Would you like to
subscribe to
WAKE UP TELANGANA
ENGLISH DAILY

1 Please give a missed call to
(W91 8885610056
‘We will get back to you

MAX: 28.8°C
MIN: 19.2°C

RH: 42%
RAINFALL: OMM

FORECAST: PARTLY CLOUDY SKY
MAX/MIN
temp. 29/19°C

HC Says Renewal
Of Passport Is Not
Automatic

The Telangana High Court
made it clear that passport
renewal was not automatic
and that the authorities
were empowered to re-
voke a passport on the
basis of intelligence inputs
that the holder may, or
was likely, to engage, out-
side India, in activities
prejudicial to the sov-
ereignty and integrity of
the nation. Justice Nagesh
Bheemapaka of the High
Court held that issuance
or renewal of a passport
was governed by statutory
provisions under the Pass-
ports Act, 1967, and could
not be claimed as a matter
of right when national se-
curity concerns were in-
volved.

» FULL REPORT ON | PAGE 5

Amit Shah Reviews
J&K Development
Projects, Vows Strong
Push For Tourism

Union Home Minister Amit
Shah on Saturday con-
ducted an extensive re-
view of key development
and security initiatives in
Jammu and Kashmir, un-
derscoring the Centre’s
focus on timely execution
of projects and improved
public service delivery ac-
ross the Union Territory.
Chairing a high-level
meeting with senior offi-
cials here, Shah assessed
progress in critical sectors
including road and power
infrastructure, industrial
growth, digital connectiv-
ity, and welfare schemes
under the ongoing devel-
opment push.

Shah reiterated the Cen-
tral Government’s commit-
ment to accelerating
economic growth in J&K,
identifying tourism as a
major pillar of future de-
velopment. He directed of-
ficials to expand tourism
infrastructure, promote
emerging destinations,
and ensure that safety, ac-
cessibility, and connectiv-
ity remain top priorities.
Enhanced road networks,
stable governance, and
improved digital services,

» CONTINUE ON | PAGE 4
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BRS turncoat MLAs named
Congress municipal
noll coordinators: P2

None Can Erase KCR’s ‘Loot
History’ in Telangana: Revanth

Revanth Reddy cites Praveen Kumar on alleged fake currency case against KCR

HYDERABAD
Wakeup telangana

Chief Minister A. Revanth
Reddy said he would un-
dertake the responsibility
of keeping alive the leg-
acy of BRS president K.
Chandrashekar Rao in the
annals of Telangana his-
tory, but alleged that the
history was about fake
passports, counterfeit cur-
rency cases and false elec-
tion promises. “This
history will remain in
public memory,” Revanth
Reddy said at a civic polls
related meeting in Parigi
in Vikarabad district, re-
ferring to his predecessor
“papala bhairavudu”.

The Chief Minister took
exception to statements
by BRS leaders K.T Rama
Rao and T. Harish Rao
that he was trying to erase
Chandrashekar Rao’s his-
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tory by issuing notices to
him in the phone-tapping
case. He questioned
whether it was wrong to
issue notices for the pur-
poses of investigation.
Revanth Reddy noted that
former IPS officer R.S.
Praveen Kumar, now a
BRS leader, had pre-
viously stated that a fake
currency case had been
registered against Chan-
drashekar Rao, and asked
whether such history
could be erased. He also
alleged that no one could
erase Chandrashekar
Rao’s history of what he

Modi: Indian Diaspora A
Strong Link With Malaysia

NEW DELHI
Wakeup telangana

Prime Minister Narendra Modi
on Saturday said India is
seen as a "trusted partner for
growth" and it was reflected in
the recent trade deals it has
agreed with various countries,
including the UK, USA and
EU. Addressing a community
programme in Kuala Lumpur,
Modi said that the Indian dias-
pora continues to serve as a
strong bridge between India
and Malaysia. Earlier, the
Prime Minister landed in
Kuala Lumpur for a two-day
visit to a grand red-carpet re-
ception, with Malaysian PM
Anwar Ibrahim receiving him
at the airport, signalling a new
momentum in the bilateral
ties. Modi and Ibrahim will
hold bilateral talks on Sunday.
From the airport, the two
PMs travelled in the same car
to the venue where Modi ad-
dressed the Indian com-
munity. In his address, Modi
said, “Ibrahim came to the air-
port to welcome me, and he
brought me here in his car.
Not only his car but also his

reflect his love and respect for
India and for all of you. | am
grateful for your warm words,
hospitality and friendship."
Malaysian Indians largely
comprise Tamils, Malayalees,
Telugus and some Punjabis
and other North Indians. The
Prime Minister complimented
the Indians living there for
connecting India with Malay-
sia. “You have connected roti
chanai with the Malabar para-
tha, coconut, spices and of
course the tareek. The fla-
vours feel so familiar, whether
it is in Kuala Lumpur or Kochi.
We understand each other so
well. It must be due to the
large number of common
words between our languages
and Malay. | have heard that
Indian movies and music are
popular in Malaysia,” said
Modi.
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described as “10 years of
loot.”

The Chief Minister ac-
cused Chandrashekar Rao
of cheating Dalits by
promising to make a Dalit
leader the first Chief Min-
ister of Telangana and
failing to do so. Revanth
Reddy said the Congress
government had given op-
portunities to Dalits as
Speaker and ministers,
and claimed that this was
why Chandrashekar Rao
had avoided attending the
Assembly sessions. Re-
vanth Reddy accused the
BRS chief of deliberately

o
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stalling the Pranahita-
Chevella project, sanc-
tioned in undivided
Andhra Pradesh, to deny
water to Rangareddy dis-
trict. He said the founda-
tion stone laid near
Chevella was evidence of
the project’s abandon-
ment, and said that pro-
viding 3 tmc ft of
Godavari water would
have irrigated thousands
of acres.

The Chief Minister said
that Chandrashekar Rao
had promised to develop
Rayalaseema in Andhra
Pradesh as “Ratanala-
seema”, during a visit to
YSRC leader Roja’s
house in Chittoor, and but
had never promised Go-
davari water to Ranga-
reddy district. He alleged
that the district had suf-
fered due to Chandrashe-

» CONTINUE ON | PAGE 4

Peonle of Telangana now
repentvoting for the
Congress, says KTR:

18% US Tariffs On
Indian Goods Take Effect

Modi thanks Trump for robust ties between 2 nations

NEW DELHI
Wakeup telangana

India and the United
States of America for-
mally announced the in-
terim trade agreement
under which tariffs on
New Delhi will be re-
duced to 18 per cent by
the US. Terming the deal
as a "historic milestone"
in their partnership, the
two countries said it dem-
onstrates a common com-
mitment to reciprocal and
balanced trade based on
mutual interests and con-
crete outcomes. Lauding
the trade pact, Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi said
it will strengthen 'Make in
India' by opening up new
opportunities in various
sectors and will help
create jobs. The PM
thanked US President
Donald Trump for his per-
sonal commitment to ro-
bust ties between India
and the US. The deal sup-

Cop dies rescuing people in

FARIDABAD
Wakeup telangana

An on-duty police inspec-
tor was killed and 11
people were wounded at
the Surajkund fairgrounds
on Saturday when a giant
swing snapped mid-air
and collapsed, just an
hour after a gate fell
down, injuring two per-
sons including a child, of-
ficials said.

According to the police,
around 6 pm, about 19
people were riding the
swing when it titled and
came crashing onto the
ground.

Deputy Commissioner
Ayush Sinha and MD
Tourism Parth Gupta
reached the scene imme-
diately after receiving in-
formation. Rescue

operations were immedi-
ately launched and ar-
rangements were made for
the treatment of the in-
jured persons, DC Sinha
said.

A senior official said the
deceased officer was iden-
tified as Inspector Jagdish
Prasad of Palwal Police,
who was on fair duty and
was posted in the police
lines, Palwal.

Inspector Prasad, a native
of Mathura, was due to re-
tire in March, he added.

The swing was moving
up and down at a very fast
speed when suddenly, one

Surajkund swing collapse

of its end broke, leaving it
hanging in the air about 2-
3 feet above the ground,
the police said.

As soon as the accident
occurred, shopkeepers and
policemen from nearby
areas rushed to rescue the
victim. Among them was
Inspector Prasad, the se-
curity in-charge of the
swing complex, a senior
police officer.

“Several people had been
taken off the swing and
people nearby supported
the fallen portion and
helped in rescuing people.
Suddenly, the swing broke
from the other end as well
and fell completely to the
ground,” the officer said.

Many people got stuck
and the inspector was se-
riously injured, he added.

gital Evidence

Fire at Red Hills FSL may destroy crucial digital evidence, threatening phone-tapping, cash-for-vote and major Telangana investigations

ISLAMABAD
Wakeup telangana

A massive fire at the Fo-
rensic Science Laboratory
(FSL) in the Red Hills
area on Saturday is feared
to have destroyed crucial
digital evidence, poten-
tially derailing several
high-profile investiga-
tions. The blaze re-
portedly began in the
first-floor computer and
storage room, gutting
computers, servers, and
hard drives containing
sensitive case data.
Officials said there is no
immediate clarity on what
data were lost, whether

any information can be re-
trieved, or if backups
exist elsewhere. Hundreds
of pieces of digital ev-
idence — including audio,
video files, hard disks,
and seized digital data —
are feared destroyed, par-
ticularly those linked to
the recent phone-tapping
investigation, for which
the FSL was responsible
for storage and analysis.
Among the most sensitive
materials stored in the
building were the original
audio and video record-
ings in the cash-for-vote
case involving Chief Min-
ister A. Revanth Reddy,
pending for several years.

Authorities have not con-
firmed whether these ma-
terials are safe.

Also stored at the FSL
were mobile phones, SIM
cards, and forensic reports

related to the MLAs’
horse-trading cases before
the last Assembly elec-
tions, along with evidence
from the Telangana Cyber
Security Bureau

» Officials said there is
no immediate clarity on
what data were lost,
whether any information
can be retrieved, or if
backups exist elsewhere.
Hundreds of pieces of
digital evidence — includ-
ing audio, video files,
hard disks, and seized
digital data — are feared
destroyed, particularly
those linked to the recent
phone-tapping investiga-
tion, for which the FSL
was responsible for stor-
age and analysis.

(TGCSB), EAGLE Force,
Cybercrime Wing, and
Maoist-related investiga-
tions, including audio-
video recordings and
literature.

The facility also houses
recruitment and opera-
tional data of the Telan-
gana Police Recruitment
Board. The FSL plays a
critical role in criminal in-
vestigations, providing
scientific analysis in areas
including cyber forensics,
ballistics, explosives,
handwriting verification,
biological and chemical
analysis, narcotics, digital
evidence examination,
and physical evidence
such as glass, soil, paint,
and tool marks. Au-
thorities are yet to assess
the full extent of the dam-
age and its impact on on-
going investigations.

ports India’s national se-
curity interests as the US
will remove tariffs on cer-
tain aircraft, aircraft parts
and receive a preferential
tariff rate quota for auto-
motive parts to eliminate
threats to national secu-
rity. India has also agreed
to address long-standing
non-tariff barriers to the
trade in US food and agri-
cultural products. The
joint statement said India
intends to purchase $500
billion of US energy pro-
ducts, aircraft and aircraft
parts, precious metals,
technology products, and
coking coal over the next
five years. The deal has
no mention of purchase of
Russian oil and the Indian

government has made it
clear in the past that all its
actions will be taken
keeping in mind the need
of its people, and energy
sourcing will be diversi-
fied in keeping with ob-
jective market conditions
and evolving international
dynamics.

“The US and India are
pleased to announce that
they have reached a
framework for an Interim
Agreement regarding re-
ciprocal and mutually
beneficial trade (Interim
Agreement). Today’s
framework reaffirms the
countries’ commitment to
the broader U.S.-India Bi-
lateral Trade Agreement
(BTA) negotiations,
launched by President
Donald J. Trump and
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on February 13,
2025, which will include
additional market access
commitments and support
» CONTINUE ON | PAGE 4

Salman Khan Attends RSS
Centenary Event in Mumbai

MUMBAI
Wakeup telangana

Bollywood star Salman
Khan was on Saturday
seen deeply engrossed in
Rashtriya Swayamsevak
Sangh (RSS) chief Mohan
Bhagwat's speech at an
event in Mumbai to mark
the organisation's cente-
nary celebrations.Flanked
by noted filmmaker Sub-
hash Ghai and well-
known lyricist, poet, and
writer Prasoon Joshi, Sal-
man Khan heard in rapt
attention as Bhagwat em-
phasized that the Sangh
works for the country
without opposing anyone,
focuses on national unity,
and acts without seeking
power.

Saturday was day one of
the two-day lecture series
titled '100 Years of Sangh
Journey: New Horizons' at

o

Nehru Centre in Worli
area. As Salman Khan ar-

rived at the venue, some
in the crowd tried to snap
his photos with their
smartphones. The two-day
event seeks to reflect on
the journey of RSS, its
role in society, and the
ideas and perspectives
shaping its future. The
event brought together
senior RSS leaders and in-
vited speakers for discus-
sions with members of the
public, as part of the
Sangh's wider centenary
outreach.
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People of Telangana now repent
voting for the Congress, says KTR

NIZAMABAD
Wakeup telangana

Accusing the Congress
of deceitful tactics, BRS
working president KT
Rama Rao on Saturday
said people who voted
for the party were now
repenting their decision.

“You still have an op-
portunity. Vote for the
Car symbol in the mu-
nicipal elections and
teach the Congress a les-
son for betraying you
with the six guarantees,”
he said while addressing
a roadshow at Bich-
kunda.

Rama Rao said when
people questioned Chief
Minister A Revanth
Reddy about the prom-

ises made during the As-
sembly elections, they
were being abused.

“He is no longer rec-
ognised as Anumula Re-
vanth Reddy but is being
called Lagula Thondal
Reddy,” he said, recall-
ing that the previous
BRS government had
extended Rs.10 lakh
under the Dalit Bandhu

scheme to beneficiaries
in Nizam Sagar mandal.
Revanth Reddy, he said,
had promised Rs.12 lakh
under the scheme but
had not given even 12
paise. “Should the
people still vote for the
Congress again?” he
asked.

The municipal elections
were a good opportunity

to teach the Congress a
lesson. Though the re-
sults might not bring
major changes, the ver-
dict would send a strong
signal to the Congress,
particularly to Revanth
Reddy, for failing to ful-
fil the promises, he said.

Stating that at the rate
of Rs.2,500 as monthly
financial assistance, Re-
vanth Reddy owed Rs.1
lakh to each woman so
far, Rama Rao urged
people not to accept
Rs.2,000 or Rs.5,000 of-
fered by Congress
leaders.

“In case you accept the
money and vote for the
Congress, Revanth
Reddy will not imple-
ment the Rs.2,500

scheme or the one tola
gold promise,” he told
the women, who had
gathered in large
numbers.

Rama Rao said that dur-
ing the BRS govern-
ment’s tenure, works on
the Nagamadugu project
were taken up and about
20 per cent had been
completed. After the
Congress came to
power, the works were
stalled as the contractor
was allegedly asked to
pay money to Congress
leaders. Under the KCR
government, farmers
earned profits, but under
‘Thondal Reddy’s’ rule,
they were struggling to
get even one bag of
urea, he said.

Bandi Sanjay Challenges Owaisi on
Triple Talaq, Seeks Support for BJP

KARIMANGAR
Wakeup telangana

Union Minister of State
for Home Affairs, Bandi
Sanjay Kumar, on Tues-
day challenged AIMIM
chief Asaduddin Owaisi to
clarify whether the aboli-
tion of Triple Talaq has
benefitted Muslim women
or not. He demanded a
clear stand from Owaisi
on whether AIMIM sup-
ports or opposes the ban
on Triple Talaq, and ques-
tioned whether he has the
courage to answer Muslim
women on this issue.Ad-
dressing an election cam-
paign meeting as part of
the ongoing municipal
polls in Karimnagar,
Bandi Sanjay also sought
clarity from the Congress
and BRS parties on their
position regarding the ab-
olition of Triple Talaq. He
called upon Muslim
women to unite and teach
a lesson to parties oppos-

ing the ban, asserting that
the BJP is the only party
that has abolished Triple
Talaq and provided secu-
rity and dignity to Muslim
women.“Has Owaisi ever
spoken about the prob-
lems of Muslim women?
If Congress comes to
power by mistake, they
will burden people with
heavy taxes and even
snatch away their gold,”
he alleged. He further
claimed that electing BJP
representatives would en-
sure a steady flow of
funds from the Centre for
the development of the
city.The Union Minister
was campaigning in Butti

Rajaram Colony in Kar-
imnagar city, seeking
votes for BJP candidates
contesting from Divisions
25, 26, and 27 — Kata-
kam Lokesh, Dr. Pullela
Praveen (Pawan), and
Tambala Navyasri, wife of
Chada Anand. Speaking at
a street-corner meeting, he
highlighted various devel-
opment works undertaken
with Central government
funds under the Smart
City project.Bandi Sanjay
stated that major roads
from Adarshanagar to
Court Chowrasta, the Teja
School Road, and several
internal roads in Subhash
Nagar, Sitarampur, and
Bank Colony were devel-
oped using Smart City
funds. He said proper
drainage systems were
laid to prevent waterlog-
ging during the monsoon
season, and most internal
roads in Division 26 were
built with Central assis-
tance.

Rapid Development Works Begin Near Hafeezpet ]amla Masjid

HYDERABAD
Wakeup telangana

Under the leadership of Serilin-
gampally MLA and Telangana
Public Accounts Committee (PAC)
Chairman Sri Arekapudi Gandhi,
developmental works have begun
at a rapid pace in Hafeezpet Di-
vision. The newly proposed Un-
derground Drainage (UGD)
pipeline and CC road works near
Hafeezpet Village Jamia Masjid
have been formally launched.
The program was supervised

under the guidance of Senior Con-
gress Leader Baling Gautam
Goud. As part of efforts to per-
manently resolve long-standing
drainage issues in the area, local
residents expressed their happiness
and gratitude to the MLA for initi-
ating these works.

Participants in the program in-
cluded Jamia Masjid Committee
members — Munna Bhai, MD
Ghouse, Nazir, Zameer, S.K.
Sadiq, Yunus, and others — along
with local Congress leaders and
colony residents.

CBIT Hosts National Tech Fest Tecstasy 26

HYDERABAD
Wakeup telangana

The Department of Information
Technology, CBIT, Hyderabad, has
officially released the poster for
Tecstasy 26, a national-level tech-
nical fest conducted under SUD-
HEE ’26. Scheduled for 17th and
18th February 2026, Tecstasy ’26
aims to foster innovation, technical
excellence, and competitive spirit
among students across the country.
The two-day fest will offer a di-
verse technical platform featuring
events such as Technical Paper,

ﬂu%!

Project, and Poster/Idea Presenta-
tions, Cipherville, DSA Master
CBIT, Techy Head, Buzz Rush,
Sandiest Escape, Cache Me If You
Can!, Battle of Prompts, Movie
Mash, Bug Bash, Riddle Fiddle,
Crack and Splash, and several

— o

others. These activities are designed
to evaluate participants’ problem-
solving skills, creativity, logical
reasoning, and expertise in emerg-
ing technologies.

The poster was released in the
presence of Prof. C. V. Narasim-
hulu, Principal, Prof. M. Venugo-
pala Chari, Head of the
Department, Faculty Coordinators
Dr. V. Prashanthi and Dr. D. Jay-
aram, along with faculty and stu-
dent coordinators. The department
emphasized its commitment to nur-
turing future-ready software engi-
neers through Tecstasy *26.

BRS turncoat MLAs named
Congress municipal poll coordinators

HYDERABAD
Wakeup telangana

In sharp contrast to the
Speaker’s claim that there
was no evidence of defec-
tion by MLAs and the
legislators’ claim that they
were still with the BRS,
the Congress has ap-
pointed three turncoat
MLAs as the party’s co-
ordinators for the munici-
pal elections.

TPCC working president
Mahesh Kumar Goud is-
sued orders to this effect
on Thursday. BRS turn-
coat MLA from Serilin-
gampally Arekapudi
Gandhi has been ap-
pointed coordinator for
Nizamabad Municipal
Corporation. Similarly,
Rajendranagar MLA T
Prakash Goud has been
appointed for Shadnagar
and Bhadrachalam MLA
Tellam Venkat Rao for
Yellandu municipalities.

This follows Speaker G
Prasad Kumar giving a
clean chit to eight BRS
turncoat MLAs, including

the above three legis-
lators, in the disqualifica-
tion petitions filed on
defection charges. He
stated that there was no
evidence to prove the de-
fection charges against
these MLAs.

Of the 10 defected
MLAs, the Speaker gave a
clean chit to eight legis-
lators, while the hearing
of Station Ghanpur MLA
Kadiyam Srihari and
Khairatabad MLA Danam
Nagender is under pro-
gress.

As the campaign for the
municipal elections
gained pace across the
State, the appointment of
three BRS turncoat MLAs

as coordinators triggered
debates in political circles.
Local Congress leaders
are not convinced with the
Telangana Congress lead-
ership’s decision, particu-
larly over the prominence
being given to turncoat
leaders, and fear that such
moves could prove coun-
terproductive.

Former Minister T Jeevan
Reddy has been openly
raising objections over the
prominence being ac-
corded to BRS MLA from
Jagtial, Dr Sanjay, who
defected to the Congress.

Irked over the party’s
decision to field followers
of the turncoat BRS
MLAs in the municipal

elections, the former Min-
ister is now openly cam-
paigning for Congress
rebels. Many of them are
contesting as independ-
ents, and he is canvassing
vigorously for their suc-
cess.

In 2021, when he was
TPCC president, Revanth
Reddy had appealed to
Congress workers to stone
to death all 12 party
MLASs who had defected
to the TRS, he reminded
people while campaigning
in the Jagtial municipal
elections. “Now, let us hit
back using vote as our
weapon. Revanth Reddy
asked to stone to death but
I am telling you to hit
with votes,” Jeevan Reddy
told the people.

Taking serious objection
to the former Minister’s
stand, the Telangana Con-
gress is reportedly initiat-
ing steps to take
disciplinary action against
him. The party is learnt to
have taken a serious view
of his alleged anti-party
activities.

20 students fall ill
after consuming
stale dinner

Ain Mancherial

Around 20 students fell ill
after consuming stale food
at a government-run Sched-
uled Caste hostel in Bellam-
palli on Friday night.
Officials said between 15
and 25 students were hospi-
talised after having dinner at
the hostel around 9 pm. The
students reportedly fainted
after consuming food that
contained worms and were
immediately shifted to a
hospital in the town. Local
police and officials visited
the students while they were
undergoing treatment. The
medical condition of two stu-
dents was stated to be criti-
cal.On receiving
information, former Bellam-
palli MLA Durgam Chin-
naiah visited the hospital
and urged officials to pro-
vide better treatment to the
affected students. He also
called upon the authorities
to ensure that quality food
was cooked in hygienic sur-
roundings. Alleging that food
contamination incidents in
government-run hostels had
become a routine affair, he
said this exposed the cal-
lousness of officials in su-
pervising such
facilities.Parents expressed
concern over the recurring
food contamination menace
and urged officials to take
precautions to prevent simi-
lar incidents in the future.

Major Civic Development Works [naugurated in Jambagh Division

HYDERABAD
Wakeup telangana

Sagebrook International
School inaugurated its
state-of-the-art campus in
West Hyderabad today,
marking the start of a
long-term academic part-
nership with the UK’s
Whitgift School. Senior
Whitgift leaders, includ-
ing Headmaster Toby
Seth, Director of Inter-
national Education John
Chisholm, and Sagebrook
Head Zoé€ Hauser, at-
tended the ceremony.

Sagebrook’s campus
blends sustainability,
child-centric design, and
innovation. Modular
learning zones, biophilic
layouts, low-VOC materi-
als, and neurodiverse-
friendly spaces create a

safe, adaptable environ-
ment.

The Beginnings Pro-
gramme welcomes chil-
dren from 12 months,
complemented by a parent
café and co-working
space, fostering com-

munity and engagement.
Drawing from IB PYP,
Montessori, and Reggio
Emilia, Sagebrook em-
phasizes inquiry, creativ-
ity, and real-world
learning. “Children are
thinkers and explorers,”
said Zo¢ Hauser.

On February 7, Sage-
brook hosts “When Why
Finds Joy,” a citywide
family event with story-
telling, art, and hands-on
activities introducing its
playful, purpose-driven
approach to learning.

Speaking on the occa-

sion, Prof. C. V. Narasim-
hulu encouraged students
to make the most of the
opportunity by actively
participating in the fest
and showcasing their tal-
ents. He expressed con-
fidence that SUDHEE
2026 would emerge as a
significant platform for
nurturing technical excel-
lence. The management of
CBIT extended its best
wishes to the organising
committee and expressed
hope for the successful
conduct of the national-
level technical fest.

Al Research Seminar at Mulugu College

HYDERABAD
Wakeup telangana

A two-day National Semi-
nar on “Empowering Re-
search Excellence — Al
Tools for Academic Writ-
ing and Publishing” was
successfully held at Gov-
ernment Degree College,
Mulugu, concluding on
February 7, 2026. The
seminar focused on the ef-
fective and ethical use of
Artificial Intelligence
tools in academic research
and publishing.

The valedictory session
was attended by Mr.
Eranna Shettar, Deputy
Librarian, NIT Warangal,
as Chief Guest, who high-
lighted the growing role
of Al in improving re-
search quality. Dr. M. An-

jaiah, Assistant Professor,
Dravidian University, par-
ticipated as Guest of Hon-
our and explained how Al
tools assist in drafting, ed-
iting, and publishing
scholarly work.

Earlier, Prof. G. Ram
Reddy, Dean Academics,
Sammakka Saralakka
Central Tribal University,
addressed the inaugural

session, emphasizing ethi-
cal Al usage. Dr. K. Mal-
lesham, Principal,
presided over the seminar.
The program was con-
vened by Dr. B. Jaga-
deesh, with active
participation from faculty,
researchers, librarians,
and students, making the
seminar a meaningful aca-
demic initiative.

District Principal Judge Inaugurates Rural Legal
Protection and Support Gentres in Warangal District

KARIMNAGAR
Wakeup telangana

The Rural Legal Protection
and Support Centres were
inaugurated on Friday by
the Principal District Judge,
Warangal, Smt. V.B. Nir-
mala Geethamba, at Ra-
jupeta Primary Upper
Primary School, the Gram
Panchayat Office at Amee-
nabad village in Chenna-
raopet Mandal, and at
various Gram Panchayat
Offices in Nekkonda Man-
dal.Addressing the gath-
ering, the Principal District
Judge stated that the pri-
mary objective of establish-
ing these centres is to
provide accessible legal as-
sistance to the poor and
marginalized sections of
society and to bring the
constitutional vision of jus-
tice for all to the grassroots
level. She emphasized that
the Indian Constitution
guarantees equal justice to

every citizen, and these
legal clinics have been de-
signed to ensure that no one
is deprived of legal support
due to poverty, lack of
awareness, or fear of the
legal system.She observed
that often the poor, women,
senior citizens, persons
with disabilities, workers,
and members of SC and ST
communities remain distant
from the justice delivery
system. To address this gap,
the National Legal Services
Authority (NALSA) is im-
plementing several people-
centric programmes across
the country. The essence of
these initiatives, she said,
lies in bringing courts
closer to the people and en-

abling direct interaction be-
tween the public and the
justice system. Removing
fear and misconceptions
about law and creating
awareness on rights and
duties among citizens are
the key goals of the Legal
Services

Authorities. Through these
Rural Legal Protection and
Support Centres, villagers
will receive guidance on
free legal aid, family and
land disputes, labour issues,
domestic violence, women
and child rights, Lok Ada-
lats, mediation, and other
alternative dispute resolu-
tion mechanisms. Legal
awareness on various gov-
ernment welfare schemes
will also be provided at the
village level. The centres
will help resolve minor dis-
putes at an early stage, pre-
venting them from
escalating into major legal
conflicts.
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Rechapalli Farmers
Seek Immediate

Agriculture Cluster
to Ease Hardships

Hh

A grand badminton tour-
nament has com-
menced today in
Miyapur under the lead-
ership of Lion D.S.R.K.
Prasad, Chairman of
Prasad’s Foundation
and senior Congress
leader. The event aims
to foster youth interest
in sports and promote a
healthy lifestyle through
active participation.
The tournament will be
inaugurated on Sunday
morning by Miyapur
Corporator Uppalapati
Srikanth at the Friends
Badminton Court, Sri
Aurobindo Colony, J.P.
Nagar, Miyapur, Hyder-
abad. Following the
matches, winners will
receive awards from
prominent leaders, in-
cluding Sherilingampalli
MLA and PAC Chair-
man Arekapudi Gandhi,
senior Congress
leaders Mova Satyana-
rayana, and Corporator
Uppalapati Srikanth.
Organizers have en-
couraged local youth
and badminton enthusi-
asts to participate in
large numbers and
make the tournament a
grand success. Under
the guidance of Lion
D.S.R.K. Prasad, the
event promises an ex-
citing showcase of tal-
ent, sportsmanship, and
community spirit in Mi-
yapur, fostering both
competitive spirit and
healthy recreational ac-
tivity among young par-
ticipants.
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KTR Calls Revanth Reddy BJP Trojan
Horse, Urges Rejection of Congress

KTR Calls Revanth Reddy a ‘BIP Trojan Horse’ in Congress, Urges People to Reject Congress

NIZAMABAD
Wakeup telangana

BRS working president KT Rama
Rao launched a scathing attack on
Telangana Chief Minister A Revanth
Reddy during a campaign roadshow
ahead of the February 11 municipal
polls, labeling him a “Trojan Horse”
for the BJP within Congress. Ad-
dressing crowds in Jukkal, Bans-
wada, and Yellareddy
constituencies, Rama Rao urged
voters to “peel back the Congress
mask” and reveal the saffron
agenda he claims Revanth Reddy is
hiding.

Rama Rao alleged that Revanth
Reddy “was never a true Congress-
man” and remains aligned with the
BJP. He suggested a covert under-
standing between the Telangana
Chief Minister and BJP leadership in
Delhi, calling him the “younger
brother to the ‘Bade Bhai’ in Delhi.”
Criticizing his style of governance,
Rama Rao accused Reddy of re-
placing accountability with threats
and abusive behavior, citing in-
stances where he allegedly threat-
ened opposition members with
violent acts.

“His administration for the past two
years has been obsessed with KCR-

bashlng He |nvokes KCR S name
more than devotees chant ‘Rama
Koti’, yet KCR barely acknowledges
him. This fuels his constant frustra-
tion,” Rama Rao said to loud ap-
plause.

KTR also criticized former Speaker
Pocharam Srinivas Reddy for
switching from BRS to Congress,
highlighting old videos where Re-
vanth Reddy insulted him and his
family. “For a few crumbs from Re-
vanth’s table, Pocharam sold his
loyalty. If he has any self-respect, he
should resign and seek a fresh man-
date,” Rama Rao said.

Drawing parallels with notorious

gangs, KTR accused the Congress
of a “loot-and-scoot” strategy now
targeting municipal bodies, alleging
local MLAs were extorting busi-
nesses to fund Congress’ “cash-for-
votes” schemes. He slammed
unfulfilled election promises, includ-
ing pensions and gold, calling it a
“government of deception.”"Rama
Rao urged voters to use the munici-
pal elections to punish Congress
and protect Telangana’s devel-
opment, emphasizing that only
those who received promised bene-
fits should vote for the hand symbol,
while others should support BRS.

Wakeup telangana

Jambagh Division wit-
nessed a significant mile-
stone today as Corporator
Rakesh Jaiswal inaugu-
rated key developmental
works aimed at improving
local infrastructure and
public amenities. The
event was attended by
prominent community
leaders including Srinivas
Yadav, Kajal, Krishna, Tal-
war Seenu, Raghu, Pra-
veen, Vishal, Santosh

Yadav, Venkat, Rajitha,
Shanker, Babloo, Ma-
hesh, Raju, Narsingh,

Saairam Reddy, and Kula
Shekhar. Several senior
representatives from Kar-

nataka and a large
number of local residents
also graced the occa-
sion.Addressing the gath-
ering, Rakesh Jaiswal
reaffirmed his commit-
ment to the progress and
welfare of Jambagh, em-
phasizing the importance
of sustainable devel-
opment and community
participation. The inaugu-
ration was met with en-
thusiasm, reflecting
strong public support for
ongoing civic improve-
ments in the division.

Marri Shashid-
har Reddy
Meets Dasaram
Basti Victims

Victims of attacks on
hut dwellers in the Da-
saram Basti land dis-
pute, and those falsely
implicated by the po-
lice, met BJP National
Executive member
and former NDMA
Vice Chairman Marri
Shashidhar Reddy to
share their grievances.
They highlighted the
assaults and the po-
lice’s illegal registra-
tion of cases against
uninvolved individuals.
Responding, Shashid-
har Reddy visited the
Ameerpeta MRO office
to review the latest
land developments
and discuss details
with the MRO. He then
met the Cl at SR
Nagar Police Station,
questioning the legality
of filing cases against
uninvolved parties.
The Cl assured cor-
rective action if any
wrongdoing occurred.
Shashidhar Reddy
emphasized that he is
fully aware of land
grab attempts and will
not tolerate illegal ac-
tivities, pledging to
continue fighting for
justice until victims re-
ceive it. BJP leaders
from Secunderabad,
including Nemali
Anand, Nakki Srinivas,
Perumandla Narendra,
and others, partici-
pated.

State Braces For

18,000 MW Summer
Power Demand

HYDERABAD
Wakeup telangana

Telangana’s electricity de-
mand is rising steadily
with the end of winter,
and officials expect the
summer peak to cross
18,000 MW, surpassing
last year’s record of
17,162 MW set on March
20. In late January, during
the early Rabi season,
consumption touched
16,048 MW, up from
15,205 MW in the same
period last year. Within
GHMC limits under the
southern discom
(TDSPDCL), demand hit
3,489 MW compared to
3,034 MW last year. Ac-
ross the discom’s jurisdic-
tion, usage rose to 10,389
MW, against 9,589 MW
previously.

TGSPDCL chairman and
managing director Mu-
sharraf Faruqui said Dep-
uty Chief Minister Mallu
Bhatti Vikramarka had di-
rected officials to
strengthen infrastructure
for uninterrupted supply.
“We hold regular reviews
with engineers to monitor
high-load transformers
and feeders. If loads ex-
ceed 80 per cent capacity,
we augment them imme-
diately,” he said. To meet
rising needs, the govern-
ment is upgrading the
33/11 kV distribution net-
work, with over 90 per
cent of works completed

in southern discom limits.
In the rural zone span-
ning 10 circles including
Mahbubnagar, Nalgonda,
and Siddipet, 90 per cent
of upgrades are done on
257 feeders (11 kV), 63
feeders (33 kV), 184
power transformers, and
3,064 distribution trans-
formers. Seventy substa-
tions have been identified
for expansion. Ranga-
reddy zone, covering Cy-
berabad, Rajendranagar,
and Saroornagar, has seen
20-25 per cent annual de-
mand growth, far above
the statewide average of
10—-12 per cent. Works are
in final stages for 147
feeders (11 kV), 56
feeders (33 kV), 71 power
transformers, and 965 dis-
tribution transformers.

In the Medchal zone,
covering Hayathnagar,
Medchal, and Sangareddy,
upgrades are complete on
101 feeders (11 kV), 7
feeders (33 kV), 36 power
transformers, and 297 dis-
tribution transformers.
Overall, the southern dis-
com has bolstered capac-
ity with 495 feeders (11
kV), 60 feeders (33 kV),
336 power transformers,
and 4,952 distribution
transformers. These up-
grades step down high-
voltage power for local
delivery, ensuring stable
supply to consumers even
at peak times.

MLA Funds Sanctioned for Three Community

Halls in Secunderabad Cantonment

HYDERABAD
Wakeup telangana

Construction of three
new community halls has
begun in Secunderabad
Cantonment after MLA
funds were sanctioned,
former Cantonment
Board Vice-Chairman
Jampana Pratap an-
nounced on Saturday.
The projects fulfill a key
electoral promise aimed
at strengthening com-
munity infrastructure ac-
ross multiple wards.

The community halls

host social, cultural, and
public events.

“These halls will act as
essential spaces for com-
munity interaction and
development. We are
committed to delivering

Chennupati Indira Named Chief
Advisor of Mala Mahanadu Hyderabad

will be constructed at Ba-
lamrai Eidgah Ambedkar
Nagar (Ward 3), Akash
Nagar (Ward 1), and San-
chara Puri Colony, bene-
fiting residents across the
cantonment area.

As part of the project
rollout, Pratap inspected
the construction site at
Balamrai Eidgah Ambed-
kar Nagar along with
local residents and the
appointed contractor. He
said the proposed com-
munity hall will be a G+1
structure built on 1,000
square yards, designed to

on the promises made to
the people,”

Pratap said during the in-
spection.

Addressing nearby in-
frastructure issues, Pratap
also directed Cantonment
Board officials to demol-
ish dilapidated public toi-
lets near the Balamrai
site, citing hygiene and
public safety concerns.
Local leaders and res-
idents, including Chanti,
Ituka Gopi, Santosh, I1-
landula Satish, Chinna-
raju, and Bikshapathi,
participated in the inspec-
tion program.

HYDERABAD
Wakeup telangana

Chennupati Indira, senior
lawyer and social activist,
has been appointed Chief
Advisor of the Mala Maha-
nadu Greater Hyderabad
Committee. A delegation
led by A.N. Vinay Kumar,
K.V. Suresh, and M.G.
Vinay Kumar visited her
Marredpally residence to
formally present the ap-
pointment letter and honor
her with a traditional
shawl.Accepting the role,
Smt. Indira vowed to up-

hold the constitutional
rights of the Mala com-
munity, guided by Dr. B.R.
Ambedkar’s ideals. She
outlined her focus on edu-
cation, healthcare, employ-
ment, and political
empowerment, promising
active legal advocacy
against discrimination. Ad-
dressing the youth, she
urged them to embrace Am-
bedkar’s vision for social
progress. Key members, in-
cluding Sai Prasad, Sanjay,
Arun Kumar, Tejpal, and
D.P. Srinivasa Rao, joined
in congratulating her.

Police Flag March Reinforces Security and Public
Confidence Ahead of Karlmnagar Mun1c1pa1 Elections

KARIMANGAR
Wakeup telangana

In view of the upcoming
Karimnagar Municipal
Elections, the city police
conducted a flag march
under the Three Town
Police Station limits to
instil confidence among
the public and to ensure
effective maintenance of
law and order.

The flag march was car-
ried out in key localities
including Hussainipura,
Khanpura and Housing
Board Colony.An Assis-
tant Commissioner of Po-
lice (ACP) led the march
and interacted directly
with residents during the
programme. Addressing
the public and local rep-
resentatives, the ACP ex-

plained the importance of
the Model Code of Con-
duct (MCC) and urged
strict adherence to all
election guidelines. He
called upon citizens to
cooperate with the police,
maintain peace and har-
mony, and refrain from
any unlawful or provoc-
ative activities during the
election period.

The police presence ac-
ross sensitive and densely
populated areas sent out a
strong message of prepa-
redness and vigilance.

The march aimed at pre-
venting untoward inci-
dents, discouraging
violations of election
norms and reassuring
voters of a safe and
peaceful polling environ-
ment.The flag march was
conducted peacefully and
successfully achieved its
objective of enhancing
public awareness and
strengthening confidence
in the security arrange-
ments put in place by the
police ahead of the mu-
nicipal polls.

Traffic Police’s Swift and Humane Action

Rescues Trapped Eagle in Begumpet

HYDERABAD
Wakeup telangana

An eagle trapped in banned sharp
manja was successfully rescued by
Traffic Police officers at the Traftic
Training Institute (TTI), Begum-
pet, following their timely and
compassionate intervention.

The bird was found entangled in
manja tied to the branches of a tree
within the TTI premises. The situ-
ation was noticed by Smt. A.
Laxmi, Additional Deputy Com-
missioner of Police, Traffic-1, Mal-
kajgiri, and G. Shankar Raju,
Assistant Commissioner of Police,
Traffic, Trimulgherry Division,
while they were passing through
the area. Both officers immediately
stopped and rushed to the spot.

With the assistance of Traffic Po-

lice staff, the eagle was carefully
brought down from the tree. The
banned manja, which was tightly
wrapped around the bird’s legs,
was patiently removed, and nec-
essary care was provided

on the spot. After the successful
rescue, the eagle flew away safely,
averting a potentially fatal inci-
dent.

The officers emphasized that the
use of banned manja poses serious
risks to birds, animals, and hu-
mans, often resulting in severe in-
juries and loss of life. They
appealed to the public to strictly

follow the ban and act responsibly.

This incident highlights that the
Traffic Police’s role extends bey-
ond traffic regulation and road
safety to protecting all forms of
life, including wildlife.

Gangula Fires Back at Bandi Sanjay, Says ‘BRS Alone
Built Karlmnagar BJP Brought Nothing’

KARIMANGAR
Wakeup telangana

Municipal election cam-
paigning has gathered mo-
mentum across Telangana,
with all major political
parties intensifying their
outreach in the undivided
Karimnagar district. Amid
sharp criticism by Union
Minister Bandi Sanjay
against the BRS and Con-
gress parties, former min-
ister and Karimnagar
MLA Gangula Kamalakar
has issued a strong
counter, taking on the BJP
leader point by point.Ad-
dressing the media during
the election campaign,
Gangula Kamalakar al-
leged that during the ten-
year BRS rule, the Central

government did not ex-
tend any meaningful sup-
port to Telangana, nor did
Union Minister Bandi
Sanjay bring any special
funds for the state. He as-
serted that the devel-
opment of Karimnagar
city is possible only under
the BRS party and ac-
cused the BJP of making
false claims for political
mileage.Gangula Kamala-

kar partlclpated in the
election campaign of BRS
candidate Kalakonda
Jyothna in the 62nd ward
of the Karimnagar Munic-
ipal Corporation. Speak-
ing on the occasion, he
said it was the BRS gov-
ernment that brought the
Smart City project to Kar-
imnagar in 2016 due to
sustained pressure from
the then TRS leadership.
He questioned BJP leaders
who now claim credit for
the Smart City project,
asking why roads were
not developed earlier in
BJP-represented di-
visions. Throwing an open
challenge to Union Minis-
ter Bandi Sanjay, Gangula
Kamalakar said he would
step aside from politics if

the BJP could show even
a single government order
worth two rupees brought
from the Centre for Kar-
imnagar over the last two-
and-a-half years. He
maintained that from 2016
to 2019, major city roads
were developed under the
BRS government and that
even before Bandi Sanjay
became MP, the state gov-
ernment had already
transformed the city with
its own funds.The former
minister also claimed that
the cable bridge in Karim-
nagar was completed
within two-and-a-half
years solely with state
government funds, credit-
ing the BRS for its timely
execution.
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Musk’s Under

4

ground Tunnels In Las Vegas Face

Scrutiny Over Safety, Environmental Concerns

WASHINTONS
Wakeup telangana

Elon Musk’s “Vegas
Loop,” a network of un-
derground tunnels to ferry
passengers in Teslas, was
under fresh scrutiny this
week from Nevada law-
makers who raised con-
cern about alleged
workplace safety and en-
vironmental violations.
Lawmakers spent hours
grilling state safety offi-
cials over alleged vio-
lations by the Boring
Company, the Musk-
owned venture with tun-
neling projects also
planned in Nashville and
Dubai. Company officials
declined to attend but pro-
vided written answers de-
fending the project.

“I think they are a com-
pany that acts like they
are kind of above the law

and want to play by their
own set of rules,” Demo-
cratic Assemblymember
Howard Watts, whose dis-
trict includes the tunnel
project, told The Associ-
ated Press. First opened in
2021, the Vegas Loop
offers free rides around
the Las Vegas Convention
Center and charges be-
tween $4 and $12 for
rides to some hotels, casi-
nos and the airport. The
Teslas can be hailed by
website or accessed at sta-
tions. The Boring Com-
pany is approved to build
68 miles (109.44 kilo-
meters) of tunnels and
104 stations over the next
few years in Vegas, a city
that lacks fast and robust
public transit.

Vegas Mayor Shelley
Berkley praised the proj-
ect in January after the
city issued a permit for a

new tunnel. “The city is
excited to bring an inno-
vative transportation op-
tion to downtown Las
Vegas and create another
way for visitors to experi-
ence all that the city has
to offer,” she said.

The Boring Company has
been accused of breaking
multiple safety and envi-
ronmental rules. Between
2020 and 2026, 17 com-
plaints were filed with the
Nevada State Occupa-
tional Safety and Health
Administration. Last year

ProPublica reported the
company was accused of
nearly 800 environmental
violations for its Las
Vegas project.

Of those 17 complaints,
one resulted in an inspec-
tion with eight proposed
citations, including claims
that 15 to 20 employees
were injured after getting
burned with accelerants
and that there were no
showers available for em-
ployees who got sprayed
with the accelerants. Sev-
eral other complaints are
still open. The Boring
Company has paid nearly
$600,000 in fines, most of
which went to the local
water reclamation district
for discharging untreated
wastewater. The company
is fighting around
$355,000 in fines with
Nevada’s OSHA and the
Nevada Division of Envi-

ronmental Protection.

The company did not re-
turn emails seeking com-
ment from The Associated
Press. But in a letter to
lawmakers, the company
emphasized its safety
procedures, including
daily inspections and
workplace safety training.
Watts on Tuesday also
highlighted a September
2025 incident in which a
worker suffered a crush-
ing injury inside a tunnel
after being pinned be-
tween two 4,000-foot
pipes. Firefighters used a
crane to extract him from
the tunnel opening, Watts
said. In a September state-
ment to local news out-
lets, the company said it
was investigating the inci-
dent and that the safety
and well-being of its em-
ployees are top priority.

4 Indian Students Among Several
Injured In Stabbing Attack In Russia

MOSCOW
Wakeup telangana

At least six people, in-
cluding four Indians stu-
dents, were injured on
Saturday in a stabbing at-
tack at a university in
Russia's Bashkortostan
Republic, media reports
and the Indian mission
here said.According to
preliminary reports, a
teenager armed with a
knife entered a dormitory
of the State Medical Uni-
versity in Ufa in the
Bashkortostan Republic.
He attacked the students
living there and stabbed
several of them, the Inte-
rior Ministry said.

"The attacker resisted
arrest, during which two
police officers were
stabbed. Furthermore,
the suspect also inflicted
bodily harm on himself,"
Interior Ministry spokes-
person Maj General Irina
Volk was quoted as say-

ing by RTVI.com web-
portal. Calling it an "un-
fortunate incident", the
Indian Embassy here
said, "Several persons in-
cluding four Indian stu-
dents have been injured."
The Embassy said it is in
touch with the au-
thorities, and officials
from the Consulate in
Kazan are en route to
Ufa to provide assistance
to the injured students.
In a release, the Russian
Federal Health Ministry
said that four people in-
jured in the attack are re-
ceiving medical care.
One is in serious con-
dition, while three others
are in moderate con-
dition, it added. The at-
tacker, identified as a
15-year-old youth, has

also been admitted to a
local children's hospital
in serious condition, the
Baza telegram channel
said. Authorities in Ufa,
the capital of the Bash-
kortostan Republic about

1,200 km east of Mos-
cow, have launched a
high-level probe into the
incident.

The Baza channel
claimed that the attacker
belonged to a banned
neo-Nazi outfit. "He be-
longed to the banned
NS/WP neoNazi organi-
sation. During the frenzy
of attack, he was shout-
ing nationalist slogans
about (the) Holocaust," it
said and shared the photo
of a Swastika drawn on a
wall with the blood of
the victims. According to
eyewitnesses, "there was
blood all around," Ren
TV said, showing foot-
age of wounded being
taken to hospital by am-
bulance vans.

Islamabad Suicide Bombing Triggers

Anti-Pakis

JAMMU
Wakeup telangana

Several parts of Jammu
and Kashmir and Ladakh
witnessed a surge of anger
on Friday evening as
thousands of residents—
most of them from the
Shia Muslim com-
munity—poured onto the
streets in response to the
devastating suicide bomb-
ing at a mosque in Islama-
bad. The attack, carried
out during Friday prayers
in the Pakistani capital,
claimed at least 31 lives
and left 169 others in-
jured. News of the
tragedy spread swiftly ac-
ross the region, stirring
grief and outrage and set-
ting off a wave of public
demonstrations that grew
more intense over the fol-
lowing day.

By Saturday afternoon,
protests had swelled ac-
ross the Kashmir Valley,
several districts of
Jammu, and Kargil in La-
dakh, a region with a sig-
nificant Shia population.
Residents marched
through streets and town

squares, accusing Paki-
stan of nurturing instabil-
ity and allowing extremist
networks to flourish. The
bombing quickly rever-
berated across the border,
prompting political
groups, civil society orga-
nisations, and student
bodies in J&K and La-
dakh to denounce what
they alleged is Pakistan’s
continued complicity in
terrorism.

In Srinagar, Jammu, Leh,
and Kargil, protesters or-
ganised coordinated
marches where angry
youth chanted slogans
condemning the perpe-
trators of the heinous at-
tack. Across the Valley,
the Shia community
turned out in large
numbers, holding demon-
strations in Baramulla,
Srinagar, and Bandipora
to express solidarity with
the victims and denounce
the violence in Islamabad.
Reports received here
mentioned significant
gatherings at Chainabal
Pattan in Baramulla,
Imambara Zadibal and
Harwan in Srinagar, In-

derkote—Sumbal in Bandi-
pora, and Diver Parihasi-
pora. Protesters raised
slogans such as “Pakistan
Murdabad (down with Pa-
kistan)” and
“Hukumat-e-Pakistan
Murdabad (down with Pa-
kistan government),” ex-
pressing solidarity with
the victims while con-
demning the attack on
Shia worshippers.
Kashmir’s chief Muslim
cleric, Mirwaiz Umar Fa-
rooq, described the bomb-
ing as “deeply painful and
strongly condemnable.”
In a social media post, he
wrote that bloodshed in-
side a place of worship
was profoundly distres-
sing for the entire
Ummah. He extended
condolences to the fam-
ilies of the victims and
prayed for the swift re-
covery of the injured, urg-
ing unity and patience in
the face of such tragedy.
His post on ‘X’ read,
“The heinous suicide
bombing attack that took
place during Friday
prayers at an Imambargah
in Islamabad, Pakistan,

an Protests in J&K Ladakh

killing more than thirty
worshippers, is deeply
painful and strongly con-
demnable. Bloodshed in
such a manner, that too at
a place of worship, is pro-
foundly distressing and
unsettling, a moment of
deep pain and reflection
for the Ummabh.

“My heartfelt sympathies
and prayers are with the
families of the victims,
for the swift recovery of
the injured, and for peace,
patience, and unity to pre-
vail in such a distressing
situation.”

In Ladakh, youth organi-
sations and community
leaders echoed these con-
cerns, warning that Paki-
stan’s internal turmoil
poses a broader threat to
regional peace. They
called on New Delhi to
continue strengthening
border security and inten-
sifying diplomatic pres-
sure. Despite the scale of
the demonstrations, au-
thorities maintained tight
security and the protests
remained largely peaceful.
India formally condemned
the bombing.

Fadnavis: BJP’s Win In Maha Polls Will
Impact Munlmpal Elections In Telangana

ADILABAD
Wakeup telangana

Maharashtra Chief
Minister Devendra Fad-
navis on Saturday said
the BJP’s performance
in the recent municipal
elections in Maharash-
tra would have a posi-
tive impact on the
party’s prospects in the
Telangana municipal
polls. Addressing a BJP
Vijay Sankalp Sabha at
Kagaznagar, he said
Maharashtra’s electoral
outcome would in-
fluence the political at-
mosphere in
neighbouring Telan-
gana. He appealed to
voters to support BJP
candidates in Asifabad
and Kagaznagar mu-
nicipalities and the
Mancherial Municipal
Corporation.

Referring to inter-state
cooperation, Fadnavis
said the Maharashtra
government was willing

to extend support for
the Pranahita-Chevella
project, even though
about two lakh acres
were expected to be
submerged in Maha-
rashtra. He said his
government was pre-
pared to hold discus-
sions with the
Telangana government
and emphasised main-
taining cordial relations
with neighbouring
states under the ‘Ek
Bharat Shreshtha Bha-
rat’ initiative led by Na-
rendra Modi.

Fadnavis said devel-
opment of municipal-
ities was possible
through Central govern-
ment schemes such as
Smart City, AMRUT,

Swachh Bharat and
PMAY, and asserted
that BJP-led municipal-
ities would benefit
when the party was in
power at the Centre. He
criticised both the BRS
and the Congress gov-
ernments for not paying
compensation for lands
acquired in Gadchiroli
for the Kaleshwaram
project. He said the Ma-
harashtra government
had paid compensation
for submergence of
lands and recalled ex-
tending assistance in
2015 when the then
Chief Minister K.
Chandrashekar Rao
sought support for the
project on the Godavari
river.

He alleged that both
the BRS and Congress
governments had failed
to compensate Maha-
rashtra farmers and ac-
cused them of
mismanaging Telan-
gana’s finances, claim-
ing the state had moved
from a surplus budget
position to heavy debt.
He also alleged corrup-
tion by both parties.
Fadnavis said the na-
tional highway connect-
ing Bellampalli in
Telangana with Gadchi-
roli in Maharashtra
would be completed
soon and claimed that
development was pro-
gressing rapidly in
states governed by the
BJP. He alleged that
Chief Minister A. Re-
vanth Reddy was pursu-
ing appeasement
politics and made alle-
gations regarding diver-
sion of SC and ST
reservations.

Sudan: Drone Strike by Paramilitary
Kills 24, Including 8 Children

CAIRO
Wakeup telangana

A drone attack by a paramil-
itary group hit a vehicle car-
rying displaced families in
central Sudan Saturday, kill-
ing at least 24 people, in-
cluding eight children, a
doctors’ group said. The at-
tack by the Rapid Support
Forces occurred close to the
city of Rahad in North Kor-
dofan province, said the
Sudan Doctors Network,
which tracks the country’s
ongoing war. The vehicle
transported displaced people
who fled fighting in the Du-

beiker area of North Kordo-
fan, the doctors’ group said
in a statement. Among the
dead children were two in-
fants, the group said.

The doctors’ group urged
the international community
and rights organizations to
“take immediate action to
protect civilians and hold
the RSF leadership directly
accountable for these vio-
lations.” There was no im-
mediate comment from the
RSF, which has been at war
against the Sudanese mili-
tary for control of the coun-
try for about three years.
Sudan plunged into chaos in

April 2023 when a power
struggle between the mili-
tary and the RSF exploded
into open fighting in the
capital, Khartoum, and else-
where in the country. The
devastating war has killed
more than 40,000 people,
according to U.N. figures,
but aid groups say that is an
undercount and the true
number could be many
times higher. It created the
world’s largest humanitarian
crisis with over 14 million
people forced to flee their
homes. It fueled disease out-
breaks and pushed parts of
the country into famine.

18% US Tariffs.........

Today’s framework reaffirms the
countries’ commitment to the
broader U.S.-India Bilateral
Trade Agreement (BTA) negotia-
tions, launched by President Don-
ald J. Trump and Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on February 13,
2025, which will include ad-
ditional market access commit-
ments and support more resilient
supply chains. The Interim
Agreement between the United
States and India will represent a
historic milestone in our coun-
tries’ partnership, demonstrating
a common commitment to recip-
rocal and balanced trade based on
mutual interests and concrete out-
comes,” read the joint statement
on the pact.

PM Modi said India and the US
share a commitment to promoting
innovation and this framework
will further deepen investment
and technology partnerships be-
tween the two nations. “Great
news for India and USA! We
have agreed on a framework for
an Interim Trade Agreement be-
tween our two great nations. I
thank President Trump for his
personal commitment to robust
ties between our countries. This
framework reflects the growing
depth, trust and dynamism of our

partnership. It strengthens ‘Make
in India’ by opening new oppor-
tunities for India’s hardworking
farmers, entrepreneurs, MSMEs,
StartUp innovators, fishermen
and more. It will generate large-
scale employment for women and
youngsters,” PM Modi said in a
post on X tagging Mr Trump.
“This framework will also
strengthen resilient and trusted
supply chains and contribute to
global growth. As India moves
forward towards building a Viksit
Bharat, we remain committed to
building global partnerships that
are future-oriented, empower our
people and contribute to shared
prosperity,” added PM.

Revanth: None........

He alleged that the district had
suffered due to Chandrashekar
Rao’s negligence and said that
the Kaleshwaram project, built at
a cost of "1 lakh crore, had col-
lapsed within three years. He al-
leged that Kaleshwaram funds
were used by the BRS president’s
family members to build farm-
houses. Revanth Reddy referred
to a statement by Sabitha Indra
Reddy that she had joined the
BRS for the development of Ran-
gareddy district, and questioned
why necessary permissions were
not obtained for completion of ir-

FROM FRONT PAGE

rigation projects there if that was
the case. Assuring completion of
land acquisition for the reservoir
at Lakshmidevipally, the Chief
Minister said plans had been for-
mulated to complete the project.
“It is our responsibility to bring
Godavari waters and make Tan-
dur, Parigi and Vikarabad fertile,”
he said, adding that Krishna
waters would be diverted to Mak-
thal, Narayanpet and Kodangal
constituencies to irrigate 1.5 lakh
acres.

The Chief Minister said that
Chandrashekar Rao had promised
to develop Rayalaseema in
Andhra Pradesh as “Ratanala-
seema”, during a visit to YSRC
leader Roja’s house in Chittoor,
and but had never promised Go-
davari water to Rangareddy dis-
trict.

RBI Pauses Rate......

He directed officials to expand
tourism infrastructure, promote
emerging destinations, and ensure
that safety, accessibility, and con-
nectivity remain top priorities.
Enhanced road networks, stable
governance, and improved digital
services, he said, would enable
J&K to realise its potential as a
global tourism hub.

Addressing concerns following
last year’s terror attack in Pahal-

gam, which had dealt a blow to
the tourism sector, Shah noted
that the enthusiasm of domestic
travellers to visit the scenic Hi-
malayan region “has not dimin-
ished.” He called for aggressive
promotion of J&K'’s tourism of-
ferings in other states to fully tap
the region’s vast potential. The
Centre, he assured, would extend
all necessary support to develop
new tourist circuits and
strengthen existing ones.

The Pahalgam attack of April 22
last year had claimed 26 lives and
temporarily disrupted the tourism
industry. Shah’s remarks sought
to reaffirm the government’s re-
solve to restore confidence and
revive the sector. During the de-
velopment review meeting—at-
tended by Lieutenant Governor
Manoj Sinha, Chief Minister
Omar Abdullah, the Union Home
Secretary, and senior officials
from both the Centre and the
J&K administration—Shah ex-
amined progress in expanding 4G
services and optical fibre connec-
tivity across the region. The dis-
cussions also covered industrial
investments, power projects, and
measures to strengthen last-mile
delivery of welfare schemes.Ear-
lier, the Home Minister distrib-
uted compassionate appointment
letters to the next of kin.
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Threat to blow up Vande
Bharat rattles Sec’had

HYDERABAD
Wakeup telangana

Railway authorities have
received a letter claiming
to be from “ISIS-Jiha-
dists,” threatening to
blow up the Vande Bha-
rat Express at Secunder-
abad if a ransom of 32
crore was not paid. The
letter, dated February 2
and addressed to the Se-
cunderabad division gen-
eral manager, warned
that failure to meet the
demand would result in a
blast killing at least 350
passengers. Special

teams were formed to
probe the threat. Investi-
gators examined footage
from over 450 CCTV
cameras and found the
letter had been posted
from a Rangareddy post
box.

Bomb detection squads
and sniffer dogs were de-
ployed across railway
stations. A senior railway
police officer said the
letter appears to be a
hoax, mischievously
posted, but added: “We
are probing all aspects
and will soon get the cul-
prits.”

51 Naxalites Surrender In Chhattisgarh

BHOPAL
Wakeup telangana

Union home minister
Amit Shah arrived in
Chhattisgarh on Saturday
on a three-day visit to re-
view the anti-Naxal
strategy ahead of the
March 31 deadline to end
Maoism. Shah is sched-
uled to hold a high-level
meeting of state and Cen-
tral security officials late
on Saturday night to as-
sess counterinsurgency
measures in view of the
target date. Sources said
the meeting would be at-
tended by senior officials
from security forces and
intelligence agencies.

On Sunday, the home
minister is expected to

chair another high-level
review meeting focusing
on the security situation in
Naxal-affected areas of
Chbhattisgarh, Telangana,
Mabharashtra and Odisha.
The meeting will review
the progress of anti-Naxal
operations and intelli-
gence inputs, sources said.
“The meeting may pre-
pare a strategy to end the
remaining vestiges of Left
Wing Extremism in the
country,” a

senior police officer said.
Shah is also scheduled to
attend the closing cere-
mony of the three-day
‘Bastar Pandum’ festival
at Jagdalpur, the head-
quarters of Bastar, on
Monday before conclud-
ing his visit.

Teacher To Undergo Fresh Disability Test

HYDERABAD
Wakeup telangana

A two-judge panel of the
Telangana High Court di-
rected a fresh medical ex-
amination of a
postgraduate teacher ap-
pointed under the Persons
with Disabilities (PWD)
quota, after noting serious
inconsistencies in the dis-
ability certificates pro-
duced in her case. The
panel comprising Justice P.
Sam Koshy and Justice
Narsing Rao Nandikonda
was dealing with a writ ap-
peal filed by the Telangana
Residential Educational

Institutions Recruitment
Board (TREIRB), chal-
lenging an order of a sin-
gle judge who set aside the
cancellation of the peti-
tioner’s appointment.

The dispute concerns the
appointment of V. Sriu-
jana, selected as a post-
graduate teacher
(Biological Science) under
the PwD (hearing impair-
ment) category pursuant to
a recruitment notification
issued by TREIRB. It was
pointed out that while she
was initially issued a dis-
ability certificate in 2015
assessing her hearing im-
pairment at 54 per cent, a

medical examination con-
ducted during the recruit-
ment process in May 2024
assessed her disability at
29 per cent, which fell
below the 40 per cent
threshold prescribed under
the notification. On this
basis, her appointment was
cancelled on August 21,
2024. The writ petitioner
contended that she was
validly selected under the
PwD quota based on a dis-
ability certificate and that
the subsequent reduction
in the percentage of dis-
ability was arbitrary and
unjustified. She argued
that hearing impairment

was a permanent condition
and that minor variations
in assessment should not
defeat her statutory entitle-
ment. Opposing the plea,
TREIRB contended that
the recruitment notifica-
tion mandated a minimum
40 per cent disability at the
stage of verification and
appointment. It was argued
that the medical assess-
ment conducted during re-
cruitment in May 2024,
which reflected only 29
per cent disability, was
decisive and binding and
that selection under the
PwD category was con-
ditional.

Brother Held For Murder of
Advocate Over Land

HYDERABAD
Wakeup telangana

A day after advocate Gotike
Swapna was murdered in her
agricultural land at Kethired-
dypally in Moinabad, police
on Thursday arrested four
persons including her brother
G. Raju and his associates Er-
rolla Sandeep, Vadde Veeresh
and Kavali Shiva Lingam.
The murder was said to be the
fall-out over a property dis-
pute. Swapna was murdered
when she went to the farm-
land to get the land surveyed
with the intention of selling a
portion of it for her marriage
expenses. Police said she had
recently married a man she
was in a relationship with
through an Arya Samaj cere-
mony. To raise funds for a tra-
ditional marriage, she planned

to sell one acre out of the four
acres of land said to be reg-
istered in her name.

Chevella DCP Yogesh Gau-
tam said she was accompa-
nied her mother Venkatamma,
another advocate and a sur-
veyor to the land in Survey
No. 339. “Raju knocked
down Swapna with his car.
When she fell down, his asso-
ciates attacked her,” he al-
leged. Police

said Swapna’s father had
married Mallamma, who had
no children. He later married
her younger sister Venka-
tamma, with whom he had
four children: two sons and
two daughters including
Swapna and Raju. The eldest
daughter was married in
2001, while one of the
brothers later died in a road
accident.

Plea claims GHMC inaction

HYDERABAD
Wakeup telangana

Justice Lakshmi Narayan
Alishetty of the Telangana
High Court took on file a
plea alleging inaction on
the part of GHMC in pre-
venting alleged illegal and
unauthorised constructions
by Meridian School at
Madhapur, Serilingam-
pally mandal. The judge
was dealing with a writ pe-
tition filed by Umesh
Lunker and another. Ac-
cording to the petition, the
petitioners were owners of
land in Survey No. 14/1,
Madhapur, where Merid-
ian School was allegedly
carrying out construction

activities without obtain-
ing a sanctioned building
plan from the competent
authorities. It was con-
tended that the petitioners
submitted a detailed rep-
resentation requesting the
authorities to restrain the
school management from
proceeding with further
construction. Despite the
lapse of several years, no
action was taken. The peti-
tioner contended that the
unauthorised constructions
had continued unchecked
due to administrative apa-
thy. Counsel appearing for
the respondents contended
that the school had not de-
viated from the permis-
sions granted.

HC Says Renewal Of Passport Is Not Automatic

HYDERABAD
Wakeup telangana

The Telangana High
Court made it clear that
passport renewal was not
automatic and that the
authorities were empow-
ered to revoke a passport
on the basis of intelli-
gence inputs that the
holder may, or was
likely, to engage, outside
India, in activities prej-
udicial to the sovereignty
and integrity of the na-
tion. Justice Nagesh
Bheemapaka of the High
Court held that issuance
or renewal of a passport
was governed by stat-
utory provisions under
the Passports Act, 1967,
and could not be claimed
as a matter of right when
national security con-
cerns were involved.
Saying so, the judge dis-
missed a petition filed by
Akram Ali Mohammed,
who challenged the ac-
tion of the Regional

L -

Passport Authority
(RPA) in revoking his
passport in 2019, though
it was valid up to July 3,
2028. The petitioner said
he was working as a
journalist since 2005 and
was now running his
own Urdu news website.
He alleged that the RPA
had revoked his passport
without prior notice or
opportunity of hearing.
The RPA justified the
revocation on the basis
of intelligence inputs re-
ceived from the state in-
telligence department.
According to the au-
thorities, the petitioner
was likely to engage in
activities outside India
prejudicial to the sov-
ereignty and integrity of
the nation. The city po-
lice commissioner filed a

counter-affidavit, refer-
ring to the petitioner’s
alleged involvement in a
criminal case, connec-
tions with alleged anti-
national elements,
possession of arms and
explosives, and activities
said to have caused com-
munal disharmony
through media broad-
casts. It was also stated
that a personal surveil-
lance file had been
opened against the peti-
tioner.

[t was stated that the pe-
titioner had connection
with IST activists Mo-
hammad Saleem Junaid
and had concealed a pis-
tol of 30 rounds and 1 kg
of potassium chloride
mixer at his cycle shop
godown. The police sub-
mitted to the court that in
2018, an issue was raised
between Sunni and Shia
sects about a hate speech
in Abubakar Masjid situ-
ated at Mirchowk, Hy-
derabad. and petitioner
had broadcast his views

in favour of one com-
munity through his news
channel. It was also
stated that in 2019, an
issue was raised in the
Amberpet police limits
with regard to Ek-Khana
Mosque between GHMC
and the Muslim com-
munity and petitioner
had shot a video and
made it viral “in order to
corrupt the minds of a
particular sect of
people”.

After considering the
facts and technical lapses
on the side of the peti-
tioner in filing the peti-
tion against revocation
of the passport, the court
stated when the activities
of a person were under
surveillance by the po-
lice, the courts should be
careful while consid-
ering the case, that too
when it was seriously al-
leged that the peti-
tioner’s activities would
affect the sovereignty
and integrity of India.

RISM

Two things define you: Your patience

when you have nothing and your
attitude when you have everything.

HYDERABAD
Wakeup telangana

The Reserve Bank of
India-led Monetary Pol-
icy Committee’s deci-
sion to leave policy rate
unchanged at 5.25 per
cent came along the
expected lines as it is
prudent to retain fire-
power for the crisis day.
The Central bank ex-
pects GDP growth for
2025-26tobe at7.4
per cent, driven by pri-
vate consumption, fixed
investment and the
service sector. The re-
vival of the manufactur-
ing sector’s growth is
visible even as con-
struction and services
remain resilient.

The RBI forecasts re-
tail inflation based on
the Consumer Price
Index at 2.1 per cent for
financial year 2025-26,
which is below its infla-
tion mandate of four per
cent (with plus or minus
two percentage points).
Though the Central

Imam Al

bank predicts a slight
uptick in the inflation
figure at around four
per cent in the next fis-
cal, it will remain com-
fortable for the country.
Though the economy is
expected to benefit
from the India-EU Free
Trade Agreement and
proposed India-US
trade deal, the Central
bank remains cautious
about the growth out-
look as it has kept its
monetary stance neu-
tral, primarily because
of global uncertainty.
While macroeconomic
actions remain muted in
the monetary state-
ment, the central bank
has taken steps to in-
crease production and

aciiil,
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RBI NEUTRAL AMID UNCERTRINTY
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employment in the
country by doubling col-
lateral-free MSME
loans from Rs 10 lakh
to Rs 20 lakh. This
move will help micro
enterprises. The RBI's
proposal to allow banks
to lend to real estate in-
frastructure trusts
(REITs) is expected to
give a fillip to commer-
cial real estate and, as
a result, lead to em-
ployment generation.
Relaxation in norms for
branch expansion for
select NBFCs too will
create jobs. The biggest
highlight of the mone-
tary policy is the RBI's
proposal to compen-
sate customers, who
lost their money in digi-
tal frauds, up to Rs
25,000. While it may
give some relief to the
victims of cyber frauds,
it should not absolve
RBI of its responsibility
to make payment sys-
tems as far as possible
fraud-proof.
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Dear Reader
Ifyou are facing any
problem inyour neigh-
horhood or strongly
feel aboutanyissue,
youcanwnrite tous.We
will publish your com-

plaintin our columns.
Please send your com-
plaintto editor.
wtonlinedaily@
gmailcom
Orwhatappus
@8885610056
Please mention your
name,addresses and
email i You canaiso
share photographs or
videos aboutthe
issue.
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Tariff relief as India, US finalise
framework for interim trade pact

HYDERABAD
Wakeup telangana

India and the US on Sat-
urday announced they
have reached a framework
for an interim trade agree-
ment under which both
sides will reduce import
duties on a number of
goods to boost two-way
trade.

While the US will reduce
tariffs on Indian goods to
18 per cent from the pres-
ent 50 per cent, India will
eliminate or cut down im-
port duties on all US in-
dustrial goods and a wide
range of American food
and agricultural products,
including dried distillers’
grains, red sorghum for
animal feed, tree nuts,
fresh and processed fruit,
soybean oil, wine and

~

spirits.According to a
joint statement issued by
both sides, India has ex-
pressed its intention to
purchase USD 500 billion
of US energy products,
aircraft and aircraft parts,
precious metals, technol-
ogy products and coking
coal over the next five
years.

“The US and India are
pleased to announce that
they have reached a
framework for an Interim
Agreement regarding re-

-
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ciprocal and mutually
beneficial trade,” the
statement said.

Further, through an ex-
ecutive order, US Pres-
ident Donald Trump has
removed the 25 per cent
tariffs, or additional im-
port duty, that it imposed
on India in August last
year for purchasing Rus-
sian oil, citing that the
country has undertaken
“significant steps” and
New Delhi has committed
to stopping directly or in-

directly importing oil
from Moscow.

“Effective with respect to
goods entered for con-
sumption, or withdrawn
from the warehouse for
consumption, on or after
12.01 am eastern standard
time on February 7, 2026,
products of India im-
ported into the United
States shall no longer be
subject to the additional
ad valorem rate of duty of
25 per cent imposed pur-
suant to Executive Order
14329,” the order said.

On the development,
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi said the interim
trade pact will strengthen
‘Make in India’ by open-
ing up new opportunities
for farmers and entrepre-
neurs, and create jobs for
women and youngsters.

Commerce and Industry
Minister Piyush Goyal
said the interim pact will
open a USD 30 trillion
market for Indian ex-
porters, especially
MSMEs, farmers and
fishermen, as the US
duties on Indian goods
will come down to 18 per
cent from 50 per cent ear-
lier. In August last year,
the US imposed 25 per
cent reciprocal tariffs and
an additional 25 per cent
levy on India for its pur-
chase of Russian oil, hit-
ting Indian exporters hard
as America is their largest
export destination.

The reduction in tariffs
will help boost exports of
India’s labour-intensive
sectors such as textiles
and apparel, leather and
footwear.

CM Felicitates Padma Shri
Winner Dr Vijay Anand Reddy

HYDERABAD
Wakeup telangana

Chief Minister of Andhra Pradesh,
Nara Chandrababu Naidu,
Dr P. Vijay Anand Reddy, Founder of
CURE Foundation and Director of
Apollo Cancer Centres, Hyderabad,
following his conferment of the pres-
tigious Padma Shri Award. The felici-
tation took place at the Chief
Minister’s residence today.

Dr Reddy, expressing his gratitude,
said, “I feel truly blessed and deeply
honoured to be felicitated by Chief
Minister Nara Chandrababu Naidu, a
visionary leader, on receiving the
Padma Shri. This recognition
strengthens my resolve to continue
serving society with greater commit-
ment, compassion, and purpose.”

Dr Reddy has been widely recog-
nized for his exemplary contributions
to oncology and healthcare, particu-
larly through the CURE Foundation,
which has impacted thousands of
lives through cancer awareness, treat-
ment, and support initiatives. His

felicitated

leadersh1p at Apollo Cancer Centres
has been instrumental in advancing
cancer care and research in India.
Chief Minister Naidu lauded Dr
Reddy’s dedication to medical serv-
ice and social welfare, noting that
such recognition inspires younger
generations to pursue excellence in
healthcare and community service.
The felicitation marks a celebration
of both professional achievement and
a lifelong commitment to improving
societal well-being.

RBI keeps repo rate unchanged at
5.25pc, mamtalns neutral stance

HYDERABAD
Wakeup telangana

RBI Governor Sanjay
Malhotra announced on
Friday that the Monetary
Policy Committee has
unanimously decided to
keep the policy repo rate
unchanged at the current
level of 5.25 per cent and
stick to the neutral mone-
tary policy stance.

The RBI Governor said
that the decision to main-
tain the status quo in the
policy rate had been taken
after careful consideration
of the macroeconomic
conditions and the outlook
for the economy ahead.

He said that since the last
monetary policy meeting
in December, global head-
winds have intensified,
but the trade deals signed
by the government augur
well for the economy
going ahead.

Malhotra further stated
that the RBI has decided
to stick to a “neutral pol-
icy stance”.

A neutral stance requires
neither stimulation nor
curbs on liquidity as it

[‘

strikes a fine balance be-
tween controlling infla-
tion without hurting
growth. The RBI has been
sticking to the neutral
stance as it was waiting
for the earlier monetary
policy easing to still play
out, and the unfolding of
trade-related implications.
Malhotra said the infla-
tion level was under con-
trol and below the RBI
tolerance band. The infla-
tion outlook was benign,
and the RBI’s projection
for CPI inflation has been
revised for Q1 and Q2 of
the 2026-27 to 4 per cent
and 4.2 per cent, respec-
tively. He said the minor
increase in the projection
was due to the expected
increase in the prices of
precious metals. However,
the underlying inflation is
expected to be well within
the tolerance level.

The RBI Governor also

said that the growth out-
look for the Indian econ-
omy is favourable and
expected to be driven by
domestic factors.

The Monetary Policy
Committee had reduced
the repo rate by 25 basis
points to 5.25 per cent
from 5.5 per cent in the
December review to spur
growth in the economy.

The Monetary Policy
Committee, chaired by the
RBI Governor, had left
the repo rate unchanged in
the reviews held in Au-
gust and October to keep
inflation in check.

Before that, the RBI re-
duced the repo rate by 100
bps from 6.5 per cent to
5.5 per cent in quick suc-
cession between February
and June, and the trans-
mission to the economy
was still working out.

A lower policy rate and
more liquidity with banks
lead to a decline in inter-
est rates on bank loans,
which makes borrowing
easier for consumers as
well as businesses, result-
ing in more consumption
and investments.

Arjun Returns with Seetha Payanam,
Starring Daughter Aishwarya

Action King Arjun’s Directorial Venture Seetha Payanam Trailer Unveiled, Promises Love, Action, and Drama

HYDERABAD
Wakeup telangana

Action King Arjun is
back in the director’s
chair with Seetha Pay-
anam, produced under his
banner Shree Raam Films
International. The film in-
troduces his daughter,
Aishwarya Arjun, in the
lead role, supported by an
impressive ensemble in-
cluding Niranjan, Sathya-
raj, Prakash Raj, and
Kovai Sarala. Arjun
makes a memorable
cameo, while his nephew,
Action Prince Dhruva
Sarja, adds extra excite-
ment with a special ap-
pearance. The film is set
to release on February
14th, and the theatrical
trailer has already created
a buzz.

Seetha Payanam follows
the story of a young chef

tete

raised by an overprotec-
tive father. During a long
drive, she reluctantly
gives a lift to a stranger,
on the unusual condition
that all his phone calls are
on loudspeaker. What be-
gins as a light-hearted
journey gradually takes a
darker turn, leading to
unexpected twists and

revelations.

Arjun’s expertise is ev-
ident in his direction and
writing, with a clean
narrative and engaging
storytelling. Niranjan im-
presses in his debut as the
male lead, while Aishwa-
rya exudes charm and
maturity. Sathyaraj de-
livers a powerful per-

[N
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formance as the protec-
tive father, and Prakash

Raj adds emotional depth,

especially in a touching
sequence exploring the
meaning of marriage.
Dhruva Sarja’s action-
packed cameo further
heightens the excitement.
G. Balamurugan’s cine-

matography offers vibrant

visuals, complemented by
Melody King Anup
Rubens’ soulful music.
Sai Madhav Burra’s dia-
logues are impactful,
Ayub Khan'’s editing is
crisp, and Kick Ass Kali’s
stunts bring thrilling ac-
tion sequences.

With its Valentine’s Day

release just a week away,
Seetha Payanam promises
a mix of romance, drama,

and action, setting high
expectations among fans
and moviegoers alike.
Cast: Niranjan, Aishwa-
rya Arjun, Sathyaraj, Pra-
kash Raj, Kovai Sarala,
Arjun, Dhruva Sarja
Crew Highlights: Direc-
tor/Producer/Story —
Arjun | Music — Anup
Rubens | Cinematography
— G. Balamurugan | Edi-
tor — Ayub Khan | Stunts
— Kick Ass Kali

Rupee gains 11 paise
t0 90.23 ahead of RBI
MPC decision

NEW DELHI
Wakeup telangana

The rupee rose 11 paise
to 90.23 against the US
dollar in early trade on
Friday on positive inves-
tor sentiments as traders
keenly awaited the RBI’s
MPC announcement.
However, FII outflows,
rise in crude oil prices,
and a marginally stronger
greenback capped sharper
gains in the local unit, ac-
cording to forex traders.
At the interbank foreign
exchange, the rupee
opened at 90.28 against
the greenback before ris-
ing to 90.23, up 11 paise
from its previous close.
On Thursday, the rupee
appreciated 13 paise to
close at 90.34 against the
US dollar. “The Reserve
Bank of India will an-
nounce its monetary pol-
icy today... and the tone
of the language will be of

interest to traders for fu-
ture guidance,” Anil
Kumar Bhansali, Head of
Treasury and Executive
Director, Finrex Treasury
Advisors LLP, said.

Meanwhile, the dollar
index, which gauges the
greenback’s strength
against a basket of six
currencies, was trading
0.04 per cent higher at
97.85.

“The dollar index further
rose but was unable to
cross 98 levels this (Fri-
day) morning as the la-
bour data was not strong
enough,” Bhansali said.

Brent crude, the global
oil benchmark, was trad-
ing 0.33 per cent higher
at USD 67.77 per barrel
in futures trade.

On the domestic equity
market front, Sensex fell
225.15 points to
83,088.78 in early trade,
while Nifty was down
89.25 points.

Gold slips, silver tumbles over 3 pc
on strong dollar, tech sell-off

NEW DELHI
Wakeup telangana

Gold prices fell mod-
erately, while silver lost
over 3 per cent on Friday
due to a stronger dollar
and a rout in global tech-
nology stocks.

MCX gold February fu-
tures fell 0.97 per cent to
Rs 1,50,590 per 10
grams around 10.40 am
on an intraday basis.
Meanwhile, MCX silver
March futures plunged
3.71 per cent to Rs
2,34,775 per kg.

On the MCX, silver
prices had declined as
much as 6 per cent to
their day’s low of Rs
2,29,187 per kg earlier
during the session before
a strong rebound.

Commodities denomi-
nated in dollars became
more expensive for
holders of other cur-
rencies as the US dollar
got poised for its stron-
gest weekly performance
since November, hover-
ing close to a two-week

high.

Silver’s sharp correction
has reignited concerns
over stretched valuations
and heightened volatility,
even as analysts main-
tained that the white
metal’s longer-term fun-
damentals remain con-
structive.

Investment banker JP
Morgan warned that
silver’s rich valuations
could trigger dispropor-
tionate downside during
bouts of market stress,
adding that downside
may be cushioned in the
near term, with prices
stabilising for a recovery
next year.

Analysts called the sharp
drop in precious metals a
“technical correction”
due to longer-term driv-
ers such as geopolitical
uncertainty, central-bank
buying, and macro un-

certainty remaining in-
tact.

The broader uptrend in
COMEX gold remains
intact, with the recent de-
cline reflecting profit
booking and healthy
price digestion rather
than trend reversal, they
said.

Market watchers advised
investors to do staggered
allocations rather than
lump-sum investments to
reduce entry risk.

Strong support is seen in
the Rs 1,37,000 to Rs
1,42,000 zone for MCX
gold futures, while resist-
ance is anchored around
the Rs 1,65,000 to Rs
1,75,000 zone, they said.

Regarding COMEX
silver, they said that a
sustained move beyond
$85-$92 could lead to an
upside momentum up to
$95-$105, with the me-
dium- to long-term out-
look remaining
constructive on steady
industrial demand and
structural supply con-
straints.

THCAA Demands SIT Probe into
Murder of Advocate Swapna Kumari

NEW DELHI
Wakeup telangana

The Telangana High
Court Advocates’ Associa-
tion (THCAA) has de-
manded the constitution
of a Special Investigation
Team (SIT) following the
brutal, premeditated mur-
der of Advocate Gotike
Swapna Kumari (34) of
Kethireddypally Village,
Moinabad Mandal, Ranga
Reddy District, who died
on 04 February 2026.
Highlighting multiple
FIRs, contradictory ac-
counts, and investigative
lapses, the THCAA sub-
mitted a formal represen-
tation to Telangana DGP,
urging immediate inter-
vention. The delegation
included President A.
Jagan, Secretaries Khaja
Vizarath Ali and N. In-
drasen Reddy, and Execu-
tive Members Prakash
Yarra and Naresh Kaleru.
Records reveal the de-
ceased faced repeated at-
tacks over several months,
yet preventive measures
were lacking. FIRs filed at
different stages—FIR No.

738/2025 (Chevella Po-
lice Station, 06-11-2025),
FIR No. 17/2026 (Moina-
bad, 12-01-2026), and
FIR No. 73/2026 (Moina-
bad, 04-02-2026)—ini-
tially portrayed incidents
as road accidents, later ac-
knowledging criminal
conspiracy involving
close family members
over an ancestral property
dispute.

THCAA noted material
contradictions across FIRs
and inquest reports, with
evolving narratives that
suggest deliberate sup-
pression and possible
shielding of influential ac-
cused. The final FIR
records the murder as a
coordinated attack by per-
sons armed with knives
and sticks.

The advocates’ body
stressed the case reflects
not just an individual
tragedy but a threat to rule
of law, women'’s safety,
and legal independence.
They urged the police to
consolidate all FIRs, en-
sure impartial investiga-
tion and prosecution of all
accused, and hold ac-
countable any officials re-
sponsible for prior lapses.

“The conscience of the
justice delivery system
stands seriously tested,”
the THCAA statement
said, expressing faith in
the highest police leader-
ship to secure justice for
Advocate Swapna Kumari
and uphold public con-
fidence in law enforce-
ment.
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Royal Stag BoomBox Returns
Bigger with Season 4 Tour

eagram’s Royal
Stag BoomBox,
the iconic experi-

ential music festival that
fuses Bollywood
melodies with hip-hop
beats, is back with its
much-anticipated Sea-
son 4, promising the big-
gest and most ambitious
edition yet. Titled “The
Original Sound of Gen-
eration Large”, the festi-
val will tour four major
youth hubs—Kolkata,
Vizag, Mumbai and Mo-
hali—bringing together
fans for a one-of-a-kind
live music and cultural
experience.

Season 4 will kick off on
February 21, 2026 in
Kolkata, followed by
Vizag on March 7, Mum-
bai on March 14, and
Mohali on March 28.

The multi-city tour is set
to redefine India’s live
music landscape with an
extraordinary lineup of
celebrated Indian and
international artists.

This year’s power-
packed lineup features
rap icon Badshah, chart-
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PAYAL DHARE | DJ SAHIL GULATI
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THE ORIGINAL SOUND OF
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toppers Armaan Malik,
Divine, Raftaar, and
Dino James, along with
soulful voices Neeti
Mohan, Nikhita Gandhi,
Rashmeet Kaur, and
Sreerama Chandra.
Legendary rock band
Fossils and popular DJ
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interactive element,

Dhare will lead an
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Sahil Gulati add to the
musical diversity, ensur-
ing a dynamic mix of
genres and perform-
ances. Adding a unique

gaming sensation Payal

adrenaline-filled gaming

face-off, making the fes-
tival a complete cultural
spectacle.

Royal Stag BoomBox is
known for delivering im-
mersive, multi-sensory
experiences that go bey-
ond music, blending
sound, lighting, fashion,
food, gaming, and inter-
active fan zones to re-
flect the spirit of today’s
youth culture—The Gen-
eration Large. Each city
edition will showcase vi-
brant cultural elements
that capture the unique
local essence.

Tickets for all four cities
are now live and avail-
able on Skillbox. Fans
can book their passes
at:
https://www.skillboxes.c
om/events/business/roy
al-stag-boombox

Dhurandhar Tops Netflix Global
Chart, Ranks No. 1 In Pakistan

MUMBAI
Wakeup telangana

Filmmaker Aditya Dhar's es-
pionage thriller "Dhurandhar"
has clinched the No. 1 spot on
Netflix's global Top 10 non-
English films list, registering
strong viewership in India and
other markets, including Paki-
stan, where the film is mostly
set. According to Netflix's
Tudum weekly chart for Janu-
ary 26-February 1, "Dhurand-
har" topped the global chart
among non-English films with
7.6 million views. The Ran-
veer Singh-starrer also ranked
No. 1 on Netflix's Top 10
Movies list in Pakistan, a no-
table showing since Indian
films do not get theatrical re-
leases there and the film ad-
dresses cross-border terrorism
emanating from the country.

"Dhurandhar", which released
on December 5, turned out to
be a blockbuster by earning
over Rs 1,300 crore at the box
office. The movie started
streaming on Netflix from
January 30. Set in Lyari town
of Karachi, an area known for
its history of gang wars and
violent turf battles, "Dhurand-
har" revolves around covert
intelligence operations against
the backdrop of geopolitical
and terror events like the Kan-

dahar plane hijack, the 2001
Parliament Attack, and the
26/11 Mumbai attacks.

The film, which also features
Akshaye Khanna, Sanjay
Dutt, Arjun Rampal, R Mad-
havan, and Sara Arjun, has
further performed well across
South Asia, including in Ban-
gladesh and Sri Lanka, the
chart showed. Despite not
being released in Gulf coun-
tries due to its alleged anti-Pa-
kistan narrative, "Dhurandhar"
is trending in several territo-
ries in the region. It ranks No.
1 in the United Arab Emirates,
Bahrain, Qatar, and Oman, is
placed No. 4 in Kuwait, and at
No. 6 in Saudi Arabia, accord-
ing to the streaming platform's
data.In Pakistan, the rest of
the Top 10 movies list is also
dominated by Indian titles.
According to the chart, films

such as Dhanush-Kriti Sanon
starrer "Tere Ishk Mein", Yami
Gautam's "Haq", Ajay Devgn-
led "De De Pyaar De 2", Rani
Mukerji's "Mardaani 2" and
"Mardaani", and "Jolly LLB
3", starring Akshay Kumar
and Arshad Warsi, feature
among the most-watched
movies in the country. The
film's second part, titled
"Dhurandhar: The Revenge",
is slated for a theatrical re-
lease on March 19 in Hindi,
Telugu, Tamil, Kannada, and
Malayalam.The film will
carry forward the story of
Singh's spy-turned-gangster
character Jaskirat Singh
Rangi, also known as Hamza
Ali Mazari, charting his trans-
formation into a killing ma-
chine while also delving into
his backstory before he be-
came a spy.

‘Mirzapur’ movie to hit
theatres on September 4, 2026

MUMBAI
Wakeup telangana

The makers of the upcom-
ing movie adaptation of
“Mirzapur” on Thursday
announced that the film is
all set to hit the silver
screens on September 4.
The official Instagram
handle of Excel Entertain-
ment on Thursday morn-
ing shared a poster of the
upcoming film. Set
against a vast golden de-
sert, the poster showed a
convoy of rugged SUVs
tearing through dunes,
leaving behind dust
clouds and a dark trail that
resembles blood, instantly
hinting at violence and
power struggles.

At the top, the title “MIR-
ZAPUR?” appears in bold,
cracked red letters, evok-
ing blood, heat, and raw

aggression, with “THE
MOVIE” placed just
below it. The release date
“4th September 2026 is

4"‘ SEPTEMBER; ZIJZG .
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clearly highlighted.

The caption read: “Ab
dekhiye bhaukaal bade
parde par. Watch #Mirza-
purTheMovie releasing at
your nearest theatres on
4th September. Dekhiye
#MirzapurTheMovie, 4
September ko aapke naz-
deeki cinemagharon

mein.”

“Mirzapur” follows Ak-
handanand “Kaleen” Tri-
pathi, a crime boss and
businessman who is the
proverbial ruler of Mirza-
pur district in the Purvan-
chal region of Uttar
Pradesh, India.

In the first season, the
main cast features Pankaj
Tripathi, Ali Fazal, Div-
yendu Sharma, Vikrant
Massey, Shweta Tripathi,
Shriya Pilgaonkar, Rasika
Dugal, Harshita Gaur and
Kulbhushan Kharbanda.

The second season retains
the main cast from the
first season, excluding
Vikrant and Shriya, and
features a new cast of
Vijay Varma, Isha Talwar,
Lilliput, Anjum Sharma,
Priyanshu Painyuli,
Anangsha Biswas, and
Neha Sargam.

Pan masala ad case:

Rajasthan panel blocks
non-hailable warrant aganst

MUMBAI
Wakeup telangana

The Rajasthan Consumer
Disputes Redressal Com-
mission on Friday stayed
the issuance of a non-bail-
able warrant against actor

Salman Khan by the dis-
trict consumer commis-
sion in a case of
misleading advertisement.

The state commission on
Friday heard revision peti-
tions filed by a pan ma-
sala company and Khan.

Separately, the presiding
officer of the District
Consumer Commission,
Jaipur-II, heard a
contempt petition filed by
Yogendra Singh.

Khan’s counsel told the
state commission that the
District Consumer Com-
mission, Jaipur-11I, had is-
sued a bailable warrant
without serving summons,
and was now proceeding
to issue a non-bailable
warrant.

The counsel said an ap-

plication seeking cancella-
tion of the bailable war-
rant is also pending before
the commission.

Taking note of this, the

state commission directed
the district commission to
hear the pending applica-
tion expeditiously and re-

strained it from issuing a
non-bailable warrant until
the bailable warrant is ex-
ecuted.

District Consumer Dis-
putes Redressal Commis-
sion, Jaipur-11, had issued
a bailable warrant against
the actor and directed him
to appear on February 6.

The order was passed
while hearing a contempt

petition filed by complai-
nant Yogendra Singh.

In the petition, the com-
plainant alleged that de-
spite an interim restraint
imposed by the commis-
sion on January 6, 2026,
advertisements of Rajsh-
ree Pan Masala were still
being displayed, amount-
ing to contempt of the
commission’s order.

The original complaint
alleged that Rajshree Pan
Masala company and its
brand ambassador, Sal-
man Khan, were issuing
misleading advertisements
under the names “Kesar
Yukt Elaichi” and “Kesar
Yukt Pan Masala”. Taking
cognisance of the com-
plaint, the commission
had imposed an interim
ban on the promotion and
advertisement of the pro-
duct on January 6.

The complainant later
filed a contempt petition
claiming that, despite the
ban, a signboard carrying
the same advertisement.

Skipper Surya Salvages |CC

Game Agamst USA

NEW DELHI
Wakeup telangana

in talks with PCB over
India-Pakistan match boycott

Skipper Suryakumar
Yadav’s rescue act and
disciplined bowling were
the highlights as India got
out of jail to beat USA in
their T20 World Cup
opener and lock two
points from the topsy-turvy
game at the Wankhede
Stadium here on Saturday
night. After the team
drifted into troubled
waters, Surya steadied
the rocking boat with a
solid 84 that came off 49
balls and contained 10
fours and four hits that
sailed over the boundary.
The knock took India to a
decent 161 for 9 and gave
the bowlers enough to de-
fend. USA put up a brief
fight via a 58-run stand for
the fourth wicket between
Milind Kumar (34) and
Sanjay Krishnamurthi (37)
but that was about it. They
eventually managed 132
for 8 to hand the hosts a
29-run win.

Fast bowler Mohammed
Siraj, who was drafted into
the playing Xl in place of
an ill Jasprit Bumrah, took

3 for 29. He was ably sup-
ported by Arshdeep Singh
(2/18) and Axar Patel
(2/24). Earlier, overcon-
fident India slipped to an
embarrassing 77 for 6 in
the 13th over when Surya
stepped up to repair the
damage. He first put on a
41-run stand for the sev-
enth wicket with No. 8
Axar Patel (14), followed
by 22 for the eighth with
Arshdeep Singh (4) and a
further 21 with Varun
Chakravarthy (0) to lend
the Indian total some re-
spectability.

Sky was innovative in the
death overs as he un-
packed unorthodox shots,
often losing his balance
and falling to the ground
but achieving the desired
results as the ball either
raced to the boundary or
sailed over it. Surya made
the most of a dropped
chance when he was on
15 - medium pacer Ran-
jane could not hold on to a
return catch in his follow-
through with the Indian
score reading 63 for 4 in
the 10th over.

NEW DELHI
Wakeup telangana

The International
Cricket Council (ICC)
is holding talks with
the Pakistan Cricket
Board (PCB) to re-
solve Pakistan’s boy-
cott of its high-profile
T20 World Cup match
against India scheduled
for February 15 in Co-
lombo, AFP reported
on Saturday. The clash,
one of the most com-
mercially valuable fix-
tures in world cricket,
has been thrown into
uncertainty after Paki-
stan’s government di-
rected the national
team not to play the
match.

According to sources
close to the devel-
opments, the PCB ap-
proached the ICC
following a formal

communication from
the global governing
body. The ICC is at-
tempting to resolve the
issue through dialogue
rather than confron-
tation, seeking a diplo-
matic solution to avoid
a major disruption to
the tournament. The
India-Pakistan contest
is worth millions of
dollars in broadcast
rights, sponsorships
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and advertising reve-
nue, making it one of
the most lucrative
events in international
sport.

Pakistan’s refusal to
play India stems from
growing political ten-
sions surrounding the
tournament. As part of
a broader protest, Paki-
stan declined to face
co-hosts India in their
Group A fixture, plac-

ing the marquee match
in serious doubt. If Pa-
kistan officially for-
feits the game, the
team will lose two cru-
cial points and suffer a
major setback to their
net run rate, potentially
damaging their
chances of qualifying
for the next stage.

India, however, has
confirmed its readiness
to play. Captain Surya-
kumar Yadav stated
earlier this week that
the Indian team would
travel to Colombo for
the match as sched-
uled, indicating India’s
willingness to proceed
with the fixture.

The 20-team T20
World Cup has already
been overshadowed by
political disputes. Ban-
gladesh were removed
from the tournament
after refusing to play in

India due to security
concerns and were re-
placed by Scotland,
further highlighting the
tense atmosphere sur-
rounding the competi-
tion.

Pakistan began their
campaign on Saturday
with a win over the
Netherlands in the
tournament opener, but
the uncertainty over
the India clash con-
tinues to dominate
headlines.

India and Pakistan
have not played bilat-
eral cricket for more
than a decade and now
only face each other in
global or regional tour-
naments, making any
encounter between the
two arch-rivals both
politically sensitive
and globally signifi-
cant.



Hyderabad

Wake Up Telangana | HYDERABAD | SUNDAY | FEBRUARY 8, 2026

Secunderabad residents protest
over ‘illegal’ manhole near horewell

I ruary 6, protested against the Secunderabad

Cantonment Board for allegedly constructing

an “illegal” manhole near a borewell designated for
drinking water. The protest was held at Idiramma
Nagar, Rasoolpura, under Secunderabad Cantonment
Board Ward 2. The protestors claimed that the drainage
water is seeping into the groundwater which is affect-
ing 150 families living in the area.

They alleged that the residents are facing a “man-made
disaster” as children, women, and the elderly are suffer-
ing from infections and diseases. According to the pro-
testors, the authorities haven’t taken action despite
repeated complaints regarding the issue.

They demanded the construction of a new drainage
line and said, “We demand immediate removal and re-
construction of the drainage line, a scientific safety in-

spection of the borewell, and strict action against
negligent officers and contractors.”

Residents of Secunderabad on Friday, Feb-

Congress Will Clean Sweep
Municinal olls: Uttam

urday expressed confidence that the Congress

would secure a clean sweep in the forthcoming
Municipal Corporation and Municipality elections. Ad-
dressing election meetings in Korutla and Metpally mu-
nicipalities of Jagtial district, the Minister criticised the
BJP-led NDA government at the Centre, alleging that
Telangana had been subjected to injustice. He claimed
that the state had received only limited funds from the
Centre over the past 12 years and said commitments
made at the time of State bifurcation in 2014 remained
unfulfilled.

Referring to the performance of the state government,
Uttam Kumar Reddy said welfare schemes had reached
the grassroots. He cited the implementation of the Six
Guarantees, including free power up to 200 units, free
bus travel for women, issue of new ration cards and the
Indiramma Housing scheme, as factors contributing to
public support for the Congress.

I rrigation minister N. Uttam Kumar Reddy on Sat-

Hyderahad Hosts NSD's
Silver Juhilee Festival

he Hyderabad chapter of the 25th Bharat
Rang Mahotsav, the silver jubilee edition

of the National School of Drama’s (NSD)
annual theatre festival, began at Ravindra Bharathi
on Friday, bringing four curated productions to the
city over four evenings with free entry for au-
diences. “Bringing the 25th edition of Bharat Rang

Mabhotsav to Hyderabad is a momentous occasion
for the city’s vibrant theatre community,” said K.L.
Kaithwas, Head Coordinator of BRM 2026 Hyder-
abad. “As we celebrate our Silver Jubilee, we are
celebrating the ‘Samvad’ between cultures. This is
a rare opportunity for Hyderabadis to witness
world-class theatre right in their backyard.”

The festival, recognised by NSD as the largest
theatre festival in the world, runs from 7 to 10
February at Ravindra Bharathi Auditorium, Lakdi-
kapul, with shows scheduled daily at 6.30 pm. The
Hyderabad leg features four hand-picked plays
chosen to represent linguistic and narrative variety
within Indian theatre. The opening ceremony was
attended by Enugu Narsimha Reddy, director, de-
partment of language and culture, Government of
Telangana, as chief guest, and Dr Alekhya Punjala,
chairperson of the Telangana Sangeeta Nataka
Academy, as special guest. Theatre personalities
Prof. Kotla Hanumantha Rao, Prof. D.S.N. Murthy
and Prof. N.J. Bhikshu were guests of honour. Na-
tionally, the silver jubilee edition spans more than
40 locations and includes 277 Indian productions
and 12 international plays. Organisers said the de-
centralised format seeks to make theatre accessible
beyond major metros by taking performances di-
rectly to regional audiences.
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FSL fire may have wiped out crucial
‘hote-for-vote’ evidence; KTR

Suspicious FSL blaze sparks KTR’s concern over lost vote-case recordings

HYDERABAD
Wakeup telangana

BRS Working President
KT Rama Rao on Sat-
urday raised serious con-
cerns over whether crucial
digital evidence related to
the 2015 ‘note-for-vote’
case might have been de-
stroyed in the recent fire
at the Forensic Science
Laboratory (FSL) in
Nampeally.

Responding on X to a
post by BRS spokesper-
son Manne Krishank, who
questioned Chief Minister
A Revanth Reddy on al-
leged evidence tampering,
Rama Rao said he sus-

pected that voice record-
ings from the infamous
note-for-vote case could
have been lost. He added
that the incident might
also be an attempt to
cover up the lack of ev-
idence in politically moti-
vated cases such as
phone-tapping.

BRS senior leader and
former IPS officer RS
Praveen Kumar also ex-
pressed serious doubts
over the fire, calling for a
thorough investigation.
“The police department’s
critical and heavily se-
cured forensic laboratory
being gutted in a fire
raises serious suspicions,”
he said on X.

Praveen Kumar high-
lighted that several impor-
tant and sensitive case
records, including ev-
idence from the 2015
note-for-vote case, were
stored in the FSL. He
questioned their current
status and urged the gov-

ernment to initiate a high-
level probe into the inci-
dent.

“The current government
will stoop to any level to
destroy evidence,” Pra-
veen Kumar alleged, em-
phasizing the need for
transparency and account-
ability. The fire at the
Nampally FSL has raised
widespread concerns
about the safety and inte-
grity of crucial digital and
forensic evidence. Both
BRS leaders have indi-
cated that the incident
could impact ongoing and
historical investigations,
making a swift and inde-
pendent inquiry essential.

People Seemg Reallty of Congress Rule: Harish

HYDERABAD
Wakeup telangana

Former minister and BRS
deputy floor leader T. Harish
Rao on Saturday alleged that
people had understood the
difference between what he
termed genuine governance
and what he described as
false promises during the
Congress rule of the past
two-and-a-half years. Cam-
paigning for the municipal
elections in the undivided
Medak district, Harish Rao
alleged that no civic devel-
opment works had taken
place under the present gov-
ernment. He claimed that no
CC roads or drains had been
constructed and said, “Not
even one rupee’s worth of
work was done.” He alleged
that Chief Minister A. Re-

vanth Reddy had failed to
keep his promises, including
assurances made under the
“Mahalakshmi” programme
and pension enhancement.
He also alleged misuse of
money during the Gajwel As-
sembly election to defeat K
Chandrashekar Rao. Refer-
ring to allegations made by a
BJP MP in connection with
Mission Kakatiya, Harish
Rao criticised what he
termed character assassina-

tion and said it was inappro-
priate to make such claims
after 5,000 crore had been
spent on the programme. He
alleged that after the Con-
gress came to power, land
prices had declined while
gold prices had increased.
Claiming that development
had taken place uniformly
under Chandrashekar Rao’s
leadership, Harish Rao said
welfare schemes such as
Bathukamma sarees, KCR

Kits, Nutrition Kits, sheep
distribution and Kanti Velugu
had been stopped after the
change in government. He
criticised both the Congress
and the BJP, stating that vot-
ing for the BJP symbol would
be futile. He alleged that the
Chief Minister had spent the
last two-and-a-half years or-
dering SITs, inquiries and
cases against the Opposition
instead of focusing on gov-
ernance.

Recalling the Covid-19
period, Harish Rao said
Chandrashekar Rao had pro-
tected the people and that he
had personally visited local-
ities on the former Chief Min-
ister’s instructions. He
claimed that after elections,
the Congress and BJP would
disappear, while Chandra-
shekar Rao.

Kishan Reddy
Raises Doubts Over
Forensic Lab Fire

HYDERABAD
Wakeup telangana

Union minister G. Kishan
Reddy on Saturday ex-
pressed grave concern
over the major fire at the
Forensic Science Labo-
ratory (FSL), which houses
sensitive data on cases
such as the cash for vote
scam involving Chief Min-
ister A. Revanth Reddy,
then a Telugu Desam
legislator, and the
phone-tapping case of the
BRS government. He de-
manded that the state gov-
ernment confirm the safety
of the data, insisting that
back-ups of forensic and
technical evidence for all
high-profile cases must
exist.

The BRS demanded a
comprehensive investiga-
tion into the incident,
claiming that evidence in
crucial cases could have
been burnt and suspen-
sion of FSL officials.
Speaking to reporters at
the state BJP office,
Kishan Reddy alleged that
Revanth Reddy was pro-
tecting BRS leaders K.
Chandrashekar Rao and
K.T. Rama Rao in corrup-
tion cases as quid pro quo
for shielding him in the
cash-for-vote case during
the BRS government ten-
ure. “The forensic lab fire
hints at mutual cover-up,”
he alleged. He recalled
that files were burnt during
a fire in the Secretariat
under BRS rule and similar
evidence-wiping incidents
now under Congress.“One
is a thief, the other a
robber in corruption. If Re-
vanth is Rahu, KCR and
KTR are Ketu, plunging
Telangana into darkness. If
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Revanth can’t act against
KCR, he should step down
instead of shifting blame,”
Kishan Reddy demanded.
He vowed stringent action
against both parties’
leaders for corruption after
BJP assumes power. The
BRS demanded a compre-
hensive investigation into
the fire and, hinting that
there could be much than
meets the eye, demanded
immediate suspension of
FSL officials responsible
for safety and security of
the premises and its
contents.Party working
president K.T. Rama Rao
in a post on his X handle
said he was “guessing” the
voice recordings of the fa-
mous cash for vote case
were damaged. He also al-
legd that the fire could also
well be an attempt to
“cover up for lack of ev-
idence in cooked up politi-
cal cases like phone
tapping.”"BRS MLC Dr Sra-
van Dasoju said: “no one
will believe that a fire oc-
curred in a section of the
FSL where vital files of the
Vote for Note case were
stored. This was most cer-
tainly not an accident, but
a deliberate plan to wipe
out any evidence.”

He said the BRS de-
manded an immediate in-
vestigation by a judge into
the fire, that the govern-
ment must release a White
Paper on the files lost and
on the files for which any
back-ups were available,
and suspend immediately.

HYDRAA recovers land worth Rs 85 crore in Uppal, to be developed as parks

HYDERABAD
Wakeup telangana

In a major land recovery
drive, the Hyderabad Dis-
aster Response and Asset
Protection Agency (HY-
DRAA) reclaimed 7,000
square yards of land
worth Rs 85 crore in var-
ious localities of Uppal
mandal.

In a release on Saturday,
February 7, the agency
acted after receiving sev-
eral complaints in the
weekly Prajavani. “The

area has been completely
fenced and will be devel-
oped as pubic parks.
While the land’s mone-
tary value is significant,
the ecological importance
of public parks is invalu-
able. HYDRAA reiterates
that protecting open
spaces remains a top pri-
ority,” read the statement.
The agency removed
large encroachments in
Babanagar Colony, a res-
idential layout developed
in 1980 with 183 plots.
According to the original
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layout plan, 3,000 square
yards were designated ex-
clusively for a park.
However, the number of
plots allegedly increased
from 183 to 189 after an

individual purchased Plot
No 188 and constructed a
house on 266 square
yards, leaving the remain-
ing area vacant. The state-
ment further reads that
Plot No 188 was pur-
chased by an individual
who subsequently became
the president of the col-
ony welfare association.
“Based on the complaints,
the person became the
president of the colony
welfare association and
subsequently encroached
upon a nearby road,

created six additional
plots of 50 square yards
each, and sold them il-
legally,” the statement
read.

HYDRAA Commissioner
AV Ranganath and offi-
cials from the Greater Hy-
derabad Municipal
Corporation (GHMC) and
the revenue department
conducted field inspec-
tions and examined offi-
cial records, confirming
that the land, reserved for
park purposes, had been
encroached.“While parts

of the land had already
been occupied, HYDRAA
successfully secured the
remaining 2,000 square
yards by installing fenc-
ing and placing boards
declaring it as parkland,”
the statement read.

In another operation, the
agency recovered 5,000
square yards of land situ-
ated in Karthikeya Nagar,
Nacharam village, Uppal
mandal. This land in-
cluded three open plots
reserved for public use.

10 Students of Govt
Medical College Hurt
1n Road Acadent

HYDERABAD
Wakeup telangana

:At least 10 students sus-
tained minor injuries
when a bus hired by the
Government Medical Col-
lege rammed into a tree
near the college premises
in Kothagudem of Bhad-
radri-Kothagudem district
on Saturday evening. The
incident occurred around
5 pm when the bus, carry-
ing students from the col-
lege to the hostel at
Palvancha, went out of
control about 100 metres
from the main gate of the
college and hit a tree ad-
joining a house. About 40
students were travelling in

the bus at the time.
According to the police,
the driver reported that he
fell ill suddenly, leading
to the loss of control.
Window panes were dam-
aged in the impact, result-
ing in minor injuries to
several students. The in-
jured students were
shifted to the Government
General Hospital, Kotha-
gudem, for treatment. Po-
lice said none of the
students was seriously in-
jured. The bus is operated
by a private agency hired
by the Government Medi-
cal College, Kothagudem
to ferry students between
the college and the hostel,
which are about four
kilometres apart.

AIMIM Will Be Game Changer
In Karimnagar: Owaisi

HYDERABAD
Wakeup telangana

AIMIM president and Hy-
derabad MP Asaduddin
Owaisi on Saturday said
his party would emerge as
a game changer in the
Karimnagar Municipal
Corporation elections,
while launching a sharp
attack on both the BJP
and the BRS. Addressing
a Jalsa-e-Aam public
meeting at the Circus
Ground in Mukarampura
here, Owaisi said the
AIMIM had the strength
to alter the political land-
scape of Karimnagar. He
introduced 15 AIMIM
candidates for the upcom-
ing municipal polls and
expressed confidence that
the party would make sig-
nificant gains.

Targeting BJP MP and
Union Minister Bandi
Sanjay Kumar, Owaisi
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questioned the BJP’s
stand on national issues.
Referring to remarks by
US President Donald
Trump on trade and tar-
iffs, he asked why the BJP
leadership remained si-
lent. “Is Donald Trump
India’s petroleum minis-
ter, or is it Hardeep Singh
Puri?” he asked, criticis-
ing what he termed the
Centre’s approach to in-

ternational pressure. He
further challenged Sanjay
Kumar to use his ministe-
rial position to act against
terrorists rather than, as he
alleged, targeting innocent
Muslims.

Turning his attention to
local BRS MLA Gangula
Kamalakar, Owaisi al-
leged a tacit understand-
ing between the BJP and
the BRS in Karimnagar.
He claimed that Kamala-
kar was preparing to join
the BJP ahead of the 2028
Assembly elections to
avoid scrutiny by central
agencies such as the ED
and CBI.

Owaisi accused the MLA
of betraying the AIMIM
by persuading former cor-
porators to shift allegiance
to the BRS and alleged
that 22 houses belonging
to poor Muslims were il-
legally demolished. He
claimed that Kamalakar

had earlier won elections
with AIMIM support and
was now, according to
him, aligning with the
BJP while retaining a
BRS identity.

On the municipal elec-
tions, Owaisi promised a
door-delivery model of
governance if AIMIM
candidates are elected. He
said the party would ad-
dress issues such as drink-
ing water scarcity, poor
drainage and the lack of
health centres in neglected
divisions.

He also promised the con-
struction of a Haj House,

a community hall and spe-
cialised health clinics in
the city. Owaisi concluded
by urging the youth to re-
main united against what
he described as communal
politics, which he said
posed a threat to the coun-
try’s democratic fabric.
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