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TELANGANAWAKE UP 
THE VOICE OF THE VOICELESS

Harish Rao challenges CM  
Revanth over claims in  
Kerala election campaign: P8 

Telangana to Have First 
Integrated Godavari 
Temple Circuit: P2 

Kavitha raises alarm over  
fee hikes, seeks immediate  

government intervention: P3 

SCAN FOR EPAPER

Brief Insights

Discrepancies Surface In 
Vijay''s Affidavits Filed At 
Perambur, Trichy East One F-15E crew member recovered, search continues for second 
Discrepancies have sur-
faced in two separate 
election affidavits sub-
mitted by actor and TVK 
founder Vijay, potentially 
inviting legal and political 
scrutiny ahead of the as-
sembly elections. The con-
trasting documents, 
prepared for the Perambur 
and Tiruchirappalli East 
constituencies, reveal con-
tradictory declarations re-

Entire Country Supports 
Amaravati As Capital 
Except YSRCP: AP CM 
Despite alleged conspir-
acies by the opposition 
YSR Congress Party 
(YSRCP) P, the entire 
country supported the 
decision to designate 
Amaravati as the capital of 
Andhra Pradesh, Chief 
Minister N Chandrababu 
Naidu said on Friday. Ad-
dressing a press confer-
ence, he asserted that 
after receiving the central 
government's sovereign 
seal, no one can alter the 
status of the capital city in 
the future. 
 "They (YSRCP) wanted to 
destroy Amaravati, but we 
enacted a law. Today, the 
entire country stands be-
hind Amaravati. Overcom-
ing all conspiracies, 
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NEW DELHI 
Wakeup telangana 
 
 A U.S. fighter jet  has 
been shot down over Iran 
and search-and-rescue ef-
forts have so far recov-
ered one of two crew 
members who ejected, a 
U.S. official �told 
Reuters, in the first known 
incident of its kind in the 
nearly five-week-old war. 
The Pentagon and U.S. 
Central Command did not 
respond to requests for 
comment. 
 The prospect of a U.S. 
pilot being alive and on 
the run inside Iran raises 
the stakes for the U.S. in a 
conflict that, according to 
opinion polls, has strug-
gled to win popular sup-
port among Americans. 
 It also  presents a chal-
lenge to the U.S. military, 
which faces the twin goals 
of trying to save the life 
of an American behind 
enemy lines  while safe-
guarding anyone involved 
in perilous rescue mis-
sions. 
The incident comes over a 
week after U.S. President 
Donald Trump said in 
the  Oval Office that Iran's 

military had been defeated 
to the point that "we lit-
erally have planes flying 
over Tehran and other 
parts of their country. 
They can't  do a thing 
about it." 
White House Press Secre-
tary Karoline Leavitt said 
Trump had been briefed, 
without confirming any 
details of the incident. 
Iranian officials called on 
civilians to  be on the 
lookout for survivors and 
have flooded social media 
with images that purport 
to show wreckage from 
the aircraft. 
 Two U.S. officials said 
the aircraft was an F-15E 
fighter jet, which has two 
seats: one for a pilot and 
the second for a weapons 

systems officer. It was 
unclear which of the two 
was recovered, and the 
U.S. official who  con-
firmed the recovery did 
not offer any details on 
how it took place. 
U.S. air crews undergo 
training for what to do if 
they go down behind  
enemy lines, called Sur-
vival, Evasion, Resistance 
and Escape training, or 
SERE, opens new tab, but 
few airmen are fluent in 
Persian and staying unde-
tected while seeking res-
cue will be a challenge. 
William Goodhind, a �fo-
rensic imagery  analyst 
with Contested Ground, 
said images of the plane's 
tail fin seen in photos 

Congress Shrinking Across India, Says Modi In Pondy 

US fighter jet shot  
down over Iran

PUDUCHERRY 
Wakeup telangana 
 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi on Friday criti-
cised the Congress, stat-
ing that the party’s 
presence is declining ac-
ross the country, while 
addressing BJP karya-
kartas ahead of the As-
sembly elections. He 
said the Congress’ politi-
cal space has reduced 
nationally, citing electo-
ral setbacks and a de-
cline in parliamentary 
strength. “The Congress 

culture of dynasty pol-
itics and patronage is 
ending. India today is 
young, aspirational and 
forward-looking,” he 
said. 
 Targeting the previous 
Congress government in 
Puducherry, the Prime 
Minister alleged that it 
functioned under the 
“high command” in 
Delhi rather than ad-
dressing local concerns, 
and described the party 
as operating in a feudal 
manner. He said voters 
who supported the party in 2016 were dis-

appointed due to what he 
termed misgovernance 
and neglect of sectors 

such as fisheries, coastal 
development and local 
industries. The Prime 
Minister also accused 
the Congress of under-
mining democratic pro-
cesses, referring to 
delays in conducting 
panchayat elections de-
spite court directions, 
and contrasted this with 
elections being held in 
regions such as Jammu 
and Kashmir and Guja-
rat. Highlighting devel-
opment initiatives, Modi 
said the NDA govern-
ment is working to posi-

tion Puducherry as a 
centre for education, 
tourism and spirituality, 
and noted that projects 
inaugurated during his 
visit reflect the Centre’s 
focus on the Union Terri-
tory. He called on party 
workers to step up out-
reach efforts and ex-
pressed confidence that 
voters would support the 
NDA in the upcoming 
elections. Earlier, the 
Prime Minister inaugu-
rated several projects 
and held a roadshow. 
 

NEW DELHI 
Wakeup telangana 
 
Russia has conveyed its 
readiness to scale up oil 
and liquefied natural gas 
(LNG) supplies to India, 
offering an assurance on 
energy security amid the 
global crisis linked to the 
West Asian conflict. Rus-
sian First Deputy Prime 
Minister Denis Manturov 
communicated the posi-
tion during meetings with 
the Indian leadership. On 

fertiliser supplies, he said 
Russia had increased ship-
ments of “in-demand” 
mineral fertilisers to India 
by 40 per cent by the end 
of last year and is pre-
pared to continue meeting 
India’s requirements. He 
added that “a joint pro-
duct for carbamide pro-
duction is under 
development”. 
 The Russian Embassy 
said, “Particular attention 
was paid (during the 
meetings) to cooperation 

in the oil and gas sector. 
Denis Manturov con-
firmed that Russian com-
panies have the capacity 
to steadily increase 
supplies of oil and LNG 
to the Indian market,” and 
added, “Russia and India 
continue to strengthen the 
partnership in nuclear 
energy in line with agreed 
schedules, the project to 
construct power units for 
the Kudankulam nuclear 
power plant is being im-

HYDERABAD 
Wakeup telangana 
 
Chief Minister A. Re-
vanth Reddy on Friday 
said the Supreme Court 
of India verdict uphold-
ing the Telangana Public 
Service Commission 
Group-I recruitment af-
firms the government’s 
transparency in public 
hiring. In a post on X, 
Revanth Reddy wel-
comed Thursday’s judg-
ment dismissing petitions 
that challenged the re-
cruitment of 563 candi-
dates. He said the ruling 
brought relief to aspirants 
who had waited years for 

government jobs. The 
Chief Minister said can-
didates had faced pro-
longed uncertainty and 
that his government, on 
assuming office, moved 
quickly to issue the noti-
fication, conduct exami-
nations and issue 
appointment orders. He 

said the process was 
completed despite at-
tempts by “malicious 
forces” to obstruct it, en-
abling selected candi-
dates to join as the first 
batch of Group-I officers 
and contribute to the 
state’s reconstruction. He 
congratulated the candi-
dates. 
 Revanth Reddy also 
commended the TGPSC 
chairman, members and 
staff for overhauling 
procedures, restoring 
confidence among unem-
ployed youth and con-
ducting the recruitment 
with transparency. The 
TGPSC conducted the 

Group-I Main examina-
tions in October 2024 for 
563 posts and later de-
clared the results. The 
process faced litigation 
after some candidates ap-
proached the Telangana 
High Court alleging ir-
regularities.  
Appointment letters were 
issued in September 
2025, subject to court 
outcomes. The High 
Court upheld the recruit-
ment, following which 
unselected candidates 
moved to the Supreme 
Court. The apex court’s 
dismissal of the petitions 
has now concluded the 
matter. 

Russia Offers to Scale Up  
Crude Oil, LNG Supplies to India 

HYDERABAD 
Wakeup telangana 
 
Chief Minister A Revanth 
Reddy will release a 
master plan for a 550-km 
Godavari temple circuit at 
Basara on April 6 to de-
velop a river-linked pil-
grimage and eco-tourism 
corridor ahead of the 2027 
Godavari Pushkaralu. Ac-
cording to officials, the 
proposed Basara-Bhadra-
chalam circuit will con-
nect major shrines, 
including Gnana Saras-
wati Temple and Sri Sita 
Ramachandra Swamy 
Temple, along with Ka-
leshwaram, Dharmapuri, 
Kotilingala, Soan, 
Gudem, and Sri Rama 
Giri. The officials said 
these sites, earlier func-
tioning in isolation, will 
be integrated into a con-
tinuous pilgrimage route 
for devotees from Telan-
gana, Maharashtra, and 
Andhra Pradesh. 
 The river bends at Soan, 
and Kaleshwaram will be 
developed as key nodes 
with eco-sensitive walk-
ways and viewing points. 
The officials said the cir-
cuit is planned to begin at 
Kandakurthi near Basara, 

known as “Skanda Kudi” 
and “Triveni Sangamam,” 
where the Godavari, Man-
jeera, and Haridra rivers 
meet. Vedic scholars said 
the locations hold reli-
gious significance due to 
river confluences and 
bends. 
 Vedic Pandit Raghunath 
Sharma highlighted Ba-
sara’s rarity: “It’s India’s 
only historic Saraswati 
temple after Kashmir’s 
Sharada Petha — a learn-
ing centre where lakhs of 
children do Aksharabhya-
sam yearly, with the Go-
davari waters carrying 
knowledge and speech 
energy.” Senior Vedic 
pandit from Nirmal, Gu-
navanth Shastri, added 
that the “scriptures view 

rivers as living goddesses. 
Sacred river bends are 
special sthalas. Soan’s U-
turn is known as `Vrudha 
Ganga’ and has immense 
significance in Shraddha 
and Pinda daan for ances-
tors.Kaleshwaram’s Dak-
shina Triveni Sangamam 
washes sins instantly. It is 
unique for two Shiva Lin-
gas (Shiva and Yama) on 
one pedestal, and a rare 
Brahma temple is also 
nearby. Developing ghats 
here aligns infrastructure 
with ancient beliefs.” Of-
ficials said eco-tourism 
sites such as Bogatha 
Falls and Kinnerasani 
Wildlife Sanctuary will be 
integrated with regulated 
activities, including boat-
ing and trekking. Basic 

amenities such as shaded 
rest areas, toilets, water 
facilities, and parking will 
be developed to manage 
crowds and limit un-
planned construction. 
 Master plans for Basara, 
Kaleshwaram, Dharma-
puri, and Bhadrachalam 
include infrastructure up-
grades and aesthetic rede-
velopment. A `351-crore 
project is already under-
way at Bhadrachalam, 
with the state seeking ad-
ditional central funds. The 
government expects the 
2027 Godavari Pushka-
ralu to attract large pil-
grim footfall while 
positioning the corridor as 
a combined religious and 
eco-tourism destination, 
officials said. 

AI Threatens Jobs, Focus on 
Skills Now: CM Revanth

SC Verdict Upheld TGPSC Transparency: Revanth 
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EC Declares Paid 
Holiday on Polling 
Days for Upcoming 
Elections 
The Election Commission 
of India (ECI) on Friday 
announced that all em-
ployees, including daily 
wage and casual workers, 
will be entitled to a paid 
holiday on polling days for 
the upcoming General 
Elections and bye-elec-
tions this month. In a 
press note, the ECI said, 
"As per Section 135B of 
the Representation of the 
People Act, 1951, every 
person employed in any 
business, trade, industrial 
undertaking, or any other 
establishment, and en-
titled to vote at an election 

CONTINUE ON | PAGE 4 FULL REPORT ON | PAGE 4

CONTINUE ON | PAGE 4

Fragments of downed U.S. jets in this picture said to be 
taken in central Iran and released on April 3, 2026.

Young India Integrated Schools to Be Established in 100 Constituencies with ₹20,000 Crore Investment, Says Chief Minister A. Revanth Reddy

CONTINUE ON | PAGE 4

Prime Minister Narendra Modi waves to supporters 
during a roadshow ahead of the Puducherry As-
sembly elections, Friday, April 3, 2026. Union Terri-
tory's CM N. Rangaswamy also seen. 



TELANGANA                               2
Wake Up T  elangana | HYDERABAD | SATURDAY | APRIL 4, 2026

Telangana to Have First  
Integrated Godavari Temple Circuit 

Allapur Gram Sabha Draws Crowd Under 99-Day Action Plan

HYDERABAD 
Wakeup telangana 
 
Chief Minister A Revanth 
Reddy will release a 
master plan for a 550-km 
Godavari temple circuit at 
Basara on April 6 to de-
velop a river-linked pil-
grimage and eco-tourism 
corridor ahead of the 2027 
Godavari Pushkaralu. Ac-
cording to officials, the 
proposed Basara-Bhadra-
chalam circuit will con-
nect major shrines, 
including Gnana Saras-
wati Temple and Sri Sita 
Ramachandra Swamy 
Temple, along with Ka-
leshwaram, Dharmapuri, 
Kotilingala, Soan, 
Gudem, and Sri Rama 
Giri. The officials said 
these sites, earlier func-
tioning in isolation, will 
be integrated into a con-
tinuous pilgrimage route 

for devotees from Telan-
gana, Maharashtra, and 
Andhra Pradesh. 
 The river bends at Soan, 
and Kaleshwaram will be 
developed as key nodes 
with eco-sensitive walk-
ways and viewing points. 
The officials said the cir-
cuit is planned to begin at 
Kandakurthi near Basara, 
known as “Skanda Kudi” 
and “Triveni Sangamam,” 
where the Godavari, Man-

jeera, and Haridra rivers 
meet. Vedic scholars said 
the locations hold reli-
gious significance due to 
river confluences and 
bends. 
 Vedic Pandit Raghunath 
Sharma highlighted Ba-
sara’s rarity: “It’s India’s 
only historic Saraswati 
temple after Kashmir’s 
Sharada Petha — a learn-
ing centre where lakhs of 
children do Aksharabhya-

sam yearly, with the Go-
davari waters carrying 
knowledge and speech 
energy.” Senior Vedic 
pandit from Nirmal, Gu-
navanth Shastri, added 
that the “scriptures view 
rivers as living goddesses. 
Sacred river bends are 
special sthalas. Soan’s U-
turn is known as `Vrudha 
Ganga’ and has immense 
significance in Shraddha 
and Pinda daan for ances-
tors.Kaleshwaram’s Dak-
shina Triveni Sangamam 
washes sins instantly. It is 
unique for two Shiva Lin-
gas (Shiva and Yama) on 
one pedestal, and a rare 
Brahma temple is also 
nearby. Developing ghats 
here aligns infrastructure 
with ancient beliefs.” Of-
ficials said eco-tourism 
sites such as Bogatha 
Falls and Kinnerasani 
Wildlife Sanctuary will be 

integrated with regulated 
activities, including boat-
ing and trekking. Basic 
amenities such as shaded 
rest areas, toilets, water 
facilities, and parking will 
be developed to manage 
crowds and limit un-
planned construction. 
 Master plans for Basara, 
Kaleshwaram, Dharma-
puri, and Bhadrachalam 
include infrastructure up-
grades and aesthetic rede-
velopment. A `351-crore 
project is already under-
way at Bhadrachalam, 
with the state seeking ad-
ditional central funds. The 
government expects the 
2027 Godavari Pushka-
ralu to attract large pil-
grim footfall while 
positioning the corridor as 
a combined religious and 
eco-tourism destination, 
officials said. 
 

Medchal–Malkajgiri Leaders Greet Kavadi Madhava Reddy
HYDERABAD 
Wakeup telangana 
 
 Warm birthday wishes 
poured in for senior Con-
gress leader Kavadi Mad-
hava Reddy from across 
the district, reflecting his 
strong connect with party 
members and the public 
alike.Among those who 
conveyed their greetings 
was Thallka Ramulu, Di-
vision Vigilance Commit-
tee Member, along with 
several local leaders, 
party workers, and well-
wishers.  
 Many visited in person to 
extend their wishes, while 

others reached out over 
the phone to mark the oc-
casion. 
 The celebrations high-
lighted the respect and 
goodwill Madhava Reddy 

enjoys within political and 
social circles in the re-
gion. Supporters gathered 
to express their apprecia-
tion for his leadership and 
continued service to the 

community. 
 Responding to the over-
whelming wishes, Kavadi 
Madhava Reddy ex-
pressed his heartfelt grat-
itude to everyone who 
took the time to greet him. 
He thanked all those who 
conveyed their wishes 
personally as well as 
those who reached out 
over phone calls, ac-
knowledging their support 
and blessings.The occa-
sion turned into a moment 
of camaraderie and con-
nection, underscoring the 
leader’s enduring rapport 
with people from all 
walks of life.

HYDERABAD 
Wakeup telangana 
 
Allapur village in Rai-
kode mandal witnessed a 
significant turnout during 
the Gram Sabha held on 
April 2, 2026, at the pan-
chayat office premises. 
The meeting was con-
ducted as part of the state-
wide 99-Day Action Plan. 
 The Gram Sabha was 
presided over by the Sar-
panch, in the presence of 
the Deputy Sarpanch, 
ward members, and the 
Panchayat Secretary.To 
ensure maximum public 
participation, village au-
thorities undertook exten-
sive awareness campaigns 

ahead of the event, in-
cluding wall posters and 
traditional drum (tom-
tom) announcements. 
These efforts resulted in 
enthusiastic participation 
from youth, members of 
Mahila Samakhya groups, 
elders, and other res-
idents.Addressing the 
gathering, the Sarpanch 
stated that the initiative 
follows the roadmap laid 

out by Chief Minister A. 
Revanth Reddy, aimed at 
creating awareness about 
government welfare 
schemes, particularly the 
Six Guarantees.During 
the meeting, villagers ac-
tively raised concerns and 
submitted petitions seek-
ing: 
 Sanction of old-age pen-
sionsAllotment of Indi-
ramma 

housingImprovements in 
drinking water supplySea-
sonal challenges, espe-
cially summer water 
scarcity and the need for 
pipeline extensions, were 
also discussed in 
detail.Prominent attendees 
included Zilla Grandha-
laya Chairman Anjaiah, 
Mandal Congress Party 
President, senior mandal 
leaders, and Raikode 
former Sarpanch Kedar-
nath Patil.The meeting 
concluded with the Sar-
panch expressing grat-
itude to all participants 
and urging continued 
community involvement 
for the overall devel-
opment of the village.

HYDERABAD 
Wakeup telangana 
 
Bidekanne village in Jhara-
sangam mandal, Sanga-
reddy district, Telangana, 
held a well-attended Gram 
Sabha on April 2, 2026, at 
the panchayat office, as part 
of the state-wide 99-Day Ac-
tion Plan. 
 The meeting was presided 
over by Sarpanch C. Rav-
inder, with Deputy Sar-
panch, ward members, and 
the panchayat secretary 
present. Awareness efforts, 
including wall posters and 
traditional drum announce-
ments, ensured active par-
ticipation from youth, Mahila 
Samakhya members, eld-
ers, and other 

residents.Sarpanch Rav-
inder highlighted that the ini-
tiative aligns with Chief 
Minister A. Revanth Reddy’s 
roadmap to promote gov-
ernment welfare schemes, 
particularly the Six Guaran-
tees. 
  Villagers submitted peti-
tions and raised concerns 
about old-age pension 
sanctions, Indiramma hous-
ing allotments, and drinking 
water improvements, includ-

ing additional motors and 
pipeline extensions. 
  Seasonal issues, espe-
cially summer water scar-
city, were also 
discussed.The Gram Sabha 
concluded with the Sar-
panch expressing gratitude 
and encouraging continued 
community engagement for 
the overall development of 
Bidekanne village. imple-
mentation of welfare pro-
grams..

Bidekanne Gram Sabha Draws 
Crowd Under 99-Day Action Plan

MAHBUBNAGAR 
Wakeup telangana 
 
Hanuman Jayanti was 
celebrated with great reli-
gious fervor and devotion 
at the TD Gutta and Band-
lagere Hanuman temples 
in Mahbubnagar town. On 
this auspicious occasion, 
grand 'Annaprasadam' 
(community kitchen) pro-
grams were organized for 
the devotees.  
 The Honorable Govern-
ment Whip and Mahbub-
nagar MLA, Shri Yennam 
Srinivas Reddy, attended 
the event as the Chief 
Guest. He performed spe-
cial prayers and sought 
blessings for the peace 
and prosperity of the 
people. Following the rit-

uals, the MLA formally 
inaugurated the food dis-
tribution program and sat 
along with the devotees to 
partake in the meal, dem-
onstrating a spirit of equal-
ity. Speaking on the 
occasion, MLA Yennam 
Srinivas Reddy stated that 
Lord Hanuman is the epi-
tome of devotion, strength, 
and courage. He wished 
that the blessings of the 
deity would bring happi-
ness to every household. 

He further emphasized 
that such spiritual gath-
erings play a vital role in 
fostering social unity and 
harmony. The event saw 
the participation of several 
prominent leaders, includ-
ing MUDA Chairman Lax-
man Yadav, District Library 
Corporation Chairman 
Mallu Narasimha Reddy, 
Senior Congress leader 
NP Venkatesh, and DCC 
General Secretary Siraj 
Quadri.

  Grand Hanuman Jayanti Celebrations Held in Mahbubnagar 

HYDERABAD 
Wakeup telangana 
 
In a move aimed at 
strengthening the Con-
gress party in Medchal–
Malkajgiri district, 
Uddandapuram Satyana-
rayana has been appointed 
as the District Congress 
Party Secretary. The ap-
pointment has been wel-
comed with happiness and 
enthusiasm among party 
cadres. 
 Speaking on the occa-
sion, Satyanarayana ex-
pressed his heartfelt 
gratitude to the state and 
district leadership, as well 

as local leaders, for en-
trusting him with this im-
portant responsibility.  
 He said he considers it a 
great honor to be given 
such a key role based on 
the trust placed in him.He 
also extended special 
thanks to print and elec-
tronic media personnel 
who consistently high-
light public issues and 

contribute towards their 
resolution. He acknowl-
edged the crucial role of 
media in creating aware-
ness about people's prob-
lems. 
 Accepting the respon-
sibility with commitment, 
Satyanarayana stated that 
his primary goal is to 
further strengthen the 
party across the district. 
He emphasized that he 
will work from the grass-
roots level to the urban 
areas, ensuring that party 
activities reach the people 
and addressing the con-
cerns of all sections of so-
ciety. 

Uddandapuram Satyanarayana Appointed as  
District Congress Secretary in Medchal–Malkajgiri

Cong. BRS Brace for Show-
down in Municipal Elections 
HYDERABAD 
Wakeup telangana 
 
The stage is set for elec-
tions to the posts of chair-
man and vice-chairman in 
Kyathanpalli and Khana-
pur municipalities on Sat-
urday, with officials 
making elaborate ar-
rangements and deploy-
ing police to prevent 
untoward incidents. A 
tense political atmosphere 
prevails as doubts are 
raised over the quorum of 
ward councillors required 
to conduct the polls, fail-
ing which the elections, 
where the Congress and 
the BRS are locked in a 
fierce contest, may be 
postponed. 
 Additional collector 
(Local Bodies) P. Chan-
draiah said the elections 
in Kyathanpalli would be 
held as per guidelines and 
inspected the municipal 
office to ensure precau-
tionary measures. Police 
will be deployed to main-

tain peace. Kyathanpalli 
has 22 wards, with BRS 
winning 10, Congress 
seven, CPI four and one 
independent. With CPI 
support, BRS has reached 
the magic figure. Minister 
Gaddam Vivek and Ped-
dapalli MP Gaddam 
Vamsi have ex-officio 
votes, which they reg-
istered at Kyathanpalli. 
 In Khanapur, BJP leaders 
recently offered to share 
posts with the BRS to 
keep the Congress out. Of 
the 12 wards, Congress 
won three, BRS and BJP 
four each, and one inde-
pendent. The independent 
candidate later joined 

Congress in the presence 
of MLA Vedma Bojju, 
who also holds an ex-of-
ficio vote. Meanwhile, 
BRS town president 
Gounkar Raju lodged a 
complaint alleging that 
councillor Mesa Posani 
and her son were kid-
napped ahead of the 
polls. Congress MLA 
Bojju refuted the charge, 
saying his party had no 
need to resort to such acts 
and was confident of win-
ning. Additional collector 
Venkateshwarlu is over-
seeing arrangements in 
Khanapur, assuring trans-
parent conduct of the 
elections. 

Permanent Solution for Veerannapet Dumping Yard Soon
HYDERABAD 
Wakeup telangana 
 
Deputy Mayor of 
Mahbubnagar Municipal 
Corporation (MMC), 
Marpally Surender Reddy 
(MSR), has assured res-
idents that a permanent 
solution to the long-stand-
ing dumping yard issue in 
Veerannapet (13th Di-
vision) will be imple-
mented soon and  Syed 
Mohsin 13 devision cor-
porater and  senior Con-
gress leader Syed taqi 
MAHBUBNAGAR were 
present.  
 On Friday, the Deputy 

Mayor conducted a field 
inspection of the dumping 
yard to assess the situ-
ation firsthand. Speaking 
to the media, MSR noted 
that the residents of Veer-
annapet have been suffer-
ing for a long time due to 
the foul smell and health 
hazards posed by the ac-

cumulated waste. 
  “We have taken note of 

the public's grievances. 
After inspecting the site 
and consulting with the 
concerned municipal offi-
cials, we are committed to 
resolving this issue per-
manently at the earliest to 
ensure a clean and healthy 
environment for the local 
community,” the Deputy 
Mayor stated. 
 

Telangana 
teachers demand 
PRC report and 
DAs release 
The Telangana Prantha 
Upadhyaya Sangam 
(TPUS) on Friday de-
manded that the State 
government immediately 
release the new Pay Re-
vision Commission (PRC) 
report and pending DAs. 
 During a meeting held 
here, TPUS president 
Vodnala Rajasekhar, gen-
eral secretary Telkalapalli 
Pentayya and organising 
secretary Kanuganti Ha-
numantha Rao expressed 
concern that the PRC, 
which was supposed to be 
implemented from July 1, 
2023, was yet to be re-
leased. 
 The teachers pointed out 
that although the Central 
government regularly in-
creases Dearness Allow-
ance (DA), five DA 
instalments remain pend-
ing in the State. 
 The TPUS representa-
tives said Rs.8,000 crore 
worth of pending bills re-
lated to employees were 
currently pending with the 
government. In addition, 
Rs.2,000 crore in dues re-
lated to CPS employees 
were unpaid. 
 Due to these pending 
amounts, teachers were 
being forced to take loans 
for their personal needs, 
children’s education and 
urgent medical expenses, 
they said. Stating that re-
tired teachers were being 
forced to wait for years to 
receive the benefits 
earned through a lifetime 
of service and were ap-
proaching the courts, the 
TPUS demanded.

Telangana advances 
SA-II exams for 
Classes I to IX 
The School Education de-
partment on Thursday ad-
vanced the Summative 
Assessment (SA)-II examina-
tions, which will now com-
mence on April 8. Earlier, the 
exams for Classes I to IX 
were scheduled to be held 
from April 10. The depart-
ment rescheduled the SA-II 
exams in view of the Telan-
gana Open School Society’s 
SSC and Intermediate Public 
Examinations. 
 The SA-II exams, as per the 
revised schedule, will con-
clude on April 18. All Re-
gional Directors of School 
Education and District Edu-
cational Officers have been 
asked to issue necessary in-
structions to schools regard-
ing the rescheduling of the 
SA-II examination timetable. 
 

The government expects the 2027 Godavari Pushkaralu to attract large pilgrim footfall while positioning the corridor as a combined religious and eco-tourism destination 
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Kappati Panduranga Reddy Welcomes Vijayakiran Reddy as 
Farmers’ Champion, Confident He Will Empower Farmers

Tributes Paid to Telangana 
Martyr Doddi Komaraiah 
in Mahbubnagar

MAHBUBNAGAR 
Wakeup telangana 
 
On the birth anniversary 
of Doddi Komaraiah, 
celebrated as the first 
martyr of the Telangana 
Armed Struggle, senior 
leaders and citizens gath-
ered at Padmavathi Col-
ony to honor his legacy. 
The commemorative 
event highlighted his role 
as a revolutionary leader 
whose courage ignited 
the fight for justice in Te-
langana. 
 Former Finance Minister 
T. Harish Rao, former 
Excise and Tourism Min-
ister V. Srinivas Goud, 
former Health Minister 
Dr. C. Laxma Reddy, and 
former Shadnagar MLA 
Anjaiah Yadav visited the 
statue of Doddi Koma-
raiah at Padmavathi Col-
ony. They offered floral 
tributes, remembering his 
sacrifice and commit-
ment to the cause of the 
oppressed. Speaking to 
the media, they empha-
sized that Doddi Koma-
raiah’s bravery laid the 
foundation for the rights 
of farmers and the poor, 
describing him as a key 

figure whose actions 
sparked the larger strug-
gle for Telangana’s free-
dom. 
 The leaders underlined 
that Telangana’s history 
is incomplete without ac-
knowledging Doddi Ko-
maraiah. His armed 
rebellion against the feu-
dal system inspired later 
movements, eventually 
contributing to the forma-
tion of a separate Telan-
gana state. “His courage 
continues to inspire so-
cial justice and equitable 
development across the 
region,” they said. 
 The event attracted a 
large gathering of local 
BRS leaders, activists, 
and citizens, all of whom 
joined in paying homage. 

The community remem-
bered Komaraiah not 
only as a revolutionary 
but as a guiding symbol 
of resilience and deter-
mination for future gen-
erations. 
 The commemoration at 
Padmavathi Colony 
served as a reminder of 
the enduring spirit of the 
Telangana Armed Strug-
gle. Leaders and partici-
pants reiterated the 
importance of preserving 
the memory of those who 
fought for the rights and 
dignity of the people, en-
suring that Doddi Koma-
raiah’s legacy continues 
to inspire civic engage-
ment and social respon-
sibility in Mahbubnagar 
and beyond. 

Mancherial MLA warns of defections,  
urges priority for loyal Congress leaders 
ADILABAD 
Wakeup telangana 
 
Congress MLA from 
Mancherial, K Premsagar 
Rao, cautioned the party 
leadership against encour-
aging defections. He said 
such a trend could weaken 
the party’s future in the 
State. 
 His remarks came soon 
after former Minister T 
Jeevan Reddy quit the 
Congress. Reddy had 
cited several reasons, in-
cluding the growing pref-
erence for turncoat 
leaders, for his resigna-

tion. 
 Speaking at a party pro-
gramme in Mancherial on 
Friday, Rao urged the 
leadership to recognise 
the contribution of loyal 
leaders. He said they 
should be given priority in 
nominated posts and orga-
nisational positions. 
 Rao alleged that leaders 
who joined the Congress 
before or after the elec-
tions were sidelining 
long-time party workers at 
official events. He said 
many of these turncoats 
were not driven by ideo-
logy but had joined the 

party only for power. 
 He warned that such 
leaders would not remain 
with the party once  politi-
cal equations changed. “If 
defections are encouraged 
and turncoats’ domination 
continues, the party will 
struggle to survive,” Rao 
said.Rao made these re-
marks in the presence of 
TPCC president B Ma-
hesh Kumar Goud, AICC 
Secretary for Telangana 
Sachin Sawant, and La-
bour Minister G Vivek 
Venkat Swamy, among 
others. 
 

Early Bird  
Property Tax 
Scheme in 
CURE Area 
 The Early Bird scheme 
for 2026‑27 has com-
menced in the Core 
Urban Region Economy 
(CURE) area, offering a 
five per cent discount on 
property tax if dues for 
the current financial year 
are paid in full by April 
30. The scheme is appli-
cable across Greater Hy-
derabad Municipal 
Corporation (GHMC), Cy-
berabad Municipal Cor-
poration (CMC) and 
Malkajgiri Municipal Cor-
poration (MMC), but not 
on arrears. 
 In 2025‑26, the three 
corporations together col-
lected ₹2,558.80 crore in 
property tax, with CMC 
generating the highest 
revenue at ₹1,000.36 
crore, followed by GHMC 
(₹995.82 crore) and 
MMC (₹562 crore). On 
March 31 alone, ₹162.94 
crore was collected, while 
the month’s total stood at 
₹453.98 crore. Ad-
ditionally, under the one-
time settlement scheme, 
₹548 crore was collected 
that day, including ₹233 
crore from GHMC, ₹189 
crore from CMC and 
₹126 crore from MMC. 
 

IFHE Launches Trithi–26: Culture, Creativity, Leadership
HYDERABAD 
Wakeup telangana 
 
The prestigious three-day un-
dergraduate cultural festival 
‘Trithi–26’, organized by the 
ICFAI Foundation for Higher 
Education (IFHE), commenced 
on April 2, 2026, at the univer-
sity campus. The festival, run-
ning until April 4, will 
showcase students’ creativity 
and talent across diverse dis-
ciplines. 
 The inauguration began at 
10:30 AM with a traditional 
lamp lighting ceremony, fol-
lowed by a classical welcome 
dance, reflecting cultural gran-
deur. All IFHE directors at-
tended, extending their 
support to the students. 
 Dr. A. Arun Kumar, Convener 

of Trithi–2026 and Assistant 
Dean (Student Activities) of 
ICFAI Law School, highlighted 
the importance of holistic edu-
cation. He emphasized that 
cultural platforms like Trithi 
foster leadership, teamwork, 
and creativity among students. 
 Prof. (Dr.) Tamma Koti Reddy, 
IFHE Vice-Chancellor, encour-
aged students to actively par-

ticipate in cultural programs 
alongside academics for over-
all development. IFHE Reg-
istrar Prof. S. Vijayalakshmi 
appreciated the organizing 
team and noted such events 
strengthen campus unity and 
vibrant culture. 
 Prof. Dr. Ravi Shekhar Raju, 
Director of ICFAI Law School, 
emphasized nurturing socially 

responsible, ethical profes-
sionals and said cultural fests 
help develop leadership, crea-
tivity, and emotional intelli-
gence. 
 Chief guest Shobha Rani Ya-
saswi, IFHE Society Chairper-
son, spoke on the role of 
cultural activities in building 
confidence among youth.  
Amala Akkineni, Director of 
Annapurna College of Film & 
Media, inspired students to 
pursue their interests with ded-
ication and social responsibil-
ity. The event concluded with 
felicitation of guests and the 
national anthem. Over three 
days, Trithi–26 promises excit-
ing performances, competi-
tions, and student 
engagement. 
 

IEEE Hyderabad Hosts Lecture on Research Success
HYDERABAD 
Wakeup telangana 
 
The IEEE Society on Social Impli-
cations of Technology (SSIT), Hy-
derabad Section Chapter, in 
collaboration with the IEEE SSIT 
CBIT Student Branch Chapter, will 
host a Distinguished Lecturer Pro-
gram on April 17, 2026, featuring 
Dr. Fahmida Chowdhury, Program 
Director at the U.S. National 
Science Foundation (NSF), USA. 
 Dr. Chowdhury will deliver a key-
note lecture titled “Success in Re-
search: Funding, Publishing, and 
Beyond”, focusing on building a 
successful research career, securing 
research funding, publishing in re-
puted journals, and navigating the 
global research ecosystem. 

 The online session, scheduled from 
8:00 PM to 9:30 PM (IST), is ex-
pected to benefit students, faculty, 
and research scholars by offering 
practical guidance and insights into 
global research practices. 
Interested participants can register 
at 
https://forms.gle/AmvVmsG5nUWt

mGB79 
, and attend via Webex link 
 Dr. Sagar Gujjunoori, Chairman of 
IEEE SSIT Hyderabad Section 
Chapter, extended an open invita-
tion to academicians, researchers, 
and students to join the session. 
 Best wishes for the program were 
conveyed by Prof. C. V. Narasim-
hulu, Principal, CBIT; Prof. M. 
Venu GopalaChary, Head of IT De-
partment; and Dr. G. N. R. Prasad, 
PRO, CBIT, highlighting the insti-
tute’s support for advancing re-
search excellence. This session 
underscores IEEE Hyderabad’s 
commitment to fostering research 
skills, networking, and global col-
laboration among aspiring scholars 
and professionals.

Foreign students in Telangana under scanner for attendance, conduct and performance 
HYDERABAD 
Wakeup telangana 
 
Starting this year, atten-
dance, conduct, academic 
performance among other 
details of foreign na-
tionals and Overseas Cit-
izens of India (OCI) 
cardholders studying in 
the educational institu-
tions in the State will be 
recorded and monitored 
regularly. 
 The move comes as the 
Central government in-
structed the State govern-
ment to implement the 
‘Immigration and For-
eigners Act, 2025’. The 
Immigration and For-

eigners Rules 2025 stipu-
late that every educational 
institution from school to 
the university admitting 
foreign nationals or OCI 
cardholders must furnish 
online the information 

pertaining to such stu-
dents enrolled in their in-
stitutions via the Form-II 
to the Foreigners Regional 
Registration Office 
(FRRO). This information 
submission has been made 

mandatory to comply with 
Indian immigration laws 
and also to ensure na-
tional security. 
 Details, including pass-
port and Visa/OCI No. 
surname, given name, 
date of birth, nationality, 
course name, pattern and 
duration, fee structure, 
and sponsoring agency, if 
applicable, — have to be 
mandatorily submitted 
within 24 hours from the 
time of admission. In ad-
dition, Form-III must be 
submitted for students 
who are provided with 
hostel accommodation. 
Depending on the course 
pattern, academic per-

formance – attendance, 
examinations conducted, 
results, general conduct of 
the student, and whether 
or not the student is eligi-
ble to continue the course 
– must be also provided to 
the registration office 
every semester. 
 Further, the student exit 
information and reason to 
exit the institution (course 
completed, discontinued 
by student or terminated) 
must be furnished to the 
registration office within 
24 hours from the time of 
course completion or date 
of exit from the institution 
or course. 
 

Telangana Jagruthi Appoints  
Vijayakiran Reddy as Farmers 

Revenue on liquor sales increases 
by 266 crores in erstwhile Medak 
HYDERABAD 
Wakeup telangana 
 
The liquor sales, including 
beer and Indian Made For-
eign Liquor, have consid-
erably increased in the 
erstwhile Medak district 
during the last financial 
year compared to the pre-
vious year. The revenue 
from liquor sales increased 
from Rs 3,300 crore to Rs 
3,566 crore, recording an 
increase of Rs 266 crore in 
the 2025-26 financial year 
compared to the previous 
year. 
 Interestingly, the beer 
sales have come down 
while the liquor sales 
recorded a considerable in-
crease. During the just con-
cluded fiscal, as many as 
35,26,402 liquor cases 

have been sold out and 
42,93,910 beer cases have 
been sold out. While the 
liquor sales have recorded 
4.84 percent growth com-
pared to the previous year, 
the beer sales have de-
clined by 12.88 percent, 
while the revenue on total 
sales has increased by 
8.06 percent.While Medak 
and Sangareddy recorded 
9.94 percent and 9 percent 
increase respectively in the 
revenue, the Siddipet dis-
trict recorded a 5.75 per-
cent increase. The beer 
sales declined from 
49,28,517 cases in the 
2024-25 financial year to 
42,93,910 cases in the 
2025-26 fiscal, while liquor 
sales increased from 
33,63,653 cases to 
35,26,402 cases.

HYDERABAD 
Wakeup telangana 
 
Manchireddy Vijayaki-
ran Reddy has been ap-
pointed as the President 
of the Telangana Jagru-
thi Rangareddy District 
Farmers’ Section, with 
District President Kap-
pati Panduranga Reddy 
announcing the decision 
and expressing con-
fidence in his leader-
ship. The appointment 
comes with the bless-
ings of Telangana Jag-
ruthi founder president 
Kalvakuntla Kavitha, re-
inforcing the organiza-
tion’s focus on 
strengthening farmer 
representation in the 
district. 
 Highlighting the signifi-
cance of the role, Pan-
duranga Reddy stated 
that Telangana Jagruthi 
has consistently stood 
at the forefront of ad-
dressing farmers’ is-
sues—from the 
Telangana movement to 

the present—and reiter-
ated that the farmers’ 
wing would continue to 
act as a strong voice for 
agrarian communities. 
He emphasized that 
under Kavitha’s guid-
ance, the organization 
remains committed to 
improving farmers’ liveli-
hoods and driving social 
change. 
 He further advised the 
newly appointed pres-
ident, Manchireddy Vi-
jayakiran Reddy, to 
actively bring district-
level farmers’ concerns 
to the attention of the 

government and au-
thorities, ensure timely 
solutions, and mobilize 
farmer communities. 
Panduranga Reddy also 
urged him to unite 
farmer well-wishers and, 
if necessary, take a firm 
stand in advocating for 
their rights. 
 Vijayakiran Reddy, a 
senior Telangana Jagru-
thi leader and a farmer 
with sound knowledge 
of the dairy sector, ex-
pressed gratitude for the 
responsibility. He as-
sured that he would 
work tirelessly to 
strengthen the organiza-
tion and stand firmly 
with farmers, pledging 
not to betray the trust 
reposed in him by the 
leadership. The appoint-
ment is expected to 
further energize the 
farmers’ wing in Ranga-
reddy district, with re-
newed focus on 
grassroots issues and 
farmer welfare initia-
tives. 

Kavitha raises alarm over fee hikes, seeks 
immediate government intervention

HYDERABAD 
Wakeup telangana 
 
Telangana Jagruti Pres-
ident Kalvakuntla Kavi-
tha expressed serious 
concern over the sharp 
rise in private school 
fees, stating that the edu-
cation system is increas-
ingly becoming 
unaffordable for common 
people. Addressing the 
media at the Jagruti of-
fice in Banjara Hills, she 
accused private institu-
tions of exploiting par-
ents with sudden and 
excessive fee hikes.She 
pointed out that many 
schools have increased 
fees by 30–40%, placing 
an unbearable burden on 
middle-class and eco-
nomically weaker fam-
ilies.  
 Parents are being forced 
to pay large sums up-
front, she said, instead of 
being given flexible pay-
ment options.Kavitha de-
manded that the 

government immediately 
step in and introduce a 
Fee Regulation Act to 
control arbitrary hikes. 
She called for a special 
Assembly session to dis-
cuss and pass the legisla-
tion, emphasizing that 
annual fee increases 
should not exceed 8% 
under any circumstances. 
 Highlighting irregular-
ities in corporate schools 
like Narayana and Chai-
tanya, she raised con-
cerns over food safety 

standards, lack of proper 
monitoring, and poor 
treatment of teachers, in-
cluding denial of PF and 
low salaries. She urged 
authorities to conduct 
surprise inspections and 
strict audits in such insti-
tutions. 
 She also criticized the 
trend of private schools 
neglecting local employ-
ment, stating that Telan-
gana youth must be given 
priority in jobs. Institu-
tions that fail to provide 

opportunities to locals, 
she said, should not be 
encouraged by the gov-
ernment.Kavitha further 
flagged the issue of pend-
ing fee reimbursements 
and scholarships, which 
are causing severe dis-
tress to students. She de-
manded that the 
government immediately 
release dues and ensure 
that no student is denied 
certificates due to finan-
cial issues. 
 Taking a strong stand, 
she warned that if the 
government continues to 
remain inactive, Telan-
gana Jagruti will inten-
sify protests across the 
state, standing in support 
of parents and stu-
dents.“Education should 
not become a financial 
burden. It is the respon-
sibility of the govern-
ment to ensure fairness 
and protect the interests 
of students and their fam-
ilies,” Kavitha asserted.

Senior Telangana leaders and citizens gather at Padmavathi Colony to 
honor Doddi Komaraiah, inspiring legacy of bravery and social justice.

Manchireddy Vijayakiran Reddy
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Ship Carrying Iranian Oil Shifts Course 
Midway From India to China 

NEW DELHI 
Wakeup telangana 
 
A US-sanctioned tanker 
carrying Iranian crude oil 
has rerouted mid-voyage 
from its previously indi-
cated destination of India - 
where it would have 
marked the first such ship-
ment in nearly seven 
years - to China. The Afra-
max tanker Ping Shun, 
built in 2002 and sanc-
tioned by the US in 2025, 
is now signalling Dongying 
in China as its destination 
instead of Vadinar in Guja-
rat, which it had indicated 
earlier this week, accord-
ing to ship-tracking firm 
Kpler. 
 There is no confirmation 
that the destination that 
the ship's Automatic Iden-
tification System (AIS) 
transponder - a tracking 
system mandated on most 
commercial vessels - is in-
dicating is the final and it 
may not change at any 
time during the transit. “An 
Iranian crude vessel 'Ping 

Shun' that had been en 
route to Vadinar, India, 
over the past three days 
has dropped India as its 
declared destination near 
arrival and is now signal-
ling China,” said Sumit Ri-
tolia, Lead Research 
Analyst, Refining and 
Modelling at commodity 
market analytic firm Kpler. 
 Oil on Ping Shun would 
have been the first Iranian 
crude that India would 
have purchased since 
2019. Indian refiners have 
been looking at opportuni-
ties to purchase a few car-
goes of Iranian oil on 
water following the recent 
sanctions waiver by 
Washington. According to 
Ritolia, the shift in destina-
tion of Ping Shun appears 
to be payment-related, 
with sellers tightening 
terms, moving away from 
the earlier 30-60 day 
credit window toward up-
front or near-term settle-
ment. 
 It was not clear who was 
the actual seller and buyer 
of the crude. Vadinar is 

home for 20 million tonnes 
a year oil refinery of Rus-
sian oil giant Rosneft-
backed Nayara Energy. 
“While such mid-voyage 
destination changes are 
not unprecedented with 
Iranian crudes, they high-
light the increasing sensi-
tivity of trade flows to 
financial terms and coun-
terparty risk,” he said. “If 
the payment issues are 
resolved, the cargo could 
still make its way to an In-
dian refinery. However, 
the episode underscores 
how commercial terms are 
becoming as critical as lo-
gistics in determining Ira-

nian crude flows to other 
countries apart from 
China.” 
 India's oil ministry has so 
far maintained that 
techno-commercial fea-
sibility will drive the deci-
sion on resuming buying 
Iranian crude. Historically, 
India was a major buyer of 
Iranian crude, importing 
significant volumes of Ira-
nian light and heavy 
grades due to strong refin-
ery compatibility and fa-
vourable commercial 
terms. Following sanctions 
tightening in 2018, imports 
ceased from May 2019, 
with volumes replaced by 

Middle Eastern, US and 
other grades. At peak, Ira-
nian crude accounted for 
11.5 per cent of India's 
total imports. India used to 
buy 518,000 barrels per 
day of Iranian oil in 2018, 
which slowed to 268,000 
bpd between January and 
May 2019 when the US 
granted waivers to a few 
buyers. There have been 
no imports since. The key 
grades that Indian refiners 
used to purchase are Iran 
light and Iran heavy 
crudes. The US last 
month waived sanctions 
on the purchase of Iranian 
oil at sea for 30 days in its 
latest attempt to ease oil 
prices that have been 
driven up by the US-Israeli 
war on Iran. That window 
expires April 19. An esti-
mated 95 million barrels of 
Iranian oil is on vessels on 
sea, of which around 51 
million barrels could be 
sold to India while the re-
maining are better suited 
for buyers in China and 
Southeast Asia. Ping 
Shun is estimated to be 

carrying about 600,000 
barrels of oil that was 
loaded from Kharg Island 
around March 4. Its de-
clared ETA to Vadinar was 
April 4, according to Kpler. 
While the US waiver al-
lowed countries to pur-
chase those barrels, it is 
unclear how payments will 
be made. Iran remains cut 
off from SWIFT (Society 
for Worldwide Interbank 
Financial Telecommunica-
tion) -- a global messaging 
network used by banks 
and financial institutions to 
securely send and receive 
information about financial 
transactions. Last pur-
chases from Iran were 
done in Euro using a Turk-
ish bank as a go-between 
but that option no longer 
exists. Iran was cut off 
from the SWIFT system in 
March 2012 following Eu-
ropean Union sanctions 
over its nuclear pro-
gramme, with the move 
forcing the disconnection 
of multiple Iranian banks 
and severely restricting 
global financial.

NEW DELHI 
Wakeup telangana 
 
As many as 12 people, in-
cluding five Indian na-
tionals, were injured on 
Friday due to the falling 
missile debris after a suc-
cessful interception car-
ried out by UAE’s air 
defence systems in Ajban 
area of Abu Dhabi. 
 “As part of the ongoing 
follow-up to the pre-
viously reported incident 
in the Ajban area caused 
by falling debris follow-
ing the successful inter-
ception by air defence 
systems, authorities con-
firm that the incident has 
resulted in minor to mod-
erate injuries sustained by 
six individuals of Nepali 
nationality and five in-
dividuals of Indian nation-
ality, and one major injury 
sustained by an individual 
of Nepali nationality. The 
public is reminded to ob-
tain information only 
from official sources and 
to avoid spreading ru-
mours or unverified infor-
mation,” Abu Dhabi 
Media Office posted on 
X. 
 Earlier in the day, the of-
fice said that authorities 
responded to an incident 
of falling debris in the 
Ajban area after a suc-
cessful interception by air 

defence systems. 
 Meanwhile, UAE’s Mini-
stry of Defence said that 
its air defence on Friday 
engaged 18 ballistic mis-
siles, four cruise missiles 
and 47 Unmanned Aerial 
Vehicles (UAVs) launched 
from Iran. 
 According to the state-
ment, UAE’s air defences 
have engaged 475 ballistic 
missiles, 23 cruise mis-
siles and 2085 UAVs 
since the start of Iranian 
attacks. 
 “The attacks resulted in 
the martyrdom of two 
members of the armed 
forces while performing 
their national duty, in ad-
dition to the martyrdom of 
a Moroccan civilian con-
tracted by the Armed 
Forces, as well as nine fa-
talities of Pakistani, Ne-
pali, Bangladeshi, 
Palestinian and Indian na-
tionalities. 
“A total of 203 people 

were also injured, with in-
juries ranging from minor 
to moderate and severe. 
The injured included na-
tionals of the UAE, 
Egypt, Sudan, Ethiopia, 
the Philippines, Pakistan, 
Iran, India, Bangladesh, 
Sri Lanka, Azerbaijan, 
Yemen, Uganda, Eritrea, 
Lebanon, Afghanistan, 
Bahrain, Comoros, Tür-
kiye, Iraq, Nepal, Nigeria, 
Oman, Jordan, Palestine, 
Ghana, Indonesia, 
Sweden and Tunisia,” 
read the statement. 
UAE’s Ministry of De-
fence expressed its readi-
ness to deal with any 
threats and vowed to con-
front anything that aims to 
undermine the security of 
the UAE, in a manner that 
ensures the protection of 
its sovereignty, security 
and stability and safe-
guards its interests and 
national capabilities. 
 

Progress in Afghanistan-Pakistan Peace Talks: China 
NEW DELHI 
Wakeup telangana 
 
Peace talks between Af-
ghanistan's Taliban gov-
ernment and Pakistan are 
advancing, China's gov-
ernment said Friday, two 
days after those countries 
resumed conversations 
following weeks of fight-
ing that have killed hun-
dreds. “The consultation 
process is being steadily 
implemented and ad-
vanced,” said China's For-
eign Ministry 
spokesperson Mao Ning. 
Xi Jinping's government 
is mediating between Is-

lamabad and Kabul, 
whose representatives re-
sumed the talks on Wed-
nesday in the western 
Chinese city of Urumqi. 
 “The three parties have 
also reached consensus 
and arrangements on a 
specific operational mode, 
including media cover-
age,” she added, without 
giving more details. 
“Since the recent escala-
tion of the Pakistan–Af-
ghanistan conflict, China 
has been mediating and 
promoting talks in its own 
way, maintaining close 
communication with both 
sides through multiple 

channels and at various 
levels, and creating con-
ditions and providing 
platforms for dialogue", 
Mao said. 
 She added that both 
countries “attach impor-
tance to and welcome 
China’s mediation efforts, 
and are willing to sit 
down again for talks, 
which is a positive devel-
opment.” Pakistan has 
witnessed a surge in at-
tacks in recent years, 
many claimed by the Pa-
kistani Taliban. Even as 
the talks restarted, the po-
lice reported that a suicide 
bomber rammed an explo-

sives-laden vehicle into a 
police station in the 
Bannu district of north-
western Pakistan late 
Thursday, killing at least 
five people and wounding 
several others. 
 Pakistan often accuses 
Afghanistan of providing 
a safe haven to militants 
who carry out attacks in-
side Pakistan, especially 
the Pakistani Taliban, or 
TTP. The group is sep-
arate from but allied with 
the Afghan Taliban, which 
took over Afghanistan in 
2021 following the 
chaotic withdrawal of 
U.S.-led troops.  

EC Declares Paid  
Holiday on Polling Days  
for Upcoming Elections
NEW DELHI 
Wakeup telangana 
 
The Election Commis-
sion of India (ECI) on 
Friday announced that 
all employees, including 
daily wage and casual 
workers, will be entitled 
to a paid holiday on pol-
ling days for the upcom-
ing General Elections 
and bye-elections this 
month. In a press note, 
the ECI said, "As per 
Section 135B of the 
Representation of the 
People Act, 1951, every 
person employed in any 
business, trade, indus-
trial undertaking, or any 
other establishment, and 
entitled to vote at an 
election to the House of 
the People or to the 
Legislative Assembly of 
a States/UTs or Bye-
election to a PC/AC 
shall be granted a paid 
holiday on the day of 
poll." 
 The announcement 
covers elections to the 
Legislative Assemblies 
of Assam, Kerala, Pu-

ducherry, Tamil Nadu 
and West Bengal and 
Bye-election to eight As-
sembly Constituencies 
across six states, which 
are Goa, Gujarat, Karna-
taka, Maharashtra, Na-
galand and Tripura. 
Polling will be held on 
April 9 for Assam, Ker-
ala, Puducherry, Goa, 
Karnataka, Nagaland, 
and Tripura; April 23 for 
Tamil Nadu, Gujarat, 
and Maharashtra; and 
April 23 (Phase I) and 
April 29 (Phase II) for 
West Bengal. 
 The Commission further 
stated that wages will 
not be deducted on pol-
ling day, and violators 
will be fined."No deduc-
tion of wages shall be 
made on account of such 
a paid holiday. Any em-
ployer who contravenes 
these provisions shall be 
liable to a fine," the 
statement read. The 
Commission further 
clarified, "Electors (in-
cluding casual and daily 
wage workers) who are 
working.

Five Indians among 12 injured in 
Abu Dhabi missile debris incident William Goodhind, a �forensic 

imagery  analyst with Contested 
Ground, said images of the 
plane's tail fin seen in photos 
posted on social media are con-
sistent with that of an F-15E 
Strike Eagle, which carries two 
crew. 
The governor of Kohgiluyeh and 
Boyer-Ahmad province said 
anyone who captured or killed 
the crew "would be specially 
commended," Iran's semi-official 
news agency ISNA reported. 
 The incident follows threats this 
week by Trump to bomb the 
country back to the "Stone Age," 
including to attack Iran's energy 
infrastructure and desalination 
plants, as he presses Tehran to 
end  the war on U.S. terms. 
So far, 13  U.S. military service 
members have been  killed in the 
conflict and more than 300 have 
been wounded, according to the 
U.S. Central Command. No U.S. 
troops have been taken prisoner 
by Iran. 
While Trump has repeatedly 
sought to portray the Iranian mili-
tary as in tatters, Reuters first re-
ported on  U.S. intelligence 
showing that Iran retains large 
amounts of missile and drone ca-
pability. 
As of last week, the U.S. could 
only determine with certainty  that 
it had destroyed about one-
third  of Iran's missile arsenal. The 
status of about another third was 
less clear but bombings likely 
damaged, destroyed or buried 
those missiles in underground 
tunnels and bunkers, Reuters 
sources said. 

The visit comes amid indications 
that Russian President Vladimir 
Putin may attend the BRICS 
Summit to be hosted by India, 
likely in September. Manturov 
called on Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi and held separate talks 
with National Security Advisor 
Ajit Doval and Finance Minister 
Nirmala Sitharaman. He also co-
chaired the India-Russia Inter-
Governmental Commission on 
Trade, Economic, Scientific, 
Technological and Cultural Co-
operation (IRIGC-TEC), New 
Delhi said in a statement on Fri-
day. External Affairs Minister S. 
Jaishankar was also part of the 
engagements. 
 The visit coincided with that of 
Vladimir Yakushev, Secretary of 
the General Council of Russia’s 
ruling United Russia party, who 
met Lok Sabha Speaker Om Birla 
and Rajya Sabha Deputy Chair-
man Harivansh Narayan Singh. 
India and Russia have held three 
high-level engagements over the 
past week, with discussions fo-
cusing on energy, fertiliser and 
food security amid the ongoing 
West Asian conflict. Last week, 
Foreign Secretary Vikram Misri 
held Foreign Office Consulta-
tions with Russian Deputy For-
eign Minister Andrey Rudenko in 
New Delhi, during which the 
West Asian situation was dis-
cussed. 
 Russian First Deputy Prime Min-
ister Denis Manturov, who con-
cluded his two-day visit on 
Friday, also held a bilateral meet-
ing with External Affairs Minister 
S. Jaishankar on Thursday. Ac-

cording to officials, the two sides 
“exchanged views on regional 
and global developments includ-
ing the conflict in West Asia”. 

The contrasting documents, pre-
pared for the Perambur and Tiru-
chirappalli East constituencies, 
reveal contradictory declarations 
regarding his pending criminal 
cases and designated election 
bank accounts. 
 The affidavit prepared for the 
Perambur Assembly constituency, 
which was notarised in Chennai 
on March 30, explicitly claims 
that the political leader has no 
pending criminal cases against 
him. Conversely, a subsequent af-
fidavit drafted for the Tiruchirap-
palli East constituency, notarised 
three days later in Tiruchirapalli, 
declares two pending First Infor-
mation Reports (FIRs). Accord-
ing to the Tiruchirapalli 
document, the disclosed cases in-
clude an FIR registered at the 
Koodakovil Police Station in Ma-
durai district, and another at the 
Peravallur Police Station in 
Chennai. The latter involves alle-
gations of public nuisance and in-
juries caused by bouncers during 
a recent campaign event.In ad-
dition to the criminal record dis-
crepancy, the financial 
declarations related to election 
expenditure also differ. The Per-
ambur document lists a single 
bank account opened for election 
expenses at the Indian Overseas 
Bank, Saligramam branch, con-
taining a deposit of Rs 1 lakh. 
The Trichy affidavit, however, 
lists two separate accounts, main-
taining the Saligramam account 

for Perambur and adding another 
account at the Indian Overseas 
Bank Tiruchirappalli Main 
branch with a balance of Rs 
90,000. 

"They (YSRCP) wanted to de-
stroy Amaravati, but we enacted a 
law. Today, the entire country 
stands behind Amaravati. Over-
coming all conspiracies, Amara-
vati has emerged victorious. The 
dreams of five crore people have 
been fulfilled with the help of the 
Centre's sovereign seal. Nobody 
will be able to change anything in 
the future," he said.  
Naidu noted that there are 50 
parties in both the Lok Sabha and 
Rajya Sabha.  
He said, 
 "Despite ideological and per-
sonal differences, and no direct 
connection to Andhra Pradesh's 
capital, they all supported the 
Amaravati Bill in order to safe-
guard the interests of the coun-
try." 
 Naidu attacked the opposition 
party, alleging that it has no sense 
of national interest and is not 
concerned about Andhra Pra-
desh's progress.  
He expressed his gratitude to 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
and Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah for the passage of the 'Ama-
ravati Bill' 
 in Parliament. The Andhra Pra-
desh Reorganisation (Amend-
ment) Bill, 2026, making 
Amaravati the capital of the 
southern state, was passed by the 
Rajya Sabha on Thursday and the 
Lok Sabha on April 1. 
 

Iran Vows Crushing.. 

FROM FRONT PAGE

5.8 magnitude quake rattles Hindu Kush region, eight dead 
HYDERABAD 
Wakeup telangana 
 
An earthquake with a pre-
liminary magnitude of 5.8 
rattled parts of northern 
and eastern Afghanistan 
and western Pakistan late 
Friday. 
 The spokesperson for 
Kabul’s governor said at 
least eight people are 
dead. The region is highly 
seismically active, and 
quakes have caused thou-
sands of deaths in recent 
years. 
 Friday’s earthquake had 
an epicenter in the Hindu 
Kush mountain range, 
about 150 kilometers (93 

miles) east of the Afghan 
city of Kunduz, according 
to the Euro-Mediterranean 
Seismological Center and 
the United States Geologi-
cal Survey.  
With the epicenter at a 
depth of over 180 kilo-
meters, the quake was felt 
across a wide swathe of 
Afghanistan and Pakistan. 
It was felt in the areas of 
Islamabad, Peshawar, 
Chitral, Swat and Shan-
gla, according to the Paki-
stan Meteorological 
Department. Afghani-
stan’s Health Ministry 
spokesman Sharafat 
Zaman said Kabul and 
provincial health au-

thorities had been put on 
alert.  
Last August, a 6.0 earth-
quake that struck a re-
mote, mountainous part of 
eastern Afghanistan killed 
more than 2,200 people, 
leveling villages and trap-
ping people under rubble. 
Most casualties were in 
Kunar province, where 
people typically live in 
wood and mud-brick 
houses along steep val-
leys. 
 In November, a 6.3 earth-
quake struck Samangan 
province in northern Af-
ghanistan, killing at last 
27 people and injuring 
more than 950. It also 

damaged historical sites, 
including Afghanistan’s 
famed Blue Mosque in the 
city of Mazar-e-Sharif, 
and the Bagh-e-Jahan 
Nama Palace in Khulm. 
 On Oct. 7, 2023, a 6.3 
quake followed by strong 
aftershocks in western Af-
ghanistan killed thousands 
of people.Impoverished 
Afghanistan often faces 
difficulty in responding to 
natural disasters, espe-
cially in remote regions. 
Many homes in rural and 
outlying areas are made 
from mud bricks and 
wood, with many poorly 
built. 
 

Russia Offers to....... 

Entire Country......... Discrepancies.......... 
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THE AI ERA: TRANSFORMING INDUSTRIES,  
ENHANCING LIVES AND BUILDING TOMORROW 
HYDERABAD 
Wakeup telangana 
Aftab Ahmed 
 
Artificial Intelligence (AI) has 
become one of the most signifi-
cant technologi-
cal 
advancements of 
our time. By 
2026, AI has in-
tegrated seam-
lessly into nearly 
every sector, en-
hancing produc-
tivity, improving 
decision-making 
and fostering in-
novation. It 
serves as a pow-
erful tool that 
amplifies human 
capabilities, 
streamlines op-
erations and ad-
dresses 
longstanding 
challenges across domains. 
From healthcare and finance to 
agriculture and education, AI 
delivers measurable benefits 
through data-driven insights, 
automation and personaliza-
tion. Beyond these, AI contrib-
utes meaningfully to 
entertainment through content 
curation, to environmental man-
agement via climate modelling 
and energy optimization and to 
fields such as law, cyberse-
curity and public administration 
by enabling faster analysis and 
smarter governance. Across all 
sectors, AI acts as an enabler 
that boosts productivity while 
complementing human expert-
ise. Its continued evolution, 
supported by ethical frame-
works and continuous skill de-

velopment, ensures broad-
based benefits for society and 
the economy. 
 The Telangana government, 
under the leadership of Chief 
Minister A. Revanth Reddy, has 

taken commend-
able steps to po-
sition the state 
as a global 
leader in artificial 
intelligence. The 
formal launch of 
the Telangana AI 
Innovation Hub 
(TAIH) at the 
World Economic 
Forum in Davos 
in January 2026 
marks a signifi-
cant milestone. 
Designed as the 
world’s first 
‘Global AI Prov-
ing Ground’ for 
enterprise and 
population-scale 

solutions, TAIH fosters collabo-
ration among industry, acade-
mia and government to drive 
applied AI research and real-
world deployments across mul-
tiple sectors. 
 Complementing TAIH is the 
ambitious AI City project in Hy-
derabad, which aims to create 
a dedicated ecosystem for AI 
research, start-ups, infrastruc-
ture and innovation. Strategic 
partnerships with global organi-
zations such as Blaize, Pear-
son and others have 
strengthened the initiative. 
Pearson’s support for the 
Global AI Academy under TAIH 
focuses on curriculum design, 
skilling and credentialing, help-
ing build future-ready talent. 
 The government’s vision in-
cludes large-scale training pro-

grams to equip youth with AI 
skills, integration of AI into 
school curricula starting from 
the 2026-27 academic year and 
the appointment of AI nodal of-
ficers across departments to 
enhance public service delivery. 
Plans for an AI University and 
investments in AI-ready data 
centers further underscore Te-
langana’s commitment to in-
frastructure and innovation. 
 These forward-thinking initia-
tives reflect a clear strategy to 
harness AI for economic 
growth, improved governance 
and inclusive development. By 
fostering public-private partner-
ships and emphasizing skill de-
velopment,  
 Telangana is strengthening Hy-
derabad’s reputation as a pre-
mier technology hub while 
contributing to India’s broader 
digital ambitions. As AI con-
tinues to evolve, its integration 
across industries holds im-
mense potential to drive effi-
ciency, innovation and 
sustainable progress.  
 Success depends on collabo-
rative efforts, responsible im-
plementation and investment in 
human capital. 
 Telangana’s proactive and vi-
sionary approach serves as an 
inspiring model for leveraging 
AI to create long-term societal 
and economic value. With sus-
tained leadership and strategic 
investments, the state is well-
positioned to unlock new oppor-
tunities and shape a brighter 
digital future for its people and 
the nation. The journey of AI is 
still unfolding, and with thought-
ful adoption, its benefits will 
continue to enrich lives across 
all fields.( The Writer is a Polit-
ical Analyst and Strategist )  

EDITORIAL

KHOTAGUDEM 
Wakeup telangana 
 
A senior AITUC leader at 
Heavy Water Plant, Aswa-
puram in the district alleg-
edly died by suicide. 
 According to CI Ashok 
Reddy, the deceased, Mu-
lukuri Venkat Reddy (48), 
hanged himself at his res-
idential quarters at Gau-
tami Nagar Colony in the 
mandal headquarters at 
around midnight on Thurs-
day when family members 
were not at home. The in-
cident came to light on 
Friday.Venkat Reddy 
worked as a senior techni-

cian at the Heavy Water 
Plant. Based on a com-
plaint filed by his brother-
in-law, K Pratap Reddy, a 
case was registered and an 
investigation was launched 
into the incident. It was 
said that the deceased took 
the extreme step due to 
health issues. 

Heavy Water Plant AITUC leader 
dies by suicide in Kothagudem 

MAHBBNAGAR 
Wakeup telangana 
 
Mohammed Moizuddin of 
the District Crime 
Records Bureau (DCRB) 
has been promoted from 
Assistant Sub-Inspector 
(ASI) to Sub-Inspector 
(SI). The promotion cere-
mony was presided over 
by District Superintendent 
of Police Smt. D. Janaki, 
IPS, who decorated him 
with the new rank insignia 
and extended her heartiest 
congratulations. 
 Moizuddin began his ca-
reer in 1989 as a Con-
stable in the erstwhile 

Mahabubnagar district, 
serving at Alampur, Thim-
majipeta, Jadcherla, Ped-
dakothapally, and Kosgi 
Police Stations. He was 
promoted to Head Con-
stable in 2012 and ASI in 
2018, and has held key as-

signments at DCRB, CCS 
Mahabubnagar, Hanwada, 
and the Traffic Police Sta-
tion. He is currently 
posted at Koilakonda Po-
lice Station. 
 Over his 37-year career, 
he has received 70 cash 

rewards, 18 GSEs, 12 ap-
preciation certificates, and 
prestigious awards includ-
ing the Seva Pathakam 
(2013), Telangana Chief 
Minister’s Sarvounnata 
Police Pathakam (2017), 
Uttama Police Pathakam 
(2019), and the Indian Po-
lice Medal (2025). 
 D. Janaki lauded his dis-
cipline, dedication, and 
public service, emphasiz-
ing that with this promo-
tion come greater 
responsibilities, confident 
he will continue his exem-
plary service. The cere-
mony saw colleagues and 
staff congratulating him 

Promotion from ASI to SI: District SP Decorates  Mohammed Moizuddin with Insignia 

CRIME

HYDERABAD 
Wakeup telangana 
 
Acting against hoarding 
and black-marketing of 
LPG, the Telangana civil 
supplies department has 
seized 3,699 domestic 
LPG cylinders and 70 
small cylinders from 
March 12 to April 3, offi-
cials said on Friday. The 
total value of the confis-
cated property is esti-
mated at Rs. 1.10 crore. 
 A total of 1,275 cases 
have been filed under 
Section 6A of the Essen-
tial Commodities Act, 
while 216 FIRs have 
been registered. District 
Collectors, empowered 
under this section, can 
confiscate essential com-
modities if hoarding or 
black marketing is sus-
pected. Authorities noted 
that many seized cylin-

ders were being diverted 
for commercial use. 
 Civil Supplies Minister 
N. Uttam Kumar Reddy 
assured residents that 
there is no shortage of 
domestic LPG in the state 
but warned that any mis-
use would attract strict 
action. Consumers have 
also been urged to avoid 
panic booking, which 
disrupts the regular deliv-
ery system. On average, 

public-sector oil market-
ing companies—IOCL, 
BPCL, and HPCL—
supply around 2.15 lakh 
domestic LPG cylinders 
daily in Telangana. 
 While domestic LPG 
supplies remain suffi-
cient, the state is facing a 
shortage of auto LPG, 
causing severe hardship 
for autorickshaw drivers. 
In a letter dated March 
31, Reddy requested 

Union Petroleum Minis-
ter Hardeep Singh Puri to 
provide an urgent ad-
ditional supply to cover a 
daily deficit of 55 metric 
tonnes.  
The shortage affects 
nearly one lakh autorick-
shaws, disrupting public 
transport and impacting 
the livelihoods of drivers 
and their families. 
 Reddy emphasized that 
petroleum product stocks 
in Telangana are adequ-
ate for three months, 
clarifying the situation 
following recent panic 
buying of petrol and die-
sel across the state. The 
civil supplies department 
continues its vigilance to 
prevent hoarding, ensure 
fair distribution, and 
maintain smooth func-
tioning of both domestic 
and auto LPG supplies. 
 

Telangana seizes 3,699 illegal LPG  
cylinders in anti-hoarding drive 

HYDERABAD 
Wakeup telangana 
 
The Chandanagar Police 
arrested seven people who 
created fake documents to 
claim ownership of a gov-
ernment land belonging to 
the Social Welfare Depart-
ment on Wednesday, April 
1. The case is concerning a 
piece of land owned by the 
Social Welfare Department 
in survey numbers 373, 
374 and 375 at Gangaram 
in Chandanagar village of 
Serilingampally mandal in 
Rangareddy district, which 
was designated as an open 
space meant for a com-
munity hall or park. Seven 
people, including master-

mind N Niranjan, alleg-
edly created fake house 
numbers, property tax 
identification numbers 
(PTIN) and pictures of 
houses as if they were con-
structed, as an attempt to 
mislead the Greater Hyder-
abad Municipal Corpora-
tion (GHMC) for claiming 
ownership of the land. 
 According to Chandana-
gar Circle Inspector, based 
on a complaint lodged by 
the members of “Jai Bhim 
Association,” the perpe-
trators were arrested and 
sent for judicial remand. 
 The accused have re-
portedly been booked 
under various sections, in-
cluding criminal.

Seven booked for grabbing govt  
land in Hyderabad by faking info 

Family disputes drive 
woman Sarpanch to die 
by suicide in Nirmal 
A woman Sarpanch died by 
suicide following family dis-
putes at Masaipet village in 
Kaddampeddur mandal on 
Friday. 
 Kaddampeddur SI Sai Kiran 
said that Durgam Laharika 
(31), wife of Rajesh ended 
her life by consuming pesti-
cide following a tiff with her 
husband. Differences cropped 
up between the couple for a 
long time. Elders of the two 
families tried to resolve the is-
sues, but the couple con-
tinued to fight repeatedly. The 
exact reason for her drastic 
step is yet to be ascertained. 
 Hailing from Narsapur vil-
lage, Laharika was married to 
Rajesh 14 years ago. The 
couple has a son and daugh-
ter. Laxmi, mother of Laharika 
lodged a complaint with the 
police. A case of abetment to 
suicide was registered 

Man kills twin daughters before  
throwing into well in Karimnagar 
HYDERABAD 
Wakeup telangana 
 
In an inhuman incident, a 
man killed his five-year-
old twin daughters and 
threw them into an agricul-
tural well in Jublinagar of 
Karimnagar mandal on 
Friday. 
 According to local people, 
the couple Gachu Srisai-
lam and Geeta Sree have 
family disputes. On Friday, 
they had an argument 
with each other.Enraged 
over the incident, Srisai-
lam killed his daughters by 
administering pesticides. 
Later, he threw the bodies 
into an agricultural well on 
the outskirts of the village. 
On coming to know about 
the incident, villagers 

rushed to the spot and 
launched a search for the 
girls. The body of one girl 
was retrieved from the 
well.  
The search is continuing 
for the other. 
 Enraged over the inci-
dent, villagers caught Sri-
sailam and thrashed him 
severely before handing 
him over to the police. 
 Family dispute is said to 
be the reason for the inci-
dent. Recently, the dispute 
between Srisailam and his 
wife was discussed at the 
gram panchayat by village 
elders. 
 On coming to know about 
the incident, police rushed 
to the spot and began in-
vestigation by registering 
a case.

Spurious pickle unit 
busted in Jiyaguda 
In a joint operation, the Task 
Force Golconda team and 
Kulsumpura police raided 
manufacturing units in Venk-
atesh Nagar, Jiyaguda, on 
Tuesday and arrested one 
person for producing and 
supplying spurious pickles. 
Raw material and property 
worth ₹3 lakh  
were seized. Police said K. 
Ravinder, 62, was manufac-
turing pickles without a valid 
licence, using low-quality 
ingredients in unhygienic 
conditions. Additional DCP 
Task Force Ande Srinivas 
Rao stated that stale man-
goes and lemons were 
being preserved with rock 
salt and supplied to kirana 
stores, restaurants, and ho-
tels. Officials warned that 
consumption of such pickles 
could pose serious health 
risks.  

The Telangana  
government, under the 
leadership of Chief 
Minister A.Revanth 
Reddy, has taken  
commendable steps to 
position the state as a 
global leader in  
artificial intelligence. 
The formal launch of 
the Telangana AI  
Innovation Hub (TAIH) 
at the World Economic 
Forum in Davos in 
January 2026 marks a 
significant milestone.
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Maruti Suzuki adds 502 service 
touchpoints in FY26, expands network 

Franklin Templeton's  
First SIF NFO from April 10 

NEW DELHI 
Wakeup telangana 
 
Dettol has launched a 
new emotion-driven 
campaign for its iconic 
Dettol Antiseptic Liq-
uid, reinforcing its long-
standing association 
with care and protection 
in Indian households. 
Centered on the theme 
“Nothing protects like 
Mom & Dettol,” the 
campaign highlights the 
instinctive bond be-
tween a mother and 
child while positioning 
the brand as a trusted 
companion in moments 
of vulnerability. 
 The campaign film, set 
in a vibrant wedding 
household, captures a 
poignant moment where 
a young boy hides his 
injury amid celebra-
tions. Despite his efforts 
to appear brave, his 
mother instinctively 
senses something is 
wrong. As she gently 
treats his wound using 
Dettol Antiseptic Liq-
uid, the child’s emo-
tional guard drops, 
revealing his pain. The 
narrative concludes with 

a touching reversal, as 
the child comforts his 
mother, reinforcing the 
emotional depth of their 
bond. The film ends 
with the message, 
“Apnon ki suraksha ka 
mazboot sahara.” 
 Conceptualized and 
written by Prasoon 
Joshi, the campaign 
blends storytelling with 
cultural authenticity. 
The film features music 
composed by Vishal 
Khurana, vocals by 
Javed Ali, and direction 
by Amit Sharma, bring-
ing together emotion 
and realism in a relat-
able narrative. 
 According to Gaurav 
Jain, EVP Regional Di-
rector, Reckitt – South 
Asia, the campaign re-
flects the brand’s com-
mitment to fostering a 
sense of safety and care 

beyond product func-
tionality. He empha-
sized that Dettol has 
remained a dependable 
presence across genera-
tions, supporting moth-
ers in moments where 
protection is both physi-
cal and emotional. 
 Echoing this sentiment, 
Prasoon Joshi noted that 
the campaign draws 
from the universal truth 
of a child seeking com-
fort in their mother, 
while mothers rely on 
Dettol to safeguard their 
loved ones. 
 With this campaign, 
Dettol reiterates its en-
during legacy as a 
household essential, 
continuing to stand 
alongside families and 
reinforcing its role as a 
symbol of trust, care, 
and protection across 
generations. 

Dettol Campaign Celebrates 
Mother’s Protective Instinct

NEW DELHI 
Wakeup telangana 
 
India’s largest automo-
bile manufacturer, Maruti 
Suzuki India Limited, on 
Friday announced a 
record-breaking expan-
sion of its after-sales 
service network, adding 
502 new service touch-
points during the finan-
cial year ending March 
2026. This marks the 
highest single-year ex-
pansion in the company’s 
history and takes its total 
service footprint to 5,926 
touchpoints spread across 
more than 3,000 cities 
and towns nationwide. 
 The newly established 
service locations include 
a mix of ARENA and 
NEXA workshops, Ma-
ruti Suzuki Sales and 
Service Points (MSSPs), 
and Service-on-Wheels 
units. This diversified ap-

proach reflects the com-
pany’s strategy to cater to 
a wide spectrum of cus-
tomers—from urban 
metro users to those in 
smaller towns and remote 
rural markets. By 
strengthening its reach 
across geographies, the 
automaker aims to ensure 
convenient and timely 
service access regardless 
of location. 
 Highlighting the impor-
tance of customer con-
venience, Managing 
Director and CEO Hisa-

shi Takeuchi stated that 
the company’s growing 
service network ensures 
that assistance is always 
within reach. Customers 
can either visit work-
shops, opt for doorstep 
servicing, or avail sup-
port while traveling, 
making the ownership 
experience more seam-
less and reliable. He 
further revealed that Ma-
ruti Suzuki is targeting an 
ambitious expansion to 
nearly 8,000 service 
touchpoints by the finan-

cial year 2030–31. 
 The current pace of ex-
pansion marks a signifi-
cant acceleration 
compared to the com-
pany’s earlier growth tra-
jectory. Maruti Suzuki 
began its service journey 
in 1983 with its first 
workshop and took 
nearly 14 years to reach 
1,000 touchpoints by 
1997. The latest addition 
of over 500 service 
points in a single year 
underscores the com-
pany’s aggressive push to 
scale operations in line 
with rising customer de-
mand. 
 On the sales front, Ma-
ruti Suzuki reported 
steady growth. The com-
pany recorded a 5 percent 
year-on-year increase in 
retail sales for March 
2026, while its overall 
sales volume for the full 
financial year FY26 grew 

by around 3 percent com-
pared to the previous 
year. In March alone, the 
automaker sold a total of 
2,25,251 units, up from 
1,92,984 units in the 
same month last year. 
Domestic passenger ve-
hicle sales stood at 
1,69,428 units, while ex-
ports witnessed a strong 
surge to 47,040 units. 
Additionally, sales to 
other original equipment 
manufacturers (OEMs) 
reached 8,783 units, re-
flecting robust demand 
across segments. 
 Meanwhile, shares of 
Maruti Suzuki closed at 
₹12,632 on the BSE on 
Thursday, registering a 1 
percent increase, signal-
ing continued investor 
confidence in the com-
pany’s growth strategy 
and expanding service 
network.

HYDERBAD 
Wakeup telangana 
 
India is unlikely to be signifi-
cantly impacted by US President 
Donald Trump's announcement of 
100 per cent tariffs on certain pat-
ented drugs, as the country pri-
marily exports low-cost generic 
medicines to America, think tank 
GTRI said on Friday. Trump 
signed an executive order on 
April 2, announcing the imposi-
tion of a 100 per cent ad valorem 
duty rate on the import of certain 
patented pharmaceuticals and as-
sociated pharmaceutical ing-
redients. The order, issued on 
April 2, 2026, builds on a Section 

232 investigation launched on 
May 1, 2025, which cited na-
tional security risks from depend-
ence on foreign drug supplies. 
The Global Trade Research Ini-
tiative (GTRI) said the move has 
left "India largely protected, 
given its dominance in low-cost 
generic drug exports to the US". 
Generic medicines make up over 
90 per cent of US drug use and 
are exempt for now, likely for 

about a year, to avoid shortages 
and price increases, it added. 
 In 2025, India exported USD 9.7 
billion worth of pharmaceuticals 
to the US, accounting for 38 per 
cent of its global pharma exports 
of USD 25.8 billion. "However, 
Indian firms producing branded 
or speciality drugs, or supplying 
inputs for patented medicines, 
could face tariff pressure. The 
larger concern is future uncer-
tainty if tariffs are extended to 
generics," GTRI founder Ajay 
Srivastava said. The order timing, 
issued on the first anniversary of 
the earlier "Liberation Day" tariff 
push, signals a continuation of 
Washington's aggressive trade 

strategy, he added. 
 On April 2 last year, the US an-
nounced sweeping tariffs on 
about 60 countries, including 
India. The 100 per cent tariffs 
will mainly affect Ireland, Ger-
many, Switzerland, Belgium, 
Denmark, the United Kingdom 
and Japan, which are major ex-
porters of patented and high-
value drugs, including biologics, 
to the US, he said, adding that the 
order does not exempt countries 
with trade arrangements with the 
US, including the European 
Union and Japan.On April 2 last 
year, the US announced sweeping 
tariffs on about 60 countries, in-
cluding India. 

India Generic Exports Resist U.S. Drug Tariffs

HYDERABAD 
Wakeup telangana 
 
World food commodity 
prices rose in March for 
the second month in a 
row, largely due to higher 
energy prices linked to the 
conflict in West Asia, 
finds the Food and Agri-
culture Organization of 
the United Nations (FAO). 
While wheat production 
in major producing coun-
tries are anticipated to 
fall, India will have a 
record harvest. The FAO 
Food Price Index, which 
tracks monthly changes in 

the international prices of 
a basket of globally traded 
food commodities, aver-
aged 128.5 points in 
March, up 2.4 percent 
from February and 1.0 
percent above its level a 
year ago. 
 "Price rises since the con-
flict began have been 
modest, driven mainly by 
higher oil prices and cush-
ioned by ample global ce-
real supplies," said FAO 
Chief Economist Máximo 
Torero. "But if the conflict 
stretches beyond 40 days 
with high input costs with 
current low margins, 

farmers will have to 
choose: farm the same 
with fewer inputs, plant 
less, or switch to less in-
tensive fertilizer crops. 
Those choices will hit fu-
ture yields and shape our 
food supply and commod-
ity prices for the rest of 
this year and all of the 
next."  
 The FAO Vegetable Oil 
Price Index increased by 
5.1 percent from February 
to stand 13.2 percent 
higher than its year-earlier 
level. International quota-
tions for palm, soy, sun-
flower and rapeseed oil all 

rose, reflecting spillover 
effects from the sharp in-
creases in crude oil prices, 
which catalyzed expecta-
tions of stronger demand 
for biofuels. Bovine and 
poultry meat prices de-
clined, partly due to logis-
tical constraints limiting 
access to markets in West 
Asia. 
 The FAO Sugar Price 
Index increased by 7.2 
percent in March. Rising 
expectations that Brazil, 
the main sugar exporter, 
would use more sugarcane 
to produce ethanol to 
counter higher inter-

national crude oil prices 
over-weighed a generally 
favourable global supply 
outlook for the current 
season, supported by good 
harvest progress in India 
and Thailand. With most 
of the world’s wheat crop 
already planted, FAO 
forecasts worldwide har-
vests of 820 million 
tonnes, a 1.7 percent drop 
from the previous year. 
Lower prices and adverse 
weather conditions are an-
ticipated to curb wheat 
output in the European 
Union, the Russian Feder-
ation, and the United.

Food Prices Rise in March on West Asia Conflict 

REDMI Note 15 SE Launched with Premium Design, Big Battery
NEW DELHI 
Wakeup telangana 
 
Xiaomi India has un-
veiled the REDMI Note 
15 Special Edition, a 
feature-packed smart-
phone that combines 
premium design, im-
mersive display, and 
long-lasting perform-
ance. Positioned as a 
stylish yet practical de-
vice, it aims to enhance 
everyday user experi-
ences across entertain-
ment, communication, 

and productivity. 
 The REDMI Note 15 
SE stands out with its 
6.77-inch curved 
AMOLED display of-
fering FHD+ resolution 
and a 120Hz refresh 
rate. With peak bright-
ness reaching up to 
3200 nits, the screen 
ensures clear visibility 
even in bright outdoor 
conditions. The device 
also features triple TÜV 
certifications, ensuring 
eye comfort during pro-
longed usage. Its ultra-

slim 7.35mm profile 
and lightweight 178g 
build contribute to a 
sleek, premium feel, 
available in Crimson 
Reserve, Carbon Black, 
and Frosted White fin-
ishes. 
 Under the hood, the 
smartphone is powered 
by the Snapdragon 6 
Gen 3 processor built 
on a 4nm architecture, 
ensuring efficient mul-
titasking and smooth 
performance. It is 
equipped with a 50MP 

AI dual rear camera 
system and a 20MP 
front camera, supported 
by advanced AI tools 
such as AI Erase, AI 
Sky, and AI Bokeh, en-
abling users to capture 
and enhance images ef-
fortlessly. 
 Battery life is a major 
highlight, with a 
5800mAh battery de-
signed for all-day 
usage, complemented 
by 45W turbo charging 
for quick power-ups. 
The device also fea-

tures dual speakers with 
Dolby Atmos support, 
ensuring an immersive 
audio experience, while 
AI-powered noise can-
cellation enhances call 
clarity. Connectivity 
options include multi-
ple 5G bands and dual-
band Wi-Fi for reliable 
performance. 
 Security and durability 
are also prioritized, 
with features like an in-
display fingerprint sen-
sor, AI face unlock, and 
Titan Solid build qual-

ity.  
The phone is certified 
to MIL-STD-810H 
standards and offers 
IP65 and IP66 ratings 
for dust and splash re-
sistance. 
 The REDMI Note 15 
SE will be available 
from April 7, 2026, via 
Flipkart and mi.com. 
Prices start at ₹17,999 
(effective) for the base 
variant, making it a 
competitive offering in 
the mid-range segment.

NEW DELHI 
Wakeup telangana 
 
Franklin Templeton 
India has announced the 
launch of its first special-
ised investment fund 
(SIF), the Sapphire 
Equity Long-Short SIF, 
under the newly intro-
duced SIF framework. 
The fund requires a 
minimum investment of 
₹10 lakh and is aimed at 
investors with a higher 
risk appetite seeking 
more flexible and dy-
namic investment 
strategies.The New Fund 
Offer (NFO) for the Sap-
phire Equity Long-Short 
SIF will open on April 
10 and close on April 24, 
2026. The scheme will 
invest across stocks 
listed in the Nifty 500, 
providing diversified ex-
posure to large-cap, mid-
cap, and small-cap 
segments.The SIF frame-
work, recently intro-

duced in India, is 
broadly aligned with the 
mutual fund structure but 
offers greater flexibility 
in portfolio management. 
A key differentiator is 
the ability to take un-
hedged short positions of 
up to 25 per cent of the 
total assets under man-
agement (AUM).  
 This feature enables 
fund managers to poten-
tially benefit not only 
from rising markets but 
also from falling ones, 
thereby enhancing risk 
management capabil-
ities.According to Avi-
nash Satwalekar, 
President of Franklin 
Templeton India, the SIF 
structure is designed to 
cater to investors who 
are comfortable with 
higher levels of risk in 
pursuit of relatively 
better returns. He noted 
that the flexibility to take 
short positions allows 
the fund to respond ef-

fectively to market vol-
atility and corrections,  
 potentially reducing 
downside risk.Satwale-
kar further highlighted 
that modern markets are 
increasingly dynamic,  
 with rapid shifts across 
economic cycles and 
sectors. In such an envi-
ronment, traditional 
long-only strategies may 
not always capture op-
portunities efficiently. 
The long-short approach 
adopted by the Sapphire 
Equity SIF allows for a 
more balanced and adap-
tive investment 
style.Overall, the launch 
reflects Franklin Temple-
ton India’s effort to ex-
pand its product suite in 
line with evolving inves-
tor needs, offering a so-
phisticated investment 
option that blends 
growth potential with 
risk management 
through strategic short-
selling capabilities. 

Dettol Launches new Campaign celebrating a mother
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Aadi Sai Kumar’s ‘Saira Banu’ promises a vibrant love story 
HYDERABAD 
Wakeup telangana 
 
Telugu star Aadi Sai 
Kumar’s next film, which 
is being directed by Phani 
Krishna Siriki, has been 
titled ‘Sairabanu’, its 
makers announced on Fri-
day. 
 Well known producer Ra-
zesh Danda, fresh off the 
sensational success of ‘K-
Ramp’, is to bankroll the 
film under the Hasya 
Movies banner, with 
Krishnakanth Paruchuri as 
co-producer. 
 Bandhavi Sridhar has 

been roped in as the fe-
male lead opposite Aadi 
Sai Kumar for this film. 
Sources say that Aadi Sai 
Kumar, who scored the 
biggest blockbuster of his 
career with ‘Shambhala’, 
is now steering towards 
concept-driven films with 
strong commercial appeal. 
Titled fascinatingly ‘Saira 
Banu’, the film was un-
veiled through a visually 
delightful poster. The de-
sign radiates a vibrant, 
dreamy romantic tone. A 
gigantic heart-shaped pink 
cloud, brushed in soft pas-
tel textures, floats across 

the top. Beneath it lies the 
tagline ‘A Fun Filled 
Journey of Love, Faith 
&amp; Destiny.’ 
The bottom half paints a 
striking fantasy-infused 
visual- a water-drenched 
Charminar, a peaceful 
Vizag beach road, and Ra-
jahmundry Godavari 
bridge, all set in a surreal, 
storybook-like landscape. 
The clear, serene sky and 
gently scattered clouds 
add to the whimsical, 
imaginative world the 
film seems to promise. 
 Hasya Movies took to its 
social media timelines to 

announce the title of the 
film. Sharing the title 
poster, it wrote, “A formal 
beginning… to a love 
story that breaks every 
boundary. #SairaBanu 
Pooja Ceremony com-
menced today. Clap by 
@Kiran_Abbavaram. 
Camera switched on by 
@RamAbbaraju. @saiku-
maractor garu Script 
handover by @kona-
venkat99 @JainsNani. 
First shot direction 
@filmsyogi. Shoot begins 
soon.” 
 Sources claim that Phani 
Krishna Siriki has crafted 

a unique Hindu–Muslim 
love story laced with hu-
mour, with the narrative 
unfolding in Rajahmundry 
and Hyderabad. The proj-
ect was launched on Fri-
day with an auspicious 
pooja ceremony.Backed 
by a strong technical 
team, the film aims to be 
a rich visual and emo-
tional experience. The 
film is to have cinematog-
raphy by Raam Reddy 
and music by Shekar 
Chandra. Chota K Prasad 
is to handle the editing of 
this film while Brahma 
Kadali will serve.

nternational contemporary vi-
sual artist Purnama Chary Ka-
githala will present his works, 

including Dream of Paradesi, at the 
India Art Festival Hyderabad 2026 
from April 3 to 5, 2026, at Jubilee 
Hills Convention Centre. The festival 
will run daily from 11 AM to 8 PM, 
showcasing 80 galleries, 300 artists, 
and over 3,000 artworks spanning 
painting, sculpture, photography, 
and prints. A VIP Preview on April 3 
will provide exclusive early access 
with a digital pass valid for all days. 
 Dream of Paradesi stands out as a 
central piece, reflecting themes of 
longing, liberation, and the human 
urge to transcend boundaries. The 
work creates a surreal passage be-
tween stillness and movement, 
where suspended wings within an 
arch symbolize a moment of trans-
formation—an awakening before 
flight—while a forward-moving 
winged figure captures the desire to 
explore distant lands and unknown 
worlds. 

 Rendered in a dream-like surrealist 
style, the composition blurs the line 
between reality and imagination. 
The interplay of light and shadow 
strengthens the narrative, evoking 
hope emerging from stillness and 
reinforcing emotional and physical 
transcendence. 
 Based in Central London, Kagi-
thala’s broader practice explores 
identity, desire, displacement, and 
psychological space through figura-
tive and surrealist approaches. His 
work is grounded in strong drafts-
manship and  
conceptual clarity, spanning multiple 
mediums including acrylic, oil, char-
coal, watercolour, pastel, and mixed 
media. 
 He holds a Master of Fine Arts from 
the University of Hyderabad and a 
Bachelor of Fine Arts from Osmania 
University. With participation in over 
20 exhibitions across India and in-
ternationally, he has received multi-
ple awards, building a growing 
global presence.

I

Delhi Capitals top order under 
pressure ahead of Mumbai Indians 
NEW DELHI 
Wakeup telangana 
 
The spotlight will firmly 
be on Delhi Capitals’ top 
order when they face a 
confident Mumbai Indians 
in their first home fixture 
of the IPL 2026 season 
here on Saturday. 
 DC, who tried as many as 
seven opening combina-
tions last year, had hoped 
for greater stability this 
season, but early signs 
suggest the issue persists. 
 Chasing a modest 142 
against Lucknow Super 
Giants in their opener, the 
Capitals’ top order crum-
bled quickly, with KL 
Rahul falling for a first-
ball duck and Nitish Rana 
and Pathum Nissanka de-
parting in quick succes-
sion to leave the side at 26 
for four. 
 What followed, however, 
was a display of compo-
sure and maturity by 22-
year-old impact substitute 
Sameer Rizvi, who struck 
an unbeaten half-century. 
Combining with the ex-
perienced Tristan Stubbs, 
the duo scripted a six-
wicket victory with an un-
broken stand that rescued 
DC. 
 While Rizvi’s fearless 
strokeplay stood out, the 

vulnerability at the top re-
mains a concern, particu-
larly against a Mumbai 
attack led by Jasprit Bum-
rah. 
 Still in pursuit of their 
maiden IPL title, the Cap-
itals will be eager to see 
greater stability at the top. 
They have the option of 
turning to either Abishek 
Porel, who showed prom-
ise last season, or Prithvi 
Shaw, who has struggled 
with consistency. 
 “It’s just been one game, 
we haven’t pushed the 
panic button yet,” Kul-
deep Yadav said at the 
pre-match press confer-
ence when asked about 
the top-order collapse. 
 In contrast, DC’s bowling 
unit looked more assured 
even in the absence of 
Australian quick Mitchell 
Starc, who remains un-
available. 
 South African pacer 
Lungi Ngidi continues to 
use slower deliveries ef-

fectively and T Natarajan, 
who has spent consid-
erable time on the side-
lines due to injury, 
chipped in with a three-
wicket haul against LSG, 
while Mukesh Kumar was 
economical. 
 The spin duo of Kuldeep 
Yadav and skipper Axar 
Patel applied pressure 
through the middle overs, 
ensuring the opposition 
never broke free. 
 This blend of pace varia-
tions and spin control will 
be key for Delhi against 
MI’s batting line-up that 
includes Rohit Sharma, 
Suryakumar Yadav and 
Tilak Varma. 
 MI will enter the contest 
with confidence after 
snapping a 14-year open-
ing-match jinx with a 
record chase against Kol-
kata Knight Riders. 
 Rohit turned back the 
clock, scoring a fiery 78, 
marking his return to T20 
cricket in emphatic fash-

ion. Fellow opener Ryan 
Rickelton, who was 
picked ahead of the more 
experienced Quinton de 
Kock, provided solid sup-
port with a quick 81 and 
is likely to keep his place. 
 
“When we bought him 
(Rickleton), we knew his 
potential. We had him in 
our SA20 team as well. 
And when he and Rohit 
had a good combination 
last year, there was no in-
tention of changing it,” 
MI head coach Mahela 
Jayawardene said on the 
eve of the match. 
 “When we saw Quinny at 
the auction, it was an op-
portunity for us. We saw 
him as an overseas 
backup because Indian 
wicketkeepers went for 
high prices. And he fit in 
well. 
 “We never thought that 
we would change the 
combination. We did not 
want to change something 
that was not broken.” 
Their bowling, though ex-
pensive, had its moments. 
Shardul Thakur picked up 
three crucial wickets, 
while Bumrah and Trent 
Boult kept things tight. 
Mumbai used Suryakumar 
as an impact player due to 
a minor groin.

Iyer’s fifty powers Punjab 
Kings past Chennai Super 
Kings by five wickets 
CHENNAI 
Wakeup telangana 
 
Skipper Shreyas Iyer’s 
half-century, marked by 
elegance and aggression 
in equal measure, was the 
centrepiece in Punjab 
Kings’ five-wicket win 
over Chennai Super Kings 
in their IPL match here on 
Friday. 
 Shreyas (50, 29 balls) and 
his 59-run alliance with 
Nehal Wadhera for the 
fourth wicket helped Pun-
jab end up at 210 for five 
while chasing a compet-
itive 209 on a dew-less 
Chepauk night, also con-
signing the hosts to their 
second successive defeat. 
 It was Punjab’s second 
win on the trot, but there 
were other heroes too on 
the night for PBKS. 
Chasing a target at a run-
rate close to 11 required 
consistent and calm run-
making, and that was 
what PBKS did through 
their top order, with al-
most everyone chipping 
in.  Priyansh Arya (39, 11 
balls), Prabhsimran Singh 

(43, 34 balls), and Cooper 
Connolly (36, 22 balls) all 
came up with notable con-
tributions. 
 Arya was quite brutal 
while attacking the CSK 
attack. Khaleel Ahmed 
was hit for a four and a 
six, while Matt Henry was 
struck for 4, 6, 4 in his 
first over that leaked 20 
runs. 
 Arya and Prabhsimran 
added 61 runs in just 4.2 
overs, giving a clear indi-
cation of the course the 
match was taking. 
 The Delhi batter was 
cleaned up by Henry to 
give some relief to CSK, 
but none was more signif-
icant in PBKS’s march 
than their skipper Shreyas, 

who played a wide range 
of shots. 
 Shreyas started a bit slow, 
reaching 8 off 9 balls, as 
Connolly was doing most 
of the scoring. But once 
the Australian fell to An-
shul Kamboj, Shreyas 
took control of the chase. 
As expected, he attacked 
the spinners, and the shot 
of the innings was an in-
side-out six off leg-
spinner Rahul Chahar. 
 Shreyas brought up his 
fifty in 26 balls with a 
boundary off Kamboj, but 
soon fell to the bowler 
while chasing a wide de-
livery. 
 Wadhera fell off the first 
ball of the next over to 
Henry as PBKS slipped to 

186 for five from 186 for 
three. 
 However, that proved a 
minor setback. Earlier, 
Ayush Mhatre showcased 
his talent with a 43-ball 
73, powering the Super 
Kings to a competitive 
209 for five. 
 Mhatre and skipper Rutu-
raj Gaikwad (28) added 
96 runs for the second 
wicket after Devon Con-
way returned to the pavil-
ion early. 
 Conway moved towards 
the leg side and tried to 
play Xavier Bartlett’s out-
swinger over covers, but 
edged it to Prabhsimran 
behind the wicket. 
 But his dismissal proved 
a minor setback, as Mha-
tre took apart Punjab’s 
bowling with power and 
precision. 
 Pacer Bartlett suffered 
early as Mhatre hit him 
for three fours in a row — 
a loft through mid-wicket, 
a flick and a pull. His ag-
gressive approach helped 
CSK reach 57 for one in 
the Power Play. 
 

Purnama Chary Showcases 
Art at Art India Festival 2026

Artist Purnama Chary Kagithala

Dream of Paradesi
India Art Festival Hyderabad 2026 at Jubilee Hills Convention Centre, hyderabad.

Dream of Paradesi
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he Greater Hyderabad Municipal Corporation 
recorded a significant surge in building approvals 
and revenue during the 2025–26 financial year, with 

17,957 building and layout permissions granted through the 
BuildNow portal. In addition, 2,427 occupancy certificates 
were issued, reflecting improved efficiency in urban gov-
ernance. Of the 15,536 building permissions processed, a 
majority—12,014—were cleared under the instant approval 
category, highlighting the system’s speed. Another 2,515 
permissions were granted via the single-window system, 
while 972 fell under instant registration, ensuring multiple 
streamlined pathways for applicants. 
 The civic body reported total revenue of ₹1,172.08 crore 
from building permissions and occupancy certifications, 
marking an increase from ₹1,138.44 crore collected in the 
previous financial year. This growth underscores the ex-
panding construction activity and improved compliance. 
 Revenue contributions were led by Cyberabad Municipal 
Corporation (₹538.09 crore), followed by GHMC (₹436.47 
crore) and Malkajgiri Municipal Corporation (₹198.24 
crore), indicating balanced urban development across re-
gions. 
 The BuildNow portal, launched in March 2025 by Chief 
Minister A. Revanth Reddy, introduced a transparent, tech-
nology-driven system for granting approvals. Authorities 
emphasized that the digitized process has significantly re-
duced delays, minimized manual intervention, and en-
hanced accountability. Officials stated that the initiative has 
accelerated permissions, boosted investor confidence, and 
simplified procedures, making it easier for citizens and de-
velopers to obtain approvals while ensuring regulatory 
compliance.

Hyderabad police warn  
citizens against chemically 
ripened mangoes 

he Hyderabad Food Adulteration Surveillance 
Team (H-FAST), a special unit of Hyderabad Po-
lice to check food adulteration, is maintaining a 

strict vigil on the sale of chemically ripened mangoes. 
 Hyderabad Police Commissioner V. C. Sajjanar, who 
heads H-FAST, said on Friday that legal action is being 
initiated against those who violate the rules. 
 He urgued  the public not to be deceived by the outward 
appearance of the fruit and to verify its naturalness before 
purchasing. 
 Be cautious of mangoes that have an unnatural colour, a 
chemical odour, or a strange taste. If there are unusual 
spots on the skin or if the colour changes unexpectedly 
when washed with baking soda water, realise that they are 
harmful to your health, he said. People having information 
regarding adulterated mangoes may report it to Dial 100 or 
contact the H-FAST helpline at 8712661212. 
 “The king of fruits is back on our plates, but people are 
advised to exercise caution and avoid being misled by 
chemically ripened mangoes. They should also be wary of 
those sold under the label of organic,” the Police Commis-
sioner said in a social media post. He urged consumers to 
verify the authenticity of the produce before making a pur-
chase. 
 “With the onset of summer, the mango has begun to flood 
the markets. However, citizens must not overlook the 
deadly danger lurking behind these mouth-watering fruits. 
Driven by a greed for profit, some unscrupulous traders 
are risking public lives. Instead of allowing mangoes to 
ripen naturally, they are being artificially ripened using 
Calcium Carbide and other hazardous chemicals,” he said. 
 

T

18,000 Permits Cleared  
via BuildNow in Hyderabad

T
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BRSLP deputy leader T 
Harish Rao had thrown 
down the gauntlet at 
Chief Minister A Re-
vanth Reddy to prove 
his claims of govern-
ance success made 
during his election cam-
paign in Kerala. 
 He accused the Chief 
Minister of misleading 
people outside the 
State, while failing to 
deliver on key promises 
in Telangana. 
 “Which of the Six 
Guarantees have ac-
tually been delivered 
fully?” he asked, listing 
pending promises in-
cluding farm loan 
waivers, financial assis-
tance to women, en-
hanced pensions, and 
farmer support 
schemes. He exuded 

confidence that Kerala 
voters were clever 
enough to verify facts 
independently, notwith-
standing Revanth 
Reddy’s  political rheto-
ric. 
 Speaking to media per-
sons during his Kodan-
gal visit on Friday, 
Harish Rao dared Re-
vanth Reddy to identify 
a single village in Ko-
dangal where farm loan 
waivers had been fully 
implemented, asserting 
that ground realities 
starkly contradict official 
claims. He stated that 
the Congress govern-
ment had not only 
duped farmers with par-
tial implementation of 
farm loan waiver, but 
also failed to release 
three installments of 
Rythu Bharosa financial 
assistance. 
 

Harish Rao challenges 
Revanth Reddy over 
claims in Kerala election 

Special prayers, passion 
plays mark good friday

HYDERABAD 
Wakeup telangana 
 
Thousands of Christians 
across Hyderabad and Se-
cunderabad observed 
Good Friday with solemn 
prayers, fasting, and reli-
gious services, commem-
orating the crucifixion of 
Jesus Christ. Churches 
witnessed large gatherings 
from early morning, 
marking one of the most 
sacred days in the Chris-
tian calendar with deep 
devotion and reflection. 
 Special services were 
held throughout the day, 

including Bible readings, 
hymns, and the “Stations 
of the Cross,” which trace 
the journey of Christ from 
condemnation to burial. 
Many devotees returned 
to churches at 3 pm, tradi-
tionally believed to be the 
hour of Jesus Christ’s 
death, for silent prayers 
and meditation. 
 Several churches organ-
ized Passion Plays, dram-
atizing the trial and 
crucifixion of Christ, 
drawing significant par-
ticipation from the faith-
ful. The “Way of the 
Cross” was also observed, 

with devotees carrying 
wooden crosses to sym-
bolically retrace Christ’s 
final path. 
 Fasting remained a key 
aspect of the observance, 
with many abstaining 
from food as an expres-
sion of faith and humility. 
Devotees followed differ-
ent fasting practices, rang-
ing from skipping meals 
to observing day-long 
fasts, reflecting personal 
spiritual discipline. 
 Good Friday marks a day 
of mourning and intro-
spection for Christians, 
forming a crucial part of 

the 40-day Lenten period, 
which emphasizes repen-
tance and self-reflection. 
 The observance sets the 
stage for Easter Sunday, 
which celebrates the res-
urrection of Jesus Christ 
and symbolizes hope, re-
newal, and joy.  
Churches across the twin 
cities have begun prepara-
tions for Easter, with dec-
orations, lights, and 
flowers adorning places of 
worship. Special services 
and gatherings are 
planned as families come 
together to celebrate the 
festival. 

Hyderabad Metro  
takeover to lessen burden  
on state’s exchequer 

Devotees Observe Fasting, Prayers and Reflection Across Twin Cities

HYDERABAD 
Wakeup telangana 
 
The Telangana govern-
ment has extended the 
deadline for the takeover 
of Hyderabad Metro Rail 
from Larsen & Toubro 
from March 31 to April 30. 
 According to a Deccan 
Chronicle report on Friday, 
April 3, a source had in-
formed that due to the fi-
nancial commitments 
between the state govern-
ment and L&T with regard 
to acquiring the com-
pany’s debt of Rs 13,000 
crore and equity of Rs 
2,000 crore, the process 
has been extended to 
another month. 
 The report also cited offi-
cial sources who informed 
that the state government 
has already secured ap-
proval from the Indian 
Railway Finance Corpora-

tion (IRFC) for a loan 
amounting to Rs 13,000 
crore with low interest 
rates, out of which 75 per 
cent will be paid in Japa-
nese Yen and the remain-
ing 25 per cent in Indian 
rupees.The delay is due to 
the process of obtaining 
the 75 per cent loan 
amount from IRFC in Yen, 
which could take a 
month’s time to be pro-
cessed. 
 According to the DC re-
port, the interest rate on 
Yen is 1.5 to 2 per cent, 
whereas the interest on 
rupee loan is 25 per cent, 
which would bring it to a 
consolidated interest of 
around 3 to 4 per cent, as 
against the present inter-
est rate of 10 per cent 
being paid by L&T to a 
consortium of its lending 
institutions for the Rs 
13,000 crore debt. 

HYDERABAD 
Wakeup telangana 
 
In view of ongoing infras-
tructure works under the 
Hyderabad City Innova-
tive and Transformative 
Infrastructure (H-CITI) 
project, traffic restrictions 
will be imposed in parts 
of Banjara Hills and Jubi-
lee Hills on April 5. 
 
Accordingly, roads sur-
rounding KBR Park will 
operate under a one-way 
trial system between 11 
am and 1 pm, to facilitate 
the construction of a steel 
flyover and underpass. 
 According to traffic po-
lice, commuters travelling 
from NFCL towards SNT, 
Sagar Society, KBR Park 
entrance, and Jubilee Hills 
check post, Road No. 36, 
Road No. 45, and the Dur-
gam Cheruvu Cable 
Bridge are advised to take 
a diversion via NTR Bha-

van, Basavatarakam 
Cancer Hospital, Agrasen 
Island and Omega Hospi-
tal before reaching their 
destinations. 
 Similarly, motorists from 
Yousufguda and Srinagar 
Colony towards Jubilee 
Hills and Madhapur 
should take Indiranagar 
Gadda Road (Road No. 
5), proceed to Venkatagiri 

Junction and continue via 
Road No. 10 and Al-Cazar 
towards Road No. 36 and 
Road No. 45. 
 Hyderabad Traffic offi-
cials clarified that no ‘U-
turns’ will be allowed on 
designated routes during 
the trial period, and com-
muters must strictly fol-
low left-side driving to 
ensure smooth exits. Traf-

fic police personnel will 
be deployed on the 
ground, and signage will 
guide motorists along di-
version routes.Citizens are 
requested to plan their 
travel in advance, use 
navigation apps for real-
time updates or opt for 
public transport and car-
pooling. 
 

Traffic advisory: One-way trial 
near KBR Park for H-CITI project 

Mamata blames ‘Hyderabad cuckoo AIMIM’ for Malda unrest 
HYDERABAD 
Wakeup telangana 
 
West Bengal Chief Minis-
ter Mamata Banerjee on 
Friday, April 3, blamed 
All India Majlis-e-Itteha-
dul Muslimeen (AIMIM) 
for unrest in Malda. 
 She also mocked Union 
Home Minister Amit 
Shah’s announcement that 
he would camp in the 
state for 15 days, declar-
ing that even 365 days 
would not help the BJP 
because “people of Ben-
gal do not like you”. 
 Addressing a poll rally at 
Gazole in Malda district, 
Banerjee turned her guns 
on AIMIM chief Asadud-
din Owaisi without nam-

ing him, accusing the 
“Hyderabad cuckoo of the 
BJP” of engineering the 
protests in Malda in 
which seven judicial of-
ficers engaged in the Spe-
cial Intensive Revision 
(SIR) exercise were con-
fined for hours inside a 
block office.  
 Her remarks came a day 
after Shah, during BJP 
leader Suvendu Adhikari’s 
nomination filing pro-
gramme from Bhabanipur, 

announced that he would 
stay in West Bengal for 15 
days during the election 
campaign, underscoring 
the importance the BJP 
central leadership has at-
tached to the battle for 
Bengal. 
 “Bengal is not Delhi 
where everything can be 
managed through 
agencies and money 
power. You are saying you 
will stay here for 15 days. 
Even if you stay for 365 
days, nothing will happen. 
People here do not like 
you,” Banerjee said, tak-
ing a swipe at Shah. 
 With Malda turning into 
the epicentre of the row 
after Wednesday night’s 
blockade of judicial of-

ficers in Kaliachak-II 
block, Banerjee attempted 
a delicate balancing act — 
condemning the incident 
but simultaneously blam-
ing “outsiders” and oppo-
sition parties for stoking 
the unrest.“One incident 
in Malda has tarnished 
Bengal’s honour. The 
local people are not re-
sponsible for it. They may 
have grievances. But the 
people who trapped the 
judges were outsiders. A 
cuckoo of the BJP has 
come from Hyderabad 
along with some com-
munal people. They are 
behind all this. We have 
caught them red-handed. 
CID picked them up from 
the airport,” she said. 

Members of the Christian community perform The 
Passion of the Christ, depicting the crucifixion of 
Jesus Christ on Good Friday at St. Joseph’s Cathe-
dral in Hyderabad.----Photo: Mir Zulfequar ali


