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India Plans Indigenous
1,000-kg Bomb

The ministry of defence
has initiated the process
for indigenous design and
development of a 1,000-kg
aerial bomb for the Indian
Air Force (IAF), similar to
the Mk-84 class, as part of
efforts to enhance self-reli-
ance. Officials said the
project has been struc-
tured in two phases. The
first phase involves design
and development of six
prototypes, both live and

» CONTINUE ON | PAGE 4

India LPG Flows
Continue As Tanker

Crosses Hormuz

An Indian LPG tanker car-
rying roughly half a day's
cooking gas supply has
successfully crossed the
war-hit Strait of Hormuz,
while another vessel from
Iran has reached the port
of Mangalore, signalling
continued fuel inflows de-
spite regional disrup-
tions."LPG vessel Green
Sanvi has safely transited
the Strait of Hormuz, car-
rying 46,650 tonnes of
LPG cargo with 25 sea-
farers on board," a gov-
ernment statement giving
an update on West Asia
developments said Sat-
urday. Green Sanvi is the
seventh Indian-flagged
LPG tanker to have tran-
sited the strategic water-
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on fee hikes, calls out

Countdown For Removal 0f
LDF Govt Begins: Modi

Prime Minister Narendra Modi Targets LDF, UDF in Kerala; courts Christian voters on FCRA

HYDERABAD
Wakeup telangana

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi sought to allay the
fears of the Christian
community following the
apprehensions over NDA
government’s Foreign
Contribution (Regulation)
Amendment Bill. Ad-
dressing an election rally
in the Christian heartland
of Thiruvalla, Modi al-
leged that the Congress
and LDF have been tell-
ing lies about their char-
acter, constantly
misleading the country.
"When the Citizenship
Amendment Act (CAA)
came, they spread count-
less lies, yet once it was
implemented, there was
no harm to the nation.
They called the films like
Kerala Files, Kashmir
Files, Kerala Story and
Dhurandhar fake, and
spread misinformation.
Now, with the FCRA,
they are spreading similar
lies. Earlier, they tried to
mislead people on the
Uniform Civil Code
(UCO).

The Prime Minister, ho-
wever, stopped short of
clarifying or explaining

4 .

his government's position
on FCRA. Modi said if
the NDA is voted to
power in Kerala , the state
will witness development
of the next level. "We will
work on finding solutions
to the problems faced by
fishermen and farmers,"
he said. The Prime Minis-
ter said an electrifying at-
mosphere is being
witnessed across Kerala,
which indicates the faith
bestowed by the people in
the NDA. "I’ve had the
chance to watch this at-
mosphere closely, having
visited earlier as well. But
this time the wind is
blowing differently, and
the mood of the people
has changed. Kerala is on
the verge of the biggest
transformation. On May
4, the end of the LDF mis-

Bank In Shanghai To Fund 2 Elevated Corridors

NEW DELHI
Wakeup telangana

The New Development
Bank (NDB), headquar-
tered in Shanghai, will
fund the two major el-
evated corridor projects in
the city, aimed at easing
traffic congestion in the
core areas. Both corridors
start at Paradise Junction
in Secunderabad, one
going to Shamirpet on the
Outer Ring Road junction
on Rajiv Rahadari (SH-
01), and the other to Dairy
Farm Road on NH-44.
The project cost has been
estimated at X5,106 crore,
of which the NDB will
provide 23,574 crore, or
70 per cent. Official

sources said the state gov-
ernment would soon enter
into a formal agreement
with the NDB. The bank
has agreed to extend the
loan at a lower interest
rate compared to commer-
cial banks in India,
sources added.

The government has ac-
corded administrative
sanction for the project
cost, allocating 33,619
crore for the SH-01 corri-
dor towards Shamirpet
and %1,487 crore for the
NH-44 corridor, to be ex-
ecuted with external assis-
tance from the
Shanghai-based lender.
Permission has been
granted to upload the pre-
liminary project proposal
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report (PPR) on the Niti
Aayog platform for
further processing with
the Government of India
and the NDB, which has
expressed its willingness
to fund the initiative.

As per the PPR, the state
government’s share stands
at 1,532 crore (30 per
cent), while external as-
sistance will cover the re-
maining 23,574 crore (70
per cent). Land acqui-
sition costs have been
pegged at 31,565.65 crore
for the SH-01 corridor
and %375.03 crore for the
NH-44 corridor. Construc-
tion costs are estimated at
%2,232.89 crore and
%652.08 crore respec-
tively.

rule is clear.

The countdown for the
LDF government has
begun. For the first time
in Kerala, a BJP-NDA
government will come to
power," he said. Modi
said, "Three days ago,
when I was in Delhi, I had
a phone meeting with BJP
workers of Kerala regard-
ing 'Mera Booth Sabse
Majboot.” More than
5,000 Shakti Kendras and
the BJP’s 1.25 lakh
workers joined me for 30
to 40 minutes. I could
gauge that the people of
Kerala have ensured the
exit of the LDF govern-
ment. | thank all BJP and
NDA workers who are
working hard in this elec-
tion," he said.

Meanwhile, the FCRA
issue had triggered huge

ID(V) Likely to Lose
RS Deputy
Chairman Post to TD

The JD(U) not only stares
at the possibility of losing
the "big brother" tag in the
Bihar NDA, but the Nitish
Kumar-led party, accord-
ing to speculation, may
also be denied the Rajya
Sabha's deputy chair-
man's post. The Telugu
Desam (TD), another NDA
ally, is eyeing the deputy
chairman's post, which will
fall vacant after JD(U)'s
Harivansh demits the of-
fice on April 9. The south-
ern party has 16 Lok
Sabha and two Rajya
Sabha MPs. Harivansh,
who was holding the post,
has not been renominated
to the Upper House. His

» FULL REPORT ON | PAGE 4

protests in Kerala, with
major Christian denomi-
nations coming out
strongly against the
amendment. The India Al-
liance MPs had also
staged a protest outside
the Parliament. The vehe-
ment opposition ex-
pressed by Christian
denominations, who felt
that the provisions could
be used to target minority
institutions, forced the
Centre to put the Bill on
hold. The state leadership
cautioned the Central
leadership regarding the
possible backlash the
party could suffer during
the upcoming Assembly
elections.’

Modi said Kerala’s faith,
beliefs, and culture should
be preserved, and Kerala
should move forward on
the path of devel-
opment—this is our re-
solve. The Prime Minister
said barring one, the NDA
is ruling in all states in the
North East, which has a
sizeable population of
Christians. The devel-
opment brought in these
states by NDA govern-
ments now was never wit-
nessed in the last 60
years.

L TR congress workers attack Gajwel LR el
MLA camp office; police
remain mute spectators: P2

elections: Thisis a
resounding victory for
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CM Revanth Gives Basara
Temple A 3225crore Fillip

Revanth Reddy directed that stringent regulations be
implemented to preserve the sanctity of the temple premises.

NEW DELHI
Wakeup telangana

Chief Minister A. Revanth
Reddy has sanctioned
%225 crore for the devel-
opment of the Goddess
Saraswti temple at Basara
and will lay the founda-
tion stone for the project
on Monday. Stating that
the project must be ex-
ecuted in an exceptional
manner, the CM directed
officials to ensure that all
works respect devotees’
sentiments and strictly ad-
here to traditional reli-
gious practices. Keeping
in view the growing in-
flux of pilgrims and future
requirements, Revanth
Reddy instructed officials
to plan wider roads and
significantly upgrade in-
frastructure around the
temple. He also proposed
permitting only electric
vehicles in the temple vi-
cinity to maintain a clean
and serene environment.
The Chief Minister was
speaking at a review
meeting with senior offi-
cials to finalise the master
plan for the temple’s de-
velopment. Officials pre-
sented a master plan,
following which the Chief
Minister suggested sev-

eral modifications. He di-
rected that stringent regu-
lations be implemented to
preserve the sanctity of
the temple premises. He
said that, on the lines of
Tirumala, political activ-
ities should not be al-
lowed within the temple
premises.

Revanth Reddy instructed
the officials to frame new
regulations in the func-
tioning of all temples ac-
ross the state on the lines
of Tirumala temple. The
Chief Minister stressed
that spirituality should be
given top priority and
maintain the sanctity of
the temples by prohibiting
political party meetings,
hoisting flags and demon-
strations in the temple
premises. He underscored
the need to develop a suit-
able plantation within the

temple premises in Basara
to ensure that the entire
area is adorned with ma-
jestic trees in the future.
Establishment of a health-
care centre with an adequ-
ate number of doctors and
medical staff to provide
medical services to the
devotees during Godavari
Pushkaralu and other fes-
tivities was also discussed
in the meeting.

To control the increasing
vehicle traffic in the tem-
ple areas, the Chief Minis-
ter issued strict orders that
the vehicles of prominent
dignitaries and VIPs
should also be parked out-
side the temple complex
and that they should be
provided EV for the rest
of the visit. Revanth
Reddy said instructed the
officials to formulate

p CONTINUE ON | PAGE 4

Iran Says No to Islamabad's Attempt to Play Peace Broker

NEW DELHI
Wakeup telangana

Islamabad's attempt to
position itself as a medi-
ator in the West Asia con-
flict has come to naught
with the Iranian side re-
fusing to meet any US
led delegation in Paki-
stan, reports the Wall
Street Journal. Iran has
also called the list of de-
mands from the US as
unacceptable, pushing
the possibility of an early
resolution to the crisis to
the back burner. Pakistan
had staked its diplomatic
heft by pitching itself as
a mediator claiming to

have been behind mes-
saging to both the Iranian
and US sides. However,
it appears that with this
significant trust deficit
the Iranians are reluctant
to let Islambad play any
role in negotiations.
However, some hope
was ignited as reports
suggested that Iran could

move towards a media-
tion effort brokered by
Qatar, another key player
in the region. Meanwhile,
tensions have escalated
in the region after the re-
ports of a missing US air-
man after a US aircraft
was downed by the Ira-
nians and the taking
down of another US A-10
plane. US President Don-
ald Trump withheld de-
tails regarding the
potential US response
should a missing crew
member, forced to eject
over Iran, be harmed or
captured, The President
declined to specify a
course of action during a

brief telephone interview
with The Independent on
Friday.

When questioned by The
Independent about the
measures he might take if
the airman is mistreated
by Iranian forces, Trump
stated, "Well, I can't com-
ment on it because we
hope that's not going to
happen."The Iranians say
their forces have now ex-
ecuted Wave 93 of their
retaliatory campaign
against US-Israel. IRGC
claimed to have dealt
precise blows to critical
Israeli military staging
grounds deep inside the
p CONTINUE ON | PAGE 4

2 US aircraft shot down as war in Iran escalates

NEW DELHI
Wakeup telangana

Iran shot down two U.S.
military planes in sep-
arate attacks Friday, with
one service member res-
cued and at least one
missing, in a dramatic
escalation since the war
began nearly five weeks
ago.

It was the first time U.S.
aircraft have been
downed in the conflict
and came just two days
after President Donald
Trump said in a national

address that the U.S. has
“beaten and completely
decimated Iran” and was
“going to finish the job,
and we’re going to finish
it very fast.”

One fighter jet was shot
down in Iran, officials
said. A U.S. crew
member from that plane
was rescued, but a sec-
ond was missing, and a
U.S. military search-and-
rescue operation was un-
derway.

Neither the White
House nor Pentagon re-
leased public infor-

mation about the
downed planes. In a
brief telephone interview
with NBC News, Trump
declined to discuss the
search-and-rescue efforts

but said what happened
would not affect negotia-
tions with Iran.“No, not
at all. No, it’s war,” he
said.

Separately, Iranian state

media said a U.S. A-10
attack aircraft crashed in
the Persian Gulf after
being struck by Iranian
defense forces.A U.S. of-
ficial who spoke on con-
dition of anonymity to
discuss a sensitive mili-
tary situation said earlier
that it was not clear if
the aircraft crashed or
was shot down or
whether Iran was in-
volved. Neither the
status of the crew nor
exactly where it went
down was immediately
known. Those incidents

came as Iran fired on tar-
gets across the Middle
East on Friday, keeping
the pressure on Israel
and its Gulf Arab neigh-
bors despite U.S. and Is-
raeli insistence that
Iran’s military capabil-
ities have been all but
destroyed.Neither the
White House nor the
Pentagon released public
information about the
downed planes. But the
Pentagon notified the
House Armed Services
Committee that the
status of a second serv-
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Congress workers attack Gajwel MLA
camp office; police remain mute spectators

Congress workers allegedly led by DCC president T Anksha Reddy stormed and vandalised the Gajwel MLA camp office. BRS leaders condemned the
incident, blamed the Congress government and called for a Gajwel town bandh on Sunday

HYDERABAD
Wakeup telangana

In what is apparently a premed-
itated action, Congress workers
stormed the Gajwel MLA camp
office on Saturday and ransacked
it, even while scores of po-
licemen on bandobust remained
mute spectators.

The Saturday raid was orches-
trated by DCC president T Ank-
sha Reddy, who led the Congress
workers who went on a rampage.
They broke the main gate, tore
down the curtains, damaged win-
dow panes and threw loose soil
all over the place while raising
slogans against BRS president K
Chandrashekhar Rao, who repre-
sents Gajwel in the Assembly.
The Congress workers were car-
rying the portrait of Chief Minis-
ter A Revanth Reddy. The
security staff of the building who
tried to stop them were assaulted
and threatened with dire con-
sequences, even as the police
watched.

)

As the news about the attack on
Gajwel camp office spread, hun-
dreds of BRS workers led by con-
stituency in-charge Vanteru
Pratap Reddy rushed to the build-
ing, only to be stopped by the po-
lice. After heated arguments and
some jostling, the police allowed
them into the building premises.
The BRS leaders examined the
damage and lodged a complaint
with the Gajwel police demand-
ing action against those who were
responsible for the entire damage.

In the wake of this incident, the
police stepped up security at
Anksha Reddy’s residence and
Congress party office. Mean-
while, the BRS party called for
Gajwel town bandh on Sunday, to
register their protest against the

Congress attack. Several BRS
leaders including legislator and
former minister T Harish Rao
condemned the attack. Harish
Rao held Chief Minister A Re-
vanth Reddy responsible for the
attack on the MLA camp office.

BRSMLAs, ML Cs and senior leaders

condemnattack on KCR’s camp office in Gajwel

MHABUBNAGAR
Wakeup telangana

alling the attack on the Leader of
Opposition K Chandrashekhar
Rao’s camp office by Congress
leaders in Gajwel on Saturday
utterly reprehensible, the BRS
MLASs, MLCs, and senior leaders
wanted the proponents of democ-
racy to condemn the act of hooli-
ganism in unison.

Former Minister V Srinivas
Goud described the attack on the
BRS president’s camp office as
an attack on the Telangana
people. He came down heavily
on the Congress leaders for forc-
ibly placing Chief Minister A

Revanth Reddy’s portrait in the
Opposition Leader’s camp office.
“Does Congress and Leader of
Opposition in Parliament MP
Rahul Gandhi place Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi’s portrait in
his office?”” Goud asked at a
press conference.

BRS MLC Deshapathi Srinivas
charged that police and admin-
istrative machinery, far from pre-
venting this anarchy, stood by as
mute spectators. This signals a
systemic breakdown, he said.
“Instigating attacks on Opposi-
tion Leader’s offices is a clear
testament to the existential crisis,
psychological distress, and deep-
seated insecurity.

Kavitha slams govt inaction on fee

hikes, calls out “corporate collusion’

HYDERABAD
Wakeup telangana

Kalvakuntla Kavitha,
President of Telangana
Jagruti, has launched a
strong attack on the state
government over its fai-
lure to regulate escalating
fees in corporate educa-
tional institutions. She al-
leged that a growing
nexus between authorities
and private education
lobbies is placing an un-
bearable financial burden
on middle-class families
across Telangana.
Kavitha questioned the
government’s lack of ur-
gency in addressing what
she termed as “fee ex-
ploitation,” asking why
special Assembly sessions
cannot be convened to
safeguard the interests of
lakhs of parents. Drawing
a comparison, she pointed
out that significant na-
tional issues such as the
Women’s Reservation Bill
received priority attention,
while pressing concerns

affecting common citizens
continue to be neglected.
She demanded the imme-
diate introduction of a
comprehensive fee regula-
tion law to ensure trans-
parency, accountability,
and fairness in the educa-
tion sector. Expressing
concern over delays, Ka-
vitha highlighted that the
draft bill prepared by the
Telangana Education
Commission remains
pending, allowing corpo-
rate institutions to hike
fees unchecked.

Warning of serious con-
sequences, she said the
continued inaction is
eroding the financial sta-

bility of ordinary families
and pushing many into
distress.

Kavitha also raised
doubts about possible tacit
understandings between
the government and cor-
porate education players,
stating that such indiffer-
ence reflects misplaced
priorities and a disconnect
from public concerns.

Meanwhile, Telangana
Jagruti, in collaboration
with the Hind Mazdoor
Sabha (HMS)), is set to or-
ganize a round table meet-
ing titled “Save
Singareni” on April 5,
2026, at its Banjara Hills
office.

The meeting will bring to-
gether Kavitha, HMS
General Secretary Riaz
Ahmed, and several trade
union leaders to deliberate
on critical issues affecting

Singareni, including pend-
ing dues, medical board
concerns, compassionate
appointments, and long-
term sustainability
strategies.

SIR Awareness Program Launched in Telangana

MHABUBNAGAR
Wakeup telangana

The Special Intensive Re-
vision (SIR) program for
the rectification and up-
dating of voter lists has
officially commenced ac-
ross Telangana. As part of
this initiative, various
awareness camps are
being organized at multi-
ple locations to educate
and assist the general pub-
lic.In Division 14, a sig-
nificant Voter Mapping
Camp was conducted
under the leadership of
Corporator Md Imran
Shareef (AIMIM). The
camp aimed to provide
citizens with essential in-

formation regarding the
importance of their fran-
chise and the procedures
for correcting details in
the electoral rolls.Event
LogisticsThe camp was
held at the Municipal
Community Hall, located
beside the Fire Station,
Supervision and Field

StaffTo ensure the suc-
cessful execution of the
verification process, ICDS
Supervisor Waseema Sul-
thana oversaw the opera-
tions. The following
Booth Level Officers
(BLOs) were actively en-
gaged in providing serv-
ices:K. Sridevi, K.

Bhagya Laxmi, P. Manju
Rani, A. Sandhya Rani, K.
Manjula, Alivela, B. Uma
Devi, and G. Aruna.
Guidelines for Citizens
Under the SIR program,
BLOs may also conduct
door-to-door verification.
The administration has is-
sued the following direc-
tives for all residents:
Maintain original doc-
uments along with photo-
copies for immediate
verification.Cross-verify
that names and other per-
sonal particulars are accu-
rately recorded in the
voter list.Utilize these
specialized camps to rec-
tify any discrepancies in
existing voter IDs.

Dasari Vishal Appointed National Vice President NSCRPA

HYDERABAD
Wakeup telangana

Dasari Vishal, a resident
of Musheerabad in Hy-
derabad, has been unan-
imously elected as the
National Vice President
of the National Sched-
uled Castes Rights Pro-
tection Association. The
decision was taken at
the general body meet-
ing held at Dr. B.R. Am-
bedkar Bhavan, Lower
Tank Bund, under the
HHEI of National
President Raju Ustad.
Following the election,

Raju Ustad handed over
the appointment letter to
Vishal. Speaking on the
occasion, Vishal ex-
pressed gratitude to the
national leadership for
placing their trust in
him and assigning him
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the responsibility. He
affirmed his commit-
ment to work tirelessly
towards the ideals of Dr.
B.R. Ambedkar.

Vishal stated that he
would strive to establish
a society based on lib-

erty, equality, and frater-
nity, as envisioned by
Ambedkar. He also
pledged to fight against
atrocities and injustices
faced by Scheduled
Castes and to oppose
the indifferent attitude
of central and state gov-
ernments towards their
welfare.

The meeting was at-
tended by National
Working President
Rayikanti Narsing Rao,
General Secretary Hari-
krishna, and Telangana
State President Vaidya-
nath, among others.

Panduranga Reddy Cal

Is for Massive

Turnout to Kavitha’s Party Launch

HYDERABAD
Wakeup telangana

A new political chapter in
Telangana is set to begin
on April 25, with the an-
nouncement of a new
party under the leadership
of Kavitha. The party’s
launch event will be held
at Advaya Convention in
Medchal, with leaders cal-
ling for massive public
participation from youth
and women across the
state.

The announcement was
made during a review
meeting held in Shankar-
pally on April 4, where
senior leaders, including
Kappati Panduranga
Reddy and Ramidi Venkat
Reddy, unveiled the official
poster of the party forma-
tion. They stated that the
new party will stand for Te-

langana identity and prior-
itize social justice as its
core agenda.

Addressing the media, the
leaders emphasized that
the party aims to repre-
sent marginalized com-
munities and bring
inclusive development.
They alleged that existing
opposition parties have
failed to challenge the
government effectively
and claimed that Kavitha
has been leading a lone

fight for the people.
Highlighting the role of
women, the leaders de-
scribed the party as a
movement driven by
women’s empowerment.
They urged large-scale
participation in the April 25
public meeting, calling it a
historic moment that could
reshape Telangana’s politi-
cal landscape. Several
local leaders and activists
attended the meeting.

Advocates Protection B]Jl 1S Hlstorlc MLA SI‘l Ganesh

HYDERABAD
Wakeup telangana

The Advocates Protec-
tion Bill in Telangana is a
historic step, said Can-
tonment MLA Sri Ga-
nesh. He thanked Chief
Minister A. Revanth
Reddy and the Congress
government for introduc-
ing and passing the bill
in the Assembly. On Sat-
urday, members of the
Telangana Legal Cell
Students Association
met the MLA at his office
in Picket and expressed
their gratitude. Speaking

on the occasion, Sri Ga-
nesh stated that the bill
reflects the govern-
ment’s commitment to
protecting advocates. He
also revealed that propo-
sals for a stipend for jun-

ior lawyers and the es-
tablishment of a Law
Academy are under con-
sideration. He appreci-
ated the association
members for their efforts
and support.

Government
Committed to Public
Welfare: Govt Whip
Yennam Srinivas

%5 Lakh Insurance
Scheme for Ration Card
Holders from June 2
MAHBUBNAGAR: Gov-
ernment Whip and
Mahbubnagar MLA, Shri
Yennam Srinivas Reddy,
reaffirmed that the state
government is steadfast in
its commitment to the wel-
fare of the poor and
needy. He made these re-
marks while attending as
the chief guest at the MLA
Camp Office to distribute
Kalyana Lakshmi and
Shaadi Mubarak checks to
109 beneficiaries from the
Mahbubnagar Rural Man-
dal.Fulfilling Promises for
the PeopleAddressing the
gathering, Yennam Srini-
vas Reddy stated that
since the "People's Gov-
ernment" came into
power, several landmark
schemes have been im-
plemented, including free
bus travel for women and
crop loan waivers up to %2
lakh for farmers. He criti-
cized the previous admin-
istration, noting that not a
single new ration card was
issued in the last decade.
In contrast, the current
government is issuing
cards to eligible families
and providing fine rice
(Sanna Biyyam) through
fair price shops.New In-
surance Scheme and Free
PowerThe Government
Whip highlighted two

Venhat Prasad Injured, Leaders Wish SpeedyRecovery

HYDERABAD
Wakeup telangana

District wrestler A. Venkat Prasad is re-
covering after undergoing surgery for an
ankle fracture sustained during the
Khelo India Tribal Wrestling Champion-
ship in Raipur, Chhattisgarh, and is cur-

rently resting at home.

TPCC General Secretary and District
Wrestling Association Honorary Pres-
ident Naga Seetharamulu visited him
and expressed confidence in his speedy
recovery, urging him to return stronger
and bring laurels to the district. Venkat
Prasad had displayed remarkable per-
formance in the championship, winning
two rounds dominantly before suffering
the injury during the quarterfinal bout.

He has consistently excelled at national-
level events, including university wres-
tling championships, Federation Cup,

and SAI senior competitions, earning
multiple medals and recognition.Praising
his achievements, Seetharamulu said
Venkat Prasad has brought pride to the
district and hoped he would soon resume
training and continue his winning
streak.District Wrestling Association
General Secretary P. Kashi Hussain,
Vice President Adinarayana, coaches,
and senior players were also present.

Telangana advances
SA-ll exams for
Classes | to IX

The School Education de-
partment on Thursday ad-
vanced the Summative
Assessment (SA)-Il examina-
tions, which will now com-
mence on April 8. Earlier, the
exams for Classes | to IX
were scheduled to be held
from April 10. The depart-
ment rescheduled the SA-II
exams in view of the Telan-
gana Open School Society’s
SSC and Intermediate Public
Examinations.

The SA-ll exams, as per the
revised schedule, will con-
clude on April 18. All Re-
gional Directors of School
Education and District Edu-
cational Officers have been
asked to issue necessary in-
structions to schools regard-
ing the rescheduling of the
SA-Il examination timetable.

Karwan MLA Kausar Mohiuddin Reviews SIR Mappmg Work

HYDERABAD
Wakeup telangana

Kausar Mohiuddin con-
ducted a door-to-door in-
spection of the ongoing
Special Intensive Re-
vision (SIR) booth-level
mapping across Karwan
constituency, reviewing
progress and ensuring ac-
curacy in voter verifica-
tion. BLOs are actively
carrying out mapping
based on the 2002 voter
list to streamline records
and eliminate discrep-
ancies. AIMIM’s former
corporators, primary unit
presidents, and party

workers are actively sup-
porting officials on the
ground, assisting residents
and guiding them through
the process to ensure
every eligible citizen is

- thorities and party repre-

included in the electoral
rolls.The initiative aims to
strengthen voter data ac-
curacy and transparency
ahead of upcoming elec-
toral processes. Au-

sentatives have appealed
to residents to cooperate

~ with BLOs during verifi-

cation visits and to utilize
the AIMIM Help Desk for
any assistance or clarifi-
cations regarding voter
registration and updates.
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Early Bird
Property Tax
Scheme in
CURE Area

The Early Bird scheme
for 2026-27 has com-
menced in the Core
Urban Region Economy
(CURE) area, offering a
five per cent discount on
property tax if dues for
the current financial year
are paid in full by April
30. The scheme is appli-
cable across Greater Hy-
derabad Municipal
Corporation (GHMC), Cy-
berabad Municipal Cor-
poration (CMC) and
Malkajgiri Municipal Cor-
poration (MMC), but not
on arrears.

In 2025-26, the three
corporations together col-
lected %2,558.80 crore in
property tax, with CMC
generating the highest
revenue at ¥1,000.36
crore, followed by GHMC
(%995.82 crore) and
MMC (%562 crore). On
March 31 alone, 162.94
crore was collected, while
the month’s total stood at
%453.98 crore. Ad-
ditionally, under the one-
time settlement scheme,
548 crore was collected
that day, including ¥233
crore from GHMC, %189
crore from CMC and
%126 crore from MMC.
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After GM Now Dv M I]E[l["es lie§ Municipal Chairperson elections:
on SIX guarantees In Keralam

HYDERABAD
Wakeup telangana

It’s now the turn of the
Deputy Chief Minister
Mallu Bhatti Vikramarka
to peddle lies. The Deputy
CM, who is currently in
Keralam to campaign for
the Congress party in the
ensuing elections, re-
peated the same lies ut-
tered by the Chief
Minister A Revanth
Reddy over implementa-
tion of six guarantees,
especially over filling up
government job va-
cancies.

Mallu Bhatti Vikramarka
participated in the cam-
paign for the United Dem-
ocratic Front (UDF) in
Pathanamthitta constit-
uency and other parts of
Keralam on Saturday. At
different election rallies,
he asserted that nearly all
the election promises
made by the Congress in

Telangana have been im-
plemented within two
years. He had even gone
to the extent of offering to
show detailed accounts as
“the Finance Minister”.

In his speeches, he
claimed that the Congress
government had also
filled up 70,000 govern-
ment jobs within two
years. On March 25, he
went on record in the Te-
langana Assembly that the
Congress government had
filled up to 16,978 posts
after it came to power. It
had also completed the re-
cruitment process for
50,785 posts which began
during the previous BRS

government. In all the
government had filled

67,673 posts.

The claim of both the
Deputy CM and the CM
about jobs being provided
and the six guarantees
being implemented is
hotly contested in Telan-
gana with political ob-
servers and opposition
parties launching a scath-
ing criticism against the
Congress government for
not honouring its electoral
promises. However, both
Revanth Reddy and Mallu
Bhatti Vikramarka appear
to have swept this criti-
cism under the carpet.

Interestingly, Bhatti Vik-
ramarka had also criti-
cized the Left Democratic
Front (LDF) for failing to
fulfill the promises made
during the previous elec-
tions. Even while his gov-
ernment acquired the
notoriety as the “20 per
cent commission govern-

ment” in Telangana,
Bhatti Vikramarka sought
to highlight the irregular-
ities in the Sabarimala
temple and how senior
citizens in Keralam were
being neglected without
adequate welfare and sup-
port.

The Congress govern-
ment in Telangana in its
manifesto had promised to
provide a monthly pen-
sion of Rs. 4,000 to senior
citizens. But, post elec-
tions, even after two years
the promise has not been
fulfilled. The other burn-
ing issue he chose to
brush under the carpet are
the protests being staged
by retired employees de-
manding payment of their
retirement benefits.

Interestingly, the Deputy
Chief Minister expressed
concern that Keralam,
once known for secular
values, and strong human-
istic traditions.

"This is a resounding victory for

democracy, says KTR

HYDERABAD
Wakeup telangana

BRS working president
KT Rama Rao on Sat-
urday described the
party’s success in the
Municipal Chairperson
elections in Kyathan-
palli, Mancherial district
and Ibrahimpatnam in
Rangareddy district as
a “resounding victory
for democracy.” He said
the party had secured
these wins despite what
he termed as atrocities
by the ruling Congress
to influence the out-
come. He congratulated
the newly elected Mu-
nicipal Chairpersons
and Vice-Chairper-
sons.<

Taking to X, Rama Rao
praised the councillors
for remaining united
and resisting alleged in-
ducements and pres-
sure exerted by the
ruling party to seize
these seats through un-

ethical means. He said
their determination
helped the party retain
the municipalities.

“The fighting spirit
demonstrated by the
CPI comrades — our
allies in an effort to cap-
ture the Kyathanpalli

Municipality — is truly in-
spiring,” Rama Rao
said.

The BRS leader said
the results showed that
there was no place in
Telangana for intimida-
tion, corruption or unde-
mocratic practices.
These results have also
established that the
countdown has begun
for the ruling Congress
party, which, in a mere

two-and-a-half years,
has already accumu-
lated severe public re-
sentment, he
stated.Assuring support
to party workers, Rama
Rao said the BRS
would continue to stand
by its cadre, who, he
said, had put up a
strong fight in both Pan-
chayat and Municipal
elections.

He called on party
members to draw inspi-
ration from the victories
and continue their ef-
forts against the Con-
gress government led
by Chief Minister A Re-
vanth Reddy. Rama
Rao also congratulated
party leaders, including
Mancherial district pres-
ident Balka Suman and
Rangareddy district
president Manchireddy
Kishan Reddy and
Manchireddy Prashanth
Kumar Reddy (bunty),
for their role in the vic-
tories.

Hyderabad police promote
defensive driving skills to
promote road safely

HYDERABAD

Karchal Village I]evelopment Issues Raised Before Damodar Rajanarsimha

HYDERABAD
Wakeup telangana

Former Sarpanch of Karchal vil-
lage, Kapu Srinivas Reddy, hus-
band of the current Sarpanch
Smt. Urmila, met Telangana State
Health, Medical & Family Wel-
fare and Science & Technology

tion.A major concern raised was
the acute shortage of drinking
water, especially during the
summer months. Srinivas Reddy
urged the government to take
proactive measures to ensure a
consistent and adequate water
supply, emphasizing that villagers
are facing severe hardships due to

cruitment to improve the quality
of education for students in the
village.

In addition to these issues, dis-
cussions also covered sanitation
challenges, irregular electricity
supply, and the need for overall
infrastructure development in
Karchal.Responding positively,

water scarcity.
On the education front, he

Damodar Rajanarsimha assured
that all concerns would be re-

Minister Damodar Rajanarsimha

Wakeup telangana .
to discuss a range of devel-

With road accidents con-
tinuing to claim thou-
sands of lives on city
roads and across the
State, police officials and
road safety experts are
now emphasising ‘defen-
sive driving’ as a critical
life-saving skill. They
stress that adopting this
approach, which focuses
on anticipating risks and
avoiding potential haz-
ards, could significantly
reduce both accidents and
fatalities.

According to officials,
nearly 8,000 people lost
their lives in road acci-
dents across the State last
year. What is more con-
cerning is that 70 to 80
per cent of these deaths
are believed to be pre-
ventable through simple
precautions and respon-
sible driving behaviour.
In Hyderabad, around
3,000 accidents are re-
ported annually, with
two-wheeler riders and
pedestrians forming a
major share of the vic-
tims. Hyderabad Police
point out that human
error accounts for nearly
80 per cent of road
mishaps. “Rash driving,

overspeeding, failure to
follow traffic rules, and
lack of awareness are
among the leading
causes. In this context,
defensive driving is being
promoted not just as a
skill, but as a necessary
mindset for all road
users,” said Joint Com-
missioner of Police (Traf-
fic) Joel Davis.

During awareness pro-
grammes conducted in
educational institutions,
students are being trained
to remain alert, maintain
safe speeds, and antici-
pate the actions of other
drivers.

Traffic officials say that
such training helps young
motorists develop better
judgment and reaction
time, ultimately prevent-
ing dangerous situations.

Meanwhile, road safety
experts recommend that
two-wheeler riders, who
are particularly vulner-

able, should strictly ad-
here to safety measures
such as limiting speed to
40 to 60 kmph, wearing
ISI-certified helmets, and
using mirrors and indi-
cators effectively. Motor-
ists also need to exercise
caution while merging
onto main roads, follow
lane discipline, and avoid
risky behaviours like tri-
ple riding or overtaking
stationary vehicles from
the side.

They stressed that defen-
sive driving practices can
play a transformative role
in making roads safer and
saving countless lives.
What is Defensive Driv-
ing?

Defensive driving is a
safe driving approach
where a driver stays alert,
anticipates potential
dangers, and takes proac-
tive steps to avoid acci-
dents even if other road
users make mistakes.

opmental issues affecting the vil-
lage.During the meeting, Srinivas
Reddy highlighted several press-
ing concerns requiring immediate
government intervention. He
drew the Minister’s attention to
the poor condition of internal and
approach roads in Karchal, stat-
ing that damaged roads are caus-
ing inconvenience to residents

and posing safety risks. He re-
quested urgent repairs and up-
grades to improve connectivity
and ensure smoother transporta-

pointed out the lack of basic in-
frastructure in the local govern-
ment school. Issues such as
insufficient classrooms, absence
of proper drinking water facil-
ities, inadequate toilets, and lack
of furniture were brought to the
Minister’s notice. He also
stressed the shortage of teaching
staff and requested immediate re-

viewed with the concerned de-
partments and necessary steps
would be taken at the earliest to
address them.Srinivas Reddy ex-
pressed confidence that the gov-
ernment would extend full
support and ensure comprehen-
sive development of Karchal vil-
lage.

Hyderabad Gears Up for Grand Party
Foundation Day & Union Mmlster S Visu

HYDERABAD
Wakeup telangana

An urgent preparatory
meeting was held in Hy-
derabad under District
President Niranjan Yadav
to organize the Party
Foundation Day celebra-
tions on April 5 and 6,
along with a workshop for
active members and
workers. The meeting also
focused on arrangements
for the visit of Union
Minister Bandi Sanjay
Kumar to the IS Sadan
Division.

Leaders discussed de-
tailed plans to ensure

smooth execution and
large-scale participation.
Key attendees included
District General Sec-
retaries Edla Pandarinath,
Srinath, and Bokka Mad-
husudan, along with State
Senior Citizen Convener
Subhash Chander Ji and
several senior leaders and
local representatives.

The leadership empha-

sized unity, coordination,
and active involvement
from all cadres. They ex-
pressed confidence that
the upcoming celebrations
and the Minister’s visit
will be conducted suc-
cessfully, showcasing the
party’s organizational
strength and enthusiasm at
the grassroots level.

MLA Kausar Mohiuddin
Inspects Drain Works In Kalwan

HYDERABAD
Wakeup telangana

Kausar Mohiuddin in-
spected ongoing box
drain works from Jinsi
Chowraha Government
School, Hakeempet to
Balkalpur Nala along with
officials from Greater Hy-
derabad Municipal Cor-
poration and Hyderabad
Urban Development Au-
thority.

The inspection aimed to
review progress and ad-
dress civic issues in the
area. Local leaders, the
primary unit president,
and party workers partici-
pated. The visit focused

on improving drainage in-
frastructure and ensuring
timely completion of the
project to prevent water-
logging problems.

Hyderabad Pays Tribute to Ambedkar Couple (alls for Social Action

HYDERABAD
Wakeup telangana

A grand commemorative
event marking the wed-
ding anniversary of Mata
Ramabai Ambedkar and
Dr. B.R. Ambedkar was
held at Jai Bhim Bhavan
in Humayun Nagar on
Saturday evening, with a
strong message to uphold
their legacy of social jus-
tice, equality, and serv-
ice.Organized by the Mata
Ramabai Ambedkar Ma-
hila Mandali, the program
commenced at 6:30 PM
with the garlanding of
portraits, as members and
attendees gathered to pay

heartfelt tributes to the
iconic couple.Addressing
the gathering, Yermala
Shivraj, State Vice Pres-
ident of the Republican
Party of India (Athawale),
highlighted Mata Rama-
bai’s immense sacrifices,
describing her as the “si
lent force” behind Am-

bedkar’s success. He em-
phasized that her unwa-
vering support during his
higher education abroad
laid a strong foundation
for his achievements.Re-
calling their history, Shiv-
raj noted the couple’s
humble 1906 wedding in
Mumbeai and their deep

bond built on mutual re-
spect.

He also mentioned that
Ambedkar dedicated his
book Thoughts on Paki-
stan to Ramabai, honoring
her contribution to his
journey.Presiding over the
event, A. Jamuna and
other members urged the
community to move bey-
ond symbolic tributes and
actively work for the up-
liftment of marginalized
sections.

The program concluded
with a collective pledge to
carry forward Ambedkar’s
vision of education, em-
powerment, and social
transformation.

OBC Census Demand Intensifies at Hyderabad Meet

HYDERABAD
Wakeup telangana

Former Minister V. Srini-
vas Goud on Sunday de-
manded that the Central
government immediately
include OBC com-
munities in the national
census, warning that con-
tinued exclusion would
lead to large-scale injus-
tice. He was speaking at a
roundtable meeting held
at Somajiguda Press Club
in Hyderabad, organized
by political parties and
caste organizations.Goud
criticized the current cen-
sus approach, stating that

only SC and ST popula-
tions are officially
counted, while OBCs are
grouped under “others,”
denying them accurate
representation.

He argued that this lack
of data is the primary rea-
son why reservations for
Backward Classes remain

unimplemented at the na-
tional level.He pointed
out that while states like
Karnataka, Punjab, and
Bihar have attempted BC
reservations, only Tamil
Nadu has a legally sound
framework.

He further alleged that
promises made during

Prime Ministerial elec-
tions to conduct a BC cen-
sus were meant to mislead
voters.Highlighting that
OBC:s constitute nearly 80
crore people in India,
Goud said successive gov-
ernments have failed to
ensure their political and
economic empowerment.
He also questioned the ab-
sence of a dedicated OBC
ministry and adequate
budget allocation.Former
MP V. Hanumantha Rao
and several BC leaders
participated, calling for a
nationwide movement to
secure justice for OBC
communities.
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India LPG Flows Continue As Tanker Crosses
Hormuz, Iranian Gargo Reaches Mangalore

NEW DELHI
Wakeup telangana

An Indian LPG tanker car-
rying roughly half a day's
cooking gas supply has
successfully crossed the
war-hit Strait of Hormuz,
while another vessel from
Iran has reached the port
of Mangalore, signalling
continued fuel inflows de-
spite regional disrup-
tions."LPG vessel Green
Sanvi has safely transited
the Strait of Hormuz, car-
rying 46,650 tonnes of
LPG cargo with 25 sea-
farers on board," a gov-
ernment statement giving
an update on West Asia
developments said Sat-
urday.

Green Sanvi is the sev-
enth Indian-flagged LPG
tanker to have transited
the strategic waterway,
which has remained effec-
tively shut since the US
and Israel launched at-
tacks on Iran on February
28 and Tehran's sweeping
retaliation. Separately, an

LPG cargo from Iran has
arrived at Mangalore and
is being discharged, ac-
cording to the statement.
This perhaps is the first
purchase of Iranian
energy in seven years.

"LPG vessel Sea Bird
carrying around 44,000
tonnes of Iranian LPG
berthed at Mangalore,
India on April 2 and is cur-
rently discharging," the
Ministry of Petroleum and
Natural Gas said in a post
on X. The purchase fol-
lows United States last
month waiving sanctions
on Iranian oil ' and re-
fined products temporarily
to ease prices that have
skyrocketed since the
start of the Middle East
conflict. After the passage
of Green Sanvi, 17 Indian
flagged vessels remain
stranded on the west side
of the strait.

Earlier this week, two
LPG carriers, BW TYR
and BW ELM, carrying
combined LPG cargo of
about 94,000 tonnes have
safely transited the region.

While BW TYR reached

Mumbai on March 31, BW
ELM docked at New Man-
galore on April 1. Prior to
that, four Indian-flagged
LPG tankers had safely
sailed through the strait.
Pine Gas and Jag Vasant,
carrying 92,612 tonnes of
LPG, reached Indian ports
between March 26 and
March 28. MT Shivalik
and MT Nanda Devi, car-
rying about 92,712 tonnes
of LPG, had reached Mun-
dra port in Gujarat on
March 16 and Kandla port
in the state on March 17,
respectively.

For a country that relies

on imports from the Gulf
nations to meet as much
as 60 per cent of its cook-
ing gas needs, the arrivals
will help ease the worst
LPG shortage it is battling
in decades. India con-
sumed 33.15 million
tonnes of LPG last year,
with imports accounting
for about 60 per cent of
demand. As much as 90
per cent of those imports
came from the Middle
East. The US and Israel
attacks on Iran and
Tehran's sweeping retalia-
tion have all but halted
shipping through the strait
- the narrow shipping lane

that is the conduit for oil
and gas exports from Gulf
countries to the world. Iran
has, however, stated that
"non-hostile vessels" may
transit the waterway after
coordinating with Iranian
authorities. Originally,
there were 28 Indian-
flagged vessels in the
Strait of Hormuz when the
war in West Asia broke. Of
these, 24 were on the
West side of the Strait and
four on the East side.
Seven vessels from the
west side and two from
east have managed to sail
to safety. Besides the
seven LPG tankers, the
Indian-flagged oil tanker
Jag Laadki, with 80,886
tonnes of crude oil from
the UAE, reached Mundra
on March 18. Another
tanker, Jag Prakash, car-
rying gasoline from Oman
to Africa, had previously
safely crossed the strait
and is en route to Tanza-
nia. LPG carriers Jag Vik-
ram and Green Asha are
still in the western Strait of
Hormuz. One empty ves-

sel is being filled with
LPG. The statement said
all Indian seafarers in the
Gulf region are safe and
maritime operations re-
main unaffected, with no
incidents involving Indian-
flagged vessels reported
in the past 24 hours. The
Ministry of Ports, Shipping
and Waterways said it is
closely monitoring ship-
ping movements, port op-
erations and the safety of
Indian crews, while ensur-
ing continuity of trade
amid tensions in the re-
gion. The 17 Indian-
flagged vessels with about
460 Indian seafarers re-
main in the western Per-
sian Gulf region and are
being tracked by au-
thorities, including the Di-
rectorate General of
Shipping (DG Shipping),
in coordination with ship
owners and Indian mis-
sions, it said. The DG
Shipping control room, op-
erating round-the-clock,
has handled more than
5,000 calls and over
10,000 emails.

PM Modi Setto Launch
BJP’s Bengal Poll
Campaign From Cooch Behar

NEW DELHI
Wakeup telangana

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi is set to visit
Cooch Behar on Sunday
to launch the BJP's cam-
paign for the West Ben-
gal Assembly elections,
a senior party leader
said. Modi is scheduled
to address a 'Bijoy Sank-
alpa Sabha' at the histo-
ric Ras Mela grounds
around noon, marking
the start of the party's in-
tensified outreach in
north Bengal.

During the rally, Modi is
expected to outline the
party's vision for a "de-
veloped West Bengal,"
highlight issues raised in
the BJP's recently re-
leased "people's charge-
sheet' against the ruling
TMC government in the
state, and focus on gov-
ernance, law and order,
and alleged corruption.
Elections to the 294-
member West Bengal

Assembly will be held in
two phases - on April 23
and 29. Votes will be
counted on May 4.

The BJP leader said
Modi's address will set
the tone for the party's
campaign narrative, em-
phasising a "fear-free"
environment and restora-
tion of public trust in in-
stitutions. The April 5
rally will be followed by
a series of public meet-
ings, roadshows, and or-
ganisational
programmes by senior
BJP leaders across the
state ahead

of the polls.

Modi had last visited
the state on March 14 to
address a rally at Bri-
gade Parade Ground in
Kolkata and inaugurate
development projects
worth around Rs 18,680
crore, marking the cul-
mination of the party's
Poriborton Yatra.

US Cancels Green Cards, Visas of Iran-Linked Nationals

NEW DELHI
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The Trump administration
has revoked the green
cards or US visas of at
least four Iranian na-
tionals connected to the
current or former Iranian
government, including
two who have been de-
tained by immigration au-
thorities and are to be
deported. The latest ac-
tions were taken just this
week when Secretary of
State Marco Rubio deter-
mined they were no
longer eligible for either
lawful permanent resident
status, or to enter the
United States. The steps

follow a move late last
year in which the visas of
several diplomats and
staffers at Iran's mission
to the United Nations
were also revoked.

In a statement on Sat-
urday, the State Depart-
ment said the niece and
grand-niece of former Ira-
nian Revolutionary Guard
Corps chief Qassem So-
leimani, who was killed in
a US airstrike near the
Baghdad airport in 2020,
had been arrested late Fri-
day by immigration
agents after Rubio re-
voked their green cards.
"Hamideh Soleimani Af-
shar and her daughter are
now in the custody of US

Immigration and Customs
Enforcement," the state-
ment said, adding that Af-
shar's husband has also
been banned from enter-
ing the United States.
Afshar and her daughter
had been living a "lavish
lifestyle" in Los Angeles
for many years while pub-
licly supporting the Ira-
nian government and
anti-American attacks, ac-
cording to the statement.
She is "an outspoken sup-
porter of the Iranian re-
gime who celebrated
attacks on Americans and
referred to our country as
the "Great Satan," Rubio
said in a post on X. "The
Trump administration will

not allow our country to
become a home for for-
eign nationals who sup-
port anti-American
terrorist regimes."

The Iranian mission to
the UN had no comment
Saturday. Afshar and her
daughter are just the latest
Iranians to have their
legal status in the US re-
scinded by Rubio, who re-
cently revoked the visas
of Fatemeh Ardeshir-Lari-
jani, an academic and the
daughter of Iran's former
national security adviser
Ali Larijani who was
killed in a US-Israel air-
strike last month. Her
husband, Seyed Kalantar
Motamedi.

Sunetra Pawar Seeks Uddhav Support For Bypoll

HYDERABAD
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NCP chief and Maharash-
tra Deputy Chief Minister
Sunetra Pawar has
reached out to Shiv Sena
(UBT) president Uddhav
Thackeray, seeking his
party’s support for her
candidature in the Bara-
mati Assembly bypoll
scheduled for April 23.
Mr. Thackeray has said he
will consult his party be-
fore taking a decision,
sources said. The outreach
comes amid indications
that the Congress will
field its own candidate
even if its alliance part-

ners — NCP (SP) and
Shiv Sena (UBT) — de-
cide to support Ms Pawar,
setting the stage for a
multi-cornered contest.
Meanwhile, Chief Minis-
ter Devendra Fadnavis has
appealed for an unop-
posed bypoll, saying all
parties should “show a
large-hearted approach”.
The Baramati seat fell va-
cant following the death
of former Deputy Chief
Minister Ajit Pawar in a
plane crash on January 28.
The Election Commission
of India has also sched-
uled a bypoll the same
day for the Rahuri As-
sembly seat in Ahilyana-

vacant after the death of
BJP MLA Shivaji Kardile.
Counting for both seats
will be held on May 4.

Sunetra Pawar will file
her nomination on Mon-
day.

Maharashtra Congress
chief Harshwardhan Sap-
kal said the party’s high
command had approved
contesting both bypolls.
Reiterating the stand on
Saturday, he said the Con-
gress must fight the elec-
tions as “the BJP has been
trying to destroy democ-
racy”, adding that there
was “no tradition of unop-
posed bypolls”. Citing
precedent, Mr. Fadnavis

not field a candidate in
2015 when Suman Patil,
wife of late NCP leader
and former home minister
R. R. Patil, was elected
unopposed from Tasgaon-
Kavathe Mahankal after
her husband’s demise.
Meanwhile, NCP leader
Jay Pawar, younger son of
Sunetra and the late Ajit
Pawar, said Sharad Pawar
also wanted an uncon-
tested bypoll in Baramati.
“Our party seniors have
contacted Congress
leaders. If needed, we will
also speak to them. But if
there is no consensus, we
are ready to fight,” he
said.

gar district, which fell

JD(U) Likelyto Lose RS
Deputy Chairman Postto T'D

NEW DELHI
Wakeup telangana

The JD(U) not only stares
at the possibility of losing
the "big brother" tag in
the Bihar NDA, but the
Nitish Kumar-led party,
according to speculation,
may also be denied the
Rajya Sabha's deputy
chairman's post. The Te-
lugu Desam (TD), another
NDA ally, is eyeing the
deputy chairman's post,
which will fall vacant
after JD(U)'s Harivansh
demits the office on April
9. The southern party has
16 Lok Sabha and two
Rajya Sabha MPs. Hari-
vansh, who was holding
the post, has not been re-
nominated to the Upper
House. His tenure ends on
April 9. According to
sources, the TDP had
backed Harivansh's re-
nomination to the Upper
House for the second term
in 2020. The BJP will
likely consider the TDP's
claim for the deputy chair-
manship this time. The
TDP has so far not offi-
cially staked a claim.

The JD(U) insiders said
that the party intends to
retain the Rajya Sabha
deputy chairman post. The
matter has been put before
the party chief Nitish
Kumar, who will take a

call on this issue in con-
sultation with the BJP
leaders after he takes the
oath of the Rajya Sabha
on April 10. Kumar is also
expected to meet the
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, soon after joining
the Rajya Sabha. He will
likely discuss the issue
with the Prime Minister,
they added. Noting that
the post of deputy chair-
manship is important for
the party, the JD(U)
leaders are hoping that the
BJP will not change the
existing political arrange-
ment in the Parliament.
Rejecting the speculation
that the TDP will claim
deputy chairmanship, the
JD(U) sources said that
the party supported the
TDP in making Amaravati
the Andhra Pradesh cap-
ital, so they will also sup-
port the JD(U) in
retaining the post in the
Rajya Sabha. The JD(U)
sources claim that the

party also intends to claim
the Bihar Speaker's post
after the new Bihar CM is
declared, who will likely
be from the BJP.
According to political
pundits, the BJP will deal
with this issue carefully
so that the existing politi-
cal coalitions remain in-
tact and consolidated. The
election for the deputy
chairman is likely to be
held during the upcoming
Monsoon Session, and the
BJP will like to build a
consensus among the
NDA partners, they said.
Political commentators
argue that in case there is
no agreement on the
Rajya Sabha deputy chair-
man's post, the BJP may
either keep it with itself or
consider handing it to the
ATADMK, with whom the
saffron party is contesting
the Assembly election of
Tamil Nadu.

https://www.deccanchron-

Iran Vows Crushing..

To control the increasing vehicle
traffic in the temple areas, the
Chief Minister issued strict or-
ders that the vehicles of promi-
nent dignitaries and VIPs should
also be parked outside the temple
complex and that they should be
provided EV for the rest of the
visit. Revanth Reddy said in-
structed the officials to formulate
plans and implement the same in
this direction immediately. A
solar rooftop system will be in-
stalled at the parking area.

The CM underscored the need to
develop a suitable plantation
within the temple premises to en-
sure that the entire area is
adorned with majestic trees in the
future. Establishment of a health-
care center with an adequate
number of doctors and medical
staff to provide medical services
to the devotees during Godavari
Pushkaralu and other festivities
was also discussed in the meet-
ing. To control the increasing ve-
hicle traffic in the temple areas,
the Chief Minister issued strict
orders that the vehicles of promi-
nent dignitaries and VIPs should
also be parked outside the temple
complex. Those important per-
sons should be allowed to move
in the temple premises only by
EV vehicles, CM Revanth Reddy
said instructed the officials to for-
mulate plans and implement the
same in this direction immedi-
ately. A solar rooftop system will
be installed at the parking area.
The meeting was attended by en-
dowments minister Konda Su-
rekha, government adviser P.
Sudarshan Reddy, MP Vem Na-

render Reddy, Chief Secretary K.
Ramakrishna Rao, Chief Min-
ister’s principal secretary K.S.
Srinivasa Raju, endowments
principal secretary Shailaja Ra-
maiyer, commissioner Hanuman-

tha Rao and other senior officials.

It may be recalled that the Chief
Minister recently launched %351
crore development works at the
Bhadrachalam Sri Sita Ramac-
handra Swamy Temple on March
27 during Sri Rama Navami. The
project includes temple expan-
sion, infrastructure upgrades and
development of Godavari ghats,
with the first phase targeted for
completion by March 31, 2027.
The initial phase allocates 180
crore for temple expansion and
infrastructure, ¥96 crore for sur-
rounding development works and
%75 crore for the ghats.

Iran Says No to........

When questioned by The Inde-
pendent about the measures he
might take if the airman is mis-
treated by Iranian forces, Trump
stated, "Well, I can't comment on
it because we hope that's not
going to happen."The Iranians
say their forces have now ex-
ecuted Wave 93 of their retalia-
tory campaign against US-Israel.
IRGC claimed to have dealt pre-
cise blows to critical Israeli mili-
tary staging grounds deep inside
the occupied territories.

During this IRGC said that cen-
tres of gathering and combat sup-
port of the Israelis in Western
Galilee, Haifa, Kafr Kanna, and
Krayot were precisely hit.In what
will spell further trouble for the
US and its allies, Iran said it has
the ability to sustain the current

FROM FRONT PAGE

recalled that the BJP did

situation in the Strait of Hormu
for years. A senior Iranian secu-
rity official told Press TV that
Iran's heightened sensitivity over

Discrepancies..........

the strategic waterway stems
from the fact that the majority of
equipment used to supply US
military bases and garrisons ac-
ross the region has historically
been transported by sea. "Iran has
the capability to sustain this situ-
ation for years," the official said,
referring to the effective shut-
down of the strategic waterway to
US and allied vessels. The offi-
cial further stated that Iran be-
lieves it should no longer allow
such logistical support to con-
tinue.

2 US aircraft shot.......

Neither the White House nor the
Pentagon released public infor-
mation about the downed planes.
But the Pentagon notified the
House Armed Services Commit-
tee that the status of a second
service member from the fighter
jet was not known.

In an email from the Pentagon
that obtained by The Associated
Press, meanwhile, the military
said it received notification of
“an aircraft being shot down” in
the Middle East, without provid-
ing more details.

Iran’s attacks on Gulf energy in-
frastructure and its tight grip on
the Strait of Hormuz, through
which a fifth of the world’s oil
and natural gas transits in peace-
time, have roiled stock markets,
sent oil prices skyrocketing, and
threatened to raise the cost of
many basic goods, including

food.Prior to word of the rescue,
social media footage showed
American drones, aircraft and
helicopters flying over the moun-
tainous region where a TV chan-
nel affiliated with Iranian state
television said earlier that at least
one pilot bailed out of the fighter
jet. An anchor urged residents to
hand over any “enemy pilot” to
police and promised a reward.

It was the first time the U.S. has
lost aircraft in Iranian territory
during the conflict and could
mark a new level of pressure on
the U.S. military. Throughout the
war, Iran has made a series of
claims about shooting down pi-
loted enemy aircraft that turned
out not to be true. Friday was the
first time that Iran went on televi-
sion urging the public to look for
a downed pilot.

India Plans...............

Officials said the project has been
structured in two phases. The first
phase involves design and devel-
opment of six prototypes, both
live and inert, along with associ-
ated tail units and equipment. Thd
second phase will focus on pro-
curement, to be taken up through
a commercial Request for Pro-
posal (RFP) issued to qualified
agencies.

The ministry has issued an Ex-
pression of Interest (Eol) under
the Defence Acquisition Proce-
dure (DAP) 2020 for the project,
which will be executed under the
‘Make-II” category, followed by
procurement under the ‘Buy (In-
dian-IDDM)’ route. The pro-
posed system is intended to be
compatible with both Russian-
and Western-origin aircraft .
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New WhatsApp fraud targets
corporate officials In Hyderabad

HYDERABAD
Wakeup telangana

Cybercriminals have now
devised a sophisticated
new fraud method target-
ing top corporate offi-
cials, including CEOs,
CFOs, business heads
and accountants in the
city.

According to the police,
the fraud begins with
phishing emails sent to
official company email
IDs. These emails con-
tain malicious links that,
when clicked, install mal-
ware on the victim’s sys-
tem, allowing hackers to
gain full remote access.
Hyderabad Police Com-
missioner VC Sajjanar
said, “Once inside, the at-
tackers exploit active
WhatsApp Web sessions
on the compromised sys-
tems. Using the genuine

WhatsApp accounts of
senior executives, they
send urgent financial in-
structions to company ac-
countants, posing as
CEOs or CFOs.”

The fraudsters typically
claim they are in critical
meetings and unable to
take calls, pressuring
staff to immediately
transfer huge amounts of
money, often running
into crores, into fraudu-
lent bank accounts.

“Since the messages
originate from legitimate
WhatsApp accounts, em-
ployees often assume
them to be authentic and
comply without verifica-
tion,” the commissioner
said.

Cybercrime officials
said that several such in-
cidents have recently sur-
faced across Hyderabad,
raising serious concerns
among corporate entities.
Advisory to Companies:

Adopt strict verification
protocols for financial
transactions.

Employees should never
act on payment requests
received via WhatsApp
without confirming di-
rectly with the official
concerned through a
phone call.

Install robust firewalls
and updated antivirus
software.

Avoid clicking on sus-
picious email links.

Log out of WhatsApp
Web after each session.
Conduct regular cyberse-
curity awareness training
for staff.

In case of cyber fraud,
immediately contact the
national cybercrime help-
line 1930 or file a com-
plaint on the official
portal: www.cyber-
crime.gov.in.

Security agencies warned
against licence breach

HYDERABAD
Wakeup telangana

The police have warned
private security agencies
for violating regulations
by operating without a
valid licence under the Pri-
vate Security Agencies
(Regulation) Act (PSARA)
and engaging guards and
supervisors in breach of
statutory provisions. This
followed the state intelli-
gence personnel, along
with Kachiguda police,
raiding MS Krish Security
Force (Fire Fighting Vig-
ilance), Tilaknagar, which
was functioning without a
PSARA licence issued by
the state controlling au-

thority, said additional
DGP, intelligence, Vijay
Kumar. The agency was
booked under Crime No.
1211 of 2026, Vijay
Kumar confirmed.As per
Sections 4 and 20 of the
PSAR Act, 2005 any pri-
vate security agency oper-
ating without a licence and
engaging personnel is li-
able for punishment, in-
cluding imprisonment up
to one year, or a fine up to
325,000, or both.All pri-
vate security agencies op-
erating without a valid
licence have been directed
to obtain one through the
official PSARA online
portal (www.psara.gov.in)
at the earliest. Strict legal.

Sajjanar Warns Of Whatsapp Fraud

HYDERABAD
Wakeup telangana

City police commissioner
V C Sajjanar on Saturday
cautioned against cyber-
criminals’ new modus op-
erandi targeting business
heads through WhatsApp
impersonation fraud. He
explained that crooks are
sending malicious phish-
ing links to official email
addresses, infiltrating
computers with malware
to gain full remote access.
Once inside, attackers ex-
ploit active WhatsApp web
sessions to send mislead-
ing messages to account-
ants while posing as top
executives. “They claim to
be in an urgent meeting
and unable to take calls,

tricking staff into transfer-
ring crores of rupees im-
mediately to fraudulent
accounts,” the commis-
sioner warned.

Since the messages appear
to come from genuine
WhatsApp accounts, ac-
countants often believe
them and process pay-
ments. With several such
cases reported recently
within Hyderabad com-
missionerate jurisdiction,
Sajjanar urged companies
to remain vigilant.“One
should never blindly trust
financial requests received
on WhatsApp, even if they
appear to be from super-
iors. It is essential to im-
mediately call the person
concerned directly to ver-
ify authenticity.

RISM
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STATE OF THE UNION | CHOKEPOINTS AND TYRANNY OF
GEOGRAPHY IN GLOBALISED ERA | MANISH TEWARI

HYDERABAD
Wakeup telangana
Aftab Ahmed

In an age defined by globalisa-
tion, digital connectivity and
complex supply chains, it's
easy to believe geography has
receded in importance. The re-
ality is quite the opposite. Phys-
ical geography, particularly
narrow maritime chokepoints,
continues to exert a powerful
influence over global trade and
geopolitics. This is the “tyranny
of geography”: the notion that
geography both influences and
constrains human behaviour.
Nowhere is this more visible
than in the world’s key maritime
chokepoints. These are the nar-
row waterways through which
much of global trade passes.
They include the Strait of Hor-
muz, the Malacca Strait, Bab
el-Mandeb, and the Bosphorus.
They are not only important wa-
terways; they are also weak
spots in the global supply
chain. But the important point is
that these chokepoints aren’t
isolated. They are intercon-
nected. So, if one is threatened,
the entire global supply chain is
threatened.

What is a chokepoint?

A chokepoint is not just a con-
stricted waterway but also a
strategic bottleneck. Its impor-
tance lies in that there are few
viable alternatives. The world’s
geography dictates that global
trade routes must pass through
these constricted waterways:
so, they are essential but also
very vulnerable. One such wa-
terway is the Strait of Malacca,
which provides a passage be-
tween the Indian Ocean and
the Pacific Ocean. The Strait of

Malacca is one of the world’s
most important shipping routes;
handling nearly one-quarter of
global trade. However, the wa-
terway is plagued by major
problems of navigational diffi-
culties due to shallow water
and heavy congestion. Ships
beyond a certain draft cannot
pass fully loaded and have to
take a longer route via the
Sunda or Lombok Strait.

The Strait of Hormuz and Bab
el-Mandeb are not constrained
by geography so much, but are
very vulnerable to security
risks. These waterways are im-
portant because of the high vol-
ume of global trade and oil that
passes through them. Bab el-
Mandeb (linking the Red Sea to
the Indian Ocean) handles
roughly 10-12% of global trade
and around 8-9 million barrels
of oil per day. Nearly 20% of
global oil trade passes through
the Strait of Hormuz, making
any disruption a systemic risk
for energy markets. When ten-
sions rise in these regions,
shipping is rerouted, insurance
premiums spike, and global
markets react almost instantly.
The term “tyranny of geogra-
phy” embodies a key concept
that countries must conduct
their affairs in accordance with
physical constraints. A good ex-
ample of this is Russia, which,
despite its size, has limited
warm-water ports. Russia’s
principal outlet to global com-
merce is through the Bospho-
rus and Dardanelles, which are
in Turkey. Other ports, in the
Baltic or Far East, are restricted
by seasonal ice conditions or
distance. In this case, geogra-
phy determines Russia’s strate-
gic weakness. Similarly,

Chinese maritime strategy is
limited by chokepoints such as
Taiwan, while India’s energy se-
curity is very dependent on un-
impeded passage through the
Strait of Hormuz. These are not
policy issues that can be readily
adjusted, rather they are geo-
graphical constraints that must
be managed. The significance
of modern chokepoints lies in
their interconnectedness. The
global maritime system is a
closely integrated system: dis-
ruptions in one location quickly
ripple outward. For instance, if
a problem arises in the Strait of
Hormuz, oil tankers will be di-
verted to an alternative route,
like going around the Cape of
Good Hope. This will increase
transit times and fuel consump-
tion, thus raising freight rates
and insurance premiums. This
will, in turn, contribute to infla-
tion and supply chain disrup-
tions. Similarly, if there is
congestion or closure in the
Malacca Strait, ships will be di-
verted to alternative routes
such as Sunda or Lombok. Al-
though these routes allow for
larger ships, they will increase
distances, time, and operational
risks. In this sense, chokepoints
are less like isolated bottle-
necks and more like intercon-
nected arteries in a circulatory
system. A blockage in one will
raise strain everywhere.The
economic consequences of
chokepoints’ disruption are sig-
nificant. The economic signifi-
cance of maritime transport is
such that it accounts for over
80% of global trade volume.
Even if the disruption is small,
the economic fallout will be
major. In the case of energy
trade,

Family disputes drive
woman Sarpanch to die
by suicide in Nirmal

A woman Sarpanch died by
suicide following family dis-
putes at Masaipet village in
Kaddampeddur mandal on
Friday.

Kaddampeddur S| Sai Kiran
said that Durgam Laharika
(31), wife of Rajesh ended
her life by consuming pesti-
cide following a tiff with her
husband. Differences cropped
up between the couple for a
long time. Elders of the two
families tried to resolve the is-
sues, but the couple con-
tinued to fight repeatedly. The
exact reason for her drastic
step is yet to be ascertained.

Hailing from Narsapur vil-
lage, Laharika was married to
Rajesh 14 years ago. The
couple has a son and daugh-
ter. Laxmi, mother of Laharika
lodged a complaint with the
police. A case of abetment to
suicide was registered

No Need to Visit Police Station

FIR Registration at Your Doorstep:

HYDERABAD
Wakeup telangana

In a major pro-people ini-
tiative, District SP Smt. D.
Janaki, IPS, has an-
nounced the implementa-
tion of the "FIR at
Doorstep" policy by the Te-
langana Police. This move
aims to provide immediate
relief and legal support to
victims who are unable to
visit police stations.Key
Highlights of the Initiative:
Focus on Vulnerable
Groups: This service is
specially designed for
women, children, and vic-
tims of heinous crimes
such as sexual assault,
POCSO cases, SC/ST
atrocities, and child mar-
riages.On-the-Spot Reg-

W

istration: For crimes like
robbery, theft, or attempt to
murder, victims can simply
provide information over
the phone. Police officers
will visit the victim's res-
idence or a preferred con-
venient location to collect
the complaint.Simplified
Process: If a victim is un-
able to write a complaint,
the police will record their
statement in their own lan-

SP D. Janaki, IPS

guage, read it back to
them for confirmation, and
register the FIR immedi-
ately on the spot.

A copy of the FIR will be
handed over to the com-
plainant then and there.
Mandatory Women Of-
ficers: For cases involving
women and children, a
woman police officer's
presence is mandatory. In-
terpreters or special edu-
cators will also be involved
if necessary to record ac-
curate statements.

SP D. Janaki urged the cit-
izens of Mahbubnagar to
utilize this facility and re-
port crimes fearlessly, re-
affirming that the district
police is committed to pub-
lic safety and swift justice.

Political Tension Rises in Telangana Amid CID Notice to ML4; BRS Leaders Detained

MEDAK
Wakeup telangana

Political tensions have escalated ac-

ident Golla Gopal Krishna Yadav,
were taken into preventive custody
by Sub-Inspector Pochayya and
shifted to the police station. Sources
indicate that other mandal-level

ross Telangana following directions
issued to Huzurabad MLA Padi
Kaushik Reddy to appear before the
CID office. Anticipating widespread
protests, the police have stepped up
precautionary measures across the
state to maintain law and order.As
part of these efforts, leaders and
cadres of the Bharat Rashtra Sami-
thi (BRS) are being taken into pre-
ventive custody at several locations.
Police officials believe there is a
strong possibility of party workers
mobilizing towards Hyderabad to
stage demonstrations, prompting
authorities to act in advance.In

many districts, BRS leaders have
either been placed under house ar-
rest or shifted to nearby police sta-
tions to prevent any untoward
incidents. Officials stated that these
steps are necessary to ensure that
public peace is not disturbed.In
Medak district, similar devel-
opments were reported from Re-
gode mandal, where police
intensified vigilance. Several local
BRS leaders, including mandal
president Buchaiah, general secre-
tary Sunke Ramesh, and vice-pres-

leaders and active party workers
were also detained as part of the op-
eration.Police

officials reiterated that these actions
are purely precautionary and aimed
at maintaining peace and stability in
the region. “Our priority is to ensure
that no law-and-order issues arise,”
a senior officer stated.Meanwhile,
BRS leaders and party workers have
strongly condemned the preventive
arrests, alleging that the government
is curbing democratic rights and
suppressing dissent.
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US announces 100% tariff on
patented pharma; limited impact on India

NEW DELHI
Wakeup telangana

THE US on Thursday an-
nounced a 100% tariff on
import of patented phar-
maceuticals and associ-
ated ingredients starting
July 31 on grounds that
Washington is heavily re-
liant on imports, which
threatens to limit access
to life-saving medicat-
ions in the event of
“global supply chain dis-
ruption”.

US President Donald
Trump said that new tar-
iffs will not include ge-
neric drugs “at this time”.
But a decision on adjust-
ing imports of generic
pharmaceuticals and their
associated ingredients
could be taken within one
year. India is primarily an
exporter of generic
pharma products, but has
introduced various
schemes to boost produc-

b 1

tion of patented drugs
too.

“I have determined that
it is necessary and appro-
priate to impose a 100%
ad valorem duty rate on
the import of patented
pharmaceuticals and as-
sociated pharmaceutical
ingredients.. The Secre-
tary [of Commerce]
found that the present
quantities and circum-
stances of imports of
pharmaceuticals and
pharmaceutical ing-

redients threaten to im-
pair the national security
and economy,” Trump
said.

The US is India’s largest
market for pharmaceuti-
cal exports, accounting
for an almost 40% share.
Pharma exports were also
exempt from the 50% tar-
iffs imposed by the
Trump administration on
most Indian goods. While
India’s exports are prima-
rily in the patented seg-
ment, Sun Pharma is the

only Indian company
with sizable sales from
patented products in the
US. According to HSBC
analysts, it reported
global sales of $1,217
million from patented
products in FY25, of
which the US market ac-
counted for 85-90%.
However, India has been
pushing for the manufac-
turing of patented medi-
cines too under its
flagship Production
Linked Incentive Scheme
(PLI). According to an
official statement, the
PLI focuses on biophar-
maceuticals, complex ge-
neric drugs, “patented
drugs or those nearing
patent expiry”, gene ther-
apy drugs, orphan drugs
and complex excipients.
The PLI Scheme for
Pharmaceuticals was ap-
proved by the Union
Cabinet in 2021, with a
financial outlay of Rs

15,000 crore and a pro-
duction tenure running
from FY 2022-23 to FY
2027-28.

Former trade officer and
founder of think tank
Global Trade Research
Initiative, Ajay Srivas-
tava, said that for India,
the immediate impact is
limited as around 90% of
India’s pharmaceutical
exports to the US are ge-
nerics, which remain ex-
empt. In 2025, India
exported $9.7 billion
worth of pharmaceuticals
to the US, accounting for
38% of its global pharma
exports of $25.8 billion,
he said.“However, Indian
firms producing branded
or speciality drugs, or
supplying inputs for pat-
ented medicines, could
face tariff pressure. The
larger concern is future
uncertainty if tariffs are
extended to generics,”
Srivastava said.

LPG price hiked to balance consumer
interest, oil cos’ finances; no plan to
raise petrol, diesel prices: Govt sources

NEW DELHI
Wakeup telangana

The hike in liquefied pe-
troleum gas (LPG), or
cooking gas, for domestic
consumers by Rs 60 per
cylinder was done in view
of the West Asia conflict-
induced surge in inter-
national prices, which are
weighing on public sector
oil marketing companies
(OMC) that have been re-
tailing the fuel to house-
holds at a loss on a
sustained basis, according
to top government
sources. They also said
that currently there isn’t
any expectation of a hike
in retail prices of petrol
and diesel despite a jump
in global prices as the
OMCs—Indian Oil Cor-
poration (I0C), Bharat
Petroleum Corporation
(BPCL), and Hindustan
Petroleum Corporation
(HPCL)—are financially
well-positioned in respect
of these fuels. Moreover,

they also assured that suf-
ficient fuel stocks are
available in the country
and the consumers need
not panic about supply.
Domestic LPG price was
hiked by Rs 60 per 14.2-
kg cylinder on Saturday to
Rs 913 in Delhi, with cor-
responding changes in
other parts of the country;
for poor households cov-
ered under the Ujjwala
scheme, the effective
price will be Rs 613 after
accounting for the Rs 300
cash subsidy. India has
over 33 crore domestic
LPG consumers; this is
the second hike in domes-
tic LPG prices in 11
months. In addition to do-
mestic LPG prices, com-
mercial LPG prices were
hiked by Rs 114.5 per 19-
kg cylinder to Rs 1,883 in
Delhi, with corresponding
changes in other parts of
India. Commercial LPG is
mostly used by restaurants
and hotels.

According to a senior

government official, de-
spite the price increase,
LPG for households con-
tinues to be sold below
market-linked price levels
in India, and is signifi-
cantly cheaper than neigh-
bouring countries like
Pakistan, Sri Lanka, and
Nepal. The pricing cal-
culations indicated that
the required increase
would have been around
Rs 134 per cylinder, as per
government sources. They
also said that price in-
crease effectively trans-
lates to a hike of just
around 20 paise per per-
son per day for a family of
four based on current
household LPG consump-
tion levels in the country.
According to industry
sources, even before the
West Asian conflict, the
three OMCs had accumu-
lated losses worth roughly
Rs 20,000 crore in the
first three quarters of the
current financial year. In
2024-25.

I'T Q4 Earnings to Benefit from Rupee Iall Amid Al, Geopolitical Concerns

NEW DELHI
Wakeup telangana

IT services companies’ Q4
FY26 performance is
likely to remain muted,
but with a stable to im-
proving year-on-year
growth trajectory. A sharp
depreciation of the Rupee
against the US dollar
means many companies
may report double-digit
year-on-year earnings
growth, a report said.
FY2027 guidance will be
shaped by geopolitical un-
certainty from the Iran
war and increasing reve-

nue deflation from
GenAl-led programs, ac-
cording to a fourth-quarter
preview by Kotak Institu-
tional Equities.

Tata Consultancy Serv-
ices will report fourth-
quarter results on April 9,
followed by Wipro (April
16), HCL Technologies
(April 21), and Infosys
(April 23). “The Indian IT
services sector braces for
another muted quarter in
Q4 FY26E, with Tier-1
players’ growth projected
at-1.1% to +0.9%
quarter-on-quarter in con-
stant currency, and mid-

tier companies’ growth
ranging from -1.8% to
3.4%, as macro uncer-
tainty, ongoing geopoliti-
cal tensions, and cautious
client decision-making on
large deals amid war esca-
lation risks temper near-
term revenue traction,”
said another preview by
HDFC Securities.

“The rupee depreciation

brings some respite to
margins, but Al-led defla-
tion concerns have trig-
gered the recent multiple
de-rating,” HDFC Secu-
rities added. “The average
cross-currency tailwind
for the quarter will be
around 35 basis points,”
analysts said. Manage-
ment commentary on de-
mand outlook, client
budgets, Al-driven defla-
tion, and delays in deci-
sion-making due to war
conditions will be closely
monitored. Margin guid-
ance across companies is
expected to remain stable,

supported by currency
tailwinds and peak utilisa-
tion levels, analysts said.
The Nifty IT index has
underperformed, declin-
ing around 24% over the
past three months, led by
concerns over Al-induced
disruptions and a pro-
longed growth recovery.
“Stocks have corrected
19-39% in the past two
months. At the same time,
macro headwinds pose
another challenge for the
sector, in addition to
GenAl risks. The current
stock prices of TCS and
Tech Mabhindra reflect low

growth expectations,” the
Kotak preview report
said.

“The current one-year
forward sector valuation
is in line with the pre-
COVID 10-year average,
indicating limited down-
side.

The rupee depreciation
will provide a cushion to
margins,” HDFC Secu-
rities said. The sector’s
growth recovery now
hinges on execution ca-
pability, as new deals are
mostly outcome-driven,
pricing is agent-aug-
mented, and renewals

come at discounts. Val-
uations have reset to pre-
COVID levels and turned
attractive after the correc-
tion, analysts noted.

“The quarter benefits
from the absence of fur-
loughs, particularly in
BFSI and retail, although
this is partly offset by
fewer working days. The
financial services vertical
is likely to lead sequential
growth. We expect TCS to
lead revenue growth
among Tier-1 companies,
while Persistent will lead
among mid-tier com-
panies,” said Kotak Insti-

tutional Equities. On
FY27 guidance, Kotak In-
stitutional Equities said:
“Elevated geopolitical
risk from the Iran war
adds uncertainty to global
macro conditions and en-
terprise spending visibil-
ity. Additionally,
GenAl-driven productiv-
ity programs are increas-
ingly deflationary in
nature. These factors are
likely to cap headline
growth guidance despite a
reasonable deal pipeline.”
Analysts expect some de-
escalation in geopolitical
conditions.

larnings at risk: India Inc

may taper off by 15% 1n 20

HYDERABAD
Wakeup telangana

The geopolitical turmoil
following the war in West
Asia is beginning to show
up in the books of Indian
corporates. Input costs
have gone up for most
companies which, in turn,
has compressed margins
and could end up slowing
the earnings growth in the
coming quarters.

With fuel prices remain-
ing elevated and supply
chains fragile and heavily
impacted due to the con-
flict, corporate earnings
could take a significant
hit, potentially declining
by 10-15% in the finan-
cial year 2027 (FY27),
according to economists
and analysts.

Adding to the worries,
emerging demand-side
challenges may weigh on
growth, potentially lead-
ing companies, particu-
larly in oil-dependent
sectors, to postpone their
capital expenditure plans.

While the impact on earn-
ings will largely be lim-

ited in the March quarter
results — which are ex-
pected from the second
week of April — margins
are likely to get signifi-
cantly squeezed, espe-
cially for smaller
companies, and earnings
are expected to take a hit
in the upcoming June
quarter and FY27.

Further, if retail inflation
rises, the Reserve Bank
of India is likely to raise
interest rates which could
affect the demand in the
system. Airlines, textiles,
paints, fertilisers and res-
taurants are among the
sectors that are expected
to be the worst hit due to
the situation.

This estimate factors in
the conflict in West Asia
not lasting for an ex-
tended period, with most
experts expecting it to be
resolved within the next
2-3 months due to the
sheer number of countries
involved.

“Given the pain that this
conflict is causing to so
many economies, we do
not expect it to persist
beyond a few months. So,

there will be measures
taken to de-escalate,” said

Gaura Sengupta, chief
economist at IDFC
FIRST Bank.

The State Bank of India
(SBI) Research estimates
that prolonged tensions
could place Rs 13.75 lakh
crore of corporate sector
revenue in 18 segments at
risk. In a severe scenario,
revenue losses may reach
Rs 2.75 lakh crore which
is equivalent to 0.8% of
GDP.

The revenue loss is
likely to be Rs 1.38 lakh
crore (0.40% of GDP) in
a mild scenario and Rs
69,000 crore (0.20% of
GDP) in the case of a
baseline scenario, it said.

Given that West Asia fur-
nishes approximately
60% of India’s crude oil
imports alongside a sig-
nificant proportion of its
LNG requirements, the
impact is permeating ac-
ross industries that col-
lectively underpin nearly
40% of the revenues of
listed enterprises.

Most experts expect the
biggest hit to earnings in

the first quarter of
FY27.According to
Miren Lodha, senior di-
rector at Crisil Intelli-
gence, corporate margins
may fall by around 50-
100 basis points for fiscal
2027 if the conflict is re-
solved sooner, but may
take a hit of another 100
bps if the conflict is pro-
longed. Narendra Sol-
anki, head of fundamental
research at Anand Rahi
Shares and Stock
Brokers, also expects a
downward revision of
around 10% for FY27
earnings.

With trade tariff tensions
impacting profits, private
non-financial companies’
net profits grew at a
slower pace of 5.2% in
the quarter ended De-
cember 2025, compared
to a growth of 11.8% in
the year-ago period, RBI
data showed. In Q2
FY26, net profits of these
companies expanded by
1.5%. The data also
showed that private non-
financial companies
clocked a double-digit
sales growth of 10.1% in

rofits
6-27

Q3 FY26, following
eleven quarters of single-
digit growth.

“As a rule of thumb,
what happens typically is
that any $10 movement in
oil (crude prices) impacts
the Nifty (50) earnings
sensitivity by anywhere
between 1.2-1.5%,” said
Sumit Bhatnagar, equity
fund manager at LIC Mu-
tual Fund Asset Manage-
ment.

Recently, Goldman
Sachs lowered its earn-
ings forecast for Indian
companies by 9 percent-
age points cumulatively
for the next couple of fi-
nancial years. However,
many also feel it is pre-
mature to revise earnings
estimates for the entire
FY27 due to the volatile
nature of the war.The im-
pact will be much more
limited to a few sectors in
the March quarter, such
as food and hotels, as the
conflict in West Asia
started in late February,
and most companies have
enough inventories to run
operations for 3-4 weeks.

NewNSEOTR
framework for optionsto

take effectfrom April 6

NEW DELHI
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The National Stock Ex-
change (NSE) has revised
the order-to-trade ratio
(OTR) framework for the
equity derivatives options
segment, with the
changes set to come into
effect from April 6, in
line with SEBI guidelines
issued earlier this year.

Under the revised crite-
ria, orders placed within a
range of (+/-)40 per cent
of the last traded price
(LTP) of the options pre-
mium or (+/-)Rs 20, whi-
chever is higher, will be
exempt from the frame-
work for imposing penal-
ties on high OTR.

This marks a significant
relaxation compared to
the earlier norm, under
which only orders within
0.75 per cent of the LTP
were excluded from OTR
computation, resulting in
a relatively narrow ex-
emption band. The ex-
change also clarified that
no changes have been
made to the OTR frame-

work for the equity deriv-
atives futures segment
and the cash segment. In
these segments, orders
entered or modified
within 0.75 per cent of
the LTP will continue to
remain exempt from OTR
calculations.

As per the SEBI circular
issued earlier in February,
algorithmic orders placed
by designated market
makers for market-mak-
ing activities will not be
considered in the com-
putation of OTR, provid-
ing a specific carve-out
within the framework.
The OTR metric tracks
the ratio of total orders
placed, including modifi-
cations and cancellations,
to the number of trades
executed by a trading

member.

It is used by exchanges
to monitor excessive
order placement and en-
sure orderly market func-
tioning.

The changes follow rep-
resentations from stock
exchanges, consultations
with market participants
and recommendations of
the SEBI’s Secondary
Market Advisory Com-
mittee (SMAC).

In addition, a mock trad-
ing session for the revised
functionality was con-
ducted on March 14.

The NSE said all exist-
ing penal charges, actions
and other modalities
under the OTR frame-
work, as specified in ear-
lier circulars, will remain
unchanged.
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Movie Bug Bit When I Was Seven:
Ramesh Sippy Looks Back at 'Sholay'

e was only seven when he
H visited a film set, saw his

father direct and fell in love
with the movies. Seventy-two years
later and Ramesh Sippy is ready to
weave more magic with another
"Buniyaad", taking forward the epic

Partition story that aired on Door-
darshan in 1986 and still tugs at the
heartstrings.The son of producer-di-
rector G P Sippy and the block-
buster director of "Sholay", "Seeta
Aur Geeta" and "Shaan" said the
bug bit early. He knew right then
that he didn't want to do anything
else.

"Since the age of seven, when |
first went on the sets of a film called
'Saza', (which was) my father's first
film, | was lost in that world... It
wasn't like a fever at that time but it
built up over the years," Sippy told
PTl in an interview. "That young boy
wanted only one thing... to make
films," he added, recalling that he
left college in London midway to
work on his father's sets. "l learned
everything on the sets of all the
films that my father backed and pro-

duced. And ultimately, | took the first
step towards directing. Launched
'Andaz' and he backed me com-
pletely."

"Andaz" released in 1971. Starring
Shammi Kapoor and Hema Malini, it
was a hit. The story was written by
Salim Khan and Javed Akhtar, the
screenwriter duo who went on to
form a great collaboration with
Sippy in later years. It was the be-
ginning of many more hits to come.
Any conversation with the filmmaker
invariably turns to "Sholay", just four
years after "Andaz". Starring Dhar-
mendra, Amitabh Bachchan, Hema

Malini, Sanjeev Kumar, Amjad Khan
and Jaya Bachchan, the film written
by Salim-Javed turned 50 last year
and is one of the most celebrated
and recalled Hindi films of all time.
"Since it's there in everybody's

¢ blood, I'm also a partofitas a

whole. All cinema loving people,
they're with me, that's the way | feel
and I'm very happy about it... To
make 'Sholay', | had to be happy
with the script which we developed
together... We did it and had a won-
derful cast that made a lot of differ-
ence. So | guess it worked out fine,"
said Sippy, who was in Delhi to re-
ceive the lifetime achievement
award at International Film Festival
Delhi.Everyone, he noted, has their
own take on "Sholay". And this,
Sippy said, makes it particularly diffi-
cult for him to describe it. "They all
like it, love the film and continue to
enjoy it. But everyone has their little
own take on it. | think it's everyone's
film and everyone has a right to do
that. I've made the film for the
people. So if it's really up to them to
enjoy it the way they want."

Blake Lively Confr

HYDERABAD
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Actor Blake Lively has
reaffirmed her intent to
take legal action against
co-star Justin Baldoni,
even after a key sexual
harassment claim in her
lawsuit was dismissed,
stating she will not be
"distracted by the digital
soap opera." In a state-
ment shared on her In-
stagram Stories, Lively
said she remains com-
mitted to pursuing jus-
tice, with the case now

set to go to trial in New
York on May 18. "I will
never stop doing my
part in fighting to ex-
pose the systems and
people who seek to
harm, shame, silence
and retaliate against vic-
tims," she wrote, add-
ing, "I know it's a
privilege to be able to
stand up. I will not
waste it."

Addressing the emo-
tional toll, Lively high-
lighted the real-world
impact of online hostil-
ity, stating that "the

physical pain from digi-
tal violence is very
real." She also ex-
pressed gratitude to the
court for its recent rul-
ing while reiterating
that initiating legal pro-
ceedings was not her
first choice. "The last
thing I wanted in my
life was a lawsuit," she
wrote, attributing her
decision to what she de-
scribed as "pervasive re-
taliation" for advocating
a safe working environ-
ment. Her message
ended with a pointed

Rajinikanth’s Jailer 2'
Wrapped Up; Confirms
August Shoot With Kamal

MUMBAI
Wakeup telangana

Veteran actor Rajinikanth
on Saturday confirmed
that the shooting of his
much-anticipated sequel
'Jailer 2' has been com-
pleted and the film is now
in its final stages of post-
production. The superstar
added that the production
team will soon officially
announce the release date,
heightening expectations
among fans. Speaking to
the media at the Chennai
airport, Rajinikanth said,
"The shooting of the up-
coming film Jailer 2 has
been completed and is
currently in its final
stages. The production
team will soon officially
announce the release
date." The sequel follows
the success of the original
'Jailer,' which performed
strongly at the box office.

note that reads, "See
you in court." The de-
velopment comes a day
after Judge Lewis
Liman dismissed the
sexual harassment por-
tion of the lawsuit, cit-
ing jurisdictional issues
and Lively's status as an
independent contractor
during the production of
'It Ends With Us.' Ho-
wever, her defamation
and retaliation claims,
described by Lively as
the "heart of my case",
remain active and will
be presented before a

Beyond 'Jailer 2', Rajini-
kanth also gave a major
update on the new col-
laboration with fellow in-
dustry icon Kamal
Haasan.

The project, tentatively
referred to as KH x RK, is
expected to bring together
two of Tamil cinema's
most influential figures on
screen. According to Raji-
nikanth, shooting for the
film is scheduled to begin
in August 2026. The col-
laboration has already
generated considerable
buzz, especially after a
promo video released ear-

ms to Continue Legal Fight Agamst Justin

jury, as per Deadline.
Lively alleges that Bal-
doni, along with execu-
tives from Wayfarer
Studios and associated
public relations teams,
orchestrated an online
smear campaign against
her in 2024, ahead of
the film's release. Ac-
cording to her legal
team, digital communi-
cations and messages
support claims that ef-
forts were made to dis-
credit her preemptively.
Baldoni and his repre-
sentatives have consis-

lier in February show-
cased the distinct style of
director Nelson Dilipku-
mar and music composer
Anirudh Ravichander. The
clip featured a lively ex-
change between Rajini-
kanth and Kamal Haasan,
ending with a signature
moment of Rajinikanth's
screen presence. The proj-
ect is being backed by
Red Giant Movies, further
adding to its scale and an-
ticipation. Meanwhile, he
is also set to appear in
'Thalaivar 173", directed
by Cibi Chakravarti and
backed by Kamal Haasan.

Baldom

tently denied these alle-
gations, maintaining
that the backlash Lively
faced online was or-
ganic and not coordi-
nated. What remains
undisputed is that the
actor experienced in-
tense public criticism
across digital platforms,
as per Deadline. Court-
ordered settlement talks
between both parties
have reportedly failed.
Baldoni's attorney,
Bryan Freedman, had
earlier indicated that ne-
gotiations in February

Rajasthan Royals clinch second straight
win, edge Gujarat 'Titans m thriller

NEW DELHI
Wakeup telangana

Tushar Deshpande
bowled a magnificent
final over by landing six
consecutive deliveries on
either blockhole or wide
yorker length in an exhi-
bition of high-class bowl-
ing as Rajasthan Royals
edged out Gujarat Titans
by six runs in an IPL
humdinger here on Sat-
urday.

This was Royals’ second
successive win in the tour-
nament while the Ashish
Nehra coached GT team
has now lost two matches
in a row.

Riding on half-centuries
from Dhruv Jurel (75 off
42 balls) and Yashasvi
Jaiswal (55 off 36 balls ),
Royals scored 210 for 6 in
their 20 overs.

Despite Sai Sudharsan’s
73 which oozed class, GT
were staring down the
barrel at 161 for 7 before
Kagiso Rabada (23 not
out) and stand-in skipper
Rashid Khan (24) took the
team close to a win with
10 needed off the final
over.

But Deshpande had other
ideas as he started the
final over with a wide but
then was on target with
three singles and a wide

fuller delivery that Rashid
conceded a dot. In the
end, only four runs were
scored and the Titans
would feel that they let it
slip big time after a solid
opening stand.

With Shubman Gill ab-
sent due to spasms, Sai
Sudharsan (73 off 44
balls) had a new partner in
debutant Kumar Kushagra
(18 off 14 balls) but it was
the Tamil Nadu man who
did bulk of the scoring in
the 78-run opening stand.
When it came to sheer
elegance and grace, Sud-
harsan hardly has any
peers among the new
breed of T20 batters.

Even the sixes that he hit
— three apart from nine
boundaries —, seemed like

caressed through the orbit.
For Kushagra, it was
about playing the second
fiddle. However once

Sudharsan was snapped
by Bishnoi with a half-
tracker, suddenly, GT lost
track with the leg-spinner
tormenting them with al-
tered length and varia-
tions.

From 107 for 1, suddenly,
they were reeling at 133
for 5 and subsequently be-
came 161 for 7 with all
recognised batters back in
the hut.

However Rabada and Ra-
shid had other ideas as
they launched brutal yet
swift counter-attack which
wasn’t enough in the end.

Earlier, Jurel beautifully
merged aggression and

discretion in his 42-ball
75 to guide Rajasthan
Royals to a challenging
210 for 6 after opting to
bat. In the RR innings,
Jaiswal looked like get-
ting back into the groove
with a 55 off 36 balls after
‘Boy Wonder’ Sooryavan-
shi smashed 18-ball 31 in
an opening stand of 70 in
just 6.2 overs.

Jurel seemed settled in
his new role as No. 3 and
showed that there is place
for conventional shots and
yet can strike at more than
150. The pick-up pull off
Ashok Sharma after com-
pleting his fifty was a de-
light — a testimony to his
strong core and good
hands. He hit five maxi-
mums and an equal
number of boundaries.
For Gujarat Titans, Ashok
Sharma (1/37 in 4 overs),
in only his second IPL
game, emerged as the
‘Next big pace hope’ hav-
ing clocked 154.2 clicks
and consistently bowling
northwards of 145 kmph.
But BCCI coaches would
need to be careful as there
are stories of Mayank
Yadav and Umran Malik
to learn from.

Jurel’s knock was a
throwback to the good old
early days of IPL where
there was one person.

Delhi Capitals outclass Mumbai
Indians in firsthome game

NEW DELHI
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Impact substitute Sameer
Rizvi continued his fine
form with another half-
century as Delhi Capitals
outclassed Mumbai In-
dians by six wickets in
their first home game of
the 2026 IPL season here
on Saturday.

Chasing 163, the 22-year-
old Rizvi (90 off 51 balls)
took apart the MI attack
with a fluent knock stud-
ded with seven fours and
as many sixes.After suf-
fering a top-order wobble
for the second successive
game, Delhi Capitals
steadied through a 66-run
stand for the third wicket
between Rizvi and Pa-
thum Nissanka, who
scored 44 off 30 balls.

Rizvi then added 78 runs
with David Miller (17 not
out) as the hosts com-
pleted the chase with 11
balls to spare.

Initially playing second
fiddle to Nissanka, Rizvi
shifted gears after the Sri
Lankan’s dismissal, taking
on the bowlers with ease.

The youngster smashed
back-to-back fours fol-
lowed by two towering

sixes, including one over
deep backward point, to
plunder 20 runs off the
11th over bowled by Cor-
bin Bosch.

He continued the assault
in the next over, whipping
consecutive sixes off Ma-
yank Markande to seize
complete control of the
chase.

He was unlucky to miss
out on his debut IPL ton
but received a standing
ovation from the crowd
when Bosch dismissed
him.

Earlier, Delhi Capitals
bowlers restricted Mum-
bai Indians to 162 for six
despite stand-in skipper
Suryakumar Yadav’s pa-
tient half-century.

Suryakumar anchored the
innings with a 36-ball 51,
hitting three fours and two

sixes, while Rohit Sharma
made 35 even as other MI
batters struggled.

Skipper Axar Patel was
exceptional, conceding
just 22 runs in his four
overs and removing the
dangerous Rohit Sharma.

Leg-spinner Vipraj
Nigam (1/24 in 3 overs)
chipped in with a wicket,
while Kuldeep Yadav
(0/31 in 3 overs) proved
slightly expensive.

The pace trio of Mukesh
Kumar (2/26), Lungi
Ngidi (1/34) and T Nata-
rajan (1/24) also played
their part, sharing four
wickets between them.

Mukesh struck early, re-
moving the in-form Ryan
Rickelton with a good-
length delivery that was
miscued to Axar at mid-
off. Two balls later, he

produced a return catch to
dismiss Tilak Varma for a
duck, leaving Mumbai In-
dians two down inside the
powerplay.

Rohit and Suryakumar
then steadied the innings
with a 53-run partnership.
Rohit got going with the
first six of the match, dis-
patching an overpitched
ball from Nigam over
long-on, while Suryaku-
mar followed up with a
maximum off the next de-
livery.

However, Delhi spinners
tightened the screws soon
after. Axar accounted for
Rohit, who mistimed a
shot to the cover region
where Nitish Rana com-
pleted a fine catch.

Vipraj then dismissed
Sherfane Rutherford (5),
with Mukesh taking a
good catch close to the
boundary.

Suryakumar, leading in
the absence of Hardik
Pandya, tried to accelerate
alongside Naman Dhir
(28) as Mumbeai crossed
the 100-run mark. The
pair targeted wrist spinner
Kuldeep Yadav, collecting
15 runs in the 15th over,
including two sixes.
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BRS-CPI alliance wins Kyathanpalii
chairperson, vice-chairperson

T g

T he annual “Run for Jesus” was held on Holy Sat-
urday across India, drawing participation from more
than 800 locations to commemorate Good Friday
and Easter. Initiated in 2011, the event witnessed enthusiastic
involvement from thousands of youths and members of the

Christian community, who took to the streets walking, run-
ning, and riding vehicles while proclaiming the message of the
crucifixion and resurrection of Jesus Christ with slogans like
“Christ is Risen! Indeed, Christ is Risen!”

In the city, the rally was conducted at over 40 locations, cov-
ering nearly 200 km. The main event was flagged off early
morning by Cardinal Poola Anthony, while at Munuganoor,
Ibrahimpatnam MLA Malreddy Ranga Reddy inaugurated the
rally and extended his support, saying, “God bless them.” In
Ramnagar, the rally was flagged off by Muta Gopal in the
presence of youth leader Muta Jai Simha.

Organising committee member Paul Devapriyam Pulla noted
that Christians from all walks of life participated in large
numbers, making the event a grand success. Adding to the
celebrations, David Norfolk of Millennium Church said an
inter-church cricket tournament involving 26 teams was held
prior to the rally, generating excitement among Christian
youth.

Azharuddin Boosts
cnngress l:amnalgn 1] TII’III‘

haruddin campaigned for the Indian Na-

tional Congress in Kerala on Saturday,
April 4, energising voters in Tirur constituency
with a cricket-themed address in support of candi-
date Kurukkoli Moideen.Addressing a packed pub-
lic meeting in Tirur, Azharuddin compared the
election to a high-stakes cricket match, urging
voters to treat each vote like a “six” that would se-
cure the future.

Drawing loud cheers, he described Moideen as a
“Test player” — dependable and capable — while
taking a swipe at the Opposition, saying they had
only delivered “no balls, wide balls and run-out
dramas.”Earlier in the day, Azharuddin interacted
with local youth in Puthanathani, joining them in
friendly games of cricket and football, which
added excitement to the campaign trail. His pres-
ence drew enthusiastic participation from young
voters.A former Indian captain who played 99
Tests and 334 ODIs, Azharuddin now serves as a
minister in Telangana, handling the Minorities
Welfare portfolio, and is also a member of the
AICC Advisory Council on Minority Affairs.He
concluded his speech with a call for unity, saying,
“Let Tirur win, let the people win,” reinforcing the
Congress party’s appeal to voters ahead of the As-
sembly elections.

F ormer India cricket captain Mohammad Az-
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Despite hurdles created by
the Congress, the BRS-
CPI alliance captured the
posts of chairperson and
vice-chairperson of Kyat-
hanpalli municipality. A
special meeting was held
to conduct elections to the
two posts on Saturday.
The BRS councilor Go-
dishela Sandhya Rani was
elected as the chairperson
of 22-member Kyathan-
palli municipality, while
CPI councilor Mittapalli
Saritha was elected as
vice-chairperson with the
alliance having an abso-
lute majority with 14
councilors. The election
process began at 11 am
and ended at noon amid
tight security made by de-
ploying 600 policemen at
junctions and near the
civic body.

The Congress tried to bag
the posts with the help of

3

its seven councilors, an
independent, the labor
Minister Dr G Vivek and
Peddapalli MP G Vamshi
Krishna, who enrolled as
an ex-officio member. Ho-
wever, they stayed away
from the election as it was
clear that they would not
be able to capture the
posts. This has led to
smooth conduct of the
process ending nearly a
two-month long suspen-
sion over election.

Earlier, the election of the
governing council was
postponed twice resulting

in a suspension, drawing
the attention of many. The
process was initially post-
poned due to lack of quo-
rum on February 17. It
was again postponed
when councilors of the
Congress assaulted the
BRS-CPI councilors at the
time of the meeting. The
State Election Commis-
sion issued an order to
conduct the elections on
Saturday, when the BRS
leaders approached the
High Court.

The councilors were
shifted to a camp organ-

ized by the BRS district
president Balka Suman.
The Congress made all
out efforts to emerge vic-
torious in the elections
even though it had seven
councilors. It reportedly
tried to lure councilors
from the

BRS-CPI alliance by of-
fering developmental
projects. It then allegedly
used police to register
cases against leaders of
the BRS.

On February 18, Suman
and 13 others including
former Zilla Parishad
vice-chairperson Mula
Reddy from Chennur
town was arrested and
were sent to jail in Adila-
bad town for allegedly for
unlawful assembly, rioting
and obstructing the duties
of a sub-inspector amidst
strong resistance from
party’s cadres. He was re-
leased from jail on bail on
March 4.

Study Flags Rising Groundwater Risks In Musi Basin

HYDERABAD
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A recent study covering
more than 25 years of data
by National Geophysical
Research Institute
(NGRI), Hyderabad,
Academy of Scientific
and Innovative Research,
Ghaziabad, and the
JNTU-Hyderaba’s depart-
ment of civil engineering,
has raised concerns over
increasing groundwater
vulnerability in parts of
the Musi river basin, high-
lighting the growing risk
of pollution in several
sub-basins due to hydro-
geological and human fac-
tors. While most

sub-basins recorded some
recovery in groundwater
levels over the past dec-
ade, areas like Hussain
Sagar witnessed a decline,
indicating stress on
aquifers.

This was published in the
‘Current Science’ journal
and researched by S.
Chandrapuri, N.C. Mon-
dal and M.V.S.S. Giridhar.

The research used analy-
sed rainfall, groundwater
levels, and water quality
indicators between 2007
and 2023. The findings re-
veal that sub-basins such
as Paleru, Muchkunda,
Shamirpet, and Ibrahim-
patnam are particularly
vulnerable to groundwater
contamination. According
to the study, the basin re-
ceives an average annual
rainfall of about 1,047
mm, with nearly 82 per
cent occurring during the
monsoon months from
June to September. De-
spite a slight increase in
rainfall over the years,
groundwater recharge re-
mains uneven across re-
gions. On average, only

about 14.96 per cent of
monsoon rainfall contrib-
utes to groundwater re-
charge, with the highest
recharge observed in Ibra-
himpatnam (21.68 per
cent) and the lowest in
Osmansagar and Hussain-
sagar (12.06 per cent).
Groundwater levels
showed significant varia-
tion across the basin,
ranging from shallow
depths of 0.25 metres to
as deep as nearly 30 me-
tres below ground level.
While most sub-basins
recorded some recovery in
groundwater levels over
the past decade, areas like
Hussainsagar witnessed a
decline, indicating stress
on aquifers.

Meth worth Rs 63 lakh
seized in Hyderabad’s
Jeedimetla, two held

QN

HYDERABAD
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Two individuals, a drug
peddler and his cus-
tomer, were arrested by
Jeedimetla police on
Friday, April 3, with 316
gram of Methampheta-
mine (meth) worth Rs
63,20,000 during a raid
at Ganesh Nagar near
Kaman Chintal.

The accused have
been identified as Vem-
ula Sai Kumar (peddler)
and Tirumala Arvind
(consumer). Along with
the meth, two weighing
machines worth Rs
8,000 and one mobile
phone worth Rs 10,000
were also seized.

A case has been reg-
istered under section
8(c) read with 22(c),
27(b), 29 of Narcotic
Drugs and Psychotropic
Substances (NDPS)
Act, 1985.The main
supplier, Poojith, a res-
ident of Quthbullapur, is
currently absconding.
Efforts are underway to
nab other customers
linked to the peddlers.

Telangana to host ‘Health
Week’ from April 6 to 11

HYDERABAD
Wakeup telangana

As part of the ongoing 99-
day Public Governance
Progress Plan, the Telan-
gana government will or-
ganise ‘Health Week’ from
April 6 to April 11. The
week will begin with an
‘Eat Right Walk’ at 6:30
am on April 6 at Necklace
Road for ‘Food Safety’
day. Afterwards, a Millet
Mela with 40 stalls will be
organised at the Naturo-
pathy Hospital from 3:00
pm.

Training for food han-
dlers, distribution of certifi-
cates to street food
vendors, and distribution
of hygiene rating certifi-
cates will be taken up at
the same event.

On April 7, the state will
celebrate World Health
Day, beginning with the in-
auguration of an advanced
medical linear accelerator
(LINAC) machine at
Nizam’s Institute of Medi-
cal Sciences (NIMS) at
10:00 am by Health Minis-
ter Damodar Raja Nara-
simha. He will participate

in various programs at
Ravindra Bharathi and
hand over an appointment
letter to 871 doctors se-
lected for the posts of As-
sistant Professor and Civil
Assistant Surgeon Spe-
cialist.On April 8, ‘Safe
Mother Day’ will be orga-
nised at the Midwifery
Training Institute in Boi-
guda at 11:00 am. Antena-
tal Care (ANC) tests will
be conducted in the dis-
tricts, and identification of
high-risk cases, work-
shops on maternity serv-
ices will be organised, and
awareness will be created
among women at the vil-
lage level, the Minister
said.On April 9, a Red Run
will be organised in Hyder-
abad and the districts at
7:00 am to create aware-
ness about Acquired Im-
munodeficiency Syndrome
(AIDS). Additionally, spe-
cial medical camps will be
organised in prisons, and
free tests will be given at
transgender clinics.
Ayurveda, Yoga, and Na-
turopathy, Unani, Siddha
and Homoeopathy
(AYUSH) Day.

GHMC’s Mega Drive Removes
Nearly 300 Encroachments

Drive targets footpaths and road margins across six zones following High Court directions

HYDERABAD
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Acting on directions from the
Hon’ble High Court, the Greater
Hyderabad Municipal Corporation
conducted a massive single-day en-
forcement drive on April 4, remov-
ing 798 encroachments across
Hyderabad to reclaim footpaths and

road margins.

The drive spanned all six zones—
Shamshabad, Charminar, Rajendra-
nagar, Golconda, Khairatabad and
Secunderabad. Of the total, 340
were permanent structures and 458

were temporary.

The highest number of removals
was reported in Shamshabad and

Golconda zones.

Shamshabad alone accounted for
222 encroachments, largely along

Rallaguda Road. Rajendranagar fol-
lowed with 175 removals, including
79 in Circle-19 and 96 in Attapur’s

Circle-20 stretch between Pillar No.

252 and 116.

Golconda zone recorded 154 remo-
vals in Goshamahal, covering key

gunj.

In Charminar, 52 encroachments
were cleared along Laad Bazar—Pu-
ranapul road. Secunderabad saw 60
removals in Mettuguda along the

stretches from Jambagh Hanuman
Temple to MJ Market and up to Sid-
damberbazar Masjid near Afzal-

Shop owners near the Clock Tower at Murg| Chowk salvage their be-
longings after their decades-old shops were demolished during a
GHMC encroachment drive in Hyderabad'’s Old City.
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Secunderabad Railway Station road.
Khairatabad reported 25 removals
in Yousufguda, including demoli-

tion of compound walls. The drive

city.

is part of a larger initiative to im-
prove pedestrian safety and enforce
urban planning norms across the

AIMIM Leaders Halt
Demolitions in Old City

HYDERABAD
Wakeup telangana

AIMIM leaders jumped
into the fray to prevent
the GHMC from demol-
ishing encroachments at
Murgi Chowk and Rikab-
gun;j in the OId City, even
as the corporation said it
had removed 798 struc-
tures amid protests ac-
ross the city on Saturday.
Of these, 340 were per-
manent structures and
458 were temporary in
nature. Apart from at
Murgi Chowk, encroach-
ments were brought
down on the road from
Rathifile bus stand to
Alpha hotel via the Se-
cunderabad railway sta-
tion; Rallaguda road to
the Shamshabad bus
stop, NH-44 to Rallaguda

in Shamshabad circle,
Rikabgunj Road (Charmi-
nar circle), Aramgarh
(Rajendranagar circle)
and on the stretch from
Jambagh Hanuman Tem-
ple to MJ Market.

At Murgi Chowk, the ac-
tion started early in the
day when local traders
tried to block GHMC staff
who brought in heavy
equipment and were ac-
companied by police per-
sonnel. With a short time,
AIMIM MLC Rahmat
Baig and party leader
Sohail Pasha Quadri, a
former corporator from
Pattargatti, reach the
spot and threatened the
GHMC staff and forced
them to stop work. A few
shops were demolished
by that time.

RNI reg No: TELENG/2021/81112. Editor Printer, Published and Owned by Mir Qurram Ali, Printed at: RIYAZ PRINTING PRESS, # 22-8-161, Chatta Bazar, Hyd- 500002 & Published From 17-3-433/134/1,
Ganganagar, Yakutpura, hyderabad-500023 Cell: 7660851472, Email: wakeuptelangana5@gmail.com, www.wakeuptelangana.com



