in 1989, 
has worn the 'Bollywood 
king' crown with ease 
over three decades. 
Maybe not any more. "As 
time passes, you realise 
that what truly matters is 
not the title, but the inten-
tion behind your work," 
said Shah Rukh, who has 
lent his voice to fireworks 

show "The Lion King: 
Celebration in the Sky" 
aboard Disney Cruise 
Line's latest ship, Disney 

Adventure next month. 
 "At this stage of my life 
and career, the title 'King' 
feels less like an identity 

and more like a reminder 
to live with heart, humil-
ity, and purpose. Whether 
it's narrating a story 
aboard the Disney Adven-
ture or choosing my next 
film, what matters most to 
me is creating work that 
brings people together, 
makes them feel some-
thing, and leaves behind a 
little bit of joy," the 60-
year-old said. Shah Rukh, 
who began his acting ca-
reer in English theatre in 
Delhi, gave voice to Mu-
fasa in the Hindi version 

of Disney's 2024 film 
"Mufasa: The Lion King". 
His sons joined in too – 
the older Aryan (28) was 
the voice for Simba and 
the younger AbRam (12) 
was the young Mufasa. 
 He and wife Gauri have a 
third child. Daughter Su-
hana, 25, shares the 
screen with her father in 
Siddharth Anand's upcom-
ing film "King". While 
"The Lion King" clearly 
holds a special place, clas-
sics like "The Jungle 
Book" continue to enter-

tain the Khan clan. The 
children are also drawn to 
Pixar favourites like "Toy 
Story" and almost any-
thing from the Marvel 
universe are "huge hits". 
"Each generation finds its 
own connection, but what 
never changes is how 
these stories bring us to-
gether. Whether it's re-
watching a classic at 
home or sharing a magical 
moment on a Disney 
Cruise or at the Parks, that 
sense of connection stays 
the same," he said. 

 Discussing "The Lion 
King", he said it will al-
ways be close to his heart 
as it's a timeless story 
about growing up, under-
standing responsibility 
and finding your place in 
the world. Disney's "The 
Lion King" is the coming-
of-age story of Simba, a 
young lion prince who 
must reclaim his kingdom 
after the death of his 
father, Mufasa. The film 
explores themes of re-
sponsibility, loss, and the 
circle of life.  

MUMBAI 
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Rajkummar Rao is fast becoming Bol-
lywood’s go-to biopic actor. He re-
cently wrapped work on Nikam and is 
now set to begin preparation for a bi-
ographical project on former Indian 
cricket captain Sourav Ganguly, for 
which he will need to undergo a major 
physical transformation. Talking about 
the biopic on public prosecutor Ujjwal 
Nikam, known for handling high-pro-
file cases such as the 1993 Bombay 
bombings and the Gulshan Kumar 
murder case, Rao said the role was 
physically demanding. 
 “I am not a believer in prosthetics. If I 
can achieve a transformation through 
hard work, whether it’s gaining weight, 
ageing naturally on screen, or even 
thinning my hair, I prefer to do that. 
For Nikam, I gained nearly 10 kilos. I 
even thinned my hair despite people 
asking me not to,” the actor said. He 
revealed that he was on a high-fat diet 
during the shoot, indulging in pizzas 
and sweets, including his favourite 
aloo parathas and biryanis. “I hope 
people see the hard work that went into 

it,” he added. As pre-production begins 
on the Sourav Ganguly biopic, Rao is 
now in reverse sweep, so to speak. “I 
need to shed the weight to play our 
very own Dada,” he said. Directed by 
Vikramaditya Motwane, the film is 
scheduled to go on the floors next 
month in Kolkata. 

Rajkummar Rao Begins Prepping 
for Saurav Ganguly Biopic When The Story Doesn’t  

Let Me Sleep: Sudipto Sen 
hen you 
speak to 
Sudipto Sen 

about his journey into 
cinema, it becomes 
clear that filmmaking 
was never a career 
choice in the conven-
tional sense. It was an 
inevitability. Ask him 
when the “absurd 
dream” turned into a risk 
he was willing to take, 
and he reflects on his 
early years. “In a very 
early stage I understood 
that I can't do anything 
but to tell stories,” he 
says. That certainty was 
forged in North Bengal, 
where he grew up dur-
ing the turbulence of the 
Naxalite movement. “It 
was a very very difficult 
time… Bengal was the 
epicenter of that,” he re-
calls. The socio-political 

unrest reshaped institu-
tions, public life and cul-
tural spaces. Between 
what he calls the “rich 
Bengali tradition” and 
the violence of an ultra-
left uprising, his world-
view was being formed. 
 “With all obvious reason 
I thought that I have to 

tell my stories, how I see 
the world, how I see the 
life which I am leading 
to.” Watching world 
cinema in Kolkata 
further sharpened that 
instinct. By the time he 
finished his studies, he 
already knew the desti-
nation. “I knew that one 

day I have to become a 
filmmaker and I did 
that.” His academic path 
was deliberate. He stud-
ied physics as an under-
graduate and later 
pursued applied psy-
chology. To him, they 
are deeply intertwined. 
Physics is “the philoso-

phy of science,” while 
applied psychology is 
“an extraction of human 
philosophy.” Both, he 
believes, are essential 
to cinema. “These are 
very very intriguing sub-
ject interconnected and 
it has lot to do with your 
invocation as a film-
maker.” Understanding 
matter and understand-
ing the mind became 
twin pillars of his story-
telling grammar. 
 The Himalayas played 
an equally formative 
role. His debut feature, 
The Last Monk, 
emerged not from a 
neatly outlined story but 
from lived experience. 
“You will be surprised to 
know I never wrote a 
story at all. I straight 
wrote the script,” he 
says.  

W

Shaswat Kumar Wins Global 
Karate Legend Prestigious Title

HYDERABAD 
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In a major international recognition 
for India’s martial arts community, 
Shaswat Kumar, a 10th Dan Black 
Belt Grand Master, has been 
awarded the prestigious “Global 
Living Karate Legend” title in Indo-
nesia. The honor was conferred by 
Henri Hendarto, founding father of 
SABUNG KENKI, recognizing 
Kumar’s lifetime contribution to 
martial arts, leadership, and hu-
manitarian service. 
 The distinction makes him the first 
Indian Grandmaster to receive this 
global title from the Indonesian 
martial arts institution, marking a 
historic achievement for India on 
the international combat sports 
stage. 
 Widely respected for his technical 
mastery and philosophical depth, 
Kumar is known for blending tradi-

tional discipline with innovative 
training approaches. His influence 
extends beyond competition, with a 
strong focus on character building 
and social empowerment through 
martial arts education. 
 He currently serves as World Pres-
ident of the International Combat 
Martial Arts Council, which func-
tions under the Shreyanavi Chari-
table Foundation. Through this 
platform, he organizes free martial 
arts training programs across India 

and abroad, making professional in-
struction accessible to underprivi-
leged communities. 
 Kumar is also the International 
Chief Instructor of the Watanabe 
Shotokan Karate Federation, where 
he contributes to technical devel-
opment and global expansion of 
structured karate training. 
 Unlike many masters who strictly 
adhere to traditional systems, 
Kumar developed his own inde-
pendent methodology after years of 
research and practice. His system 
has gained national and inter-
national recognition for its scientific 
training approach and disciplined 
philosophy. 
 The conferment of the “Global Liv-
ing Karate Legend” title acknowl-
edges his originality, global 
outreach, leadership, and lifelong 
dedication—further strengthening 
India’s stature in the world martial 
arts arena. 

Rashid Khan Becomes First Cricketer 
 To Take 700 Wickets in T20s 

HYDERABAD 
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Afghanistan spinner Ra-
shid Khan became the 
first player to achieve 700 
T20 wickets during Af-
ghanistan's group-stage 
match against the United 
Arab Emirates (UAE), 
being played at the Arun 
Jaitley Stadium in Delhi 
on Monday. He got one 
wicket in the match, con-
ceding 24 runs in his four 
overs as Afghanistan 
halted the UAE to 160/9 
in 20 overs after inviting 
them to bat first. The 27-

year-old Afghanistan 
skipper achieved the feat 
during the 16th over in the 
first innings when he dis-
missed Muhammad Arfan 
by a hit-wicket. Arfan 
made zero runs off two 
balls, before his wicket 
while trying a reverse 
sweep against the ace 

spinner. 
 Afghan spinner is way 
ahead of any other crick-
eter in terms of wickets in 
the shortest format. Re-
tired West Indies all-
rounder Dwayne Bravo is 
in second place with 631 
wickets. Among the active 
players, Sunil Narine is 
behind Rashid with 613 
wickets and is third over-
all in the list. Rashid is 
also the leading wicket-
taker in the T20 Inter-
nationals with 191 
wickets. The second place 
is occupied by retired 
New Zealand seamer Tim 

Southee (164), and his 
compatriot Ish Sodhi is in 
third place with 162 
wickets. Sodhi is part of 
the Black Caps in this 
tournament. 
 Afghanistan are looking 
to chase down a modest 
target of 161 runs to re-
main alive in the race for 
the Super 8 of the compe-
tition. Azmatullah Omar-
zai was the best bowler 
for Afghanistan as he 
picked up four wickets 
while conceding 15 runs 
in his four overs. Mujeeb 
Ur Rahman also took a 
couple of wickets. 

India Crush Germany 12–3 
 in HPRC Polo Championship

HYDERABAD 
Wakeup telangana 
Mohd Khaleel Afsar 
 
India crushed Germany 
12–3 to storm into the 
final of the 6-goal semi-
final at the HPRC Inter-
national Arena Polo 
Championship 2026, held 
at Hyderabad Polo and 
Riding Club, Hyderabad, 
on February 16. A dom-
inant start and relentless 
scoring sealed the nine-
goal win. 
 India took control early, 
finishing the first chukker 
4–0 with Arsalan Khan 
striking twice while Saif 
Attari and Chaitania 
Kumar added one each. 
The second chukker fol-
lowed the same script as 
India extended the lead to 

7–0, with goals from Ar-
salan, Salim Azmi, and 
Chaitania, leaving Ger-
many searching for an-
swers.  
 Germany finally re-
sponded in the third chuk-
ker through Brad Rainford 
and Leopold Ludort, but 

India’s attack proved un-
stoppable. Salim netted 
three goals in the period 
while Arsalan and Chaita-
nia added one each, clos-
ing the match  
decisively. 
 The victory highlighted 
India’s strong coordi-

nation, sharp riding, and 
clinical finishing across 
all chukkers.  
Their defense also held 
firm for most of the 
contest,  
allowing only late goals 
when the result was al-
ready beyond doubt. 

US Consulate General Laura Williams with the US Team and the HPRC Officials, Mr. Chaitania R 
Kumar, President; Mr. Vijender Singh, Vice-President; and Mr. Reaz Ahmed, Secretary (Admin).
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wift action by the Panjagutta crime team led to the 
arrest of a suspect and recovery of 1 kilogram of 
stolen gold within 24 hours of the theft. According 

to police, the complainant Sebastian reported on Sunday 
that 1 kg of gold biscuits had gone missing from the 
Joyalukkas showroom at Panjagutta. “We formed three 
special teams and took up the case on priority,” said 
ACP Muralikrishna. 
 Under the directions of Khairatabad DCP K. Shilpa-
valli, the team led by station house officer M. Ramak-
rishna and detective inspector S. Nagaraju examined 
footage from 90 CCTV cameras. By early Monday, they 
arrested the accused, Karampudi Gopala Krishna, and 
recovered the gold.Investigations revealed that Krishna, 
a native of Andhra Pradesh, had joined the showroom as 
a salesman two months ago. On February 14, he alleg-
edly concealed the gold biscuits in his nylon socks when 
the counter was unattended and fled.  

10 Days’ Time for Entries 
Into UMEED Portal 

Banished Rowdy Sheeter Held 
for Abduction and Attack

 27-year-old rowdy sheeter who had earlier 
been externed from Hyderabad was arrested on 
February 16 by police in Balapur for allegedly 

kidnapping a man and robbing him of ₹2 lakh. The ac-
cused, Asad of Kalapathar, reportedly has about 15 
criminal cases registered against him, prompting au-
thorities to consider invoking the Preventive Detention 
Act. 
 According to police, Asad and five associates — Saif, 
Mahmood, Quddus, Farhan and Jahangir — allegedly 
abducted Syed Moinuddin on February 10, confined 
him in a room in Balapur, assaulted him and robbed 
him of cash. The victim was later rescued, while the 
suspects initially fled. Four accomplices were arrested 
earlier; Asad and Jahangir were taken into custody on 
Monday. 
 Investigators said Asad had been banished from the 
city for a year during the tenure of former police com-
missioner CV Anand but allegedly continued criminal 
activities. He is also accused of attacking another 
rowdy sheeter, Kayyum, brother of Shanur Ghazi, who 
was assaulted in 2020. Police seized weapons including 
knives, an axe, a sickle and six mobile phones. Further 
investigation is underway.

HYDERABAD 
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Pending entries on the 
Umeed portal must be 
completed within 10 
days, directed Syed Az-
matullah Husseni, chair-
man of the Telangana 
Waqf Board, during a re-
view meeting in Hydera-
bad on Monday. 
Stressing urgency, he in-
structed officials to clear 
all remaining verifica-
tion and approval pro-
cesses for Waqf 
institutions within the 
fixed deadline.The meet-
ing was attended by 
CEO Mohammed Asa-
dullah, along with super-
intendents and 
inspectors, who assessed 
the status of pending in-
stitutional entries. Hus-
seni cautioned officers to 
be particularly careful 
while uploading Gazette-
notified records of large 
Waqf land parcels, citing 

legal sensitivities and the 
need for accuracy.He 
further ordered that doc-
umentation of Kitab-ul-
Auqaf registers and 
second-survey Waqf 
properties begin immedi-
ately after completion of 
Gazette entries. The IT 
section was directed to 
resolve technical glitches 
promptly in coordination 
with the Umeed helpline 
to prevent delays. 
 Highlighting the broader 
objective, Husseni said 
proper implementation 
of the portal is vital for 
transparency, protection, 
and efficient manage-
ment of Waqf assets ac-
ross Telangana, and 
warned that timelines 
must be strictly fol-
lowed. 

A

S

Musi Project Faces 
Residents’ Objections
Musi project faces residents’ protest over transparency concerns

Sanitation Promise Falls Flat as Tarnaka Public Toilet Remains Closed
Public Money, Private Lock
HYDERABAD 
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The construction of public toilets in 
busy areas is an essential step to-
ward improving civic amenities and 
public health. Recently, a public toi-
let with an RCC rooftop has been 
constructed at Tarnaka Junction 
near the RTC bus stop in Hydera-
bad. This initiative by the Greater 
Hyderabad Municipal Corporation 
(GHMC) deserves appreciation, as 
such facilities are very much needed 
in crowded public places. Tarnaka 
Junction is one of the busiest areas, 
with constant movement of com-
muters, shoppers, students, and 
daily wage workers. The presence 
of a permanent RCC-constructed 
public toilet in such a location is a 
thoughtful decision. GHMC has 
also been constructing similar toi-
lets at bus stops, road center points, 
temples, function halls, and other 
busy public centers across the city. 
Lakhs of rupees are being spent to 
provide these minimum but essen-
tial facilities to the public.  
 However, while construction is 
being done on a large scale, proper 
maintenance of these public toilets 

is not up to the mark. Due to poor 
upkeep, lack of cleanliness, irregu-
lar water supply, and insufficient su-
pervision, many of these toilets 
become unusable. As a result, what 
was meant to be a public service 
turns into unfruitful expenditure. 
Public toilets are not a luxury; they 
are a basic human necessity. Natural 
calls are unavoidable, and access to 
clean sanitation is a matter of dig-
nity and health. Women, girl chil-
dren, and elderly people particularly 
face severe inconvenience when 
they are outside their homes. Many 
people feel uncomfortable speaking 
openly about toilet-related prob-

lems, but it is a daily reality faced 
by everyone. The government is 
spending significant public funds to 
improve sanitation infrastructure.  
 Therefore, along with construction, 
equal importance must be given to 
regular cleaning, water availability, 
security, and proper monitoring. At 
the same time, the public also has a 
responsibility to use these facilities 
responsibly, maintain cleanliness, 
and participate in awareness pro-
grams. Civic sense and cooperation 
between authorities and citizens are 
essential to make such initiatives 
successful. Some may consider this 
a small issue or even laugh at the 
discussion.  
 However, sanitation is directly 
linked to public health, safety, and 
human dignity. Clean and well-
maintained public toilets are a sign 
of a progressive and responsible so-
ciety. It is hoped that GHMC will 
not only continue constructing pub-
lic toilets but also ensure their 
proper maintenance, so that the 
money spent truly benefits the 
people. Suggestions: Maintaining 
public toilets may be given on a 
contact basis*PAY & USE* system 
for Better usage and maintenance.  
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Telangana Human Rights 
Commission (TGHRC) 
has sought a report in con-
nection with the murder a 
practicing advocate G 
Swapna Kumari from the 
Director-General of Police 
B Shivadhar Reddy by 
March 6. In their com-
plaint, 163 advocates led 
by Mohd. Aazam alleged 
gross negligence and fai-
lure on the part of the Sta-
tion House Officer (SHO) 
of Moinabad police sta-
tion and the local sub-in-
spector, in preventing the 
murder of Swapna on 
February 4, 2026. Swapna 
was a practicing advocate 
at a Court at Chevella. 

 She was brutally mur-
dered by her brother G. 
Raju and his associates 
while surveying the land. 
The deceased had lodged 
a complaint with Moina-
bad police on November 
6, 2025, after a car inten-
tionally rammed against 
her scooter, but no action 
has been taken on the 
complaint. Again on Janu-
ary 12, 2026, the deceased 
had lodged another com-
plaint with Moinabad po-
lice suspecting that her 
brother. Raju had orches-
trated the accident, in 
view of the disputes be-
tween them over land, 
basing on which, a case in 
Crime No.17 of 2026 was 
registered for the offence 
under Section 109 BNS. 

 Swapna had clearly men-
tioned the name of her 
brother in the complaint 
but the Moinabad SHO 
had mentioned the name 
of the suspect as ‘un-
known' in the FIR. De-
spite explicitly 
mentioning the name of 
Raju as the perpetrator of 
these incidents, the Moi-
nabad police, for the best 
reasons known to them, 
have desperately failed to 
protect the life of the de-
ceased, which resulted in 
her murder in broad day-
light. Had the Moinabad 
police acted in prompti-
tude and in accordance 
with law upon the com-
plaint lodged by the de-
ceased, the incident could 
have been averted. 

TGHRC Seeks Report from DGP on  
Advocate Swapna’s Murder Case 
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Hyderabad will host the 
23rd edition of BioAsia, 
Asia’s largest life sciences 
forum, on February 17 
and 18, with Chief Minis-
ter A Revanth Reddy set 
to inaugurate the two-day 
summit. 
 The event at HITEX Ex-
hibition Centre, organised 
under the theme “TechBio 
Unleashed – AI, Automa-
tion and the Biology Rev-
olution,” is expected to 
draw over 4,000 delegates 
and more than 500 com-
panies from across the 
globe, which is a jump 
from last year’s 3,000 par-
ticipants. Industries Min-
ister D Sridhar Babu will 
be present at the inaugural 

session, while keynote ad-
dresses will be delivered 
by Prof Bruce L Levine of 
the Perelman School of 
Medicine and Dr Howard 
Y Chang, Chief Scientific 
Officer of Amgen. Push-
meet Kohli from Google 
DeepMind will also speak 
at the forum, a release 
from the Chief Minister’s 
Office said.Over 175 ex-
hibitors will showcase ad-
vances in 
pharmaceuticals, biotech-
nology, medtech, digital 
health and advanced man-
ufacturing. BioAsia 2026 
will feature a Startup Pa-
vilion with 40 emerging 
startups, an Innovation 
Pavilion with 16 exhib-
itors presenting break-
through technologies and 
participation from 22 

micro, small and medium 
enterprises (MSME) ex-
hibitors.Global pharma-
ceutical giants, including 
Novartis, Eli Lilly, 
Thermo Fisher Scientific, 
Sanofi, and MSD, will 
participate alongside In-
dian companies like Dr 
Reddy’s Laboratories and 
Biocon Biologics. 
 Discussions will centre 
on AI-driven drug discov-
ery, synthetic biology, ge-
nomics, 
biomanufacturing, and 
digital health. The summit 
will also deliberate on 
“Telangana Rising 2047,” 
the state’s vision of build-
ing a life sciences ecosys-
tem, with sessions 
covering science, software 
and supply chains, next-
generation biologics.

Asia’s largest life sciences forum  
BioAsia begins in Hyderabad on Feb 17 

V. C. Sajjanar Urges Peace 
Panels to Safeguard  
Harmony in Hyderabad
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Hyderabad Police Com-
missioner V.C. Sajjanar on 
Monday called on Peace 
Committee members to 
serve as a vital link be-
tween law enforcement 
and citizens to preserve 
communal harmony and 
ensure the city remains 
crime-free, warning 
against misinformation 
and urging proactive co-
ordination ahead of up-
coming festivals. 
 Speaking at a coordi-
nation meeting of the 
Central Peace and Welfare 
Committee at the Telan-
gana Integrated Command 
Control Centre auditorium 
in Banjara Hills, Sajjanar 
described Hyderabad as a 
“towering testimony to 
communal harmony” and 
said protecting its distinc-
tive “Ganga-Jamuna 
Tehzeeb” is a shared civic 
duty. He stressed that 
false propaganda and so-
cial media rumours in-
tended to inflame tensions 
must be swiftly countered 
with facts to prevent un-
rest. 
 Highlighting institutional 
legacy, the Commissioner 
noted that Peace Commit-

tees, formed in 1984, have 
played a decisive role in 
maintaining law and order 
for decades. He credited 
their grassroots engage-
ment and public coopera-
tion as key factors behind 
Hyderabad’s emergence 
as a global development 
hub built on stability and 
peace. 
 The meeting also ad-
dressed rising concerns 
over cybercrime and drug 
abuse, with Sajjanar stat-
ing that strengthening 
trust between citizens and 
police is essential to tack-
ling these challenges and 
keeping Hyderabad the 
safest city in the country. 
To improve responsive-
ness, officials announced 
that Peace Committee 
meetings will now be con-
ducted mandatorily at the 
zonal level once every 
three months, ensuring 
faster resolution of local 
issues and stronger field-
level coordination across 
communities.

Swift Police Action Leads to 1 Kg Gold Recovery 

he University of Hyderabad (UoH) and Mehdi 
Nawaj Jung Institute of Oncology and Regional 
Cancer Centre have signed a Memorandum of 

Understanding (MoU) on Monday, February 16, to ad-
vance cancer research and development in precision on-
cology. Precision oncology is an innovative approach to 
cancer treatment, different from the more general mode 
of research. Instead of treating a patient solely based on 
the location of the cancer, in this approach, doctors 
study the specific genetic basis of the tumor to prescribe 
the most effective treatment. 
 The partnership aims to leverage the strengths of both 
institutions to develop solutions for cancer diagnosis and 
treatment. While the UoH will contribute with its expert-
ise in advanced research and technology, MNJ Institute 
will provide clinical insights, patient data and access to 
its research facilities, a press release said.“We look for-
ward to working together to develop innovative solu-
tions for cancer treatment and improve patient 
outcomes,” Director of MNJ Institute Dr GJ Benjamin 
said. 
 Through the partnership, both institutions will engage in 
joint research and knowledge sharing while strengthen-
ing their capacity. The agreement also helps the two 
parties to own or protect their intellectual property and 
creates a plan to turn the research into products that can 
be sold to the public, commercialising their research 
outcomes. 

T

University of Hyderabad, MNJ Hospital 
partner to advance cancer research 
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The Musi Jan Andolan 
(MJA), a coalition of ac-
tivists, environmentalists, 
rights groups and res-
idents, on February 16 
strongly opposed the state 
government’s handling of 
the Musi riverfront initia-
tive in Hyderabad, alle-
ging that authorities are 
moving ahead without 
transparency or public 
consultation. The group 
described the process as 
“unilateral and brazen,” 
particularly criticising a 
February 10 newspaper 
notification that began 
procedures for land-
owners to surrender prop-
erty in exchange for 
Transferable Devel-
opment Rights (TDRs). 
 Representing residents 
from multiple riverbank 
colonies—including Shiva 
Puri, Dattatreya, Sri Vig-
neshwara, Dream Homes, 
Karywell Homes, PG Col-
ony, Vishal Nagar, Sai 
Ram Nagar and Madhu 
Park Ridge Apartments—

the coalition said affected 
families lack access to 
basic project information. 
According to MJA, no of-
ficial public source cur-
rently provides river 
boundary maps, buffer 
zone limits, or details of 
structures likely to be im-
pacted. 
 The organisation cited re-
marks made in the As-
sembly by Chief Minister 
A. Revanth Reddy stating 
that the detailed project 
report (DPR) and river 
boundary mapping were 
still under preparation. 
Despite this, it alleged, 
preliminary acquisition-
related steps are already 
underway, which it argues 
undermines informed 
public participation. 
 The coalition also ob-

jected to GO No. 921 is-
sued on December 16, 
2025, by the Municipal 
Administration and Urban 
Development Department. 
It said the order exempts 
the riverfront project and 
associated works from 
certain provisions of na-
tional land acquisition law 
that normally mandate so-
cial impact assessments, 
public hearings and expert 
review. Removing these 
safeguards, the group con-
tended, weakens legal 
protections for residents 
and should be reversed 
immediately. 
 MJA further argued that 
initiating acquisition with-
out a final DPR is unjusti-
fied, stating that citizens 
cannot engage meaning-
fully when project scope, 

land requirements and de-
sign plans remain unclear. 
It urged authorities to re-
lease all relevant doc-
uments and conduct open 
consultations before pro-
ceeding. 
 Earlier, the Chief Minis-
ter informed legislators 
that the DPR would cover 
stretches from Osman 
Sagar to Gowrelli and 
from Himayath Sagar to 
Bapughat, incorporating 
blue-green master plans, 
land-use frameworks, in-
frastructure proposals, 
marquee projects and fi-
nancial models. However, 
the coalition claimed none 
of these planning compo-
nents have been finalised. 
Concluding its statement, 
the group warned that 
many families in the af-
fected colonies are still re-
paying housing loans and 
that displacement would 
disproportionately affect 
senior citizens and chil-
dren. It called on the gov-
ernment to halt further 
action until transparency 
measures, consultations 
and clear documentation 
are provided.


