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TELANGANAWAKE UP 
THE VOICE OF THE VOICELESS

Gear Up for Extended  
GHMC Polls in Sept-Oct,  
Says Ramchander Rao: P8 

Telangana Rising 2047 
Targets Inclusive Urban 
Growth, Says Bhatti: P3 

Sooryavanshi’s fury 
takes Rajasthan 
closer to playoffs: P7 

SCAN FOR EPAPER

Revanth Reddy said the government was also working towards completing the associated projects to provide irrigation facilities to 12.3 lakh acres. 
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NEW DELHI 
Wakeup telangana 
 
After collective talks with 
the Prime Ministers of 
Norway, Sweden, Den-
mark, Iceland and Finland 
at the third India-Nordic 
summit in the Norwegian 
capital of Oslo on Tues-
day, Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi announced 
the elevation of ties to a 
“green technology and in-
novation strategic partner-
ship” reflecting a “shared 
commitment to sustain-
ability, innovation and 
green growth”. Modi said 
that India and the Nordic 
nations will continue to 
work together to 
strengthen the rules-based 
global order amidst the 
era of global tensions and 
conflict. 
 During the talks, India 
and the five Nordic na-
tions “discussed opportu-
nities for collaboration in 
trade and investment, blue 
economy, circular econ-
omy, digital infrastructure, 
digitalisation and artificial 
intelligence, climate ac-
tion and energy security, 
fighting pollution, water, 

research and education, 
talent mobility, healthcare, 
space & geospatial sectors 
and defence," a joint state-
ment issued later read. It 
also “acknowledged in-
vestment opportunities in-
cluding 100 per cent FDI 
being offered to Nordic 
defence firms in Indian 
defence industrial corri-
dors”. 
 At the talks, the Prime 
Minister declared that 
there should be “no com-
promise and no double 
standards” globally when 
it comes to fighting terror-
ism. He had earlier 
thanked the Nordic na-
tions for their support to 
India after the Pahalgam 
terror attack last year. 
While also calling out the 
menace of cross-border 
terrorism, the joint state-

ment “condemned in the 
strongest terms the terror-
ist attack in  
Pahalgam, Jammu and 
Kashmir, on April 22, 
2025, and the terror inci-
dent near Red Fort in New 
Delhi on November 10, 
2025.” 
 Norway’s PM Jonas Gahr 
Støre, Swedish PM Ulf 
Kristersson, acting Danish 
PM Mette Frederiksen, 
Finland’s PM Petteri 
Orpo, and Iceland’s PM 
Kristín Frostadóttir also 
made brief remarks during 
which it was declared that 
Finland will host the 
fourth edition of the 
India-Nordic Summit at 
Helsinki. Ms Frederiksen, 
meanwhile, hailed India 
as one of the biggest 
powers of the world. 

Amit Shah Launches Bastar Rehabilitation Centres for Surrendered Naxals

Modi Talks Trade 
With Nordic Pms 

RAIPUR 
Wakeup telangana 
 
Union Home Minister 
Amit Shah on Tuesday 
said that Centres have 
been developed in Bastar 
in Chhattisgarh to reform 
and rehabilitate the sur-
rendered Naxals ‘socially, 
economically and psycho-
logically’. Addressing a 
press conference at Jag-
dalpur, headquarters of 
Bastar, Mr. Shah said that 
these Centres, developed 
at a cost of Rs 20 crore, 

focused on livelihood 
generation for the surren-
dered Maoists by skilling 
them in various trades, 
and their social reintegra-
tion and psychological 
transformation to ensure 
that they lead a normal 
social life with their fam-
ilies. 
 He said that some of the 
surrendered Naxals had 
been deprived of educa-
tion for being drafted into 
the Maoist cadre forcibly 
when they were children. 
They are the victims of 

Naxalism, he said. A sen-
ior police officer in Bastar 
said that the Centres have 
been developed once in 
each district headquarters 
in Bastar comprising 
seven districts of Bastar, 
Kanker, Kondagaon, Dan-
tewada, Sukma, Bijapur 

and Narayanpur. 
 The Union minister said 
that 70 of 196 security 
camps established in Bas-
tar to combat Naxalism 
will be developed into 
public service Centres, 
christened as ‘Shaheed 
Gundadhur Seva Dera’, 
where all the government 
facilities and services will 
be available under one 
platform. “This a scientif-
ically designed model to 
ensure speedy devel-
opment of Bastar to make 
up for the loss the region 

suffered in terms of devel-
opment for the last five 
decades due to Naxalism 
and to catch up with the 
rest of India within the 
next five years”, he 
said.Mr. Shah said that the 
public service Centres are 
being developed to ensure 
provision of basic amen-
ities for the local tribals 
and 100 percent saturation 
of various government 
welfare schemes meant 
for them which could not 
reach them due to Mao-
ism. 

HYDERABAD 
Wakeup telangana 
 
Alleging that illegal 
e‑pharmacies are enabling 
AI‑generated fake pre-
scriptions and threatening 
both public health and 
small medical shops, 
chemists’ associations 
have announced a nation-
wide bandh of medical 
shops on May 20. The All 
India Organisation of 
Chemists and Druggists 
(AIOCD), Telangana 
Chemists and Druggists 
Association (TTCDA) 

and Hyderabad District 
Chemists and Druggists 
Association (HCDA) said 
over 12.40 lakh shops and 
distributors will join the 
protest. 
 The associations charged 
that online platforms were 
misusing relaxations 
under G.S.R. 817(E), al-
lowing medicines to be 
sold without proper verifi-
cation. They warned that 
fake prescriptions could 
make antibiotics and 
habit‑forming drugs easily 
accessible, worsening an-
timicrobial resistance. 

They also accused corpo-
rate pharmacy chains of 
predatory pricing, offering 
deep discounts despite 
regulated margins under 
the Drug Price Control 
Order, and driving small 
chemists to losses. 
 The organisations de-
manded withdrawal of 
Covid‑era notification 
G.S.R. 220(E) and cancel-
lation of G.S.R. 817(E), 
calling for a “level play-
ing field” in pricing. “This 
is not just a business issue 
but also a matter of public 
health safety.  

NEW DELHI 
Wakeup telangana 
 
Chief Minister A Revanth 
Reddy on Tuesday di-
rected ministers and offi-
cials to expedite the 
completion of Palamuru-
Rangareddy lift irrigation 
scheme (PRLIS) and all 
other pending irrigation 
projects in the erstwhile 
Mahbubnagar district 
after quickly acquiring 
land needed for the pur-
pose. Reviewing the pro-
gress of irrigation projects 
at a meeting with minis-
ters and MLAs from the 
district, the Chief Minister 
said the state government 
was committed to com-
pleting the PRLIS on pri-
ority and supplying 
drinking water to 1,226 
villages in Nagarkurnool, 
Mahbubnagar, Naray-
anpet, Vikarabad, Ranga-
reddy and Nalgonda 
districts in the first phase. 
He said the government 
was also working towards 
completing the associated 
projects to provide irriga-
tion facilities to 12.3 lakh 
acres. 
 Revanth Reddy criticised 
the claims made by BRS 

leaders that 90 per cent of 
the works under the 
PRLIS had been com-
pleted during their ten-
year tenure, terming the 
campaign false and in-
tended to mislead the pub-
lic. He alleged that the 
previous BRS government 
had caused severe damage 
to the project by shifting 
the offtake point from Ju-
rala to the Srisailam reser-
voir. He also accused the 
previous government of 
calling tenders for the dis-
tributor network without 
completing land acqui-
sition. 
 The Chief Minister in-
structed officials to under-
take field visits and 
expedite land acquisition 
for the PLRIS and other 
irrigation projects. He as-
sured that the government 
would release the required 

funds for land acquisition 
and clear pending bills re-
lated to the projects. Dis-
trict incharge ministers 
were directed to hold reg-
ular reviews with officials 
concerned and continu-
ously monitor the pro-
gress of irrigation projects 
in the Palamuru region. 
 Ministers Jupally Krishna 
Rao and Vakiti Srihari, 
Government Whip Yen-
nam Srinivas Reddy, 
MLAs Kasireddy Naray-
ana Reddy, Madhusudan 
Reddy, Megha Reddy, Ra-
kesh Reddy, Vamsi 
Krishna, Veerlapalli 
Shankarayya and Bandla 
Krishna Mohan Reddy, 
along with Chief Secre-
tary K Ramakrishna Rao, 
attended the meeting. 
Later, Irrigation minister 
N. Uttam Kumar Reddy 
held a meeting with min-

isters and MLAs of erst-
while Mahbubnagar dis-
trict where he said the 
government’s objective 
was to complete the pend-
ing projects in Palamuru 
district on par with the 
Devadula, SLBC and See-
tharama projects and pro-
vide abundant irrigation 
and drinking water facil-
ities. 
 Uttam Kumar Reddy said 
the Congress government 
was committed to correct-
ing the injustice done to 
the Palamuru district dur-
ing the ten-year rule of the 
BRS government. He an-
nounced that another spe-
cial review meeting would 
be held within 15 days to 
reassess measures re-
quired for speeding up the 
works and directed offi-
cials to prepare compre-
hensive reports on the 
progress of all irrigation 
projects in the erstwhile 
district. Referring to the 
Jurala project, where 
heavy silt accumulation 
has reduced the water 
storage capacity to less 
than 8 tmc ft, Uttam 
Kumar Reddy said propo-
sals had been sent under 
the Dam Rehabilitation.

Revanth Sets Deadline  
Push For Dam Projects 

Petrol, Diesel Prices Hiked by 90 Paise  E-Pharmacies Trigger Nationwide 
Chemists’ Bandh Over AI Prescriptions

Leaders also exchange views on global issues 

Maharashtra Govt 
Seeks ECI Clearance 
For Farm Loan Waiver 
The Maharashtra Cooper-
ation Department on 
Tuesday sought permis-
sion from the Election 
Commission of India 
(ECI) to implement the 
farm loan waiver scheme 
during the Model Code of 
Conduct (MCC) in force 
for the Legislative Council 
elections. The department 
argued that the scheme, 
announced in the State 
Budget, would benefit 
farmers and not members 
of local bodies, who are 
the electorate for the 
Council polls. 
 A senior official said that 
once the ECI grants ap-
proval, the Cooperation 
Department will place a 
proposal before the State 
Cabinet for clearance. 
The official said the de-
partment had written to 
Maharashtra Chief Electo-
ral Officer S. Chockal-
ingam seeking approval 
to implement the Pu-
nyashlok Ahilyabai Holkar 
Farm Loan Waiver 

The Supreme Court for the first 
time on Tuesday allowed eutha-
nasia for rabid, incurably ill, or 
demonstrably dangerous stray 
dogs to curb the threat to 
human life. A bench of Justices 
Vikram Nath, Sandeep Mehta 
and NV Anjaria issued a slew of 
directions to deal with the rising 
population of stray dogs in the 
country. The bench emphatically 
stated that preventing the eutha-
nasia of stray dogs is the most 
important direction it is issuing 
to authorities and officials of 
civic bodies. 
 It said the civic authorities may 
resort to euthanasia in areas 
where the stray dog population 
has reached alarming propor-
tions and where frequent dog 
bites or aggressive attacks pose 
a continuing threat to public 
safety. 

NEW DELHI 
Wakeup telangana 
 
State-owned oil marketing 
companies (OMCs) on 
Tuesday increased petrol 
and diesel prices by about 
90 paise per litre. The sec-
ond hike came less than a 
week after the petrol and 
diesel prices were hiked 
by ₹3 per litre last Friday, 
citing financial stress on 
OMCs amid the West Asia 
crisis. While the Opposi-
tion parties hit out at the 
Centre over the fuel price 
hike, the BJP defended 
the move as the “lowest 
increase amidst the surge 
across the world”.After 

Tuesday's hike, petrol 
price, according to indus-
try sources, rose in Hyder-
abad by about 99 paise. 
Petrol in Hyderabad now 
costs ₹111.77, up from 
₹110.89, while diesel 
stands at ₹99.89 in Telan-
gana. The respective 

prices in Delhi are ₹98.64 
and ₹91.58. The back-to-
back increases come after 
global crude oil prices 
surged more than 50 per 
cent since late February 
following the US attack 
on war and disruptions to 
shipments through the 

Strait of Hormuz, a criti-
cal global oil transit route. 
If the situation does not 
improve in the coming 
days, then sources claim 
more hikes are imminent, 
while officials maintain 
that the approach of grad-
ual hikes in petrol and 
diesel prices is aimed at 
avoiding an immediate in-
flation shock to the econ-
omy. 
 While officials maintain 
that the approach of grad-
ual hikes in petrol and 
diesel prices is aimed at 
partially easing pressure 
on oil companies without 
triggering a sharp infla-

SC Allows Euthanasia 
for Rabid, Incurably  
Ill Stray Dogs 
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Amit Shah Says Bastar Rehabilitation Centres Will Ensure Social Reintegration, Livelihood and Psychological Transformation of Surrendered Naxals
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BRS Seeks Probe Into  
MP’s Land, Mining Deals 

Better Services Will Build Trust in Govt Hospitals: Collector 

HYDERABAD 
Wakeup telangana 
 
BRS spokesperson 
Manne Krishank on 
Tuesday demanded a ju-
dicial inquiry into al-
leged irregular land 
transfers and black gra-
nite mining operations 
involving Congress MP 
and government adviser 
Vem Narender Reddy 
and his family members. 
He accused the MP of 
misusing the State gov-
ernment’s digital land 
records platform, Bhu 
Bharati, to illegally ac-
quire assigned lands in 
Mahbubabad district. 
 Addressing a press con-
ference at Telangana 
Bhavan, Krishank al-
leged that several parcels 
of assigned land meant 
for SC/ST beneficiaries 

in Arpanpally village of 
Kesamudram mandal 
were unlawfully trans-
ferred and registered in 
the name of Narender 
Reddy’s son, Vem 
Krishna Bhargav Reddy. 
According to him, these 
transactions violated 
legal safeguards that pro-
hibit the sale, transfer or 
commercial use of as-
signed lands. 
 Krishank further alleged 
that nearly 15 acres of 
such assigned land were 
being used for black gra-
nite mining activities 
through Sri Sai Krishna 
Granites, a company re-
portedly registered in the 
name of Narender 
Reddy’s wife, Vem Vi-
jayalakshmi. He claimed 
that mining operations 
were being carried out 
despite restrictions on 

the use of assigned lands 
for private commercial 
activities. 
 Presenting copies of 
land passbooks, survey 
numbers, mining depart-
ment records and elec-
tion affidavits during the 
media interaction, Krish-
ank questioned how pro-
hibited lands were 
converted and registered 
through the Bhu Bharati 
system without official 
intervention. He alleged 
that revenue and mining 

department officials col-
luded to facilitate own-
ership changes and grant 
permissions for mining 
operations. 
 The BRS leader also 
pointed out that these 
properties allegedly did 
not appear in election af-
fidavits filed by Na-
render Reddy during 
earlier elections. He 
claimed the assets sur-
faced only in recent dis-
closures after the 
Congress government 
came to power in Telan-
gana, raising suspicions 
about the timing and 
manner of the registra-
tions. 
 Demanding immediate 
government intervention, 
Krishank called for can-
cellation of all alleged il-
legal land transfers and 
restoration of the proper-

ties to the original SC/ST 
beneficiaries. He urged 
the State government to 
suspend and initiate ac-
tion against officials re-
sponsible for approving 
the transfers and mining 
permissions. 
 Stating that the BRS 
would continue to pursue 
the matter through legal 
channels, Krishank said 
the party was preparing 
to approach the Lokay-
ukta and file Public In-
terest Litigation (PIL) 
seeking a detailed inves-
tigation into the alleged 
land and mining irregu-
larities. He also said 
complaints would be 
submitted to the relevant 
authorities demanding a 
comprehensive judicial 
probe into the entire 
issue and accountability 
for all those involved.

Collector Directs School  
Repairs Before Reopening 
HYDERABAD 
Wakeup telangana 
 
Komaram Bheem Asifa-
bad collector K. Haritha 
on Tuesday directed offi-
cials to complete repair 
works in government 
schools and ensure avail-
ability of drinking water, 
power supply and func-
tioning toilets before 
schools reopen on June 
12. Reviewing prepared-
ness for reopening of 

schools after the summer 
holidays, the collector in-
structed officials con-
cerned to ensure 
distribution of uniforms 
and textbooks to students 
on the first day of reopen-

ing. Along with additional 
collector Yuvaraj Singh 
Marmat, she also re-
viewed measures to im-
prove teaching standards 
and provide quality edu-
cation through digital 
classes in government 
schools. The collector 
said serious efforts were 
being made to introduce 
Artificial Intelligence-
based learning methods 
for students. 
 

NALGONDA 
Wakeup telangana 
 
Yadadri-Bhongir district collector 
Anuraag Jayanti directed doctors 
and staff at Primary Health Centres 
(PHCs) to remain available to pa-
tients and ensure quality treatment, 
stating that better services alone 
would build public trust in govern-
ment hospitals.  
 Inspecting the PHC at Tangedapalli 
in Choutuppal Municipality, he in-
quired about medical services being 
provided and the availability of ul-
trasound scan facilities for pregnant 
women. 
 He directed medical officials to 
make special arrangements for reg-
ular medical tests, including blood 
pressure and blood sugar checks for 

pregnant women. He also instructed 
them to identify high-risk preg-
nancies and ensure timely supply of 
medicines. Stating that the number 
of outpatients visiting the PHC was 
not satisfactory, the collector said 
improvement in medical services 
and availability of doctors would 
encourage people to visit govern-
ment hospitals.  

 He asked doctors and hospital staff 
to work with dedication. He also in-
quired about the number of deliver-
ies being conducted every month at 
government hospitals. Stressing the 
need to encourage normal deliver-
ies, he urged staff to provide serv-
ices in a manner that instils 
confidence in government health-
care facilities. 
  Later, the district collector in-
spected the IKP paddy procurement 
centre at Tangedapalli. He under-
lined the need to carry out paddy 
procurement without causing incon-
venience to farmers and directed of-
ficials to speed up procurement 
operations. District medical and 
health officer Dr M. Manohar and 
officials of Choutuppal mandal 
were also present. 

ADILABAD 
Wakeup telangana 
 
Armoor divisional police 
on Tuesday raided five 
brick kilns in the Armoor 
mandal in Nizamabad dis-
trict and rescued nearly 
100 ‘bonded labourers’, 
including children and 
women belonging to 
Andhra Pradesh, Telan-
gana, Tamil Naidu and 
Odisha. Efforts are being 
made to send the bonded 
labourers and their fam-
ilies back home. The po-
lice would file criminal 
cases against the owners 
of the brick kilns for ex-

ploiting the labourers, and 
the raids continued till 
night. 
 It is learnt that the 
owners of the brick kilns 
kept the labourers and 
their family members in 

restricted conditions, forc-
ing them to work without 
minimum wages and extra 
hours and providing basic 
amenities. On the tip-off 
from the relatives of the 
bonded labourers, the po-

lice formed special teams 
and conducted raids on 
the five brick kilns at 
Degam village in Armoor 
mandal. According to offi-
cial sources, the police, 
along with other con-
cerned departments, 
raided BTR brick kiln and 
four other brick kilns in 
different places in the 
same mandal. Nizamabad 
district magistrate Bhara-
tha Laxmi participated in 
the raids on Brick kilns 
and said she will take ac-
tion against the owners of 
brick kilns who were ex-
ploiting the labourers. 
 

RANGAREDDY 
Wakeup telangana 
Srirangam Venkatesh 
 
PAC Chairman Arekapudi 
Gandhi inspected the re-
storation and beautifica-
tion works of Kaidamma 
Kunta and Eerla lakes in 
Hafeezpet Division along 
with Irrigation and CMC 
officials.  
 The works are being 
taken up through CSR 
funds of Nexus Select 
Malls under the supervi-
sion of Malligavad Foun-
dation.Gandhi said the 

lake restoration works 
would improve the envi-
ronment and transform 
the area into an attractive 
eco-friendly zone. 
  He stated that walking 
tracks, fencing, strength-
ening of lake bunds, UGD 

pipelines to stop sewage 
flow, and beautification 
works would be taken up 
and completed before the 
monsoon. 
 He appreciated the CSR 
initiative taken by Nexus 
Select Malls and said the 
project would become a 
model for sustainable lake 
conservation. He also 
urged local residents to 
support and protect the 
lakes.Officials, CSR rep-
resentatives, local leaders, 
and colony residents par-
ticipated in the pro-
gramme. 

Kaidamma Kunta, Eerla Lakes to Be Beautified Under CSR Initiative

40-Year-Old Tree Relocated  
to Ease Traffic at Shyamlal
HYDERABAD 
Wakeup telangana 
 
As part of ongoing junction improve-
ment and traffic management measures, 
a 40-year-old Peltophorum tree near 
Shyamlal under Begumpet Traffic Police 
Station limits was successfully trans-
located on May 19, 2026, to improve ve-
hicular movement and commuter safety 
while preserving the city’s green cover. 
 The operation was carried out under the 
supervision of Sri K. Rahul Reddy, IPS, 
DCP Traffic-I, and Sri Shakeer Hussain, 
Additional DCP, in coordination with In-
spector G. Janaki Ramulu, RSI Ashok 
Reddy, and staff of Begumpet Traffic Po-
lice Station. Support was extended by the 
Forest Department, GHMC UBD De-
partment, and local leader Mr. Hosey-To-
cuher. 
 Officials observed that the large Pelto-
phorum tree had become an obstruction 
to smooth traffic flow at the busy junc-
tion. After securing necessary permis-
sions from the concerned authorities, a 
special translocation exercise was 
planned and executed with scientific 
methods to ensure the tree’s survival. 
 Before transportation, the tree’s 
branches were carefully trimmed to fa-
cilitate safe relocation. The tree was then 

shifted and replanted at the Begumpet 
Graveyard premises. 
 Traffic police officials said the initiative 
highlights the department’s commitment 
to balancing urban infrastructure devel-
opment with environmental conserva-
tion. Authorities also confirmed that 
continuous monitoring and post-trans-
location care would be undertaken to en-
sure the healthy growth and survival of 
the relocated tree. ACP G. Shankar Raju 
of Traffic Trimulgherry Division, Mal-
kajgiri, stated that such initiatives aim to 
improve road safety and traffic move-
ment without compromising ecological 
responsibility. 

MEDCHAL 
Wakeup telangana 
Narra Srinivas Reddy 
 
Medchal-Malkajgiri DCC 
president and Medchal 
Assembly constituency 
Congress in-charge Tota-
kura Vajresh Yadav met 
HYDRAA Commissioner 
A. V. Ranganath on Tues-
day and sought support 
for the beautification and 
protection of lakes in the 
Medchal Assembly con-
stituency.  
 Speaking after the meet-
ing, Vajresh Yadav re-
quested the authorities to 
fully develop the Ra Che-
ruvu in Boduppal and 

Pedda Cheruvu in Peerza-
diguda with proper bund 
and beautification works. 
He also appealed for the 
restoration and beautifica-
tion of Chintala Cheruvu 
in Chengicherla and 
urged officials to take 
measures to prevent pol-
luted water from entering 
the lake.  
 Among those who met 
the commissioner were 

former Boduppal mayor 
Totakura Ajay Yadav, 
Medchal constituency B-
Block general secretary 
Kotta Kishore Goud, sen-
ior Congress leaders 
Saipeta Srinivas Yadav 
and Tungaturthi Ravi, 
former corporator Bom-
maku Kalyan, RTA 
member Jaipal Reddy and 
other party leaders.

Steps Sought to 
Resolve Drinking 
Water Problems 
in Mallapur  

Greater Congress senior 
leader Nemali Anil Kumar 
met Water Board Gen-
eral Manager Santosh 
Kumar and submitted a 
representation seeking 
immediate measures to 
resolve drinking water 
problems in several col-
onies of Mallapur di-
vision. 
 The meeting was held 
as per the directions of 
Uppal constituency Con-
gress in-charge Man-
dumula Parameshwar 
Reddy. DGM Venugopal 
and Mallapur AE Rohith 
also participated in the 
discussion. Speaking on 
the occasion, Nemali Anil 
Kumar said residents of 
several colonies in Malla-
pur division were facing 
severe drinking water 
shortages, particularly 
during the summer sea-
son due to irregular 
supply.  
 He urged the water 
board authorities to im-
prove drinking water 
supply across the di-
vision and take special 
measures in areas facing 
acute shortages. Re-
sponding to the request, 
officials assured that the 
issues would be ex-
amined and necessary 
action would be taken at 
the earliest.

Congress Leaders Seek Support for Lake 
Beautification in Medchal Constituency100 Bonded Labourers Rescued From Brick Kilns In Armoor 

Social Media  
Aids Child  
Rights Body 
Social media has become 
a key tool for parents, stu-
dents and activists to 
reach the State Commis-
sion for Protection of 
Child Rights (SCPCR) in 
Telangana, enabling of-
ficers to respond to issues 
ranging from child mar-
riages and child labour to 
poor transport facilities for 
students and inadequate 
conditions at Anganwadi 
centres. Just two days be-
fore the Class 10 exami-
nations, commission 
members received infor-
mation about a minor girl 
being prepared for mar-
riage in Nalgonda district. 
Local officials were 
alerted immediately, and 
the child marriage was 
stopped in time. 
 Commission member G. 
Saritha said public re-
sponse through social 
media has grown signifi-
cantly due to active field 
inspections and quick in-
terventions. “The contact 
details shared on our so-
cial media handles help 
people approach us di-
rectly. The inspection vi-
deos we post also build 
confidence among the 
public that we will per-
sonally visit and address 
the issues,” she said. 
She explained that com-
mission members have di-
vided districts among 
themselves for quicker re-
sponse. Complaints re-
garding Anganwadi 
centres, including im-
proper cooking practices 
in hostels and irregular-
ities in ration distribution.

Hopes Rise Ahead of CM’s Asifabad Visit 
ASIFABAD 
Wakeup telangana 
 
People of Komaram 
Bheem Asifabad district 
are pinning high hopes on 
Chief Minister A. Revanth 
Reddy’s proposed visit to 
the district on June 2. 
Residents recalled that the 
Chief Minister had earlier 
promised to sanction a 
Polytechnic college or a 
Government Degree col-
lege for the district. 
Though a DIET College 
building has already been 
constructed, the state gov-
ernment is yet to com-
mence admissions. 
Several Intermediate stu-
dents, particularly girls 
aspiring to pursue D.Ed 
courses, are eagerly wait-

ing for admissions to 
begin at the local DIET 
College. Adivasi leaders 
also urged the Chief Min-
ister to sanction another 
Tribal Ashram School for 
girls at the district head-
quarters. They pointed out 
that the existing primary 
Tribal Ashram School for 
girls had been converted 
into a sports school, caus-
ing difficulties for tribal 
girl students in continuing 
their education locally. 
Meanwhile, district offi-
cials and elected represen-
tatives on Tuesday 
inspected three locations 
to finalise the venue for 
the Chief Minister’s pro-
posed public meeting in 
the district.MLC Dande 
Vittal, district collector K. 

Haritha, SP Nitika Pant 
and DCC president Atram 
Suguna visited Kagazna-
gar X Road, Vanjiri and 
Dada Nagar to inspect 
possible venues for the 
programme. The Chief 
Minister is expected to 
launch the second phase 
of the Indiramma housing 
scheme during the visit. 
Ministers for Revenue 
Ponguleti Srinivas Reddy, 
Tourism Jupally Krishna 
Rao and Labour Gaddam 
Vivek, along with govern-
ment adviser P. Sudarshan 
Reddy and Mancherial 
MLA K. Premsagar Rao, 
are scheduled to visit Ko-
maram Bheem Asifabad 
district headquarters on 
May 20.  
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Telangana Rising 2047  
Targets Inclusive  
Urban Growth: Bhatti

HYDERABAD 
Wakeup telangana 
 
Deputy Chief Minister 
Mallu Bhatti Vikramarka 
Mallu said the state gov-
ernment was working to-
wards building a 
sustainable, inclusive and 
environmentally respon-
sible future in line with 
Telangana Rising – 2047 
vision. He was speaking 
at two-day national re-
view meeting on ‘Swachh 
Bharat Mission–Urban 
2.0’, inaugurated by 
Union urban affairs min-
ister Manohar Lal Khattar 
in Delhi on Tuesday. The 
meeting was organised to 
strengthen urban sanita-
tion, cleanliness and solid 
waste management sys-
tems. Bhatti explained 
the scientific waste man-
agement systems, sustain-
able urban development 
initiatives, sanitation pro-
grammes and circular 
economy measures being 
implemented in Telan-
gana. 
 Bhatti said the state gov-
ernment was introducing 

9,596 electric Swachh 
Auto Tippers in core 
urban regions. These 
electric vehicles will help 
reduce carbon emissions 
from municipal opera-
tions and promote cleaner 
transportation systems. 
He said the vehicles are 
being designed with sep-
arate compartments to fa-
cilitate four-way source 
segregation and QR-code 
based monitoring for effi-
cient door-to-door waste 
collection. 
 In the case of the Jawa-
harnagar dump yard in 
Hyderabad, technical as-
sistance and advisory 
support was being ob-
tained from IIT Bombay. 

The objective, he said, is 
not merely cosmetic in-
tervention, but the crea-
tion of a long-term 
environmental manage-
ment and continuous 
monitoring system. He 
also informed that around 
22 lakh metric tonnes of 
waste spread over nearly 
40 acres at the Autonagar 
dump site are being pro-
cessed through bio-
mining, with nearly 30 
percent of the waste al-
ready processed. The re-
claimed land, he said, 
would not be reused for 
dumping, but developed 
into parks, sports facil-
ities and public infras-
tructure in the future. 

SIT Steps in After Fake News Targets Minister 
Bandi Sanjay Kumar; One Held 

HYDERABAD 
Wakeup telangana 
 
A special investigation 
team (SIT) led by joint 
commissioner N. Swetha 
is probing fake news 
being circulated on social 
media about Union minis-
ter Bandi Sanjay Kumar’s 
alleged offer to induce the 
judiciary to granting bail 

to his son Sai Bageerath 
in the Pocso Act case. A 
social media user identi-
fied as Damodar, who al-
legedly posted and 
circulated the fake news 

has reportedly been de-
tained. The SIT took up 
the case based on a com-
plaint filed by the High 
Court Registrar with the 
Charminar police on May 
17. Sources said that after 
investigation, the SIT 
would be registering a 
case against others for cir-
culating fake news in rela-
tion to the case. 

Power Licence 
Amended to 
Include Sircilla 
CESS 
 The Telangana Electricity 
Regulatory Commission 
(TGERC) on Tuesday al-
lowed the Northern 
Power Distribution Com-
pany of Telangana Ltd 
(TGNPDCL) to amend its 
distribution and retail 
supply licence to include 
the Cooperative Electric 
Supply Society Ltd 
(CESS), Sircilla. The 
bench comprising chair-
man Dr Justice Devaraju 
Nagarjun, member (Tech-
nical) Raghu Kancharla 
and member (Finance) 
Cherukuri Srinivasa Rao 
admitted TGNPDCL’s pe-
tition and granted retro-
spective effect from April 
1, validating the com-
pany’s provisional take-
over order on March 31. 
 TGERC said it had con-
sidered 1,211 stake-
holder responses, 
including supporters cit-
ing improved technical 
management and critics 
seeking continuation of 
CESS’s exemption, fo-
rensic audits and protec-
tion of cooperative rights. 
The commission held that 
CESS’s exemption ex-
pired on March 31 and 
that licence amendment 
was necessary to prevent 
a supply vacuum. 

30 Years of Togetherness Celebrated in Hyderabad
HYDERABAD 
Wakeup telangana 
Dp srinivas rao 
 
Prominent social leader and Greater 
Hyderabad President of Mala Maha-
nadu, L. Girija Shankar, along with 
his wife L.G. Sarala, celebrated 
their 30th wedding anniversary in 
Hyderabad amid a grand gathering 
of community leaders, well-wishers, 
family members, and dignitaries. 
 The silver-and-pearl anniversary 
celebration turned into a major com-
munity event as leaders from var-
ious social organizations and 
members of the SC/ST community 
came together to felicitate the cou-
ple for their longstanding contrib-
ution to society and family values. 

 Speakers at the event praised Girija 
Shankar for his dedicated leadership 
in community service, social justice 
advocacy, and grassroots welfare 
initiatives. As the Greater Hydera-
bad President of Mala Mahanadu 
and a respected leader of the Ghas-
mandi SC/ST community, he has 
played a significant role in raising 
issues related to constitutional 
rights, socio-economic empower-

ment, and social equality. 
 Alongside his public life, attendees 
highlighted the unwavering support 
of his wife, Sarala, describing her as 
the strength behind his decades-long 
journey in public service. Guests 
appreciated the couple for maintain-
ing strong family values while rais-
ing their three daughters, all of 
whom are now well settled. 
 Senior leaders and representatives 
of Mala Mahanadu attended the pro-
gramme in large numbers and hon-
ored the couple with traditional 
shawls, floral tributes, and heartfelt 
wishes. The event reflected the deep 
respect Girija Shankar commands 
among community members for 
both his social commitment and 
philanthropic efforts. 

CBIT Hosts National Technology Day Celebrations
HYDERABAD 
Wakeup telangana 
 
Chaitanya Bharathi Institute of 
Technology (CBIT) organized Na-
tional Technology Day celebrations 
with active participation from stu-
dents and faculty members, focus-
ing on emerging technologies, 
innovation, and technical aware-
ness. 
 The event was conducted under the 
guidance of Prof. Umakanth Chow-
dary and featured a technical ses-
sion by Dr. G. N. R. Prasad, who 
highlighted the growing importance 
of technology in national devel-
opment and modern society. He ex-
plained how emerging fields such as 
Artificial Intelligence, Machine 
Learning, Data Analytics, Cloud 
Computing, and Digital Transfor-

mation are reshaping education, 
healthcare, industries, and everyday 
life. 
 Addressing the students, Dr. Prasad 
encouraged them to strengthen their 
technical knowledge and prepare 
themselves for future technological 
challenges through innovation, re-
search, and skill development. 
 As part of the celebrations, a Tech-
nology Quiz Program was organ-
ized to test students’ knowledge in 
science, engineering, artificial intel-
ligence, innovation, and current 

technological trends. The competi-
tion witnessed enthusiastic partici-
pation and promoted analytical 
thinking, teamwork, and technical 
awareness among students. 
 Several interactive discussions and 
awareness sessions were also con-
ducted to educate participants about 
the latest advancements in science 
and technology.  
 The program aimed to inspire stu-
dents to develop innovative think-
ing, research aptitude, and technical 
skills essential for the evolving 
technological era. The event was 
coordinated successfully by con-
venors Dr. G. N. R. Prasad and Mr. 
P. Rambabu. CBIT management and 
faculty members appreciated the or-
ganizers and participants for making 
the celebrations informative and 
successful.

Hyderabad Office Leasing Sees Record  
Growth; Madhapur Leads with 91% Share
HYDERABAD 
Wakeup telangana 
Srirangam Venkatesh 
 
Hyderabad’s office leas-
ing market recorded its 
highest-ever first-quarter 
performance in Q1 2026, 
with gross leasing volume 
reaching 3.15 million 
square feet, registering a 
21.6% year-on-year 
growth, according to a re-
port by Cushman & 
Wakefield. The report 
stated that Hyderabad 
contributed nearly 14% of 
India’s total office leasing 
activity of around 22 mil-
lion square feet during the 
quarter. 
 Madhapur emerged as the 
dominant commercial 
hub, accounting for 91% 
of the city’s total office 
leasing activity, highlight-

ing the continued demand 
for office spaces in the IT 
corridor. 
 Large office deals of over 
1 lakh square feet contrib-
uted 81% of total leasing 
activity, while mid-sized 
transactions accounted for 
17%. Despite no new of-
fice space completions 
during the quarter, Hyder-
abad recorded strong net 
absorption of 2.21 million 
square feet, continuing the 
momentum from 2025. 
 The citywide office va-

cancy rate dropped to 
20.22%, while Madhapur 
recorded a much lower 
vacancy rate of 7.5%. 
Grade A+ office spaces in 
Madhapur saw vacancy 
levels fall further to just 
4.8%. 
 Average office rents in 
Hyderabad increased by 
11.6% year-on-year to 
Rs.92.2 per square foot, 
with Madhapur com-
manding the highest aver-
age rent at Rs.105.5 due 
to strong demand and lim-
ited availability. The IT-
BPM sector remained the 
largest contributor to of-
fice leasing with 36% 
share, followed by flex-
ible workspaces at 30% 
and BFSI sector at 23%, 
driven by expansion plans 
of global financial institu-
tions. 

10 Telangana Districts Cross 
45°C as Heatwave Tightens Grip 

Steps to Be Taken to Resolve 
Drinking Water Problem in 
Padmashali Township

MEDCHAL 
Wakeup telangana 
Narra Srinivas Reddy  
 
Uppal constituency Con-
gress in-charge Mandum-
ula Parameshwar Reddy 
said necessary steps 
would be taken to resolve 
the drinking water prob-
lem in Padmashali Town-
ship under the AS Rao 
Nagar division limits. 
Along with representa-
tives of the Padmashali 
Township Residential 
Welfare Association, he 
met HMWSSB Executive 
Director Pankaja and sub-
mitted a representation 
regarding the issue. 
  Speaking on the occa-
sion, Parameshwar Reddy 
said nearly 2,400 families 
living in the 132-acre 
township were facing se-
vere hardship due to con-
tamination of 
groundwater caused by 
the nearby dumping yard.  
 He stated that polluted 
water was leading to 
health problems among 

children and elderly res-
idents. He urged officials 
to immediately provide 
safe drinking water facil-
ities and, if necessary, 
construct a new reservoir 
and lay fresh pipelines on 
a war footing to address 
the crisis.  
 Parameshwar Reddy said 
protecting public health 
was the top priority and 
assured that he would 
bring the issue to the no-
tice of Revanth Reddy 
and seek special funds for 
a permanent solution. 
HMWSSB Executive Di-
rector Pankaja reportedly 
responded positively and 
assured that steps would 
be taken at the earliest to 
resolve the issue.  
 Colony representatives 
thanked Parameshwar 
Reddy for taking up the 
matter with the au-
thorities. Congress 
leaders, colony represen-
tatives and members of 
the welfare association 
participated in the meet-
ing.

HYDERABAD 
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In line with the caution 
for extreme heat, the mer-
cury nudged the 46º Cel-
sius-mark Korutla in 
Jagtial district. The town 
was the hottest in the state 
at 45.9°C, as severe heat-
wave conditions swept ac-
ross northern and central 
Telangana. At least nine 
other districts recorded 
temperatures above 45°C. 
In the city, Chandanagar 
recorded the highest tem-
perature at 42.6°C, fol-
lowed by Quthbullapur 
42.8°C and LB Nagar, 
Santoshnagar, Rajendra-
nagar and Malkajgiri at 
around 42.4°C. 
 According to Telangana 
Development Planning 
Society (TGDPS) data, 
Nalgonda, Nirmal and 
Siddipet also touched 
45.8°C, while Mancherial 
and Peddapalli recorded 
45.7°C. Adilabad reg-
istered 45.6°C along with 
Kamareddy, Karimnagar, 
Nizamabad, Rajanna Sir-
cilla and Kumuram 

Bheem districts. The India 
Meteorological Depart-
ment-Hyderabad (IMD-H) 
in its advisory said heat-
wave conditions could be-
come dangerous, 
especially for children, 
elderly persons, outdoor 
workers and people with 
chronic illnesses. The de-
partment advised people 
to avoid direct heat expo-
sure during afternoon 
hours, drink water regu-
larly even when not 
thirsty, and wear loose, 
light-coloured cotton 
clothes. 
 The IMD also warned 
against strenuous outdoor 
activity between noon and 
3 pm and advised people 
not to leave children or 

pets inside parked ve-
hicles. It suggested using 
oral rehydration solutions, 
buttermilk, lemon water 
and other fluids to prevent 
dehydration. Doctors have 
repeatedly warned that 
prolonged exposure to ex-
treme temperatures can 
lead to heat exhaustion, 
dehydration and heat-
stroke. Symptoms such as 
dizziness, headache, nau-
sea, confusion and high 
body temperature should 
not be ignored. 
 The IMD said people ex-
periencing symptoms of 
sunstroke should immedi-
ately be moved to a cooler 
place, given fluids and 
taken to the nearest health 
centre if symptoms per-
sist.  
The department also is-
sued advisories for 
farmers and livestock 
owners, asking them to in-
crease irrigation 
frequency, avoid grazing 
cattle during peak after-
noon hours and ensure 
animals have shade and 
adequate drinking water. 
 

Telangana Clears Civic Dues,  
Pays ₹1,686 Crore Under OTS
HYDERABAD 
Wakeup telangana 
 
The state government on 
Tuesday announced a one-
time settlement (OTS) 
scheme for state depart-
ments to clear long-pend-
ing property tax arrears 
and water cess dues 
amounting to ₹5,864.92 
crore in the newly formed 
Greater Hyderabad, Cy-
berabad and Malkajgiri 
municipal corporations 
and the HMWS&SB juris-
diction. The government 
has decided to settle dues 
amounting to ₹1,686.39 
crore towards property tax 
arrears within one year 
under the OTS scheme by 
providing 100 per cent 
waiver of accumulated in-
terest and penalties. 
 According to GO Rt. No. 
550 issued by the metro-
politan area and urban de-

velopment department 
special chief secretary 
Jayesh Ranjan on Tues-
day, the total property tax 
dues of government prop-
erties across GHMC, 
CMC and MMC stood at 
₹5,864.92 crore, including 
arrears, interest and cur-
rent tax liabilities. Of this, 
GHMC alone accounted 
for ₹5,612.04 crore, while 
dues to the Cyberabad 
Municipal Corporation 
(CMC) dues stood at 
₹52.75 crore and to the 
Malkajgiri Municipal Cor-
poration (MMC) at 
₹200.13 crore. Under the 
OTS scheme, the govern-
ment will pay only the 

principal tax arrears, 
while all accumulated in-
terest and penalties will 
be waived automatically 
upon payment. 
 The government said the 
move was aimed at im-
proving the financial 
health of urban local 
bodies in the core urban 
region, enhancing revenue 
realisation and reducing 
litigation and disputes re-
lated to pending tax dues. 
The scheme is expected to 
streamline reconciliation 
through the CURE plat-
form and strengthen the 
cash flow position of the 
three municipal corpora-
tions. 
 The order also addressed 
huge pending water cess 
dues payable to 
HMWS&SB by 36 state 
government departments. 
The dues, including inter-
est, amounted to 

₹2,739.15 crore, while ad-
justments of ₹2,416.31 
crore were due towards 
subsidies and services 
provided by the board, in-
cluding to double-bed-
room housing schemes. 
The government approved 
adjustment of these dues 
against loans of 
₹12,707.67 crore ex-
tended by the government 
to the HMWS&SB. The 
government stated that 
HMWS&SB was under-
taking massive invest-
ments in water supply 
augmentation, sewage 
treatment plants and in-
frastructure expansion ac-
ross the Hyderabad 
metropolitan region to 
meet rising urban de-
mand, and settlement of 
pending dues would help 
improve its financial sus-
tainability. 
 

State Govt Settles ₹5,864.92cr Dues of GHMC, CMC, MMC, HMWSSB, to Pay ₹1,686.39cr Under OTS 

Telangana Rising 2047: State Aiming for Sustainable 
and Inclusive Urban Future, Says Bhatti Vikramarka 



NATION 4
Wake Up T  elangana | HYDERABAD | WEDNESDAY | MAY 20, 2026

Operation Sindoor Reflected Smart Power In Its 
Most Complete Expression, Says Indian Army Chief 

NEW DELHI 
Wakeup telangana 
 
Under Operation Sindoor, 
Indian forces dismantled 
terror infrastructure, punc-
tured a long-standing 
strategic assumption, and 
then stopped "deliberately 
and purposefully", and it 
reflected "smart power" in 
its most complete expres-
sion, Army Chief Gen 
Upendra Dwivedi said on 
Tuesday.In his address at 
a seminar hosted at the 
Manekshaw Centre here, 
he also said that twelve 
months ago, India offered 
the world a "partial an-
swer" to the so-called 
smart power question. 
 "On the intervening night 
of May 6-7 in 2025, Bha-
rat acted. In a precisely 
defined 22-minute opera-
tion window, Operation 
Sindoor delivered military 
precision, information 
control, diplomatic signal-
ling and economic re-
solve, as one coherent 
national act. We struck 

deep, dismantled terror in-
frastructure, punctured a 
long standing strategic as-
sumption, and then 
stopped, deliberately and 
purposefully," the Army 
chief said 
 "The deliberate thought 
after 88 hours, was smart 
power in its most com-
plete expression, knowing 
exactly which instrument 
to apply, at what intensity, 
and precisely when to 
convert a military moment 
into a strategic one," he 
asserted. The seminar, ti-
tled, 'Security to Prosper-
ity: Smart Power for 
Sustained National 
Growth', hosted by de-
fence think-tank Centre 
for Land Warfare Studies 
(CLAWS), was attended 
by senior military offi-

cials, various retired Army 
officers and representa-
tives from several coun-
tries. 
 Gen Dwivedi said today, 
the "world around us is 
sending a more complex 
signal -- disorder, distrust, 
and dichotomy in alli-
ances". "We were prom-
ised a world where 
prosperity would make 
power politics obsolete... 
instead, we have a world 
where power politics is 
being used to reorganise 
prosperity," he argued. In 
his address, he asked the 
audience if smart power is 
the "defining currency" of 
sustained national growth, 
or has the "raw calculus of 
hard power", once again 
reclaimed the centrestage 
of the global order. 
 But to answer it, one 
must first read the world 
as it is, not as one wishes 
it to be, the general officer 
cautioned. "The 21st cen-
tury opened with a con-
fident thesis that forces of 
trade, supply chains, ad-

ditional connectivity, 
would make nations too 
interdependent to conflict. 
Paradoxically same forces 
that promised binding na-
tions together, have pro-
gressively become 
instruments of coercion," 
the Army chief said. 
"Semiconductors and their 
selective availability have 
become tools for hedging. 
The Strait of Hormuz has 
become a zone of active 
contestation. Global de-
fence spending has 
crossed USD 2.7 trillion, 
exceeding the entire UN 
budget for Sustainable 
Development Goals," he 
added. The boundary be-
tween security and pros-
perity, is "no longer a 
boundary" at all. Contem-
porary conflicts now im-
pose sustained demands, 
not only on armed forces, 
but also on industrial pro-
duction, research systems, 
and governance struc-
tures, the general officer 
underlined. Gen Dwivedi 
in his address emphasised 

Turn Global Crises and AI Into  
Growth Opportunities, Piyush Goyal  
NEW DELHI 
Wakeup telangana 
 
Amid rising geopolitical 
tensions in West Asia and 
global economic uncer-
tainties, Union Commerce 
and Industry Minister Pi-
yush Goyal on Tuesday 
urged Indian businesses 
not to panic, but instead 
view the crisis as an op-
portunity to strengthen 
growth, improve resil-
ience, and adopt global 
best practices.Addressing 
an event, Goyal said India 
should use the current 
global instability to accel-
erate reforms, reinforce 
supply chains, and im-
prove business efficiency. 
He stressed that crises 
often create opportunities 
for nations prepared to 
adapt quickly and strate-
gically.“In such a situ-
ation, we do not need to 
panic.  
 The West Asia crisis and 
emerging technologies 
like Artificial Intelligence 
bring opportunities for In-
dian industry to seize,” 
Goyal said. He urged in-
dustries to improve opera-
tional efficiency, reduce 
waste, and adopt proven 
manufacturing models 
such as Japanese produc-
tion systems.The minister 

recalled how India suc-
cessfully navigated chal-
lenges during the 
Covid-19 pandemic, high-
lighting that digital en-
gagement and remote 
working models had 
proven highly effective 
during difficult times. He 
said the lessons learned 
during the pandemic 
should now help busi-
nesses adapt to evolving 
global conditions. 
 Goyal asserted that India, 
under Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi, has consis-
tently converted crises 
into opportunities. He said 
the present global uncer-
tainty should encourage 
Indian industries to en-
gage more deeply with re-
forms and 
innovation.“India and 
Prime Minister Narendra 

Modi have never let a cri-
sis go by. The situation in 
the world is truly an op-
portunity — a moment of 
uncertainty that we should 
engage more deeply 
with,” he said. 
 The minister also called 
for stronger collaboration 
between industry and the 
government to improve 
ease of doing business. 
He expressed concern that 
the National Single Win-
dow System had not re-
ceived adequate 
participation and feedback 
from the private sector. 
Goyal urged businesses to 
actively identify pain 
points and work jointly 
with the government to 
simplify approval pro-
cesses and improve gov-
ernance systems. 
 Highlighting India’s ex-

port performance despite 
global challenges such as 
tariffs, the Ukraine con-
flict, and the West Asia 
crisis, Goyal said the 
country achieved an all-
time high export figure of 
863 billion dollars in the 
last financial year. He 
noted that both merchan-
dise and services exports 
registered growth despite 
difficult international con-
ditions. 
 He further stated that 
India’s recently concluded 
free trade agreements 
were opening new oppor-
tunities for trade and in-
vestment. However, he 
stressed that these agree-
ments should be used to 
boost domestic manufac-
turing, attract invest-
ments, and increase 
exports rather than merely 
expanding imports.Refer-
ring to suggestions from 
industry representatives, 
Goyal said the govern-
ment is also exploring the 
possibility of creating a 
single authority in indus-
trial parks to function as a 
one-stop centre for all 
central and state approv-
als, aimed at further im-
proving business 
convenience and invest-
ment facilitation. 
 

Fadnavis Govt Signs Rs 6.5 
Lakh Crore MoUs for 25,400 
MW Nuclear Energy 
 MUMBAI 
Wakeup telangana 
 
In a bid to enhance Ma-
harashtra’s energy infras-
tructure, the Maharashtra 
Government on Tuesday 
signed Memorandums of 
Understanding (MoUs) 
totaling ₹6.5 lakh crore 
with four major firms to 
develop 25,400 MW of 
nuclear energy along the 
Konkan coastline. This 
initiative makes Maha-
rashtra the first state to 
directly partner with the 
Nuclear Power Corpora-
tion of India Limited 
(NPCIL) in atomic 
power generation. 
 The government signed 
the agreements with 
prominent firms like 
NTPC Limited, Adani 
Power Limited, Reliance 
Industries Limited and 
Lalitpur Power Genera-
tion Company Limited at 
a meeting held at Man-
tralaya. Chief Minister 
Devendra Fadnavis said 

that the investments 
would support Prime 
Minister Narendra 
Modi's vision of making 
India an energy-rich na-
tion and achieving zero 
carbon emissions. “Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 
has set a goal of making 
India an energy-rich na-
tion and achieving zero 
carbon emissions. Maha-
rashtra is making every 
possible effort to fulfil 
this objective. Invest-
ments coming into the 
state's clean energy sec-
tor will certainly 
strengthen the country's 
journey towards becom-

ing an energy-rich na-
tion,” Fadnavis said. 
 According to the CM, 
nuclear energy was a key 
component of clean 
energy generation and 
Maharashtra had signifi-
cant opportunities in the 
sector. “This investment 
will not only boost 
power generation in the 
state but also create sub-
stantial employment op-
portunities. Maharashtra 
will continue to remain 
at the forefront of clean 
energy generation in the 
country,” the CM added. 
State officials said Adani 
Power Limited, along 
with its subsidiary Coas-
tal-Maha Atomic Energy 
Limited, signed an MoU 
to set up a 6,000 MW nu-
clear power plant at 
Barsu in Ratnagiri dis-
trict. The estimated in-
vestment for this project 
is Rs. 1.5 lakh crore, and 
it is expected to provide 
around 12,000 direct and 
indirect jobs. 
 

In his media remarks, Modi said 
India would benefit from Iceland’s 
expertise in geothermal and fish-
eries and Norway’s experience in 
the blue economy and Arctic re-
search. Likewise, Swedish expert-
ise in defence and advanced 
manufacturing, Finland’s expertise 
in telecom and digital technology 
and Danish experience in cyberse-
curity and health technology will 
team up with Indian talent for a 
new future and a unique strategic 
partnership. 
 The Prime Minister pointed to the 
benefits of India inking (in 2024) 
the trade and economic partnership 
agreement (TEPA) with the four 
member states of the European 
Free Trade Association (EFTA) that 

include Norway and Iceland, which 
came into effect in October last 
year, as well as the India-European 
Union (EU) free trade agreement 
(FTA) inked in January this year 
with the 27-nation EU that includes 
Denmark, Finland and Sweden. He 
said that in the past decade, bilat-
eral trade had increased four times 
while investment from the Nordic 
nations in India had increased by 
200 per cent. The six leaders em-
phasised that the India-EU FTA 
and India-EFTA TEPA “could sup-
port economic security and resil-
ience through diversifying critical 
value chains and opening new mar-
kets”. New Delhi said that at the 
summit, the Prime Minister “called 
for greater Nordic investments in 
areas such as the green transition, 
blue economy, shipbuilding, green 

shipping, renewable energy, water 
and defence” and also “invited 
Nordic countries to explore oppor-
tunities to set up a presence in Gift 
City, Gujarat”. The Nordic coun-
tries “appreciated India’s ambitious 
renewable energy targets and con-
veyed support for flagship initia-
tives such as Mission LiFE and the 
leadership group for industry tran-
sition”, New Delhi added. 

While officials maintain that the 
approach of gradual hikes in petrol 
and diesel prices is aimed at par-
tially easing pressure on oil com-
panies without triggering a sharp 
inflation shock. “The oil companies 
need to reduce losses due to the 
Iran war as much as they can… 
Even after these hikes, we don’t 

see any reduction in fuel demand in 
the country,” the sources said. The 
Opposition parties accused the 
Centre of delaying price revisions 
until after key state elections. Con-
gress president Mallikarjun Kharge 
slammed Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi over the fuel price hike and 
accused the BJP of lacking fore-
sight and leadership and robbing 
common people. 
 "Just four days after the price hike, 
the Modi government has once 
again increased the prices of petrol 
and diesel. Having set the stage, 
preaching about savings while 
shifting the burden of their failures 
onto the public – this effort is in 
full swing," Mr Kharge alleged on 
X. The BJP defended the 90-paise 
hike in petrol and diesel prices, 
saying the increase is among the 

lowest anywhere in the world out-
side heavily subsidised Gulf econ-
omies. In a post on X, BJP IT 
department head Amit Malviya 
said consumers across the world 
have borne the impact of the crisis 
through steep increases in fuel 
prices. 

The action, as well as other legal 
measures, may be taken after an as-
sessment by veterinary experts and 
in strict accordance with the pro-
visions of the Prevention of Cruelty 
to Animals Act 1960, the Animal 
Birth Control Rules 2023 and other 
applicable statutory protocols, the 
bench said. 
 The top court passed the order in a 
suo motu case, initiated on July 28 
last year, over a media report on 

stray dog bites leading to rabies, 
particularly among children, in the 
national capital. On Tuesday, it dis-
missed pleas seeking a recall of its 
earlier order on the relocation and 
sterilisation of stray canines, as it 
observed that the right to live with 
dignity encompasses the right to 
move freely without the threat of 
harm from dog bite attacks. 
 It directed the states and Union 
Territories to ensure the implemen-
tation of its earlier direction not to 
return dogs picked up from public 
places to the same spot after vacci-
nation/sterilisation. It also directed 
the states and UTs to take steps to 
enhance the Animal Birth Control 
framework. "Ensure establishment 
of at least one fully functional ABC 
centre in each district duly 
equipped with requisite.

Modi Talks Trade......... 
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Maharashtra Govt Seeks ECI  
Clearance For Farm Loan Waiver 

MUMBAI 
Wakeup telangana 
 
The Maharashtra Cooper-
ation Department on 
Tuesday sought permis-
sion from the Election 
Commission of India 
(ECI) to implement the 
farm loan waiver scheme 
during the Model Code of 
Conduct (MCC) in force 
for the Legislative Coun-
cil elections. The depart-
ment argued that the 
scheme, announced in the 
State Budget, would bene-
fit farmers and not 
members of local bodies, 
who are the electorate for 
the Council polls. 

 A senior official said that 
once the ECI grants ap-
proval, the Cooperation 
Department will place a 
proposal before the State 
Cabinet for clearance. The 
official said the depart-
ment had written to Maha-
rashtra Chief Electoral 
Officer S. Chockalingam 
seeking approval to im-
plement the Punyashlok 
Ahilyabai Holkar Farm 
Loan Waiver Scheme. 
“We have stated in the 
letter that the scheme was 
announced by Chief Min-
ister Devendra Fadnavis 
during the Budget Session 
in March 2026. No new 
benefits are being ex-

tended under the scheme. 
Moreover, the voters par-
ticipating in the Legis-
lative Council elections 
are not the beneficiaries. 
Therefore, there is no 
need to wait for the MCC 
to end before implement-
ing the scheme,” the offi-
cial said. Another senior 
official from the State 
election machinery said 
the proposal would be re-
ferred to the ECI for con-
sideration. During the 
Budget Session, Mr. Fad-
navis, who also holds the 
Finance portfolio, had an-
nounced the Punyashlok 
Ahilyabai Holkar Farm 
Loan Waiver Scheme 

under which crop loans of 
up to ₹2 lakh per eligible 
farmer would be waived. 
According to sources, 
51.24 lakh farmers have 
collectively availed loans 
exceeding Rs 72,000 
crore. Of these, 43.63 lakh 
are unique borrowers. The 
loans were taken from 53 
financial institutions, in-
cluding District Central 
Cooperative Banks 
(DCCBs) and nationalised 
banks. Around 18 lakh 
farmers have taken loans 
worth Rs 20,122 crore 
from DCCBs. “Nearly 20 
lakh farmers have out-
standing loans of less than 
Rs two lakh,” a source 

ECI Announces Polls to 16 Maharashtra Council Seats 
MUMBAI 
Wakeup telangana 
 
The Election Commission 
of India (ECI) on Monday 
announced bye-election to 
one seat and biennial elec-
tions to 16 seats of the 
Maharashtra Legislative 
Council (Vidhan Parishad) 
from Local Authorities’ 
Constituencies. The pol-
ling is scheduled for June 
18 and the counting of the 
votes will be held on June 
22. These elections are 

critical for these local au-
thorities’ constituencies, 
which could not be con-
ducted earlier due to the 
non-fulfilment of man-
datory criteria related to 
the functioning of local 
bodies and the availability 
of electors.  
 “Now, the CEO of Maha-
rashtra has informed that 
these criteria have been 
fulfilled in respect of all 
the said constituencies. 
Therefore, the commis-
sion has decided to con-

duct the biennial election 
to the Maharashtra legis-
lative council from the 
above-mentioned 16 
Local Authorities’ Con-
stituencies,” the ECI noti-
fication said. The BJP-led 
Mahayuti is anticipated to 
perform well given their 
prior majority in local 
bodies’ elections. In the 
288-member Maharashtra 
Legislative Assembly, the 
BJP-led Mahayuti has 234 
members, whereas the op-
position Maha Vikas Ag-

hadi (MVA) has only 49 
members. 
 The 16 local authorities 
constituencies going to 
the polls include Solapur, 
Ahmednagar, Thane, Jal-
gaon, Sangli-cum-Satara, 
Nanded, Yavatmal, Pune, 
Bhandara-Gondia, Rai-
gad-Ratnagiri-Sindhu-
durg, Nashik, 
Wardha-Chandrapur-Gad-
chiroli, Amravati, Os-
manabad-Latur-Beed, 
Parbhani-Hingoli, and Au-
rangabad-Jalna. 

Court Rejects 
Umar Khalid's 
Bail Plea to Care 
for Ailing Mother 
 A Delhi court on Tues-
day dismissed the bail 
plea of jailed activist 
Umar Khalid, accused 
in the 2020 northeast 
Delhi riots. Additional 
Sessions Judge Sa-
meer Bajpai was hear-
ing Khalid's application 
seeking 15 days of in-
terim bail to attend the 
40-day post-death ritual 
(Chehlum) of his uncle 
and take care of his 
mother who has to un-
dergo a surgery. 
 Khalid and others were 
booked under the Un-
lawful Activities (Pre-
vention) Act (UAPA), an 
anti-terror law, and pro-
visions of the Indian 
Penal Code (IPC) for al-
legedly being the "mas-
terminds" of the 2020 
riots that left 53 people 
dead and more than 
700 injured in northeast 
Delhi.  
The violence had 
erupted during wide-
spread protests against 
the Citizenship (Amend-
ment) Act (CAA) and 
the National Register of 
Citizens (NRC). 
 

Petrol, Diesel Prices... 

SC Allows Euthan....... 
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JOBS, MIGRATION & REALITY:  
BJP’S POST-POLL CHALLENGE  

HYDERABAD 
Wakeup telangana 
 
Storytelling is critical in 
electoral politics. But 
the gap between politi-
cal storytelling and offi-
cial data has rarely 
been wider. The BJP 
offered voters a story-
line about industrial re-
vival, jobs, cash 
support for the vulner-
able, and an end to 
economic despair, 
alongside huge dollops 
of Hindutva, its calling 
card. The narrative was 
emotionally potent: 
other governments fail 
the people; the “double-
engine” BJP model de-
livers. It worked. 
 The BJP enters mid-
2026 with unprece-
dented political 
dominance: direct con-
trol of 16 states and in-
fluence over nearly 
three-fourths of India’s 
population through its 
NDA alliance partners. 
With the polls over, 
bread-and-butter con-
cerns must be centre 
stage. The challenge 
for the BJP: operationa-
lising its promises ac-
ross the country. 
Out-migration was a 
potent election issue. In 
West Bengal, BJP 

leaders painted grim 
pictures of lakhs of des-
perate workers fleeing 
their states. Exagger-
ation proved to be a po-
tent electoral strategy. 
The data, however, tells 
a more nuanced story. 
 People all over India 
are on the move, not 
just from West Bengal 
to other states in 
search of work. As the 
late Bibek Debroy and 
Devi Prasad Misra 
noted in EAC-PM’s 
(Economic Advisory 
Council to PM) De-
cember 2024 working 
paper “400 Million 
Dreams” -- “Mumbai, 
Bengaluru Urban, How-
rah, Central Delhi, Hy-
derabad are the 
districts attracting most 
migrant arrivals; while 
Valsad, Chittoor, Pas-
chim Bardhaman, Agra, 
Guntur, Villupuram and 
Saharsa are the top 
origin districts.” 
 Even though Census 
2011 is the last com-
prehensive, door-to-
door official count of 
migration, experts and 
government bodies use 
alternative high-
frequency proxy data to 
estimate current migra-
tion patterns. Debroy 
and Misra used high-

frequency railway unre-
served ticket data and 
telecom roaming 
records as proxies to 
assess domestic migra-
tion. West Bengal ranks 
in the top five for total 
outbound migrants, but 
is nowhere near the top 
two. Uttar Pradesh and 
Bihar have far higher 
figures for work-related 
inter-state migration. 
 “There has been signif-
icant out-migration from 
West Bengal to Kerala 
and other southern 
states. However, Ben-
gal is not the only 
source state. Since we 
have not had a Census 
since 2011, there is no 
official, comprehensive 
data on internal migra-
tion patterns in India. 
Migration is normal, 
natural and is one of 
the fastest ways of in-
tergenerational social 
mobility for a person 
from disadvantaged 
communities in rural 
India. In India, a large 
number of migrants 
move to southern 
states, which offer 
better incomes and op-
portunities. Bengal is 
merely one among 
many states from 
where rural Indians are 
migrating in search of 

livelihoods, driven by a 
lack of local job oppor-
tunities exacerbated by 
climate change,” points 
out Dr Benoy Peter, 
migration expert and 
executive director, Cen-
tre for Migration and In-
clusive Development. 
Framing any state as 
the worst in every way 
is political storytelling. 
The reality: large-scale 
distress migration from 
all poorer, populous 
northern and eastern 
states to western and 
southern industrial 
hubs. The BJP tapped 
into real voter pain, but 
the exaggeration raises 
the bar for delivery. Re-
versing entrenched 
migration patterns will 
take years of sustained 
industrial growth, bey-
ond campaign rhetoric. 
Another hugely relevant 
issue across India -- in-
vestment and the qual-
ity of jobs on offer. Job 
growth trails GDP 
growth. Millions of In-
dians continue to sur-
vive through 
self-employment 
(mostly low-productiv-
ity) and casual labour. 
This gap between 
promise and reality be-
came visible in mid-
April 2026.

EDITORIAL

RANGAREDDY 
Wakeup telangana 
Srirangam Venkatesh 
 
Cyber Crime Police, Cy-
berabad, arrested a habit-
ual matrimonial fraud 
offender for allegedly 
cheating women through 
fake profiles created on 
matrimonial applications. 
The accused was identi-
fied as Manda Venkata 
Kameshu, a resident of 
Undrajawaram in West 
Godavari district, Andhra 
Pradesh. According to po-
lice, he created fake pro-
files on platforms such as 
Telugu Matrimony, Reddy 

Matrimony, Brahmin Mat-
rimony, and Kamma Mat-
rimony by portraying 
himself as a wealthy and 
well-settled person. 
 Police said the accused 
targeted women seeking 
marriage alliances and 
gained their trust through 
WhatsApp calls, Insta-
gram chats, and emotional 
conversations. He later al-
legedly convinced victims 

to share OTPs, bank de-
tails, credit card infor-
mation, and transfer 
money on false promises. 
 During investigation, po-
lice found that the cheated 
money was allegedly used 
for online betting and ca-
sinos in Goa. Officials 
stated that the accused is 
involved in nearly 20 
criminal cases related to 
cheating and matrimonial 
fraud across Telangana 
and Andhra Pradesh. The 
accused was apprehended 
by Cyber Crime Police 
and remanded to judicial 
custody. Further investi-
gation is in progress. 

Cybercrime Police Arrest Matrimonial Fraudster 
for Cheating Women Through Fake Profiles

MEDCHAL 
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The Fourth Additional 
District Judge D. Kiran 
Kumar sentenced accused 
Donkani Nagesh Goud to 
six months imprisonment 
in a cheque bounce case 
and directed him to pay 
₹6 lakh as compensation. 
According to case details, 
Donkani Nagesh Goud, a 
resident of Aushapur vil-
lage in Ghatkesar mandal, 
had borrowed ₹3 lakh 
from Gunnala Arun 

Kumar of Moula Ali in 
2014 and issued a cheque 
towards repayment. Ho-
wever, the cheque was 
dishonoured by the bank. 
Despite repeated requests 
from the complainant for 
repayment, the accused 

allegedly delayed the 
matter, forcing the victim 
to approach the court. On 
March 7, 2022, the 19th 
Additional Metropolitan 
Magistrate Pooja Kandu-
kuri convicted the accused 
in the case. Challenging 
the verdict, the accused 
later filed an appeal be-
fore the district court. 
After hearing the matter, 
Fourth Additional District 
Judge D. Kiran Kumar 
dismissed the appeal and 
upheld the trial court’s 
judgment. The court di-
rected the accused to un-

dergo six months simple 
imprisonment and pay 
double the cheque 
amount, totalling ₹6 lakh, 
to the complainant. The 
court also ordered pay-
ment of 9 percent annual 
interest on the original ₹3 
lakh amount from 2014 
onwards. The judge in-
structed the accused to 
surrender before the trial 
court on or before June 
19, failing which the court 
was directed to issue a 
non-bailable warrant and 
send him to jail.

Jail Term for Accused in Cheque Bounce Case 
Court Orders Payment of ₹6 Lakh Compensation

CRIME

HYDERABAD 
Wakeup telangana 
 
Citizens and environmen-
tal activists campaigning 
against tree-felling at the 
KBR National Park for 
flyover and underpass 
works on Tuesday said the 
Supreme Court’s interim 
stay had validated years 
of objections over the re-
duction of the park’s eco-
sensitive zone. “This is 
almost a decade-long bat-
tle to save the KBR Park,” 
said petitioner and envi-
ronmental activist Kaajal 
Maheshwari, speaking at 
a press conference at the 
Press Club. 
 Members of the Save 
KBR campaign said the 
dispute was more than 
tree cutting and about 
what they described as the 

weakening of the buffer 
zone around the national 
park. Maheshwari focused 
on explaining what the 
eco-sensitive zone, or 
ESZ, around the KBR 
Park meant, and described 
it as a legally protected 
buffer to shield the na-
tional park from traffic, 
noise and other urban dis-
turbance. She said such 
buffer zones were rec-
ognised internationally 
under names such as ecol-
ogy corridors and conser-
vation zones. Referring to 
Supreme Court observa-
tions on eco-sensitive 
zones, she argued that 
fragile ecosystems re-
quired larger protective 
buffers and said reducing 
KBR’s ESZ to as little as 
three meters defeated the 
purpose of the safeguard. 

 According to the peti-
tioners, officials and envi-
ronmental authorities had 
earlier agreed that the pro-
tected buffer around most 
parts of KBR Park should 
remain between 25 and 35 
metres wide from the park 
boundary outward into the 
surrounding roads and the 
urban area. Activists say 
this was later reduced in 
some stretches to as little 
as three meters, while a 
few portions still re-
mained wider at around 
29.8 meters.  
 The dispute before the 
courts now concerns 
whether this reduction 
was legally valid. 
 Activists argued that 
while the GHMC has 
maintained that the 
flyover works are outside 
the park itself, but the pe-

titioners’ case is that the 
eco-sensitive zone func-
tions as part of the same 
ecological system and 
cannot be treated as 
empty roadside land. 
“When all of you make a 
house, don’t you have a 
setback from your neigh-
bors? KBR Park deserves 
the same setback,” she 
said.  
 “This setback is supposed 
to act as a buffer zone, a 
shock absorber.” 
Petitioners argued that the 
notification reducing the 
ESZ was finalised  
without a mandatory pub-
lic hearing. “This case 
was filed because there 
was a procedural lapse 
and a mandated public 
hearing did not happen,” 
Maheshwari said. 
 

Activists Highlight Procedural Lapses And Threat 
To Wildlife After SC Halts KBR Park Flyover Works 

14-Year-Old Dies 3 
Days After Being 
Hit By Cricket Ball 
A 14-year-old boy died in 
Girnibavi village of Dug-
gondi mandal in Waran-
gal district after being hit 
on the head by a cricket 
ball, police said on Sun-
day.  
 The incident occurred 
three days ago while the 
boy was playing cricket 
with friends. He col-
lapsed after being struck 
by a hard ball and was 
shifted to a nearby hospi-
tal. He died on Sunday 
while undergoing treat-
ment. Police said no 
complaint had been re-
ceived from the family 
and enquiries are under 
way. 

Elderly Man Reported Missing from Balaji Nagar
MEDCHAL 
Wakeup telangana 
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A missing case has been 
registered after Aman 
Kumar lodged a com-
plaint stating that his 
father, Maheshwar Das, 
aged 72, went missing 
from Balaji Nagar under 
Kapra mandal limits. 
According to the com-
plaint, Maheshwar Das, 
son of late Ramdhari 
Das and a resident of 
Lakshmi Nagar Colony 
near English Convent 
School, Balaji Nagar, 
  left home at around 4 

pm on May 17 stating 
that he was going to a 
nearby shop but did not 
return. Family members 
informed police that the 
elderly man had been 
suffering from mental 
health-related issues for 
the past few days and 
usually stayed at home, 

though he occasionally 
went outside and re-
turned later.  
 The missing person is 
approximately 5.3 feet 
tall, wheatish in com-
plexion, speaks Hindi 
and has a tattoo mark on 
his left hand.  
 Despite searching 
nearby areas, relatives’ 
houses and known loca-
tions, the family could 
not trace his where-
abouts. Based on the 
complaint, police reg-
istered a case and initi-
ated efforts to locate the 
missing person.

RIMS Male Nursing 
Officer Held For 
Misbehaving With 
Medico 
Adilabad Two-Town police 
arrested a male nursing of-
ficer of RIMS, Adilabad, for 
allegedly misbehaving with 
a post-graduate medico in 
an operation theatre, police 
said. RIMS director Jai 
Singh Rathod said the inci-
dent took place late on 
May 3 and came to light 
after the medico lodged a 
police complaint on May 
14. The medico had earlier 
complained to the director, 
who formed a fact-finding 
committee. The committee 
conducted an inquiry and 
submitted a report. The di-
rector submitted the report 
to collector Rajarshi Shah, 
who asked the women and 

The dispute was more than tree cutting and about what they described as 
the weakening of the buffer zone around the national park: Reports 
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UPI accounts for 85.5% of India’s digital 
payment volume in H2 2025, says RBI 

Ratings Agencies Lower  
GDP Growth On Crude  
Prices, Lower Rainfall 

NEW DELHI 
Wakeup telangana 
 
The Central Drugs Stan-
dard Control Organisation 
(CDSCO) said that cos-
metic products are not 
permitted to be used 
through injections and 
warned that such practices 
violate provisions of the 
Drugs and Cosmetics Act, 
1940, and Cosmetics 
Rules, 2020, according to 
a notice released on Tues-
day. 
 In a public notice, the 
CDSCO said products 
supplied in injectable 
form do not fall under the 
definition of cosmetics 
and cannot be used by 
consumers, professionals 
or aesthetic clinics. 
 “No cosmetic is per-
mitted to be used for in-
jection by consumers, 
professionals or aesthetic 
clinics. Cosmetics are 
only intended to be 
rubbed, poured, sprinkled 
or sprayed on the human 
body,” the notice stated. 
 The regulator clarified 
that cosmetics are legally 
defined as products in-
tended for cleansing, 

beautifying, promoting at-
tractiveness or altering the 
appearance of the human 
body or any part thereof. 
 “Cosmetic means any ar-
ticle intended to be 
rubbed, poured, sprinkled 
or sprayed on, or intro-
duced into, or otherwise 
applied to, the human 
body or any part thereof 
for cleansing, beautifying, 
promoting attractiveness, 
or altering the appearance, 
and includes any article 
intended for use as a com-
ponent of cosmetic,” the 
regulatory stated in the 
notice. 
 It further stated that cos-
metics are not permitted 

to be used for treatment 
purposes by professionals 
or individuals.  
 The CDSCO also warned 
against misleading claims 
and use of prohibited ing-
redients in cosmetic pro-
ducts, stating that such 
violations attract action 
under the Drugs and Cos-
metics Act and related 
rules. 
 “As per the provisions of 
labelling, no cosmetic 
may purport or claim to 
convey any idea which is 
false or misleading to the 
intending user,” the notice 
said. The regulator added 
that no person is allowed 
to alter, obliterate or de-

face any inscription or 
mark made by the man-
ufacturer on the container, 
label or wrapper of a cos-
metic product.  
 The CDSCO noted that 
the list of Generally Not 
Recognized as Safe 
(GNRAS)  
and restricted ingredients 
is published by the Bu-
reau of Indian Standards 
(BIS). 
 The health regulator 
urged the public to report 
any such violations  
or suspicious activities to 
the regulatory authority or 
the respective state licen-
sing authorities.

No cosmetic permitted to be 
used as injection: CDSCO 
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India’s digital payments 
ecosystem continued its 
rapid expansion in the 
second half of 2025, 
with the Unified Pay-
ments Interface (UPI) 
accounting for 85.5 per 
cent of all transaction 
volumes, according to 
the latest half-yearly 
Payment Systems Re-
port released by the Re-
serve Bank of India. 
 The report highlighted 
UPI’s dominance in re-
tail digital payments, 
while Real Time Gross 
Settlement (RTGS) re-
mained the leading plat-
form for high-value 
transactions. National 
Electronic Funds Trans-
fer (NEFT) and Prepaid 
Payment Instruments 
(PPIs) each accounted 
for 3.6 per cent of trans-

action volume during the 
period.Although RTGS 
contributed only 0.1 per 
cent to the overall trans-
action volume, it han-
dled the largest share of 
transaction value at 68.6 
per cent, reaffirming its 
role as the country’s pri-
mary high-value settle-
ment system.  
 NEFT followed with 
14.9 per cent of total 
transaction value, while 
UPI contributed 9.5 per 

cent.The RBI report 
stated that the contrast 
between UPI and RTGS 
reflects the structure of 
India’s payment ecosys-
tem, where UPI powers 
large-scale retail and 
small-ticket transactions, 
while RTGS is primarily 
used for high-value 
transfers by institutions 
and businesses.NEFT 
continued to maintain its 
relevance as a hybrid 
payment platform ca-

pable of handling both 
low-value and high-
value transactions with 
settlements completed 
within an hour. The re-
port noted that NEFT re-
mains one of the most 
versatile payment sys-
tems in the country due 
to its broad usability ac-
ross customer segments. 
 India’s digital payments 
landscape has recorded 
substantial growth over 
the last decade. Between 
2016 and 2025, trans-
action volumes in-
creased by 33 times, 
while transaction values 
nearly tripled. Over the 
last five years alone, 
digital payment volumes 
expanded more than 
fourfold, while trans-
action values almost 
doubled. 
 According to the RBI, 
this growth has been 
driven by rising smart-

phone penetration, im-
proved internet connec-
tivity, strong public 
digital infrastructure and 
increasing trust in secure 
and seamless cashless 
transactions. 
 The report further re-
vealed that total pay-
ment transaction 
volumes rose from 6,437 
crore in 2021 to 26,819 
crore in 2025. During 
the same period, trans-
action values climbed 
from Rs 1,741 lakh crore 
to Rs 3,215 lakh 
crore.The payments sec-
tor registered a com-
pound annual growth 
rate (CAGR) of 42.9 per 
cent in transaction vol-
ume and 16.6 per cent in 
transaction value, under-
lining the rapid transfor-
mation of India into a 
digitally empowered 
economy.
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OpenAI CEO Sam Alt-
man on Monday an-
nounced that AI-powered 
picture creation through 
ChatGPT Images in India 
has crossed the one billion 
mark, highlighting the 
country’s rapid adoption 
of generative AI 
tools.Sharing the update 
on social media platform 
X, Altman said, 
“ChatGPT Images 2.0 
India. Already more than 
1 billion images have 
been created there; awe-
some to see.” 
  The milestone comes 
less than a month after the 
launch of ChatGPT Im-
ages 2.0 in India on April 
21.According to OpenAI, 
users across India are ac-
tively experimenting with 
creative prompts and vi-
sual styles such as Cine-
matic Portrait Collage, 
Mini Me World, Under-
water Portrait, Anime, 
Chibi Sticker Pack, 
Manga Comic Strip, En-
hance, and Fashion Studio 
Portrait.  
 The company said these 
trends show how AI 
image generation is be-
coming deeply connected 
with creator culture, digi-

tal identity, fandoms, 
fashion, and social media 
expression.The surge in 
image creation also re-
flects the growing pop-
ularity of AI tools among 
Indian users, especially 
content creators, students, 
designers, and social 
media enthusiasts. Instead 
of using AI only for pro-
ductivity or professional 
work, many people are in-
creasingly turning to AI-
generated visuals for 
entertainment, storytell-
ing, branding, and online 
engagement. 
 In a statement, OpenAI 
noted that the first month 
of ChatGPT Images 2.0 
indicates that millions of 
Indians are embracing “a 
new visual language for 
the internet.”  
The company believes the 
feature is transforming the 
way users create and 
share digital content.The 
earlier version of 
ChatGPT Images was first 
introduced in December 
2025, while the upgraded 
2.0 version added im-
proved styles, editing 
tools, and higher-quality 
outputs, helping fuel its 
rapid adoption in one of 
the world’s fastest-grow-
ing digital markets. 
 

India crosses 1 billion AI 
images created on 
ChatGPT: Sam Altman 

The CDSCO has warned that cosmetic products are strictly prohibited from being used as injections, stating such practices violate the 
Drugs and Cosmetics Act. The regulator clarified that cosmetics are only meant for topical application, not for therapeutic treatments. 
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Stock market benchmark 
indices rallied sharply in 
early trade on Tuesday 
after US President Don-
ald Trump announced a 
temporary halt to fresh 
military strikes on Iran 
following requests from 
Gulf leaders, raising 
hopes of easing tensions 
in West Asia and boost-
ing investor sentiment 
globally. 
 The benchmark 30-share 
BSE Sensex climbed 

366.71 points to 
75,706.88 during early 
trading, while the 50-
share Nifty 50 advanced 
107.45 points to 
23,760.Investor con-
fidence improved after 
Trump stated that Qatar’s 
Emir Sheikh Tamim bin 
Hamad Al Thani, Saudi 
Crown Prince Mo-
hammed bin Salman, and 
UAE President Mo-
hamed bin Zayed Al Na-
hyan had urged the US to 
delay planned military 
action against Iran. 
Trump said serious dis-
cussions were underway 

with Tehran and hinted at 
the possibility of a diplo-
matic breakthrough.“We 
were getting ready to do 
a very major attack to-
morrow. I’ve put it off 
for a little while, hope-
fully maybe forever,” 
Trump told reporters at 
the White House after 
posting the announce-
ment on Truth Social. 
 The easing geopolitical 
concerns also pushed 
global crude oil prices 
lower. Brent crude, the 
international oil bench-
mark, slipped nearly 2 
per cent to USD 109.9 

per barrel, offering relief 
to import-dependent 
economies like 
India.Buying interest in 
frontline IT stocks and 
Adani Group firms 
further supported the 
market rally. Among the 
major gainers on the 
Sensex were Infosys, 
HCL Technologies, Tech 
Mahindra, Tata Consul-
tancy Services, Trent and 
InterGlobe Aviation.On 
the other hand, UltraTech 
Cement, Kotak Mahindra 
Bank, Titan Company 
and Eternal were among 
the laggards. 

 Adani Group shares also 
traded higher after re-
ports that the US Depart-
ment of Justice had 
permanently dropped 
criminal charges against 
industrialist Gautam 
Adani and his nephew 
Sagar Adani in a secu-
rities and wire fraud case 
in New York. 
 Foreign Institutional In-
vestors (FIIs) also sup-
ported the positive 
momentum by purchas-
ing equities worth 
₹2,813.69 crore on Mon-
day, according to ex-
change data.VK 

Vijayakumar, Chief In-
vestment Strategist at 
Geojit Investments Lim-
ited, said improving val-
uations and renewed 
foreign investor interest 
could support large-cap 
banking stocks going 
forward. 
 In Asian markets, South 
Korea’s Kospi and 
Japan’s Nikkei traded 
lower, while Shanghai’s 
SSE Composite and 
Hong Kong’s Hang Seng 
indices were in positive 
territory. US markets 
ended mixed on Monday.
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Considering the West Asia 
conflict, higher crude 
prices and likely impact of 
El Nino on agriculture, 
rating agencies have low-
ered India’s GDP forecast 
for FY27. India Ratings 
projects growth to be be-
tween 6.7 – 5.6 per cent 
depending on the average 
crude prices for the fiscal, 
while ICRA estimates it to 
be 6.2 – 5.8 per cent. India 
Ratings and Research 
projects GDP growth at 
6.7% yoy in FY27 against 
7.6 per cent in FY26.This 
is based on the baseline 
projection that average 
yearly crude prices will be 
$95/bbl. If the average 
prices move up to 
$110/bbl, growth would 
be slower at 6 per cent 
and if prices firm up to 

$120/bbl, the growth will 
further slow to 5.6 per 
cent. Likewise, inflation 
can range between 4.4 per 
cent and 6.8 per cent, de-
pending on crude prices. 
 “Major headwinds in-
clude geopolitical devel-
opments, particularly the 
West Asia conflict, high 
headline inflation, a de-
preciated currency from 
weak capital inflows, 
weaker-than-expected 
capex especially by the 
government to reduce fis-
cal risks, weak global 
trade growth, strong FY26 
growth (base effect), low 
industrial production as 
measured by the Index of 
Industrial Production 
(IIP), and notably, the 
likely El Niño weather 
pattern from mid-2026”, 
said Megha Arora, Econ-
omist and Director, Public 
Finance, Ind-Ra. 

 The agency finds that 
pump prices of petrol and 
diesel will increase by Rs 
5/litre in the ongoing 
quarter, Rs 4/litre in Q2 
FY27, and Rs 4/litre in Q3 
FY27 – a total increase of 
Rs 13/litre. According to 
ICRA, crude oil prices 
will average at $95/bbl in 
FY2027 against its prior 
estimate of $85/bbl. The 
baseline forecast for the 
FY2027 GDP growth is 
expected to be slower at 
6.2 per cent from the 6.5 
per cent expected earlier. 
If crude prices average at 
$105/bbl, GDP growth 
could be 5.8 per cent. 
Similarly, CPI inflation 
would move up from 
2.1% per cent in FY26 to 
4.7 per cent in the base-
line scenario and 5 per 
cent if crude prices move 
up to $120/bbl. 
 

Global oil shock: OMCs 
raise fuel prices for second 
time in less than a week 

Stock markets climb in early trade after Trump halts strikes on Iran, hints at deal 
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State-run oil marketing 
companies on Tuesday 
raised petrol and diesel 
prices for the second time 
in less than a week amid 
soaring global crude oil 
prices. Following the la-
test revision, petrol be-
came costlier by 86 paise 
per litre and diesel by 83 
paise per litre. 
 In the national capital, 
petrol prices rose to Rs 
98.64 per litre, while die-
sel prices increased to Rs 
91.58 per litre. 
 The increase comes days 
after oil firms raised 
petrol and diesel prices 
by Rs 3 per litre on May 
15, the first hike in more 
than four years amid on-
going geopolitical ten-
sions and a sharp rise in 
global crude prices trig-
gered by the US-Iran con-
flict. 
 Moreover, fuel prices are 
now at their highest 
levels since May 2022. 
The latest hike in fuel 
prices also follows suc-
cessive increases in com-
pressed natural gas 
(CNG) rates. 
 India’s leading city gas 
distributor, Indraprastha 
Gas Limited (IGL) on 
Sunday increased com-

pressed natural gas 
(CNG) prices by Re 1 per 
kg across its network, the 
second hike within 48 
hours. 
 Global crude oil prices 
have surged more than 50 
per cent since tensions in-
volving Iran escalated 
earlier this year, disrupt-
ing supplies through the 
Strait of Hormuz, one of 
the world’s key oil ship-
ping routes. 
 ast week, oil marketing 
companies (OMCs) had 
raised petrol and diesel 
prices by Rs 3 per litre 
each. Following that re-
vision, petrol prices in 
Delhi rose by Rs 3.14 per 
litre to Rs 97.77, while 
diesel became costlier by 
Rs 3.11 per litre. 
 In addition, amid the 
West Asia conflict, oil 
companies had also 
raised CNG prices by Rs 
2 per kg earlier this 
month. 
 According to industry es-
timates, the three major 
public sector oil retailers 
— Indian Oil Corpora-
tion, Bharat Petroleum 
Corporation Limited and 
Hindustan Petroleum 
Corporation Limited — 
are projected to report 
combined losses of nearly 
Rs 1.2 lakh crore in the 
first quarter of FY27 
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ollywood 
actress 
Janhvi 
Kapoor is 
feeling 

the love and support 
from rumoured boy-
friend Shikhar Pa-
hariya after the 
trailer launch of her 
upcoming film 
Peddi. The trailer, 
which was unveiled 
on Monday, has al-
ready generated ex-
citement among 
fans, and Shikhar’s 
heartfelt reaction on 
social media quickly 
grabbed attention 
online. 
 Sharing the trailer 
on his Instagram 
story, Shikhar 
praised Janhvi and 
referred to her as a 
“Lady Don” both on-
screen and off-
screen. He wrote, 
“@janhvikapoor 
Lady Don in reel life 
and real life,” while 
adding heart and lo-
vestruck emojis to 
express his admira-
tion for the actress. 
His affectionate 
message soon be-
came a talking point 
among fans, many 
of whom appreci-
ated the chemistry 
and support the duo 
continue to show 
each other publicly. 
 Shikhar also 
praised Telugu su-
perstar Ram Cha-
ran, who plays the 

lead role in the film. 
Sharing his excite-
ment for the project, 
he wrote, “@always-
ramcharan too good 
brother mass can’t 
wait!” The energetic 
response added to 
the growing buzz 
surrounding the 
film’s trailer re-
lease.Janhvi later 
reshared Shikhar’s 
story on her own so-
cial media account 
and reacted emo-

tionally with heart 
and teary-eyed 
emojis, subtly ac-
knowledging his 
sweet gesture.  
 Though the couple 
has never officially 
confirmed their rela-
tionship, moments 
like these continue 
to fuel speculation 
and delight their 
fans.Over the years, 
Janhvi and Shikhar 
have frequently 
been spotted to-

gether during vaca-
tions, temple visits, 
family functions and 
special celebrations. 
Their appearances 
together have often 
made headlines, 
with fans closely fol-
lowing their bond 
and public inter-
actions.  
 According to re-
ports, the two had 
dated several years 
ago before briefly 
parting ways and 

eventually recon-
necting.One of their 
most talked-about 
appearances came 
during Janhvi’s 
sister Anshula Ka-
poor’s Gor Dhana 
ceremony in Oc-
tober. In photo-
graphs shared from 
the event, the cou-
ple was seen posing 
affectionately to-
gether. Shikhar 
stood behind Janhvi 
with his hand placed 
on her shoulder, 
while she held onto 
his little finger, a 
gesture fans found 
adorable.Earlier this 
year, Shikhar Pa-
hariya’s family also 
attended the pre-
miere of Janhvi Ka-
poor’s 
Oscar-nominated 
film  
 Homebound. The 
event saw the pres-
ence of his mother 
and grandparents, 
including former 
Union Minister Sus-
hil Kumar Shinde. 
Janhvi was also 
seen respectfully 
touching the feet of 
Shikhar’s grandpar-
ents, a moment that 
received widespread 
appreciation on so-
cial media and 
further strengthened 
rumours about the 
couple’s close rela-
tionship.

HCA guidelines for  
Open Selection Trials,  
2026-27 season 
HYDERABAD 
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 The Hyderabad Cricket 
Association (HCA) in-
formed that all aspiring 
players that the Open Se-
lection Trials for the 
2026–27 season will be 
conducted over a period 
of 14 days. 
 The registration process 
witnessed an overwhel-
ming response with ap-
proximately 6000 
registrations received. 
Upon verification, 
around 1500 duplicate 
registrations / repeated 
Aadhaar entries were 
identified and removed 
from the final list. 
 To ensure smooth and 
systematic conduct of the 
trials, approximately 300 
players per day will be 
called for participation. 
 All registered players 
are strictly advised to 
wait for the official email 
communication from 
HCA regarding their slot, 
reporting time, and trial 
date, and not report to 
the ground unless they 

have received an official 
email confirmation and 
cooperate with the 
scheduling process and 
patiently wait for their 
respective turn. 
 The scheduling has been 
designed to ensure fair 
opportunity, proper 
crowd management, and 
smooth conduct of the 
trials. 
 Trial Schedule: Morning 
Session: Players 1 to 50 
– 1st Slot: 7:00 AM to 
8:00 AM; Players 51 to 
100 – 2nd Slot: 8:00 AM 
to 9:00 AM; Players 101 
to 150; 3rd Slot: 9:00 
AM to 10:00 AM; 
Players 151 to 200 – 4th 
Slot: 10:00 AM to 11:00 
AM. 
 Evening session: Players 
201 to 250 – 5th Slot: 
3:00 PM to 4:00 PM; 
Players 251 to 300 – 6th 
Slot: 4:00 PM to 5:00 
PM. 
 All players must report 
to the venue at least 30 
minutes prior to their al-
lotted slot timing. Late 
reporting may lead to in-
convenience during the 

trial process. 
 Further details and in-
structions will be com-
municated through the 
registered email IDs of 
the shortlisted applicants. 
Harish wins Brilliant 
Open online chess 
J Harish of Chennai won 
the Brilliant Trophy 
Open online chess tour-
nament scoring 11.5 
points from 12 rounds on 
Tuesday. 
Ansh Malhotra got sec-
ond place with 9.5 points 
and J.Malleswara Rao 
got third place with nine 
points from 12 rounds. 
Final placings:1. J. Sri-
harish, 2. Ansh Malhotra, 
3.J. Malleswara Rao, 4. 
Krishna Kishore Ralla-
bandi, 5. Siddharth Per-
nati, 6. Srujan Keerthan, 
7. P.S.S Nandagopal, 8. 
JR Abhishek, 9. M. Ab-
dallah Nistar, 10. P.Har-
shith. 
Best woman player: Lo-
pamudra Aadya An-
nambhotla, 
Best veteran player: P.K. 
Sankaran.

Sooryavanshi’s fury takes  
Rajasthan closer to playoffs 
JAIPUR 
Wakeup telangana 
 
Vaibhav Sooryavanshi 
continued his evening rit-
ual of leaving spectators 
spellbound with a breath-
taking 38-ball 93 as Ra-
jasthan Royals moved 
closer to a playoff berth 
with a one-sided seven-
wicket win over Lucknow 
Super Giants in an IPL 
match here on Tuesday. 
 The 15-year-old, who is 
all set to board the flight 
to Dublin with the Indian 
senior team next month, 
was once again unstop-
pable, clobbering 10 sixes 
in an extraordinary dis-
play of bat speed and 
razor-sharp hand-eye co-
ordination. 
 By the time, he missed 
out on his third IPL cen-
tury by a mere seven runs, 
he had ensured Royals 
will make a meal of what 
could have been a tricky 
221 run chase after Mit-
chell Marsh’s 57-ball-96 
had taken LSG to 220 for 
5. 
 And certainly, the icing 
on the cake was Ian 
Bishop’s line on air, one 
that could well be remem-
bered for posterity: “He is 
ready.” 
Royals are now on 14 

points and would need a 
win against Mumbai In-
dians in their last game to 
make it to play-off. 
 If Marsh was muscularity 
pro-max, Sooryavanshi 
was all about amazing 
skill-set where a leg-
spinner’s slider delivered 
at an angle could be dis-
patched into extra cover 
stands with disdain. 
While Marsh hit poor 
balls for sixes, Sooryavan-
shi sent the good ones 
sailing into the stands. 
And when it came to poor 
deliveries, he tortured 
them. 
 He is well on his way 
(53) to break Chris 
Gayle’s (59) record of 

maximum sixes in a sea-
son. He is now 26 runs 
short of completing 600 
runs in the season. 
Dhruv Jurel completed the 
chase with an unbeaten 
38-ball 53 but the night 
unquestionably belonged 
to the teenage sensation. 
 Mayank Yadav, the man 
who burst into the 2024 
IPL as India’s fastest ever 
bowler, was dispatched 
for 29 runs in a single 
over. The short balls were 
pulled, the fuller ones 
were driven and anything 
with width was flayed. 
The drooping shoulder of 
Prince Yadav, who got his 
maiden India call-up on 
the day, said it all. 

 LSG skipper Rishabh 
Pant, already reeling 
under pressure to revive 
his white-ball inter-
national career, looked in-
creasingly helpless as the 
carnage unfolded around 
him. Earlier, Marsh 
trumped Royals attack 
with a 57-ball- 96 but 
Jofra Archer’s five-run 
final over did boost the 
home team’s confidence. 
 After Jos Inglis’ 29-ball-
60 provided the initial im-
petus, Marsh, nicknamed 
as ‘Bison’ in the cricket-
ing universe, displayed 
ox-like muscularity 
smashing 11 fours and 
five sixes, once again 
emerging as his team’s 
batting hero for the ump-
teenth time during the cur-
rent season. This was his 
third score of 90 or more 
in one season. 
In a season full of dis-
appointments for LSG, 
Marsh’s performance (563 
runs in 13 games) has 
been the only saving grace 
for Sanjeev Goenka’s 
men. Royals, who need to 
win the last two games to 
qualify for the play-offs, 
were below par with the 
ball with questions being 
raised about stand-in 
skipper Yashasvi Jaiswal’s 
decision to bowl first on a 

good batting deck. 
The platform was, ho-
wever, set by Inglis during 
the Powerplay overs as he 
hit seven fours and three 
sixes in an opening stand 
of 109 in just over eight 
overs. 
 In the past few games, 
Royals bowling attack 
hasn’t been able to make 
inroads in the Powerplay 
overs, something that has 
affected its performance. 
While Inglis attacked 
Jofra Archer to put 
spanner in Royals’ 
strategy, Marsh did keep 
up the pace with his pow-
erful hits — especially the 
pull-shots that sailed into 
the stands. 
 Once Inglis was dis-
missed, Marsh took 
charge as one of his best 
shots was a six over extra 
cover — a perfect union 
of power and timing. 
Nicholas Pooran (16 off 
11) didn’t score many and 
Rishabh Pant (35 off 23 
balls) despite a 64-run 
third wicket stand never 
looked convincing. He 
wasted a lot of deliveries 
and it seemed that recent 
developments in his inter-
national career (removed 
from Test vice captaincy 
and dropped from ODIs) 
is bothering him. 

Janhvi Kapoor’s boyfriend 
Shikhar Pahariya calls her ‘lady 
don in reel life and real life’ 

B
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The makers of Shahid 
Kapoor, Kriti Sanon, 
and Rashmika Man-
danna starrer “Cock-
tail 2” have released 
the latest track from 
the forthcoming ro-
mantic entertainer ti-
tled “Mashooqa”. 
 Featuring Shahid and 
Kriti, the song is full 
of fun beats, flirta-
tion, and carefree 
chemistry. It perfectly 
captures the thrill of 
young love and spon-
taneous connection. 
 With tunes by Uni-
versal Music, Ma-
shooqa” has been 
scored by Pritam. 
While the lyrics have 
been penned by Ami-
tabh Bhattacharya, 
the track has been 
crooned by Raghav 
Chaitanya, 
Mahmood, and Ruaa 
Kayy. The Italian 

parts of the drama 
have been written, 
co-composed, and 
performed by 
Mahmood. 
 Sharing the romantic 
song with the music 
lovers, makers Mad-
dock Films penned, 
“The girl you can 
only have in your 
dreams! #Mashooqa 
Song out now! 
#Cocktail2 in cine-
mas on 19th June 
(sic).” Talking about 
the track, Shahid said, 
“Mashooqa has a vibe 
that pulls you in in-
stantly. Kriti and I 
genuinely had such a 
blast shooting this 
one because it doesn’t 
take itself too se-
riously. It’s stylish, 
playful and just a lot 
of fun. It’s the kind of 
song that makes you 
want to let go a little, 
turn the volume up 
and enjoy the mo-
ment. Pure summer 

energy.” 
 Kriti added, “This 
song is such a vibe. 
It’s groovy, flirty and 
reminds me of Sicily 
— both musically and 
visually. Shahid and I 
were just being our 
goofy selves and hav-
ing a blast. I feel au-
diences are really 
going to enjoy this 
one because it has a 
very fresh sound and 
energy.” 
 Prior to this, the 
makers had unveiled 
the “Jab Talak” from 
the highly-awaited 
flick. 
 “Cocktail 2” is set to 
release in the cinema 
halls on June 19. 
 Directed by Homi 
Adajania, the movie 
is believed to be a 
spiritual sequel to the 
2012 hit “Cocktail”, 
which featured Saif 
Ali Khan, Deepika 
Padukone, and Diana 
Penty as the lead. 

Shahid Kapoor and Kriti 
Sanon groove in Cocktail 2’s 
new track Mashooqa 
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Man held with ganja in Hyderabad’s  
Dhoolpet, another absconding 

HYDERABAD 
Wakeup telangana 
 
The Excise and Prohi-
bition Department’s Hy-
derabad Enforcement 
Team on Monday, May 
18, arrested a man for al-
legedly smuggling ganja 
and seized 1.630 kg of the 
contraband from his pos-
session in Dhoolpet. 
 The accused, identified as 
Arvind Singh, was inter-
cepted near Hanuman 
Mandir in Dhoolpet while 

allegedly transporting the 
ganja on a motorcycle. 
Acting on a tip-off, the 
enforcement team appre-
hended him and seized the 
contraband. 

 Another suspect, identi-
fied as Manish, a resident 
of Dhoolpet, is abscond-
ing. Efforts are underway 
to trace and arrest him, the 
police said. 

HYDERABAD 
Wakeup telangana  
 
 The Greater Hyderabad 
Municipal Corporation 
(GHMC) on Tuesday, May 
19, organised sports compe-
titions across its zones as 
part of the ongoing Praja Pa-
lana–Pragathi Pranalika 99-
Day Action Plan, which 
reached its 75th day and en-
tered its 11th week. 
 The events, held at the 
GHMC sports complex and 
various facilities spread ac-
ross different zones, saw 
participation from municipal 
employees, workers and res-
idents, with youth turnout 
described as enthusiastic. 
 

Badminton, cricket, volley-
ball and indoor games were 
among the competitions 
conducted during the day, 
with officials saying the aim 
was to promote physical fit-
ness, teamwork and dis-
cipline among participants. 
 Senior officials appreciated 
the Sports Department and 
field staff for coordinating 
the activities and ensuring 
public participation, accord-
ing to a GHMC statement. 
 
The corporation said the ini-
tiative was intended to en-
courage residents to make 
use of available municipal 
sports infrastructure and 
adopt a more active daily 
routine. 

HYDERABAD 
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The heat wave conditions 
in the city are robbing the 
traders of their business, 
particularly in the Old 
City, where there is a sig-
nificant drop in shoppers. 
 Traders complain that 
due to the hot summer, 
people are staying away 
from the markets, result-
ing in low business. 
 “Usually, during summer 
holidays, there is a steady 
flow of local tourists 
from Telangana and AP 
to the Old City. Due to 
the extreme heat con-
ditions, tourists are stay-
ing away from the 
markets during the day,” 
said Mohd Dilawar, who 
runs a garments shop at 
New Laad Bazaar. 
 On average, around one 
lakh people visit the mar-
kets in the Old City on 
regular days. However, 
since the first week of 
May, the numbers have 
come down by nearly 50 

per cent. The shop-
keepers point out that the 
foreign or domestic tour-
ists from North India are 
visiting the Old City but 
limiting their tour to his-
toric places such as 
Chawmahalla Palace, 
Charminar and Mecca 
Masjid. 
 “A drawback for tourists 
to stay away from the 
markets is that there are 
no facilities for them. 
There is no shelter to 
stand or a proper place to 
sit. Not even an AC bus 
stop where at least they 
can sit and relax,” said 
Rakesh Jain, a trader at 
Gulzar Houz. 
 A few shops have air 
conditioners on the 
stretch between Charmi-

nar and Madina Building. 
“So people are preferring 
big malls for shopping. If 
visiting the Old City is 
unavoidable, then people 
plan a visit in the even-
ing. Again, during even-
ings, there are traffic 
issues, and people feel 
they are being punished 
for visiting the Old City,” 
said Nadeem Ahmed, 
another businessman. 
 Due to the low business, 
the shopkeepers are fac-
ing financial problems 
and fear it would be diffi-
cult for them to pay rents, 
power bills and salaries 
of staff if the situation 
continues. “The power 
bills for the month of 
April were already hefty, 
and we literally struggled 
to pay them. Now I don’t 
know how I will manage 
to pay the power bills 
and rent for May. The 
only option left is to take 
out a loan and repay it 
later,” said Tareq Khan, a 
cloth merchant at Patel 
Market. 

Hyderabad’s Old City markets suffer 
50% drop in shoppers amid heatwave 
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State BJP president N. 
Ramchander Rao has 
called upon party workers 
to gear up for the upcom-
ing corporation elections 
in the areas formed after 
the delimitation of the 
erstwhile GHMC, describ-
ing the polls as highly 
crucial for the future of 
politics in Telangana. Ad-
dressing a meeting of BJP 
division presidents and 
senior leaders from the 
GHMC limits at the 
party’s city office in Bar-
katpura, Rao stressed the 
need for discipline, unity, 
and strong booth-level co-
ordination among cadre 
members to ensure electo-
ral success. 
 The meeting was at-
tended by Rajya Sabha 
MP Rekha Sharma, who 
previously served as the 
chairperson of the Na-
tional Commission for 
Women. Senior BJP 
leaders and local function-
aries from different di-
visions across Hyderabad 
also participated in the 
discussions focused on 
election preparedness and 

organisational strengthen-
ing.Referring to the 
changes introduced 
through the GHMC de-
limitation process, Rao 
said the number of wards 
had already increased to 
300 and could further rise 
to 350, according to re-
ports. With indications 
that elections may be held 
in September or October, 
he said the party must re-
main fully prepared well 
in advance and ensure 
every booth committee 
becomes active at the 
grassroots level.Rao re-
called the BJP’s perform-
ance in the 2020 GHMC 
elections, where the party 
independently secured 48 
seats despite facing the 
combined political 
strength of the BRS and 
AIMIM. He stated that the 
results reflected growing 

public support and in-
creasing confidence in the 
BJP among Hyderabad 
voters.  
 He further pointed out 
that the BJP currently 
maintains a strong Parlia-
mentary presence within 
the GHMC limits, which 
should be translated into a 
stronger performance in 
the corporation 
polls.Highlighting the po-
litical importance of the 
civic elections, Rao as-
serted that a decisive BJP 
victory in the corporation 
polls would create the 
foundation for forming a 
BJP government in Telan-
gana in the future.  
 On ticket distribution, he 
made it clear that party 
nominations would be 
given only to hardworking 
karyakartas with strong 
grassroots connections 
and public acceptance. He 
warned that groupism and 
internal conflicts would 
not be tolerated. Candi-
date selection, he added, 
would be based on sur-
veys, winnability, public 
feedback, and consulta-
tions between state and 
central leadership. 
 

Fake badges, PhonePe transfers: 
How gang conned rice  
trader posing as SOT cops 

Gear Up for Extended GHMC Polls  
in Sept-Oct: Ramchander Rao 

GHMC holds sports day under  
99-day action plan on 75th day 

HYDERABAD 
Wakeup telangana 
 
Meerpet Police have ar-
rested six persons for al-
legedly impersonating 
Special Operations Team 
(SOT) officers and extort-
ing money from a rice 
trader after intercepting 
his lorry on the Outer 
Ring Road in the early 
hours of Monday, May 18. 
 The complainant, Mo-
hammed Afroz, 24, a rice 
businessman from Bala-
pur, told police that his 
lorry, which was carrying 
rice towards Udgir in Ma-
harashtra, was stopped 
near Patancheru ORR Exit 
no 3 at around 3:30 am. 
 Four men travelling in a 
Volkswagen Polo alleg-
edly flagged down the ve-
hicle, identified 
themselves as SOT of-
ficers and threatened the 
driver, claiming the rice 
consignment was illegal. 
They then demanded Rs 6 
lakh from Afroz to let the 
vehicle go, police said. 
 After negotiations, the 
amount was reportedly 
settled at Rs 1.60 lakh. 
Afroz initially transferred 
Rs 80,000 via PhonePe to 
a number linked to one of 
the accused, identified as 
Beeram Shiva Reddy. The 

gang subsequently pressed 
for the remaining amount. 
 Growing suspicious, 
Afroz verified their cre-
dentials and found the 
men had no connection to 
the SOT. He traced them 
to TKR College in Meer-
pet, where one of the ac-
cused identified himself 
as “Anil” before fleeing 
the spot, the complainant 
told police. 
 Acting on the complaint, 
Meerpet police arrested 
six of the seven accused 
and produced them before 
a magistrate, who re-
manded them to judicial 
custody. A seventh ac-
cused, identified only as 
Anand, remains at large. 
 Those arrested are Aekka 
Sandeep Kumar, 26, a res-
ident of Uppuguda, De-
vara Shetti Girish, 35, of 
Saroornagar, Beeram 
Shiva Reddy, 24, of Wa-
naparthy district; Rakesh 
Singh, 30, of Uppuguda, 
Gantala Sai Ram Reddy, 
24, of Nagole, and Ka-
karla Pavan Sai, 24, of 
Meerpet. Police seized Rs 
80,000 in cash, seven mo-
bile phones and the Polo 
car used in the crime. 
 Sandeep Kumar, listed as 
the first accused, is alleg-
edly linked to multiple 
prior cases.

HYDERABAD 
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 The Greater Hyderabad 
Municipal Corporation 
(GHMC) on Tuesday, 
May 19, organised sports 
competitions across its 
zones as part of the ongo-
ing Praja Palana–Pragathi 
Pranalika 99-Day Action 
Plan, which reached its 
75th day and entered its 
11th week. 
 The events, held at the 
GHMC sports complex 
and various facilities 
spread across different 
zones, saw participation 

from municipal employ-
ees, workers and res-
idents, with youth turnout 
described as enthusiastic. 
 Badminton, cricket, vol-
leyball and indoor games 
were among the competi-
tions conducted during 
the day, with officials 
saying the aim was to 
promote physical fitness, 
teamwork and discipline 
among participants. 
 Senior officials appreci-
ated the Sports Depart-
ment and field staff for 
coordinating the activities 
and ensuring public par-
ticipation, according to a 
GHMC statement. 

 The corporation said the 
initiative was intended to 
encourage residents to 
make use of available 
municipal sports infras-
tructure and adopt a more 
active daily routine. 
 The Praja Palana–Praga-
thi Pranalika plan, which 
the civic body launched 
as a structured govern-
ance and community out-
reach programme, has 
been conducting daily 
themed activities since its 
rollout, covering sectors 
ranging from sanitation 
and infrastructure to 
health and now sports.  
 

HYDERABAD 
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The State government’s 
latest directive enhancing 
the upper age limits for 
government job recruit-
ments has drawn a polar-
ised reaction from the 
unemployed youth in Te-
langana. While the deci-
sion has provided vital 
relief to one section of as-
pirants, it has left remain-
ing candidates feeling 
utterly betrayed. 
 Through the newly issued 
GO Ms No. 86, the State 
government set the maxi-
mum age limit to appear 
for general category gov-
ernment recruitments at 
44 years for a period of 
one year. 
 While the move increases 
the eligibility for thou-
sands of job seekers, it 
also slashes the upper age 
limit by two years com-

pared to the previous ex-
tension and also reduces 
the relaxation period in 
half. 
 After assuming power, 
the Congress government 
had issued GO Ms No. 30 
in February 2024, enhanc-
ing the general category 
upper-age limit from 44 
years to 46 years for a 
two-year window. 
 With the relaxation 
period getting lapsed in 
February of this year, the 
age ceiling technically re-
verted to the baseline of 
34 years—triggering in-
tense scrutiny over recent 
recruitment notifications. 
 While GO Ms No. 86 res-
cues candidates up to 44 
years of age from that 

baseline drop, it actively 
locks out those aged 45 
and 46, who had pinned 
their hopes on a full re-
storation of the previous 
policy. The new relaxation 
is valid for only one year, 
unlike the two-year cush-
ion period in the past. It 
also remains non-appli-
cable to uniformed serv-
ices like the Police, 
Excise, Fire, and Forest 
departments. 
 “Barring minor adden-
dums, the government did 
not issue major new re-
cruitment notifications 
during the previous relax-
ation window. We fail to 
understand the rationale 
behind reducing the upper 
age limit by two years 
now. We also fail to un-
derstand why the exten-
sion was restricted to just 
one year instead of two,” 
said A Janardhan, a leader 
of the Telangana Unem-

ployed Youth Joint Action 
Committee (JAC). 
 The history of age relaxa-
tion in the State has been 
a prolonged bone of con-
tention. In 2022, the pre-
vious BRS government 
had raised the maximum 
age limit by 10 years for 
direct recruitment across a 
two-year period. That 
decision lifted the general 
category ceiling from 34 
to 44 years, while pushing 
limits for SC, ST, and BC 
candidates to 49 years, 
and Persons with Disabil-
ities (PwD) to 54 years. 
 Although the subsequent 
policy built on this by 
stretching the limit to 46 
years via GO 30, student 
groups pointed out that 
the State failed to timely 
notify a major chunk of 
vacancies, particularly in 
Group II, III, and IV serv-
ices, before that order ex-
pired. 

GHMC holds sports day under 99-day action plan on 75th day 
GHMC Organises Sports Events Under 99-Day Praja Palana Action Plan Across Hyderabad Zones

Telangana govt’s new age limit 
for jobs leaves aspirants upset 

Alternative  
Arrangements Made 
During Medical 
Shops Bandh 
Alternative arrangements 
have been made to ensure 
uninterrupted supply of es-
sential medicines to the 
public in Nalgonda district in 
view of the nationwide 
bandh call given by the All 
India Chemists and Medical 
Shops Association. District 
drugs inspector K. Sampath 
Kumar said instructions had 
been issued to manage-
ments of medical shops ac-
ross all towns in the district 
to keep at least two private 
medical shops open in 
major towns and one in 
smaller towns to avoid in-
convenience to the public. 
 He said at least two private 
pharmacy outlet would re-
main open in every town. 
Sampath Kumar added that 
pharmacies attached to all 
government and private 
hospitals in the district 
would function as usual to 
provide emergency serv-
ices. He appealed to the 
public not to panic, stating 
that adequate measures 
had been taken to ensure 
medicines remained avail-
able through selected 
shops. In case of emer-
gencies or difficulty in pro-
curing medicines, the public 
may contact the Drugs In-
spector, Nalgonda, on 
phone number 
8333925882. 
 

NHAI road widening 
works damage  
water pipeline in  
Hyderabad, disrupt  
water supply 

 Water supply was affected in 
certain areas of Hyderabad 
after a main water line sup-
plying drinking water to the 
city from Patancheru to 
Hyder Nagar in Manjeera 
Phase-2 was damaged dur-
ing road-widening works car-
ried out by the National 
Highways Authority of India 
(NHAI). 
 On Tuesday, HMWSSB re-
leased a list of affected areas 
to the media due to a dam-
aged water line. The areas 
include Ramachandrapuram 
(R C Puram), Ashok Nagar, 
Jyothi Nagar, Lingampally, 
Chandanagar, Gangaram, 
Madinaguda, Miyapur, Beer-
amguda, Ameenpur, Bhagya-
nagar Colony, Off-take 
points, bulk connections 
under transmission line, Erra-
gadda, S. R. Nagar, Ameer-
pet, KPHB Colony, 
Kukatpally, Bhagyanagar 
Colony, and Pragathi Nagar. 
 In a press release, 
HMWSSB officials said, “To 
address the leakage, Water 
Board officials initiated emer-
gency repair work. The 
HMWSSB managing director 
K Ashok Reddy inspected the 
work and reviewed the pro-
gress of the ongoing pipeline 
works with the officials con-
cerned. 
 He directed the officials con-
cerned to complete the work 
as quickly as possible and 
restore the water supply. The 
work was ongoing, and once 
the repair work was com-
pleted, the water supply 
would be restored in 
phases,” it said.

In the 2020 GHMC polls, the BJP won 48 seats 

The Telangana government’s decision to fix the upper age limit for government recruitments at 44 years for one year has triggered mixed 
reactions among unemployed youth, with aspirants aged 45 and 46 expressing disappointment over exclusion from the revised policy


