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Centre offers

Rs 28,740 cr for
Hyderabad Metro
Phase Il

Union minister for con-
sumer affairs Pralhad
Joshi announced that the
Centre was ready to re-
lease Rs 28,740 crore for
the second phase of the
Hyderabad Metro Rail,
provided the Telangana
government completed its
takeover deal with L&T for
Phase | and submitted a
detailed project report
(DPR) for the new section.
Addressing journalists at
the BJP office in Nampally,
Joshi said Telangana
would receive Rs 33,180
crore through 41 per cent
tax devolution, as rec-
ommended by the 15th Fi-
nance Commission. Urban
local bodies would get an
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Raut Calls PM
Security Fears
‘Rubbish’

Calling the BJP-led dis-
pensation at the Centre “a
cowardly government”,
senior Shiv Sena (UBT)
leader Sanjay Raut on Fri-
day rubbished Lok Sabha
speaker Om Birla’s claims
over Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi’s security. “It
is laughable to say that
MPs entering the Well of
the House has resulted in
a threat to the prime min-
ister,” he said. Claiming
that there was absolutely
no possibility of an attack
on Prime Minister Modi,
Raut sarcastically said,
“What kind of revolution
has the Prime Minister
brought about that people
would attack him? He is
living a very ordinary life
and is merely enjoying the
pleasures of power,” Raut
said, apparently targeting
the PM’s foreign tours.
His remarks came after
Birla recently said he had
‘concrete information’ that
many Congress members
might move towards PM
Modi’s seat and carry out
‘some unexpected act’ as
a result of which he had
requested him not to
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BRS legisator attacked, KTR
terms it as assault
on democracy: P2

Focus On Life, Not Just Marks: Modi

PM Modi Urges students to celebrate exams like festivals

HYDERABAD
Wakeup telangana

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, in his interaction
with the students ahead of
the boards on Friday, said
that exams are like festi-
vals and should be cele-
brated. Sharing mantras
with school students on
how to de-stress before
exams, Modi said educa-
tion should not feel like a
burden and urged students
to focus not only on
marks but also on improv-
ing life. During the ninth
edition of "Pariksha Pe
Charcha", Modi asserted
that comfort zones don't
shape life; the way of liv-
ing does. "Listen to every-
one's advice, but change
your lifestyle pattern only
when you want to," he
told students.

"Education should not
feel like a burden. It needs
our total involvement. A
fragmented education
does not guarantee suc-
cess. Rather than concen-

trating on grades, individ-
uals should concentrate
on their achievements in
life. Regardless of the
opinions of parents,
teachers, or peers, it is
crucial to have faith in
oneself, follow your own
path, and consider all the
advice that comes your
way," the Prime Minister
said.

"Our goal should be such
that it is within reach but
not easily attainable.
Tame the mind, then con-
nect the mind and then
keep the subjects you

RBI Pauses Rate Cuts,
Retains Interest Rate At 5.25%

NEW DELHI
Wakeup telangana

As widely expected, the
Reserve Bank of India's
(RBI) rate-setting panel
kept the benchmark repo
rate unchanged at 5.25
per cent and maintained a
neutral stance at its bi-
monthly monetary policy
meeting on Friday. The
repo rate is the rate at
which the central bank
lends short-term money to
commercial banks. For
home loan borrowers, the
status quo means no im-
mediate change in
Equated Monthly Instal-
ments (EMIs), especially
for loans linked to external
benchmarks such as the
repo rate. Banks are un-
likely to revise home loan
interest rates in the near
term unless the central
bank changes its policy
stance or liquidity con-
ditions.

Speaking to reporters at

the post-monetary policy
press conference, RBI
Governor Sanjay Malhotra
said that key policy rates
will remain at low levels
for a long period and may
go down even further. He
noted that policy transmis-
sion on the deposit side
has been slower and that
interest rates on fixed de-
posits will decline. Since
February last year, the
Monetary Policy Commit-
tee (MPC) of the RBI has
reduced the repo rate by
125 basis points.
Responding to a question
from FC, Malhotra said
that the impact of recent
trade deals signed by
India, along with other fac-
tors, could add up to 20

» CONTINUE ON | PAGE 4

Gig Workers' Bandh May Hit App-Based Transport

HYDERABAD
Wakeup telangana

Saturday is likely to be
difficult for commuters
dependent on app-based
transport services, as gig
workers affiliated with
major aggregator plat-
forms have called for a
bandh, union sources said.
The strike is expected to
be enforced strictly during
peak hours. The Rajiv
Gandhi International Air-
port (RGIA) has issued a
passenger advisory urging
travellers to plan their
commute in advance,
allow additional travel
time and consider alter-
native modes of transport.
The airport said pas-
sengers could avail pre-
paid taxi services, car

)
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rentals and Pushpak Air-
port Bus services. Trav-
ellers seeking assistance
have been advised to con-
tact the transport help
desk near the Aeroplaza.
The protest is being held
against what unions de-
scribed as continued gov-
ernment inaction and
fare-related exploitation
by app-based aggregator
platforms such as Ola,
Uber, Rapido and Porter.
The unions demanded im-
mediate notification of
minimum base fares for
all app-based transport

services, in consultation
with recognised driver
unions. They also sought
a strict ban on the use of
private (non-commercial)
vehicles for app-based
commercial rides.

Shaik Salauddin, pres-
ident of the Telangana Gig
and Platform Workers’
Union and its national
general secretary, said the
failure of governments to
notify minimum base
fares had allowed plat-
forms to unilaterally re-
duce driver earnings while
increasing commissions.

“The failure of both the
Central and state govern-
ments to notify minimum
base fares has allowed
platforms to unilaterally
cut driver earnings while
raising commissions.

need to study. Then you
will always find the stu-
dent successful," he told
the group of students who
had come from various
parts of the country at his
residence at Lok Kalyan
Marg in the national cap-
ital. Cautioning against
the obsession with marks,
Modi asked whether
anyone remembers the
name of a student who
scored the highest marks
last year in boards. When
the students replied "no",
he underscored that even
if such achievements are

praised briefly, they are
soon forgotten, showing
how little importance
marks hold.

A student from Gujarat
asked that while parents
worry for them and
teachers support them, the
issue arises when teachers
suggest one study pattern,
parents insist on another
and students follow a dif-
ferent trend, leaving them
confused about which pat-
tern is correct.

The Prime Minister re-
marked that this continues
throughout life, noting
that people advise him
differently. "I have be-
come Prime Minister.
Still, people tell me to
work in different ways.
But everyone has their
own pattern. Some people
study better in the morn-
ing, some at night. Wha-
tever suits you, believe in
that. But also take advice,
and if that benefits you,
then only add it to your
life structure," he said.

» CONTINUE ON | PAGE 4

Politics, Says KTR:

Revanth Reddy Embraces
‘Revanthuddin’ Tag, Targets BJP

CM Revanth Reddy Turns BJP Label Into Political Advantage

HYDERABAD
Wakeup telangana

Telangana Chief Minister
A. Revanth Reddy on Fri-
day turned the BJP’s at-
tempt to brand him as a
“pro-Muslim” leader into
a political advantage, as-
serting that he represents
all communities and will
lead them together on the
path of development.
Speaking at a public
meeting near Bardipur in
Nizamabad district, he
said he would feel “hon-
oured” if BJP leaders
called him “Revanthud-
din”, drawing thunderous
applause from the crowd.
Addressing the gathering,
Revanth Reddy said he
had been identified with
different communities be-
cause of his inclusive
decisions and welfare ini-
tiatives. “When I an-
nounced the BC census, I
was called ‘Revanth
Goud’. After SC categori-
sation, I became ‘Revanth

Kishan Reddy Slams CM Over 4
PC Muslim Quota Pledge

HYDERABAD
Wakeup telangana

Union minister G. Kishan
Reddy on Friday sharply
criticised Chief Minister
A. Revanth Reddy for ad-
vocating permanent 4 per
cent religion-based reser-
vations for Muslims, and
alleged that here was a
move to bring in 14 per
cent quota for the com-
munity, 4 per cent through
the religious quota and
another 10 per cent
“smuggled” into Back-
ward Classes (BC)
through a manipulated
caste survey.

In a statement, Kishan
Reddy accused the Con-
gress of turning into a
“Muslim League Con-
gress” through vote-bank
appeasement and recalled
Prime Minister Narendra

Modi’s recent remark on

the matter. Kishan Reddy
said the quota for Mus-
lims, introduced by Con-
gress in undivided Andhra
Pradesh, was twice struck
down by the High Court
as unconstitutional before
being allowed to persist
under a stay order. Kishan
Reddy alleged that the
Chief Minister’s “two-
pronged strategy” aimed
at 14 per cent total Mus-
lim reservations. He ac-
cused Congress of
inflating Telangana’s BC
population from 46 per
cent to 56 per cent by

adding 10 per cent Mus-
lims, thereby reducing the
genuine BC quota from
34 per cent to 32 per cent,
while allocating 42 per
cent for BCs and Muslims
in local bodies. “A court
stay averted disaster,” he
noted. Citing the 2020
GHMC elections, Reddy
said non-BCs, mainly
from MIM,

captured 31 of 50 BC-re-
served seats (62 per cent),
depriving genuine BCs of
their quota. Charging that
Congress was pursuing a
national-level agenda of
minority

appeasement at the cost of
social justice, Reddy
warned: “Telangana
people are watching and
will decisively respond at
the polls, showing Re-
vanth Reddy and Con-
gress the door.”

Shia Massacre in Islamabad
31 Martyred, 170 Injured

ISLAMABAD
Wakeup telangana

At least 31 people were
killed and more than 170
injured after a suicide
bomber opened fire and
detonated an explosive
device at the gates of a
Shi’ite mosque (Khadija
Tul Kubra Imambargah)
in Islamabad on Friday, in
the deadliest attack in Pa-
kistan’s capital in over a
decade, officials said.

The attacker was stopped
by security guards at the
entrance of the mosque
compound on the outskirts
of the city, after which he
detonated the bomb
among worshippers.

» An attacker opened fire
at the gates of a Shi'ite
Muslim mosque in Islama-
bad on Friday before set-
ting off a suicide
bomband killing at least
31 people in the deadliest
attack of its kind in Paki-
stan's capital in over a
decade.

Many victims were found
lying inside the mosque
and in the surrounding
gardens, with emergency
responders rushing the in-
jured to hospitals.
Islamabad Deputy Com-
missioner Irfan Memon
confirmed the casualty
figures, while Pakistan’s
defence minister Khawaja
Asif said the bomber
“blew himself up in the

last row of worshippers.”
He alleged foreign in-
volvement in the attack
without presenting ev-
idence.

Conflict monitoring
group ACLED said the at-
tack bore the hallmarks of
Islamic State, noting that
Shi’ite minorities in Paki-
stan have frequently been
targeted by extremist
groups, including Islamic
State and Tehreek-e-Tali-
ban Pakistan.

Bombings are rare in the
heavily guarded capital,
which was already on
high alert due to the visit
of Uzbekistan President
Shavkat Mirziyoyev.

> CONTINUE ON | PAGE 4

Madiga’. For inducting
Vakiti Srihari into the
Cabinet, I was called ‘Re-
vanth Mudiraj’, and for
nominating Anil Kumar
Yadav to the Rajya Sabha,
‘Revanth Yadav’. When I
announced the Golden
Temple, Sikhs called me
‘Sardar Revanth Singh’,”
he said. “Even if they call
me Revanthuddin, I have
no objection,” he added.
The Chief Minister said
the Congress government
had ensured representa-
tion and empowerment of
minorities, SCs and BCs,
citing four per cent reser-
vation for Muslims and
appointments of minority
leaders to key positions,

including Cabinet and
corporation posts.
Targeting the BJP, he said
Union Minister G. Kishan
Reddy had become an
“adopted son” of BRS
chief K. Chandrashekar
Rao, and challenged the
BJP to first secure Smart
City status for Nizamabad
before seeking votes in
local body elections.
Revanth Reddy said the
Congress would retain
power for the next eight
years and promised devel-
opment works, including
bringing an airport to Ni-
zamabad. He also accused
the BJP of inaction on
corruption allegations in
the Kaleshwaram project,
stating that despite the
CBI probe, no arrests had
been made. He was speak-
ing after laying founda-
tion stones for several
developmental works in
the district, in the pres-
ence of Ministers N.
Uttam Kumar Reddy,

» CONTINUE ON | PAGE 4

SC Gives Telangana
Speaker 3 Weeks Time

HYDERABAD
Wakeup telangana

The Supreme Court on
Friday directed the Telan-
gana Assembly Speaker to
positively decide within
three weeks, the pending
petitions relating to the al-
leged defection of BRS
MLAs to the Congress,
failing which contempt
proceedings would be ini-
tiated. During the hearing,
senior advocate Abhishek
Manu Singhvi, appearing
for the Speaker, submitted
that decisions had been
taken in eight cases and
two petitions remained
pending.

The court made it clear
that no further adjourn-
ments would be granted
and emphasised, more

' o

than once, that sufficient
time had been provided to
the Speaker to complete
the inquiry. The Supreme
Court division bench
comprising Justice Sanjay
Karol and Justice A.G.
Masih was hearing the
matter in compliance with
its order dated July 31,
2025, by which the
Speaker had been granted
three months to decide the
disqualification peti-
tions.Senior advocate Ab-
hishek Manu Singhvi,
appearing for the Speaker,
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BRS legisator aﬁaeked KTR terms
itas assault on democracy

KARIMNAGAR
Wakeup telangana

Former minister and
Medchal legislator Ch
Malla Reddy was at-
tacked by Congress
workers in Lalgadi Ma-
lakpet locality in Med-
chal district when he
went there to canvass for
the party candidate on
Friday. Congress
workers led by DCC
president Vajresh Yadav
were alleged to have
launched the attack, in
which a close follower
of Malla Reddy, Delhi
Paramesh, sustained
head injuries.

The attack on the BRS
legislator drew sharp
condemnation from

party working president
KT Rama Rao, who
termed the attacks on
opposition leaders as a
direct assault on democ-
racy during municipal
elections.

Rama Rao spoke to Ch
Malla Reddy and Mal-
kajgiri MLA Marri Raja-
sekhar Reddy over the
phone, gathered details
of the Medchal incident

and assured them of the
party’s full support. He
directed Medchal district
president and MLC
Shambipur Raju, along
with BRS whip and
MLA KP Vivekananda,
to immediately visit the
injured leader and ex-
tend solidarity.

Malla Reddy and his
followers were re-
portedly attacked at Lal-

gadi Malakpet village
under the Aliyabad mu-
nicipal limits during the
municipal election cam-
paign. According to
BRS leaders, the senior
MLA was holding a
meeting with the BRS
candidates when District
Congress Committee
(DCC) president Vajresh
Yadav arrived at the
venue in a campaign ve-
hicle playing Congress
party election songs at
high volume.

When BRS leaders re-
quested Vajresh Yadav
to reduce the volume, an
argument broke out,
which soon escalated
into an altercation, with
leaders from both parties
pushing each other.

Vajresh Yadav allegedly
attacked Malla Reddy,
during which Delhi
Paramesh, a follower of
the former minister, sus-
tained head injuries.

In a separate incident,
KTR also condemned an
alleged attack on BRS
corporator Dedeepya in
Jubilee Hills by MLA
Naveen Yadav and his
followers. He spoke to
Dedeepya over the
phone, asked her to re-
main strong and assured
her of party support.
Former minister Talasani
Srinivas Yadav and other
senior BRS city leaders
are expected to visit the
corporator to express
solidarity.

Why Vote for a Shoe Thief?”

Bandi Sanjay Launches Scathing Attack on CM Revanth

NIZAMABAD
Wakeup telangana

Karimnagar witnessed
high political drama on
Monday as Union Minis-
ter of State for Home Af-
fairs and BJP leader Bandi
Sanjay Kumar launched a
blistering attack on Chief
Minister Revanth Reddy,
Congress, and the BRS
during the municipal elec-
tion campaign.
Addressing a series of
street-corner meetings in
Durshed, Gopalpur, Sap-
tagiri Colony, and Usmani
Associates areas, Bandi
Sanjay questioned the
credibility of the Chief
Minister and appealed to
voters to reject Congress
and BRS candidates.
Referring to Revanth
Reddy’s own remarks,
Bandi Sanjay said, “The
Chief Minister himself ad-
mitted that he is not
trusted even by market

lenders and that people in
Delhi see him like a ‘shoe
thief”. If that is the case,
why should people vote
for such a person in mu-
nicipal elections?”” He
questioned how a leader
who cannot command
basic trust could bring
funds or ensure devel-
opment.

The Union Minister al-
leged that during 10 years
of BRS rule, leaders were
involved only in land
grabbing, corruption, and
loot, asking voters why
they should trust them
again. “If they return to
power by mistake, won’t
they divert central funds
and stall development?”

he asked. Bandi Sanjay
asserted that all major de-
velopment works in Kar-
imnagar were executed
using Central government
funds, claiming that Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
had sanctioned nearly
%1,500 crore for the city.
He further stated that dur-
ing his recent visit to
Delhi, the Prime Minister
assured him of additional
funds if BJP is voted to
power in the municipal
elections.Taking a dig at
former minister Gangula
Kamalakar and former
MP Vinod Kumar, Bandi
Sanjay questioned their
influence at the national
level. “Does Prime Minis-
ter Modi even recognize
them? Will he release
funds just because they
ask?” he asked, asserting
that only BJP has the ca-
pacity to bring central
funds.

Focus High School Students Adopt One-Horned Rhinoceros

HYDERABAD
Wakeup telangana

Students of Focus High
School, Noorkhan Bazar,
along with Principal and
staff, visited Nehru Zoo-
logical Park and donated
Rs. 30,000 from their
pocket money to adopt a
One-Horned Rhinoceros
for three months. The
cheque was handed to
Smt. J. Vasantha, IFS, Cu-
rator, Nehru Zoological
Park, Hyderabad.

Expressing gratitude, Ms.
Vasantha thanked the stu-
dents for their support to
wildlife conservation and

breeding programs. She
noted that the park houses
five rhinos: Suraj, Saras-
wathi, Sai Vijay, Nanda,

and Prema.

She appealed to citizens
to support animal adop-
tion schemes or contribute
through CSR programs,
stressing that even small
donations help in the care,
protection, and breeding
of endangered species.
The school’s gesture high-
lights the role of young
citizens in wildlife preser-
vation and spreading
awareness about conser-
vation efforts.

Kausar Mohiuddin Hits Streets for Mumapal Election Push

HYDERABAD
Wakeup telangana

AIMIM Karwan MLA Kausar
Mohiuddin, along with Nanded
and Zaheerabad district AIMIM
President and Hyderabad corpo-
rator, recently conducted exten-
sive door-to-door campaigning for
municipal elections in Zaheera-
bad, Telangana. The leaders ac-

tively engaged with local

residents, highlighting the party’s
vision for development and com-

munity welfare.

During the campaign, MLA Kau-

sar Mohiuddin appealed to voters
to participate in the elections and
cast their valuable votes in favor
of AIMIM candidates. The team
emphasized the party’s commit-
ment to addressing local issues,
improving infrastructure, and pro-

moting inclusive growth in the re-
gion. Door-to-door interactions
allowed candidates to directly un-
derstand residents’ concerns and
present their plans to address
them effectively.

The campaign witnessed enthusi-
astic support from party workers
and local citizens, reflecting
AIMIM’s focus on grassroots-
level engagement. Through these
efforts, the party aims to
strengthen its presence in Zaheer-
abad and ensure that community
voices are represented in the mu-
nicipal governance.

Revanth Reddy turned Singareni
into a scam hub: Harish rao

HYDERABAD
Wakeup telangana

Former Minister and BRS
Legislature Party Deputy
Leader Harish Rao
strongly accused Chief
Minister Revanth Reddy
of turning Singareni into a
hub of scams, warning
that if the present situation
continues, the coal com-
pany will be completely
ruined within the next five
to ten years. Addressing
an election campaign
meeting at Kyatanpalli in
Mandamarri Municipality
of Chennur constituency,
he said that “the people of
Telangana themselves will
divert Revanth Reddy
from the Chief Minister’s
chair.”

Harish Rao alleged that
massive corruption in-
volving thousands of
crores has taken place in
Singareni through OB
contracts, diesel procure-
ment, gelatin sticks, Naini
coal, and solar power
projects. He claimed that
under the so-called “site

visit system,’ tenders
were manipulated, con-
tracts were awarded to
close associates, and com-
missions were distributed.
He specifically alleged
that relatives of the Chief
Minister secured contracts
worth thousands of crores.
Questioning the govern-
ment’s intentions, he de-
manded a sitting judge
inquiry or a CBI investi-
gation, asking why such
probes were being
avoided if there was no

wrongdoing.

He further accused the
Congress government of
stopping dependent jobs
and medical board pro-
cesses in Singareni, lead-
ing to injustice for
workers and their fam-
ilies. He questioned the si-
lence of Labour Minister
Vivek, asking whether he
had any share in the al-
leged scams and why he
was not speaking out
against the irregularities.

Comparing the present

government with the pre-
vious BRS regime, Harish
Rao said that during
KCR’s tenure, welfare
schemes like Rythu
Bandhu, pensions,
women’s welfare pro-
grammes, and labour
benefits were imple-
mented effectively. He al-
leged that under the
present government,
farmer support payments
are delayed, promises to
women remain unful-
filled, and workers’ bo-
nuses have become
“bogus.”

Calling for electoral sup-
port, Harish Rao urged
voters to support the BRS
car symbol and CPI’s
sickle-and-hammer sym-
bol in the Kyatanpalli
elections. He concluded
by asserting that Telan-
gana is a land of struggle
and courage, not fear, and
declared that after two
years, KCR’s government
will return to power, and
all pending development
and welfare works would
be completed.

Tributes Paid
to K. S. Tandri
Krlshna Goud

Jagadishwar Goud, TPCC
State General Secretary and
Congress In-Charge of Seril-
ingampally Constituency,
along with constituency
leaders, participated in the
Dashadin Karma program
honoring K. S. Tandri Krishna
Goud, father of Tandri Ram-
chander Goud and Tandri Ma-
hipal Goud, who are vice
presidents of the Congress
party for Miyapur Division in
Serilingampally. The event
saw leaders paying floral trib-
utes to Krishna Goud'’s por-
trait, commemorating his
legacy. Prominent attendees
included Yalamanchili Uday
Kiran, Mannepalli Sambasiva
Rao, Dornala Ravikumar
Goud, Kudumuntla Rambabu,
Suresh, Sathyaraj, Kamineni
Vasu, Satti Reddy, Krishna
Goud, Uriti Venkat Rao,
Mohan Mudiraj, and Ellanki
Srinivas Goud. Journalists
Mallani Ashok and Bandi Ra-
makrishna Goud, along with
other notable figures from the
region, also offered flowers
and paid respects, making
the event a grand and heart-
felt tribute.

Sagebrook International Launches Hyderabad Campus with Whitgitt

HYDERABAD
Wakeup telangana

Sagebrook International
School inaugurated its
state-of-the-art campus in
West Hyderabad today,
marking the start of a
long-term academic part-
nership with the UK’s
Whitgift School. Senior
Whitgift leaders, includ-
ing Headmaster Toby
Seth, Director of Inter-
national Education John
Chisholm, and Sagebrook
Head Zoé€ Hauser, at-
tended the ceremony.

Sagebrook’s campus
blends sustainability,
child-centric design, and
innovation. Modular
learning zones, biophilic
layouts, low-VOC materi-
als, and neurodiverse-
friendly spaces create a

safe, adaptable environ-
ment.

The Beginnings Pro-
gramme welcomes chil-
dren from 12 months,
complemented by a parent
café and co-working
space, fostering com-

munity and engagement.
Drawing from IB PYP,
Montessori, and Reggio
Emilia, Sagebrook em-
phasizes inquiry, creativ-
ity, and real-world
learning. “Children are
thinkers and explorers,”
said Zo¢ Hauser.

On February 7, Sage-
brook hosts “When Why
Finds Joy,” a citywide
family event with story-
telling, art, and hands-on
activities introducing its
playful, purpose-driven
approach to learning.

Speaking on the occa-

sion, Prof. C. V. Narasim-
hulu encouraged students
to make the most of the
opportunity by actively
participating in the fest
and showcasing their tal-
ents. He expressed con-
fidence that SUDHEE
2026 would emerge as a
significant platform for
nurturing technical excel-
lence. The management of
CBIT extended its best
wishes to the organising
committee and expressed
hope for the successful
conduct of the national-
level technical fest.

BRS, Congress Betrayed BCs: Kavitha

HYDERABAD
Wakeup telangana

Telangana Jagruthi Pres-
ident Kalvakuntla Kavitha
strongly criticized both
the BRS and Congress
parties, accusing them of
betraying Backward
Classes (BCs) and dis-
respecting the people’s
mandate. She questioned
the BRS decision to give a
municipal election ticket
to Buttangari Madhav
Reddy, who had filed a
petition opposing 42 per-
cent BC reservations.
Kavitha said that by
awarding him a ticket, the
BRS has “officially de-
clared” its opposition to
BC reservations. She al-
leged that Madhav Reddy,
who was once part of Jag-
ruthi, acted under the in-
fluence of senior BRS
leaders and that the party
must explain why it sup-
ported someone who tried

to block BC rights, de-
spite BCs forming 56 per-
cent of Telangana’s
population.

She also accused the
Congress of mocking de-
mocracy by appointing
Arikepudi Gandhi—
elected as a BRS MLA—
as Congress in-charge for
Nizamabad, despite the
Speaker recognizing him
as a BRS legislator. Simi-

lar appointments, she said,

have created confusion
among the public.
Kavitha pointed out that
Congress failed to honor

its promise of allocating
220,000 crore annually
for BC welfare, allocating
less than %7,000 crore in
two budgets. She urged
the government to correct
this in the upcoming
budget. Calling for re-
spectful politics, Kavitha
announced a self-respect
meeting for Telangana
movement activists on the
12th and appealed to
voters to support candi-
dates who question the
system, including Jagru-
thi, Left parties, and inde-
pendents.

CBIT Launches SUDHEE 2026 Technical Fest Poster

HYDERABAD
Wakeup telangana

Chaitanya Bharathi Insti-
tute of Technology (CBIT),
Gandipet, has officially re-
leased the poster for SUD-
HEE 2026 — INSIGHTX, a
National Level Students’
Technical Fest organized
by the Department of Arti-
ficial Intelligence and Data
Science (AI&DS). The
poster was formally un-
veiled by Prof. C. V. Nara-
simhulu, Principal, CBIT,
at the college campus. The
two-day fest is scheduled to
be held on 17th and 18th
February 2026 and is
themed “Indigenous
Minds.”

SUDHEE 2026 aims to
offer a dynamic platform
for students from across the
country to showcase their

technical knowledge, inno-
vative thinking, and prob-
lem-solving skills. The fest
will feature a diverse range
of technical and fun-filled
events, including Poster
Presentation, Paper Presen-
tation, Project Expo, Tech
Matrix, Reverse Engineer-
ing, Code Escape Room,
Treasure Hunt, Chromatic
Chaos, and engaging activ-
ities such as Squid Zone,
Water Splash, Cup Rush,
among others.The event is
being coordinated by Mr.

Naveen Raja S.M. and Mr.
M. Krishna Kishore, fac-
ulty members of the
Al&DS department, with
student coordinators Ms. K.
Sai Sindhu and Mr. V. San-
jeev Manvith. On the occa-
sion, Dr. K. Radhika,
Chairperson of SUDHEE
2026 and HoD of AI&DS,
encouraged students to par-
ticipate actively. The CBIT
management extended their
best wishes to the organiz-
ing team for the successful
conduct of the fest.
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Rechapalli Farmers
Seek Immediate

Agriculture Cluster
to Ease Hardships

g 9

Farmers of Rechapalli vil-
lage in Saranganpur Man-
dal of Jagtial district are
facing severe difficulties
due to the lack of basic ag-
ricultural infrastructure, al-
leged the village Sarpanch,
Basa Mahesh. He in-
formed that a representa-
tion was submitted to the
District Agriculture Officer,
requesting the immediate
establishment of an Agri-
culture Cluster in the
united Rechapalli
village.Despite Rechapalli
comprising four Gram Pan-
chayats with a population
of over 10,000 and more
than 5,000 acres of cultiv-
able land, the village still
lacks minimum agricultural
facilities, the Sarpanch
said. Farmers are strug-
gling due to the non-avail-
ability of seeds, fertilizers,
and pesticides on time, ab-
sence of proper technical
guidance, and shortage of
agricultural machinery. As
a result, farmers are forced
to incur heavy expenses
and fall into debt, he
added.Basa Mahesh
stated that if an Agriculture
Cluster is established in
Rechapalli, farmers would
get all agricultural inputs,
training facilities, farm ma-
chinery, and marketing
support at a single center,
which would significantly
enhance farm productivity
and income.Urging the au-
thorities to consider the
genuine needs of farmers,
the Sarpanch appealed to
the Jagtial District Agricul-
ture Department to declare
Rechapalli as an Agricul-
ture Cluster and initiate im-
mediate steps to provide
much-needed relief to the
farming community.
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Focus on Congress Failures,

Avoid Abusive Politics: KTR

Poll dehate must he on Gongress governance, not Revanth Reddy’s abusive politics: KTR

HYDERABAD
Wakeup telangana

BRS working president KT
Rama Rao has urged
party workers and voters
to focus municipal election
discussions on govern-
ance and people’s griev-
ances, rather than getting
drawn into Chief Minister
A Revanth Reddy’s abu-
sive rhetoric, which he
called a deliberate diver-
sionary tactic.

Rama Rao emphasized
that the elections should
center on basic civic is-
sues, including roads,
drainage, drinking water,
sanitation, and the deliv-
ery of welfare schemes at
the ward level. “The real
discussion should be
about the six guarantees,
not one of which has been
fully implemented,” he
said, urging party workers
to hold the Congress gov-
ernment accountable for
unfulfilled promises over

the past two years.

He accused the Chief
Minister of using personal
attacks on BRS chief and
former Chief Minister K
Chandrashekhar Rao to
distract from governance
failures. Rama Rao said
such attacks amounted to
an assault on the Telan-
gana statehood move-
ment itself, noting that
KCR had led a 14-year
struggle for statehood and
later guided Telangana’s
development for a decade
as its first Chief Minister.
“Attempts to malign KCR
are aimed at masking the

present government’s
poor performance and
corruption,” he remarked.
Rama Rao called on
party activists to raise
pressing public concerns
during door-to-door cam-
paigns. He highlighted
farmers waiting in long
queues for fertilisers and
delays in Rythu Bharosa
assistance forcing them to
borrow from private
lenders. He also cited stu-
dents struggling due to
non-payment of fee reim-
bursement, children falling
ill in residential schools,
pensioners facing delays
in retirement benefits, and
employees awaiting deci-
sions on Dearness Allow-
ance (DA) and Pay
Revision Commission
(PRC) recommendations.
The BRS leader further
accused the Congress
government of irregular-
ities in Singareni Collieries
Company Limited (SCCL)
tenders and power sector

contracts, as well as com-
promising Telangana’s in-
terests in inter-state river

water sharing.

Rama Rao urged voters
to compare the devel-
opment achieved during
BRS’s ten years of rule
with the perceived poor
governance of the Con-
gress regime over the last
two years. “The people’s
verdict alone is the real
honour for KCR,” he said,
calling on citizens to use
the municipal elections to
reject empty rhetoric, de-
mand accountability, and
focus on local civic issues
rather than diversionary
tactics. By highlighting un-
fulfilled promises and gov-
ernance failures, Rama
Rao positioned the BRS
campaign as a platform
for scrutinizing the Con-
gress government while
reinforcing the legacy of
KCR’s leadership and Te-
langana’s development.

Tiger captured after six-tiay rescue operation near Rajahmundry

AMARAVATI
Wakeup telangana

Andhra Pradesh forest of-
ficials on Friday success-
fully captured a tiger,
which was moving around
human habitations near
Rajahmundry in East Go-
davari district for the last
six days, bringing relief to
the area’s people who
had been living in fear.
After strenuous efforts in-
volving expert teams from
Pune and Delhi, the forest
officials succeeded in

capturing the big cat in

Kurmapuram village in
Rayavaram mandal of
East Godavari.

The officials fired a tran-
quiliser to capture the big
cat near a lake.

Earlier, a forest team had
spotted the tiger in the
backyard of a deserted
house near the village
and launched an opera-
tion. District Forest Officer
B. Prabhakara Rao said
that due to the commotion
by the surrounding
people, the big cat got

frightened, ran into the
nearby fields and entered
a cattle shed.

Though there were two
buffaloes in the cattle
shed, the tiger did not
harm them. The forest of-
ficials reportedly fired
three tranquilliser shots,
and one of them hit the
tiger. It then ran towards a
nearby lake, where it was
finally captured.

The officials were making
arrangements to shift the
tiger to Visakhapatnam
Zoo. The officials had re-

quested people in one
kilometer radius to remain
indoors. Since the tiger’s
nature is very sensitive,
people were requested
not to create any ob-
stacles to its movements.
Following this, the team
executed the operation
successfully. Police pro-
vided full cooperation to
the Forest Department for
this operation.Officials
stated that the tiger had
only attacked cattle and
there have been no at-
tacks on humans.

Indiramma House
Basements Must
Be Completed by
February 28:

District Collector

District Collector Koya
Sri Harsha directed offi-
cials to complete base-
ments of all Indiramma
houses by February 28,
cautioning that houses
without basement con-
struction would be can-
celled. Reviewing
Indiramma and Double
Bedroom housing
schemes at the Inte-
grated District Collecto-
rate, he instructed R&B,
Panchayat Raj, Electric-
ity and other depart-
ments to complete
pending works and con-
duct joint inspections,
submitting reports to the
PD Housing office by
February 13. He said
Indiramma house con-
struction must be reg-
istered under
MGNREGS, under
which 90 days of funds
are being provided, and
that pending payments
for toilets sanctioned
under the Swachh Bha-
rat Mission should be
cleared. In view of the
government’s decision
to sanction another
phase of Indiramma
houses from April, he
directed officials to com-
plete houses at various
stages by March. He
also asked officials to
regularly update con-
struction progress on-
line, ensure timely bill
payments to beneficiar-
ies and facilitate SHG
loans in cases of fund
shortages.

Hyderabad on Cusp of

Says Bhatti

Infra Transformation,

Over 45 projects underway as city emerges as a major

investment destination

HYDERABAD
Wakeup telangana

Deputy Chief Minister
Mallu Bhatti Vikramarka
on Friday said Hyderabad
was undergoing a major
infrastructural transfor-
mation, with more than 45
projects worth over Rs
7,000 crore underway ac-
ross the city. He added that
since December 2024,
projects worth over Rs
20,000 crore were under
implementation, with the
government extending
support, ensuring faster
clearances, and working
closely with industry.
Speaking at the inaugural
session of the Confeder-
ation of Real Estate Devel-
opers’ Associations of
India’s (CREDAI) three-
day Hyderabad Property
Show here, Bhatti said the
Telangana Rising Vision
launched by Chief Minis-
ter A. Revanth Reddy had
positioned Hyderabad as a
strong urban economic
centre, driven by employ-
ment generation, innova-
tion, and global
investments. Speaking at
the event, irrigation minis-
ter N. Uttam Kumar Reddy
said Hyderabad was
emerging as a premier in-
vestment destination, with
Chief Minister Revanth
Reddy and IT and indus-
tries minister D. Sridhar
Babu attracting invest-

ments across IT, hospital-
ity, tourism and allied sec-
tors.

The property show fea-
tured more than 300 proj-
ects of Credai-Hyderabad
members, approved by the
Telangana Real Estate
Regulatory Authority
(TGRERA). The intention
was to ensure that visitors
engaged only with verified
and compliant devel-
opments. Chief Secretary
K. Ramakrishna Rao said
stamp and registration
revenues had grown five to
six times since 2014. He
said annual revenue from
the stamps and registration
department, which was
around Rs 3,000 crore ear-
lier, had risen to nearly Rs
15,000 crore, despite a
brief slowdown during the
Covid period.
Credai-Hyderabad pres-
ident N. Jaideep Reddy
said Hyderabad’s real es-
tate sector continued to
stand out nationally for its
structural strength, long-
term stability and resil-
ience, while
president-elect B. Jagan-
nath Rao said the city had
evolved into a multi-di-
mensional global city,
moving beyond its identity
as a technology hub to be-
come a destination for in-
novation, lifestyle and
long-term capital invest-
ment.

Srinivas Goud Campaigns in Mahbubnagar,
Raises Development and Governance Issues

Wakeup telangana

Former Minister Srinivas
Goud conducted election
campaigning in the TD
Gutta, Chinnadarpally,
Kidwai Pet, and Mon-
appa Gutta divisions of
the Mahbubnagar district
headquarters. During the
campaign, he inspected
the slaughterhouse that
was completed but not
inaugurated during the
previous government’s

tenure.

Addressing the gath-
ering, Srinivas Goud
stated that there were
plans to develop the Tank
Bund in Mahbubnagar on
a scale better than Hyder-
abad, but the work was
halted midway. He said
he was emotionally dis-
turbed after seeing the
condition of the project.
He questioned the deci-
sion to propose a hospital
away from the town in-
stead of near the bus

stand, which he said
would be more accessible
to the poor.

He also referred to pend-
ing projects such as the
Haj House, market com-
plex, Tank Bund, Ka-
lyana Mandapam, and
minority residential
schools, stating that con-
cerns raised by opposi-
tion leaders should be
addressed constructively
rather than with personal
criticism. Goud ques-
tioned the political jour-
ney of the sitting MLA,
referring to changes be-
tween BRS, BJP, and
Congress parties.

Srinivas Goud also
spoke about allegations
related to the delay in
clearing contractors’ bills
and demanded transpar-
ency in the process.

Igniting Young Minds in
Race Car Engmeermg

HYDERABAD
Wakeup telangana

Praheti Racing SAE
CBIT, MED, CBIT organ-
ized a one-day workshop
on “Engineering and Fun-
damentals of Race Cars”
on 6 February 2026, in as-
sociation with the AICTE
IDEA Lab. Students from
PM Shri Kendriya Vidya-
laya No. 1, Golconda ac-
tively participated in
interactive demonstra-
tions. Dr. C. V. Narasim-

hulu, Principal, appreci-
ated the initiative, empha-
sizing CBIT’s
commitment to practical
learning and social re-
sponsibility.

The workshop was con-
vened by Prof. G. Lax-
maiah and Dr. U. K.
Choudhury, and coordi-

nated by faculty members.

Participants explored
AICTE IDEA Lab facil-
ities and gained hands-on
exposure to race car engi-
neering concepts.

Couple Arrested in Temple Theft Case; Gold, Silver
Ornaments and Cash Recovered: DSP Raghu Chander

JAGTIAL
Wakeup telangana

Jagtial police arrested a
husband and wife in-
volved in a temple theft
case and recovered gold
and silver ornaments
along with cash, said
DSP Raghu Chander. Ad-
dressing a press confer-
ence at Jagtial Town
Police Station on Thurs-
day, the DSP said that the
theft took place in Ko-
danda Ramalayam lo-
cated at Dharur Camp
under Jagtial Town Po-
lice Station limits on the
night of February 3,
2026. The accused alleg-
edly broke open the tem-
ple lock and stole gold
and silver ornaments be-
longing to the deity along
with cash from the hundi.
Based on a complaint

lodged by temple priest
Samudrala Jaganmohan
Chary, a case was reg-
istered under Crime No.
64/2026 under Sections
331(4) and 305(a) of the
BNS Act. Special teams
were formed under the
supervision of SI M. Su-
priya to trace the ac-
cused.

During investigation, po-
lice apprehended the sus-
pects while patrolling
near the Registration Of-
fice on Karimnagar Road
on February 6. On inter-
rogation in the presence
of panch witnesses, the
accused confessed to the
crime. Police recovered

cash amounting to Rs.
4,357 along with gold
and silver ornaments
from their possession.
The arrested accused
were identified as Vad-
loori Nagaraju of Tati-
pelli village, Jagtial Rural
Mandal, and his wife
Vadloori Rajitha alias Pa-
thri Sharada (28), pre-
sently residing near the
Registration Office, Dha-
rur Camp, Jagtial.

DSP Raghu Chander
stated that the district po-
lice are committed to
safeguarding public prop-
erty and warned of strict
action against those in-
volved in such crimes.
He appealed to the public
to report suspicious activ-
ities immediately to the
nearest police station or
by dialling 100.

Commissioner Prafull Desai Reviews Poll Material
Distribution and Counting Arrangements

KARIMANGAR
Wakeup telangana

Commissioner Prafull
Desai has directed offi-
cials to complete all ar-
rangements related to
polling material distribu-
tion and the vote counting
process without any delay.
As part of the preparations
for the 2nd General Elec-
tions of the Karimnagar
Municipal Corporation,
the Commissioner visited
SRR Degree College on
Friday along with officials
from the Engineering and
Town Planning depart-
ments.During the visit, he
inspected and reviewed
the arrangements being
made for the counting of
votes and the distribution

B UGC - INDOORSTADIUM i
= 4 SCIENCE COLLEGE KARIMNAGAR

of polling materials. He
instructed the officials to
expedite the remaining
works and ensure that all
facilities are fully ready
for smooth polling and
counting.Speaking on the
occasion, Commissioner
Prafull Desai emphasized
that there should be no in-
convenience during the
distribution of polling ma-
terials or during the count-
ing process. He directed
officials to prepare Strong

Rooms 1 and 2 for the
safe storage of ballot
boxes and to make proper
table arrangements for
counting. He also asked
them to procure all nec-
essary materials required
for ballot counting.The
Commissioner further in-
structed that the counting
centre should be equipped
with adequate lighting,
drinking water facilities,
and all other essential
amenities. For polling ma-

terial distribution, he sug-
gested setting up suffi-
cient counters and tables
and ensuring proper ar-
rangements for smooth
distribution. He also
stressed the need to ar-
range buses for the trans-
portation of polling staff
to their respective polling
stations.Senior officials
including SE Raj Kumar,
Assistant Commissioner
Dileep Kumar, Executive
Engineers Sanjeev and
Shivanandam, Deputy Ex-
ecutive Engineers Arun
Kumar, Devender Reddy
and Venkateshwarlu, DCP
Basheeroddin, ACPs Venu
and Sridhar, and other of-
ficials were present during
the inspection.

Commissioner Prafull Desai Reviews Poll Material
Distribution and Counting Arrangements

HYDERABAD
Wakeup telangana

Commissioner Prafull
Desai has directed offi-
cials to complete all ar-
rangements related to
polling material distribu-
tion and the vote counting
process without any delay.
As part of the prepara-
tions for the 2nd General
Elections of the Karimna-
gar Municipal Corpora-
tion, the Commissioner
visited SRR Degree Col-
lege on Friday along with
officials from the Engi-
neering and Town Plan-
ning departments.

During the visit, he in-
spected and reviewed the
arrangements being made

for the counting of votes
and the distribution of
polling materials. He in-
structed the officials to
expedite the remaining
works and ensure that all
facilities are fully ready
for smooth polling and
counting.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Commissioner Pra-
full Desai emphasized that

there should be no incon-
venience during the distri-
bution of polling materials
or during the counting
process. He directed offi-
cials to prepare Strong
Rooms 1 and 2 for the
safe storage of ballot
boxes and to make proper
table arrangements for
counting. He also asked
them to procure all nec-
essary materials required
for ballot counting.

The Commissioner
further instructed that the
counting centre should be
equipped with adequate
lighting, drinking water
facilities, and all other es-
sential amenities.

For polling material dis-
tribution, he suggested

setting up sufficient coun-
ters and tables and ensur-
ing proper arrangements
for smooth distribution.
He also stressed the need
to arrange buses for the
transportation of polling
staff to their respective
polling stations.

Senior officials including
SE Raj Kumar, Assistant
Commissioner Dileep
Kumar, Executive Engi-
neers Sanjeev and Shiva-
nandam, Deputy
Executive Engineers Arun
Kumar,

Devender Reddy and
Venkateshwarlu, DCP Ba-
sheeroddin, ACPs Venu
and Sridhar, and other of-
ficials were present during
the inspection.
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Trump Faces Backlash After Sharing
Offensive Video of Obamas

WASHINTONS
Wakeup telangana

President Donald Trump
used his social media ac-
count to share a video
about election conspiracy
theories that includes a
racist depiction of former
President Barack Obama
and his wife, Michelle
Obama, as primates in a
jungle. The Republican
president's Thursday night
post immediately drew bi-
partisan backlash for its
treatment of the nation's
first Black president and
first lady, who are Demo-
crats. It was part of a
flurry of social media ac-
tivity that amplified
Trump’s false claims that
the 2020 election was
stolen from him, despite
courts around the country

and a Trump attorney gen-
eral from his first term
finding no evidence of
fraud that could have af-
fected the outcome.
White House press secre-
tary Karoline Leavitt re-
jected criticism of the post
that depicted the Obamas,
who are Democrats. An
Obama spokeswoman
said the former president
had no response. Nearly
all of the 62-second clip,
which was among dozens
of Truth Social posts from
Trump overnight, appears
to be from a conservative
video alleging deliberate
tampering with voting
machines in battleground
states as the 2020 pres-
idential votes were tallied.
At the 60-second mark is
a quick scene of two pri-
mates, with the Obamas'

smiling faces imposed on
them.

Those frames were taken
from a longer video, pre-
viously circulated by an
influential conservative
meme maker. It shows
Trump as “King of the
Jungle” and depicts a
range of Democratic
leaders as animals, includ-
ing Joe Biden, who is
white, as a primate eating
a banana. “This is from an
internet meme video de-
picting President Trump

as the King of the Jungle
and Democrats as char-
acters from the Lion
King,” Leavitt said by
text, referring to Disney's
1994 feature film. “Please
stop the fake outrage and
report on something today
that actually matters to the
American public.”

Trump did not comment
on the video in his post,
which comes in the first
week of Black History
Month and days after a
presidential proclamation
that cited “the contrib-
utions of black Americans
to our national greatness
and their enduring com-
mitment to the American
principles of liberty, jus-
tice, and equality.” Re-
publican Sen. Tim Scott,
who is Black, was among
those who criticized

Trump's post. “Praying it
was fake because it’s the
most racist thing I’ve seen
out of this White House.
The President should re-
move it,” Scott, who
chairs Senate Repub-
licans' midterm campaign
arm, said on social media.
NAACP President Derrick
Johnson said in a state-
ment, “Donald Trump’s
video is blatantly racist,
disgusting, and utterly
despicable.” Johnson as-
serted that Trump is trying
anything to distract from
economic conditions and
attention on the Jeffrey
Epstein case files. “You
know who isn’t in the Ep-
stein files? Barack
Obama,” Johnson said.
"You know who actually
improved the economy as
president? Barack Obama.

Raut Calls PM Secunty Fears ‘Rubbish’

MUMBAI
Wakeup telangana

Calling the BJP-led dis-
pensation at the Centre
“a cowardly govern-
ment”, senior Shiv Sena
(UBT) leader Sanjay
Raut on Friday rubbished
Lok Sabha speaker Om
Birla’s claims over Prime
Minister Narendra
Modi’s security. “It is
laughable to say that
MPs entering the Well of
the House has resulted in
a threat to the prime min-
ister,” he said. Claiming
that there was absolutely
no possibility of an at-
tack on Prime Minister
Modi, Raut sarcastically
said, “What kind of rev-
olution has the Prime
Minister brought about
that people would attack
him? He is living a very
ordinary life and is
merely enjoying the
pleasures of power,”
Raut said, apparently tar-
geting the PM’s foreign

tours.

His remarks came after
Birla recently said he had
‘concrete information’
that many Congress
members might move to-
wards PM Modi’s seat
and carry out ‘some un-
expected act’ as a result
of which he had re-
quested him not to come
to the House to reply to
the discussion on the
Motion of Thanks on the
President’s address. Birla
said if this incident had
taken place, then this
would have left the dem-
ocratic traditions of the
country in ‘shreds.’
Commenting on it, Raut
said, “Currently, if there
is anyone in the world
who is the most secure

person, it is the Prime
Minister of India. His se-
curity system is even
more stringent and ad-
vanced than that of Is-
raeli Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu or
US President Donald
Trump. It is a matter of
research why, despite
such impenetrable secu-
rity, he (the PM) feels in-
secure.” “We are in
Parliament before Modi
and are aware of its
rules. The Congress
made the biggest sac-
rifices in the freedom
struggle and gave birth to
Parliament. If anyone
says there is danger to
Modi in Parliament, then
it is rubbish,” the Rajya
Sabha MP said. The Con-
gress Party lost former
prime ministers Indira
Gandhi and Rajiv Gandhi
in terror attacks. Despite
being aware of the
danger, they went among
people and were at-
tacked, he added.

NIA Widens Crackdown in J&K as Probe Into
“White-Collar” Terror Network Deepens

JAMMU
Wakeup telangana

The National Investiga-
tion Agency (NIA) inten-
sified its operations in
Jammu and Kashmir on
Friday, conducting fresh
searches at the Govern-
ment Medical College
(GMC) in Anantnag as
part of its ongoing investi-
gation into a sophisticated
“white-collar” terror mod-
ule uncovered in No-
vember last year. Officials
confirmed that an NIA
team arrived at the medi-
cal college early in the
day and carried out exten-
sive searches linked to the
recovery of a rifle from
the locker of a doctor dur-
ing earlier raids. Dr. Adeel
Ahmad Rather, whose
locker had yielded the
weapon, is among the
nine persons arrested in
connection with the mod-
ule, which was found to
be involved in the pro-
curement of explosives
later seized in Faridabad

in the National Capital
Region.

Simultaneously, security
forces continued search
operations in the Koil
Karewa area of Pulwama
following intelligence in-
puts about the presence of
militants. Although the
area was thoroughly
combed, officials reported
no arrests or recoveries,
noting that the operation
remains active. Sources
said that the NIA team
visited GMC Anantnag to
collect documents related
to the Red Fort blast case
and that the investigators
spent several hours at the
institution, interacting
with the administration
and securing specific
records required to cor-
roborate evidence gath-
ered so far. While officials
refrained from sharing
further details due to the
sensitivity of the case, the
visit is believed to be part
of a broader effort to ver-
ify links, movements, and
support networks associ-

ated with the November
10 blast near Gate No. 3
of the historic monument.
The NIA has significantly
expanded its investigative
footprint across J&K and
other states since the at-
tack, conducting multiple
raids and making a series
of arrests. On December
1, the agency searched
nearly a dozen locations
across Pulwama, Shopian,
and Kulgam, targeting in-
dividuals suspected of fa-
cilitating or financing the
terror module. Among the
premises searched were
those linked to Moulvi
Irfan Ahmad Wagay, an
imam from Srinagar’s Na-
digam village, who is be-
lieved to be the
ideological architect of
the network. Initially ar-
rested by J&K Police on
October 18, Wagay was
later taken into NIA cus-
tody after the agency as-
sumed control of the Red
Fort blast investigation.
Investigators also
searched properties asso-

ciated with Dr. Rather in
Pulwama, following his
arrest from Saharanpur,
Uttar Pradesh, as well as
the residences of Dr. Mu-
zamil Shakeel Ganai—
also known as Muzamil
Mushtag—and Amir Ra-
shid. Several over-ground
workers (OGWs) were
also under scrutiny. Raids
were conducted at multi-
ple suspected hideouts
and meeting points in
Koil,

Chandgam, Malangpora,
and Samboora, where the
module is believed to
have coordinated logistics
and communication.In-
vestigators also searched
properties associated with
Dr. Rather in Pulwama,
following his arrest from
Saharanpur, Uttar Pra-
desh, as well as the res-
idences of Dr. Muzamil
Shakeel Ganai—also
known as Muzamil Mush-
tag—and Amir Rashid.
Several over-ground
workers (OGWs) were
also under scrutiny.

Shelar Proposes Bandra
For Coastal Road Emergencies

MUMBAI
Wakeup telangana

In the wake of the 36-
hour traffic paralysis on
the Pune-Mumbai Ex-
pressway, Maharashtra
Minister advocate
Ashish Shelar has de-
manded a helipad at
Bandra Reclamation to
address potential emer-
gency response gaps on
the city's major mari-
time corridors. In a rep-
resentation submitted to
Chief Minister Deven-
dra Fadnavis on Friday,
Shelar emphasized the
need for an aerial emer-
gency framework to
serve the Bandra—Worli
Sea Link, the Versova—
Bandra Sea Link, and
the Coastal Road.

The proposal follows a
recent gas tanker acci-
dent on the Pune—Mum-
bai Expressway that
resulted in a 36-hour

Fadnavis dismisses row over
Sunetra Pawar’s swearing-in

MUMBAI
Wakeup telangana

Mabharashtra Chief Minister
Devendra Fadnavis on Fri-
day dismissed the contro-
versy surrounding the
swearing-in of Sunetra
Pawar as “completely un-
necessary and meaningless.”
His remarks came after Shiv
Sena leader Ramdas Kadam,
from the Eknath Shinde-led
faction, accused Nationalist
Congress Party (NCP) State
president Sunil Tatkare of
indulging in “dirty politics”
following the demise of
Deputy Chief Minister Ajit
Pawar.

Mr. Kadam alleged that Ms.
Pawar’s swearing-in was
hastened to politically
counter NCP (Sharad Pawar
faction) chief Sharad Pawar.
Responding to queries, Mr.
Fadnavis rejected the allega-
tions, stating that attempts
were being made to politi-
cise an issue without sub-
stance amid ongoing
political sparring in the
State. Ajit Pawar died in a
plane crash in Baramati in

Pune district in the last week
of January. Subsequently,
leaders from the Sharad
Pawar-led NCP claimed that
Ajit Pawar had expressed a
wish to merge both NCP
factions and that talks were
at an advanced stage, with
February 12 proposed as the
date for reunification.
Following these devel-
opments, leaders of the Ajit
Pawar-led NCP — including
Sunil Tatkare, Chhagan
Bhujbal, and NCP national
working president Praful
Patel — approached the
Chief Minister seeking the
appointment of Sunetra
Pawar to the vacant post.
Ms. Pawar was sworn in as
Deputy Chief Minister at a
simple ceremony at Raj
Bhavan. Since the an-
nouncement of her swear-
ing-in, leaders of the
Shinde-led Shiv Sena have
been vocal in criticising

what they described as
undue haste by the NCP
leadership, particularly tar-
geting Mr. Tatkare and Mr.
Patel.

Mr. Kadam, a former Maha-
rashtra Cabinet Minister,
termed Mr. Tatkare “untrust-
worthy.” “Mr. Tatkare is fin-
ishing off those who
supported him. After Ajit
Pawar’s demise, he indulged
in dirty politics to check-
mate Sharad Pawar. This is
shameful for Maharashtra,”
Mr. Kadam said. He further
alleged that Ms. Pawar was
sworn in even before the fu-
neral rites were complete.
“This is not Maharashtra’s
culture. The people of Ma-
harashtra will never forgive
Sunil Tatkare for this,” he
added. Addressing the con-
troversy, Mr. Fadnavis said
it was being created unnec-
essarily. “Everyone is trying
to use this for their own po-
litical gain. This is grossly
wrong. Maharashtra lost its
Deputy Chief Minister, Ajit
Dada Pawar, and yet politics
is being played over his de-
mise.

traffic standstill, which
the Minister cited as ev-
idence of existing vul-
nerabilities in disaster
management. “The
unique geography of
the Coastal Road —
which utilises both
over-sea stretches and
underground tunnels —
presents significant lo-
gistical hurdles for tra-
ditional emergency
services. The Minister
noted that in the event
of fires, natural dis-
asters, or major acci-
dents, the rapid
movement of security

FROM FRONT PAGE

forces and the evacu-
ation of casualties could
be severely restricted
by ground traffic,” Mr.

Shelar said.

To mitigate these risks,
Mr Shelar has identified
Bandra Reclamation as
a viable site for the fa-
cility, noting that suffi-
cient space is currently
available near the en-
trance of the Sea Link.
“The proposed helipad
is intended to function
as a hub for air ambu-
lances, providing a di-
rect link between the
high-traftic corridors

Helipad

and nearby medical fa-
cilities, including Lila-
vati Hospital and other
major institutions in the
suburban district,” he
said.

According to the rep-
resentation, the integra-
tion of aerial facilities
is a necessary compo-
nent of a long-term pre-
paredness plan for the
financial capital. Mr.
Shelar said that the in-
frastructure would en-
hance coordination
between the National
Disaster Response
Force (NDRF), the
Mumbai Fire Brigade,
police departments, and
other emergency
agencies. Mr. Shelar
has urged the chief min-
ister to issue immediate
directives to the rel-
evant state agencies to
begin the planning and
construction process for
the site.

Rahul Shows.............

Bombings are rare in the heavily
guarded capital, which was al-
ready on high alert due to the
visit of Uzbekistan President
Shavkat Mirziyoyev. Roads were
blocked and security forces were
deployed across the city.The at-
tack comes amid a week of esca-
lating violence in Pakistan,
including militant assaults in Ba-
lochistan and Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa, where security
forces reported killing dozens of
militants in counter-
operations.Pakistan’s government
has condemned the attack and an-
nounced assistance for the vic-
tims and their families, as
investigations continue.

Revanth Reddy..........

Targeting the BJP, he said Union
Minister G. Kishan Reddy had
become an “adopted son” of BRS
chief K. Chandrashekar Rao, and
challenged the BJP to first secure
Smart City status for Nizamabad
before seeking votes in local
body elections.Revanth Reddy
said the Congress would retain
power for the next eight years
and promised development
works, including bringing an air-
port to Nizamabad. He also ac-
cused the BJP of inaction on

corruption allegations in the Ka-
leshwaram project, stating that
despite the CBI probe, no arrests
had been made.He was speaking
after laying foundation stones for
several developmental works in
the district, in the presence of
Ministers N. Uttam Kumar
Reddy, Tummala Nageshwara
Rao, advisers, and local MLAs.

Focus On Life, Not....

"Just as siblings at home have
different eating patterns — some
starting with vegetables, some
with dal, some mixing everything
together — everyone has their
own way. Enjoyment comes from
following one's own pattern.
Some prefer studying at night,
others early in the morning, and
each has their own rhythm," he
said, adding that students must
trust their own pattern, listen
carefully to suggestions and add
improvements only through per-
sonal experience, not merely be-
cause someone says so. "When I
began Pariksha Pe Charcha, there
was one pattern. Over time [ im-
proved it, even conducting ses-
sions in different states, changing
the format while retaining the
core," Modi said. Urging students
not to waste time dwelling on the
past but to think of living what
lies ahead, he said, "I don't look

back at what has passed, I always
look at what is to come. There are
times when teachers only teach
what is important and can help
you score good marks, but a good
teacher focuses on all-around de-
velopment and teaches every-
thing. Life is not just about
exams. Education is just a me-
dium of our development.” Re-
sponding to a question about
pursuing a future in gaming de-
spite societal pressure to focus
only on studies, the Prime Minis-
ter said that gaming is not just a
hobby, it is a skill. It involves
speed as well, so it is good for
development. "Gaming is a skill
requiring speed and alertness,
which contributes to self-devel-
opment. Focus on building ex-
pertise in high-quality games and
build studies," Modi said.

RBI Pauses Rate......

Speaking to reporters at the post-
monetary policy press confer-
ence, RBI Governor Sanjay
Malhotra said that key policy
rates will remain at low levels for
a long period and may go down
even further. He noted that policy
transmission on the deposit side
has been slower and that interest
rates on fixed deposits will de-
cline. Since February last year,
the Monetary Policy Committee

(MPC) of the RBI has reduced
the repo rate by 125 basis points.

https://www.deccanchronicle.com
/business/rbi-keeps-repo-rate-un-
changed-at-525-maintains-neu-
tral-stance-amid-global-policy-di
vergence-1935335

Responding to a question from
FC, Malhotra said that the impact|
of recent trade deals signed by
India, along with other factors,
could add up to 20 basis points to
the country's GDP growth. The
forecast for FY26 inflation was
raised by 10 basis points (bps) to
2.1 per cent from 2 per cent ear-
lier, while the GDP estimate was
also revised higher to 7.40 per
cent for FY26 from 7.30 per cent
earlier. Given that the new series
for both GDP and CPI will be re-
leased later this month, the MPC
refrained from giving full-year
projections for FY27.

Malhotra said the central bank
would continue to supply cur-
rency notes to meet the country’s
demand. The total value of cur-
rency notes in circulation stood af
%36.87 lakh crore at the end of
March 2025, compared to 334.78
lakh crore a year earlier. In vol-
ume terms, the number of bank-
notes increased to 15,500 crore
pieces from 14,600 crore. During
2024-25.
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Clear fish seed dues in 4 weeks or finance
Secy must appear: Telangana HC to govt

HYDERABAD
Wakeup telangana

The Telangana High Court
on Friday expressed strong
displeasure over delays by
the state government in
clearing payments to sup-
pliers of fish seeds and
fixed a four-week deadline
for releasing the dues. Jus-
tice T. Madhavi Devi,
while hearing contempt
petitions filed by the sup-
pliers, observed that sev-
eral cases had come to the
notice of the court where
payments remained pend-
ing long after tokens were
issued.

“After filing the contempt
petitions, you have issued
tokens and are now asking
for more time for the

budget release. ... It may
take more years,” the court
observed. Government
counsel sought eight
weeks, stating that bill
tokenisation would take
four weeks and payments
another four weeks. The
judge rejected the request,
noting that the seeds were
supplied nearly three years
ago and that repeated op-
portunities had been
granted.

The court directed au-
thorities to complete pay-
ments within four weeks
and submit a compliance
report by March 6, warn-
ing that failure would re-
quire the principal
secretary, finance, to ap-
pear in the court and ex-
plain.

Is iBomma Ravi’s Passport Seized?
HC Directs Police to Clarify

HYDERABAD
Wakeup telangana

The Telangana High Court
directed the public prose-
cutor to obtain instruc-
tions from the
investigating officer, pre-
sently in Delhi, with re-
gard to the passport of
Immadi Ravi alias
iBomma Ravi, accused of
large-scale movie piracy,
and posted the matter for
hearing on February 9.
Senior counsel Muzaffar
Ali Khan, appearing for
Ravi, sought bail contend-
ing that investigation had
been completed and po-
lice custody already ef-
fected. Opposing the plea,

public prosecutor Palle
Nageshwar Rao submitted
that the alleged piracy had
caused losses running into
thousands of crores and
claimed the accused pos-
sessed sophisticated over-
seas infrastructure and an
Irish passport.

He submitted that if he
granted bail, Ravi may
leave the country. Ravi’s
counsel submitted that the
police had seized the pass-
port were misleading the
court.

Upon this, the court di-
rected the public prosecu-
tor to inform the court
whether or not Ravi’s
passport had been taken
possession of.

Teacher To Undergo Fresh Disability Test

HYDERABAD
Wakeup telangana

A two-judge panel of the
Telangana High Court di-
rected a fresh medical ex-
amination of a
postgraduate teacher ap-
pointed under the Persons
with Disabilities (PWD)
quota, after noting serious
inconsistencies in the dis-
ability certificates pro-
duced in her case. The
panel comprising Justice P.
Sam Koshy and Justice
Narsing Rao Nandikonda
was dealing with a writ ap-
peal filed by the Telangana
Residential Educational

Institutions Recruitment
Board (TREIRB), chal-
lenging an order of a sin-
gle judge who set aside the
cancellation of the peti-
tioner’s appointment.

The dispute concerns the
appointment of V. Sriu-
jana, selected as a post-
graduate teacher
(Biological Science) under
the PwD (hearing impair-
ment) category pursuant to
a recruitment notification
issued by TREIRB. It was
pointed out that while she
was initially issued a dis-
ability certificate in 2015
assessing her hearing im-
pairment at 54 per cent, a

medical examination con-
ducted during the recruit-
ment process in May 2024
assessed her disability at
29 per cent, which fell
below the 40 per cent
threshold prescribed under
the notification. On this
basis, her appointment was
cancelled on August 21,
2024. The writ petitioner
contended that she was
validly selected under the
PwD quota based on a dis-
ability certificate and that
the subsequent reduction
in the percentage of dis-
ability was arbitrary and
unjustified. She argued
that hearing impairment

was a permanent condition
and that minor variations
in assessment should not
defeat her statutory entitle-
ment. Opposing the plea,
TREIRB contended that
the recruitment notifica-
tion mandated a minimum
40 per cent disability at the
stage of verification and
appointment. It was argued
that the medical assess-
ment conducted during re-
cruitment in May 2024,
which reflected only 29
per cent disability, was
decisive and binding and
that selection under the
PwD category was con-
ditional.

Brother Held For Murder of
Advocate Over Land

HYDERABAD
Wakeup telangana

A day after advocate Gotike
Swapna was murdered in her
agricultural land at Kethired-
dypally in Moinabad, police
on Thursday arrested four
persons including her brother
G. Raju and his associates Er-
rolla Sandeep, Vadde Veeresh
and Kavali Shiva Lingam.
The murder was said to be the
fall-out over a property dis-
pute. Swapna was murdered
when she went to the farm-
land to get the land surveyed
with the intention of selling a
portion of it for her marriage
expenses. Police said she had
recently married a man she
was in a relationship with
through an Arya Samaj cere-
mony. To raise funds for a tra-
ditional marriage, she planned

to sell one acre out of the four
acres of land said to be reg-
istered in her name.

Chevella DCP Yogesh Gau-
tam said she was accompa-
nied her mother Venkatamma,
another advocate and a sur-
veyor to the land in Survey
No. 339. “Raju knocked
down Swapna with his car.
When she fell down, his asso-
ciates attacked her,” he al-
leged. Police

said Swapna’s father had
married Mallamma, who had
no children. He later married
her younger sister Venka-
tamma, with whom he had
four children: two sons and
two daughters including
Swapna and Raju. The eldest
daughter was married in
2001, while one of the
brothers later died in a road
accident.

Plea claims GHMC inaction

HYDERABAD
Wakeup telangana

Justice Lakshmi Narayan
Alishetty of the Telangana
High Court took on file a
plea alleging inaction on
the part of GHMC in pre-
venting alleged illegal and
unauthorised constructions
by Meridian School at
Madhapur, Serilingam-
pally mandal. The judge
was dealing with a writ pe-
tition filed by Umesh
Lunker and another. Ac-
cording to the petition, the
petitioners were owners of
land in Survey No. 14/1,
Madhapur, where Merid-
ian School was allegedly
carrying out construction

activities without obtain-
ing a sanctioned building
plan from the competent
authorities. It was con-
tended that the petitioners
submitted a detailed rep-
resentation requesting the
authorities to restrain the
school management from
proceeding with further
construction. Despite the
lapse of several years, no
action was taken. The peti-
tioner contended that the
unauthorised constructions
had continued unchecked
due to administrative apa-
thy. Counsel appearing for
the respondents contended
that the school had not de-
viated from the permis-
sions granted.

SC Gives

HYDERABAD
Wakeup telangana

The Supreme Court on
Friday directed the Telan-
gana Assembly Speaker
to positively decide
within three weeks, the
pending petitions relating
to the alleged defection of
BRS MLAs to the Con-
gress, failing which
contempt proceedings
would be initiated. Dur-
ing the hearing, senior
advocate Abhishek Manu
Singhvi, appearing for
the Speaker, submitted
that decisions had been
taken in eight cases and
two petitions remained
pending.

The court made it clear
that no further adjourn-
ments would be granted
and emphasised, more
than once, that sufficient
time had been provided
to the Speaker to com-
plete the inquiry. The Su-
preme Court division

L

bench comprising Justice

Sanjay Karol and Justice
A.G. Masih was hearing
the matter in compliance
with its order dated July
31, 2025, by which the
Speaker had been granted
three months to decide
the disqualification peti-
tions.

Senior advocate Ab-
hishek Manu Singhvi, ap-
pearing for the Speaker,
submitted that decisions
had already been taken in
eight cases and that only
two petitions, concerning
Danam Nagender and
Kadiam Srihari, remained
pending. He sought ad-
ditional time of three
weeks, citing the ongoing
municipal elections and
stating that the Speaker

was on the verge of tak-
ing a decision in the re-
maining cases. This
request was strongly op-
posed by advocate P.
Mohit Rao, representing
the petitioners, who
argued that repeated ad-
journments had been
sought earlier and that the
delay was deliberate. He
pointed out that Na-
gender, elected as a BRS
MLA, had contested the

Secunderabad Lok Sabha
election as a Congress
candidate and continued
to claim BRS member-
ship even after losing the
election. He submitted
that Srihari had secured a
Congress ticket for his
daughter, who won as an
MP, and had openly cam-
paigned for the Congress
while technically remain-
ing a BRS MLA.

The bench observed that
while one decision had
now been taken, the
Speaker had sought time

Telangana Speaker 3 Weeks Time

on multiple occasions
earlier. Justice Sanjay
Karol noted that although
the Speaker had pre-
viously requested three
weeks, the court had
granted only two weeks
to assess progress. Con-
sidering that some devel-
opment had taken place,
the court granted limited
additional time but cate-
gorically warned that fai-
lure to take a positive
decision would compel
the court to initiate
contempt proceedings.
The court observed: "We
expect the Speaker to
positively take a decision,
failing which we shall
proceed to issue
contempt." After pro-
nouncing the order, Jus-
tice Sanjay Karol told the
petitioner orally: "We
request you not make
reels out of it. This is
what is happening. Don't
do it. What is happening
is, it's a new industry."

RISM

Two things define you: Your patience

when you have nothing and your
attitude when you have everything.

HYDERABAD
Wakeup telangana

The Reserve Bank of
India-led Monetary Pol-
icy Committee’s deci-
sion to leave policy rate
unchanged at 5.25 per
cent came along the
expected lines as it is
prudent to retain fire-
power for the crisis day.
The Central bank ex-
pects GDP growth for
2025-26tobe at7.4
per cent, driven by pri-
vate consumption, fixed
investment and the
service sector. The re-
vival of the manufactur-
ing sector’s growth is
visible even as con-
struction and services
remain resilient.

The RBI forecasts re-
tail inflation based on
the Consumer Price
Index at 2.1 per cent for
financial year 2025-26,
which is below its infla-
tion mandate of four per
cent (with plus or minus
two percentage points).
Though the Central

Imam Al

bank predicts a slight
uptick in the inflation
figure at around four
per cent in the next fis-
cal, it will remain com-
fortable for the country.
Though the economy is
expected to benefit
from the India-EU Free
Trade Agreement and
proposed India-US
trade deal, the Central
bank remains cautious
about the growth out-
look as it has kept its
monetary stance neu-
tral, primarily because
of global uncertainty.
While macroeconomic
actions remain muted in
the monetary state-
ment, the central bank
has taken steps to in-
crease production and

aciiil,
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RBI NEUTRAL AMID UNCERTRINTY
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employment in the
country by doubling col-
lateral-free MSME
loans from Rs 10 lakh
to Rs 20 lakh. This
move will help micro
enterprises. The RBI's
proposal to allow banks
to lend to real estate in-
frastructure trusts
(REITs) is expected to
give a fillip to commer-
cial real estate and, as
a result, lead to em-
ployment generation.
Relaxation in norms for
branch expansion for
select NBFCs too will
create jobs. The biggest
highlight of the mone-
tary policy is the RBI's
proposal to compen-
sate customers, who
lost their money in digi-
tal frauds, up to Rs
25,000. While it may
give some relief to the
victims of cyber frauds,
it should not absolve
RBI of its responsibility
to make payment sys-
tems as far as possible
fraud-proof.
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Dear Reader
Ifyou are facing any
problem inyour neigh-
horhood or strongly
feel aboutanyissue,
youcanwnrite tous.We
will publish your com-

plaintin our columns.
Please send your com-
plaintto editor.
wtonlinedaily@
gmailcom
Orwhatappus
@8885610056
Please mention your
name,addresses and
email i You canaiso
share photographs or
videos aboutthe
issue.
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GCLI launches Phase 2 of ‘Here Now’
campaign for life-stage financial

HYDERABAD
Wakeup telangana

Generali Central Life
Insurance (GCLI) has
launched Phase 2 of its
national brand cam-
paign ‘Here Now’, ex-
panding its focus to
long-term financial
planning across two key
life stages — children’s
future aspirations and
retirement security. The
campaign positions life
insurance not just as
protection, but as a
powerful enabler of
dreams, ambitions and
long-term financial in-
dependence.

Building on the brand’s
refreshed identity after
Central Bank of India

became a joint-venture
partner in 2025, the
campaign reinforces
GCLI’s role as a Life-
time Partner, supporting
customers at every stage
of life — from securing
children’s education and
goals to planning a con-
fident and fulfilling re-
tirement.

The campaign narrative
highlights how present-
day financial planning
empowers individuals to
“Bada Socho for your
bindass dreams”, en-
couraging people to
dream fearlessly and
plan boldly. Campaign
films depict relatable
life moments such as
children imagining am-
bitious futures and cou-
ples rediscovering
freedom and purpose in
retirement, reinforcing
the belief that the future
is built in the present.
For children’s future
planning, key solutions
include the Generali
Central Long Term In-
come Plan, Generali
Central Money Back

Super Plan, and Gener-
ali Central Assured Edu-
cation Plan. For
retirement planning, of-
ferings such as the Gen-
erali Lifetime Partner
Plan, Generali Central
Long Term Income
Plan, and Generali Cen-
tral Money Back Super
Plan provide structured
financial security.
Commenting on the
launch, Mr. Alok
Rungta, MD & CEO,
Generali Central Life
Insurance, said that the
January—March period
is critical for financial
decision-making in
India, especially for life
insurance, as families
reassess priorities. He
emphasised that the ini-

tiative aims to help cus-
tomers view life insur-
ance as a tool to achieve
real-life goals — from
children’s aspirations to
confident retirement
planning — backed by
Generali’s global ex-
pertise and Central
Bank of India’s trusted
legacy.

The campaign is being
rolled out across televi-
sion, digital, Out-of-
Home (OOH), transit
media, pop radio and re-
gional platforms, with a
strong presence in 50+
cities, targeting both
urban and semi-urban
markets to deepen
awareness and acces-
sibility of life insurance
solutions.

Precious Metals Lose
Lustre After Recovery

NEW DELHI
Wakeup telangana

After rebounding on Wed-
nesday, gold and silver
prices once again tumbled
on Thursday. While gold
lost Rs 3600 per 10 gm in
the domestic spot market,
silver made a bigger cor-
rection of Rs 30,000 per
kg. Silver ETFs too de-
clined around 12 per cent
after the metal prices fell.
However, UBS has pre-
dicted that gold prices can
climb $6200 this year. In
the international gold
prices fell 4.65 per cent of
$234 per ounce to $4789
and silver declined more
by 18.6 per cent to $73.57
per ounce. In the Multi-
Commodity Exchange,
the correction was milder.
Gold dropped by 3.75 per
cent to Rs 1,48,455 per 10
gm and silver fell 7.39 per

cent to Rs 2, 39 000 per
kg.

The Delhi spot market,
gold shed Rs 3600 per 10
gm to Rs 1,61,400 and
silver lost Rs 30,000 per
kg while falling to Rs
2,68,000. Both gold and
silver ETFs recorded drop
in prices on Thursday,
while gold ETFs fell
around 5 per cent, the fall
was steeper around 12 per
cent in silver ETFs. Both
gold and silver almost
erased their two-day re-
bound as the US dollar
strengthened on Friday,
supported by signals from
the Federal Reserve that
interest rate cuts may
come more slowly than

markets once hoped. Sen-
timent was further
weighed by Kevin
Warsh’s nomination as

Fed chair, seen as favour-
ing tighter policy. Mean-
while, signs of easing
geopolitical tensions be-
tween the US and Iran
trimmed safe-haven ap-
peal, said Kedia Com-
modities.

Further, mixed data from
the US showed weaker
jobs growth but stronger
services activity. Mean-
while, UBS analysts, in a
report, said that gold’s
rally was far from over,
and prices could climb as
high as $6,200 an ounce
by mid-2026. There could
be some short-term con-
solidation in prices with
consolidation between
$4,500 and 4,800/0z in the
coming days due to vol-
atility from margin calls.

Monetary Policy Committee
May Hold Rates on Friday

HYDERABAD
Wakeup telangana

With domestic growth
holding up and the exter-
nal environment turning
supportive, aided by the
US-India trade deal, econ-
omists expect the central
bank's rate-setting panel
to keep its benchmark re-
purchase rate unchanged
at 5.25 per cent on Friday
and turn towards liquidity
management and mone-
tary transmission. While
the Monetary Policy
Committee (MPC) of the
RBI has cut interest rates
by 125 basis points since
February last year, includ-
ing a quarter point in De-
cember and proactively
injected Rs 6.6 lakh crore
in the current fiscal as part
of open market operations
(OMO), bond yields are
refusing to budge down.
According to an Emkay
report, only 9 per cent of
the rate cut transmission
is visible in bond yields in
this cycle, with the 10
year benchmark yield

down merely 11 basis
points in the cycle com-
pared to 88 per cent in the
2019 cycle of eight
months and an average of
83 per cent for the past
four easing cycles. Says
Sujan Hajra, chief econ-
omist and executive direc-
tor, Anand Rathi Group,
"With GDP growth ex-
pected to moderate mod-
estly, but potential growth
being supported by sus-
tained public-sector capex
and the boost from two
major trade agreements,
the monetary policy cal-
culus remains finely bal-
anced. A calibrated uptick
in retail inflation further
limits the case for near-
term easing. In this
context, the MPC is likely
to stay in wait-and-watch
mode, keeping the repo
rate on hold, as the RBI’s

room for additional cuts
remains constrained."
"Instead, policy focus is
expected to shift toward
liquidity management and
yield-curve stability, par-
ticularly in light of the
Union government’s Rs
17.2 trillion gross borrow-
ing programme. Active
management of system li-
quidity and bond-market
spreads will be far more
critical than adjustments
to the policy rate. Accord-
ingly, no material change
in the policy stance or the
RBI’s macroeconomic
projections is expected at
this meeting," added
Hajra.According to
Bloomberg, banks have
sought permission to free
up some of the cash they
have to park with the RBI
for short-term financial
stress requirements. Meet-
ings between the RBI and
several banks took place
over the past two weeks,
they said. India's economy
is set to expand at over 7
per cent for a second
straight year beginning
April and the rupee.

Import of Platinum Articles Restricted

CHENNAI
Wakeup telangana

Curbing the illicit import of gold
in the garb of platinum, the gov-
ernment has restricted the import
of articles of platinum. The import
of platinum articles, which were
free earlier, has now been re-
stricted by the Commerce Mini-

stry. According to industry

insiders, gold was being imported

into the country duty-free by clas-
sifying it as platinum. As per the
rules, any article with 2.75 per

cent of platinum content is termed
as platinum and platinum imports
are duty-free.

Some of the importers have been
using this loophole and importing
articles with 97.25 per cent of
gold content and 2.75 per cent of
platinum, duty-free. In FY25,
platinum imports had doubled to

stricted the import of platinum ar-
ticles. Once, the import of an ar-
ticle is put in a restricted category,
importers need to obtain a license,
authorization, or permit from the
government before importing. Im-
porting without a licence is illegal
and attracts severe penalties.
Further, it is also subject to rigor-

$9.75 million. Platinum imports
have surged in this fiscal as well.
Hence, the government has re-

ous checks on arrival. The au-
thorities can seize the article as
well.

Apple Plans To Launch Store in Hyderabad, Begins Hiring

HYDERABAD
Wakeup telangana

Apple is set to strengthen
its retail presence in India
with plans to open a new
physical store in Hydera-
bad in early 2027, ac-
cording to industry
reports. The tech giant
has already begun prepa-
rations by listing multiple
job openings for the Hy-
derabad location on its
official careers portal, in-
cluding roles such as
Senior Manager, Genius,
and Store Leader — a
move that typically sig-
nals store launches
nearly a year in ad-
vance.The Hyderabad

store will mark Apple’s
continued expansion
strategy in India’s rapidly
growing premium smart-
phone market. In ad-
dition, Apple is also
expected to open another
retail outlet in Mumbai
later this year, further
deepening its footprint in
key metropolitan mar-
kets.

This expansion follows
Apple’s recent retail mile-
stones in the country. The
company inaugurated its
Noida store in December
2025, adding to its grow-
ing network of physical
retail outlets.

Earlier, Apple launched
its online store in India in

2020, followed by its first
flagship physical stores in
Mumbai and Delhi in
2023. Since then, Apple
has steadily expanded
with additional stores in
Bengaluru, Pune, and
Noida, reflecting its long-
term commitment to the
Indian market.Apple’s re-
tail growth aligns with its
rising dominance in

India’s smartphone value
segment. The company
recently achieved its
highest-ever value mar-
ket share of 28% in India,
according to Counter-
point Research.

This growth has been
driven by a strong “premi-
umisation” trend, where
Indian consumers in-
creasingly prefer high-
end smartphones.In
2024, Apple held a 23%
value share, but its per-
formance surged in 2025
due to the success of the
iPhone 16 series, sup-
ported by aggressive fi-
nancing options, trade-in
programs, and festival-
season promotions.

Counterpoint Research
noted that Apple led the
Indian smartphone mar-
ket in value terms in
2025, with the iPhone 16
emerging as the top-
shipped model in the
country — marking the
highest-ever annual ship-
ment share for an iPhone
in India.With expanding
retail infrastructure, grow-
ing consumer demand for
premium devices, and
strong product perform-
ance, Apple continues to
consolidate its position as
a dominant player in
India’s premium smart-
phone ecosystem.

Aditya Birla Index: Al
Fears, Scams, Mental
Health Worry Vijayawada

VIJAYAWADA
Wakeup telangana

Vijayawada is one of the
more confident cities in
India, with an 3{-Nishchit
Index score of 63, which
is lower than the national
average (79) and the
South Zone (71), accord-
ing to Aditya Birla Sun
Life Insurance’s (ABSLI)
3{-Nishchit Index 2.0.
This means people in Vi-
jayawada feel more se-
cure compared to many
other parts of the country.
However, they still face
many growing worries.
The main concerns are
the fear of losing jobs due
to Al, the risk of online
scams, and the increase in
mental health problems.
Other worries include re-
ligious tensions, natural
disasters, rising prices
and cost of living, climate
issues, and difficulty in
seeking mental health
support. Many people

also struggle with work-
life balance and spending
quality time with family.

Uncertainty is lowest in
SEC A (59) and highest
in SEC C (66). People
with two insurance pol-
icies feel the most secure
(Index 49), while anxiety
is higher among those
with three policies. Gen
X is the most worried age
group, while men and
women show similar
levels of concern.

The study is based on a
survey of 3,583 people
and 21 interviews across
India.

It shows that even in a
relatively stable city like
Vijayawada, technology
changes, financial pres-
sure, social problems, and
mental health issues are
shaping people’s fears.
This highlights the need
for better planning, pro-
tection, and support to
build long-term con-
fidence and security.

India To Help Globhal Rice
Production Touch Record High: FAO

NEW DELHI
Wakeup telangana

The global production of
rice for 2025-26 is ex-
pected to touch record
high levels with India ac-
counting for much of the
revision in the forecast,
finds the UN Food and
Agriculture Organisation.
Meanwhile, global food
commodity prices de-
clined in January for the
fifth consecutive month.
Global rice production in
2025-26 is now forecast at
561.6 million tonnes, up 2
per cent year-on-year and
an all-time high. FAO has
increased its global pro-
duction forecast for rice
for 2025-26 by 2.9 million
tonnes since December.
“India accounts for much
of this revision, consistent
with higher official as-
sessments of the 2024-25
harvest in the country, and
with the strong pace of
Rabi crop plantings reg-
istered during the ongoing
season,” FAO said. FAO
also anticipates world rice

utilization to reach a
record high of 554.9 mil-
lion tonnes in 2025/26, up
2.7 per cent year-over-
year and 2.1 million
tonnes more than pre-
dicted in December.
World rice stocks at the
close of 2025-26 market-
ing years are now antici-
pated to rise 3.8 per cent
above their opening level
to a fresh peak of 217.7
million tonnes. Stockpiles
would stand 9,00,000
tonnes above December
expectations, mainly mir-
roring an upgrade to re-
serve expectations for
India. According to FAO,
the world food commod-
ity prices declined in
January for the fifth con-
secutive month, led by
lower international quota-
tions for dairy, sugar and
meat products.

The dairy price index fell

by 5.0 per cent from De-
cember, driven largely by
lower prices for cheese
and butter amid ample
availability. The sugar
price index declined by
1.0 per cent in January, re-
flecting expectations of
increased supplies in the
current season, under-
pinned by a significant
production rebound in
India, Thailand, and Bra-
zil. The meat price index
declined by 0.4 per cent
from December, driven by
lower pig meat quotations
amid ample global
supplies and subdued in-
ternational demand Ho-
wever, the Cereal Price
Index increased slightly
by 0.2 per cent from De-
cember, despite marginal
declines of world wheat
and maize prices. The
FAO All-Rice Price Index
rose by 1.8 per cent from
December, reflecting
firmer demand for fra-
grant rice varieties and
vegetable oil price index
increased by 2.1 per cent
in January.

Maruti Suzuki to Set Up 4
Automated DL Test Tracks in AP

NEW DELHI
Wakeup telangana

Maruti Suzuki India Lim-
ited has signed a Mem-
orandum of Agreement
(MoA) with the Transport
Department, Government
of Andhra Pradesh, to es-
tablish and maintain four
Automated Driving Test
Tracks (ADTTs) under its
Corporate Social Respon-
sibility (CSR) initiative.
The ADTTs will be set up
at Regional Transport Of-
fice (RTO) locations in
Eluru, Ongole, Vizianaga-
ram, and Anakapalli, ai-
ming to modernize and
standardize the driving li-
cense testing process ac-
ross the state. These
technology-enabled tracks
will serve applicants for
Light Motor Vehicles
(LMV) and Two-
Wheelers (TW), while the
Ongole facility will also
cater to Heavy Motor Ve-
hicle (HMV) applicants.
Under the agreement,
Maruti Suzuki will auto-
mate and maintain the test
tracks for a period of three
years from the date of

Maruti Suzuki's ADTT Network

in Andhra Pradesh e

commissioning. The
ADTTs will be equipped
with high-definition cam-
eras, RFID sensors, real-
time analytics, and an
integrated IT system, en-
abling a transparent, ob-
jective, and fully
automated testing process
with zero human interven-
tion. The system will en-
sure strict compliance
with Central Motor Ve-
hicle Rules (CMVR), with
test results generated
automatically.

Maruti Suzuki Managing
Director and CEO Hisashi
Takeuchi said the initia-
tive aligns with Andhra
Pradesh Chief Minister N.
Chandrababu Naidu’s vi-
sion for technology-
driven governance, adding
that the automated system
will ensure only skilled

drivers are issued li-
censes, thereby enhancing
road safety.

Transport Commissioner
Manish Kumar Sinha,
IPS, said the project
would bring uniformity,
transparency, and objec-
tivity in license testing.
Maruti Suzuki will sup-
port system integration
with the SARATHI plat-
form, training of person-
nel, and maintenance,
while the Transport De-
partment will provide in-
frastructure, civil works,
power supply, security,
and operational support.
The initiative is expected
to significantly strengthen
road safety and improve
the efficiency of driving
license issuance in Andhra
Pradesh.
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Dil Raju's SVC Bags Yash's Toxic
AP Telangana Distribution Rights

oxic: A Fairytale
for Grown-Ups
has stormed into

the record books, rewrit-
ing the rules of pan-In-
dian cinema even before

its theatrical release. In
a deal poised to send
shockwaves across the
industry, Sri Venkates-
wara Creations (SVC),
led by Dil Raju, has ac-
quired the Andhra Pra-
desh and Telangana
distribution rights for a
staggering %120 crore
(advance on commis-
sion basis), officially
marking it as the biggest
acquisition ever for a
non-Telugu origin film.
The landmark deal be-
tween the makers of
Toxic (KVN Productions
and Monster Mind Crea-
tions) and SVC further
cements the film as one
of the most anticipated
cinematic spectacles,
underlining the extraor-
dinary confidence the
trade has in the film’s
scale, appeal, and box-
office potential. With
three major contenders
aggressively vying for
the AP-TG rights, SVC
ultimately emerged vic-
torious, sealing what is
now being hailed as one
of the most defining dis-
tribution deals in recent
Indian cinema.

Rocking Star Yash’s
Toxic is viewed as a
powerful symbol of how

by Yash and Geetu Mo-
handas and directed by
Geetu Mohandas, Toxic:
A Fairytale for Grown-
Ups has been simulta-
neously shot in Kannada

true star power, compel-
ling vision, and cine-
matic ambition can
dissolve linguistic
boundaries. From the
ground up, the film has
generated unprece-
dented buzz, visible in
the massive on-ground
excitement, the organic
fan frenzy across coun-
tries, and the consistent
interest from multiple
territories beyond AP
and Telangana. The love
Yash commands on the
streets, across cities
and regions, reflects a
rare phenomenon where
India feels united by a
star and the cinema he
represents. In the Telugu
states especially, Rock-
ing Star Yash is em-
braced as one of their
own, with audiences
eagerly waiting for his
next since KGF Chapter
2—a sentiment that is

now clearly reflected in
the strong early
numbers and pre-re-
lease traction.

Dil Raju of Sri Venka-
teswara Creations, said,
“Yash stands as a for-
midable titan of Indian
cinema, and post KGF
2, his market has only
grown stronger across
the world. The au-
dience’s anticipation for
his next after KGF 2 has
been building for a while
now. With a four-year
wait, the buzz and ex-
pectations around this
film are massive. We at
SVC are stoked to pres-
ent this prestigious proj-
ect and hope to continue
collaborating with Yash
on many more films”
The partnership with Sri
Venkateswara Creations
further reinforces the
film’s positioning. Led by
Dil Raju, the banner is

widely regarded as one
of the most prestigious
and trusted forces in In-
dian cinema, with a leg-
acy built on National
Award—winning films
and multiple blockbuster
successes. SVC'’s asso-
ciation reflects strong
confidence in Toxic’s
content, scale, and long-
term theatrical poten-
tial—especially in the
Andhra Pradesh and Te-
langana market, a re-
gion known for its
deep-rooted love for
cinema and its stature
as one of the industry’s
most influential and vi-
brant territories. For au-
diences and fans, this
alliance sets expecta-
tions soaring—from
massive theatrical reach
and high-visibility pro-
motions to a big-screen
experience crafted to be
larger than life. Written

and English, with
dubbed versions
planned in Hindi, Telugu,
Tamil, Malayalam, and
several other languages,
underscoring the film’s
global ambition. The film
boasts a formidable
technical lineup, with
National Award-winning
cinematographer Rajeev
Ravi behind the lens,
music composed by
Ravi Basrur, editing by
Ujwal Kulkarni, and pro-
duction design by TP
Abid.

The action sequences
are mounted on a grand
scale, choreographed by
Hollywood action direc-
tor JJ Perry (John Wick),
alongside National
Award-winning action di-
rectors Anbariv and
Kecha Khamphakdee.
Produced by Venkat K.
Narayana and Yash
under the banners of
KVN Productions and
Monster Mind Creations,
Toxic is slated for a
worldwide theatrical re-
lease on 19 March
2026, strategically coin-
ciding with Eid, Ugadi,
and Gudi Padwa- solidi-
fying its status as a
major cinematic event.

Bhumika Chawla Breaks Down While Speaking About ‘Euphoria

one of the emotional pillars of

MUMBAI
Wakeup telangana

Bhumika Chawla, who rose to
stardom with blockbuster
films such as Kushi (with
Pawan Kalyan), Okkadu (with
Mahesh Babu), and Simhadri
(with Jr NTR), is currently
playing a pivotal part in her
upcoming film Euphoria and

left the audience deeply

moved when she broke down
while addressing the media at

a promotional event.
After a brief break from

cinema, Bhumika made a suc-
cessful comeback with Nani’s
MCA and has since been care-
fully selecting roles with emo-

tional depth. Euphoria marks a
significant reunion with direc-
tor Gunasekhar, who earlier
helmed Okkadu, one of the
biggest hits of her career.

The teaser suggests that Bhu-

il

mika portrays a powerful and
emotionally intense character.
Based on real-life incidents,
the film reportedly explores
complex human emotions,
with Bhumika’s role forming

the narrative. Speaking at the
event, the actress shared how
deeply the role impacted her
personal life. “There were
many nights when I couldn’t
sleep properly. Sometimes |
would wake up at one o’clock,
sometimes at two. My mind
was constantly occupied with
the character,” she said. As
she continued, Bhumika be-
came overwhelmed and broke
down on stage. Though she
briefly stepped away from the
microphone and tried to re-
gain composure, she was un-
able to hold back her tears and
grew emotional once again.

Pushpa 2 Among Top 10
Highest Earning Indian
Films At Japan Box Office

MUMBAI
Wakeup telangana

Icon star Allu Arjun's
Pushpa 2: The Rule was
released in Japan as
Pushpa Kunrin on January
16 and collected over Rs 6
crore. The lead stars of the
film, Arjun and Rashmika
Mandanna, went to Japan
and participated in the
promotional events. Yet
the film had a slow start
but later it managed to be-
come one of the top 10
highest-grossing Indian
films in the country.
Within just two weeks of
its release, the film has
achieved this landmark.
According to trade web-
site Sacnilk, Pushpa 2 col-

lected Rs 6.06 crore in
just 14 days of its release,
and sprinted Aamir Khan's
Dhoom 3 (Rs 6.03 crore)
to take over the 10th spot.
The film registered a good
box office collection in
Tokyo and Osaka, due to
word of mouth publicity.
Now, let us see which In-
dian films are among the
10 highest-grossing in

Japan. The top spot is held
by RRR, which registered
a collection of a whopping
Rs 139.79 crore, being the
first and only film to cross
the 2 billion Yen mark.
Mutthu occupied the sec-
ond position in list gros-
sing Rs 23.39 crore,
followed by Bahubali 2:
The Conclusion (17.61
crore), 3 Idiots (Rs 9.81
crore), English Vinglish
(Rs 9.24 crore), The
Lunchbox (Rs 8.66 crore),
Sahoo (Rs 7.56 crore) and
Magadheera (Rs 7.51
crore). Pushpa 2 will have
to cross Rajnikanth's En-
thiran to take the ninth
spot. The movie collected
Rs 1,871 crore worldwide.

Malviya Slams ‘Mardaani 3
Fake News Campaign

MUMBAI
Wakeup telangana

BJP IT Cell chief Amit
Malviya on Friday ac-
cused the makers of the
film Mardaani 3 of run-
ning a misleading promo-
tional campaign disguised
as a news report, claiming
that hundreds of women
and children were missing
in Delhi, thereby spread-
ing false information and
public panic.

Malviya, the National In-
charge of the BJP’s Infor-
mation & Technology
Wing, alleged that an on-
line report stating that
“800+ people, especially
women and children, are
missing in Delhi” was not
genuine journalism but a
paid advertorial created to
promote the Yash Raj
Films production Mar-
daani 3. He said the report
coincided with the film’s
release and was delib-
erately designed to appear
like credible news
content.

Re-sharing a video on so-
cial media platform X
(formerly Twitter), Mal-

viya claimed that the so-
called report was part of a
calculated publicity
strategy. He alleged that
several influencers and
media platforms cir-
culated the content with-
out verifying its
authenticity, thereby am-
plifying misinformation
among the public.
Calling it “nothing but a
paid campaign,” Malviya
said the deliberate use of
fear-based messaging to
promote a commercial
film was unethical and
dangerous. He further
stated that such practices
undermine responsible
journalism and public

trust in media. According
to Malviya, the circulation
of the unverified claim
caused unnecessary alarm
among citizens, especially
parents and women, and
distorted the real issue of
crime reporting and public
safety. He added that
spreading unverified data
under the guise of news
amounts to manipulation
of public sentiment.

He also claimed that the
Delhi Police would take
strict action against those
responsible for spreading
the false information and
misleading content. Mal-
viya emphasized the need
for accountability from
filmmakers, media plat-
forms, and digital in-
fluencers involved in
promoting unverified
claims. The controversy
has sparked debate over
ethical film promotion,
paid media campaigns,
and the misuse of social
issues for commercial
publicity, raising serious
concerns about misinfor-
mation, digital respon-
sibility, and the credibility
of online news platforms.

IndiaWin Under-19  Jiostar Unveils Record Talent Line-Up
for ICC Men's T20 Worid Cup 2026

World Cup 2026 Title

NEW DELHI
Wakeup telangana

India U-19 produced a
commanding all-round
performance to defeat
England U-19 by 100 runs
in the final of the ICC
Under-19 World Cup 2026
at the Harare Sports Club
on Sunday. Riding on a
breathtaking century by
Vaibhav Sooryavanshi,
India posted a massive
411 for 9 and then bowled
England out for 311 in
40.2 overs. After winning
the toss and opting to bat,
India U-19 laid a strong
foundation despite an
early wicket. Vaibhav
Sooryavanshi played a
sensational knock of 175
off just 80 balls, smashing
15 fours and 15 sixes at a
strike rate of 218.75, com-
pletely dismantling the
England bowling attack.
Captain Ayush Mhatre
contributed a steady 53,
while Abhigyan Kundu
(40) and Kanishk Chou-
han (37 not out) added
valuable runs in the mid-
dle and death overs to
take India past the 400-
run mark. In reply, Eng-

land U-19 began posi-
tively, with Ben Dawkins
(66) and Ben Mayes (45)
keeping the chase alive.
Caleb Falconer fought a
lone battle with a brilliant
115 off 67 balls, but regu-
lar wickets at the other
end halted England’s mo-
mentum. India’s bowlers
maintained pressure, with
RS Ambrish picking up

three wickets, while Ka-
nishk Chouhan and Deep-
esh Devendran claimed
two wickets each. England
were eventually bowled
out for 311, falling short by
100 runs, as India U-19
sealed a comprehensive
victory to lift the ICC
Under-19 World Cup 2026
title in emphatic fashion.

NEW DELHI
Wakeup telangana

As Team India prepares
to repeat and defeat his-
tory at the ICC Men’s
T20 World Cup 2026 in
India and Sri Lanka,
JioStar announced the
biggest ever experts
panel for an ICC event
today, headlined by
former ICC Men’s T20
World Cup winners,
former India stars, and
T20 champions. JioStar’s
panel of over 100 top ex-
perts and renowned
broadcasters will support
the ICCTV world feed
talent roster to bring all
the action from the ICC
Men’s T20 World Cup
India and Sri Lanka 2026
to viewers across nine
languages - English,
Hindi, Tamil, Telugu,
Kannada, Marathi, Ban-
gla, and for the first time
in an ICC World Cup in
Bhojpuri and Haryanvi
too.

ICC Men’s T20 World

Cup 2024 Champion
Yuzvendra Chahal makes
his World Cup commen-
tary debut with JioStar,
alongside ICC Men’s T20
World Cup 2007 Cham-
pions Irfan Pathan, Harb-
hajan Singh, Virender
Sehwag, Dinesh Karthik,
Robin Uthappa, and Pi-
yush Chawla. India’s first
centurion at the ICC
Men’s T20 World Cup,
Suresh Raina will join
the panel along with
former India Head
Coach, Anil Kumble,
former India Assistant
Coach Abhishek Nayar,
and former India Batting
Coach Sanjay Bangar.

In addition, viewers will
also be able to enjoy in-
sights, dressing room
stories, anecdotes, and
live commentary from
ICC Men’s T20 World
Cup 2014 Champions
Kumar Sangakkara and
Angelo Mathews, ICC
Men’s T20 World Cup
2016 Champions Carlos
Brathwaite and Samuel
Badree, current South Af-

VIRENDER SEHWAG

PIYUSH CHAWLA

rica Test and ODI captain
Temba Bavuma, and a
host of former ICC World
Cup champions such as
Eoin Morgan, Matthew
Hayden, Ravi Shastri,
and Sunil Gavaskar. Fans
can enjoy comprehensive
coverage of the marquee
biennial tournament as
iconic names such as
Harsha Bhogle, Nasser
Hussain, Ian Bishop, Tan
Smith, Michael Atherton,
Shaun Pollock, Dale
Steyn, and Simon Doull
also join the ICCTV cast.
Besides incisive cover-
age of the ICC Men’s
T20 World Cup 2026,
fans will also be treated
to several innovations
throughout the tourna-
ment on JioHotstar, such

IRFAN PAYN.AN
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HARBHAJAN SINGH

YUZVENDRA CHAHAL

as MaxView in English
and Hindi on mobile,
while Indian Sign Lan-
guage will be available
for all India games and
the knockouts. Viewers
will also have the option
to watch the games
through five Multi-cams
on JioHotstar - Hero
Cam, Stump Cam, Batter
Cam, Field View, and
Multi View that get them
up close to the action.
“As Team India mounts
its greatest effort to de-
feat history - the fact that
no team has ever de-
fended the T20 World
Cup Title — our endea-
vour is to put together a
spectacle that would
match the occasion.” said
Siddharth Sharma, Head

— Sports Content, JioStar.
“JioStar’s broadcast of
the ICC Men’s T20
World Cup 2026 is de-
signed to captivate core
fans as well as thrill ca-
sual viewers, with former
ICC World Cup winners
in commentary, along
with a host of interactive
features and bespoke
camera angles on JioHot-
star. As Team India at-
tempts to become the
first ever nation to lift the
trophy thrice, JioStar will
continue to give viewers
the ultimate broadcast
experience .” India begin
their [CC Men’s T20
World Cup 2026 cam-
paign against USA in
Mumbeai on February 7,
followed by matches
against Namibia on Feb-
ruary 12, Pakistan on
February 15, and the
Netherlands on February
18. The tournament runs
from February 7 to
March 8, with all
matches live on JioHot-
star and Star Sports Net-
work.
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Hyderahad task force arrests
woman with 11.4 kg ganja in SR Nagar
I Team, Hyderabad, in coordination with SR

Nagar police, arrested a woman for possessing
a large quantity of dry ganja on Thursday, February 5.
The total value of the seized contraband is estimated at
Rs 5.7 lakh.The accused has been identified as Rinita
Raita, wife of Ananta Raita, aged 30 years. She is a
farmer by occupation and a resident of Kesariguda vil-
lage in Antaraba Post of Gajapati district, Odisha. Po-
lice described her as a sub-peddler.

Officials seized 11.4 kilograms of dry ganja along with
one mobile phone from her possession.According to
police, the accused revealed that her family was facing
severe financial difficulties. Her husband works as a
farmer and earns daily wages. She had also been work-
ing as a daily labourer at construction sites.Police said
the woman came to know that her cousin, Maniel Dala-
behera, a resident of Patangapadar village in Odisha,

was involved in supplying ganja to other states, includ-
ing Hyderabad and Rangareddy districts.

he Commissioner’s Task Force, West Zone

Actagainst illegal Bangladesh immigrants
in Hyderahad: BGUC to Commissioner

delegation of the Bhagyanagar Ganesh Utsav
A Committee (BGUC) on Friday, February 6,
met Hyderabad Commissioner of Police VC

Sajjanar and sought stringent action against what it de-
scribed as “illegal Bangladesh immigrants” in the city,
with a special focus on the Balapur area.The delegation
met the Commissioner at Kotwal House, Purani Haveli,
on Friday afternoon and submitted a representation de-
manding a major operation across Hyderabad to “iden-
tify and detain all infiltrators.”

In the memorandum, BGUC general secretary Dr Rav-
inuthala Shashidar urged the police to register first in-
formation reports (FIR) against those allegedly
involved in facilitating illegal identity documents and
to work in coordination with the Ministry of Home Af-
fairs (MHA) for the immediate deportation of identified
illegal immigrants under the provisions of the For-
eigners Act.The committee also called for the removal
of what it termed illegal settlements around sensitive
defence installations, arguing that such areas must be
cleared to ensure secure buffer zones.

The latest representation comes amid continuing con-
troversy over the “Dharma Raksha Sabha,” a public
meeting held at Balapur on January 24, which was or-
ganised by groups associated with the BGUC. The
event was conducted after the Telangana High Court di-
rected the police to grant permission for the “Dharma
Raksha Sabha” (save religion congregation) at Ganesh
Chowk in Hyderabad’s Balapur on January 24.

Telangana to Pilot Common
Civic Billing System

he state government is preparing to launch a
I common billing system to simplify civic pay-

ments and improve revenue collection across
urban local bodies. The new platform will consolidate
multiple municipal charges — including property tax,
water charges, drainage fees and electricity bills — into
a single digital portal. The initiative will be rolled out on
a pilot basis within the GHMC limits. Officials believe
the move will address long-standing issues such as bil-
ling errors, delayed collections and revenue leakages,
while improving compliance and strengthening munici-
pal finances.

GHMC commissioner R.V. Karnan has instructed zonal
and deputy commissioners to begin preparations. At a
recent review meeting, Chief Minister A. Revanth
Reddy directed the municipal administration and urban
development (MA&UD) department to examine and im-
plement the proposal for a unified bill covering property
tax, electricity, water and drainage charges. In the first
phase, officials will map mobile numbers linked to Prop-
erty Tax Identification Numbers (PTINs) with those reg-
istered with the Telangana Southern Power Distribution
Company Limited (TGSPDCL) to improve billing accu-
racy and enable digital communication with consumers.
GHMC field staff will conduct a joint door-to-door sur-
vey with TGSPDCL meter readers, with bill collectors
accompanying them to verify and update mobile
numbers using handheld devices.

Officials said the integration of databases would reduce
duplication, improve transparency and ensure timely de-
livery of bills. Citizens will benefit from a single pay-
ment cycle instead of managing multiple bills from
different departments. If successful, the pilot project will
be expanded across Telangana. The government views
the initiative as a major step towards digital governance,
transparent civic administration and smarter manage-
ment of urban finances, while easing compliance for
property owners and businesses.
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Hyderabad to Become
Global Film Capital: Bhatti

Hyderabad to Become Global Film Hub, Gaddar Awards on Grand Scale

HYDERABAD
Wakeup telangana

Deputy Chief Minister
Mallu Bhatti Vikramarka
on Friday said the Gaddar
Film Awards function,
scheduled to be held on
Ugadi, would be orga-
nised on a grand scale
with support from the
state government, and
would be aimed at draw-
ing global film industry
attention to Hyderabad.
He was speaking after
inaugurating the film
screening programme of
the awards. Paying trib-
utes to revolutionary poet
Gaddar, Bhatti described
him as a towering figure

who used art as a means
of social transformation
and dedicated his life to
the people. He said the
Congress government in-
stituted the awards in
Gaddar’s name to honour

his ideals, and noted that
this year marks the second
edition.

Bhatti said Hyderabad
should expand beyond
being a centre for Telugu
cinema and develop into a

hub for films across In-
dian languages. He said
the state government was
working to position Hy-
derabad as a global film
industry capital, citing fa-
vourable climate, skilled
workforce and strong law
and order. He said cinema
played a role in conveying
social messages and gen-
erating economic activity,
and referred to the Telugu
film industry’s global rec-
ognition, including
achievements at the Os-
cars. Under the leadership
of Chief Minister A Re-
vanth Reddy, he said the
government was com-
mitted to strengthening
Hyderabad’s position as a
world-class film hub.

SIT to Name More Accused
in Phone Tapping Case

HYDERABAD
Wakeup telangana

The Special Investigation
Team (SIT), which ques-
tioned BRS president and
former chief minister K.
Chandrasekhar Rao and
his family members in con-
nection with the phone-
tapping case, is likely to
name some more accused
in its FIR and file a charge-
sheet before the court.

A team of SIT officials re-
portedly cross-checked the
details recorded during the
questioning of Chandra-
shekar Rao, former minis-
ters K.T. Rama Rao, T.
Harish Rao and J. Santosh

Kumar with the statements
of accused police officers
G. Praneeth Rao, P.
Radha Kishan Rao, N.
Bhujanga Rao and M. Tiru-
patanna.

The SIT would also focus
the reasons the BRS lead-
ership continued with
prime accused T. Prabha-
kar Rao as SIB chief even
after his retirement.

Uttam: Congress govt changed the life

HYDERABAD
Wakeup telangana

Irrigation minister N. Uttam
Kumar Reddy announced
that water will be provided to
an additional two lakh acres
in the Nizamabad Rural As-
sembly constituency. He was
speaking at an event where
Chief Minister A. Revanth
Reddy laid the foundation
stones for several devel-
opment works in the constit-
uency on Friday. The
minister said that after the
Congress came to power,
welfare and development ac-
tivities had gained momen-
tum, and he urged the

people of Nizamabad to rec-
ognise this progress.

He noted that in the final
phase of BRS rule, during
the kharif season, the then

government spent Rs 923
crore to procure 4.2 lakh
metric tonnes of paddy,
whereas in the current kharif
season, the Congress gov-
ernment spent Rs 2,000
crore, including and mini-
mum support price and
bonus for fine varieties, to
procure 7 lakh metric tonnes
of paddy. He said that the
fine rice distribution pro-
gramme initiated by the Con-
gress government was
historic. He noted that 16
lakh beneficiaries in the un-
divided Nizamabad district
are being supplied with free,
high-quality fine rice, after
adding 1.2 lakh beneficiaris.

of the poor

This was against coarse rice
distributed to 12.8 lakh bene-
ficiaries by the then BRS
government.

In Nizamabad Municipal
Corporation limits, the BRS
government supplied coarse
rice to 2.5 lakh beneficiaries
whereas the Congress gov-
ernment added 65,000 bene-
ficiaries and was distributing
fine rice to 3.15 lakh people,
he explained. Uttam Kumar
Reddy remarked that during
the ten years of BRS rule,
not a single new white ration
card was issued, whereas
the Congress after it came to
power, had sanctioned new
white ration cards.

HYDRAA demolishes illegal structures
from Sumar Kunta in Medchal

HYDERABAD
Wakeup telangana

Hyderabad Disaster Re-
sponse and Asset Protection
Agency (HYDRAA) on Fri-
day, February 6, carried out
operations in several areas,
removing encroachments
from FTL limits and protect-
ing government land and re-
ligious structures. In the
Gandimaisamma mandal of
Medchal-Malkajigiri district,
HYDRAA removed illegal
structures from Sumar
Kunta in Dulapally village,
which is spread over 42
acres.

According to HYDRAA, the
ridge of the pond was filled
with soil and several scrap
shops, dhabas, container
manufacturing shops and
welding shops were set up
inside the FTL.HYDRAA ob-
jected to these establish-
ments, saying they would
cause problems during the
monsoon. They said that
only agriculture could be
carried out inside the FTL
area when there is no water,
but constructing these struc-
tures was completely illegal.

Additionally, HYDRAA also
prevented encroachment of
about 3.5 acres of land in
survey number 128/1 of
Yousufguda, Khairatabad,
that had earlier been taken
over by the government
from private landowners
under the Urban Land Ceil-
ing (ULC) Act.

A case has also been reg-
istered at Borabanda police
station against Sharif Khan,
who attempted to illegally
occupy 3,600 square yards
of this land by using fake
documents, falsely claiming
that the ULC land had been
cleared by the government,
HYDRAA said.lt also re-
moved illegal sand and brick
businesses, demolished
temporary sheds, and
fenced around 3.2 acres of
land to prevent further en-
croachment.

HYDRAA also put up boards
in Ramakrishna Nagar Col-
ony located in Nagaram vil-
lage of Keesara mandal,
Medchal-Malkajgiri district,
indicating that 1365 yards of
land there belonged to a
Shiva temple.

GHMC Set for Trifurcation: Hyderabad, Cyberabad, and Malkajgiri Corporations To Be Formed

HYDERABAD
Wakeup telangana

The Greater Hyderabad
Municipal Corporation
(GHMC), India’s largest
municipal body, will be
divided into three inde-
pendent municipal corpo-
rations after the tenure of
its elected representatives
ends on February 10, ac-
cording to sources. The
proposed new civic
bodies will be named Hy-
derabad, Cyberabad, and
Malkajgiri corporations.

Sources said the reorga-
nisation aims to improve
governance and admin-
istrative efficiency by de-
centralising urban
management in the rap-
idly expanding Hydera-
bad metropolitan region.
Out of the existing 12
zones of GHMC, the Hy-
derabad Corporation will
have the largest share
with six zones — Secun-
derabad, Khairathabad,
Golconda, Charminar, Ra-
jendranagar and Sham-
shabad.

The Cyberabad Corpora-
tion will consist of the
western zones of Kukat-
pally, Quthbullapur and
Serilingampally, while the
Malkajgiri Corporation
will include the eastern
zones of Malkajgiri,
Uppal and LB Nagar.
Sources also indicated
that the Cyberabad Cor-

poration may alternatively

be named the Serilingam-
pally Corporation.
Following the end of the
GHMC Council’s tenure,
Special Chief Secretary
Jayesh Ranjan (Metropol-
itan Area and Urban De-
velopment — HMDA
limits) is expected to take
charge of city administra-
tion as Special Commis-
sioner.

In terms of admin-
istrative leadership,
GHMC Commissioner
R.V. Karnan (2012-batch

IAS) and Additional
Commissioner G. Srijana
(2013-batch IAS) are
under consideration to
head either the Hyderabad
or Cyberabad corpora-
tions. Meanwhile, T.
Vinay Krishna Reddy, a
2013-batch IAS officer, is
set to serve as the Com-
missioner of the Mal-
kajgiri Corporation.
Proposed head offices
have also been identified.
The HMDA building at
Tarnaka is likely to func-
tion as the headquarters of

the Malkajgiri Corpora-
tion, while the National
Academy of Construction
(NAC) office in Madha-
pur may serve as the Cy-
berabad Corporation’s
head office. The existing
GHMC headquarters at
Lower Tank Bund will
continue as the head of-
fice of the Hyderabad
Corporation. The restruc-
turing marks a major ad-
ministrative
transformation in Hydera-
bad’s urban governance
system.

CyberFest 2026 Inaugurated
at CBIT Hyderabad

HYDERABAD
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CyberFest 2026, a national-
level cybersecurity conclave
organized by the Digital De-
fence Club, was inaugurated
at Chaitanya Bharathi Insti-
tute of Technology (CBIT),
Hyderabad, with participa-
tion from over 500 students
from colleges across the
country. The event focuses
on creating cybersecurity
awareness, enhancing techni-
cal skills, and providing
hands-on exposure through a
Hackathon, Capture The Flag
(CTF) competition, and tech-
nical workshops.

Dr. M. Venugopala Chari,
Head of the IT Department,
highlighted cybersecurity as
a rapidly growing field
driven by Artificial Intelli-
gence and emerging technol-

ogies, encouraging students
to develop future-ready
skills. CBIT Principal C. V.
Narasimhulu expressed pride
in the large turnout and par-
ticipation from multiple
states, reaffirming CBIT’s
commitment to innovation
and technical excellence.The
Chief Guest, Dr. Sriram Bi-
rudavolu, CEO of DSCI, de-
livered an insightful keynote
on real-world hacking sce-
narios, career paths in cy-
bersecurity, and the role of
Al in shaping cyber defense.
Guest of Honour Mr. G.
Vimal Kumar, CTO of Cyber
Privilege, emphasized practi-
cal learning and ethical re-
sponsibility. The ceremony
concluded with a vote of
thanks, appreciating the ef-
forts of the Digital Defence
Club.

Centre

HYDERABAD
Wakeup telangana

Union minister for con-
sumer affairs Pralhad
Joshi announced that the
Centre was ready to re-
lease Rs 28,740 crore for
the second phase of the
Hyderabad Metro Rail,
provided the Telangana
government completed its
takeover deal with L&T
for Phase I and submitted
a detailed project report
(DPR) for the new sec-
tion. Addressing journal-
ists at the BJP office in
Nampally, Joshi said Te-
langana would receive Rs
33,180 crore through 41
per cent tax devolution, as
recommended by the 15th
Finance Commission.
Urban local bodies would
get an additional Rs
11,448 crore. He noted

offers Rs 28,740 cr for
Hyderabad Metro Phase |l

Centre ready to fund Phase-Il Metro if Telangana clears L&T takeover, submits DPR

that Telangana had re-
ceived Rs 12.5 lakh crore
from the Centre over the
past 12 years and high-
lighted the record Rs
5,337 crore allocation for
railway infrastructure
projects in the FY 2026—
27 Budget, compared to
Rs 886 crore for un-
divided Andhra Pradesh
during the UPA era.

To compete with major
economies as India rose to
third place globally, Joshi
said the Centre had hiked
capital expenditure to Rs

12 lakh crore, up from Rs
2 lakh crore in the UPA
era, to boost infrastruc-
ture. He added that the
Centre had identified 24
critical minerals vital for
semiconductors, artificial
intelligence, renewable
energy, and green hy-
drogen. Describing the
Union Budget as being
crafted for the next gener-
ation, with investments in
semiconductors, logistics,
biopharma, medical tour-
ism, and infrastructure,
Joshi emphasised bal-

anced development across
states. He said India, the
world’s fourth-largest re-
newable energy producer,
was expanding solar ca-
pacity, enabling battery
storage, securing minerals
such as lithium, and ad-
vancing PLI-backed bat-
tery manufacturing to
ensure reliable, afford-
able, clean power. Reply-
ing to a query, Joshi
clarified that the Centre
does not release funds “to
fill Congress leaders’
pockets” but directs them
straight to the people.
Later, he addressed a Vya-
pari Samvad at the party
office. BJP national
spokesperson Syed Zafar
Islam, state spokespersons
N.V. Subash and Veer-
ender Goud, and members
of various trade groups
participated.
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