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Gujarat, Lakshadweep,
Puducherry Voter
Count Drops 69 Lakh

The electorate in Gujarat,
Lakshadweep and Puduch-
erry shrunk by nearly 69 lakh
after the completion of the
special intensive revision of
voters' list, data shared by the
Election Commission on Fri-
day shows. Gujarat, Lakshad-
weep and Puducherry
recently published their re-
spective final electoral rolls as
part of the poll roll cleanup
exercise. Before SIR was an-
nounced on October 27 last
year, the combined electorate
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Milan Sea Phase To
Begin in Bay off Vizag
on Saturday

The five-day sea phase of
MILAN 2026 will com-
mence on Saturday in the
Bay of Bengal off Visakha-
patnam, marking the oper-
ational core of the Indian
Navy’s flagship multilateral
exercise involving friendly
foreign navies. The sea
phase will feature maritime
operations, formation ma-
noeuvres and a range of
naval warfare exercises
aimed at strengthening in-
teroperability among par-
ticipating navies. Key
activities include surface
firings, anti-air and anti-
submarine warfare drills,
cross-deck helicopter op-
erations and aircraft car-
rier operations.
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Macron Features
'‘Dhurandhar’ Song in
India Visit Video

French President Em-
manuel Macron included
the title track 'Na De Dil
Pardesi Nu' from the Hindi
blockbuster 'Dhurandhar’
in a tribute video marking
the conclusion of his re-
cent state visit to India,
drawing widespread atten-
tion across social media.
The 43-second montage,
shared by Macron on X
after concluding his visit,
offered glimpses of cere-
monial welcomes, warm
embraces with Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi, tem-
ple visits, cultural
engagements and even a
street jog in Mumbai.Ac-
companied by a heartfelt
"Thank You India!" note,
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KTR writes open letter
- to CM Revanth:
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US SC Ruling Ends Trump Tariffs, Giving India Significant Export Boost and Reduced Trade Uncertainty

NEW DELHI
Wakeup telangana

The US Supreme Court
has struck down Pres-
ident Donald Trump’s
country-specific “recip-
rocal tariffs,” a ruling that
clears the way for 55% of
India’s exports to the US
to avoid the 18% duties.
The court deemed the tar-
iffs illegal, citing that
Trump exceeded his au-
thority under the Inter-
national Emergency
Economic Powers Act

(IEEPA).

The judgment nullifies
tariffs previously im-
posed on major trading
partners, including India,
and also affects fentanyl-
linked import duties.
Trump had earlier re-
duced tariffs on India
from 50% to 18%, but the
Supreme Court ruling
renders this move largely
irrelevant. The decision
reinforces Congress’s
central role in shaping
trade policy and restricts
unilateral presidential
power over tariffs.

Experts say the ruling
could give Indian ex-

porters a competitive
boost. According to
Global Trade Research
Initiative founder Ajay
Srivastava, the removal
of reciprocal tariffs
leaves these exports sub-
ject only to standard

MEFN rates. However,
Section 232 tariffs, such
as 50% on steel and alu-
minum and 25% on cer-
tain auto components,
will continue. Products
like smartphones, petro-
leum products, and medi-
cines remain exempt.
Analysts note that the
ruling may introduce
fresh dynamics into the
planned Interim Trade
Agreement between India
and the US. Markets re-
sponded positively, with
India’s GIFT Nifty rising
over 250 points, reflect-

SC Orders Deployment of Judicial
Officers for West Bengal SIR

NEW DELHI
Wakeup telangana

Flagging the "unfortunate
blame game" and “trust
deficit” between the Elec-
tion Commission and the
West Bengal government,
the Supreme Court on
Friday issued an “extraor-
dinary” direction for the
deployment of serving
and former district judges
to assist the poll panel in
the special intensive re-
vision of electoral rolls in
the poll-bound state. The
apex court ordered depu-
tation of judicial officers
for adjudication of claims
and objections of persons
put under the logical dis-
crepancy list, as it al-
lowed the Election

Shah Unveils X6.9K
-Cr Assam Scheme

NEW DELHI
Wakeup telangana

Union Home Minister Amit
Shah officially launched
the second phase of the
Vibrant Village Pro-
gramme in Assam today.
The initiative plans to turn
140 villages along the
Bangladesh border into
hubs of modern education
and employment.

"Today, we are officially
beginning the Vibrant Vil-
lage Programme-II, and
through this, we will bring
development to bordering
villages and facilities like
any other place across
the country. This has

been possible because of
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi," he said. Shah
inaugurated the pro-
gramme at Natanpur vil-
lage in Assam's Barak
Valley.

Shah spoke about how
the Vibrant Village Pro-
gramme initiative will
bring development to bor-
dering villages, mirroring
the progress and growth
seen in any other part of
the country.
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Commission to publish
the draft list of voters in
West Bengal on February
28. Making it clear that a
supplementary list can
also be issued later, the
top court asked Calcutta
high court chief justice to
spare judicial officers and
find former judges to as-
sist in the SIR process in
the state.

A three-judge bench of
Chief Justice of India
Surya Kant and Justices
Joymalya Bagchi and
Vipul M. Pancholi asked
the Calcutta high court
chief justice to hold a
meeting with the stake-
holders, including the
chief secretary, DGP and
officials from the poll

) CONTINUE ON | PAGE 4

IndiaBacksUN'S

ing optimism over tariff
clarity. Manoj Mishra,
Partner at Grant Thornton
Bharat, said the ruling re-
duces legal uncertainty
and could pave the way
for refunds of tariffs col-
lected without proper
legal basis. The Supreme
Court clarified that any
attempt to levy unilateral
tariffs now requires Con-
gressional approval, lim-
iting future presidential
discretion. While Trump
may explore Section 301
or 232 tariffs, these re-
quire formal investiga-
tions and justification,
slowing implementation
and increasing legal scru-
tiny. The ruling marks a
significant step toward
stable and predictable
trade relations between
India and the US.

What the US
Supreme Court said

The court ruled that Pres-
ident Donald Trump had
overstepped his authority by
levying tariffs under the In-
ternational Emergency Eco-
nomic Powers Act (IEEPA),
a 1977 statute that has
been designed to address
national emergencies.

The decision reinforces
Congress’s central role in
shaping trade policy, signifi-
cantly limiting the pres-
ident’s discretion to use
tariffs as a strategic tool and
redefining how future ad-
ministrations may rely on
emergency economic
powers.

Chief Justice John Roberts
said that IEEPA does not
grant the president the
power to impose tariffs uni-
laterally and noted that the
administration failed to iden-
tify any law that authorized
such action.

The judgment strikes down
the country-specific “recip-
rocal” tariffs as well as fen-
tanyl-related duties applied
to imports from key trading
partners.

Although Trump may seek
to reinstate tariffs under
Section 301 or Section 232,
those provisions require
fresh investigations and for-
mal justification, which
would slow implementation
and likely trigger additional
legal disputes. Moreover,
these statutes cannot be de-
ployed as a blanket enforce-
ment mechanism.

Repairs Stuck in Standoff Govt Of Betraying
With Contractors: P3

Trump tariffs struck dow

RTC Workers:

n Modi Pushes Al Tec,

Global Partnerships

NEW DELHI
Wakeup telangana

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Friday con-
ducted a series of high-
level engagements,
emphasizing artificial in-
telligence (AI), technol-
ogy, and strategic
international partner-
ships. The day included a
roundtable with CEOs
and founders of 16 Al
and deeptech startups,
seven bilateral meetings,
and separate discussions
with leaders of two major
firms.

At the startup round-
table, Modi discussed
leveraging Al across sec-
tors such as agriculture,
environmental protec-
tion, and regional lan-
guage education. Startup
leaders showcased inno-
vations and emerging
technologies, highlight-
ing India’s growing role
in the global tech ecosys-
tem.

Modi also met with
United Nations Secre-
tary-General Antonio
Guterres, focusing on in-
clusive Al and the UN’s
role in fostering sustain-
able technological devel-
opment. The leaders
exchanged perspectives
on UN reforms and

Youth Congress Protests At AT Summit

Shirts Off, Youth Congress Workers Protest At Al Summit Over India-US Deal

NEW DELHI
Wakeup telangana

The Delhi Police have in-
tiated legal action against
cadre of the Youth Con-
gress who were protesting
'shirtless' at the Bharat
Manadapam on Friday.
Additional Commissioner
of Police Devesh Mahla
said the incident took
place at around 12:30 pm
and that the protestors had
registered for the summit
online. He said the protes-
tors were wearing
sweaters and jackets over
objectionable T-shirts.

Near Hall Number 5, one
of them removed his outer
clothing and waved the T-
shirt in protest.

The official added that
appropriate legal action is
being taken and that those
detained are being identi-
fied. "The incident oc-
curred around 12:30 PM.

Ly
I ia)

They registered online
and entered through QR
code scanning.

They were wearing
sweaters and jackets on
top and a T-shirt under-
neath. Near Hall 5, they
removed their sweaters
and jackets.

> CONTINUE ON | PAGE 4

-atement on West Bank

Prime Minister Modi is expected to visit Israel next week, though official dates have not been announced.

NEW DELHI
Wakeup telangana

India on Friday said it had
“associated” itself with a
United Nations statement
on the Palestine issue,
days ahead of Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi’s
scheduled visit to Israel.
According to media re-
ports, the UN statement
criticised Israeli settle-
ment plans in the West
Bank and condemned uni-
lateral measures altering
the status of Palestinian
territories. Reports said
India had initially skipped
a joint appearance with

several countries at the
UN but later associated it-
self with the statement is-
sued in New York. It is
also reported that over
100 UN member states
condemned expansion in
the West Bank.

Prime Minister Modi is
expected to visit Israel
next week, though official
dates have not been an-
nounced. New Delhi also
confirmed that it attended
the US-led Board of
Peace meeting in Wash-
ington DC as an observer.
India had earlier been in-
vited by US President
Donald Trump to join the

Board of Peace as a full
member but has not done
so. The UN statement, as
cited in media reports,
said, “We strongly con-
demn unilateral Israeli
decisions and measures
aimed at expanding Is-
rael’s unlawful presence
in the West Bank. Such
decisions are contrary to
Israel’s obligations under
international law and must
be immediately reversed.
We underline in this re-
gard our strong opposition
to any form of annex-
ation.”

At his weekly briefing,
ministry of external af-

fairs spokesperson Rand-
hir Jaiswal said, “You
may be aware that this
was not a negotiated doc-
ument as is usually the
case in the UN. Our posi-
tion on this issue was
most recently expressed in
the India-Arab League
Ministerial Joint state-
ment, which is as follows:
‘Both sides reaffirmed
their commitment to
achieving a just, compre-
hensive, and lasting peace
in the Middle East, ac-
cording to international
law, relevant UN resolu-
tions and the Arab Peace
Initiative.

strengthening the voice
of the Global South.

In bilateral engage-
ments, Modi met Sri
Lankan President Anura
Kumara Dissanayake, re-
viewing India-Sri Lanka
relations and cooperation
in energy, infrastructure,
healthcare, skilling, cul-
ture, and the blue econ-
omy. With Mauritius
Prime Minister Navinc-
handra Ramgoolam, he
reaffirmed strategic part-
nership commitments in
Al, technology, culture,
and regional security
under the MAHASA-
GAR vision.

Modi’s meeting with
Slovak President Peter
Pellegrini focused on
trade opportunities fol-
lowing the India-EU
FTA, alongside collabo-
ration in digital technol-
ogy, startups, defence,

space, and digital public
infrastructure. On the
sidelines, Modi met He-
reditary Prince Alois of
Liechtenstein, welcom-
ing the India—TEPA Free
Trade Agreement, set to
facilitate $100 billion in
investments over 15
years. Both leaders em-
phasized deepening co-
operation in high-value
manufacturing, advanced
technologies, and innova-
tion-driven sectors.
Friday’s engagements
underscored India’s push
to harness Al for societal
and environmental bene-
fits while strengthening
global partnerships,
trade, and technological
collaboration. Modi’s in-
teractions reflected a dual
focus on innovation-led
growth and strategic di-
plomacy with regional
and global partners.

India-US Interim Trade
Deal to Start in April: Goyal

NEW DELHI
Wakeup telangana

An interim trade agree-
ment between India and
the US is likely to be
signed in March and oper-
ationalised in April, Com-
merce and Industry
Minister Piyush Goyal
said on Friday.

He also said that India's
free trade agreements
(FTAs) with the UK and
Oman are likely to be im-
plemented in April. With
New Zealand, the pact is
expected to be imple-
mented in September. A
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three-day meeting be-
tween Indian and Ameri-
can officials to finalise the
legal text for an interim
trade agreement will
begin in the US on Feb-
ruary 23.

Earlier this month, India
and the US released a
joint statement to an-
nounce that a framework
for an interim trade agree-
ment has been finalised.
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CM Calls For Al War Room
With Centre, States Support

HYDERABAD
Wakeup telangana

Chief Minister A. Revanth
Reddy on Friday called
for urgent national action
to ensure that India does
not miss the artificial in-
telligence (AI) revolution,
as it had earlier missed
the industrial and man-
ufacturing revolutions,
and proposed the creation
of a National Al War
Room with participation
from both the Centre and
the states to track and re-
spond to rapid technologi-
cal developments.
Delivering the keynote
address at the India-Al
Impact Summit 2026 in
Delhi, the Chief Minister
outlined an ambitious
roadmap for positioning
India as a global leader in
artificial intelligence and
said Hyderabad was ready
to host the proposed Al
War Room if approved by
the Centre. Addressing

policymakers, global
technology experts, inno-
vators and industry
leaders, Revanth Reddy
described Al as “man-
kind’s greatest invention,
comparing its transfor-
mative potential to the
discovery of fire, the in-
vention of the wheel and
the Industrial Revolution.
He said Al marked a fun-
damental shift in human
capability by combining
intelligence, autonomy
and decision-making
power, noting that unlike
earlier technologies that
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enhanced physical
strength, Al challenges
human intellectual su-
premacy and, when inte-
grated with robotics,
creates systems posses-
sing both mental and
physical capabilities.
Congratulating Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
and Union minister for
electronics and IT Ash-
wini Vaishnaw for orga-
nising the summit, the
Chief Minister stressed
that India must transition
from being merely a con-
sumer of global digital

platforms to becoming a
producer and owner of
core Al technologies. He
said India should aim to
lead across all layers of
the Al ecosystem, includ-
ing GPU chip manufactur-
ing, green
energy-powered data stor-
age, development of core
platforms and Al lan-
guages, and Al-driven ap-
plications and services.
Stressing strategic prepa-
redness, he called for im-
mediate steps to
manufacture GPU chips
domestically and integrate
India into the global Al
supply chain, including
securing access to rare
minerals. Revanth Reddy
also proposed establishing
a world-class Al Univer-
sity with multiple cam-
puses dedicated to
original research, creating
a National Al Fund to
support start-ups and
youth-led innovation, and
conducting a nationwide

assessment of Al-driven
job displacement along-
side large-scale reskilling
and employment pro-
grammes. Telangana, he
said, was ready to set up
an Al Start-up Village to
serve innovators across
the country with support
from the Centre. High-
lighting the need for insti-
tutional governance, he
advocated the formation
of an India Al Council on
the lines of the GST
Council or Niti Aayog to
coordinate national policy,
along with a dedicated Al
ministry to frame laws
preventing misuse, safe-
guarding national security
and ensuring Al contrib-
utes to social justice and
poverty eradication. The
Chief Minister further
suggested that India host
Al summits every six
months in different cities
to sustain global engage-
ment and innovation mo-
mentum.

Telangana Sees
5.5% Rise in Property
Registrations in January

HYDERABAD
Wakeup telangana

Telangana has recorded a
5.56 per cent increase in
property registrations in
January 2026 compared to
January 2025, indicating a
steady growth in both
property transactions and
revenue collections in Te-
langana. In January 2026,
11,941 properties were
registered compared to
11,312 in January 2025.
Revenue generated
through flat registrations
rose from Rs 319.57 crore
in January 2025 to Rs
348.78 crore in January
2026. The open plots seg-
ment registered growth,
with revenue increasing
sharply from Rs 214.01
crore in January last year
to Rs 361.50 crore.

Data shows that the real
estate sector in the state is
showing signs of revival,

countering the narrative of
Opposition parties that the
industry has been witness-
ing a slowdown under the
Congress regime. Among
districts, Rangareddy
recorded the highest rise
in registration revenue
with a growth of 20.60 per
cent compared to the pre-
vious financial year’s cor-
responding period,
followed by Mahabubna-
gar at 19.02 per cent and
Medchal-Malkajgiri at

11.54 per cent. However,
Hyderabad South registra-
tion district witnessed a
decline of 16.98 per cent
in revenue, while Hydera-
bad district recorded a
10.42 per cent drop and
Nalgonda saw a decrease
of 8.79 per cent.

During the first ten
months of the 2025-26 fi-
nancial year (April to
January), flat registrations
across the state increased

to 1,30,787 documents
compared to 1,25,990 in
the corresponding period
0f 2024-25. Revenue from
this segment grew from
Rs 3,808 crore to Rs
4,037 crore, registering a

6.02 per cent rise.

Open plot registrations
also improved, rising from
3,98,862 documents (Rs
2,543 crore revenue) last
financial year to 4,06,140
documents, generating Rs
2,965 crore this year,
marking a 16.61 per cent
increase in revenue. Simi-
larly, house purchase reg-
istrations recorded
moderate growth. While
4,12,097 documents worth
Rs 2,831 crore were reg-
istered in the first ten
months of 2024-25, the
figure increased to
4,14,117 documents gen-
erating Rs 2,942 crore
during the same period in
2025-26, reflecting.

Farmers Protest Urea Shortage App Booking Hassle

NALGONDA
Wakeup telangana

Reflecting the hardships
being faced by the farm-
ing community in secur-
ing urea bags in the State,
a farmer from Sarvelu vil-
lage in Yadadri Bhongir
district vented his ire at
the Congress government
for introducing what he
called an illogical and
senseless measure.

While the Congress gov-
ernment claims there is
sufficient urea available in
the State, farmers have
been struggling to secure
even a single bag this sea-
son. To make matters
worse, the government’s
move to introduce an app-

based booking system for
securing urea bags has left
farmers fuming.

“I am illiterate. I cannot
use a smartphone to book
a urea bag. How can the
government introduce
such senseless measures
and compound farmers’
woes,” Damodar Reddy, a

farmer, fumed at the
Farmer Producer Organi-
sation in the village.
Several farmers from the
village gathered at the
centre to register their
names and book urea bags
online. However, due to
technical glitches, farmers
were not receiving the

One Time Password on
their mobile phones.
Irked by the technical
snags and the govern-
ment’s failure to supply
sufficient urea bags,
farmers expressed anger
at the officials. “It has
been close to two months
and still we have not re-
ceived any urea. Our in-
vestments and hard work
will go futile. We feel like
crying and committing
suicide,” Damodar Reddy
said in a video that is cir-
culating on social media.
The farmers also com-
plained that soon after
opening the app for book-
ings, a ‘no stock’ message
was displayed on their
mobile screens.

Kyathanpalli stalemate: BRS councillor’s wife alleges
threats by Minister Vivek using Singareni officials

"vn-/’ A

HYDERABAD
Wakeup telangana

Family members of BRS
councillor Bhumanna
Goud in Kyathanpalli
have come out alleging
that Labour Minister G
Vivek was threatening
and terrorising him using
officials of the Singareni
Collieries Company Lim-
ited.

Speaking to pressmen,
Bomma Vijaya, the wife
of 11th ward councillor
Bhumanna Goud from the
municipality, accused
Vivek of threatening and

terrorising them by send-
ing Singareni officials to
retrieve an open plot lo-
cated behind their house.
She alleged that Vivek
was trying to intimidate
them to join the Congress
using local leaders who
called her offering bribes.
Vijaya lamented that the
SCCL officials tried to

take away material be-
longing to their tent house
dumped in the plot, when
her husband was away.
She said the officials had
also ordered her to vacate
the plot and that the offi-
cials intentionally reached
the spot with directions
from Vivek.

She also alleged that they
were protecting the land
by keeping the material
and stationing cattle and
utilising it for farm needs
for over 30 years. She
opined that the plot would
have been occupied had
they not placed the mate-

rial. She, however, said
that they were ready to
give away the plot to the

SCCL if needed. The offi-
cials put up a signboard
that said the plot belonged
to SCCL and action
would be taken against
trespassers.

On receiving infor-
mation, former minister
Koppula Eshwar consoled
Vijaya over the phone and
assured all support to the
family members of Bhu-
manna Goud. He told her
that the BRS would stand
with them in the challeng-
ing times.

Telangana Governor Celebrates
Arunachal, Mizoram Statehood Day

HYDERABAD
Wakeup telangana

Governor of Telangana,
Jishnu Dev Varma, at-
tended the Statehood
Day celebrations of Ar-
unachal Pradesh and
Mizoram as the chief
guest at Lok Bhavan,
Hyderabad. Addressing
the gathering, he high-
lighted the historic sig-
nificance of 20th
February 1987, the day
both States attained
statehood, marking the
start of their journey to-
ward democratic em-
powerment and
inclusive development.
The Governor praised

the rich cultural her-
itage, natural beauty,
and vibrant traditions of
Arunachal Pradesh and
Mizoram, noting their
contributions to India’s
unity in diversity. He
emphasized the “Ek
Bharat, Shreshtha Bha-
rat” initiative as a way
to foster national in-
tegration and celebrate
India’s cultural plural-
ity, stating that the na-
tion’s strength lies in its
diversity.

He also noted that Hy-
derabad has long sym-
bolized inclusiveness
and hospitality, wel-
coming people from ac-
ross the country. Video

messages from the
Governors of Arunachal
Pradesh and Mizoram
added warmth and dig-
nity to the event.

The celebrations fea-
tured cultural perform-
ances, including a
mesmerizing traditional
bamboo dance by stu-
dents and artists from
both States. Former
DGP of Andhra Pra-
desh, B.V. Papa Rao,
IAS (Retd.), officers
and staff of Lok Bha-
van, and members of
the Arunachal Pradesh
and Mizoram com-
munities settled in Hy-
derabad attended the
event.

Mancherial
Mayor
Inaugurates
multi-sports
centre

Mancherial Municipal
Corporation Mayor Dha-
rani Madhu said playing
sports enhances mental
growth among children
and youth. Along with
local councillor Neeli
Swapna, he formally
inaugurated a multi-
sports centre, titted NSS
Drive Inn, here on Friday.
The centre was founded
by Konda Siddharth, a
young record holder for
the longest motorcycle
ride in the country from
the town.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Siddharth said the
initiative was aimed at in-
troducing a new and
healthy culture in his
hometown.

It is not just a business
project, but an innovative
endeavour aimed at pro-
viding a healthy and
happy environment for
youth and children in the
Mancherial district head-
quarters, he said. Sports
such as box cricket, foot-
ball and sand volleyball
are available at the cen-
tre.

In 2025, Siddharth en-
tered the Asia Book of
Records for successfully
completing the longest
non-repetitive motorcycle
expedition spanning
nearly 41,000 km and
covering all States and
one union Territory in 96
days.

Tirumalagiri Hindu Cemetery Boundary Survey Soon

HYDERABAD
Wakeup telangana

Members of the Hindu
Cemetery Committee, led
by former board vice-
president Jampana Pratap,
met Tirumalagiri Mandal
Revenue Officer (MRO)
Bikshapati on Friday to
push for an urgent survey
of the cemetery land.

The committee high-
lighted ongoing confusion
over the cemetery’s
boundaries, which has
caused administrative and
maintenance challenges.

The delegation formally
requested an official de-
marcation to prevent en-
croachments and clarify
ownership. MRO Biksha-

pati responded positively,
assuring that a joint sur-
vey will be conducted
with Airport Authority
Defense officials to ad-
dress any overlapping ju-
risdiction.

He promised that per-
manent boundaries would
be established promptly
after the survey.

The meeting included ac-
tive participation from
community leaders and
committee members such
as Kondal Yadav, DM

Ashok, Yadayya, and
Rama Rao. Committee
representatives expressed
satisfaction with the
MRO’s assurance, em-
phasizing that clear
boundaries are crucial for
preserving the cemetery’s
sanctity and proper up-
keep.

The survey is expected to
resolve long-standing
land issues, ensuring the
cemetery remains pro-
tected and properly man-
aged for future

Manthani Sub-Reg-
istrar, document writer
caught taking bribe

Anti-Corruption Bureau
(ACB) officials caught
Manthani Sub-Registrar
Rajender and a private
document writer while al-
legedly accepting a bribe
of Rs 16,500 from a
farmer on Friday.
According to ACB offi-
cials, Sub-Registrar Ra-
jender had demanded the
bribe from a farmer be-
longing to Puttapaka vil-
lage to register the latter’s
land.Unable to pay the
bribe, the farmer ap-
proached the ACB, which
laid a trap and caught Ra-
jender while he was ac-
cepting Rs 16,500 through
document writer Rasheed.
Further investigation is
under way.

Sri Indu Institute Hosts Global Tech & Innovation Meet

HYDERABAD
Wakeup telangana

Sri Indu Institute of Engi-
neering & Technology
inaugurated its two-day In-
ternational Conference on
“Next Gen Innovations in
Science, Technology, and
Management
(ICNGISTM26)” today, 20
February 2026. The event,
scheduled for 20-21 Feb-
ruary, aims to provide a
global platform for re-
searchers to share cutting-
edge ideas.

The conference was for-
mally inaugurated by Chief
Patron Sri R. Venkat Rao,
President, in the presence
of Patrons Sri R. Anup

Chakravarthy, General Sec-
retary, and Sri J. Srikar, Ex-
ecutive Member. Co-Patron
Dr. A. Ramakrishna Rao,
Director — Academics &
Evaluation, extended his
support for the event.

Led by Principal & Con-
venor Dr. K. S. Sadasiva
Rao, the organizing team
includes Co-Convenors Dr.
P. Vedavalli, Dr. B. Ratna-
kanth, and Dr. S. V. Pavan-

kumar, who played key
roles in managing the con-
ference.

The Chief Guest, Dr. V.
Kamakshi Prasad, Senior
Professor of CSE and Di-
rector of Academic and
Planning at Jawaharlal
Nehru Technological Uni-
versity, Hyderabad, ad-
dressed attendees on
emerging technologies,
global research standards,

and the importance of mul-
tidisciplinary collaboration.
ICNGISTM 26 received
over 250 research papers
from national and inter-
national contributors. On
the first day, more than 146
participants presented their
research across various
technical sessions, high-
lighting innovative solu-
tions and advanced
developments in Science,
Technology, and Manage-
ment. The conference con-
tinues tomorrow with
additional technical ses-
sions, keynote addresses,
and research presentations.
Organizers emphasize that
ICNGISTM 26 fosters
global collaboration.
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Telangana HC hears
plea over alleged
extortion bid to
withdraw PIL

Justice J Sreenivas Rao
of the Telangana High
Court on Friday heard
arguments in a criminal
petition arising out of al-
legations that a Public
Interest Litigation (PIL)
was used to demand
money for its withdra-
wal, with both sides
making serious accusa-
tions against each
other. The matter con-
cerns a PIL filed by Ga-
dila Raghuveera Reddy,
a resident of Konda-
paka in Siddipet district,
relating to the regulari-
sation of plots in NBT
Nagar, Banjara Hills.
The PIL seeks quash-
ing of GO Ms No. 56 is-
sued by the State
Government concerning
regularisation of certain
plots allegedly linked to
K Venkateswara Rao,
son of former MP and
senior Congress leader
Dr K Kesava Rao, and
GHMC Mayor Gadwal
Vijayalakshmi.During
the hearing, counsel ap-
pearing for K Venkates-
wara Rao submitted
that Raghuveera Reddy
had allegedly threat-
ened to withdraw the
PIL if an amount .
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Congress Stops Devadula
Water, Hurts Farmers:

HYDERABAD
Wakeup telangana

Former Minister and BRS
Legislature Party Deputy
Floor Leader Harish Rao
on Thursday accused the
Congress government of
deliberately stopping
water lifting from the De-
vadula project, causing
severe distress to farmers
in Warangal district de-
spite ample Godavari
river flow.

Speaking to the media at
the Devannapeta pump
house, he said all three
motors were shut even as
nearly 16,000 cusecs of
water flowed near Sam-
makka Sagar. Farmers in
Jangaon, Palakurthi, and
Station Ghanpur constit-
uencies were being hit as
Gandiramaram lift had
also stopped. Rao recalled
that on March 18, 2025,
officials promised to
switch on the pumps but
left without ensuring they
functioned. Last year,

nearly 60,000 acres of
crops dried due to similar
inaction.

Rao dismissed govern-
ment claims of repairs and
software issues, calling it
gross negligence. He
highlighted that the BRS
government had com-
pleted the third phase of
Devadula, including the
49.5 km Ramappa—Uniki-
cherla tunnel—one of the
world’s longest—and
built the Devannapeta
pump house at a depth of
155 metres, spending
27,300 crore. The project

expanded irrigation cover-
age from 47,000 to over
3.17 lakh acres.

He alleged the Congress
government failed to add
any new ayacut in the last
2.5 years and did not op-
erate existing motors.
Maintenance funds of %8
crore were delayed, leav-
ing pumps idle and caus-
ing crop losses of
X700-800 crore. Even at
Bhimganpur pump house,
capable of lifting 2,160
cusecs, only 1,700 cusecs
were lifted with just five
or six motors running.

Harish

Rao questioned why the
government was not using
full capacity and keeping
Gandiramaram closed.

He slammed the Con-
gress for halting land ac-
quisition and canal works
for an additional 2.4 lakh
acres, failing promises of
March 2026 completion.
Rao also criticized the
government for neglecting
irrigation projects across
Telangana, allowing water
to Andhra Pradesh while
farmers suffered, delaying
Rythu Bandhu aid, impos-
ing power cuts, and cre-
ating urea shortages.

Rao demanded immedi-
ate operation of all De-
vadula motors to irrigate
at least 3.5 lakh acres and
warned that continued
negligence would further
jeopardize standing crops.
Farmers, he said, should
not pay the price for gov-
ernment inaction. The
Congress must stop ex-
cuses and ensure water
supply without delay.

150 Students Rescued After Fire
Breaks Out From Power Panel

Around 10.30 am, the fire service staff received calls from locals and passengers travelling by a Metro Rail train
stating that a fire had broken out at the building, located behind the Ameerpet Metro Rail station: Reports

HYDERABAD
Wakeup telangana

Police and fire staff on
Friday rescued 150 stu-
dents, who were stranded
in classrooms of various
coaching centres, after a
fire broke out at the five-
storey Nilgiri block of the
Aditya Enclave in Ameer-
pet. No one was injured in
the incident. Locals
stepped in first, clamber-
ing up the balcony and
tearing down nameboard
to allow the smoke to dis-
sipate. Around 10.30 am,
the fire service staff re-
ceived calls from locals
and passengers travelling
by a Metro Rail train stat-
ing that a fire had broken
out at the building, located
behind the Ameerpet
Metro Rail station.

Three fire tenders, along
with the Bronto sky lift
ladder from Secretariat,
were rushed to the spot.
With thick smoke spread-
ing through the building,
the fire service staff
brought more fire tenders.

According to officials, fire
broke out from the panel
board located on the
ground floor, and fire-
fighters brought the situ-
ation under control within
minutes. They also res-
cued more than 90 stu-
dents by using the sky lift
from the second floor.
The official said that as
many as 150 students, in-
cluding staff of several of-
fices and shops, were
stuck inside their offices
when the fire broke out.
Some students climbed
down from the second

floor to the first floor
through flex rods to save
their lives. Hyderabad dis-
trict fire unit-1I officer
Ajmeera Sreedas said that
the initial reports indi-
cated that the fire mishap
took place due to a short
circuit at the ground floor
and the smoke emanated
from the ground floor to
the fifth floor, as the lift
shaft is located adjacent to
the panel board. All elec-
tric wires were burnt, but
no one was injured, and
no property loss was re-
ported.

Mushroom Cultivation Emerging

HYDERABAD
Wakeup telangana

The third day of the
Mushroom Production
Training Programme con-
ducted at the Extension
Education Institute high-
lighted the growing po-
tential of mushroom
cultivation as a sustain-
able cottage industry and
an additional income
source for rural fam-
ilies.The session featured
experience-sharing by
progressive farmers, in-
cluding Mr. Chandrashe-
kar, who explained how
he began mushroom cul-
tivation at his own res-
idence with a modest
initial operational cost of
just Rs. 600-700. With-
out hiring labour, he suc-
cessfully managed the
unit with the support of
his family members,
working daily between
7:00 pm and 9:00 pm.Ini-
tially, his family was hes-
itant to take up
mushroom cultivation.
However, after under-
standing its profitability
and nutritional value,
they became actively in-
volved in compost prepa-
ration, bed management,
spawn monitoring and
harvesting.Challenges
and SolutionsMr. Chan-
drashekar shared that
maintaining proper hu-
midity and temperature is
critical for successful
mushroom production.

as a Profitable Cot
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Moisture content must be
maintained between 65
and 70 per cent. To regu-
late humidity levels, hu-
midifiers costing around
Rs. 26,000 are installed
in growing rooms. Sep-
arate dark and light
rooms are arranged de-
pending on the mush-
room variety.One of the
major challenges faced
was contamination,
which once affected more
than 100 mushroom beds.
Green, pink, yellow and
black contaminations
were observed, mainly
due to fungal infections
and improper steriliza-
tion. Experts advised
strict hygiene, proper
compost sterilization,
controlled watering and
adequate ventilation to
prevent such losses.In-
door mushroom cultiva-
tion is a systematic
long-term process involv-
ing compost preparation,
spawning, spawn run-
ning, incubation, fruiting
and harvesting stages.
Agricultural waste mate-
rials are effectively uti-
lized in compost
preparation, making the

age Industry

practice eco-friendly.Va-
rieties and Nutritional
BenefitsThe training cov-
ered several mushroom
varieties including Agari-
cus bisporus (button
mushroom), Calocybe in-
dica (milky mushroom),
Ganoderma lucidum
(reishi mushroom), Mor-
chella esculenta (guchhi),
Armillaria mellea (honey
mushroom) and species
under the genus Amanita.
Each variety requires
specific environmental
conditions.Mushrooms
are considered highly nu-
tritious, rich in protein,
low in fat and packed
with vitamins and min-
erals. They are particu-
larly beneficial for
patients and health-con-
scious consumers. Cur-
rently, 200 grams of
mushrooms are sold at
Rs. 60-70 in local mar-
kets.Expansion in Kur-
noolMushroom
cultivation is now gain-
ing momentum in Kur-
nool district. To promote
sales and public aware-
ness, stalls have been in-
stalled at the Kurnool
Collectorate with permis-
sion from the District
Collector. Training sup-
port has also been ex-
tended by experienced
cultivators, including
Krishna from Araku Val-
ley, who guided partici-
pants on contamination
control, bed preparation
and marketing strategies.

Centre Releases Rs 387.53cr to Gram Panchayats in Telangana

HYDERABAD
Wakeup telangana

The Centre on Friday re-
leased Rs 387.53 crore to
gram panchayats in the as
the third instalment of
grants under the 15th Fi-
nance Commission, taking
the so far to Rs 1,034.42
crore following the con-
duct of gram panchayat
elections in December
last. However, the state
government said that
nearly Rs 2,000 crore in
dues is still pending from
the Centre. The release of
funds comes after the
completion of gram pan-
chayat elections, which
enabled the Centre to re-

sume disbursement of
pending Finance Commis-
sion grants that had been
withheld due to the ab-
sence of elected local
bodies. Officials said the
funds would play a crucial
role in expediting rural
development programmes
across villages.

The grants will primarily
be utilised for improving
basic infrastructure, in-
cluding sanitation man-
agement, drinking water
supply, installation of
streetlights, and repair and
maintenance of internal
village roads. According
to officials, delays in the
release of pending funds
have affected the pace of

certain development
works in rural areas. Pan-
chayat raj and Rural De-
velopment Minister
Seethakka on Friday
urged the Centre to imme-
diately release the remain-
ing dues, stating that
timely availability of
funds is essential to en-
sure uninterrupted execu-
tion of development

works in villages.

The minister directed of-
ficials to ensure effective
utilisation of the funds al-
ready released, prioritise
clearance of pending bills,
and expedite critical in-
frastructure projects in
gram panchayats. She said
that the state government
is committed to transpar-
ent utilisation of funds
and comprehensive vil-
lage development that de-
livers direct benefits to
people. Earlier, on Feb-
ruary 5, after a gap of
nearly two years, the Cen-
tre had released Rs 259.36
crore as the first instal-
ment of long-pending
15th Finance Commission

grants. This was followed
by the second instalment
of Rs 387 crore on Feb-
ruary 12, taking the total
release at that stage to Rs
646.36 crore. The grants
had been withheld since
January 2024 following
the expiry of sarpanches’
tenure and were resumed
after newly elected gram
panchayat bodies assumed
office on December 22,
2025. Officials said Telan-
gana is eligible to receive
nearly Rs 3,000 crore
under the 15th Finance
Commission for rural
local bodies during the
2024-25 and 2025-26 fi-
nancial years, and further
releases are expected

Telangana PDs & PETs Push Sports & Education Reforms

L —— —

HYDERABAD
Wakeup telangana

Telangana PDs & PETs
Association, led by State
President Dumarla Niran-
jan and General Secretary
Mohammad Saber, met
Sports Minister Vakati
Srihari and IT Minister
Duddirala Sridhar Babu to
present the 2026 PDs &
PETs diary and calendar.
They thanked the govern-
ment for supporting phys-
ical education and sports
development.

Key demands included
promoting eligible PETs
to PDs, granting 12-year
increments regardless of
PAT tests, enabling higher

Telangana Sports Minister Vakati Srihari and IT Minister Duddi-
rala Sridhar Babu with Telangana PDs & PETs Association
leaders Dumarla Niranjan and Mohammad Saber during the
presentation of the 2026 PDs & PETs diary and calendar.

education during in-ser-
vice, and raising the
sports quota from 2% to
5%. They also sought an-
nual sports kits for stu-
dents, regularization of
PETs in KGBYV, Model
Schools, and SSA with

330,000 minimum salary,
release of SGF dues, in-

creased CM Cup funds,

BPED chances for ineligi-
ble PETs, and filling PET
posts via special DSCs in
primary and high schools.

Aedla Pandarinath Condemns Congress
Disruption at Global Al Summit

HYDERABAD
Wakeup telangana

BNZ General Secretary
Aedla Pandarinath strongly
condemned what he termed
an irresponsible and politi-
cally motivated disruption
during the prestigious Global
Al Summit hosted by India.
He alleged that certain
leaders of the Indian National
Congress attempted to un-
lawfully enter the venue and
behaved inappropriately be-
fore international delegates,
experts, and business
leaders.Pandarinath stated
that India is emerging as a
global trendsetter in Artificial
Intelligence, digital public in-
frastructure, and innovation,
earning worldwide rec-
ognition.

He said the summit reflects
India’s growing leadership in
Al and its commitment to

global collaboration and ethi-
cal technology devel-
opment.Calling the incident
unfortunate, he asserted that
such actions attempt to tar-
nish the nation’s image at a
time of technological ad-
vancement.

Despite the disruption, he
noted that the summit pro-
ceeded smoothly with strong
global participation. Pandari-
nath expressed confidence
that India’s rise as a global Al
hub will continue uninter-
rupted and that the people
will judge those undermining
national prestige.

Minister Laxman Reviews SC/ST Welfare in Medchal

speedy investigation to uphold jus-

HYDERABAD
Wakeup telangana

A high-level review meeting was
convened in Medchal-Malkajgiri
District to assess welfare initiatives
and strengthen the implementation
of the SC/ST (Prevention of Atroc-
ities) Act.The meeting was attended
by Hon’ble A. Laxman Kumar,
Cabinet Minister for Welfare, Gov-
ernment of Telangana; B. Venkaiah,
Chairperson of the SC/ST Commis-
sion; Avinash Mohanty, Commis-
sioner of Police; Manu Choudary,
District Collector; and Bitla Venka-
teshwarlu, Commission Member
(Special State PoA Act).Key High-
lights:Review of Welfare Schemes:
Hon’ble Minister A. Laxman Kumar
reviewed the progress of welfare
programs aimed at SC/ST com-

munities and directed officials to
ensure timely delivery of
benefits.Implementation of PoA
Act: Discussions focused on effec-
tive enforcement of the SC/ST (Pre-
vention of Atrocities) Act to ensure
justice and protection for vulnerable
communities.Law & Order Meas-
ures: Commissioner Avinash Mo-
hanty IPS emphasized strict
monitoring of atrocity cases and

tice. Administrative Coordination:
District Collector Manu Choudary
assured full cooperation between
revenue, police, and welfare depart-
ments for smooth implementation of
schemes.Appreciation for Commis-
sion Efforts: Commission Member
Bitla Venkateshwarlu appreciated

— the district administration and po-
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lice for proactive measures under
the Special State PoA Act.Officials
reiterated their commitment to safe-
guarding the rights of SC/ST com-
munities and ensuring transparency,
accountability, and timely redressal
of grievances.The meeting con-
cluded with a call for stronger inter-
departmental coordination and
community outreach programs to
create awareness about welfare
schemes and legal protections.

Devotional Idol Installation Ceremony at Gherilingampally

HYDERABAD
Wakeup telangana

Prominent BRS leaders and
local residents gathered for
a grand idol installation
ceremony at Cherilingam-
pally, organized under the
invitation of corporator Su-
jata Nagender Yadav. The
event saw the installation of
Sri Shirdi Sai Nath, Sri
Markandeya Swami, and
Sthana Nagadevata idols,
blessed by Sri Madhava-
nanda Saraswati Swami.
Telangana State BC Unity
Forum president, Berri Ra-
machandra Yadav, along
with his team, actively par-
ticipated in the rituals, per-
forming the poojas and

receiving the blessings of
the deities. The ceremony
emphasized divine grace
and blessings for the well-
being of all attendees.

The installation of the Sai
Baba and Markandeya
Swami idols, as well as the
Sthana Nagadevata idol,
was conducted under the
guidance of Sri Madhava-
nanda Saraswati Swami,

drawing participation from
local communities includ-
ing Rajiv Gruhakalpa, Papi
Reddy Colony, Cherilin-
gampally, Nehru Nagar,
Gopi Nagar, and Gulmohar
Park. Residents, including
women, youth, and senior
citizens, joined in prayers
and celebrations, marking
the event with devotion and
enthusiasm.Corporator Na-

gender Yadav and his
spouse personally per-
formed the pooja rituals
and offered blessings to the
Swamis, reflecting the cou-
ple’s commitment to com-
munity service and spiritual
welfare. The ceremony also
witnessed the presence of
Joshi Raghavendra Sharma
(archaka), Corporator
Mettu Kumar Yadav and
his spouse, senior political
leaders including Songas,
Berri Ramachandra Yadav,
and prominent local figures
like reporter Ashok Yadav,
Srinivas Mudiraj, RK Sai
Ann Mudiraj, RTC Vikram
Yadav, and Harikrishna
Chari Dakayagoud Veere-
sham Goud.
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200% Tariffs, If You me Trump
Reiterates India-Pak Ceasefire Claim

NEW DELHI
Wakeup telangana

Former US President
Donald Trump claimed
that he personally
averted a large-scale
conflict between India
and Pakistan in 2024,
asserting that his threat
to impose “200 per cent
tariffs” on both coun-
tries forced them to halt
hostilities. Speaking at
his Board of Peace
event, Trump also re-
vised the number of jets
shot down during the
conflict to 11, an in-
crease from his earlier
claim of eight. Trump
described his interven-
tion as direct and per-
sonal. He stated that he
contacted both Prime
Minister Narendra
Modi and Pakistan’s
leadership, despite
India’s refusal of any
third-party mediation.
“I got on the phone
with both of them, and I

knew them a little bit. I
knew Prime Minister

Modi very well... I said,
listen, I’'m not doing
trade deals with you
two guys if you don’t
settle this up,” Trump
said.He emphasized the
power of economic
pressure over military
engagement.

“If you fight, I'm
going to put 200 per
cent tariffs on each of
your countries. They
both wanted to fight.
But when it came to
money, it’s nothing like

money. When it came
to losing a lot of
money, they said, I
guess we don’t want to
fight... 11 jets were
shot down. Very expen-
sive jets,” Trump
added.Trump’s com-
ments referred to the
conflict triggered by the
Pahalgam terror attack
in April 2024, in which
26 people were killed.
Following the attack,
India launched targeted
strikes on Pakistan’s
terrorist infrastructure
under Operation Sin-

door, significantly esca-
lating tensions between
the two countries.Paki-
stan Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif praised
Trump’s intervention,
calling him a “man of
peace” and a “saviour
of the people of South
Asia.” “Your timely and
very effective interven-
tion to achieve a cease-
fire between India and
Pakistan potentially
averted the loss of mil-
lions of lives,” Shehbaz
said, acknowledging
what he described as
Trump’s pivotal role in
stopping further escala-
tion.

However, India has
consistently rejected
Trump’s narrative. Offi-
cials stated that the
ceasefire was achieved
bilaterally through the
Director Generals of
Military Operations
(DGMOs) and that no
external party, includ-
ing Trump, played any

role in mediating be-
tween the two coun-
tries. India reiterated its
longstanding position
that all issues with Pa-
kistan, including those
concerning Jammu and
Kashmir, are to be re-
solved directly between
the two nations without
third-party involve-
ment.The conflicting
accounts highlight
starkly different per-
spectives on the 2024
conflict.

While Trump portrays
his actions as decisive
in preventing a war,
India maintains that
structured diplomatic
and military engage-
ment, not external
threats, brought about
the ceasefire. The epi-
sode underscores the
sensitivity of inter-
national narratives and
the contrasting claims
that can emerge follow-
ing high-stakes geo-
political events.

Shaswat Kumar Crowned
‘Flash of Karate’

HYDERABAD
Wakeup telangana

Indian Karate Grand-
master Shaswat Kumar
has been awarded the
prestigious honorary title
“The Flash of Karate” by
legendary Japanese
Grand Master Yoshio Ta-
nibata, Black Belt 10th
Dan, in a historic cere-
mony in Japan.

The recognition cele-
brates Grandmaster
Shaswat Kumar’s ex-
traordinary speed, techni-
cal mastery, and lifelong
dedication to Karate. He
achieved a rare feat by
executing 112 backfist
strikes in just 10 seconds,
averaging 11 strikes per
second, showcasing ex-
ceptional precision,
power, and control.
Grandmaster Shaswat
Kumar, Black Belt 10th
Dan and founder of Sen-
koukai Karate, trained
under several acclaimed
Japanese masters, includ-
ing Grand Masters Ma-

saki Watanabe, Ryogo
Ito, Yoshimoto Tanaka,
and Yoshio Tanibata.
Among them, Grand
Master Yoshio Tanibata
has played a particularly
pivotal role, recognizing
Shaswat Kumar as one of
his most trusted and ac-
complished students.
While conferring the
title, Grand Master Tani-
bata highlighted that
“The Flash of Karate”
symbolizes unmatched
speed, technical excel-
lence, and unwavering
dedication to the martial
way. The honor under-

scores Shaswat Kumar’s
international recognition
and leadership in Karate.
This achievement not
only celebrates an in-
dividual milestone but
also brings pride to India,
strengthening its global
presence in martial arts.
Through his guidance of
the Senkoukai Karate
system, Grandmaster
Shaswat Kumar con-
tinues to inspire martial
artists worldwide, pro-
moting the true spirit of
Karate and elevating
India’s standing on the
international stage.

Heritage Foods Follows Stringent Quality Norms,
Empowers Farmers: Nara Bhuvaneswari

AMARAVATI
Wakeup telangana

The mission of Heritage
Foods is to deliver fresh,
healthy dairy products to
every household while
empowering every dairy
farmer, said Nara Bhuva-
neswari, Vice Chairperson
and MD of the company.
She also asserted that the
firm adheres to stringent
quality testing procedures
to ensure highest stan-
dards in its products. Her
remarks come at a time
when the firm promoted

by the family members of
Chief Minister N Chan-
drababu Naidu has come
under attack from the op-
position YSR Congress,
which has allegedly
linked it to Indapur Daily,
which supplied ghee to
Tirumala Tirupati Devas-
thanams.

"Every product reaches

your home only after
passing 25 quality tests,
monitored by more than
500 experts. Across nine
states, we work with
nearly 300,000 farmers,
guided by the principles
of transparency, fair pric-
ing, and timely pay-
ments," she said in a
video posted on X on
Thursday night, dismiss-
ing the opposition party's
campaign regarding the
quality of Heritage Food
products. According to
her, starting as a Rs 4
crore venture and growing

into a Rs 4,000 crore or-
ganization, Heritage has
never compromised on
quality. Heritage follows
testing procedures and
standards that are more
stringent than the legal re-
quirements when it comes
to hygiene, safety, and
quality. More than 500
experts continuously
monitor and oversee these
quality standards, she ex-
plained. Bhuvaneswari in-
vited people to see for
themselves and verify that
what the firm we say is
true.

Macron Features ‘Dhurandhar’ Song in India Visit Video

NEW DELHI
Wakeup telangana

French President Em-
manuel Macron included
the title track 'Na De Dil
Pardesi Nu' from the
Hindi blockbuster 'Dhu-
randhar' in a tribute video
marking the conclusion of
his recent state visit to
India, drawing widespread
attention across social
media. The 43-second
montage, shared by Mac-
ron on X after concluding
his visit, offered glimpses
of ceremonial welcomes,
warm embraces with
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, temple visits, cul-

Amit Shah Unveils Rs 6,900-Crore
Programme For Border Villages In Assam

NEW DELHI
Wakeup telangana

Union Home Minister
Amit Shah officially
launched the second
phase of the Vibrant Vil-
lage Programme (VVP-II)
at Natanpur village in
Assam today, aiming to
transform 140 villages
along the Bangladesh bor-
der into modern hubs of
education, employment,
and infrastructure.Ad-
dressing the gathering,

Shah highlighted that the
initiative will bring devel-
opment to border villages,
making them comparable
to any other part of India.
“Today, we are officially
beginning the Vibrant Vil-
lage Programme-II, and
through this, we will
bring development to bor-
dering villages and facil-
ities like any other place
across the country.

This has been possible
because of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi,” he
said.Shah emphasized
that Natanpur, where the
programme was inaugu-
rated, is set to become a
model village in India,
not due to its border loca-
tion, but for its excellence
in education, employment
generation, roads, tele-
communications, and

|

electricity. “This village
is going to be number one
in everything,” he said.
The Union Home Minis-
ter detailed that the Cen-
tre has allocated Rs 6,900
crore under VVP-II to de-
velop 1,954 villages and
334 blocks across 17
states. In Assam alone,
the programme will cover
140 villages, 26 blocks,
and nine districts, ensur-
ing that these border com-
munities receive facilities
on par with other villages
in the country.Shah re-
called the past neglect of
border villages, which
were often referred to as
“last villages” due to the
lack of basic amenities.
He stated that under
Prime Minister Modi’s vi-
sion, border villages are
now being prioritized to
become “first villages”
with top-level facilities in
roads, sanitation, drinking
water, communications,

employment, and educa-
tion.

Highlighting the broader
vision, Shah said, “There
was a time when border
villages lacked many
amenities, but now these
140 border villages in
Assam along the Bangla-
desh border will be trans-
formed under the Vibrant
Village Programme. They
will lead in development,
infrastructure, and social
welfare.”The VVP-II is
designed to ensure com-
prehensive development,
combining modern infras-
tructure, employment op-
portunities, and quality
education to uplift border
communities and inte-
grate them fully into
India’s growth story. The
programme marks a
major step toward bridg-
ing development gaps in
remote and strategic areas
of the country.

tural engagements and
even a street jog in Mum-
bai.

Accompanied by a heart-
felt "Thank You India!"
note, the video expressed
gratitude for the hospital-
ity extended to him during
his trip.However, what
truly caught the attention

FROM FRONT PAGE

of the Indian social media
users was the song play-
ing in the background- the
energetic and widely pop-
ular 'Na De Dil Pardesi
Nu', the title track of
'Dhurandhar.'The un-
expected inclusion of the
track has since sparked
excitement online, with
fans celebrating what they
see as a global nod to one
of Hindi cinema's biggest
hits.One X user wrote,
"That Dhurandhar song in
the background is just lit.
"Another wrote, "Nice
song selection..."A third X
user commented, "Here
India is the real #Dhu-
randhar in the world...,"

while another user wrote,
"Goated track. Goated
leaders." Macron's visit to
India was marked by
high-level engagements
and strategic discussions.
He attended the India Al
Impact Summit 2026 and
held a bilateral meeting
with Prime Minister Modi
in the capital. Speaking
about India-France ties,
the French President said
the bilateral relationship
stands at its "highest
point," with both coun-
tries keen to deepen co-
operation across
technology, innovation
and strategic sectors.

Guijarat,.................

In Gujarat, while the electorate
before the SIR stood at 5.08
crore, it shrunk to 4.40 crore -- a
net change of 68.12 lakh. In per-
centage terms, a net change of
13.40 per cent. In Lakshadweep.
before the poll roll cleanup exer-
cise, the voter base stood at
57,813. But after the publication
of the final electoral rolls, it went
down to 57,607 -- a net change of
206 electors. In percentage terms,
a net change of 0.36 per cent.

In poll-bound Puducherry, the
total number of electors before
SIR commenced was over 10.21
lakh. It shrunk to 9.44 lakh when
the final rolls were published -- a
net change of 7.57 per cent in
percentage terms. While the exer-
cise, which kept the EC in the
news, was completed in Bihar, it
is ongoing in 12 states and Union
territories with nearly 60 crore
electors. The remaining 40 crore
electors will be covered in these
17 states and five Union territo-
ries. In Assam, a 'special re-
vision', instead of SIR, was
completed on February 10. Due
to a variety of reasons, SIR in the
nine states and three Union terri-
tories have seen frequent tweak-
ing in schedules. Like Bihar,
political parties have approached
the Supreme Court challenging
SIR in Tamil Nadu and West
Bengal.

Milan Sea Phase.......

Scheduled from February 19 to
25, the 13th edition of MILAN
focuses on large-scale multilat-
eral maritime operations and pro-
vides participating forces with

experience in operating together
as a cohesive force. The exercise
is being conducted under the
theme of camaraderie, coopera-
tion and collaboration, with the
objective of enhancing profes-
sional bonds and maritime co-
operation. The first ten editions
of MILAN were hosted in the
Andaman and Nicobar Islands.
With the increasing scale and
complexity of the exercise, it has
been hosted in Visakhapatnam
under the aegis of the Eastern
Naval Command for the past two
editions. Earlier editions were
primarily engagement-focused,
involving junior officers and
sailors from a limited number of
participating nations.

In 2022, the Indian Navy de-
cided to shift the exercise from
the Andaman and Nicobar Islands
to Visakhapatnam. Of the 137 na-
tions invited for MILAN 2026,
71 are participating, with 23 for-
eign warships and two aircraft
taking part. The exercise under-
scores the Indian Navy’s role as a
preferred security partner in the
region. The opening ceremony of
MILAN was held on Thursday,
with Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh attending as the chief
guest.

Youth Congress........
"The people detained have been
identified as Krishna Hari. He is
the National Secretary, age 35, a
resident of Bihar. The second
one's name is Kundan Yadav. He
is also from Bihar. The third one's
name is Ajay Kumar and the
fourth one's name is Narasimha
Yadav. He is the National Coordi-
nator of the Indian Youth Con-

gres," he added. Indian Youth
Congress National President
Uday Bhanu Chib defended party
workers who staged a protest at
the shirtless protest at Bharat
Mandapam during the Al Impact
Summit today, saying the demon-
stration reflected the anger of un-
employed youth across the
country.

Speaking to ANI, Chib said,
"Today, Youth Congress members
went to the Al Summit and raised
slogans, 'PM is compromised.'
This anger isn't just from our
Youth Congress members. It's
from every young person who is
unemployed today, and every sin-
gle one of them knows that our
Prime Minister is compro-
mised."He alleged that the trade
deal with the United States would
hurt farmers and citizens. "This
trade deal with the US, we all
know, will harm our farmers and
people. Only America will bene-
fit. It's our duty to raise their
voice. Our country has democ-
racy. We can hold peaceful pro-
tests anywhere," he said.
Reacting to the Delhi Police
statement that legal steps were
being taken, Chib said the party
would not be deterred. "Our
Youth Congress colleagues are
Rahul Gandhi's soldiers. They
won't be intimidated. When there
wasn't an FIR against Rahul Gan-
dhi, the ED case dragged on for
so many years. He was sum-
moned for questioning so many
times," he said.He accused the
BJP of targeting opposition
leaders and asserted that the
Youth Congress would continue
its protests. "The BJP can go to
any lengths, but we are soldiers

of the Constitution, soldiers of
Rahul Gandhi. We won't back
down. We will raise our voice for
the youth of the country," Chib
added.Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) national spokesperson
Shehzad Poonawalla on Friday
lambasted the Congress party for
its protest against the Al Impact
Summit, branding it as "charac-
terless, brainless, and emotion-
less," even as Indian Youth
Congress activists staged a dra-
matic shirtless demonstration at
Bharat Mandapam, targeting
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
and the Al Summit. Poonawalla
accused the Congress of under-
mining national progress and said
this was a protest against national
achievements."

SC Orders..............

A three-judge bench of Chief Jus-
tice of India Surya Kant and Jus-
tices Joymalya Bagchi and Vipul
M. Pancholi asked the Calcutta
high court chief justice to hold a
meeting with the stakeholders, in-
cluding the chief secretary, DGP
and officials from the poll panel,
to remove the stalemate and com-
plete the SIR exercise. The top
court said: "The circumstances
being extraordinary, the entrust-
ment of work to judicial officers
and former judicial officers is
also extraordinary." The top court|
underscored that if there is non-
cooperation, then it will ask the
poll body to deploy officials from
other states. The order came after
hearing a clutch of pleas chal-
lenging the SIR process in West
Bengal, during which the top
court issued a slew of fresh direc-|
tions to ensure completion.
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Techie Duped of £78.7 Lakh

HYDERABAD
Wakeup telangana

Cyberabad police have
registered a case after a
43-year-old IT profes-
sional from Nallagandla
lost £78.7 lakh in a sophis-
ticated stock market fraud.
The victim reported the
matter on February 18,
stating that fraudsters pos-
ing as representatives of a
major insurance firm had
lured him into a fake in-
vestment scheme.
According to the com-
plaint, the victim was first
contacted by a woman
named Diya Mehra, who
invited him to a WhatsApp
group promising guidance
on stock trading. On join-
ing the group on January
28, he was later added to a
second group, where
members regularly shared
screenshots showcasing

A

high returns from block
trades, upper circuit
stocks, IPO allotments,
and over-the-counter trans-
actions.

Following their advice,
the victim downloaded an
app via a Google Play
Store link and created an
account. On the same day,
he transferred £10,000
through IMPS to a bank
account, later successfully
withdrawing £8,109. This
early “success” boosted
his confidence, prompting
him to invest further. Be-
tween February 2 and 13,
he transferred multiple
amounts totaling
£78,75,000 to various

bank accounts and UPI
IDs linked to the scheme.
The victim alleged that on
February 9, the app
showed an allotment of
1,88,000 shares in an NSE
SME-listed company at
£45.17 per share. The app
subsequently displayed a
listing price of £211.80 per
share, reflecting a virtual
profit of £3.79 crore. Ho-
wever, when he attempted
to withdraw the profit on
February 17, he was asked
to pay an additional £60
lakh under the pretext of
taxes and fees.

Realising he had been de-
frauded, the IT profes-
sional immediately

approached the Cyberabad
cybercrime police. A case
has been registered, and
investigation is currently
underway to trace the
fraudsters and recover the
lost funds. Authorities
have warned the public to
remain vigilant against
similar investment scams,
especially those promoted
via social media and mes-
saging platforms.

The incident highlights
the growing sophistication
of online investment
frauds and the risks posed
by unverified trading apps
and WhatsApp groups
claiming to offer high re-
turns. Cybercrime experts
advise investors to verify
credentials, avoid transfer-
ring funds to unknown ac-
counts, and report
suspicious activity imme-
diately.

55-Years-Old Man
Killed By Drunk Son

HYDERABAD
Wakeup telangana

A 55-year-old man was
killed allegedly by his son
at Bandameedigudem in
Shaligouraram mandal of
Nalgonda district after
midnight on Thursday. The
deceased was identified as
Burra Sathaiah, who lived
with his wife and son. Ac-
cording to the police, Sa-
thaiah argued with his son
Balakrishna, 32, for return-
ing home late in an inebri-
ated condition. During the
altercation, Balakrishna al-
legedly assaulted his father

and forcibly threw him
onto the cement concrete
road in front of the house.
Sathaiah sustained a head
injury and died on the
spot.

On receiving information,
Shaligouraram police
reached the scene and
shifted the body to the
Government Hospital at
Nakrekal for post-mortem
examination. Based on a
complaint lodged by the
victim’s wife, Lingamma,
police registered a case
against Balakrishna and
took him into custody. In-
vestigation is underway.

3 Injured in Idli Steamer Explosion
in Chutneys Restaurant at LB Nagar

HYDERABAD
Wakeup telangana

Three persons suffered in-
juries after an idli steamer
exploded in Chutneys res-
taurant in LB Nagar on
Friday afternoon. The pre-
liminary probe into the in-
cident suggested that over
heat of the steamer could
have resulted in the explo-
sion injuring three persons.
The police with the help of
the restaurant staff rushed
the injured to a nearby pri-
vate hospital where doc-
tors kept them under
observation. The cus-
tomers and those who

were present inside the
restaurant ran helter-
skelter after the explosion.
A fire tender rushed to the
spot to douse the flames.
The exact reasons behind
the incident could be as-
certained only after col-
lecting more details from
the staff present inside the
kitchen.
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SHOULD INDIA JOIN THE

NEW DELHI
Wakeup telangana

Of the two developments linked to
Gaza, the first was the inaugural
meeting of the proposed ‘Board of
Peace for Gaza,” held on February
19. The second is Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s scheduled visit to
Israel on February 25. These
events, taken together, make this
an appropriate moment to reflect
on whether India should associate
itself with the newly proposed
Gaza peace architecture.

A brief backdrop is essential. The
Gaza Strip is a narrow enclave
roughly 41 kilometres long and 10
kilometres wide. On its eastern
flank lies a heavily fortified peri-
meter separating it from Israel. On
October 7, 2023, Hamas militants
breached this barrier, killing ap-
proximately 1,200 Israelis and tak-
ing around 250 hostages. What
followed was a prolonged and dev-
astating conflict. After nearly 15
months of war, a ceasefire was de-
clared on January 19, 2025. Ho-
wever, it lasted barely two months,
collapsing on March 18, 2025. Dur-
ing that brief window, only three Is-
raeli hostages and 90 Palestinian
prisoners were exchanged — a
modest outcome relative to the
scale of the conflict.

Ceasefire Framework

It was only on October 9, 2025,
that the United States brokered a
broader ceasefire framework, invit-
ing 60 world leaders to endorse a
‘Board of Peace for Gaza'. At a
subsequent global economic sum-
mit, 26 countries signed the Gaza
Peace Accord, pledging $5 billion
in financial assistance and commit-
ting troops to an international sta-
bilisation force. India has so far not
taken a position.

The Gaza peace plan is structured
in two phases. Phase One focuses
on stabilisation and security; Phase
Two envisages an economic and
political settlement. Yet, of the 20
provisions in the plan, only three
have been partially implemented: a
fragile ceasefire frequently vio-
lated, limited exchanges of Israeli
hostages and Palestinian pris-
oners, and the opening of the
Rafah crossing solely for medical
evacuations. The deeper issues re-
main unresolved.

The trust deficit between Israel and
Hamas continues to impede pro-
gress. Israel insists that Hamas
must surrender its weapons — a
demand Hamas categorically re-
jects. Hamas, for its part, demands
a role in governing Gaza, some-
thing Israel refuses to accept. With-
out movement on these core
issues, the peace process risks re-
maining procedural rather than
substantive.

India’s Options

India must therefore carefully
weigh its options before joining the
Board of Peace. Signing the ac-
cord may offer the symbolic advan-
tage of a “seat at the high table” in
shaping post-conflict Gaza. But
symbolism cannot substitute for
strategic prudence.

One of the most significant con-
cerns is structural. The Board of
Peace is chaired by Donald Trump
in his personal capacity, rather than
by the incumbent US President ex
officio. This raises serious ques-
tions about institutional continuity.
What happens when a new US ad-
ministration assumes office in
January 2029? Would the Board’s
decisions bind a future American
government? Would India be align-
ing itself with an initiative whose
longevity depends on the political

fortunes of an individual?

India can aid humanitarian relief
and reconstruction without formally
joining a Board whose structure,
mandate, and longevity are uncer-
tain

India has consistently demon-
strated strategic autonomy in re-
cent years — whether in navigating
the Russia-Ukraine conflict, bal-
ancing relations during tensions
between Israel and Iran, or manag-
ing trade frictions with the United
States. Associating with a body
that could potentially take politically
charged decisions may constrain
India’s diplomatic flexibility. There
is also the broader concern that
such extra-UN mechanisms could,
over time, dilute or supplant the au-
thority of established multilateral in-
stitutions, such as the United
Nations. The implications of that
shift could extend beyond Gaza to
other international disputes, includ-
ing those directly affecting India.
Another dimension relates to the
nature of the initiative itself. Pres-
ident Trump has frequently framed
the Palestinian question through an
economic lens — prioritising recon-
struction funding, investment pack-
ages, and development corridors.
While economic revival is vital, the
conflict is fundamentally political,
rooted in competing national aspi-
rations and questions of sov-
ereignty. If India becomes a
member of this Board, it may find
itself navigating delicate diplomatic
terrain. India’s ties with Israel are
deep and multifaceted, encom-
passing defence cooperation,
counter-terrorism, cybersecurity,
and high-technology transfers.
India imports significant defence
equipment from Israel, including
night-vision devices and unmanned
aerial vehicles.

Hyderabad man
held for using fake
number plate

The Langar House Police
Station has registered a
criminal case and appre-
hended the accused, Arif
Khan, for allegedly using a
forged registration plate on
his vehicle.

According to officials, the
legitimate owner of a
Honda Activa bearing reg-
istration number
TS13EX3358 approached
the traffic police after re-
ceiving illegal traffic chal-
lans against his vehicle.
During the investigation,
authorities found that the
accused had replaced his
vehicle’s original registra-
tion number with
TS13EX3358 to mislead
authorities.

CBI Court Receives Second
Hoax Bomb Threat

HYDERABAD
Wakeup telangana

A CBI court here received
a bomb threat by e-mail
on Friday, which was later
found to be a hoax, police
said. According to court
authorities, they received
a similar hoax email bomb
threat on February 18,
and Friday's message
was identical, including
details of the sender. A
thorough check was con-
ducted in the court prem-
ises, and the threat was
declared a hoax, police
said, adding that an inves-
tigation is underway to
trace the origin of the
emails. The email re-
ceived on February 18
claimed that RDX IEDs

were planted in the
judge's chamber and court
premises and would det-
onate when individuals
carrying remote control
devices approached the
office.

In similar incidents in the
past week, anonymous
emails threatening to blow
up the Karimnagar district
court, in Telangana, and in
the Rajamahendravaram
and Anantapur courts in
Andhra Pradesh have trig-
gered panic and height-
ened security measures.
This spate of threats is
part of a wider pattern,
with similar emails re-
cently reported in courts
across Uttar Pradesh, Gu-
jarat, and Karnataka.

Man hooked for illegal
teak timber storage in
Chintapalli

A man was booked for alleg
edly procuring and storing
teak timber illegally in his
house at Chintapalli village
in Jannaram mandal on Fri-
day. Timber worth over
Rs.24,000 was seized from
his possession.

Jannaram Forest Range Of-
ficer Sushma Rao, in a
statement, said a case was
registered against Muthyam
Venkanna from the village
for procuring and storing the
teak timber at his house.
Venkanna was found to
have stored the timber logs
during a surprise raid con-
ducted by the Forest offi-
cials, following a tip-off.

The timber was shifted to
the office of Jannaram FRO
for further inquiry and legal
action.

GHMC Reorganisation Challenged

HYDERABAD
Wakeup telangana

A two-judge panel of the
Telangana High Court ad-
mitted a writ petition filed
challenging the reorgani-
sation of the Greater Hy-
derabad Municipal
Corporation. The panel
comprising Chief Justice
Aparesh Kumar Singh and
Justice G.M. Mohiuddin
is hearing a writ petition
filed by Daram Guruva
Reddy, who questioned
the legality and constitu-
tional validity of the
state's decision to bifur-

cate GHMC into three
separate municipal corpo-
rations, namely Cybera-
bad Municipal
Corporation, Malkajgiri
Municipal Corporation
and Greater Hyderabad
Municipal Corporation. It
is the case of the peti-
tioner that the impugned
Government Order dated
11th of February 2026 is-
sued by the Government
of Telangana seeks to re-
organise the existing mu-
nicipal structure of
Hyderabad at a time when
a jurisdictional freeze is in
force in connection with

Census 2027. The peti-
tioner would contend that
the Registrar General and
Census Commissioner,
India, through a circular
dated 13th August 2025,
imposed a freeze on ad-
ministrative and jurisdic-
tional boundaries with
effect from December, 31,
2025 to ensure uniformity
and stability of territorial
units during census opera-
tions. Counsel for the pe-
titioner would contend
that once such a freeze
comes into operation, no
state authority is per-
mitted to alter, divide,

merge or otherwise reor-
ganise municipal or ad-
ministrative limits until
the completion of census-
related processes. He
would further contend that
any such action during the
subsistence of the freeze
would not only disrupt
census administration but
would also run contrary to
binding directions issued
by the competent central
authority. He would
further contend that the
impugned Government
Order is arbitrary and vio-
lative of Article 14 of the
constitution.
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Brazil President Visits India With Largest
Business Delegation To Boost Trade

NEW DELHI
Wakeup telangana

Brazilian President Luiz
Inacio Lula da Silva ar-
rived in India on a high-
profile state visit this
week, bringing with him
the largest-ever Brazilian
business delegation to
travel abroad, underscor-
ing trade and economic
cooperation as the central
pillar of bilateral engage-
ment.

Lula is accompanied by
more than 260 Brazilian
companies, around 14
cabinet ministers and sev-
eral top chief executives,
as India and Brazil seek to
expand commercial ties
amid shifting global trade
dynamics triggered by tar-
iff actions taken by the
United States under Pres-
ident Donald Trump.

The visit coincides with
Lula's participation in the
Al Impact Summit in
New Delhi, where he ad-
dressed issues related to

technology, digital public
infrastructure and the role
of artificial intelligence in
inclusive growth. The
Brazilian leader attended
the summit on Wednes-
day, marking technology
cooperation as a new and
growing dimension of
India-Brazil relations.
Lula is scheduled to hold
wide-ranging bilateral
talks with Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on Feb-
ruary 21. According to the
Ministry of External Af-
fairs (MEA), the two
leaders will review the
"entire gamut of bilateral

relations," with discus-
sions expected to cover
trade, investment, energy,
defence cooperation, digi-
tal technologies and
people-to-people links.
"The leaders will also ex-
change views on regional
and global issues of mu-
tual interest, including co-
operation in multilateral
fora, reformed multilater-
alism, global governance
and issues concerning the
Global South," the MEA
said in a statement.

Trade and economic en-
gagement has emerged as
the driving force of Lula's

visit, particularly in the
context of protectionist
measures adopted by
Washington in recent
years. Brazilian officials
see India as a key partner
for diversifying markets
and strengthening South-

South cooperation.

The record-sized delega-
tion reflects Brasilia's
push to deepen commer-
cial ties with New Delhi
at a time when global
supply chains are being
reconfigured.

India and Brazil share a
long-standing diplomatic
relationship, having estab-
lished formal ties in 1948.
The partnership was el-
evated to a Strategic Part-
nership in 2006, rooted in
shared democratic values
and a common vision of
inclusive development.

Over the years, both
countries have worked
closely in plurilateral and
multilateral forums such
as BRICS, IBSA, the
G20, the United Nations,

the World Trade Organi-
zation and UNESCO.

Lula last visited India in
September 2023 for the
G20 Leaders' Summit
hosted at the Bharat Man-
dapam in New Delhi.
Since then, engagement
between the two sides has
intensified, with frequent
high-level interactions re-
flecting growing strategic
convergence.

Prime Minister Modi's
state visit to Brasilia in
July 2025 marked a major
milestone, being the first
such visit by an Indian
prime minister in over
five decades. During that
visit, both leaders agreed
to establish a trade minis-
ters' level review mecha-
nism and set an ambitious
bilateral trade target of
USD 20 billion to be
achieved by 2030. Bilat-
eral trade has already
shown strong momentum.
In the calendar year 2025,
India-Brazil trade reached
$15.21 billion.

Tharoor breaks ranks, backs India’s Al
summit as PM Modi charts global push

NEW DELHI
Wakeup telangana

CWC member Shashi
Tharoor has broken ranks
with his party to defend
the ongoing Bharat Al Im-
pact Summit, calling
minor lapses “small er-
rors” and praising the
event as a global success.
Speaking ahead of his ad-
dress at the venue on Fri-
day, senior Congress MP
Shashi Tharoor said,
“Such incidents can occur
at large programmes.
There is no need to mag-
nify them. The summit is
noteworthy because of the
scale of public participa-
tion.”

The Summit, underway
in the national Capital,
has faced criticism from
Leader of the Opposition
(LoP) in the Lok Sabha
Rahul Gandhi and Con-
gress chief Mallikarjun
Kharge, who questioned
organisational shortcom-
ings and flagged contro-
versies such as the display
of a Chinese-made robot
under the ‘Make in India’
banner. Tharoor, however,

emphasised India’s leader-
ship role in shaping global
Al discussions and urged
a focus on the summit’s
larger diplomatic and
technological signifi-
cance. Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi used the
platform to highlight equi-
table access to Al for the
Global South.

He advocated an ap-
proach of “opening the
skies for Al while retain-
ing regulatory control,”
stressing that the technol-
ogy must be shared
widely rather than con-
centrated in the hands of a
few corporations or coun-
tries. PM Modi called for
legal safeguards for
women and children, na-
tional ownership of data,
and mandatory disclosure

for Al-generated content.
A plenary session, reflect-
ing India’s proposals,
brought together leaders
from 119 countries, in-
cluding 20 heads of state
and 45 ministers. French
President Emmanuel
Macron lauded India’s ef-
forts to bring 1.4 billion
citizens into the digital
network. Compared to the
last summit in France,
which exposed deep di-
visions over Al regula-
tion, India successfully
steered discussions to-
ward consensus and pro-
duced a cohesive vision
document.

Tharoor’s intervention
highlights a rare moment
of divergence from the
party line, with Congress
leaders voicing criticism
while he emphasises the
summit’s achievements.
His remarks, coupled with
the scale of international
participation and India’s
strategic digital vision,
position him at the centre
of attention as the country
showcases its leadership
in Al on the global stage.

Tata Brings Punch EV Facelift At Rs 9.69 lakh

PUNE
Wakeup telangana

Tata Motors, India’s big-
gest maker of electric
cars, on Friday introduced
the updated Punch.EV, the
electric subcompact SUV
priced at Rs 9.69 lakh at
the Mumbai showroom.
The top end costs Rs
12.59 lakh. Punch.EV
customers also have the
option of the Battery-as-a-
Service (BaaS) model,
under which the EV costs
Rs 6.49 lakh, while bat-
tery usage is charged at Rs
2.6 per km. “With a real-
world range of ~355 km, a
lifetime HV battery war-

new Punch.ev
beyond —

ranty and a highly acces-
sible price point, the new
Punch.EV resolves the
core concerns that have
thus far held customers
back from choosing an
entry level EV as their pri-

limits

mary car,” said Shailesh
Chandra, MD, Tata Mo-
tors Passenger Vehicle.
The refreshed SUV
comes with a reworked
front fascia, which in-
cludes new LED DRLs

connected by a black
strip, stacked headlamps
positioned in triangular
pods, and a new front
bumper. The rear looks
similar to the ICE version,
and features reprofiled
LED taillights with a
sleek, full-width LED
light bar. The new
Punch.EV comes with a 2-
spoke steering wheel, a
10.25-inch digital instru-
ment cluster, an air-con-
ditioning system with
touch-based controls, and
a 10.25-inch central
touchscreen with wireless
Android Auto and Apple
CarPlay.

IMF Chief: AI Can Boost Global Growth Despite Job Risks

NEW DELHI
Wakeup telangana

International Monetary
Fund (IMF) managing di-
rector Kristalina Geor-
gieva on Friday said
artificial intelligence (AI)
can lift global growth by
0.8 per cent, and India's
goal of becoming a Viksit
Bharat or a developed na-
tion is achievable. While
speaking at a panel dis-
cussion at the Al Impact
Summit here, Georgieva
also said a research by the
International Monetary
Fund (IMF) suggests that
Al has the potential to
significantly accelerate

global growth.

“We did some research
and here is the answer.
Based on what we know,
Al can lift up global
growth by almost a per-
centage point. We say 0.8

per cent... It would mean
that the world would grow
faster than it did before

the COVID pandemic,”
she said, adding that
faster economic growth is
‘fantastic’ for creating
more opportunities and
more jobs. India has an
aspiration of becoming
Viksit Bharat by 2047 and
achieving $30 trillion
economy. At the same

time, the IMF MD also
cautioned that Al poses
significant risks for the
job market. “This is the
magnitude that we see for
India, and it would mean
that India's Viksit Bharat
is achievable,” Georgieva
said. However, she also
flagged some risk factors
involving Al globally.
“We calculated this risk is
very high. We actually see
the impact of Al like a
tsunami. Globally, 40 per-
cent of jobs will be af-
fected by Al In emerging
markets, 40 per cent, but
in advanced economies,
60 per cent,” she said.

Bajaj Decides To Manufacture A New 350-CC Engine

MUMBAI
Wakeup telangana

Regulations and taxation
policies have yet again af-
fected the production of
Bajaj triumph vehicles.
After the Central govern-
ment’s introduction of a
new GST policy back in
September, the tax per-
centage on vehicles which
are 400CC and above has
been increased from 28%
to an almost humongous
increase of 40%.And
whereas at the same time,
the tax on 350cc Vehicles
had been reduced to a
whopping 18%. And Bajaj

Triumph in order to sta-
bilize the market rates of
it’s 400cc line-up, had cut
down the price to almost
20,000 rupees in order to
boost sales. But that plan
didn’t seem to stay so
long, as the company
(Bajaj Auto) had an-
nounced that they are in
the process of developing
a new 350cc Engine,

which apparently would
be paired for the several
of the motorcycles which
are already existing in the
Bajaj- Triumph line-up.
The executive director of
Bajaj Rakesh Sharma had
confirmed that they are
working along with their
partner organizations
(KTM and Triumph) on
transforming their port-

folio in order to take ad-
vantage of the lower GST
prices, and stated that
these products will be
launched soon in the mar-
ket.

Although, Bajaj didn’t
specify about their tri-
umph line-up, it can be
estimated that, triumph
would be the only com-
pany under Bajaj’s wing
that would be affected at a
maximum rate because al-
most all of their motor-
cycles are above the
350cc segment. However,
when compared with the
other one’s such as the
KTM which is also under

the wing of Bajaj Auto,
Triumph will be the one
that might take a harder
hit. These new range of
motorcycles which are
equipped with a 350cc en-
gine are said to be re-
leased by March this year.
And the interesting aspect
is that, it is not going to
be a new engine all to-
gether. Rather, it is said to
possess the same 400cc
engine that the current
motorcycles are equipped
with, but this so called up-
coming 350cc unit will be
manufactured by reducing
the bore while still retain-
ing the stroke.

Jawa 42 Debuts Elegant Neo-Classic Ivory Shade

HYDERABAD
Wakeup telangana

Jawa Yezdi Motorcycles
has launched the Jawa 42
Ivory, a fresh pastel shade
that blends retro style
with modern engineering.
The new color reflects the
global trend toward
calmer, understated tones,
offering riders a visual
pause from everyday
noise. The 2026 Jawa 42
Ivory keeps the signature
‘42’ decals, chequered-
flag graphics, and classic
badging, creating a neo-
classic look that is both
vintage and contemporary.

JAWA YEZDI

PAINT THE TOWN

Powered by a 294cc lig-
uid-cooled J-Panther en-
gine, the bike produces
27.32 PS of power and
26.84 Nm of torque,
paired with a smooth 6-
speed gearbox, A&S
clutch, and India-tuned
suspension. The motor-
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cycle also delivers refined
NVH levels, best-in-class
braking, and a riding ex-
perience tailored for di-
verse road conditions,
making it ideal for both
city streets and highways.
The pastel Ivory finish
carries the number 42 in

bold contrast across the
side panels and headlight
nacelle, symbolizing cu-
riosity, individuality, and
the spirit of discovery in-
spired by Douglas Adams’
Hitchhiker’s Guide to the
Galaxy. Its retro-racing
graphics, including
chequered-flag motifs,
nod to the classic track
bikes of the 1960s and
>70s,

while the offset instru-
ment console and neo-
classic silhouette establish
a modern edge.

Priced at Rs 1,84,950
(ex-showroom New
Delhi), the Jawa 42 Ivory

comes with Jawa Yezdi’s
Ownership Assurance
Programme,

offering a 4-year/50,000
km warranty, extended
coverage up to 6 years,
roadside assistance up to
8 years, AMC for 5 years,
and service at 450+ touch-
points nationwide. With
its combination of bold
style, proven perform-
ance, and reliable own-
ership,

the Jawa 42 Ivory con-
tinues to define neo-clas-
sic motorcycles for riders
who seek individuality
and understated cool.

India joins US-led
strategic alliance Pax Silica

NEW DELHI
Wakeup telangana

India on Friday joined the
US-led strategic alliance
Pax Silica aimed at build-
ing a resilient supply
chain for critical minerals
and artificial intelligence.

The pact joining the co-
alition was signed at a
ceremony at the Al Im-
pact summit. Union Min-
ister for Electronics and
Information Technology
Ashwini Vaishnaw, US
Under Secretary of State
for Economic Affairs
Jacob Helberg and US
Ambassador to India Ser-
gio Gor were among those
present.

The Decision to join the
coalition came amid ef-
forts by both sides to fi-
nalise the proposed trade
deal and move forward on
several other initiatives to
solidify bilateral ties after
a period of severe strain.

“From the trade deal to
Pax Silica to defence co-
operation, the potential
for our two nations to
work together is truly lim-
itless,” Gor said in his re-
marks.

The US envoy said
India’s entry into Pax Sil-
ica is not just a symbolic
move but a strategic move
that will further bolster
the overall trajectory of
the bilateral ties.

“India is a nation with

deep talent, deep enough
to rival challengers.
India’s engineering depth
offers critical capabilities
for this vital coalition. In
addition to talent, India
has made important
strides towards critical
mineral processing capac-
ity, and that is something
that we are also fully en-
gaged with,” he added.

Gor suggested that the
US can share trusted Al
technologies with India
under the Pax Silica
framework.

US Under Secretary Hel-
berg hailed India’s deci-
sion to join the coalition
and characterised Pax Sil-
ica as an initiative against
coercion and blackmail in
supply chains, seen as an
apparent reference to
China.

“We watch as our friends
and allies face daily
threats of economic coer-
cion and blackmail. They
are forced to choose be-
tween their sovereignty
and their prosperity. We
find ourselves grappling
with a global supply chain
that is massively over-
concentrated,” he said.

“So today, as we sign the
Pax Silica declaration, we
say no to weaponised de-
pendency, and we say no
to blackmail, and together,
we say that economic se-
curity is national security,
but we must be precise

about what that word
means,” he said.
The initiative was
launched in December to
build a secure, resilient,
and innovation-driven
supply chain for critical
minerals and artificial in-
telligence. The Pax Silica
Summit was held in
Washington on December
12 where partner nations
signed the Pax Silica dec-
laration.The declaration
lays out a shared vision of
deep economic and tech-
nology cooperation across
supply chains — from
raw materials through
semiconductors and Al in-
frastructure — and com-
mitment to mutual
prosperity and security.
The member nations of
the Pax Silica include
Australia, Greece, Israel,
Japan, Qatar, Republic of
Korea, Singapore, the
United Arab Emirates and
the United Kingdom. US
Ambassador Gor last
month announced an invi-
tation to New Delhi to
join the strategic alliance.
One key pillar of Pax Sil-
ica is to establish a du-
rable economic order to
drive Al-powered prosper-
ity across partner nations.
“We recognise that a reli-
able supply chain is indis-
pensable to our mutual
economic security,” ac-
cording to the Pax Silica
declaration.
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Yash unveils bold new avatar in
Toxic: A Fairytale for Grown-Ups

The makers of
A director Gee-

thu Mo-
handas’s eagerly
awaited action enter-
tainer ‘Toxic: A Fairy-
tale for Grown Ups’
on Friday released a
gritty and intense
teaser of the film,
much to the delight of
fans and film buffs.
The ‘Toxic’ teaser re-
veals a massive, cine-
matic world that is
both vibrant and bru-
tal. Moving from a cir-
cus setting to an East
Asian-inspired back-
drop, the story spans
different time periods
with a dark, edgy at-
mosphere. Yet, be-
neath the brutal
exterior and high-oc-
tane visuals, the
teaser offers a
glimpse into some-
thing deeper: a metic-
ulous focus on
storytelling and pow-

Ranveer Singh Threat: Lawrence Bis|

MUMBAI
Wakeup telangana

In a fresh development in
the case, Bollywood star
Ranveer Singh reportedly
received a threat from the
Bishnoi gang, which de-
manded Rs 10 crore
through a voice note sent
to his manager from an
American number.

A senior Mumbai Police
official said the crime
branch is contacting the
concerned agency in the
United States through of-
ficial protocol to obtain
details about the number.
During its probe, the
Mumbai crime branch
found that one of the

M CINEMNRS

9.3.26

0O RFL D W I DE

erhouse performance
that serves as the
beating heart of this
gritty universe.

At the centre of this
cinematic storm
stands Rocking Star
Yash, undergoing a
transformation that is
nothing short of a
total reinvention. His
physical evolution
serves as one of the
film’s most powerful
statements, showcas-

Bishnoi gang’s close
aides, Harry Boxer, re-
portedly sent the voice
note threatening Ranveer
Singh and demanding Rs
10 crore as extortion. In
the preliminary investiga-
tion, the crime branch
confirmed that the voice
note received on Ranveer
Singh’s manager’s What-
sApp bore Harry Boxer’s
voice. Officials are cur-
rently gathering further
evidence in the case.
According to the crime
branch, the voice note was
sent after the firing inci-
dent at filmmaker Rohit
Shetty’s residence. The
threat was sent to Ran-
veer’s manager’s mobile

ing a range of appear-
ances—from a lean,
agile silhouette to a
massive, battle-hard-
ened physique—all
forged through relent-
less discipline.
However, this evolu-
tion goes far deeper
than mere aesthetics.
Yash infuses each
distinct look with pre-
cise body language
and sharp manner-
isms, signaling an in-
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number following the fir-
ing at Rohit Shetty’s
house. After the threat
surfaced, security around
Ranveer Singh was tight-
ened. The crime branch
has recorded the statement
of his manager and is con-
tinuing the investigation.
Police have not yet reg-
istered an FIR in the
matter, but have initiated
a preliminary inquiry. On

tense, layered per-
formance that marks
a total departure from
his previous roles.
These transfor-
mations are unlike
anything witnessed in
the film’s journey so
far, signaling a bold
new chapter for the
superstar.

It may be recalled
that the makers have
already disclosed the
looks and character

the professional front,

Ranveer will soon be seen
in the sequel to the block-
buster Dhurandhar. Titled

‘Dhurandhar: The Re-
venge’, the film is slated
to release on March 19.
Dhurandhar also stars R
Madhavan, Akshaye
Khanna, Sanjay Dutt, and
Arjun Rampal.

Serving as the first instal-
ment of a two-part film
series, it centres on a
high-stakes covert
counter-terrorism opera-
tion. The film follows an
undercover Indian intelli-
gence agent who infil-
trates Karachi’s criminal
syndicates and political
power structures in Paki-

names of the ac-
tresses who are a
part of the film. Nay-
anthara plays Ganga,
Kiara Advani plays
Nadia, Huma Qureshi
plays Elizabeth, Ruk-
mini Vasanth plays
Mellisa, and Tara Su-
taria stars as Re-
becca in the film.

For the unaware,
‘Toxic: A Fairytale for
Grown-Ups'’ is slated
to hit cinemas world-
wide on March 19 this
year.

Written by Yash and
Geetu Mohandas and
directed by Geetu
Mohandas, Toxic: A
Fairytale for Grown-
Ups has been simul-
taneously shot in
Kannada and English,
with dubbed versions
planned in Hindi, Te-
lugu, Tamil, Malaya-
lam, and several
other languages.

not Gang Demands 10 Cr

stan in an effort to dis-
mantle a terror network
targeting India.

The film’s storyline
draws loose inspiration
from multiple real-life
geopolitical events and
conflicts in South Asia,
including the 1999 1C-814
hijacking, the 2001 Indian
Parliament attack, the
2008 Mumbeai attacks, and
developments linked to
Pakistan’s Operation
Lyari.

“Dhurandhar 2” resumes
with Hamza Ali Mazhari,
an Indian undercover
agent who has success-
fully infiltrated Pakistan’s
underworld.

Hariharan on singers
performing at weddings:
I need decorum when I sing

MUMBAI
Wakeup telangana

Acclaimed singer Hariha-
ran has opened up about
the ongoing debate re-
garding whether singers
should perform at wed-
dings or not. He revealed
that he needs decorum
when he sings.

He said that singing is
done to get happiness, and
as long as that goal is
achieved while maintain-
ing a proper ambiance, he
is happy.

He said, “See, I’ll tell you
one thing. I do all kinds of
concerts. [ am very open.
But I need decorum when
I sing, and I make sure I
have it, and I am peaceful
with it.” “Why do you
sing? ” To bring happi-
ness, and if you can get
happiness, that happiness
in any situation with
proper ambiance is fine,”

he went on to add. Before
Hariharan, several singers
have shared their views on
people inviting singers to
perform at their weddings.
Refreshing your memory,
earlier, singer Abhijeet
Bhattacharya got into a
heated argument with
Neha Kakkar about
singers performing at
weddings. Abhijeet said
that performing at wed-
dings reduces the status of
a singer. “Koi bhi paisa
diya or shaadi mein gaane
lage, usme aukaat kam ho

jaati hai. Meri aukaat hai,
main bol deta hu, main
nahi gaunga. Duniya ki
koi taakat tumhe khareed
nahi sakti. (Performing at
a wedding reduces the
value. I have the authority,
I can say no, I will not
sing. No power in the
world can buy you.)”
However, Neha was of
the opinion that no work
is big or small. “Aap apni
mehnat ka kamao or
mehnat ka toh kaise bhi
kamaya jaa sakta hai.
Shaadi mein gaana buri
baat nahi hai. Jo fans hote
hai, woh aapko pasand
karte hai, issliye aapko
bulate hain. Kaam koi
chhota ya bada nahi hota
hai. (Earn from your hard
work. Singing at wed-
dings is not a bad thing.
Fans like you, that’s why
they invite you. No work
is big or small.)

Global pop sensation Shakira to
perform in India after 19 years

MUMBAI
Wakeup telangana

Global pop icon Shakira is
all set to perform in India
after 19 years. The Co-
lombian superstar will
perform in Mumbai on
April 10 and in Delhi on
April 15, marking the first
time the concert will be
hosted across two cities.
The shows tickets are ex-
clusively managed by
District by Zomato.

For the uninitiated, Sha-
kira last performed in
India in 2007 during her

Oral Fixation Tour in
Mumbai. Her visit this
year will mark nearly two
decades since she last
took the stage in India.
Commenting on her re-
turn, an excited Shakira
said, “Performing in India

has always been special to
me, and I’m excited to
connect with my fans ac-
ross Mumbai and Delhi.
The Feeding India Con-
cert is about more than
music; it’s about standing
together to ensure every
child has access to the nu-
trition they need to
thrive.”

With a career spanning
over three decades, the
pop singer remains one of
the best-selling music art-
ists of all time. Shakira
began her music journey
in the early 1990s.

Bowling Coach Stresses
on Smart Cricket

CHENNAI
Wakeup telangana

Initial eliminations done,
the T20 carnival moves
into the stiffer, Super
Eight, stage in which top
eight from 20 teams will
slug it out for the four
semifinal spots. India are
clubbed with South Af-
rica, West Indies and Zim-
babwe in Group-1, which
comprises the cream —
every team here has
topped their respective
group in the opening stage
of the tournament. They
are yet to lose a match,
which makes this
winners-all bunch inter-
esting going into the next
level. Defending cham-
pions India will play last
edition’s runners-up South
Africa here on Sunday,
looking for a head start.
On Friday, bowling coach
Morne Morkel was con-
fident of his side doing
well against his national
team. “We have to be
smart from Day One.
There’s a lot going into
that and we are prepared,”
he told reporters before a
team training session.
Talking about the rivals,
the South African added:

“We know their top order
gives them momentum.
It’s always their plan, but
we have to bowl in the
right areas. It’s important
to stay awake and to keep
on looking for ways to
strike.”

He saw an exciting game
coming up. “I think it’s
going to be world-class
players up against each
other. We need to stay
calm under pressure,” he
added. In the rival camp is
Morne’s brother Albie,
who is South Africa’s

‘consultant coach’ for this
tournament. Prodded
about the sibling rivalry,
Morne only said he saw
Albie briefly at the Sta-
dium on Friday when the
two teams arrived for
practice sessions.The con-
versation invariably
veered towards opener
Abhishek Sharma and his
three ducks in the tourna-
ment. Morne was unper-
turbed. “There has been
absolutely no discussion
around him,” he said, add-
ing “He’s a world class

player. It’s just a matter of
getting that start, and he
will get going. So far in
the tournament, luckily,
some guys have been
standing up to Abhishek.”

One of them has been Shi-
vam Dube, who is deliver-
ing not only with the bat
but with the ball as well.
“In the last two years, he’s
become a completely dif-
ferent bowler. He’s got a
lot of skill with the ball.
For him, it was just a
matter of getting that con-
fidence and then polishing
up. He has a very good
understanding of the con-
ditions and reads them
very well,” Morkel
lauded.

Morkel attributed India’s
dip in totals during the
Powerplay periods to
playing on different sur-
faces in the series in the
tune-up to the World Cup.
Losing early wickets too
have contributed to the
slump. Asked about
India’s glitches in the out-
field, he replied: “Catches
have been dropped, I
know but no catch is an
easy one. The boys are
putting the hard yards in.”
With the showpiece shift-
ing towards the business.

SRI LANKA
Wakeup telangana

Wounded Australia con-
cluded what has been a
wretched campaign with a
nine-wicket thrashing of
Oman in their incon-
sequential final group
league fixture of the T20
World Cup here on Fri-
day. Entering the game
with only pride at stake
after their shocking
group-stage exit following
losses to Zimbabwe and
Sri Lanka, seasoned leg-
spinner Adam Zampa led
the way with four wickets
as Australia's bowlers
fired in unison to bundle
out Oman for 104 in 16.2
overs.

Skipper Mitchell Marsh
then blazed away to an
unbeaten 64 off 33 balls
and Travis Head smashed
32 off 19 deliveries, as the
team from Down Under
completed the chase in
only 9.4 overs. This is the
joint fastest chase in the
tournament's history for a
total in excess of 100.
Marsh struck four sixes
and seven fours in all,
while Head found the
fence six times during
their rollicking 93-run
partnership.

The dominant perform-
ance, however, would cer-
tainly not mask what has
been a disappointing cam-
paign, which has already
led to calls for a full-scale
review. Once the bowlers
did their job admirably,
Marsh and Head seemed
to be in a hurry, dealing in
fours and sixes that left
the Oman bowlers scurry-
ing for cover. Earlier,
Zampa ended with excel-
lent figures of 4/21, while
Xavier Bartlett and Glenn
Maxwell took two wickets
apiece, as Oman collapsed
without a fight in 16.2
overs.

Wasim Ali top-scored for
Oman with 32 off 33
balls. Already out of the
Super 8s contention, Aus-
tralia opted to field and
tasted success on the first
ball of the match, when

Xavier Bartlett's sharp in-
coming delivery went
through the gap to shatter
Aamir Kaleem's stumps.
After Bartlett's four dot
balls, Karan Sonavale
came down the track and
smashed a fuller delivery
through mid-off to open
Oman's account with a
boundary.

In what would prove to
be an eventful first over,
Glenn Maxwell dropped a
sitter at second slip after
Bartlett induced an edge
from Karan with a late
outswinger. Oman
Skipper Jatinder Singh
skipped down the track to
drive Marcus Stoinis
through covers for a four
and, in the next over, he
made room for himself to
cut Bartlett for a bound-
ary. Karan Sonavale wel-
comed Nathan Ellis into

Australia Dismantle Oman By
o Wickets To Bow Out On A High

the attack with a boundary
off a slower ball, manag-
ing to clear the mid-on
fielder by some distance.
However, Ellis struck in
the very next ball, the
batter chopping a quick
delivery on to the stumps
after attempting to play
the cut shot. Jatinder got a
boundary off Bartlett with
a fine shot through cover-
point, but the bowler had
the last laugh with an ex-
cellent delivery that
crashed into the stumps
and there was no foot-
work from the captain, the
wicket leaving Oman in a
spot of bother at 39 for
three in five overs. Ham-
mad Mirza showed his
class as he smoked a
Cameron Green ball over
point for a six to help
Oman to 47 for three at
the end of powerplay.
Australia captain Mitchell
Marsh continued with
Bartlett, and Mirza and
Wasim Ali got a four
each, following which ex-
perienced leg-spinner
Adam Zampa was intro-
duced and he succeeded
in his first over. Even as
Mirza looked to go the
back foot, Zampa bowled
one that skidded off the
pitch to hit the stumps.
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Residents Protest Land
Acquisition for Musi Project

ajendranagar RDO Venkat Reddy and of-
ficials from the Musi River Development

Corporation met residents of Kismatpur
on Tuesday after land acquisition notifications
were issued for Phase I of the Musi Riverfront
Development Project.

The meeting, held as part of a gram sabha, saw
farmers and flat owners raising objections over
the proposed takeover of their properties.Notifica-
tions were issued earlier this month for acquiring
land in Kismatpur village of Gandipet mandal and
Durgam Khalikhan village. Officials asked res-
idents to submit their objections in writing, assur-
ing that all concerns would be forwarded to the
government in accordance with the Land Acqui-
sition Act. Compensation, they added, would be
provided as per legal guidelines.

Residents, however, expressed strong opposition.
Many arrived with placards questioning the inclu-
sion of their lands in the project. Some argued
that the Musi river lies as far as 500 metres from
certain properties, while others are nearly two
kilometres away. “There must be a limit to how
much land is required. Our land is two kilometres
away. This feels like a land grab,” a resident
said.Several residents also voiced dissatisfaction
over compensation. One pointed out that the noti-
fication sought voluntary surrender even though
their plots were legal and outside the floodplain
or full-tank level (FTL). “If it is for Musi devel-
opment, do it within the buffer zone. This is only
a beautification project. There is no need to take
private lands,” he added.Officials confirmed that
many residents had demanded higher compensa-
tion and reassured them that all objections and
concerns would be formally submitted to the gov-
ernment for review. The authorities emphasized
that legal procedures would be followed through-
out the land acquisition process.

Kausar Mohiuddin Distributes Shaadi
Mubarak, Kalyana Lakshmi Cheques

out 19 Shaadi Mubarak and 1 Kalyana Lakshmi

scheme cheques today at the AIMIM office in
Hakeempet for beneficiaries of Shaikpet Mandal, total-
ing 320,02,320.The distribution programme saw partici-
pation from Shaikpet Mandal staff, AIMIM primary unit
presidents, and active party workers.

!- IMIM Karwan MLA Kausar Mohiuddin handed

olice on Friday were yet to trace the third
minor who allegedly sexually assaulted a 16-

year-old girl at Narsingi; two persons includ-
ing another minor were arrested in the case on
Thursday, According to Narsingi police, the police
were examining whether the minor could be tried as
an adult as per the Juvenile Justice Act. On Thursday,
the Narsingi police had arrested a 24-year-old youth
and a minor from Talabkatta for allegedly threatening
a minor survivor at knifepoint and allegedly forcing
her to consume alcohol, before sexually assaulting
her. Another minor involved in the crime is yet to be
nabbed. Narsingi police had remanded the two ac-
cused to judicial custody. Further investigation into
the incident is underway.
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Buildings to Get QR Vault
for Permits in Hyderabad

Apart from adding to its revenue, the QR code will enhance municipal services

HYDERABAD
Wakeup telangana

All buildings in the city
will have a QR code,
which will store the de-
tails of all civic permis-
sions issued to them. This
system is a part of the
state government’s cen-
tralised, GIS-driven mon-
itoring and data
management platform to
strengthen urban govern-
ance. “First, we will start
this task in GHMC and
later extend it to Cybera-
bad and Malkajgiri mu-
nicipal corporations,"
said a municipal admin-
istration and urban devel-
opment (MA&UD)
official.

As part of this project,
QR codes will be issued
for 30 lakh properties ac-
ross all buildings in the
post-merger GHMC. The

QR code will function as
a vault containing the de-
tails of the building per-
mit, property tax,
Hyderabad Metropolitan
Water Supply & Sewer-
age Board’s Consumer
Account Number, Telan-
gana Southern Power
Distribution Company
Limited (TGSPDCL)
number, among others.

“We will integrate a mod-
ule where property tax
can be paid by scanning
it,” said a GHMC official,
adding that people can
also pay property tax and
report grievances by
scanning it.

According to GHMC of-
ficials, the post-merger
GHMC has 23 lakh
houses in 650 square km.

After the merger of 27
urban local bodies with it,
the number of buildings
across 2,053 square km in
the post-merger civic
body has risen to 30 lakh.
Apart from adding to its
revenue, the QR code
will enhance municipal
services. “Bill collectors
visiting the house and
physically measuring the
plinth area and uploading
it will not be done once
the QR code is in place
for buildings. The prop-
erty owner should upload
the details. If the user was
found to have uploaded
fraudulent details or un-
derassessed the property
tax, he will have to pay a
penalty, which will be a
multiple of the tax owed,
and failure to pay it could
result in seizure of the
property,” said a GHMC
official.

Hyderabad set to lead India
in medical value tourism

HYDERABAD
Wakeup telangana

In line with the Union
Budget 2026 vision of
making India a global hub
of medical value tourism
(MVT), Telangana’s Tour-
ism department on Friday,
February 20, held a round
table conference discus-
sing Hyderabad’s poten-
tial as a top MVT
destination.

At the meeting, the de-
partment also proposed to
form a Telangana State
Medical Tourism Society
(TGMTS), which will act
as a central coordinating
body for medical value
tourism in the state.
Hyderabad’s strong clini-
cal outcomes, advanced
healthcare infrastructure,
cost advantages, and a
seamless healthcare-hos-
pitality-aviation ecosys-
tem will help it emerge as
a hub that attracts people
from all over the world to
come seek affordable and
specialised healthcare,
participants at the meeting
stated.

They said that inter-
national patient inflows to
the city have more than
doubled over the past dec-
ade, supported by 50+ Na-
tional Accreditation Board
for Hospitals and Health-
care Providers (NABH)
and Joint Commission In-
ternational (JCI) accred-
ited hospitals,
approximately 12,000
hospital beds, and strong
tertiary-care capabilities.

Competitive accommoda-
tion options,

a well-developed tourism
ecosystem, and global
connectivity through
Rajiv Gandhi Inter-
national Airport, which
handles over 31 million
passengers annually also
help push Hyderabad to
three medical value travel
destinations in India.

Kishan Reddy Calls Cong a National
Shame Over Topless Protests

HYDERABAD
Wakeup telangana

Union minister G. Kishan
Reddy branded Congress
a “national shame” for
staging a disruptive pro-
test at the Al Impact Sum-
mit in Delhi, where global
leaders and technology
experts from over 20
countries gathered to
praise India’s innovation
drive. In a social media
post, Reddy criticised
Congress activists for
going topless and inter-
rupting proceedings as
India positioned itself as a
global technology leader.

“Instead of rising to the
occasion, Congress chose
confrontation over com-
posure. Under Rahul Gan-
dhi’s leadership, party
workers’ actions reflected
poorly on an international
audience,” he said.

The landmark summit
showcased India’s techno-
logical prowess, expanded
national Al capabilities,
and united top global fig-
ures on one platform.
Reddy said while dissent
is vital to democracy, such
antics damage India’s
image abroad and under-
mine national interests.
“Congress continues de-

meaning us on the world
stage,” he added. Sep-
arately, in a statement, Te-
langana BJP chief
spokesperson N.V. Subash
accused the Congress of
desperation.

“At a time when world
leaders and CEOs praise
our Al innovation — from
policy frameworks to
start-up ecosystems —
Congress chose national
embarrassment

over celebration,” he said,
citing French President
Emmanuel Macron’s rec-
ognition of India’s Al pro-
wess.

Reactor Blast at Pharma Unit

Tragic aftermath of the reactor explosion at V.J. Sai Chemical Company in Donthigu-
dem, Yadadri-Bhongir, where chemist Dhara Praveen lost his life.

RTAs Refuse Renewal for Vehicles
Without QR-Verified Reflective Tapes

HYDERABAD
Wakeup telangana

Regional transport au-
thorities (RTAs) on Fri-
day declined renewal of
fitness certificates for ve-
hicles that failed to paste
reflective tapes. The
transport department had
issued instructions mak-
ing it mandatory for
specified categories of
vehicles to have reflec-
tive tapes and rear-mark-
ing plates, with effect
from February 12. Offi-
cials said vehicles with-

out proper reflective tap-
ing were turned back and
the renewal process was
resumed only after
compliance.

According to transport
department officials,
studies have indicated
that reflective tapes im-
prove distant visibility of
vehicles

from the rear and help re-
duce accidents. The gov-
ernment has been
implementing road safety
measures to curb acci-
dents across the state,
they added.

Trl-Corpomtlons I.aunch Dally Garbage Drive

HYDERABAD
Wakeup telangana

The newly formed Tri-
Corporations of Hydera-
bad—Greater Hyderabad
Municipal Corporation,
Cyberabad Municipal
Corporation, and Mal-
kajgiri Municipal Corpo-
ration—have kicked off a
100% daily door-to-door
garbage collection drive
to make the city garbage-
free.

At a joint meeting on
February 20, commis-
sioners RV Karnan
(GHMC), G Srujana (Cy-
berabad), and T Vinay
Krishna Reddy (Mal-

swichRiEs (D

GREATER HYDERABAD MUNICIPAL CORPORATION

kajgiri) met Swachh Auto
drivers and sanitation
staff. They emphasized
that sanitation is a top pri-
ority under the 100-day
action plan. Each Swachh
Auto will now have an as-
signed sanitation worker
to assist with house-to-
house garbage collection,

while steps are being

taken to reduce waiting
times at dumping points.
Commissioners also as-
sured mapping of newly
merged municipalities and
daily monitoring of col-
lection efficiency. Coordi-
nation with RTOs will
prevent operational de-

e —

lays, and portable transfer
points will be set up
where needed. Workers’
grievances were ad-
dressed, and accident in-
surance plus ex gratia
support will be provided.
For unavoidable absences,
staff must notify Sanita-
tion Field Assistants to ar-
range alternatives.

This drive aims to
strengthen primary gar-
bage collection and ensure
that no waste is visible
along streets or residential
areas, setting a new
benchmark in urban
cleanliness across Hyder-
abad’s Tri-Corporation
zones.

Gandhi Sarovar Project Sparks Controversy in Telangana

HYDERABAD
Wakeup telangana

The upcoming Gandhi Sa-
rovar Project, part of the
Musi River rejuvenation
initiative, has become a
point of contention in Te-
langana. While the gov-
ernment says it aims to
restore ecology, improve
the riverfront, and create a
landmark celebrating Ma-
hatma Gandhi’s legacy,
the Bharat Rashtra Sami-
thi (BRS) alleges forced
displacement and inflated
costs.

The BRS shared inter-
views on X showing res-
idents claiming
demolition notices, espe-
cially from Madhu Park
Ridge Apartments along
the Musi river. They criti-
cized the government for
planning a Gandhi statue
at an alleged cost of Rs
5,000 crore without a de-
tailed project report, ques-
tioning its benefit to
citizens and highlighting
ongoing sanitation issues
near Tipu Khan Bridge.
Residents demanded
proper housing relocation

before any demolition,
claiming long-term res-
idency in the area.

The Musi Jan Andolan

(MJA), a coalition of ac-
tivists, environmentalists,
and residents, also op-
posed the project. Rep-
resenting colonies like
Shiva Puri, Dattatreya, Sri
Vigneshwara, Dream
Homes, and Sai Ram
Nagar, they rejected land
surrender notifications
linked to Transferable De-
velopment Rights (TDRs)
and raised concerns over
missing river boundary
maps and buffer zone
data. The MJA further
criticized GO no 921,
claiming it bypassed man-

datory social impact as-
sessments and public con-
sultations.

The Telangana govern-
ment clarified that the
project is in planning, no
final budget exists, no
tenders for the statue have
been issued, and land ac-
quisition in Hyderabad
and Medchal-Malkajgiri
districts hasn’t started.
They stressed that official
figures citing Rs 5,000
crore are false. BRS coun-
tered by posting land ac-
quisition notices in Ranga
Reddy district, highlight-

ing identified parcels in-
cluding Tourism Depart-
ment land and the Hazrat
Haji Shah Alam Dargah.
Chief Minister Revanth
Reddy met Defence Min-
ister Rajnath Singh in
Delhi, inviting him to the
foundation ceremony. The
project aims to develop
Bapu Ghat into a cultural,
educational, spiritual, and
environmental landmark
and includes building the
world’s tallest Gandhi
statue at the confluence of
the Musi and Esa rivers.
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