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KTR Flags LPG Shortage, 
Seeks Urgent Centre  
Action: P8 
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Rashmika Mandanna Threat-
ens Legal Action Over ‘Leaked’ 

Private Conversation: P7 
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Brief Insights

Ventilation, Cooling  
Industry to Grow  
$29.14 Billion by 2030 
The Telangana High Court 
has granted interim relief to 
moviegoers by suspending a 
government order that al-
lowed standalone cinema the-
atres in municipal areas to 
collect parking charges. The 
court issued an interim sus-
pension of GO 121 dated July 
20, 2021, which permitted 
theatres to levy parking fees 
from visitors. The order came 
while hearing a writ petition 
filed by Ramavath Prem 
Kumar, who challenged the 
government order after being 

AP Evacuates 297 Telugus 
From Gulf to Home State 
During Last Three Days 
Andhra Pradesh government 
has safely evacuated 297 Te-
lugu people in the last three 
days to their home state from 
Bahrain, where they had 
gathered from across the Gulf 
region following the ongoing 
war in West Asia..In a coordi-
nated action, 59 of them 
reached Kochi on Tuesday, 
March 10; 138 arrived at 
Mumbai on Wednesday, 
March 11; and 100 people 
landed at Hyderabad on 
Thursday, March 12. 
 Efforts are on to rescue 
another 400 Telugus who are 
either visitors or residents of 
the Gulf. Talks are on with 
stakeholders to arrange ded-
icated Gulf Air flights to Hy-
derabad to help more Telugu 
people return safely to AP. AP 
government got involved in 
the rescue operation following 
urgent appeals from the dis-

Court asks Speaker to give an order copy to the petitioners by Friday and records 
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ED Attaches Fresh Rs 581-Cr Assets 
in Case Against Anil Ambani’s

NEW DELHI 
Wakeup telangana 
 
The Enforcement Director-
ate on Thursday said it has 
attached fresh assets worth 
more than Rs 581 crore as 
part of its investigation 
against RHFL and RCFL, 
companies of Reliance 
Group Chairman Anil Am-
bani. A provisional order was 
issued under the Prevention 
of Money Laundering Act 
(PMLA) on March 11 to at-
tach land parcels in Goa, 
Kerala, Karnataka, Punjab, 
Tamil Nadu, Uttar Pradesh, 
Haryana, Jharkhand, Maha-
rashtra, Delhi, West Bengal, 
Andhra Pradesh and Rajas-
than, the Enforcement Direc-
torate (ED) said in a 
statement. 
 The properties are worth Rs 

581.65 crore, and they have 
been attached as part of a 
probe related to the Reli-
ance Home Finance Limited 
(RHFL) and Reliance Com-
mercial Finance Limited 
(RCFL), the agency said. 
"The attachment follows 
search operations con-
ducted on March 6 in the 
case against Reliance 
Power Limited under the 
Foreign Exchange Manage-
ment Act (FEMA)," it said. 

NEW DELHI 
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Iran will continue block-
ing the Strait of Hormuz, 
the world's busiest oil 
shipping channel, accord-
ing to a statement attrib-
uted to Iran's new 
Supreme Leader Mojtaba 
Khamenei. 
 His message was broad-
cast on Iranian state TV, 
but Khamenei did not ap-
pear in person. His mes-
sage was instead read out 
by a newsreader. 
 Iran would "avenge the 
blood" of Iranians killed 
in the war with the US 
and Israel, Khamenei said 
in the statement, which 
also warned neighbouring 
countries to stop hosting 
US bases. 
 He was named supreme 
leader on 8 March after 
his father, Ayatollah Ali 
Khamenei, was killed on 
the first day of the war. 
 Mojtaba Khamenei lost 
his wife and a son in the 
US-Israeli strike on the 
supreme leader's com-
pound that killed his 
father. His mother was 
also reportedly killed in 
the attack, though one Ira-

nian outlet has since said 
she is alive. 
 It has been reported by 
the Reuters news agency, 
citing an unnamed Iranian 
official, that Khamenei 
was "lightly injured", but 
there have been no details. 
 He has not been seen in 
public and there have 
been no photographs or 
videos of him since be-
coming supreme leader. 
 Iran's state TV news 
channel has referred to 
him as a "veteran of the 
Ramadan war", without 
any further confirmation 
on whether he was in-
jured. In the first public 
message attributed to him, 
Khamenei said Iran 
should use the "lever of 
blocking the Strait of Hor-
muz" as the channel is an 
area where "the enemy is 
highly vulnerable".Iran 

would continue targeting 
US bases in the region, 
Khamenei said in his 
statement. 
 Tehran had a policy of 
"friendship" with neigh-
bouring countries, but he 
warned them to close their 
American bases. 
 "We share land or mari-
time borders with 15 
neighbouring countries 
and have always sought 
warm and constructive re-
lations with all of them," 
he said. 
 "These countries must 
clarify their stance toward 
the aggressors against our 
homeland and the killers 
of our people."Iran's new 
leader also mentioned "the 
crimes against children, 
such as the deliberate 
crime at the Minab 
school".  
According to American 
media reports, US investi-
gators believe American 
forces mistakenly hit a 
school in southern Iran 
which was located near a 
military base. Khamenei 
said he learned he had be-
come the supreme leader 
of Iran via the country's 
state TV channel. 

HC To Speaker: Supply Orders of Disqualification 

Mojtaba vows to block 
Strait of Hormuz  

HYDERABAD 
Wakeup telangana 
 
The Supreme Court on 
Thursday disposed of 
special leave petitions 
and contempt petitions 
filed by BRS working 
president K.T. Rama Rao 
and legislator Padi Kau-
shik Reddy, as well as 
BJP Telangana Assembly 
floor leader Aleti Ma-
heshwar Reddy, chal-
lenging the Assembly 
Speaker`s delay in decid-

ing the disqualification 
petitions against ten BRS 
MLAs, after being in-
formed that the verdict 
had been delivered on the 
matter. 
 The court directed that 
the petitioners be pro-
vided a copy of the 
Speaker’s orders by Fri-
day and all relevant ma-
terial within four days. 
The Supreme Court 
bench comprising Justice 
Sanjay Karol and Justice 
A.G. Masih was hearing 

contempt petitions that 
alleged non-compliance 
with the apex court’s 
order dated July 31, 
2025, directing the 
Speaker to decide the dis-
qualification pleas within 
three months. 

 On Thursday, senior ad-
vocate Abhishek Manu 
Singhvi and senior coun-
sel Mukul Rohatgi, ap-
pearing for the Speaker, 
informed the court that 
the Speaker had com-
pleted the inquiry into all 

pending disqualification 
petitions and had passed 
final orders. Singhvi sub-
mitted that the proceed-
ings before the Speaker 
had concluded.  
P. Mohit Rao and other 
counsel representing the 
petitioners argued that 
copies of the Speaker’s 
decision had not yet been 
supplied to them, and al-
leged that the delay was a 
tactic to hinder further 
legal action. Taking note 
of the concern, the bench 

directed the Speaker’s of-
fice to provide a copy of 
the order to the peti-
tioners by Friday and 
supply all relevant mate-
rial within four days.  
As its earlier orders had 
been complied with by 
the  
Speaker, the apex court 
observed that there was 
nothing remaining in the 
petitions and disposed of 
four total petitions, in-
cluding the contempt 
proceedings. 

NEW DELHI 
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Two friends who run a 
streetside food stall in 
Yusuf Sarai in New Delhi 
had reason to feel both re-
lieved and robbed. After 
three days of searching, 
they had finally found a 
gas cylinder. The price 
their distributor quoted 
stopped them in their 
tracks: Rs 2,500, nearly 
two-and-a-half times what 
they paid before. A war 
being fought thousands of 
kilometres away, in the 
deserts and straits of West 

Asia, had just arrived at 
their stall. They are far 
from alone. 
 The blocking of the Strait 
of Hormuz, one of the 
world’s most critical 
chokepoints for energy 
supply, has sent shock-
waves rippling through 
India’s supply chains with 
a speed and intimacy that 
few anticipated. Tile fac-

tories in Gujarat have 
gone quiet. Restaurants 
across the country have 
shuttered or retreated to 
skeletal menus. And in the 
back lanes and food 
courts of Indian cities, a 
black market in cooking 
gas has quietly taken hold. 
The price of a 14.2-kg do-
mestic LPG cylinder in 
Delhi has climbed to Rs 
913, up from Rs 853 – a 
rise of Rs 60 – while com-
mercial cylinder prices 
have jumped by Rs 115 to 
Rs 1,884.50 (for a 19 kg 
cylinder). 

NEW DELHI 
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Union Petroleum and Nat-
ural Gas Minister Hardeep 
Singh Puri on Thursday 
said that there is no short-
age of petrol, diesel, kero-
sene or LPG in the 
country, assuring that fuel 
availability remains 
stable, and supply chains 
are functioning smoothly 
as well. “India has adequ-
ate fuel stocks, and there 
is no cause for concern 
over availability. The gov-

ernment continues to 
closely monitor the global 
energy situation and will 
take necessary steps to en-
sure uninterrupted fuel 
availability across the 
country,” the minister 
said. 
 In line with the minister’s 
remarks on oil supply, oil 
ministry official sources 
also said that the govern-

ment has allocated around 
40,000 kilolitre of ad-
ditional kerosene to states 
as an alternative fuel to 
LPG. “In the meanwhile, 
the government will re-
lease some commercial 
LPG cylinders to busi-
nesses and consumers 
beyond the priority sec-
tors already identified but 
state governments will 
play a central role in de-
termining who gets 
them,” a senior oil mini-
stry official said. 

Delhi to Bengaluru, eateries feel the heat as 
black marketing of LPG cylinders surges 
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Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi on Thursday night 
spoke with Iranian Pres-
ident Masoud Pezeshkian 
over the phone and dis-
cussed the escalating situ-
ation in West Asia, 
expressing deep concern 
over the loss of civilian 
lives and damage to civil-
ian infrastructure. 
 During the conversation, 
Modi emphasized that the 
safety and security of In-
dian nationals in the re-
gion and the uninterrupted 
transit of goods and 
energy supplies remain 
India’s top priorities amid 
the ongoing tensions. 
 In a post on X, Modi said 
he had a discussion with 
President Pezeshkian re-
garding the “serious situ-
ation” in the region and 
reiterated India’s commit-
ment to peace, stability 
and diplomatic dialogue 
to resolve the crisis. 
 The prime minister urged 
all sides to pursue dia-
logue and diplomacy to 
reduce tensions and re-

store stability in the re-
gion. The call comes amid 
heightened tensions fol-
lowing coordinated mili-
tary actions involving the 
United States and Israel 
against Iran, which led to 
the death of Iran’s Su-
preme Leader Ali Khame-
nei last month. In 
retaliation, Iran has re-
portedly launched drones 
and missiles targeting Is-
rael and US military in-
stallations across the Gulf 
region. Over the past 10 
days, Modi has also 
spoken with the leaders of 
several West Asian coun-
tries including Oman, Ku-
wait, Bahrain, Saudi 
Arabia, the UAE, Jordan, 
Israel and Qatar, express-
ing concern over the esca-

lation and stressing the 
need to respect national 
sovereignty and territorial 
integrity. He also dis-
cussed the welfare and 
safety of the large Indian 
diaspora in the region. 
Nearly one crore Indians 
live across the Gulf and 
West Asia, including 
around 10,000 in Iran and 
more than 40,000 in Is-
rael. 

Deep Concern: PM Modi  
Speaks to Iranian Prez
safety of Indians and uninterrupted energy supplies are India’s top priorities

No Shortage of Petrol, Diesel, Kerosene 
or LPG in the Country: Hardeep Singh 

‘All US bases should be immediately closed in region’: Iran’s 
new Supreme Leader Mojtaba Khamenei in first message 

NEW DELHI 
Wakeup telangana 
 
Amid the massive disrup-
tion in maritime traffic 
through the Strait of Hor-
muz, two crude oil 
tankers—cumulatively 
carrying roughly 3 million 
barrels of West Asian 
oil—have arrived in India 
after transiting the fraught 
waters of the Strait, ac-
cording to vessel tracking 
data and industry sources. 
 One of the tankers—
Liberia-flagged Shenlong 
carrying around 1 million 
barrels of Saudi Arabian 
crude oil—arrived at 

Mumbai port on Wednes-
day, shipping data 
showed. Shenlong—a 
Suezmax tanker—had set 
sail on March 3 from 
Saudi Arabia’s Ras Tanura 
port for Mumbai, whose 
suburbs house refineries 
of Bharat Petroleum Cor-
poration and Hindustan 
Petroleum Corporation. 
Another tanker—an India-
flagged very large crude 
carrier (VLCC) with 
around 2 million barrels 
of crude from Iraq—also 
arrived at Mumbai, from 
where it is headed to 
Odisha’s Paradip, where a 
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KTR Voices Concern Over Plight of 
Licensed Surveyors in Telangana

Balda Ashok Appointed BJP State Professional Cell Convenor

HYDERABAD 
Wakeup telangana 
 
K. T. Rama Rao expressed se-
rious concern over the problems 
faced by more than 5,000 li-
censed surveyors across Telan-
gana, stating that the 
government’s delay in deciding 
on work allocation and salary al-
lowances has pushed them into 
severe financial distress.During a 
meeting with the surveyors, KTR 
said it was unfortunate that the 
government had appointed thou-
sands of licensed surveyors but 
had failed to provide them with a 
clear policy on work or ensure a 
stable income for months.  
 The surveyors submitted a peti-
tion to him highlighting two key 
issues along with several other 
concerns affecting their liveli-
hoods.According to the represen-
tatives, even months after 
receiving their license doc-
uments, the government has not 
paid them any salaries or allow-

ances. They alleged that the delay 
has placed their families under 
serious financial pressure, leaving 
many struggling to meet basic 
needs. 
 The surveyors pointed out that 
despite being responsible for one 
of the most crucial tasks for the 
government—land survey and 
measurement—they have been 
left without a stable source of in-
come. They said they are being 
called to Mandal Revenue Officer 
(MRO) offices every day and 
made to remain there from morn-

ing till evening, but they are not 
being assigned any actual survey 
work.They explained that the 
main problem is the absence of a 
clear and transparent policy on 
work allotment.  
 Without such a system, sur-
veyors are left waiting without 
any tasks while the government’s 
land survey activities remain de-
layed.The surveyors urged the 
government to implement a com-
prehensive policy so that every li-
censed surveyor receives equal 
and transparent allocation of 

work.  
 They stressed that such a mecha-
nism would not only ensure fair-
ness but also help them earn a 
respectable and stable monthly 
income.KTR also pointed out that 
while the state government re-
placed the Dharani system with 
Bhu Bharati, injustice is being 
done to the licensed surveyors se-
lected as part of the new system. 
He said the government must im-
mediately address their griev-
ances.He further noted that in the 
state of Karnataka, proper ar-
rangements have been made to 
ensure that licensed surveyors re-
ceive a respectable monthly in-
come, whereas in Telangana the 
present government has failed to 
provide similar support.Assuring 
the surveyors of his support, KTR 
said he would strongly raise the 
issue and put pressure on the gov-
ernment to resolve their problems 
and ensure justice for all licensed 
surveyors in the state. 
 

Sarpanches Undergo Governance Training at SRTRI 
HYDERABAD 
Wakeup telangana 
 
A special training pro-
gramme for newly elected 
village Sarpanches is 
being conducted at the 
Swamy Ramananda Tirtha 
Rural Institute in Jalalpur 
near Bhoodan Pocham-
pally. The initiative, orga-
nised by the Government 
of Telangana, aims to pro-
vide awareness and practi-
cal guidance on 
government schemes, ad-
ministrative responsibil-
ities and effective public 
relations for grassroots 
representatives.Estab-
lished in 1995, the insti-
tute is located on a 

sprawling 100-acre cam-
pus about 42 kilometres 
from Hyderabad. Over the 
years, the institute has 
been engaged in providing 
vocational and skill-de-
velopment training to 
rural youth and women, 

offering courses in tailor-
ing, fashion designing, 
embroidery,  
 zardozi and computer ap-
plications to promote self-
employment and 
sustainable livelihoods.As 
part of the present pro-

gramme, Sarpanches from 
different mandals in the 
district are being trained 
in batches of around 50 
participants. 
  The training focuses on 
strengthening village gov-
ernance and includes ses-
sions on preparation of 
village development 
plans, effective utilisation 
of government funds, im-
plementation of welfare 
schemes, organisation of 
Gram Sabha meetings and 
building strong coordi-
nation with villagers.From 
March 11, a batch of Sar-
panches from Motakon-
duru Mandal began 
attending the programme. 
 

HYDERABAD 
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Senior BJP leader Balda 
Ashok has been appointed 
as the State Convenor of 
the BJP Professional Cell 
in Telangana. Ashok, who 
earlier served as a 
member of the All India 
Minimum Wages Com-
mittee, has long been as-
sociated with social 
service activities inspired 
by the ideology of the 
Rashtriya Swayamsevak 
Sangh (RSS). 
 Speaking on the occa-
sion, Balda Ashok said he 
would work to connect 
professionals from var-

ious sectors with the BJP 
and inform them about the 
development and welfare 
initiatives being imple-
mented by the Central 
Government under Prime 
Minister Narendra 
Modi.He stated that pro-

fessionals across Telan-
gana would be encour-
aged to step forward and 
contribute to the growth 
of the party.  
 Ashok expressed con-
fidence that their partici-
pation would strengthen 

the BJP’s organizational 
structure and expand its 
reach among educated 
and skilled com-
munities.Balda Ashok 
also conveyed his heart-
felt gratitude to the BJP’s 
national and state leader-
ship for entrusting him 
with the responsibility. He 
assured that he would 
work with dedication to 
fulfill the party’s expecta-
tions and further 
strengthen its presence 
among professionals in 
Telangana. 
 
 
 
 

HYDERABAD 
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An extensive awareness 
and training programme 
for public representatives 
on the implementation of 
the “Praja Palana – Praga-
thi Pranalika 99-Day Ac-
tion Plan” was organised 
at V Convention on 
Thursday. The programme 
aimed to strengthen grass-
roots governance and en-
sure effective execution of 
key government schemes 
across rural and urban 
local bodies.The event 
brought together elected 
representatives from var-
ious villages, municipal-
ities and mandals in the 
district. Officials ex-
plained the objectives, 

timelines and responsibil-
ities involved in the gov-
ernment’s ambitious 
99-day development pro-
gramme designed to ac-
celerate welfare delivery 
and administrative effi-
ciency.Addressing the 
gathering, Divya Devara-
jan, CEO of the Panchayat 
Raj and Rural Devel-
opment Department, em-
phasised the crucial role 
of local representatives in 

bridging the gap between 
government policies and 
people at the grassroots 
level. She noted that ac-
tive coordination between 
public representatives, 
government officials and 
citizens is essential for the 
successful implementation 
of the programme.Sanjay 
Kumar, Commissioner of 
the Panchayat Raj Depart-
ment, provided a detailed 
presentation on how the 
action plan will be ex-
ecuted in phases over the 
99-day period. He ex-
plained that each week 
will focus on specific de-
partmental activities, al-
lowing systematic 
monitoring and timely 
completion of devel-
opment works.

Bhuwanagiri Hosts Awareness Programme 
on ‘Praja Palana – Pragathi Pranalika 99-Day Action Plan HYDERABAD 
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AIMIM Karwan MLA Kau-
sar Mohiuddin on Thurs-
day inspected and 
reviewed several ongoing 
works related to water 
supply, pollution, and low 
water pressure in parts of 
the Karwan constituency. 
The inspection was car-
ried out along with officials 
from the Hyderabad Met-
ropolitan Water Supply 
and Sewerage Board, in-
cluding Director Vinod 
Bhargav, CGM M. Prabhu, 
and ED Samrat Ashok. 
 The team visited key lo-
cations such as Hakeem-
pet Kunta, the Urdu 
Medium Government 
School at Hakeempet, 
and Tolichowki, where 

residents have been fac-
ing problems related to 
contaminated water and 
low pressure in pipelines. 
 During the visit, officials 
briefed the MLA about the 
progress of the works and 
the measures being taken 
to resolve the issues. Mo-
hiuddin directed au-

thorities to expedite the 
pipeline works and ensure 
clean and adequate drink-
ing water supply to res-
idents. AIMIM primary unit 
president along with sev-
eral party workers accom-
panied the MLA during the 
inspection.

Karwan MLA Reviews Water Issues

Uttam Kumar Calls Osmania  
University Telangana’s Pride
HYDERABAD 
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Telangana Irrigation and 
Civil Supplies Minister N. 
Uttam Kumar Reddy on 
Thursday hailed Osmania 
University as the pride of 
Telangana and urged that 
the historic institution be 
transformed into a 
globally recognized edu-
cational hub. He made the 
remarks while inaugurat-
ing NIRMAAN-26, a na-
tional-level technical 
symposium organized by 
the Department of Civil 
Engineering at the Univer-
sity College of Engineer-
ing (UCE) in Hyderabad. 
 The Minister praised 
Chief Minister A. Revanth 
Reddy for sanctioning 
₹1,000 crore for the com-
prehensive development 
of Osmania University, 
calling it the largest allo-
cation in the university’s 
history. He said the fund-
ing would help strengthen 
infrastructure, academic 
excellence, and research 
capacity to elevate the in-
stitution to global stan-

dards. 
 Uttam Kumar Reddy also 
assured the university ad-
ministration that he would 
take up the issue of vacant 
faculty positions with the 
Chief Minister to help re-
solve staffing challenges. 
Inviting students and fac-
ulty to approach him for 
support, he reiterated the 
state government’s com-
mitment to strengthening 
higher education institu-
tions. 
 Recalling the university’s 
legacy, he noted that Os-
mania, founded in 1917, 
and its engineering col-
lege established in 1929, 
remain among India’s 
most historic academic in-
stitutions. The Minister 
also highlighted the 

achievements of its 
alumni, including minister 
Damodar Raja Narasimha 
and former India cricketer 
Arshad Ayub. 
 Addressing students, he 
emphasized that the four 
years of engineering edu-
cation are crucial in shap-
ing their future and 
encouraged them to bal-
ance academics with cul-
tural and sports activities. 
He also pointed to major 
irrigation projects such as 
Nizam Sagar Dam, Nagar-
juna Sagar Dam, Srisai-
lam Dam and the 
Alimineti Madhava Reddy 
Srisailam Left Bank Canal 
as examples of engineer-
ing excellence relevant to 
civil engineering students. 
 

Mahabubnagar Demolition Victims Demand Indiramma Houses
HYDERABAD 
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Residents whose houses 
were demolished in Survey 
No. 523 at Christianpally in 
Mahabubnagar staged a 
protest on Thursday de-
manding that the govern-
ment sanction Indiramma 
houses at the same loca-
tion. The victims said they 
were left homeless after 
authorities demolished 
their houses and urged the 
government to provide im-
mediate relief similar to the 
houses sanctioned to 
those affected in Velugu-
matla in Khammam city. 
 Former Minister V. Srini-
vas Goud visited the af-
fected families and 
extended his support, as-
suring them that their fight 
for housing rights would 

continue until justice is 
served. 
 Speaking on the occasion, 
Srinivas Goud alleged that 
officials arrived with JCBs 
at midnight and demol-
ished houses in a colony 
where several blind and 
differently-abled people 
live. Residents said they 
were forced out of their 

homes before the demoli-
tion, leaving many families 
terrified and uncertain 
about their future. 
 Victims said the fear of 
sudden demolitions has 
left them unable to sleep at 
night, while some are even 
avoiding going to work as 
they worry their homes 
might be demolished in 

their absence. In one 
shocking instance, a house 
belonging to a blind 
woman who had gone to 
the hospital for delivery 
was also demolished, even 
though her husband is 
physically disabled. 
 Residents maintained that 
the land was allotted to 
people with special needs 
and that there is no pond 
or encroachment as 
claimed by authorities. 
They demanded that the 
government immediately 
sanction Indiramma 
houses and rebuild homes 
at the same location. Sev-
eral local leaders, including 
former municipal represen-
tatives and party leaders, 
participated in the protest 
and expressed solidarity 
with the affected families.

Malyala KGBV 
Inspected by 
GGP Reddy

As per the instructions of 
the District Collector, a 
routine inspection was 
conducted on Thursday 
by Mandal Praja Par-
ishad Superintendent 
Gaddam Gyana Prakash 
Reddy at Malyala Village 
in Bommala Ramaram 
Mandal of Yadadri Bhu-
vanagiri District.During 
the visit, he inspected 
the Kasturba Gandhi Ba-
lika Vidyalaya (KGBV) 
School and Junior Col-
lege (Telugu and English 
Medium) located in Mal-
yala Village.He ex-
amined the quality of 
food being served to the 
students, checked the 
vegetable stock and 
other store items, and re-
viewed the hygienic con-
ditions of the kitchen and 
hostel premises.He also 
interacted with the stu-
dents and enquired 
about the teaching staff, 
facilities available at the 
school and junior col-
lege, and other arrange-
ments provided for the 
welfare of the students.

One injured as  
speeding car rams 
into truck, bursts into 
flames in Hyderabad 
A speeding car created 
panic on the Bairamal-
guda flyover in LB Nagar 
after crashing into a goods 
vehicle and catching fire 
on Sunday midnight. No 
casualties were reported. 
 The incident occurred 
when the car reportedly 
travelled at high speed 
and rammed into the rear 
of a DCM truck. 
 Following the impact, the 
vehicle lost control and hit 
the road divider, triggering 
a sudden blaze that en-
gulfed the car within mi-
nutes. 
 Locals who witnessed the 
accident immediately 
alerted the police and the 
fire department. 

HYDERABAD 
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At the inaugural session 
of the one-day national 
seminar on “Empowering 
Artisanal Commerce: 
Digital Marketing for Sus-
tainable Growth” organ-
ized by the Department of 
Commerce at Nizam Col-
lege, Hyderabad, Mr.Sus-
hil Rao Spl.Reports 
delivered the keynote ad-
dress.G. Naresh Reddy, 
Registrar of Osmania Uni-
versity, attended the event 

as the chief guest and ad-
dressed the students.Ch. 
Srinivas, Principal of 
Nizam College and Semi-
nar Director, and Vice-
Principal and Head of the 
Department of Com-
merce, as well as Seminar 
Convenor, Arati Jadhav 

spoke about the need to 
empower artisans.The 
seminar also provided an 
opportunity to meet and 
listen to presentations by 
Narendranath Menon 
from Dr. MCR Human 
Resource Development 
Institute, Nazia Sultana 
from University College 
for Women, Koti, and P. 
Vijaya Kumar Reddy 
from the Institute of Pub-
lic Enterprise.Nizam Col-
lege is a constituent 
college of Osmania Uni-
versity.

Seminar on Digital Marketing for Sustainable 
Growth at Nizam College -Sushil Kumar
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Hyderabad labs lead the 
charge to develop indigenous 
DME fuel to replace LPG 
HYDERABAD 
Wakeup telangana 
 
 The ongoing West Asia 
crisis, which has high-
lighted India’s heavy 
dependence on im-
ported LPG, could well 
be a blessing in dis-
guise to shift to an in-
digenous fuel Dimethyl 
Ether (DME), which 
can be produced lo-
cally, thanks to the ef-
forts by 
Hyderabad-based In-
dian Institute of Chemi-
cal Technology (IICT) 
and National Chemical 
Laboratory (CSIR-
NCL), Pune. 
 On Thursday, former 
Director General of 
CSIR Dr Raghunath 
Mashelkar called upon 
the Union government 
to move beyond LPG 
and fully embrace Di-
methyl Ether (DME) 
technology. 
 Dr Mashelkar argued 
that the current over-de-
pendence on Middle-
Eastern fuel is a 
strategic vulnerability 
that Indian science can 
now solve. The top 

scientist highlighted the 
work of CSIR-NCL in 
developing DME, 
which is widely re-
garded as a near-perfect 
substitute for LPG. 
 While several CSIR la-
boratories are focusing 
on manufacturing DME 
from methanol, the 
technology emerging 
from Hyderabad’s own 
IICT is being hailed as 
a game-changer, since 
researchers here are 
working on a ‘Waste-
to-Wealth’ model and 
producing DME di-
rectly from industrial 
carbon emissions, 
known as Carbon Cap-
ture and Utilisation 
(CCU). 
 In a landmark partner-
ship with BHEL 
(R&D), Balanagar, 
IICT scientists are per-

fecting a technology 
that captures industrial 
carbon dioxide emis-
sions and converts it 
into clean-burning 
DME fuel. Recently, 
IICT signed a formal 
MoU with BHEL to 
build a specialised pilot 
facility to demonstrate 
the conversion cf car-
bon dioxide into DME. 
 The IICT is the lead 
lab for the Department 
of Science and Technol-
ogy (DST) and recently 
commissioned a unique 
facility called a Fixed-
cum-Fluidised Bed Re-
actor (FBR), which is 
the first of its kind in 
India and is specifically 
designed to test how to 
produce high-purity hy-
drogen and DME at the 
same time. 
 

Balda Ashok Appointed BJP State Professional Cell Convenor
HYDERABAD 
Wakeup telangana 
 
Senior BJP leader Balda 
Ashok has been appointed 
as the State Convenor of 
the BJP Professional Cell 
in Telangana. Ashok, who 
earlier served as a 
member of the All India 
Minimum Wages Com-
mittee, has long been as-
sociated with social 
service activities inspired 
by the ideology of the 
Rashtriya Swayamsevak 
Sangh (RSS). 
 Speaking on the occa-
sion, Balda Ashok said he 
would work to connect 
professionals from var-

ious sectors with the BJP 
and inform them about the 
development and welfare 
initiatives being imple-
mented by the Central 
Government under Prime 
Minister Narendra 
Modi.He stated that pro-
fessionals across Telan-
gana would be 
encouraged to step for-
ward and contribute to the 

growth of the party.  
 Ashok expressed con-
fidence that their partici-
pation would strengthen 
the BJP’s organizational 
structure and expand its 
reach among educated and 
skilled 
communities.Balda Ashok 
also conveyed his heart-
felt gratitude to the BJP’s 
national and state leader-
ship for entrusting him 
with the responsibility. He 
assured that he would 
work with dedication to 
fulfill the party’s expecta-
tions and further 
strengthen its presence 
among professionals in 
Telangana. 

TGGDA Condemns 
Suspension  
of Doctors in  
Jadcherla Incident 
 The Telangana Govern-
ment Doctors Association 
(TGGDA) has condemned 
the suspension of doctors 
in connection with the 
Jadcherla hospital inci-
dent where a dog was 
seen nibbling at a body in 
the mortuary. It said the 
maintenance and man-
agement of a hospital 
mortuary was not respon-
sibility of doctors who 
were accountable only for 
conducting postmortem 
examinations. The man-
agement, security and su-
pervision of the mortuary 
fall under the jurisdiction 
of designated mortuary 
supervisors and support-
ing personnel, the state-
ment by TGGDA state 
president Dr Narahari, 
general secretary Dr Lalu 
Prasad Rathod and treas-
urer Dr M.K. Raouf said. 
The association de-
manded immediate revo-
cation of the suspension 
orders issued against the 
Jadcherla doctors. 
 According to TGGDA, the 
mortuary was located in 
the old building and was 
in a dilapidated condition, 
allowing animals such as 
dogs and rodents to enter 
easily. The association 
believes that similar cir-
cumstances led to the 
present incident. 
 

KTR Distributes Ramzan Ration Kits in Somajiguda 
HYDERABAD 
Wakeup telangana 
 
BRS Working President 
K. T. Rama Rao (KTR) 
distributed Ramzan ra-
tion kits to poor Muslim 
women in Somajiguda 
and extended Ramzan 
greetings to the com-
munity, stating that the 
BRS would continue to 
stand with minorities. 
 Addressing the gath-
ering, KTR wished ev-
eryone a blessed 
Ramzan and said, “May 
Allah bless you all and 
may you celebrate the 
holy month happily with 
your families.”KTR was 
accompanied by BRS 

MLC Dasoju Shravan 
and former MLC Karne 
Prabhakar during the 
distribution pro-
gramme.Criticising the 
Congress government, 
KTR said several welfare 
schemes introduced dur-
ing the previous BRS re-
gime led by K. 

Chandrashekar Rao had 
been stopped after the 
change in government.  
 He said the BRS gov-
ernment had earlier pro-
vided Ramzan gifts to 
poor Muslims across the 
state and implemented 
welfare initiatives such 
as Shaadi Mubarak, 

under which financial as-
sistance of ₹1,16,000 
was given for the mar-
riage of poor Muslim 
girls.Alleging that the 
Congress came to power 
by making false prom-
ises, KTR claimed the 
current government had 
halted several welfare 
programmes meant for 
minorities and the poor. 
He also accused the 
government of sending 
bulldozers to demolish 
houses belonging to 
poor families.KTR further 
alleged that the local 
MLA had betrayed the 
people by siding with the 
Congress government. 
 

Vasavi Parayanam at LB Stadium Aims for World Record
HYDERABAD 
Wakeup telangana 
 
A massive collective Va-
savi Parayanam is set to 
take place at Lal Bahadur 
Shastri Stadium on March 
22 as part of the Sri Va-
savi Mahashakthi Mahot-
savam, with organizers 
expecting over 21,000 
devotees to participate in 
the recitation and more 
than 40,000 people to at-
tend the spiritual gath-
ering. 
 The initiative, aimed at 
creating a world record 
for the largest collective 
Vasavi Mata Parayanam, 
is being organized by the 

Telangana State Arya 
Vysya Corporation in as-
sociation with the Aarya 
Vysya Welfare and Devel-
opment Trust.Animal 
Husbandry, Dairy Devel-
opment, Fisheries, Sports 
and Youth Services  
 Minister Vakiti Srihari at-

tended the curtain raiser 
event held at Park Hyatt 
Hyderabad and praised 
the initiative, stating that 
the Arya Vysya com-
munity has immense 
strength and influence and 
can play a significant role 
in shaping social and po-

litical outcomes when 
united. 
 The event was hosted by 
Kalva Sujatha Gupta, who 
urged members of the 
Arya Vysya community to 
participate in large 
numbers in the collective 
Parayanam. She said ex-
tensive arrangements are 
being made to ensure 
smooth participation of 
thousands of 
devotees.Special Com-
missioner of Information 
and Public Relations Pri-
yanka expressed hope that 
the Mahotsavam would 
strengthen spiritual unity 
within the community. 
 

KTR Pays Tribute to Former Union Minister Kavuri Sambasiva Rao
HYDERABAD 
Wakeup telangana 
 
Kalvakuntla Taraka Rama 
Rao, Working President of 
the Bharat Rashtra Sami-
thi, visited the residence 
of former Union Minister 
Kavuri Sambasiva Rao 
and paid tribute to his 
mortal remains. KTR also 
met the bereaved family 
members and conveyed 
his heartfelt condolences, 
praying for strength for 
them during this difficult 
time. 
 Several leaders accompa-
nied KTR during the visit, 
including former minister 

V. Srinivas Goud, former 
MP and MLC Dasoju Sra-
van, and senior leader 
Maganti Sunitha Gopi-
nath. They paid floral trib-
utes and remembered the 

contributions of Kavuri 
Sambasiva Rao to public 
life. 
 Speaking on the occa-
sion, KTR recalled his as-
sociation and memories 

with Kavuri Sambasiva 
Rao. He particularly re-
membered the period fol-
lowing the hunger strike 
of K. Chandrashekar Rao 
in 2009, when the Telan-
gana and Andhra Pradesh 
regions witnessed intense 
political movements. KTR 
noted that although Ka-
vuri Sambasiva Rao was 
ideologically a strong sup-
porter of a united Andhra 
Pradesh, he maintained 
cordial personal relations 
across political lines. 
 KTR also praised Kavuri 
Sambasiva Rao’s initia-
tive towards the devel-
opment of his 

constituency, especially 
Siricilla. He recalled that 
during his tenure as Union 
Textile Minister, Kavuri 
had visited Siricilla even 
when the Telangana 
movement was at its peak. 
During that visit, Kavuri 
interacted directly with 
workers and enquired 
about their problems at 
the grassroots level. De-
spite political and ideo-
logical differences, KTR 
said he had great personal 
respect for Kavuri Samba-
siva Rao and prayed for 
the eternal peace of his 
soul. 

Kishan Slams Rahul's  
Petro Pump Remark 

Silver Jubilee Celebration Invitation released for the  
25th Sri Sita Ramachandra Swamy celestial wedding 
HYDERABAD 
Wakeup telangana 
 
In a spiritually vibrant and 
auspicious gathering, the in-
vitation (Kalyana Patrika) for 
the Silver Jubilee – 25th Sri 
Sita Ramachandra Swamy 
Thiru Kalyana Mahotsa-
vam was ceremoniously un-
veiled at Sri Vigneshwara Sai 
Dhamam, located in Mallikar-
juna Nagar, Lalitha Bagh, 
Uppuguda, BhagyanagarThe 
special occasion witnessed 
the participation of several 
respected members of the 
temple committee and com-
munity leaders who came to-
gether to mark the beginning 
of the grand celebrations of 
the sacred celestial wedding 
of Lord Sri Sita Ramac-
handra Swamy. 
 The event was graced 
by Mr. Middela Chandrasek-
har Reddy, Chairman, along 

with Mr. Muniganti Sushil 
Kumar Chari, Vice 
Chairman; Mr. Boddu Venka-
tesh, President; Mr. Gundu 
Srikanth, Treasurer; Mr. Pa-
gilla Narendra Reddy, Gen-
eral Secretary; Mr. Kasa 
Dayanand, Working Pres-
ident; Mr. Company Mallesh, 
and Mr. D. Manish, Youth 
Committee General Secre-
tary.The released ceremony 
was conducted with devotion 
and enthusiasm, reflecting 
the deep spiritual commit-
ment of the organizers and 
devotees.  

HYDERABAD 
Wakeup telangana 
 
Union Minister G. Kishan 
Reddy on Thursday criti-
cised the Congress party 
and its leadership, alle-
ging that during the tenure 
of the United Progressive 
Alliance (UPA) govern-
ment, a controversial pro-
posal had been made to 
shut petrol pumps across 
the country from 8 pm to 
8 am in 2013 to conserve 
fuel and save foreign ex-
change.According to 
Kishan Reddy, the pro-
posal was suggested by 
senior Congress leader 
Rahul Gandhi at a time 
when India was facing se-
rious economic chal-
lenges. He claimed that 
the country had been 
pushed into a difficult fi-
nancial situation during 
the later years of the UPA 
government due to alleged 
misgovernance, corrup-

tion, and nepotism. India 
was then grouped among 
the so-called “Fragile 
Five” economies, a term 
used to describe emerging 
markets considered vul-
nerable due to high cur-
rent account deficits and 
dependence on foreign 
capital.The Union minis-
ter said the UPA govern-
ment had launched an oil 
conservation campaign 
aimed at reducing fuel 
consumption by 3 percent 
in order to save nearly 
$2.5 billion in foreign ex-
change. However, he al-
leged that the idea of 

restricting petrol pump 
operations drew wide-
spread criticism from var-
ious quarters, forcing the 
government to eventually 
withdraw the 
proposal.Kishan Reddy 
made these remarks while 
responding to recent state-
ments from opposition 
leaders who, he claimed, 
were spreading fear about 
a possible petroleum crisis 
in India due to the ongo-
ing tensions in West Asia. 
He accused the opposition 
of making misleading 
statements that could 
trigger unnecessary panic 
among the public.High-
lighting the current gov-
ernment’s preparedness, 
Kishan Reddy said the ad-
ministration led by Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 
has built a strong and re-
silient energy security 
framework to protect the 
country from global 
supply shocks.  

Harish Surprise Visit to Digwal Substation,  
Alleges Farmers Getting Only 12 Hours Power
HYDERABAD 
Wakeup telangana 
 
Former Minister T. Har-
ish Rao on Thursday 
conducted a surprise in-
spection at the Digwal 
33/11 KV substation in 
Kohir mandal of the Za-
heerabad constituency, 
alleging that farmers 
were receiving only 
about 12 hours of elec-
tricity supply instead of 
the promised 24 hours. 
 Speaking to the media 
after examining the log-
book at the substation, 
Harish Rao said that 
farmers from Kohir had 
been repeatedly com-
plaining about frequent 
power interruptions. He 
said farmers had in-
formed him and local 
MLA Manikyarao that 
electricity supply was 
tripping five to six times 
a day, severely affecting 
irrigation. 
 According to the details 
recorded in the substa-

tion logbook, Harish Rao 
stated that the three-
phase power supply was 
disconnected at 4 pm on 
the 10th and restored 
only at 3 am on the 11th. 
This meant that farmers 
were deprived of elec-
tricity for nearly 11 
hours continuously. 
 He further pointed out 
that even during the re-
maining hours of supply, 
power was frequently in-
terrupted due to line 
breaks, load shedding 
and technical faults. As a 
result, the electricity pro-

vided for agriculture was 
reportedly tripping at 
least four to five times a 
day, making it difficult 
for farmers to pump 
water for their crops. 
 Harish Rao questioned 
Chief Minister A. Re-
vanth Reddy over the 
government’s claim of 
providing uninterrupted 
24-hour electricity to the 
agriculture sector. “The 
government says 24-
hour power in words, but 
farmers are receiving 
only about 12 hours in 
reality,” he said. 

 The former minister also 
criticized the govern-
ment for allegedly ne-
glecting farmers’ 
welfare. He said 
schemes introduced dur-
ing the tenure of former 
Chief Minister K. Chan-
drashekar Rao, including 
Rythu Bandhu and crop 
support measures, were 
being weakened while 
farmers were also strug-
gling with unreliable 
power supply. 
 Harish Rao further al-
leged that the cost of 
new agricultural electric-
ity connections had been 
increased from ₹4,900 
during the previous gov-
ernment to about ₹9,700 
now, placing an ad-
ditional burden on 
farmers. He said thou-
sands of electricity con-
nections were still 
pending across the state 
due to delays in material 
supply and admin-
istrative issues. 
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China-North Korea Train Arrives In 
Pyongyang After 6-Year Halt 

NEW DELHI 
Wakeup telangana 
 
A passenger train from 
China arrived in the North 
Korean capital on Thurs-
day, state media said, after 
a six-year hiatus since the 
service was suspended 
during the Covid-19 pan-
demic. China is North 
Korea's largest trading 
partner and a vital source 
of diplomatic, economic 
and political support for 
the isolated nuclear state. 
Train journeys between 
the East Asian neighbours 
were halted in 2020 under 
strict border closures to 
prevent the coronavirus 
from spreading. 
 China's state news 
agency Xinhua said a 
train that departed from 
Dandong, a city in the 
northeast bordering North 
Korea, arrived in Pyon-
gyang on Thursday even-
ing. South Korea's 
Yonhap news agency re-

ported earlier that a train 
had been seen crossing 
the Sino-Korean Friend-
ship Bridge over the Yalu 
River. China Railways 
said in a separate state-
ment that regular train 
services would also re-
sume between Beijing and 
Pyongyang on Thursday 
evening. 
 AFP journalists aboard 
the K27 train departing 
from Beijing and bound 
for Pyongyang on Thurs-
day saw carriages re-
served only for passengers 
travelling to North Korea. 
Several people at the sta-
tion gathered around the 
departures board to take 
photos of the "Beijing to 
Pyongyang" listing. The 
overnight train is set to 
make a few stops, includ-
ing at the port city of Ti-
anjin, and then head 
northeast to Dandong on 
the border. 
 A railway enthusiast at 
the station told AFP he 

was taking the train only 
one stop and would dis-
embark at Tianjin. "It's 
great that this line is reo-
pening, because there are 
very few international rail 
connections in China," he 
said, before being sub-
jected to an ID check by 
plainclothes police of-
ficers. - Change trains - 
Wagons from Beijing 
holding Pyongyang-bound 
passengers are then at-
tached to another train in 
Dandong, taking them ac-
ross the border to the 
nearby North Korean city 
of Sinuiju, said Rowan 

Beard from Young Pio-
neer Tours, a company 
specialising in North 
Korea travel. 
 Those wagons, as well as 
North Korean domestic 
carriages, will then be at-
tached to a new train 
heading to Pyongyang, he 
added. Trains will run in 
both directions between 
Beijing and Pyongyang 
every Monday, Wednes-
day, Thursday and Sat-
urday, China Railway 
said. The Dandong-Pyon-
gyang service would oper-
ate daily, it said. Travel 
agents for an official tick-

eting booth in Beijing told 
AFP on Tuesday that 
anyone with a valid visa 
can now buy train tickets 
to the North. That in-
cludes Chinese people 
working and studying in 
North Korea, as well as 
North Koreans working, 
studying and visiting 
family abroad. Entry and 
exit procedures would be 
completed at the Dandong 
border crossing and at 
Sinuiju in North Korea, 
China Railway said. 
Tickets are currently 
available for offline pur-
chase in several Chinese 
cities, it added. - 'Re-nor-
malisation' - The resump-
tion of the train link 
symbolised a return to a 
stronger bilateral relation-
ship, said Lim Tai Wei, a 
professor and East Asia 
expert at Japan's Soka 
University. It signalled 
greater access to "the 
largest trading nation on 
Earth" for North Korea.

PUNE 
Wakeup telangana 
 
India’s Heating, Ventila-
tion and Air-Conditioning 
(HVAC) industry, esti-
mated at $11.8 billion in 
2024, is projected to grow 
$ 29.14 billion by 2030, 
with a 16 per cent CAGR 
due to rising demand for 
cooling from the residen-
tial sector and pressing 
need for energy efficient 
products, top executives 
of Indian Society of Heat-
ing, Refrigerating and Air 
Conditioning Engineers 
(ISHRAE) and industry 
honchos said. 
 "The Indian HVAC in-
dustry is poised for signif-
icant expansion, with 
annual growth near 15 per 
cent and residential AC 
sales expected to double 
to 30 million units by 
2030,” said Mukundan 
Menon, MD at Voltas 
Limited. Driven by rapid 
infrastructure, data center, 
and district cooling proj-
ects, the sector is also re-
ceiving a major demand 
boost from the recent GST 
reduction on ACs to 18 
per cent, he noted. 
 Mumbai is currently 
hosting ACREX India 
2026, South Asia’s mar-
quee event for the HVAC 

and intelligent building 
industry. Hosted by ISH-
RAE, the three-day exhi-
bition from March 12–14 
features over 400 inter-
national and local exhib-
itors, anticipating some 
30,000 attendees. The 
event would showcase 
cutting-edge technology 
to industry leaders and 
policymakers to shape the 
future of sustainable de-
velopment in India’s cool-
ing sector. 
 Jayanta Kumar Das, So-
ciety President, ISHRAE, 
said ACREX India en-
abled companies to show-
case innovations and 
engage with the broader 
industry community. “As 
cooling demand grows 
rapidly in India, the focus 
must move beyond equip-
ment to the entire life-
cycle of systems, where 
installation, operation and 
maintenance account for 

nearly 90 per cent of the 
total cost,” he said. India’s 
massive infrastructure 
boom—spanning data 
centers, airports, and 
healthcare is driving sig-
nificant demand for 
HVAC solutions, noted 
Amod Dikshit, Chairman, 
ACREX India. 
 Ricardo Maciel, CEO of 
American Tecumseh Pro-
ducts Company, said India 
is one of the world's fas-
test-growing HVAC and 
refrigeration markets, 
fueled by urbanization, 
food security, and expand-
ing cold chain infrastruc-
ture. “By combining 
global engineering with 
local production, we are 
meeting the market's 
growing demand for 
energy efficiency, helping 
customers lower operating 
costs while supporting 
India’s long-term sustain-
ability goals,” he said. 

AP Evacuates 297 Telugus From Gulf to Home State 
VISAKAPATNAM 
Wakeup telangana 
 
Andhra Pradesh govern-
ment has safely evacuated 
297 Telugu people in the 
last three days to their 
home state from Bahrain, 
where they had gathered 
from across the Gulf re-
gion following the ongo-
ing war in West Asia..In a 
coordinated action, 59 of 
them reached Kochi on 
Tuesday, March 10; 138 
arrived at Mumbai on 
Wednesday, March 11; 
and 100 people landed at 
Hyderabad on Thursday, 
March 12. 
 Efforts are on to rescue 
another 400 Telugus who 

are either visitors or res-
idents of the Gulf. Talks 
are on with stakeholders 
to arrange dedicated Gulf 
Air flights to Hyderabad 
to help more Telugu 
people return safely to AP. 
AP government got in-
volved in the rescue oper-
ation following urgent 
appeals from the dis-
tressed Telugu people. 
They had been anxious to 
reach home due to the 
war. But travel disruptions 
and logistical challenges 
had made them helpless. 
 The rescue operation 
launched by the AP gov-
ernment commenced on 
the direction of Chief 
Minister N. Chandrababu 

Naidu to ensure safe re-
turn of all the stranded Te-
lugu people back to their 
home state. Authorities 
say Bahrain has suffered 
bombings and missile 
hits.  
Yet, they held talks with 
Gulf Air to arrange its 
buses to safely transport 
the stranded Telugu 
people from various 
places to the King Fahd 
International Airport at 
Dammam in Saudi Ara-
bia. There, they boarded 
the Gulf Air flights to 
reach the Indian airports, 
before reaching AP. 
 New Delhi-based Andhra 
Pradesh Bhavan special 
commissioner Dr. Arja 

Srikanth told Deccan 
Chronicle, “We have co-
ordinated with several 
government institutions, 
diplomatic missions, air-
lines, and the Telugu dias-
pora.  
This enabled us to get the 
stranded Telugus in the 
Gulf to reach their home 
state safely. This shows 
AP’s commitment to sup-
port its citizens abroad in 
times of crisis.” He ex-
plained that a team of vol-
unteers from Bahrain 
extended all support. 
They held talks with Gulf 
Air officials to arrange 
buses to transport the Te-
lugus from Bahrain to the 
Dammam airport. 

Iranian Naval Ship IRIS 
Lavan Docks At Kochi 
AfterTechnical Snag 
 NEW DELHI 
Wakeup telangana 
 
Government sources 
said on Friday that the 
Iranian naval ship IRIS 
Lavan docked at Kochi 
on March 4 after devel-
oping technical issues. 
According to officials, 
Iran had requested per-
mission for the ship to 
dock on February 28, 
and India granted ap-
proval on March 1. A 
total of 183 Iranian 
sailors from the vessel 
are currently being ac-
commodated at naval 
facilities in Kochi. De-
fence sources clarified 
that IRIS Lavan did not 
participate in the Inter-
national Fleet Review 
hosted by the Indian 
Navy in Visakhapatnam 
last month. 
 They said the only Ira-

nian naval ship that 
took part in the event 
was IRIS Dena, which 
was later sunk on 
March 4 by an Ameri-
can submarine in the In-
dian Ocean south of Sri 
Lanka. Meanwhile, 
former Maldives Pres-
ident Mohamed Na-
sheed expressed 
concern over the devel-
opment while speaking 
at the Raisina Dialogue 

on Friday, stating that 
the conflict in West 
Asia had “spilled over 
to the Indian Ocean”. 
Global media reports 
said the Sri Lanka Navy 
had escorted another 
Iranian vessel, IRIS 
Booshehr, to Sri Lankan 
waters. More than 200 
Iranian sailors aboard 
the vessel were reported 
to have disembarked in 
Sri Lanka. 

Ventilation, Cooling Industry to 
Grow $29.14 Billion by 2030 Another tanker—an India-flagged 

very large crude carrier (VLCC) 
with around 2 million barrels of 
crude from Iraq—also arrived at 
Mumbai, from where it is headed 
to Odisha’s Paradip, where a 
large Indian Oil Corporation re-
finery is located, a source in the 
know said, but declined to name 
the vessel due to safety reasons. 
 Both tankers are estimated to 
have crossed the Strait of Hor-
muz—the narrow waterway be-
tween Iran and Oman that 
connects the Persian Gulf with 
the Gulf of Oman and the Ara-
bian Sea—sometime in the past 
five-six days. 
 These mark the first known in-
stances of non-Iranian crude oil 
tankers transiting the critical 
chokepoint of the Strait of Hor-
muz, where vessel movements 
have effectively come to a halt 
since the West Asia conflict 
started on February 28. Reports 
indicate that Iran was allowing 
only its own oil tankers—headed 
to China—to cross the Strait. Ac-
cording to sources in India’s oil 
and gas industry, the arrival of 
tankers has raised hopes that 
more of India’s energy supplies 
that are currently stuck in the Per-
sian Gulf could find their way to 
the country in the coming days 
and weeks. 
 Sources indicated that India is 
talking to Iran to secure the safe 
passage of vessels headed to 
India, particularly oil and lique-
fied petroleum gas (LPG) 
tankers, a number of which are 
stuck to the west of the Strait of 
Hormuz. Ministry of External Af-

fairs (MEA) Spokesperson Rand-
hir Jaiswal said that safety of 
shipping and India’s energy secu-
rity have come up in Foreign 
Minister S Jaishankar’s discus-
sions with his Iranian counter-
part. “The External Affairs 
Minister and the Foreign Minister 
of Iran have had three conver-
sations in recent days. In the last 
one, they discussed issues per-
taining to the safety of shipping 
and India’s energy security. Bey-
ond that, it would be premature 
for me to say anything,” Jaiswal 
said Thursday. 

"The attachment follows search 
operations conducted on March 6 
in the case against Reliance 
Power Limited under the Foreign 
Exchange Management Act 
(FEMA)," it said. The ED had at-
tached assets of Anil Ambani's 
Reliance Group earlier as well. 
 "The cumulative Reliance Anil 
Ambani Group attachment has 
reached Rs 16,310 crore," the ED 
said. The probe stems from a CBI 
FIR filed against RCFL and 
RHFL based on complaints 
lodged by Yes Bank, Union Bank 
of India and Bank of Maharash-
tra. It is alleged that the two com-
panies raised public funds from 
multiple banks and financial in-
stitutions, and more than Rs 
11,000 crore of these funds 
turned into non-performing as-
sets, the ED said. 
 The agency said public funds 
raised by RHFL and RCFL were 
"diverted" to various Reliance 
Group companies, such as Reli-
ance Infrastructure Limited, Reli-
ance Power Limited, Reliance 

Communications Limited, Reli-
ance Capital Limited, etc. The 
funds were diverted by routing 
them through a large number of 
shell (dummy) entities controlled 
and managed by the Reliance 
Anil Ambani Group, it alleged. 
"These shell entities had negligi-
ble financial strength and no 
business operations," it said. Ac-
cording to the ED, its investiga-
tion found "mala fide intent" on 
the part of the group promoters 
and key persons. 

"I learned about the result of the 
vote of the esteemed Assembly of 
Experts at the same time as you 
and through the Islamic Repub-
lic's television." 
 Speaking hours later after Israel 
said it had launched a new wave 
of strikes on Tehran, Israeli Prime 
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu 
said Iran's new leader was a 
"puppet" of the Islamic Revolu-
tionary Guards who "can't show 
his face in public". 
 Asked about Khamenei and Hez-
bollah leader Naim Qassem he 
said "I wouldn't issue life insur-
ance policies on any of the 
leaders of the terrorist organisa-
tion", according to Reuters. 
 Iran has threatened attacks on 
shipments through the Strait of 
Hormuz, which is normally a 
conduit for one-fifth of the 
world's oil. 
 Blocking oil tankers from sailing 
through the Strait – and strikes by 
Iran on oil tankers in the Gulf – 
has led to soaring oil prices. 
 On Wednesday, Tehran said the 
world should be ready for oil at 
$200 per barrel and warned that 

any tanker bound for the US, Is-
rael and its partners was a legiti-
mate target. 
 The International Energy Agency 
has warned oil markets are suffer-
ing "the largest supply disruption 
in history." 

 The Centre has sought to re-
assure households that no short-
age is imminent, pointing to a 
25% increase in domestic LPG 
production. But for the restau-
rants, dhabas, and cloud kitchens 
that keep urban India fed, those 
assurances have done little to 
ease conditions on the ground. 
 For commercial establishments, 
cylinders are simply not arriving 
through official channels.  
The eateries The Indian Express 
spoke to said the black market is 
now the only viable route to pro-
curement – at prices that are 
frequently more than double the 
regulated rate. For smaller scale 
operations, like the one the two 
friends run in Yusuf Sarai, they 
rely on domestic cylinders 
largely, and even those cylinders 
are being sold at a 100-150% pre-
mium.  
Though using domestic LPG for 
commercial operations is not le-
gally permissible, many small-
scale roadside eateries rely on 
them since they are cheaper than 
commercial LPG. 
 The refrain throughout the indus-
try is the same: that there is cur-
rently a lack of clarity from the 
government. Indian Oil, Bharat 
Petroleum and Hindustan Petro-
leum did not respond to requests 
for comment. 
 

2 Ship with ........... 
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No Shortage of Petrol, Diesel, Kerosene or LPG in the Country: Hardeep  
NEW DELHI 
Wakeup telangana 
 
Union Petroleum and Nat-
ural Gas Minister Hardeep 
Singh Puri on Thursday 
said that there is no short-
age of petrol, diesel, kero-
sene or LPG in the 
country, assuring that fuel 
availability remains stable, 
and supply chains are 
functioning smoothly as 
well. “India has adequate 
fuel stocks, and there is 
no cause for concern over 
availability. The govern-
ment continues to closely 
monitor the global energy 
situation and will take nec-
essary steps to ensure un-
interrupted fuel availability 

across the country,” the 
minister said. 
 In line with the minister’s 
remarks on oil supply, oil 
ministry official sources 
also said that the govern-
ment has allocated around 
40,000 kilolitre of ad-
ditional kerosene to states 
as an alternative fuel to 
LPG. “In the meanwhile, 
the government will re-
lease some commercial 
LPG cylinders to busi-
nesses and consumers 
beyond the priority sectors 

already identified but state 
governments will play a 
central role in determining 
who gets them,” a senior 
oil ministry official said. 
 While briefing the media 
at the inter-ministerial con-
ference here, Sujata 
Sharma, joint secretary in 
the Ministry of Petroleum 
and Natural Gas, also said 
that some more commer-
cial LPG cylinders would 
be released to beneficiar-
ies identified by state gov-
ernments. “The crude oil 
supply situation in the 
country is comfortable and 
there has been no dry out 
at any of 1 lakh petrol 
pumps. India has approx-
imately 25,000 LPG dis-

tributors across the coun-
try and delivers around 50 
lakh cylinders daily. On 
the distribution side, no 
drought has been col-
lected,” she said. 
 Earlier in the day, Puri 
was addressing in Parlia-
ment about the concerns 
around LPG availability, 
stating that domestic LPG 
supply remains fully pro-
tected, even amid global 
geopolitical tensions and 
disruptions in energy mar-
kets. “ However, the over-
all fuel supply position 
remains stable and com-
fortable, with inventories 
sufficient to meet demand 
across the country,” the 
minister said. 

ED Attaches........... 
Iran's new supreme.. 

Delhi to Bengaluru... 
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SAFETY FIRST FOR  
MAKE IN INDIA 

NEW DELHI 
Wakeup telangana 
 
Two devastating industrial ex-
plosions within two days — Feb-
ruary 28 and March 1 — in two 
of India’s most industrially ad-
vanced States have once again 
exposed the alarming gaps in 
safety regulation governing haz-
ardous manufacturing units. The 
twin tragedies, which together 
claimed more than 40 lives, un-
derline a persistent pattern of 
negligence, weak enforcement 
and systemic complacency in in-
dustries dealing with explosive 
and chemical materials. 
 The first incident occurred at 
the Suryashree Fire Works fac-
tory in Vetlapalem, Andhra Pra-
desh, where a powerful blast 
reportedly took place while 
workers were manually mixing 
chemicals used in fireworks pro-
duction. Such processes, known 
to be highly volatile, demand 
strict adherence to safety stan-
dards, specialised equipment 
and trained personnel. Prelimi-
nary reports suggest that basic 
precautions may not have been 
adequately followed, raising se-
rious questions about monitor-
ing mechanisms and 
compliance checks. 
 Barely a day later, another 
deadly explosion struck the SBL 
Energy Limited facility at Raul-
gaon in Maharashtra’s Nagpur 
district. The company manufac-
tures mining and industrial ex-
plosives, making it a high-risk 
operation requiring rigorous 
oversight. While the exact cause 
of the blast is yet to be deter-
mined, the recurrence of such 

accidents points less to coinci-
dence and more to deep-rooted 
structural failures in safety gov-
ernance across the sector. 
 Data from the Directorate Gen-
eral Factory Advice Service and 
Labour Institutes (DGFASLI) 
paints a disturbing picture. Be-
tween 2017 and 2020, industrial 
accidents resulted in an average 
of three deaths and eleven in-
juries every single day across 
the country. The situation ap-
pears to have worsened in re-
cent years, with over 250 major 
explosions reported between 
2023 and 2025. States such as 
Gujarat, Maharashtra, Tamil 
Nadu, Andhra Pradesh and Te-
langana — home to a large con-
centration of chemical and 
explosive manufacturing units 
— account for a significant 
share of these incidents. 
 Investigations into previous ex-
plosions reveal recurring causes 
that are both predictable and 
preventable. Manual mixing of 
hazardous chemicals remains 
common despite safer auto-
mated alternatives. The use of 
cheap and highly reactive alu-
minium powder increases vol-
atility, while poorly ventilated 
workspaces allow combustible 
dust to accumulate, turning fac-
tories into potential death traps. 
Compounding these risks are in-
adequately trained workers and 
the illegal storage of explosive 
materials beyond permissible 
limits, often driven by cost-cut-
ting measures or production 
pressures. 
 What makes these tragedies 
particularly distressing is that 
most of the triggers are well 

known to regulators and man-
ufacturers alike. Lives could 
have been saved if due safety 
processes were strictly imple-
mented or if regulatory au-
thorities had conducted frequent 
and meaningful inspections. In-
stead, the familiar cycle repeats 
itself: outrage follows an acci-
dent, governments announce 
compensation for victims, in-
quiries are ordered, and public 
attention gradually fades without 
structural reform. 
 The consequences extend bey-
ond immediate loss of life. Un-
safe working conditions 
contribute to a growing percep-
tion that manufacturing jobs are 
dangerous and undesirable 
compared to employment in the 
service sector. This perception 
undermines India’s broader eco-
nomic ambitions. Initiatives 
aimed at strengthening domes-
tic manufacturing and creating 
large-scale employment cannot 
succeed if workers fear for their 
safety. 
 For India’s manufacturing sec-
tor to truly thrive, safety must 
become a non-negotiable prior-
ity rather than an afterthought. 
Stronger enforcement of regula-
tions, adoption of modern safety 
technologies, mandatory worker 
training, and strict penalties for 
violations are essential. Without 
transforming factory floors into 
secure workplaces, policy slo-
gans and investment drives 
alone will not attract skilled tal-
ent or sustain industrial growth. 
The recent explosions serve as 
a tragic reminder that economic 
progress cannot come at the 
cost of human lives. 

EDITORIAL

HYDERABAD 
Wakeup telangana 
 
Two persons have been ar-
rested after they snatched the 
gold chain of a 65-year-old 
woman at her residence in 
Hanumanpet. According to 
Malkajgiri police, the two 
were Naggari Kiran and 
Naggari Pavani. The duo, 
along with a child, ap-
proached the house of Ma-
hankali Lakshmikantam on 
March 4, posing as job-
seekers and enquired if any 
domestic work was available. 
When they were tod that 
there was no work, the 
woman asked for some 
drinking water for the child. 
As Lakshmikantam walked 
towards the refrigerator to 

fetch water, the male associ-
ate came from behind, 
gagged her and snatched a 
gold chain weighing about 
two tolas from her neck and 
ran away. 
 Following a complaint from 
the victim’s daughter, the po-
lice registered a case and 
launched an investigation. 
Officials examined CCTV 
footage from surrounding 
areas and noticed a sus-
picious Honda Activa mov-
ing near the locality around 
the time of the offence.Based 
on the footage and technical 
clues, police traced the sus-
pects to the Musheerabad 
area and arrested them. Dur-
ing interrogation, the accused 
confessed to committing the 
crime. 

Chain-Snatching: CCTV  
Visuals Help Police Arrest Two 
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The Telangana High 
Court has granted interim 
relief to moviegoers by 
suspending a government 
order that allowed stand-
alone cinema theatres in 
municipal areas to collect 
parking charges. The 
court issued an interim 
suspension of GO 121 
dated July 20, 2021, 
which permitted theatres 
to levy parking fees from 
visitors. The order came 
while hearing a writ peti-
tion filed by Ramavath 
Prem Kumar, who chal-

lenged the government 
order after being charged 
parking fees at Konark 
Theatre in Dilsukhnagar 
when he visited to watch 
a film. Counsel for the 
petitioner Vijay Gopal 
argued that collecting 
parking charges from 

cinema-goers by com-
mercial establishments 
was illegal. He contended 
that the government order 
permitting such collec-
tion violated Section 
176(6) of the Telangana 
Municipalities Act, 2019. 
The provision mandates 
that commercial estab-
lishments must provide 
adequate and dedicated 
parking facilities as a 
condition for obtaining 
building permission and 
prohibits the use of des-
ignated parking areas for 
other purposes. 
 The petitioner argued 
that once a viewer pur-

chases a cinema ticket in 
a standalone theatre, col-
lecting a separate parking 
fee amounts to an unau-
thorised charge not con-
templated under 
municipal law.  
After hearing the submis-
sions, the High Court 
temporarily suspended 
the operation of the gov-
ernment order and di-
rected the state 
government to inform 
standalone theatres not to 
collect parking charges 
from moviegoers. The 
matter was adjourned to 
April 6 for further hear-
ing. 

HC Suspends GO Allowing Parking Fee at Theatres 

CRIME
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The Telangana High Court 
has to allowed surrogacy 
for a couple, where the 
woman was suffering 
from several issues, medi-
called ‘androgen insensi-
tivity syndrome (CAIS) 
and ‘Karyotype XY ab-
sent ovaries and uterus’, 
necessitating use of donor 
oocyte. The wife had the 
physical features of a 
woman; she was not a 
transgender and she was 
fit to lead conjugal life. 
Though the Metropolitan 
Magistrate, Rangareddy 
district at Kukatpally, 
gave orders for concern-
ing parentage and custody 
of the child to be born 
through surrogacy, the 
commissioner of health 

and family welfare, chair-
person, state appropriate 
authority (SAA), ART & 
Surrogacy Act rejected the 
application of the couple 
for a certificate of essenti-
ality and eligibility under 
the Surrogacy (Regula-
tion) Act, 2021. 
 The authority relied on a 
cytogenetic report show-
ing the wife’s 46 XY 
chromosomal pattern and 
concluded that she did not 
fall within the statutory 
definition of a “couple”, 
which the Act described 
as a legally married Indian 
man and woman. It also 
referred to a communica-
tion from the Union gov-
ernment stating that 
transgender persons were 
not covered under the Act. 
Hence, the couple ap-
proached the High Court. 

Justice Nagesh Bhee-
mapaka has set aside the 
SAA order and pointed 
out that the competent au-
thority under the Act had 
certified the medical ne-
cessity for surrogacy 
under Rule 14(a) of the 
Surrogacy (Regulation) 
Rules, 2022. The court 
also took the cognizance 
that the authorities con-
firmed that the wife was 
not a transgender person 
but a woman suffering 
from CAIS and possessed 
all physical characteristics 
of a female. The court ob-
served that denying the 
certificate solely on the 
basis of chromosomal 
analysis was not valid. 
The judge also referred to 
the Supreme Court deci-
sion in ‘Arun Muthivel v. 
Union of India’, which 

clarified that Rule 14 per-
mitted gestational surro-
gacy where a woman was 
unable to conceive or 
carry a pregnancy due to 
medical conditions. Jus-
tice Bheemapaka while 
writing the judgment, also 
discussed the cultural and 
religious context of mar-
riage and procreation in 
Indian society. Referring 
to Hindu scriptures such 
as the Manusmriti and the 
Brihadaranyaka Upa-
nishad, the judge observed 
that childlessness had his-
torically carried social 
stigma in orthodox com-
munities. Such social 
pressures can cause sig-
nificant hardship for cou-
ples who are unable to 
conceive, the Judge ob-
served.  
 

HC allows a couple to avail  
surrogacy procedure 
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The Telangana High Court 
on Thursday reserved or-
ders on four criminal peti-
tions filed by N. Uttam 
Kumar Reddy, irrigation 
minister, seeking quashing 
of cases registered against 
him during the 2019 Hu-
zurnagar Assembly bypoll 
2019 for alleged violations 
of the Model Code of Con-
duct. Justice K. Sujana re-
served orders after hearing 
arguments from the public 
prosecutor and counsel 
representing the petitioner. 
 The cases arise from four 
crimes registered against 

Uttam Kumar Reddy and 
other leaders of the Indian 
National Congress during 
the bypoll campaign. In all 
four cases, Uttam Kumar 
Reddy was arrayed as ac-
cused No. 1 along with 
other party workers. Police 
alleged that the petitioner 
and other 
 Congress leaders con-
ducted roadshows and 
public meetings without 
obtaining prior permission 
and, in some instances, 
continued campaigning 
beyond the permitted time 
during the bypoll cam-
paign in support of Padma-
vathi Uttam Kumar Reddy, 
the minister’s wife. 

MCC Case: HC Reserves 
Orders on Uttam's Plea 

Hyderabad man 
held for using fake 
number plate 
The Langar House Police 
Station has registered a 
criminal case and appre-
hended the accused, Arif 
Khan, for allegedly using a 
forged registration plate on 
his vehicle. 
 According to officials, the 
legitimate owner of a 
Honda Activa bearing reg-
istration number 
TS13EX3358 approached 
the traffic police after re-
ceiving illegal traffic chal-
lans against his vehicle. 
 During the investigation, 
authorities found that the 
accused had replaced his 
vehicle’s original registra-
tion number with 
TS13EX3358 to mislead 
authorities.

Cybercriminals Cheat Victims 
of Rs.88 Lakh 

HYDERABAD 
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The Hyderabad Cyber Crime 
Police have registered multi-
ple cases after victims were 
cheated by fraudsters on the 
pretext of trading and online 
job offers. In the first case, a 
79-year-old businessman 
was duped of ₹55 lakh after 
being introduced to one 
Anish Mathew by Aarvi 
Reddy on social media. Ma-
thew sent the victim a link to 
download an app and per-
suaded him to transfer funds 
for trading. The victim was 
also asked to recruit new 
customers with a promise of 
30 per cent commission. 
When he demanded his 
money back, the accused 
switched off their phones. 

 In another case, a 49-year-
old private school teacher 
was lured by a WhatsApp 
message from Preeti 
Sharma, who offered high-
paying work promoting pro-
ducts online. After attending 
training sessions, the victim 
was asked to pay for reg-
istrations and clearances. 
She eventually lost ₹5 lakh 
before the accused stopped 
responding. A third case in-
volved a 36-year-old private 
employee who was added to 
a WhatsApp group called 5 
Nifty Core Capital Group. A 
man identifying himself as 
Vijay Lodha promised re-
turns of up to 500 per cent 
within three months through 
Indian and US stock trading. 
The victim transferred ₹8.5 
lakh and was cheated. 

Man booked for illegal 
teak timber storage in 
Chintapalli 
A man was booked for alleg-
edly procuring and storing 
teak timber illegally in his 
house at Chintapalli village 
in Jannaram mandal on Fri-
day. Timber worth over 
Rs.24,000 was seized from 
his possession. 
 Jannaram Forest Range Of-
ficer Sushma Rao, in a 
statement, said a case was 
registered against Muthyam 
Venkanna from the village 
for procuring and storing the 
teak timber at his house. 
Venkanna was found to 
have stored the timber logs 
during a surprise raid con-
ducted by the Forest offi-
cials, following a tip-off.  
The timber was shifted to 
the office of Jannaram FRO 
for further inquiry and legal 
action.
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Telangana CM inaugurates  
Netflix’s Eyeline Studios facility 

WhatsApp rolls out  
parent-controlled accounts  
for children under 13 
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Telangana Chief Minister 
A Revanth Reddy on 
Thursday, March 12, inau-
gurated Netflix Eyeline 
Studios Global VFX and 
Virtual Production Hub 
here and invited the OTT 
leader to set up a bigger 
facility in the ‘Bharat Fu-
ture City’ being developed 
by the state government 
on the city outskirts.Eye-
line is Netflix’s innova-
tion hub. 
 Reddy vowed to attract 
all the Fortune 500 com-
panies to the Bharat Fu-
ture City. 
 Highlighting his dream to 
make Hyderabad a hub of 
the international film in-
dustry, Reddy said Netflix 
setting up a facility in the 
city means the “arrival” of 
Hollywood. 
 “This is the stepping 

stone for my dream. This 
is the place not only for 
Tollywood, Bollywood, 
Kollywood. I have been 
focusing on Hollywood. 
Today, I am happy to an-
nounce that Netflix is 
here. I can authoritatively 
say Hollywood is here. 

My dream is going to 
come true. I sincerely 
welcome Netflix,” he 
said. 
 Urging Netflix to expand 
its presence in Hyderabad, 
he assured the govern-
ment’s support to the OTT 
platform. 

 Reddy, who said he has 
been interested in films 
since his childhood, of-
fered to allot land in the 
‘Bharat Future City’ 
where AI would be hosted 
in a big way for Netflix to 
establish a bigger facility. 
 “I don’t know where your 

corporate office is. But, 
you have to relocate your 
corporate office to my 
Bharat Future City. I have 
openly told my Prime 
Minister (Narendra 
Modi). I am going to at-
tract every company in 
the Fortune 500 list to my 
Bharat Future City,” he 
said. 
 Observing that “Hydera-
bad is a natural home for 
Netflix“, he said both the 
city and the OTT platform 
are global success stories 
Noting that Netflix has, of 
late, been putting lot of 
focus on sports, Reddy 
said his government is 
promoting sports in a big 
way by building sports in-
frastructure and establish-
ing a sports university. 
 Telangana IT Minister D 
Sridhar Babu, Union I&B 
Secretary Sanjay Jaju and 
other officials were pres-
ent.. 
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Dr. Nagara Ramesh, Managing 
Director of RNR Civil Surveyors 
located in Punjagutta, Hyderabad, 
was honored with the prestigious 
“Excellence in Land Survey & 
Mapping Services” award by 
HyBIZ TV in recognition of his 
significant contributions to the 
land survey and mapping sector. 
The award was presented during 
a grand ceremony held at Cyber 
Gardens, attended by several 
prominent personalities from the 
real estate and business sectors. 
 Delivering the keynote address 
as the chief guest, C. Shekhar 
Reddy, Chairman and Managing 
Director of CSR Estates Ltd, con-
gratulated Dr. Nagara Ramesh for 

establishing RNR Civil Sur-
veyors at a young age and build-
ing it into a trusted name in the 
field of civil surveying. He said 
the company has earned a strong 
reputation across the state for 
providing reliable and profes-
sional land survey services. 
 Also speaking on the occasion, 
V. Rajashekar Reddy, General 
Secretary of CREDAI Hydera-
bad, highlighted the rapid expan-
sion of the real estate sector in 
Telangana. He praised Dr. Nagara 
Ramesh for his efforts in training 
aspiring surveyors and creating 
employment opportunities in the 
field. According to him, Dr. Ra-
mesh has already trained hun-
dreds of individuals in land 
surveying, enabling many of 
them to establish self-employ-

ment and build sustainable ca-
reers. 
 Rajagopal also appreciated Dr. 
Ramesh for his social commit-
ment. He recalled that last year 
Dr. Ramesh donated 20 bicycles 
to students studying in a govern-
ment school in  
Panagal village of Wanaparthy 
district, helping them commute to 
school and continue their educa-
tion. 
 Responding after receiving the 
award, Dr. Nagara Ramesh 
thanked HyBIZ TV Managing 
Director Rajagopal for recogniz-
ing his work. He stated that en-
couraging emerging startups and 
young entrepreneurs would moti-
vate more youth across the state 
to enter the business sector and 
contribute to economic growth.

Dr. Nagara Ramesh Receives Prestigious Award

MUMBAI 
Wakeup telangana 
 
Isuzu Motors India (IMI) 
has announced a key lead-
ership change with Mr. 
Takeshi Hirano taking 
charge as the Deputy 
Managing Director, suc-
ceeding Mr. Toru Kishi-
moto as part of the 
company’s strategic busi-
ness plan.Mr. Hirano cur-
rently represents the 
Mitsubishi Corporation in 
the Isuzu Business Di-
vision in Japan and brings 

with him more than two 
decades of experience in 
global distribution and 
marketing for Isuzu Mo-
tors Limited.  
 His appointment marks a 
significant move in 
strengthening the com-
pany’s leadership as it 
continues to expand its 
presence in the Indian 
automotive market.Before 
assuming this new role, 
Hirano had already built a 
strong association with 
the Indian operations of 
the company. He earlier 

served as Vice President – 
Sales and Marketing at 
Isuzu Motors India, where 
he played a crucial role in 
laying the foundation for 
the brand’s growth in the 
Indian market. During his 
earlier tenure, he was in-
strumental in developing 
sales strategies, strength-

ening distribution net-
works, and establishing 
the brand among Indian 
consumers. 
 With extensive experi-
ence across international 
markets, Hirano has han-
dled multiple responsibil-
ities in various leadership 
capacities within both 
Isuzu Motors and Mitsub-
ishi Corporation.  
 His exposure to diverse 
markets and deep under-
standing of business oper-
ations are expected to 
contribute significantly to 

the company’s future 
growth plans in 
India.Meanwhile, Mr. 
Toru Kishimoto, who 
served as the Deputy 
Managing Director of 
Isuzu Motors India, will 
be moving back to Japan 
to take up a new assign-
ment at the parent com-
pany, Isuzu Motors 
Limited.The management 
transition, the company 
said, is part of its planned 
leadership rotation 
aligned with its global 
business strategy 

Top Management Change at Isuzu Motors India Oil Tops $100 as Iran  
Vows Continued Fight 
After 6,000 U.S. Airstrikes 
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Escalating tensions in the 
Middle East took a dra-
matic turn on Thursday as 
Iran’s Supreme Leader 
Mojtaba Khamenei called 
for the closure of the 
strategically vital Strait of 
Hormuz and urged con-
tinued attacks on Gulf 
Arab nations, framing the 
moves as leverage against 
the United States and its 
allies amid the intensify-
ing regional war.In his 
first public statement 
since the conflict began, 
Khamenei also appealed 
to people across Gulf 
countries to “shut down” 
American military bases 
operating in the region. 
He dismissed U.S. secu-
rity assurances to Gulf 
allies as “nothing more 
than a lie,” escalating 
rhetoric against Washing-
ton as the conflict shows 
no sign of easing. 
 The statement came as 
reports emerged that 
Khamenei was injured 
during the war’s opening 
strikes. According to an 
Iranian ambassador, the 
initial attacks killed sev-

eral members of his 
family, including his wife, 
one of his sisters, his 
niece, and his father, Ali 
Khamenei, marking a 
devastating personal loss 
for Iran’s leadership.The 
widening conflict has trig-
gered massive humanitar-
ian and economic 
consequences. Airstrikes 
by the United States and 
Israel continue to pound 
targets across Iran, while 
Iranian forces have retali-
ated by targeting shipping 
routes and energy infras-
tructure in the Persian 
Gulf.  
 These attacks have raised 
fears of a broader regional 
confrontation and dis-
rupted global energy 
supplies.Oil markets have 
reacted sharply to the es-
calating hostilities, with 
crude prices surging back 
above $100 per barrel as 
traders fear potential dis-
ruption to supplies mov-
ing through the Strait of 
Hormuz, a key artery for 
global oil 
shipments.Meanwhile, 
Donald Trump vowed that 
the United States would 
“finish the job,” claiming 
Iran had been “virtually 
destroyed” by ongoing 

strikes. According to the 
Pentagon, the first week 
of military operations has 
already cost the United 
States approximately 
$11.3 billion.The humani-
tarian toll is also rapidly 
worsening. The United 
Nations High Commis-
sioner for Refugees esti-
mates that as many as 3.2 
million people have been 
displaced within Iran due 
to the bombardment and 
ongoing instability.In 
neighboring Lebanon, au-
thorities report that 
around 800,000 residents 
have been forced to flee 
their homes as Israeli 
forces intensify attacks on 
sites linked to Hezbollah, 
the Iran-backed militant 
organization.With vio-
lence escalating across 
multiple fronts and diplo-
matic solutions appearing 
distant, the conflict threat-
ens to further destabilize 
the Middle East while in-
tensifying global eco-
nomic and humanitarian 
crises. Treasury Secretary 
Scott Bessent told CNBC 
on Wednesday that the ad-
ministration would raise 
the levies to the 15% limit 
this week.  
 

Stock Markets Fall Amid West Asia Crisis And Rising Oil Prices
NEW DELHI 
Wakeup telangana 
 
Indian stock markets 
opened in negative terri-
tory on Thursday as ris-
ing geopolitical tensions 
in West Asia and a sharp 
surge in global crude oil 
prices dampened inves-
tor sentiment. Concerns 
over potential disrup-
tions to global oil 
supplies weighed heavily 
on markets, triggering 
broad-based selling ac-
ross key sectors. 
 The benchmark Nifty 50 

opened at 23,674.85, 
falling 192 points or 0.80 
percent. Meanwhile, the 
BSE Sensex began the 
session at 76,369.65, de-
clining 494.06 points or 
0.64 percent in early 
trade. 
 Market participants re-
acted nervously after re-
ports that Iranian Navy 
Chief warned that ves-
sels passing through the 
Strait of Hormuz would 
require Iran’s approval 
or risk being targeted. 
The statement height-
ened fears of disruptions 

to one of the world’s 
most critical oil transit 
routes, which carries a 
significant portion of 
global crude supplies. 
Experts say the situation 
has amplified risk across 
global financial and 
energy markets. Banking 
and market expert Ajay 
Bagga noted that global 
investors are becoming 
increasingly cautious to-
ward Indian equities. 
“For foreign institutional 
investors, India has in-
creasingly become a sell-
on-rally market,” Bagga 

said. He attributed the 
cautious stance to rising 
crude oil prices, a 
stronger U.S. dollar and 
persistent global trade 
uncertainties that are di-
verting capital flows 

away from emerging 
markets. 
 He added that the global 
energy market has en-
tered a phase of extreme 
volatility due to the on-
going geopolitical ten-

sions. According to 
Bagga, even emergency 
oil releases may not im-
mediately solve supply 
disruptions if shipping 
routes remain affected. 
 Despite the International 
Energy Agency releasing 
around 400 million bar-
rels of emergency oil re-
serves — including 
about 172 million barrels 
from the United States 
— markets remain con-
cerned about supply con-
straints. 
 Reports indicate ship-
ping activity through the 

Strait of Hormuz has 
fallen sharply, with in-
surers reportedly with-
drawing protection and 
indemnity cover for ves-
sels due to escalating 
risks. In commodities, 
West Texas Intermediate 
crude surged past USD 
100 per barrel, raising 
concerns about inflation-
ary pressures and global 
economic stability.Secto-
ral indices on the Na-
tional Stock Exchange of 
India witnessed wide-
spread declines during 
early trade. The sharpest 

losses were seen in auto, 
PSU banking and real 
estate stocks, with Nifty 
Auto, Nifty PSU Bank 
and Nifty Realty falling 
more than 2 percent 
each.Other sectors also 
traded lower, with Nifty 
FMCG dropping 1.4 per-
cent, Nifty IT slipping 
0.43 percent and Nifty 
Pharma declining 0.98 
percent.Global markets 
also reflected investor 
caution. Asian indices 
such as Nikkei 225, 
Hang Seng Index and 
KOSPI registered.

NEW DELHI 
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Meta Platforms-owned 
WhatsApp has introduced 
a new “parent-managed 
account” model that will 
allow children under the 
age of 13 to use the mes-
saging platform under 
strict supervision from 
parents or guardians. 
 The new feature repre-
sents a significant shift in 
WhatsApp’s long-stand-
ing policy, which pre-
viously required users to 
be at least 13 years old (or 
older depending on re-
gional regulations). With 
the new system, parents 
can create and manage ac-
counts for pre-teens while 
maintaining oversight of 
their activity on the plat-
form. 
 According to the com-
pany, the initiative was 
developed after consulta-
tions with families and 

digital safety experts to 
create a safer messaging 
environment for younger 
users.  
 Under the parent-man-
aged model, guardians 
will be able to set up 
WhatsApp accounts for 
their children and control 
how the app is used.The 
controls will allow parents 
to limit the child’s experi-
ence mainly to messaging 
and voice calls, while also 
giving them the authority 
to manage the child’s con-
tact list and privacy set-
tings. Any changes to 
these controls will require 
a parental PIN, ensuring 

that only the guardian can 
modify the account’s 
safety settings. 
 Despite the additional su-
pervision features, What-
sApp confirmed that 
end-to-end encryption 
will remain intact, mean-
ing that even parents will 
not be able to read the 
content of messages ex-
changed through the plat-
form. This ensures that 
conversations remain pri-
vate while still allowing 
parents to supervise ac-
cess and contacts.The 
company said the feature 
will be introduced grad-
ually and will be rolled 
out in phases across dif-
ferent regions.With this 
move, Meta aims to bal-
ance the growing demand 
from families for safer 
digital access for younger 
users while maintaining 
WhatsApp’s strong focus 
on privacy and secure 
communication. 

Mr. Takeshi Hirano assumes the role of Deputy Managing Director, Isuzu Motors India (IMI) 
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Rashmika Mandanna Threatens Legal Action Over ‘Leaked’ Private Conversation 
  MUMBAI 
Wakeup telangana 
 
Actor Rashmika Mandanna on 
Thursday warned of legal action 
against individuals, influencers 
and media platforms circulating 
what she described as a leaked pri-
vate conversation from nearly 
eight years ago. In a detailed post 
on X, the actor said a sustained 
campaign of misinformation, ha-
rassment and targeted attacks had 
been directed at her for the past 
eight years. She alleged that her 
words were repeatedly taken out 
of context and false narratives 
were created to amplify hate for 
online engagement. 

 Mandanna said she had chosen 
patience and silence over the years 
despite the personal pain caused 
by the controversies. However, she 
said recent developments had 
crossed a line after a private con-
versation believed to be recorded 
nearly eight years ago was cir-
culated without the knowledge or 
consent of those involved. “A 
small portion of that conversation 
has now been deliberately taken 
out of context and circulated 
widely to create yet another dis-
comforting controversy,” she said, 
adding that the issue appeared to 
be strategically amplified along-
side recent developments in her 
personal life. 
 The actor also expressed concern 

that the controversy had dragged 
her family and people she shares 
cordial relationships with into the 
matter. Calling it a serious inva-
sion of privacy and circulation of 
misleading and defamatory mate-
rial, Mandanna said she could no 
longer remain silent. “For eight 
years, while the attacks were re-
stricted to me I chose silence. 
Today, while others are being 
drawn into this, I cannot stay silent 
any longer. I choose to draw a 
boundary,” she wrote. 
 Mandanna urged media platforms, 
influencers and individuals cir-
culating the content to remove it 
immediately and gave them 24 
hours from the time of her state-
ment to do so. Failing this, she 

said appropriate legal action 
would be initiated, including issu-
ing legal notices to individuals, 
digital platforms and media orga-
nisations involved in sharing the 
content. She said the step was not 
taken lightly but had become nec-
essary to protect her dignity and 
privacy. 
 In the post, Mandanna also 
thanked fans who had supported 
her over the years and emphasised 
that decisions about her personal 
life should remain her own. 
“Many people have supported me 
with love all these years. I thank 
them from the bottom of my 
heart,” she wrote, adding that no 
one else has the right to decide 
how she should live her life. 

NEW DELHI 
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Actor Yami Gautam Dhar 
said she has never re-
sorted to cheap PR tactics 
following the accidental 
like on the post criticising 
Kriti Sanon's Best Actress 
win for her performance 
in "Tere Ishk Mein". Yami 
shared a post on her X 
handle on Friday and said 
as an actor, she gets 
tagged in several posts 
daily and at times, the 
clicks are unintended. "It 
has come to my notice 
that I apparently 'liked' a 
reel that is condescending 
toward another actor. We 
get tagged in multiple 
things every day, and this 
appeared during an 
award-function reference 
like any other tag. It isn't 
true and was definitely not 
done consciously; if any-
thing, it may have been 
clicked accidentally. 
Never in my life have I re-
sorted to cheap PR tactics. 
I have always focused on 

my work and moved on," 
she wrote. 
 The 37-year-old actor 
said she prefers to remain 
focused on her work. "In 
the world of clickbait, it's 
tempting for even digni-
fied social media portals 
to harp on this and turn it 
into coffee-table gossip. 
But I would hope they 
would consider that I have 
earned a better reputation 
than that. I have no PR 
team, have respectfully 
cleared my stance on en-
tertainment award shows 
long ago, and remain fo-
cused on my work," she 
added. 
 Her statement comes 
days after a like was reg-

istered from her profile on 
an Instagram post, which 
featured a clip of Kriti 
celebrating her Best Ac-
tress award win at the Zee 
Cine Awards 2026. The 
video was combined with 
a clip of Yami from an old 
interview, where she 
noted she stopped seeking 
validation from the indus-
try. Following Kriti's win, 
several users said Yami 
deserved the award for her 
performance in the 2025 
drama film "Haq". After 
the actor unintentionally 
liked the reel, many 
pointed out the same, 
which led to Yami issue a 
clarification. 
 

Yami Gautam Says Her Like on  
Reel Criticising Kriti Sanon's Best  
Actress Win Was Accidental 

Dhurandhar Part One To 
Re-release Worldwide 
From March 13 

week before "Dhu-
randhar 2" hits the 
big screen, its 

makers on Thursday an-
nounced that they are re-re-
leasing the first part in 
cinema halls worldwide. Jio 
Studios and B62 Studios 
are bringing the global 
blockbuster "Dhurandhar" 
back to the big screen in a 
rare and exciting theatrical 
re-release across approx-
imately 500 screens world-
wide, including 250 screens 
across India beginning 
March 12 and 250 over-
seas, beginning March 13, a 
press release said. In North 
America alone, the film will 
return to theatres across 
nearly 185 screens, signal-
ling the extraordinary antici-
pation for the next chapter. 

The second part, titled 
"Dhurandhar: The Re-
venge", is set to release in 
theatres on March 19, coin-
ciding with the festivals of 
Gudi Padwa, Ugadi, and 
Eid. While the first part was 
only available in Hindi, the 

sequel will expand its reach 
with dubbed versions avail-
able in Tamil, Telugu, Kan-
nada, and Malayalam. The 
makers of "Dhurandhar: The 
Revenge" are hosting exclu-
sive premiere screenings in 
the USA and Canada on 

March 18, a day ahead of its 
global release. 
 The Aditya Dhar-directed 
spy thriller, featuring Ran-
veer Singh, released on De-
cember 5 and attained 
humongous success. The 
film amassed Rs 1,300 
crore globally, with Rs 1,000 
crore of the total originating 
from the Indian market. 
These premieres will take 
place largely on Premium 
Large Format (PLF) 
screens, which feature ex-
pansive wall-to-wall 
screens, immersive sound 
systems such as Dolby 
Atmos, enhanced projec-
tion, and luxury seating, for-
mats typically reserved for 
major Hollywood event 
films, the press release 
read. 

A

GVR Karate Academy Holds 
Saraswati Puja for Students

HYDERABAD 
Wakeup telangana 
 
A Saraswati Puja pro-
gram was organized by 
GVR Karate Academy 
to encourage students 
who are preparing for 
their Class 10 annual 
examinations. The ini-
tiative aimed to boost 
the students’ confidence 
and provide them with 
the mental strength to 
face their exams with 
courage and determina-
tion. The program was 
attended by Mahalaxmi 

Ramanna Goud as the 
chief guest. Addressing 
the students, she moti-
vated them to approach 
their examinations with 
confidence, discipline, 
and focus. She encour-
aged them to work hard 
and strive to achieve 
good results in their ac-
ademic journey. 
 As part of the event, 
students offered prayers 
to Goddess Saraswati 
with devotion, seeking 
blessings for knowl-
edge, wisdom, and suc-
cess in their 

examinations. The spiri-
tual atmosphere of the 
puja was intended to in-
spire positivity and 
strengthen the students’ 
determination ahead of 
their important aca-
demic milestone. 
 During the program, 
guests felicitated the 
participating students 
and distributed study 
materials,  
including pencils, pens, 
and scales, to support 
them in their exam 
preparations. The event 
was conducted under 

the guidance of Dr. G. 
S. Gopal Reddy. The 
Saraswati Puja rituals 
were performed by Pan-
dit Rangarao, who of-
fered special prayers 
and blessings for the 
students’ academic pro-
gress and success in 
their examinations. 
 Students who partici-
pated in the puja in-
cluded Jessy and Venkat 
Reddy from Keshav 
Memorial High School, 
Meghana from Govern-
ment School Musheera-
bad,  
Nandini from St. Paul’s 
School, Shreya from 
Oxford Grammar High 
School, and Tejanshi 
from Rosary Convent 
High School.  
Academy black belts 
Amrutha Reddy, Gana 
Santhoshinee Reddy, 
Anagha, Saanvi, and 
Dwaita, along with 
other students of the 
academy and their par-
ents, also attended the 
program and extended 
their support to the par-
ticipants. 
 
 

Shubman Gill Set To Be 
Named Cricketer of The 
Year at BCCI Annual 
HYDERABAD 
Wakeup telangana 
 
India’s Test and ODI captain 
Shubman Gill is set to be hon-
oured as the Cricketer of the 
Year at the annual awards of the 
Board of Control for Cricket in 
India (BCCI), scheduled to be 
held on March 15. The 26-year-
old earned the recognition fol-
lowing a remarkable year across 
formats, emerging as one of 
India’s most consistent per-
formers.Gill delivered outstand-
ing performances in both Test 
and One-Day International 
cricket during the season. 
  In Test matches, he amassed 
983 runs, including a staggering 
754 runs during India’s drawn 
away series against England na-
tional cricket team in 2025, 
maintaining an impressive aver-
age of over 70. His dominance 
with the bat played a crucial role 
in India’s competitive showing in 
challenging overseas con-
ditions.In ODIs, Gill continued 
his consistent run, scoring 490 
runs, including 188 runs during 
India’s victorious campaign in 
the ICC Champions Trophy. His 
performances significantly con-
tributed to India lifting the presti-
gious tournament title.Across 

formats, Gill compiled 1,764 in-
ternational runs at an average of 
49, highlighted by seven cen-
turies and three half-centuries, 
underscoring his role as a key 
pillar of India’s batting lineup. 
While he did not feature promi-
nently in T20 Internationals and 
was not selected in the squad 
that defended India’s title at the 
ICC Men's T20 World Cup last 
month, Gill remained in superb 
form in franchise cricket.Rep-
resenting the Gujarat Titans in 
the Indian Premier League, Gill 
scored 650 runs at an average 
of 50, reaffirming his stature as 
one of the most reliable batters 
in the league. 

 Meanwhile, former India head 
coach Rahul Dravid will receive 
the Col. C.K. Nayudu Lifetime 
Achievement Award for his im-
mense contribution to Indian 
cricket. During his tenure as 
head coach, Dravid played a piv-
otal role in shaping the national 
side and guiding India to victory 
in the 2024 ICC Men's T20 
World Cup.In another major rec-
ognition, the Mumbai Cricket As-
sociation is set to be named the 
Best Association in domestic 
cricket, acknowledging its con-
tinued excellence in developing 
players and maintaining strong 
domestic cricket structures. 
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hairman of Virinchi Hospitals and Bharatiya 
Janata Party’s (BJP) candidate for the Lok 
Sabha 2024 elections, Madhavi Latha, on 

Thursday, March 12, tore down posters of iftar party 
organised by Asaduddin Owaisi-led All India Majlis-
e-Ittehadul Muslimeen (AIMIM) that were placed in 
front of her hospital. 
 “Who are you supposed to feed during Ramzan? You 
should be feeding the poor or children in the juvenile 
home instead of spending crores on parties in func-
tion halls. Learn the meaning of Ramzan and iftar 
first,” she fumed, criticising the party’s “extravagant” 
spending. 
 Taking to X she wrote, “Ramzan is a month of hu-
mility, charity, and service — not political spectacle. 
Every year, the people of Hyderabad witness the 
same drama, extravagant one-time Iftar parties orga-
nised with great publicity by the Owaisi brothers and 
their party. Cameras flash, tables are lavish, and 
speeches are made. But the next morning, the real 
problems of the community remain exactly where 
they were.” 
 

Major fire at Chandranagar, flames 
engulf five-storey building housing 
furniture and electronics showroom 

anic gripped residents and commuters after a 
major fire broke out at the Anu Furniture and 
Electronics showroom located opposite the 

Chandanagar Police Station on Thursday night. The 
blaze erupted in the furniture store operating from a 
five-storey building, sending thick plumes of smoke 
and flames into the air. 
 According to preliminary information, a large quantity 
of furniture stocked inside the showroom caught fire, 
causing the flames to spread rapidly across sections of 
the building. Firefighters rushed to the spot with four 
fire engines and immediately launched firefighting op-
erations to bring the blaze under control.Eyewitnesses 
reported seeing dense smoke billowing from the upper 
floors of the building as firefighters battled the flames. 
The incident created panic among nearby shop owners, 
residents, and commuters traveling along the busy 
stretch.Since the building is located on the main road, 
the fire incident led to heavy traffic congestion in the 
area. Vehicles slowed down as onlookers gathered near 
the spot, further worsening the traffic situation. 
 Local police personnel from the Chandanagar area 
promptly reached the location and began regulating 
traffic to ensure the smooth movement of vehicles and 
allow fire engines to carry out rescue and firefighting 
operations without obstruction. 
 

P

C

he city traffic police announced traffic diver-
sions in view of the dismantling and recon-
struction of the Hussainsagar surplus nala 

bridge at Arvindnagar near Ashoknagar from March 
13. Officials said traffic congestion was expected on 
the stretch between Pillars 16 and 17 under the Nay-
ani Narasimha Reddy steel bridge. Police said all ve-
hicles except two-wheelers from Street No. 9 in 
Himayatnagar towards Indira Park crossroads, and 
from RTC crossroads towards Indira Park crossroads, 
would be diverted at Ashoknagar crossroads via the 
Sub-Registrar office, Ashoknagar, Bakaram bridge, 
LIC Colony, Bandamaisamma crossroads and Dharna 
Chowk Marg. Vehicles from Bakaram towards Indira 
Park crossroads would be diverted at Bakaram 
bridge, via LIC Colony, Bandamaisamma crossroads 
and Dharna Chowk Marg.  
 

Hyderabad Traffic Police Give Traffic Advisory 

T

Madhavi Latha tears 
down AIMIM iftar’s posters 

Unhappy with job placement, man 
stabs job consultancy owner 23 times 
HYDERABAD 
Wakeup telangana 
 
Police, on Thursday, March 
12, arrested a 19-year-old 
man for allegedly stabbing 
a job consultancy owner in 
Hyderabad’s Madhura 
Nagar area.  
 The link for joining the 
meeting will be intimated 
to their mobile 
numbers/email ID in due 
course, according to the 
postal official. 
 The deceased, Jaggavarapu 
Shashi Kiran Reddy, 35, 
was the owner of Best 
Group of Services Job Con-
sultancy located in Engi-
neers Colony. According to 

a complaint lodged by the 
company’s HR executive 
Dulipadu Akshaya, at 
around 2:30 pm, Pollamari 
Setty Prabhu Kumar ap-
proached her expressing 
dissatisfaction with a job 
arranged through the con-
sultancy. He reportedly de-
manded a refund and salary 
for the days he had 
worked.Akshaya asked 
Kumar to sit in the counsel-
ling room and informed 
Reddy, who then began 
speaking with him. She left 
the room.Suddenly, she 
heard screams and rushed 
inside to see Reddy lying in 
a pool of blood and Kumar 
holding a knife.  

HYDERABAD 
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The Cybercrime Police 
registered 78 first infor-
mation reports (FIRs), 
solved 74 cases and ar-
rested 117 people from 16 
states throughout Feb-
ruary this year, as part of a 
special drive called “Oper-
ation Octopus.” 
 The cases consisted of 
63 trading and investment 
fraud cases, six digital ar-
rest cases, four one-time 
password (OTP) fraud 
cases and one social 
media fraud. Additionally, 
Rs 34,76,884 was re-
funded to the victims. 
 According to the police, 
the accused were found 
involved in 1,081 cases 
across India, and their 
bank accounts recorded 
transactions worth approx-
imately Rs 139 crore. 
 During the month, Zonal 
Cyber Cells received 
2,963 complaints through 

the National Cyber Crime 
Reporting Portal, out of 
which 461 FIRs were reg-
istered. 
 Additionally, 11 accused 
involved in nine cases 
were arrested across India 
and Rs 24,10,741 was re-
funded to victims. Cyber 
Patrol also identified 124 
fake profiles on Facebook 
and Instagram running 
539 advertisements pro-
moting illegal online gam-
ing and betting apps, 
which were reported and 
taken down. The public 
has been asked to remain 
vigilant against fake social 
media and matrimonial 
profiles, fraudulent invest-
ment groups, malicious 
APK files, phishing links 
and “digital arrest” imper-
sonation scams.In case 
one falls victim to cyber-
crime, they should reach 
out through the 1930 help-
line or through the Na-
tional Cyber Crime 
Reporting Portal. 

KTR Flags LPG Shortage, 
Seeks Urgent Centre Action

No need for welfare schemes if  
quality education is given: Revanth 

Telangana excise officer in dock for abetting husband’s suicide 
HYDERABAD 
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A man allegedly died by 
suicide in Hyderabad on 
Tuesday night, March 10, 
leaving a note blaming his 
wife, a Circle Inspector in 
the Telangana Excise De-
partment, and her family 
members for his death. A 
case of abetment to sui-
cide has since been reg-
istered against her. 
 N Srinivas, 41, a native of 
Ramakrishnapur village in 
Mandamarri mandal, Man-
cherial district, was found 
hanging at his residence 
on the night of March 10. 
He and S Jyothi, the ac-
cused, had been married 

since 2012 and have a 
son who has been living 
with his mother. 
 According to reports, Sri-
nivas, a private sector em-
ployee, had actively 
supported his wife’s bid for 
a government job, helping 
her pursue her graduation 
after marriage and then 
prepare for competitive 
examinations. Jyothi sub-
sequently cleared the Te-
langana Public Service 
Commission examination, 
was appointed Sub-In-
spector in the Excise De-
partment and was later 
promoted to Circle Inspec-
tor.Their relationship re-
portedly began to 
deteriorate after her pro-

motion, with Srinivas al-
legedly being neglected 
and Jyothi said to have 
stopped returning home. 
The situation worsened 
after she lodged a dowry 
harassment case against 
him. 
 Srinivas’ brother Shiva 
Krishna told media that 
after Jyothi got the gov-
ernment job, she began 
keeping him away, and 
that her parents and 
sisters began “motivating” 
her to take care of them, 
when the problems be-
tween the couple began. 
 The differences grew to 
an extent that Srinivas 
was living in Mancherial 
separately from her while 

she was posted in other 
places. However, after 4 
years he decided to re-
unite with her in the inter-
est of his son, and the 
couple started to live to-
gether again in Hydera-
bad.According to Shiva 
Krishna, there was an 
issue related to the con-
struction of a house 
through a housing loan at 
Lakshmi Nagar of Nered-
met in Hyderabad, for 
which Srinivas paid more 
than Rs 40 lakh. The prop-
erty was worth Rs 1 crore 
and was registered in Jyo-
thi’s name. She has re-
portedly been paying the 
Every Month Installments 
(EMI). 

Hyderabad Cybercrime  
Police nabs 117 accused  
during ‘Operation Octopus’ 
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BRS Working President 
K. T. Rama Rao has 
written to Union Petro-
leum and Natural Gas 
Minister Hardeep Singh 
Puri seeking immediate 
intervention to resolve the 
severe shortage of com-
mercial and domestic 
LPG cylinders. 
 In his letter, KTR warned 
that the disruption in LPG 
supply is badly affecting 
hotels, eateries, PG hos-
tels and small food busi-
nesses. He said that if the 
supply crisis continues, 
thousands of establish-
ments could be forced to 
shut down, creating hard-
ship for lakhs of workers 
and students who depend 
on these services. 
 Highlighting the urgency 
of the issue, KTR urged 

the Centre to take coordi-
nated and immediate steps 
to restore LPG supplies 
and prevent a wider liveli-
hood crisis across the 
country. 
 To address the shortage, 
he proposed several meas-
ures, including a tiered 
LPG allocation system 
that prioritises small ven-
dors and vulnerable busi-
nesses. He also suggested 
setting up a real-time pub-
lic dashboard to provide 
transparent information 

on LPG cylinder avail-
ability across districts. 
 KTR further rec-
ommended a temporary 
price freeze on commer-
cial LPG cylinders to pro-
tect small businesses from 
additional financial bur-
den during the ongoing 
shortage. Raising con-
cerns over black market-
ing, he called for strict 
action against the illegal 
diversion of domestic 
LPG cylinders for com-
mercial use and their sale 

at inflated prices. 
 He also urged the Union 
Government to treat PG 
hostels in IT corridor 
areas under a special pro-
tection category to ensure 
uninterrupted LPG supply 
for lakhs of students and 
employees living there. In 
addition, KTR stressed 
that gas-based cre-
matoriums should be clas-
sified as essential services 
so that their operations are 
not disrupted due to the 
LPG shortage. 
 Warning that lakhs of 
daily wage workers in the 
hotel and food sector 
could lose their liveli-
hoods if kitchens shut 
down, KTR described the 
situation as a serious cri-
sis and appealed for im-
mediate intervention to 
stabilise LPG supply ac-
ross the country.
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Telangana Chief Minister 
A Revanth Reddy said on 
Thursday, March 12, that 
the state government is 
focusing on reforms in 
education, as he believes 
that if quality education is 
given, there will be no 
need for welfare schemes. 
 He said the government 
was bringing changes in 
the education system with 
the idea of providing 
quality education. 
 Inaugurating Medicover 
Hospital at Kokapt in Hy-

derabad, he announced 
that a new education sys-
tem will be introduced 
from nursery to 12th class 
from the next academic 
year.The Telangana public 
schools will also be estab-
lished, providing quality 
breakfast, meals and 

transport to the students. 
A decision whether to 
provide transportation to 
the students of the gov-
ernment schools free of 
cost or a 50 per cent con-
cessional transport facility 
will be taken soon, he 
said. He stated that the 
government has also es-
tablished Skills University 
to enhance skills among 
students. 
 He also revealed that the 
state government was 
compiling the health data 
of 60 lakh women who 
will get digital health 
cards soon.Stating that the 

government was already 
planning to provide life 
insurance to 1.30 crore 
families, the Chief Minis-
ter said that the govern-
ment has spent Rs 1,800 
crore for Aarogyasri and 
CMRF to provide medical 
care free of cost to the 
poorer sections in the 
state this year.CM Re-
vanth Reddy said that the 
state government was fo-
cusing on cancer preven-
tion also and appointed 
famous Oncologist Dr 
Nori Dattatreya as the 
state advisor. 
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A. Revanth Reddy, 
Chief Minister of Telan-
gana, announced that 
the state government is 
compiling digital health 
data of 60 lakh people 
and will soon distribute 
health cards to them. 
The Chief Minister also 
revealed that the gov-
ernment is planning to 
provide life insurance 
coverage to 1.30 crore 
families across the 
state.Speaking after 

inaugurating Medicover 
Hospitals on Thursday, 
the Chief Minister ex-
pressed concern over 
the rising cost of medi-
cal care, stating that 
common people are fac-
ing difficulties in acces-
sing affordable 
treatment. 
 He said the government 
has already spent 
₹1,800 crore this year 
under Aarogyasri and 
the CM Relief Fund to 
provide free medical 
care to the poor. The up-
coming health database 

will be prepared using 
20 years of Aarogyasri 
data, and the govern-
ment is also focusing on 
cancer prevention.  
 Renowned oncologist 
Dr. Nori Dattatreya has 

been appointed as the 
state advisor for this ini-
tiative.Highlighting the 
shortage of healthcare 
professionals, Revanth 
Reddy suggested that 
doctors working in pri-

vate hospitals should 
render services in gov-
ernment hospitals for at 
least one month every 
year. 
 The Chief Minister also 
announced major re-
forms in the education 
sector. From the next 
academic year, the gov-
ernment will introduce 
an integrated Nursery to 
Class 12 education sys-
tem through Telangana 
Public Schools. These 
schools will provide 
free quality breakfast, 
meals, and transport fa-

cilities to students.He 
added that the govern-
ment is investing 
₹10,000 crore to de-
velop infrastructure in 
hospitals like Osmania 
General Hospital and 
Telangana Institute of 
Medical Sciences. Re-
vanth Reddy said qual-
ity education is the key 
to social progress and 
emphasized that if good 
education is provided to 
all, the need for welfare 
schemes will signifi-
cantly reduce. 
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Charminar police arrested 
a notorious rowdy sheeter, 
Shaik Naseeruddin alias 
Ganna Naseer, along with 
his associate Md Azaan 
Quadri, for allegedly 
threatening a street ven-
dor and demanding 
money in the Old City 
area.According to police 
officials, Naseer had been 
extorting money from local 
vendors near Charminar, 
allegedly collecting Rs 
1,000 per day from them.  
 Vendors were reportedly 
threatened with a knife if 
they refused to pay the 
amount.Deputy Commis-
sioner of Police (DCP) 
Kiran Khare said that the 
accused used intimidation 
and threats to force ven-
dors to pay daily protec-
tion money. “He was 
collecting Rs 1,000 per 
day from vendors and 

threatened them with a 
knife if they refused to 
pay,” the DCP stated.Po-
lice said Naseer was run-
ning a sugarcane juice 
business in the Charminar 
area while simultaneously 
engaging in illegal activ-
ities, including extortion. 
 During the operation, po-
lice arrested Naseer and 
his associate Quadri. 
Another accomplice, 
Azhar, is currently ab-
sconding, and special 
teams have been formed 
to trace and apprehend 
him.Investigations further 
revealed that Naseer has 
a long criminal history and 
is involved in multiple of-
fences across the Old City. 
He was previously booked 
under the Gaming Act, the 
Narcotic Drugs and Psy-
chotropic Substances 
(NDPS) Act, and in sev-
eral cases related to 
bodily offences at different 
police stations. 

Two including rowdy sheeter  
arrested for extortion in Charminar 

He announced that a new education system will be introduced from nursery to 12th class from the next academic year. 


