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Teachers on Foreign Study 
Tours, Says Revanth: P8 

KTR to Appear in  
Nampally Court Today: P2 
 

Heavy rains disrupt 
normal life, swell  
reservoirs  
in Telangana: P2 
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Chief Minister A. Revanth 
Reddy sparked a political 
controversy after ques-
tioning the employability 
of engineering graduates 
in Telangana, stating that 
many students complete 
their degrees without ac-
quiring basic job-ready 
skills. Speaking during an 
interaction with partici-
pants of the Finland and 
Germany teacher expo-
sure programmes on 
Thursday, he said nearly 
1.1 lakh engineering stu-
dents receive certificates 
every year, but some are 
unable to even fill out a 
simple job application. 
 Calling the situation a 
“criminal waste,” the 
Chief Minister said 
teachers should conduct a 
simple exercise by asking 
engineering graduates in 
their villages to write a 
job application on a blank 
sheet of paper. He clari-
fied that he was not blam-
ing the students, but rather 
the education system for 
failing to equip them with 
practical skills and con-

fidence. 
 Revanth Reddy stressed 
the need for comprehen-
sive reforms in govern-
ment engineering 
colleges, where around 
24,000 students are cur-
rently enrolled. He pro-
posed restructuring 
engineering education by 
focusing on basic aca-
demic learning during the 
first two years, followed 
by intensive skill devel-
opment, industry-oriented 
training and employability 
programmes in the final 
two years. He also advo-
cated foreign-language 
training and international 
exposure opportunities to 
improve students’ global 
employment prospects. 
 The Chief Minister said 
engineering institutions 
should ensure graduates 

are capable of securing 
employment or creating 
self-employment opportu-
nities instead of depend-
ing solely on government 
or corporate recruitment. 
 His remarks, however, 
drew sharp criticism from 
the Opposition Bharat 
Rashtra Samithi (BRS). 
BRS working president 
K.T. Rama Rao accused 
Revanth Reddy of insult-
ing engineering graduates 
and questioned his cre-
dentials to judge their 
abilities. BRS Legislature 
Party leader T. Harish Rao 
also condemned the com-
ments, saying they de-
meaned both students and 
teachers. He demanded 
that the Chief Minister 
withdraw his remarks and 
issue an apology to the 
engineering community. 
 The exchange has trig-
gered a wider debate over 
the quality of engineering 
education, employability 
of graduates and the need 
for curriculum reforms to 
bridge the gap between 
academic qualifications 
and industry requirements 
in Telangana. 
 

Farmers’ Stir Withdrawn After MP Govt Increases Moong Procurement Cap 

Funds Spent On Govt Engg 
Colleges Are A Criminal 
Waste: Revanth Reddy 
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The 48-hour-long stir by 
the farmers of the Central-
southern part of Madhya 
Pradesh, which threatened 
to escalate into a major 
agitation, was withdrawn 
at midnight on Wednesday 
following talks between 
the protesters and the state 
government. Significantly, 
the farmers’ stir, that put 
to test the crisis resolution 
capacity of chief minister 
Mohan Yadav for the first 
time since he assumed of-
fice two and half years 
ago, has exposed the limi-
tations of a ‘double en-

gine’ government (mean-
ing the state BJP govern-
ment enjoying the benefit 
of having BJP in power at 
the Centre) amid tussle 
among leaders of the rul-
ing party. 
 The farmers from the 
Narmadapuram area, 
called the moong growing 

belt of Madhya Pradesh, 
suddenly started marching 
to Bhopal on July 27 to 
gherao chief minister’s of-
ficial bungalow at 
Shyamla Hills, taking the 
Mohan Yadav government 
off guard. They demanded 
the state government to 
procure their entire pro-

duce of moong, instead of 
25 percent of their yield, 
capped for each farmer. 
The agitation came at a 
time when the ruling BJP 
launched campaign 
blitzkrieg by carpet bomb-
ing the Datia Assembly 
constituency in the state 
with around two dozen 
state and Central ministers 
including chief minister 
for Thursday’s by-elec-
tions. 
 State agriculture minister 
Aidel Singh Kansana had 
shot a letter to Union agri-
culture minister Shivraj 
Singh Chouhan seeking to 
increase the moong pro-
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Indian Air Force chief Air 
Chief Marshal A.P. Singh 
on Thursday said “tech-
nology delayed is technol-
ogy denied” and that there 
was no point having 
something which came 
after others have got al-
ready. Air Chief Marshal 
Singh emphasised that 
technology development 
should be swift as things 
were changing fast with 
the advent of disruptive 

technologies. “Everyday, 
some new thing is coming 
out.” he said and added 
that the worry was that 
“we should not miss the 
bus.” 
 "Not only just technol-
ogy, technology staying in 
a lab. If we have the tech-
nology, but it has not gone 

beyond lab, then also, no 
point," he said. The IAF 
chief pitched for achiev-
ing greater self-reliance in 
building unmanned aerial 
systems and other critical 
defence technologies. He 
said there were discus-
sions between the IAF, the 
Union civil aviation mini-
stry and other ministries 
involved so that "we fi-
nally should be able to 
recognise a drone, 
whether it is a bona fide 
drone or a rogue drone". 

NEW DELHI 
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Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi on Thursday chaired 
a meeting of the Cabinet 
Committee on Security 
(CCS) to review the situ-
ation in the context of the 
ongoing West Asia con-
flict and measures taken 
by various ministries and 
departments. This was the 
fourth special CCS meet-
ing on the issue. The ex-
tended CCS meeting was 
attended by permanent 
members — defence min-
ister Rajnath Singh, 
Union home minister 
Amit Shah, external af-
fairs minister S. Jaish-
ankar and finance minister 

Nirmala Sitharaman. Ac-
cording to official 
sources, chemicals and 
fertilisers minister J.P. 
Nadda, commerce minis-
ter Piyush Goyal, ship-
ping minister Sarbananda 
Sonowal and petroleum 
minister Hardeep Puri at-
tended the meeting as spe-
cial invitees. A statement 
issued by the Prime Min-
ister's Office (PMO) after 
the meeting said the Cabi-

net secretary T.V. Somna-
than briefed the CCS 
about the present geo-
political situation. He 
spoke about the initiatives 
taken to ensure an adequ-
ate supply of petroleum 
products, including LNG, 
LPG and fertilisers. He 
said that sources for the 
procurement of LPG have 
already been diversified 
and the overall stock and 
supply position of major 
petroleum products re-
main adequate. 
 "Availability of adequate 
crude oil has enabled 
Central public sector en-
terprise (CPSE) refineries 
to operate at utilisation 
levels exceeding 100 per 
cent, ensuring continued 

production of petrol, die-
sel and other petroleum 
products. Initiatives have 
also been taken to expand 
piped natural gas (PNG) 
connections, which have 
resulted in a substantial 
increase in PNG connec-
tions. The government is 
also facilitating industrial 
substitution of LPG 
through expansion of the 
National Gas Grid, aug-
mentation of LNG import 
and regasification infras-
tructure, expansion of 
city. gas distribution net-
works, and time-bound 
pipeline and last-mile 
connectivity approvals 
under the Pipeline Infras-
tructure Order 2026," read 
the PMO statement. 

CCS Meet: PM Reviews Situation  
During Ongoing West Asia Conflict 

SC Allows Muslims To Offer Friday  
Prayers at Dargah Near Bhojshala Complex 

IAF Chief Says Technology  
Delayed Is Technology Denied 

New US Bill May 
Fast-Track Green 
Card Option 
Lakhs of long-term immi-
grants in the United 
States, including thou-
sands of Indians waiting 
for permanent residency, 
could benefit if a new Bill 
introduced by California's 
US Senator Alex Padilla 
becomes law. The pro-
posal, if passed, would 
allow people who have 
lived continuously in the 
US for at least seven 
years, have no criminal 
record, and meet other 
eligibility requirements to 
apply for lawful per-
manent residency and ob-
tain a green card. 
 Senator Padilla has re-
newed the Renewing Im-
migration Provisions of 
the Immigration Act of 
1929, often called the 
Registry Bill. The current 
US law allows only immi-
grants who have lived in 
the country since January 
1, 1972, to apply for per-
manent residency through 
the registry process.  

'Shah Ordered Force on Students on July 20, Must Resign': Dipke 
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Asserting that constitu-
tional courts should not be 
attacked for scrutinising 
executive action, the Te-
langana High Court on 
Thursday pointed to a 
case where HYDRAA had 
demolished a private com-
pound wall on purported 
instructions of the revenue 
authorities, though the 
records showed that 
neither the tahsildar nor 
the district collector had 
issued any such direction. 
Justice N.V. Shravan 
Kumar said the case itself 
answered the recent state-
ments that the judiciary 
was being misled by pri-
vate litigants. The court 
observed that it was the 
government authorities 
and agencies like HY-
DRAA who were mislead-
ing and misdirecting the 
court and bypassing its or-
ders. 
 The court observed that 
there was utter failure of 
the administration by the 
authorities. Without co-
ordinating with each 
other, departments were 
taking decisions on their 
own and without follow-
ing law or due diligence 
and process. Justice Shra-
van Kumar made these 

observations while deal-
ing with a petition filed by 
Pemmasani Sudha Rani, 
alleging that revenue and 
HYDRAA officials had il-
legally demolished a com-
pound wall and a structure 
on her property in Plot 
No. 9 in Survey No. 60 of 
Kondapur, without issuing 
notice or following due 
process of law. 
 Despite earlier High 
Court directions to let her 
construct the compound 
wall, HYDRAA had en-
tered the property on Oc-
tober 4, 2025, demolished 
the structure and a watch-
man's room without issu-
ing notice and had 
attempted to dispossess 
her from the land. At a 
hearing on July 28, HY-
DRAA had submitted that 
it had undertaken the 
demolition on the instruc-
tions of the Serilingam-
pally tahsildar. 
 Based on HYDRAA’s 
submission, the judge 
summoned the tahsildar. 
The official on Thursday 
informed the court that he 
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The Supreme Court on 
Thursday permitted 
Muslims to offer Friday 
prayers on the premises 
of a dargah adjacent to 
the disputed Bhojshala 
complex in the Dhar dis-
trict of Madhya Pradesh. 
The apex court directed 
the state government to 
ensure that Muslims are 
allowed to offer namaz at 
the site between 1 and 3 
pm on Fridays. A three-
judge bench of Chief 

Justice of India Surya 
Kant, Justice Joymalya 
Bagchi and Justice V. 
Mohana, however, said 
that the direction did not 
preclude the state gov-
ernment and the Muslim 
side from exploring 
another site for Friday 
prayers with mutual con-
sent. On July 14, the top 

court had directed that a 
separate open space be 
provided adjacent to the 
disputed site in Dhar for 
namaz on Fridays be-
tween 1 and 3 pm till the 
case is decided. Later, 
the Muslim side, led by 
Haji Muneer Ahmad, 
moved the apex court, al-
leging non-compliance 
with its directions to pro-
vide an alternative site, 
saying that the Dhar ad-
ministration is providing 
the place which is 1.3 
km away from the 

Authorities and  
HYDRAA Mislead and  
Bypass Court Orders: HC 

CONTINUE ON | PAGE 4
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Cockroach Janta Party 
(CJP) founder Abhijeet 
Dipke on Thursday 
claimed orders to use 
force against students 
during the July 20 "San-
sad Chalo" march must 
have come from Union 
Home Minister Amit 
Shah and sought his res-
ignation over the police 
crackdown. Talking to re-
porters at his residence in 

hometown Chhatrapati 
Sambhajinagar in central 
Maharashtra, he said de-
mocracy was in "danger" 
in the country and ques-
tions were being raised 
even on judiciary, while 
central probe agencies 
were being used to break 
political parties. 
 "Saving democracy is 
not merely an Opposition 
issue now. The people of 
the country will have to 
come together (to save 
it)," Dipke insisted on his 

return home after more 
than a month-long CJP-
led protest in New 
Delhi's Jantar Mantar 
over the NEET exam 
paper leak, which culmi-
nated in the resignation 
of then-Union Education 
Minister Dharmendra 
Pradhan. "There is a 
question mark even on 
judiciary. We all have 
seen how ED and CBI 
were used to break 
parties like the Shiv Sena 
and the NCP. The big in-

stitutions in the country 
had a duty to keep de-
mocracy alive and not 
create dictatorship of a 
single man. They let it 
happen. To stop this, not 
only the Opposition, but 
even the people will have 
to come together," he as-
serted. The 30-year-old 
activist criticized the ap-
pointment of Pralhad 
Joshi as new Education 
Minister and called him a 
"weird" man. 
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Heavy rains disrupt normal life, 
swell reservoirs in Telangana 

Students Take Anti-Human Trafficking Pledge in Sangareddy
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Heavy rains across Telan-
gana and the upper 
Krishna and Godavari ba-
sins have sharply in-
creased inflows into 
several major irrigation 
projects, prompting au-
thorities to open gates and 
release water downstream. 
While continuous down-
pour disrupted normal life 
in many parts of the State, 
the increased inflows have 
also renewed farmers’ 
hopes and are expected to 
expedite sowing opera-
tions. 
 The surge is particularly 
pronounced in the Krishna 
basin, where the Priyadar-
shini Jurala project in Jog-
ulamba Gadwal district is 
receiving heavy inflows 
following releases from 
Karnataka’s Almatti and 

Narayanpur reservoirs. Ju-
rala was receiving around 
89,000 cusecs from 
Thursday morning, with 
10 gates lifted by one 
metre. Nearly an equal 
quantity of water was dis-
charged downstream, 
apart from generating 
hydel power. 
 The increased flows have 
finally begun reaching the 
Srisailam Reservoir, 
which recorded its first 
significant inflows of the 
season. At 6 am on Thurs-
day, Srisailam had an in-
flow of 79,403 cusecs, a 

water level of 824.80 feet 
and storage of 44.609 
TMCft against its 885-
foot FRL. The inflows are 
expected to increase 
further if rainfall con-
tinues in the upper 
Krishna catchment. 
 The Godavari basin is 
witnessing an even 
sharper flood response. At 
the Medigadda barrage in 
Jayashankar Bhupalapally 
district, inflows and out-
flows rose to 1,31,420 cu-
secs, with all 85 gates 
opened to pass flood-
waters downstream. Ear-

lier on Thursday morning, 
the barrage had recorded 
an inflow of around 
81,000 cusecs. Officials 
said the continuing rains 
could push the inflows 
higher and advised people 
in low-lying villages to 
remain alert. 
 At Kaleshwaram, the Go-
davari was flowing at 6.25 
metres on Thursday morn-
ing. Officials expected the 
river level to rise further 
over the next 24 hours due 
to incessant rains in the 
upstream catchment areas. 
The rising flow is also 
being closely monitored at 
Sammakka Sagar, where 
combined inflows and 
outflows were reported at 
4,10,200 cusecs. 
 The flood surge has also 
brought the Kaleshwaram 
Lift Irrigation Scheme 
back into active operation 
at key points. Under Link-

II, water from the Sripada 
Yellampally project is 
being lifted through the 
Nandi Pump House in 
Dharmaram mandal. Five 
motors numbered 1, 3, 4, 
5 and 6 were operating, 
lifting 15,750 cusecs into 
the Nandi reservoir. The 
water is then being trans-
ferred through the twin 
tunnels to the Gayatri 
Pump House at Laksh-
mipur, from where four 
pumps are being used to 
move it towards the Sri 
Rajarajeshwara (Mid Ma-
nair) Reservoir. 
 The Sripada Yellampally 
Project was receiving a 
total inflow of 1,12,275 
cusecs at 3 pm on Thurs-
day. Of this, 68,452 cu-
secs were attributed to the 
Kadem project release and 
43,823 cusecs to its catch-
ment.  
 

Thousands Witness Spectacular Glass Bangle 
Adornment of Goddess Kanaka Durga on Guru Purnima
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Special Alankaram and 
Lalitha Sahasranama Pa-
rayanam Fill Aleru Tem-
ple with DevotionThe 
auspicious occasion of 
Guru Purnima was cele-
brated with deep religious 
fervour and spiritual gran-
deur at the Sri Kanaka 
Durgamma Temple in 
Aleru on Thursday, draw-
ing a large gathering of 
devotees from the town 
and surrounding villages. 
 A major highlight of the 
celebrations was the 
unique and vibrant Glass 
Bangle Alankaram, in 
which Goddess Sri Ka-
naka Durgamma was 
beautifully adorned with 
colourful bangles. The ex-

quisite decoration trans-
formed the sanctum into a 
breathtaking spiritual 
spectacle, captivating dev-
otees who thronged the 
temple throughout the 
day.Hundreds of women 
devotees, dressed in tradi-
tional attire, actively par-
ticipated in the 
celebrations. They collec-
tively recited the Lalitha 
Sahasranama Stotram, 
while devotional hymns 
and bhajans echoed across 
the temple premises, cre-

ating an atmosphere of 
peace, devotion, and spiri-
tual bliss.Devotees of-
fered special pujas, 
archana, and harathi to the 
presiding deity, praying 
for the well-being, pros-
perity, good health, and 
happiness of their fam-
ilies.  
 According to temple au-
thorities, Sri Kanaka Dur-
gamma is revered as a 
wish-fulfilling divine 
mother, and the special 
Ashada month rituals 

have been a cherished an-
nual tradition attracting 
devotees from far and 
wide.The beautifully dec-
orated deity drew hun-
dreds of visitors from 
neighbouring areas, who 
came to witness the rare 
floral and bangle adorn-
ment and seek the bless-
ings of the Goddess on the 
sacred occasion of Guru 
Purnima. 
 The celebrations con-
cluded with the distribu-
tion of theertha prasadam 
to all devotees. Temple 
committee members ex-
pressed their gratitude to 
the women devotees and 
volunteers whose whole-
hearted participation 
made the spiritual event a 
grand success.
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The Women and Child 
Welfare Department, San-
gareddy, organized a 
large-scale awareness pro-
gramme on the occasion 
of the World Day Against 
Trafficking in Persons, 
emphasizing the need to 
protect women and chil-
dren from exploitation 
and human 
trafficking.District 
Women and Child Welfare 
Officer Smt. Lalitha Ku-

mari led the programme 
and administered an anti-
human trafficking pledge 
to students, teachers, and 
officials. Participants also 

displayed awareness pla-
cards carrying messages 
on child safety, women's 
protection, and preventing 
human trafficking.Ad-

dressing the gathering, 
Lalitha Kumari described 
human trafficking as a 
grave violation of human 
rights and urged the pub-
lic to remain vigilant 
against child labour, 
forced marriage, sexual 
exploitation, bonded la-
bour, and other forms of 
trafficking. She appealed 
to citizens to immediately 
inform the concerned au-
thorities if they notice any 
suspicious activities in-
volving children or vul-
nerable persons.
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Following rainfall trig-
gered by the recent cy-
clonic weather system, 
paddy transplantation has 
begun across agricultural 
fields in Matoor village, 
bringing renewed opti-
mism to farmers after 
weeks of drought and un-
certainty. 
 Only a few days ago, the 
village had been strug-
gling with severe dry con-
ditions. Farmers had 
delayed agricultural oper-
ations due to the absence 
of monsoon rains, while 
villagers conducted tradi-
tional prayers and rituals 
seeking timely rainfall. 
 With the recent showers, 
agricultural activity has 
resumed as farmers and 
agricultural labourers en-
tered the fields to trans-
plant paddy seedlings. 
The green fields now re-
flect a sense of hope after 
an anxious start to the 
Kharif season. 
 However, many farmers 
remain concerned about 

the coming months. They 
fear that if rainfall de-
creases again due to pos-
sible El Niño-related 
weather conditions, water 
availability for irrigation 
could become uncertain. 
A shortage of water dur-
ing the crop growth stage 
could seriously affect 
yields and increase finan-
cial pressure on farming 
families. 
 Agriculture experts and 
the government have also 
been encouraging farmers 
in water-scarce regions to 
diversify cropping pat-
terns by cultivating less 
water-intensive crops such 
as millets, green gram, red 
gram, pulses, and other 
drought-tolerant crops, 

wherever local conditions 
are suitable. Such diversi-
fication can help reduce 
dependence on uncertain 
rainfall and improve cli-
mate resilience. 
 Farmers expressed hope 
that the current rains will 
continue throughout the 
season, ensuring sufficient 
water for standing crops 
and contributing to a suc-
cessful harvest. The 
changing weather has 
once again highlighted the 
importance of scientific 
crop planning, efficient 
water management, and 
timely support for farmers 
facing increasingly unpre-
dictable climatic con-
ditions. 
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The construction of Sri 
Abhayanjaneyaswamy 
Temple at Mungimalla 
village in Kosgi mandal 
of Narayanpet district has 
remained stalled for the 
past nine months, despite 
administrative approval 
and sanctioned funds 
from the Telangana En-
dowment Department.The 
delay in beginning the 
project has disappointed 
devotees and villagers, 
who are seeking immedi-
ate intervention from the 

government.  
 Locals allege that politi-
cal differences and bu-
reaucratic hurdles have 
prevented the commence-
ment of works, turning a 
religious project into a 

matter of public con-
cern.Devotees say faith 
should not become a vic-
tim of political disputes 
and have urged leaders to 
set aside differences.  
 Some residents view the 
prolonged delay as a spir-
itual challenge, believing 
it tests their devotion and 
patience.Villagers are 
now demanding transpar-
ency on the reasons be-
hind the delay and 
appealing to the Telan-
gana government to clear 
all obstacles and start the 
temple construction at the 
earliest.

Faith Vs Politics: Abhayanjaneyaswamy Temple 
Construction Stalled in Kodangal

Telangana rain deficit  
shrinks to 10 per cent  
after steady downpour 
HYDERABAD 
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 Telangana received 
widespread rainfall over 
the last few days after a 
prolonged deficiency, 
bringing cheer to 
farmers. 
 Gullakota in Jagtial dis-
trict received 70.5 mm of 
rainfall till noon on 
Thursday, followed by 
66.6 mm at Sirpur (U) in 
Kumram Bheem Asifa-
bad district, the Telan-
gana Development 
Planning Society said. 
 The state’s rainfall defi-
ciency, which stood at 33 
per cent till 15 days ago, 
had narrowed to 10 per 
cent by Thursday morn-
ing, according to the 
India Meteorological De-
partment.Even so, 13 of 
the state’s 33 districts 
have received less than 

20 per cent of their nor-
mal rainfall thus far.The 
deficiency in Yadadri-
Bhuvanagiri district is as 
high as 65 per cent. 
 Rainfall remains defi-
cient in Hyderabad as of 
date, it said. 
 Rain caused waterlog-
ging and traffic snarls at 
several places in Hydera-
bad on the night of July 
29. 
 Rivulets were in spate at 
some places in the state 
following the rains, dis-
rupting normal life. 
 The IMD, in its weather 
warning, issued a ‘red 
alert’ for isolated places 

in Adilabad, Kumram 
Bheem Asifabad, Man-
cherial, Nirmal and Jag-
tial districts, forecasting 
very heavy to extremely 
heavy rainfall accompa-
nied by strong surface 
winds from 1 pm on 
Thursday to 8.30 am on 
July 31. 
 It said light to moderate 
rain or thundershowers 
are likely to occur at 
most places over Telan-
gana during the same 
period.A ‘red alert’ indi-
cates extremely heavy 
rainfall of over 204 mm 
in 24 hours. 
 

Civil Rights Awareness Seminar Held in Chowdariguda
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A Civil Rights Day Awareness Seminar 
was held at the Chowdariguda Municipal 
Office in the erstwhile Ghatkesar mandal 
under the leadership of DVMC Member 
Thalka Ramulu, creating awareness on 
constitutional rights and the protection of 
Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes. 
 Ghatkesar Mandal Youth Congress Pres-
ident Vinod and former Ward Member 
Narsing Mudiraj attended as chief 
guests. They paid floral tributes to Dr. 
B.R. Ambedkar and highlighted his piv-
otal role in drafting the Constitution of 
India. 
 The speakers praised the organizers for 
conducting the seminar and stressed the 
need to educate people about their funda-
mental rights and duties. They urged SC 
and ST communities to understand the 
legal safeguards available to them and 
exercise their constitutional rights with-
out fear. 
 The seminar explained that untouchabil-
ity remains a punishable offence under 

the Protection of Civil Rights Act and 
called on citizens to uphold equality, dig-
nity, and fraternity. Participants were 
also encouraged to attend Gram Sabha 
meetings held on the 30th of every 
month to strengthen grassroots democ-
racy. 
 Officials highlighted the provisions of 
the SC/ST (Prevention of Atrocities) Act, 
1989, warning that strict legal action 
would be taken against those committing 
atrocities. RI Kavya, GPO Ashok Kumar, 
Shravan Kumar, Manjula, Bhagya, 
Chandrasekhar, Madhusudan, Zaheerud-
din, Bhagyalakshmi, Shyam Sundar, 
Akhil, and others attended the pro-
gramme.

KTR to Appear 
in Nampally 
Court Today 

The ACB Special Court 
at Nampally has di-
rected BRS working 
president K.T. Rama 
Rao, former special 
chief secretary Arvind 
Kumar and three other 
accused to appear be-
fore it on Friday in con-
nection with the 
Formula E race case, 
as it begins formal trial 
proceedings. The court 
has ordered the physi-
cal presence of all ac-
cused named in the 
chargesheet on the first 
day of hearings. On 
May 14, 2026, the court 
had taken cognisance 
of the chargesheet filed 
by the Anti-Corruption 
Bureau (ACB) and is-
sued summons to the 
accused. 
 The case pertains to 
alleged financial and 
procedural irregularities 
during the BRS govern-
ment’s conduct of the 
February 2023 inter-
national electric car 
race in Hyderabad. The 
ACB has alleged that 
`54.88 crore from Hy-
derabad Metropolitan 
Development Authority 
(HMDA) accounts was 
transferred to a foreign 
entity without obtaining 
mandatory approval 
from the state Cabinet. 

Cyclone Rains Revive Hope, but Farmers 
Remain Cautious Over Water Availability

Heavy rains across Telangana and the upper Krishna and Godavari basins have sharply increased inflows into major irri-
gation projects, prompting authorities to release water downstream. Officials have issued flood alerts while reservoir 
levels continue to rise amid sustained monsoon activity. 

NRI Couple  
Gifts ₹8 Lakh 
Gold Crown to  
Goda Devi

An NRI couple from Amer-
ica offered a gold crown 
worth ₹8 lakh to Goddess 
Goda Devi at Sri Venka-
teswara Swamy Temple in 
New Boynpally’s New City 
Colony, adding grandeur 
to the temple’s annual ce-
lestial wedding celebra-
tions on Thursday.The 
special offering was made 
by VV Nagaraju and Sri-
vani after the divine wed-
ding rituals. Former 
Cantonment Board Vice 
President Jampana Pra-
tap received the gold 
crown from the couple 
and handed it over to the 
temple committee repre-
sentatives. 
 The event witnessed a 
large gathering of devo-
tees who participated in 
special prayers and dar-
shan amid spiritual chants 
and festive decorations. 
Jampana Pratap said the 
couple had earlier do-
nated gold crowns worth 
₹20 lakh to Lord Venka-
teswara Swamy and God-
dess Lakshmi Devi. 
Responding to the temple 
committee’s request. 
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Filing your taxes?  
Beware of fake IT refund  
scams, warns TGCSB 

HYDERABAD 
Wakeup telangana 
 
The Telangana Cyber Se-
curity Bureau (TGCSB) 
has issued a public advi-
sory cautioning taxpayers 
against a surge in fake In-
come Tax refund scams 
during the ongoing in-
come tax filing season. 
The bureau warned that 
cyber fraudsters are im-
personating Income Tax 
Department officials to 
steal money, banking cre-
dentials and sensitive 
personal information 
from unsuspecting cit-
izens.According to 
TGCSB, scammers are 
sending fraudulent SMS 
messages and emails 
claiming that an Income 
Tax refund has been ap-
proved. These messages 
often include a "Claim 
Now" button or a mali-
cious link that redirects 
users to fake websites de-
signed to collect con-
fidential information such 
as bank account details, 
PAN, Aadhaar numbers, 
passwords and One-Time 
Passwords (OTPs).A sen-

ior TGCSB official said 
cyber criminals exploit 
the tax filing season by 
creating panic and a false 
sense of urgency among 
taxpayers. The official 
stressed that the Income 
Tax Department never 
asks taxpayers to share 
OTPs, passwords, CVV 
numbers or banking cre-
dentials through phone 
calls, SMS messages or 
emails. Citizens have 
been advised to verify all 
tax-related communica-
tions only through offi-
cial government portals 
and avoid clicking on 
suspicious links.The ad-
visory also highlighted 
common warning signs 
of such scams, including 
unsolicited refund mes-
sages, requests for PAN, 
Aadhaar or bank account 
details, calls demanding 
OTPs or CVV numbers, 
APK files or attachments 
sent from unknown 

numbers, and threats of 
legal action unless imme-
diate payment is 
made.TGCSB urged cit-
izens not to disclose per-
sonal or financial 
information in response 
to unsolicited communi-
cations and to avoid 
downloading applications 
from unverified sources. 
Taxpayers should access 
Income Tax services only 
through official govern-
ment websites.People 
who receive suspicious 
refund messages or fall 
victim to cyber fraud 
have been advised to re-
port the incident immedi-
ately through the 
National Cyber Crime 
Reporting Portal, contact 
the national cybercrime 
helpline by dialing 1930, 
or share details with the 
Telangana Cyber Fraud 
Registry WhatsApp 
number 8712672222. The 
bureau reiterated that 
staying alert and verify-
ing official communica-
tions are the best 
safeguards against online 
financial fraud.

BRS Calls for Peaceful Aleru Bandh on July 31 to  
Press Revenue Division Demand

HYDERABAD 
Wakeup telangana 
 
The Bharat Rashtra Sami-
thi (BRS) Aleru Town unit 
has intensified its cam-
paign demanding the dec-
laration of Aleru as a 
Revenue Division, an-
nouncing a peaceful Aleru 
Bandh on Friday, July 31, 
2026. As part of the mo-
bilisation, the party offi-
cially released a public 
awareness poster urging 
people from all walks of 

life to extend their support 
to the movement. 
 Ahead of the bandh, the 
BRS will organize a bike 
rally at 4:00 PM on 
Thursday (July 30), be-
ginning from the Aleru 
Milk Society. Party 
leaders, public representa-
tives, youth, women, and 
supporters are expected to 
participate in large 
numbers to highlight the 
long-pending demand for 
a separate Revenue Di-
vision. 
 BRS Town President 

Putta Mallesh Goud ap-
pealed to political parties, 
traders, employees, 
farmers, students, youth, 
social organisations, and 
residents to cooperate 
with the bandh and make 
it a success. He stated that 
granting Revenue Di-
vision status to Aleru 
would improve admin-
istrative efficiency, bring 
government services 
closer to the people, ac-
celerate regional devel-
opment, and ensure better 
public welfare. 

Telangana To 
Roll Out  
AI-Powered  
TG-iPASS 2.0 

 The government is set to 
introduce artificial intelli-
gence (AI)-powered TG-
iPASS 2.0, upgrading its 
existing single-window on-
line industrial clearance 
system to make approvals 
faster, smarter and hassle-
free for investors and to in-
troduce a slew of new 
features. Sources said the 
TG-iPASS 2.0 will be ex-
panded from the existing 
69 types of approvals to 
162, by adding 93 new 
services. This is expected 
to allow entrepreneurs to 
obtain virtually all statutory 
permissions through a sin-
gle digital portal without 
having to visit multiple gov-
ernment departments for 
individual clearances. 
 The 2.0 platform will also 
feature an 'Intent to Invest 
Module', enabling prospec-
tive investors to register 
their preliminary invest-
ment proposals and en-
gage with the government 
even before the formal ap-
proval process begins, 
sources added. The gov-
ernment is also introducing 
a comprehensive 'end-to-
end digital inspection mod-
ule', under which 
inspections can be con-
ducted.

Former BRS MLA Peddi Sudarshan Reddy no more 
HYDERABAD 
Wakeup telangana 
 
Former Narsampet 
MLA Peddi Sudarshan 
Reddy is no more. He 
was 52. 
 Sudarshan Reddy, a 
popular mass-based 
leader and a staunch 
follower of the BRS 
president K Chandra-
sekhar Rao, was ad-
mitted to the Yashoda 
Hospital in Secunder-
abad after he suffered a 
major cardiac arrest in 
Hanamkonda on on 
July 26. 
 Yashoda authorities de-

clared that the former 
MLA breathed his last 
at 12.51 a.m on Friday. 
He also suffered from a 
serious lung infection. 
Following preliminary 
treatment, his condition 
was stabilised and the 
end came on Sunday. 
 The mass-based leader 
had represented the 

Bharat Rashtra Samithi 
(BRS) from Narsam-
paet assembly constit-
uency after winning the 
elections in 2019. He 
was one of the staunch 
followers of the BRS 
founder K Chandrasek-
har Rao and was also 
the Chairman of the Te-
langana Civil Supplies 
Corporation. 
 An exemplary leader 
who stood by the cause 
of Telangana, Sudar-
shan Reddy was born 
on August 6, 1974 in 
Nallabelli village of 
erstwhile Warangal dis-
trict was elected as a 

member of the Zilla 
Parishad Terrotorial 
Constituency (ZPTC) in 
2001 on behalf ofthe 
Telangana Rashtra Sa-
mithi (Now BRS) in 
2001. 
 He was elected as the 
TRS district party con-
vener in 2004 and was 
later nominated as the 
state party convernor in 
20025. He led the sep-
arate Telangana agita-
tion as the TRS 
Warangal district pres-
ident for over eight 
years and later was 
nominated as the TRS 
politburo member 

Heavy rains bring copious inflows in erstwhile Adilabad 
ADILABAD 
Wakeup telangana 
 
Various irrigation proj-
ects received copious in-
flows following heavy 
rains that lashed erst-
while Adilabad district 
for the second day in a 
row on Thursday. 
 Kaddam Narayana 
Reddy Project in Kadem 
mandal centre had in-
flows of 77,442 cusecs as 
per a bulletin released at 
11 am. Water level of the 
project reached to 693 
feet as against the storage 
capacity of 700 feet or 
3.495 tmcs. Surplus 
water was discharged 

downstream by lifting six 
gates out of total 18 
gates. People living in 
downstream areas were 
advised to be cautious 
about floods. 
 Sripada Yellampalli 
Project at Gudipet village 
registered inflows by 

48,013 cusecs. The water 
level of the project 
touched 145.28 meters as 
against the storage capac-
ity of 148 meters. 
 The outflow was 12,875 
cusecs. Swarna project 
recorded inflows of 
10,000 cusecs. Water 

level of the project 
reached 1,176 feet out 
when compared with the 
total storage capacity of 
1,183 feet. 
 Sathnala, Mathadivagu, 
Gaddennavagu, Kumram 
Bheem, Purshottam Rao, 
Rallivagu, Nelwai, Bhee-
maram and other minor 
irrigation projects in Adi-
labad, Nirmal, Kumram 
Bheem Asifabad and 
Mancherial districts had 
copious inflows. Farmers 
expressed happiness over 
heavy rains and abundant 
water in irrigation proj-
ects. They said that the 
rains rejuvenated paddy, 
cotton and soy crops. 

PAC Chairman Aarekapudi Gandhi Consoles 
Family of Missing Elderly Man in Hafeezpet
HYDERABAD 
Wakeup telangana 
Srirangam Venkatesh 
 
PAC Chairman Aarekapudi Gandhi, 
along with Zonal Commissioner Narayan 
Amit Malem Pati, Deputy Commis-
sioners Srinivas and Seva Islawath, vis-
ited the family of 70-year-old Balayya, 
who went missing after reportedly falling 
into a manhole near the Vaishali Nagar 
Railway Underpass in Hafeezpet, and of-
fered his condolences and support.Gan-
dhi assured Balayya's wife and family 
that the government would extend all 
possible assistance and that he would 
personally stand by them during this dif-
ficult time. 
 Describing the incident as deeply unfor-
tunate, the PAC Chairman said rescue 
teams from the Police, HYDRAA, 
NDRF, CMC Engineering Department, 
and Hyderabad Water Board have inten-

sified search operations. He stated that 
officials have thoroughly inspected 
stormwater drains, inlets, and outlets, be-
sides using cameras to trace the missing 
man. 
 He added that search operations would 
continue until Balayya is found and ap-
pealed to the public to remain alert dur-
ing heavy rains, avoid venturing out 
unless necessary, and stay away from 
open drains and ongoing civic works. 
Gandhi also instructed officials to ensure 
proper safety measures at all work sites 
to prevent similar incidents.

Sridhar Babu Tells Officials 
to Speed Up Rescue  
and Relief Operations 

Kalyana Lakshmi, Shaadi  
Mubarak Cheques Distributed to  
Eligible Beneficiaries in Raikode

HYDERABAD 
Wakeup telangana 
 
In a significant welfare ini-
tiative aimed at supporting 
economically weaker fam-
ilies, Kalyana Lakshmi and 
Shaadi Mubarak scheme 
cheques were distributed to 
eligible beneficiaries during 
a special programme held 
at Raikode Mandal Head-
quarters on Thursday.The 
event was attended by 
Sangareddy District Library 
Chairman G. Anjaiah as the 
chief guest. Addressing the 
gathering, he said the Te-
langana Government re-
mains committed to 
ensuring that every eligible 
family receives the benefits 
of its flagship welfare 
schemes in a transparent 
and timely manner.He 
noted that the Kalyana 
Lakshmi and Shaadi Muba-
rak schemes have trans-
formed the lives of 
thousands of economically 
disadvantaged families by 
easing the financial burden 
associated with marriages 
and promoting social wel-
fare. He urged beneficiaries 
to make the best use of the 
assistance provided by the 
government.Officials in-
cluding the Tahsildar 
(MRO) and Deputy Tahsil-

dar (Deputy MRO) partici-
pated in the programme 
and oversaw the distribu-
tion of cheques to eligible 
beneficiaries.Among those 
present were former DCMS 
Chairman Siddanna Patil, 
Mandal Party President Ba-
laji Narsimulu, former Mar-
ket Committee Chairman 
Kedarnath Patil, Temple 
Committee Chairman Sat-
ish Kulkarni, Allapur Sar-
panch Charan Kumar, 
Raikode Sarpanch Radha 
Tukaram, former PACS 
Chairman Nagashetty Patil, 
former Chairman Nazir, 
former Youth President Vi-
darshan Reddy, Youth 
President Prabhakar, along 
with several sarpanches, 
former sarpanches, public 
representatives, and gov-
ernment officials from var-
ious villages.A large 
number of beneficiaries at-
tended the programme and 
expressed their gratitude to 
the Telangana Government 
for extending financial as-
sistance through these flag-
ship welfare schemes. The 
event reflected the govern-
ment's continued focus on 
inclusive development and 
social security for deserv-
ing families across the 
state.

HYDERABAD 
Wakeup telangana 
 
IT and Industries Minis-
ter D Sridhar Babu has 
advised officials to take 
up rescue and rehabilita-
tion steps on a war foot-
ing to help the 
rain-affected people in 
Godavarikhani, Pedda-
palli and Singareni 
areas. A few localities in 
the Godavarikhani coal 
belt town and Peddapalli 
were inundated in the 
floodwater due to con-
tinuous rainfall in the 
last two days. The min-
ister conducted a review 
meeting with Peddapalli 
collector, Singareni 
CMD, NTPC ED, Telan-
gana GENCO CMD, 
RFCL officials and Ra-
magundam police com-
missioner through video 

conference from Hyder-
abad on Thursday. 
 Sridhar Babu asked the 
officials to remove hur-
dles in the drainage sys-
tem and clear the water 
stranded in various lo-
calities of Ramagundam 
industrial area. He asked 
the Singareni and NTPC 
officials to extend their 
support to the district ad-
ministration in the res-
cue and relief 
operations. In situations 
of floodwater entering 
residential localities in 

Veernapalli, officials 
should take alternative 
measures to divert flood 
water in another direc-
tion, he said. 
 The minister asked Ra-
magundam police to ex-
tend support to 
municipal and revenue 
officials in the rescue 
and relief operation in 
Godavarikhani. He also 
asked the Singareni and 
district medical and 
health department offi-
cials to provide treat-
ment to the affected 
people by establishing 
medical camps in Goda-
varikhani, Ramagundam 
and Veernapalli. Sridhar 
Babu also asked the offi-
cials to take advice from 
the local public repre-
sentatives while under-
taking relief measures. 
 

Over 50 Lakh Voters May Be  
Deleted in Draft Voter Roll 
HYDERABAD 
Wakeup telangana 
 
The number of voters not 
available at the registered 
address stated in the elec-
toral roll has crossed 44 
lakh in the state. This 
number includes voters 
not present at the address, 
those who have shifted 
residence, deceased 
voters, and those whose 
vote was registered else-
where. According to offi-
cials, this number of 
ASDD (Absent, Shifted, 
Dead and Duplicate) 
voters is likely to cross 50 
lakh by August 3, when 
the deadline for submit-
ting enumeration forms 
expires. These names will 
be deleted from the draft 
electoral roll as part of the 
special intensive revision 
of the electoral roll. 
 The ASDD number sur-
prised poll officials, who 

were expecting about 30 
lakh voters in this cate-
gory. Out of 44 lakh 
ASDD voters, more than 
half reportedly moved to a 
new residence, while up 
to four lakh people were 
reported to have died. By 
Thursday, the poll offi-
cials had digitised 76.72 
per cent of enumeration 
form data in the state. Ho-
wever, Hyderabad re-
mains lagging behind all 
the districts with 55.57 
per cent digitisation of 
enumeration forms. 
 “Most of the voters 

marked for deletion are 
migrants from Andhra 
Pradesh, who prefer to 
have their votes in their 
hometowns. Similarly, the 
voters from northern 
states like Rajasthan, 
Uttar Pradesh, and Bihar 
prefer to have their vote in 
their respective places. 
This will result in them 
losing their voting right in 
Telangana,” explained the 
official. “As part of the 
ongoing SIR-2026, a pol-
ling station-wise list con-
taining details of ASDD 
voters during the enumer-

ation forms digitisation 
phase of the SIR-2026 ex-
ercise has been prepared, 
and the enclosed lists are 
being furnished for your 
information and necessary 
verification as on 
29.07.2026 at 10 am,” 
read a formal message 
sent by the Chandray-
angutta electoral registra-
tion officer (ERO) to a 
political party. 
 This message renewed 
concerns about BLOs 
wrapping up the enumer-
ation process prematurely 
before the August 3 dead-
line, succumbing to pres-
sure from higher-ups. 
Similar incidents were 
also reported in Karimna-
gar, where poll officials 
began printing voter de-
tails under various cate-
gories including 
‘untraceable/absent’, 
‘death’, and ‘permanently 
shifted’. 

ASDD Voters Cross 44 Lakh in Telangana Ahead of Roll Revision 

The Telangana Cyber Security Bureau has warned taxpayers about fake Income 
Tax refund scams during the filing season, where fraudsters impersonate officials 
through SMS, emails, and phishing links to steal sensitive information. 
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LS Clears Bill Criminalising  
Insult to Vande Mataram 
NEW DELHI 
Wakeup telangana 
 
Lok Sabha on Thursday 
passed The Prevention of 
Insults to National Hon-
our (Amendment) Bill, 
2026 by voice vote in just 
15 minutes. The legisla-
tion, which was cleared 
by Rajya Sabha on Wed-
nesday, will grant status to 
Vande Mataram at par 
with national anthem Jana 
Gana Mana. The Bill was 
passed with hardly any 
discussion in the lower 
house and only three 
members, including Min-
ister of State for Home Mr 
Nityananda Rai, who had 
introduced the Bill, spoke 
during the discussions. 
Mrs K.Kanimozhi of 
DMK and Mr Sambit 
Patra of the BJP were the 
other two speakers. Mr A. 
Raja, who had moved 
amendments, was not al-
lowed to complete his 

statement; as a result, he 
tore papers in anger and 
threw it towards the Well 
of the House. 
 The government rushed 
through the Bill without 
giving much space to the 
Opposition, which was on 
its feet throughout the day 
to protest against various 
issues. Presenting the Bill, 
Minister of State for 
Home Mr Nityananda Rai 
said the Congress should 
have given Vande Mata-
ram its due respect during 
its 76 years of rule, but in-
stead it resorted to ap-
peasement politics. “This 
Bill is for national honour 
and makes it mandatory to 

sing both national anthem 
and national song together 
at any event. The Naren-
dra Modi government is 
now giving the national 
song its due respect which 
it deserves. For Ek Bharat, 
Shreshtra Bharat, we need 
to complete (all six stan-
zas) Vande Mataram 
song," Mr Rai said. 
 Opposing the Bill, Mrs 
K. Kanimozhi said the 
Bill has a "Hindutva 
agenda" brought masquer-
ading as nationalism. "It is 
against federalism. You 
cannot impose national-
ism by bringing a law, the 
song goes against the sec-
ularism of the country. 
The founding fathers had 
the wisdom to stop only 
with two stanzas, but 
today you are trying to 
polarise the country by 
making it compulsory and 
making it a criminal of-
fence if we do not sing all 
the six stanzas," she said. 

 Mr Sambit Patra of the 
BJP said the Congress in 
its 76 years of rule did not 
give Vande Mataram the 
respect it deserved as a 
national song. The amend-
ments moved by DMK’s 
Mr A. Raja were rejected 
by the House. Mr Raja, 
who argued that the song 
had a communal outlook, 
later tore some documents 
and threw it towards the 
Well. The legislation, 
which was cleared by 
Rajya Sabha on Wednes-
day, will grant status to 
Vande Mataram on par 
with national anthem Jana 
Gana Mana. The Bill 
seeks to make any insult 
to Vande Mataram a crim-
inal offence punishable 
with imprisonment up to 
three years, a fine or both. 
A second and every sub-
sequent conviction is pun-
ishable with imprisonment 
of a minimum of one year. 
 

Mahanadi Water Dispute May Be  
Resolved By Diwali, Says Odisha CM 
NEW DELHI 
Wakeup telangana 
 
The decades-old Maha-
nadi river water dispute 
between Odisha and 
Chhattisgarh could finally 
move towards a resolu-
tion, with both states 
agreeing to intensify ef-
forts to settle the issue 
through dialogue within 
the next three months. 
Odisha Chief Minister 
Mohan Charan Majhi 
made the announcement 
on Thursday after holding 
a high-level meeting with 
his Chhattisgarh counter-
part, Vishnu Deo Sai, in 
New Delhi. 
 The meeting, facilitated 
by Union Jal Shakti Min-
ister C.R. Patil, focused 
on resolving longstanding 
disagreements over the 
sharing, utilisation and 
management of Mahanadi 
river waters. Both Chief 
Ministers described the 
discussions as positive 
and reaffirmed their com-
mitment to finding a mu-
tually acceptable solution 
before Diwali. 
 Addressing reporters 
after the meeting, Majhi 
said the interests of 
Odisha, particularly its 
farmers and the state's 
rightful share of Maha-

nadi waters, would remain 
the government's highest 
priority. He expressed op-
timism that continued dis-
cussions and cooperation 
between the two states 
would help end the dis-
pute that has persisted for 
several years. 
 "The talks were construc-
tive, and both govern-
ments have agreed to 
make concerted efforts to 
resolve the issue through 
dialogue. We hope to ar-
rive at a solution before 
Diwali," Majhi said. 
 The Chief Minister added 
that discussions also ex-
plored ways to establish 
an effective mechanism 
for sustainable manage-
ment of the river while 
protecting the interests of 
both Odisha and Chhattis-
garh. Both sides agreed 
that cooperation and mu-

tual understanding should 
replace prolonged legal 
and political confron-
tation. 
 The meeting marks a sig-
nificant step towards a ne-
gotiated settlement of one 
of eastern India's most im-
portant inter-state river 
disputes. The issue has re-
mained a major political 
and legal challenge for 
years, with both states re-
peatedly accusing each 
other of compromising 
their water interests. 
 If the proposed timeline 
is achieved, it would rep-
resent a major break-
through and could pave 
the way for a long-term 
framework on equitable 
water sharing, coordi-
nated river management 
and sustainable utilisation 
of the Mahanadi basin. 
What is the Mahanadi 

water dispute? 
The dispute centres on 
Odisha's allegation that 
Chhattisgarh has con-
structed several barrages 
and diversion structures 
on the upstream stretch of 
the Mahanadi, reducing 
the flow of water into 
Odisha, especially during 
the lean season. 
 According to Odisha, 
lower inflows into the Hi-
rakud reservoir have ad-
versely affected irrigation, 
drinking water supply and 
industrial requirements 
across several districts. 
The state argues that the 
reduced water availability 
threatens agriculture and 
the livelihoods of thou-
sands of farmers. 
 Chhattisgarh, however, 
maintains that the projects 
undertaken within its ter-
ritory are legally permis-
sible and that it has the 
right to utilise river waters 
flowing through the state 
for irrigation and devel-
opment. 
 As the two states failed to 
reach a mutually accept-
able water-sharing ar-
rangement, the Centre 
constituted the Mahanadi 
Water Disputes Tribunal 
in 2018 under the Inter-
State River Water Dis-
putes Act, 1956.  

Bill to Give Statutory Status 
to Indian Statistical Institute 
Set for LS Introduction 
 NEW DELHI 
Wakeup telangana 
 
The government is set to 
introduce a bill in the 
Lok Sabha to widen the 
remit of the Indian Statis-
tical Institute and align 
its legal framework with 
evolving needs. The In-
dian Statistical Institute 
Bill, 2026, seeks the in-
stitute's incorporation as 
a 'body corporate' to 
strengthen its govern-
ance, promote academic 
excellence and research 
and allow it to serve the 
emerging needs in the 
field of statistics and al-
lied fields. 
 The bill says the Pres-
ident of India will be the 
Visitor of the institute 
and provisions for a 
Board of Governors that 
will be its principal pol-
icy executive body. The 
board will be headed by 
the chairperson, who will 
be an eminent person 
from the field of acade-

mia, industry, education, 
public policy, and statisti-
cal sciences. The board 
will be accountable to the 
central government, the 
bill notes. The institute 
will have an Academic 
Council, which will act 
as its principal academic 
body and will be headed 
by the institute's director. 
 All full-time professors 
and full-time faculty will 
be members of the Aca-
demic Council. The In-
dian Statistical Institute 
Act, 1959, declared the 
institute to be an institu-
tion of national impor-
tance and empowered it 

to grant degrees and di-
plomas in statistics. The 
Act was amended in 
1995 to empower the In-
stitute to grant degrees 
and diplomas in statis-
tics, mathematics, quanti-
tative economics, 
computer science and 
such other subjects re-
lated to statistics as may 
be determined by it from 
time to time. 
 The bill says the Pres-
ident of India will be the 
Visitor of the institute 
and provisions for a 
Board of Governors that 
will be its principal pol-
icy executive body. 

Based on HYDRAA’s submission, 
the judge summoned the tahsildar. 
The official on Thursday informed 
the court that he or his office had 
never informed or written to HY-
DRAA to demolish the structures. 
Further, government counsel for 
revenue Katram Muralidhar Reddy 
submitted that the collector’s office 
wrote a letter for protection and re-
moval of a few small structures in 
government land situated in Survey 
No. 59 to the commissioner of po-
lice on October 3, 2025, and 
marked a copy to HYDRAA, while 
the petitioner’s plot was located in 
Survey No. 60 and was private 
land. 
 The court inquired how the HY-
DRAA officials came to the con-

clusion that the plot was situated 
adjacent to Survey No. 59, which 
is government land, and questioned 
if any due diligence had been done 
before the demolition of the struc-
ture. When HYDRAA's counsel re-
plied that based on the tahsildar's 
communication on October 1, 
2025, the agency had demolished 
the structures on  
October 4, the court inquired if the 
petitioner had been issued notice, 
and questioned the urgency of de-
molishing the structure within 
three days.  
The judge repeatedly asked if the 
district collector mentioned any 
communication to demolish the 
particular building. The court also 
asked if any “outside force pres-
sured you (HYDRAA)” to demol-
ish the structure. 

"We should be able to have no frat-
ricide, in terms of (whether) we 
(are) shooting down our own 
drones or taking down something 
that is meant for us," he said. At a 
workshop hosted here by the Soci-
ety of Indian Defence Manufac-
turers (SIDM), and attended by 
defence military and industry ex-
perts, the Air Chief Marshal also 
spoke about integration of manned 
platforms and drones and other un-
manned aerial systems (UAS), 
which would share the same air-
space. 
 "Integration is very important. We 
have manned platforms and long-
range vectors which will continue 
to use the same airspace where the 
drones are going to come in. I am 

talking about a whole range of 
drones, from a small micro or mini 
drone to a UAS which is like a full 
aircraft, but unmanned. "Every-
body is going to use the same air-
space. So man, whether in the loop, 
on the loop, at least in planning, in 
terms of control, feedback system, 
situational awareness, we need to 
know each other's positions, and 
understand how an airspace is 
going to be used, whether it is 
procedural control or active con-
trol," he said. 

Later, the Muslim side, led by Haji 
Muneer Ahmad, moved the apex 
court, alleging non-compliance 
with its directions to provide an al-
ternative site, saying that the Dhar 
administration is providing the 

place which is 1.3 km away from 
the Bhojshala complex. They said 
that the site should be close enough 
from where Muslims can sight the 
mosque while offering prayers. 
 On May 15, the Madhya Pradesh 
High Court ruled that the disputed 
Bhojshala-Kamal Maula Mosque 
complex in the Dhar district is a 
temple dedicated to Goddess Sa-
raswati. It also quashed a decades-
old ASI order that had allowed the 
Muslim community to offer Friday 
prayers at the site. 

Sources said that the state govern-
ment took such an action expecting 
the Centre to bail it out with the 
farmers intensifying their stir by 
breaking police barricades to enter 
Bhopal. The Union agriculture 

minister, however, had rather ex-
posed the governance inadequacy 
in the Mohan Yadav government 
by highlighting the slow pace of 
procurement of moong in the state. 
By July 29, the state government 
had procured around 60,000 metric 
tons of moong against the Centre’s 
procurement cap of 4,54,580 met-
ric tons fixed for Madhya Pradesh 
in 2025-26 by the Centre, a letter 
by Mr. Chouhan to the chief minis-
ter said. 
 This is 87 percent of the total 
5,23,243 metric tons of moong pro-
posed to be procured by the Centre 
from the states in 2025-26. Under a 
Central procurement scheme, 
christened as Price Support 
Scheme (PSS), the Union govern-
ment procures 25 percent of moong 
produced in the states.  

Two Devotees Die...... 

FROM FRONT PAGE

Congo’s Ebola Outbreak Turns Deadlier as Death Toll Surpasses 1,500 
CONGO 
Wakeup telangana 
 
The fastest-growing Ebola 
outbreak has killed more 
than 1,500 people in east-
ern Congo, official data 
released on Thursday 
showed, marking a 50 per 
cent increase in around a 
week that shows the emer-
gency continuing to out-
pace response efforts. As 
of Tuesday, 3,442 cases 
had been recorded, with 
1,521 deaths, according to 

the latest government up-
date. The outbreak, which 
was declared on May 15, 
has been linked to the 
Bundibugyo virus, for 
which there is no ap-
proved vaccine or treat-
ment. 
 There are currently 797 
patients in isolation or 
hospitalised, while a 

further 615 patients have 
recovered, the data 
showed. Contact tracing 
continues to lag, with only 
around 78 per cent of 
known contacts monitored 
nationwide, well below 
the 95 per cent target 
health officials say is 
needed to interrupt trans-
mission. The outbreak is 
mostly concentrated in 
eastern Congo's remote 
Ituri province, which ac-
counts for nearly 90 per 
cent of cases, but there 

have been other con-
firmed cases in five prov-
inces, including one of the 
country's largest cities, 
Kisangani. 
 Neighbouring Uganda 
declared itself free of 
Ebola on Tuesday follow-
ing the discharge of the 
country's last patient in 
mid-June. Ebola is rare, 
but highly contagious and 
can be contracted via 
bodily fluids such as 
vomit, blood or semen. 
 

IAF Chief Says......... 

New US Bill May Fast-Track Green Card Option 
NEW DELHI 
Wakeup telangana 
 
Lakhs of long-term immigrants in 
the United States, including thou-
sands of Indians waiting for per-
manent residency, could benefit if a 
new Bill introduced by California's 
US Senator Alex Padilla becomes 
law. The proposal, if passed, would 
allow people who have lived con-
tinuously in the US for at least 
seven years, have no criminal 
record, and meet other eligibility re-
quirements to apply for lawful per-
manent residency and obtain a 
green card. 
 Senator Padilla has renewed the 
Renewing Immigration Provisions 
of the Immigration Act of 1929, 
often called the Registry Bill. The 
current US law allows only immi-
grants who have lived in the country 
since January 1, 1972, to apply for 
permanent residency through the 

registry process. The Bill would re-
place this outdated cut-off date with 
a rolling seven-year requirement, 
making millions of long-term res-
idents eligible. Supporters say more 
than 80 lakh people could qualify if 
Congress approves the proposal. 
 “Congress cannot continue to ig-
nore millions of long-term residents 
who contribute to our economy and 
communities every day. It’s past 
time to modernise our immigration 
laws and create a fair pathway to 
lawful permanent residency,” Pa-
dilla said in a statement. The legis-

lation has been backed by Senate 
Democratic whip Dick Durbin, 
along with a number of other US 
senators and over 30 human rights 
organisations. However, the Bill 
faces an uncertain future as it must 
secure enough support in both the 
Senate and the House of Represen-
tatives, where the Republicans have 
a majority, before it can become 
law. 
 The proposal can bring a lot of In-
dian diaspora clearance for availing 
permanent residency in the United 
States. Padilla's office said that the 
bill would benefit highly skilled 
workers, including H-1B visa 
holders, who have spent years wait-
ing for employment-based green 
cards because of long country-wise 
backlogs. It could also help children 
of long-term visa holders who risk 
losing their legal status after turning 
21, who are referred to as "doc-
umented dreamers". 

NATO in Contact  
With Warsaw After  
‘Russian Missile’  
Crashes in Poland 
 NATO said Thursday 
said it was in close con-
tact with Warsaw as it 
blamed Russia for a 
missile that crashed in 
Poland, and vowed to 
"continue to take all 
necessary measures to 
defend" alliance terri-
tory. "In response to a 
Russian missile of cur-
rently unknown type 
that entered Polish air-
space and later crashed 
into Polish territory - 
one of many missiles 
fired by Russia at Uk-
raine overnight - NATO 
and Poland activated 
their air and ground de-
fences," said Martin 
O'Donnell, a spokes-
man for NATO's Europe 
headquarters. 
 "Two NATO fighter jets, 
which were Polish F-
16s, a NATO Multi-
national Multi-Role 
Tanker Transport Unit 
Airbus A330 refuelling 
aircraft, a Polish Saab 
340 Airborne Early 
Warning aircraft, and a 
Polish Mi-24 helicopter, 
were scrambled," he 
added in a statement. 
O'Donnell said that 
NATO was "in close 
contact with the Polish 
authorities about the 
violation of Poland's air-
space" and that the Su-
preme Allied 
Commander Europe 
General Alexus .

SC Allows................ Farmers’ Stir............. 
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IS LATEST JOINT SECY REJIG 
PAVING ROAD TO 2029? 

HYDERABAD 
Wakeup telangana 
 
The Centre’s latest ap-
pointment of 48 babus 
at the joint secretary 
level across ministries 
looks routine on the 
surface. It isn’t. When 
postings cut across ag-
riculture, commerce, 
defence, civil aviation 
and home, it’s less 
about filling vacancies 
and more about recal-
ibrating the govern-
ment’s operating 
system. Joint sec-
retaries sit at that cru-
cial junction where 
policy leaves the draw-
ing board and meets 
the real world. Change 
the people there, and 
you often change how 
things actually get 
done. 
 The headline move is 
the appointment of Har-
dik Satishchandra Shah 
as private secretary to 
Narendra Modi at the 
joint secretary rank. 
That’s not just a posting 
— it’s a signal. It tells 
you who’s in the room 
when decisions are 
shaped, who filters in-
formation and who gets 
to nudge priorities. 
Clearly, this isn’t an iso-

lated reshuffle; it’s part 
of a longer game. The 
Narendra Modi govern-
ment has been steadily 
tightening coordination 
across ministries, fa-
vouring officers who 
deliver, move files effi-
ciently, and stay 
aligned with the larger 
political direction. With 
another round of 
changes expected later 
this year, this looks like 
scaffolding being put in 
place for the road to 
2029. 
 There’s a logic to it. 
Governments don’t run 
on announcements; 
they run on execution. 
And execution, in India, 
is only as good as the 
babu handling the file. 
Put the right people in 
the right slots, and 
things move. Get it 
wrong, and even flag-
ship schemes start 
gathering dust. But let’s 
not pretend this is 
purely technocratic. 
Babu reshuffles have 
always doubled as po-
litical messaging. 
There’s also the issue 
of churn. Move people 
around too often, and 
institutional memory 
takes a hit. Projects 
that need steady hands 

don’t always benefit 
from musical chairs. 
 Still, the intent is hard 
to miss. This is about 
tightening the system, 
placing trusted officers 
where they matter 
most, and getting the 
machinery ready for the 
next phase. Whether it 
delivers sharper gov-
ernance or just 
smoother optics will de-
pend on one simple 
thing: Are these officers 
empowered to act, or 
just expected to 
comply? 
 Bihar is about to do 
what Indian states do 
best when power 
changes hands: reshuf-
fle the bureaucracy and 
call it a reset. The dif-
ference this time? 
There’s a clearer sense 
of what that reset is 
meant to achieve. 
 Bihar is about to do 
what Indian states do 
best when power 
changes hands: reshuf-
fle the bureaucracy and 
call it a reset.  
The difference this 
time? There’s a clearer 
sense of what that 
reset is meant to 
achieve. 
 Former chief minister 
Nitish Kumar has left a 

deep imprint, but if the 
early signals around 
Samrat Choudhary 
hold, this isn’t just 
about moving babus 
around. The idea is to 
build a compact core 
team,  
bring in technocrats 
who understand indus-
try, and push Bihar to-
ward manufacturing-led 
growth, which it has 
long promised but 
rarely delivered. The 
logic is sound. States 
like Gujarat and Tamil 
Nadu didn’t attract in-
vestment by accident.  
They got the basics 
right — land, power, 
roads — and ensured 
the bureaucracy didn’t 
become a bottleneck. 
Bihar, for all its am-
bition, 
 has struggled precisely 
here. The sectoral 
focus on food process-
ing, textiles and auto-
mobiles is sensible. 
These are scalable, 
job-heavy industries. 
But sectors don’t grow 
because policy says so. 
 They grow when busi-
nesses can actually set 
up shop without getting 
lost in paperwork. 
 
 

EDITORIAL

HYDERABAD 
Wakeup telangana 
Srirangam Venkatesh 
 
In a successful effort 
under Operation Mus-
kaan-12, Miyapur Police 
rescued a missing minor 
boy and safely reunited 
him with his parents after 
tracing his identity 
through coordinated po-
lice verification.The boy 
was found wandering 
within the Miyapur Police 
Station limits on July 28 
and was rescued by Miya-
pur Police along with of-
ficials from the Women 
and Child Welfare De-

partment. As he was un-
able to provide details 
about his identity, he was 
temporarily shifted to a 
government children's 
home.During verification, 
police discovered that a 
missing complaint had 
been registered at Allapur 
Police Station in Med-
chal-Malkajgiri district on 
July 26. After completing 

all legal formalities and 
counselling the family, 
the child was safely 
handed over to his par-
ents.The parents thanked 
the Operation Muskaan-
12 team, Miyapur Police, 
Allapur Police, and the 
Women and Child Wel-
fare Department for their 
timely efforts in reuniting 
their son with the family.

Miyapur Police Reunite Missing Boy with 
Parents Under Operation Muskaan-12

HYDERABAD 
Wakeup telangana 
 
Three construction 
workers were injured after 
an excavation caved in at 
an under-construction res-
idential building in Gachi-
bowli on Thursday 
morning. The Gachibowli 
Police have registered a 
case against the plot 
owner, site supervisor, 
and site foreman for al-
leged negligence.The inci-
dent occurred at Plot No. 
612, TNGO Colony 
Phase-I, where foundation 

excavation was underway. 
A portion of the earth col-
lapsed into a nearly nine-
foot-deep pit, trapping 
three workers beneath the 
debris. Fellow workers 

rescued them and shifted 
them to a private hospi-
tal.Two workers, Ram 
Karan (24) and Ajesh 
(26), sustained minor in-
juries and were dis-

charged after treatment, 
while Suresh (34) remains 
hospitalised in stable con-
dition.Police said the con-
struction belongs to 
Chukkapalli Krishna Kar-
thik and preliminary in-
quiry revealed that 
adequate safety measures 
were not followed during 
excavation. A case has 
been registered, and 
further investigation is un-
derway to determine the 
exact cause of the acci-
dent and the responsibility 
of those involved.

Three Workers Injured in Gachibowli Construction Cave-In;  
Case Filed Against Owner and Site Staff

CRIME

HYDERABAD 
Wakeup telangana 
 
In a significant setback to 
the Telangana govern-
ment, the Telangana High 
Court has quashed the ap-
pointment of the Director 
of the National Institute of 
Tourism and Hospitality 
Management (NITHM), 
ruling that the government 
acted beyond its legal au-
thority by making the ap-
pointment without 
following the institution's 
statutory rules.Justice Re-
nuka Yara passed the 
order while allowing a 
writ petition filed by the 
Centre for Better Govern-
ance. The court set aside 
GO Rt. No. 206, issued on 
July 15, 2025, through 
which the state govern-
ment had appointed Prof. 
V. Venkata Ramana, a 
professor from the Uni-
versity of Hyderabad, as 
the Director of NITHM 

on deputation for a period 
of three years.The High 
Court held that the ap-
pointment was legally un-
sustainable because the 
Memorandum of Associa-
tion and the rules govern-
ing NITHM clearly vest 
the authority to determine 
the qualifications, select, 
and appoint the Director 
exclusively with the insti-
tution's Governing Coun-
cil.  
 The government, the 
court observed, had uni-
laterally exercised powers 
that legally belonged to 
the autonomous govern-
ing body.According to the 

petitioner, the state gov-
ernment bypassed the 
Governing Council and 
directly issued a Govern-
ment Order appointing the 
Director, despite Rule 12 
of the NITHM Rules, 
which mandates that the 
council itself should de-
cide the qualifications, 
tenure, and terms of ap-
pointment for the post. 
 The petitioner also chal-
lenged the eligibility of 
Prof. Venkata Ramana, al-
leging that he did not pos-
sess the prescribed 
academic and professional 
background in tourism 
and hospitality required 

for the position. It further 
argued that the appoint-
ment was arbitrary and al-
legedly influenced by 
favouritism rather than 
merit.After examining the 
relevant provisions, the 
High Court concluded that 
the state's action 
amounted to an unlawful 
usurpation of the Govern-
ing Council's statutory 
powers. The court empha-
sized that autonomous in-
stitutions must function in 
accordance with their 
governing regulations and 
that executive authorities 
cannot override estab-
lished statutory proce-
dures.With the judgment, 
the Government Order ap-
pointing the Director 
stands quashed, reinforc-
ing the principle that ap-
pointments in autonomous 
institutions must strictly 
adhere to the rules and 
governance framework 
laid down under law. 

Telangana HC Set Asides the  
Appointment of Director to NITHM 

19-Year-Old Youth 
Dies by Suicide in 
Kapra
A 19-year-old youth alleg-
edly died by suicide at his 
residence in BJR Nagar, 
Ambedkar Nagar, Kapra, 
on Sunday night. Accord-
ing to the police, the de-
ceased, Lingala Ganesh, 
was alone at home after 
his parents had gone to 
their native village in Ya-
dadri Bhuvanagiri district, 
while his siblings were 
staying at a relative's 
house. When Ganesh did 
not respond to phone calls 
during the night, the family 
assumed he was asleep. 
On Monday morning, the 
victim's father, Lingala Ra-
mulu, was informed by his 
elder son that Ganesh had 
allegedly hanged himself. 
 

Miyapur Court Awards Life  
Imprisonment in 2022 Murder Case
HYDERABAD 
Wakeup telangana 
 
A court has sentenced a 
man to life imprisonment 
for murdering the mother 
of a young woman after 
she rejected his advances 
in a case investigated by 
Miyapur Police. 
 According to police, San-
deep (25), a native of 
Guntur district, attacked 
Vaibhavi (19) and her 
mother Shobha with a 
knife at their residence in 
New Hafeezpet in De-

cember 2022 after learn-
ing about Vaibhavi's pro-
posed marriage. Shobha 
later succumbed to her in-

juries, while Vaibhavi sur-
vived the attack. The ac-
cused also attempted to 
harm himself after the in-
cident. 
 Following the investiga-
tion, Miyapur Police filed 
a charge sheet. On July 
30, 2026, the 12th Ad-
ditional Sessions Court, 
Rangareddy, found San-
deep guilty and sentenced 
him to life imprisonment 
for murder, along with ad-
ditional prison terms and 
fines under other relevant 
sections of law. 

Auto Driver Jailed for 
20 Years in Minor 
Assault Case 
The Rangareddy district 
Fast‑Track Special Court on 
Monday sentenced Shadna-
gar Arun, an autorickshaw 
driver from Hanuman Nagar 
Colony, Rajendranagar, to 
20 years’ rigorous imprison-
ment for abducting and sex-
ually assaulting a minor. 
The court also imposed a 
fine of ₹8,000 and directed 
payment of ₹3 lakh com-
pensation to the victim. Po-
lice said that on February 
12, 2019, Arun lured the vic-
tim with a false promise of 
marriage, took her to a tem-
ple, and performed a sham 
marriage.  
He then subjected her to re-
peated sexual assault de-
spite knowing she was 
underage. 
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India’s gold demand falls 6 pc in April-June  
on weak seasonal demand, higher duty: WGC 

Renacon Launches RENAFLEX 
Boards in Andhra Pradesh

HYDERABAD 
Wakeup telangana 
 
The 3rd Eco Sustain 
Expo & Conference and 
the 5th IPEC Expo & 
Conference commenced 
at the HITEX Exhi-
bition Centre in Hydera-
bad on Thursday, 
bringing together poli-
cymakers, industry 
leaders, innovators and 
environmental experts 
to promote sustainable 
industrial development 
and clean technology 
adoption. The three-day 
event, organised by 
HITEX, will continue 
until August 1, 2026. 
 The twin expos were 
inaugurated by K. Mad-
hukar Babu, Joint Di-
rector (MSME), 
Commissioner of Indus-
tries, Government of Te-
langana, along with 
Swathi Chalamalasetty, 
Director, Ace Urban 
Group & AM Green, C. 
S. S. Rao, IEDS & Joint 
Director, HOO, MSME, 
Rashmi Pimpale, CEO, 
RICH Telangana, B. 
Ravi, Principal Director 
& Head, CIPET Hyder-
abad, and Prasanth 

Kumar Reddy Arani, 
National Director, Fed-
eration of Small and 
Medium Enterprises 
(FSME). Senior govern-
ment officials, industry 
representatives and ex-
hibitors attended the in-
augural session. 
The event has attracted 
more than 140 exhib-
itors from across the 
country, displaying ad-
vanced technologies and 
innovative solutions 
aimed at addressing en-
vironmental challenges. 
Exhibits cover a wide 
range of sectors, includ-
ing waste management, 
recycling, wastewater 
treatment, bio-energy, 
air pollution control, 
circular economy solu-
tions and sustainable in-
dustrial technologies. 
 Organisers expect over 

12,000 business visitors 
from more than 30 cities 
to participate in the ex-
hibition, making it one 
of the largest platforms 
for environmental tech-
nologies and industrial 
sustainability in the re-
gion. The expo is de-
signed to facilitate 
business networking, 
technology exchange 
and partnerships among 
manufacturers, solution 
providers, policymakers 
and investors. 
 Alongside the exhi-
bition, a comprehensive 
conference is being held 
featuring keynote ad-
dresses, panel discus-
sions and technical 
sessions by industry ex-
perts. Discussions will 
focus on key themes 
such as Green Manufac-
turing, Industry 5.0, En-

vironmental, Social and 
Governance (ESG) 
practices, Climate Resil-
ience, Resource Effi-
ciency and sustainable 
industrial growth. 
 The co-located 5th 
IPEC Expo & Confer-
ence provides an ad-
ditional platform for 
professionals from pro-
cess industries, environ-
mental engineering and 
industrial infrastructure 
to collaborate, exchange 
knowledge and explore 
emerging technologies. 
 According to the orga-
nisers, the primary ob-
jective of the event is to 
accelerate the adoption 
of clean technologies, 
strengthen collaboration 
between industry and 
government, encourage 
innovation and support 
India's long-term vision 
of environmentally re-
sponsible and sustain-
able industrial 
development. The expo 
is expected to create 
new business opportuni-
ties while promoting 
eco-friendly practices 
across multiple indus-
trial sectors. 
 

Eco Sustain, IPEC Expos  
Begin at HITEX Hyderabad

NEW DELHI 
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India’s gold demand de-
clined by 6 per cent 
year-on-year to 131.4 
tonnes during the April-
June quarter of 2026, 
compared to 139.7 
tonnes in the correspon-
ding period last year, 
according to the World 
Gold Council (WGC) in 
its Q2 2026 Gold De-
mand Trends report.De-
spite the decline in 
volume, the value of 
gold consumption 
reached a record high 
due to soaring prices. 
Gold demand by value 
surged 50 per cent to Rs 
1,98,100 crore, up from 
Rs 1,32,500 crore in the 
same quarter of 
2025.WGC Regional 
CEO (India), Sachin 

Jain, said consumers 
continued to prioritise 
gold purchases despite 
record prices, reflecting 
the metal’s enduring ap-
peal as both a cultural 
asset and a financial in-
vestment. 
 The report attributed 
the fall in demand to 
seasonally weak jew-
ellery sales, an increase 
in Customs duty, and 
Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi’s appeal in 

May urging citizens to 
reduce non-essential 
gold purchases to help 
curb the country’s im-
port bill and conserve 
foreign exchange re-
serves.Jewellery de-
mand was the worst 
affected, falling 15 per 
cent to 75.1 tonnes from 
88.8 tonnes a year ear-
lier. However, invest-
ment demand remained 
robust, with purchases 
of gold bars and coins 

rising 9 per cent year-
on-year to 50.3 tonnes. 
Indian Gold Exchange 
Traded Funds (ETFs) 
also witnessed net in-
flows of 4.2 tonnes, 
even as global ETFs 
recorded 
outflows.Looking 
ahead, the WGC has 
maintained its annual 
gold demand forecast 
for India at 650-750 
tonnes. 
  Jain said demand is 
likely to remain around 
the midpoint of the pro-
jected range, although a 
correction in gold prices 
and a reduction in Cus-
toms duty could push 
consumption towards 
the upper end.The WGC 
also expressed concern 
over rising gold smug-
gling following the duty 
hike, warning that illicit 

imports could pose a 
significant challenge to 
the organised gold in-
dustry in the coming 
months.Meanwhile, 
gold recycling in India 
declined 17 per cent to 
19.2 tonnes during the 
quarter, while total gold 
imports fell sharply by 
23 per cent to 98.1 
tonnes, compared to 
127.4 tonnes in the 
same period last 
year.The average inter-
national gold price rose 
to USD 4,506.3 per 
ounce, while the aver-
age domestic price dur-
ing the quarter climbed 
to Rs 1,50,744.8 per 10 
grams (excluding im-
port duty and GST), un-
derscoring the impact of 
elevated prices on con-
sumer buying patterns.

VIJAYAWADA 
Wakeup telangana 
 
TATA AIG General Insur-
ance Company has been 
appointed as the imple-
menting insurance partner 
for the Pradhan Mantri 
Fasal Bima Yojana 
(PMFBY) in nine districts 
of Andhra Pradesh for the 
Kharif 2026 season, 
strengthening crop insur-
ance coverage for farmers 
across the state. 
 The company will imple-
ment the Centre and 
State-sponsored crop in-
surance scheme in Anaka-
palli, Bapatla, Chittoor, 
Dr. B.R. Ambedkar Kona-
seema, Krishna, Kurnool, 
NTR, Parvathipuram Ma-
nyam, and SPSR Nellore 
districts. PMFBY aims to 
provide financial protec-
tion to farmers against 
crop losses caused by nat-
ural calamities, pests, and 
diseases while ensuring 
greater income security. 
 As the implementing in-
surance partner, TATA 
AIG will facilitate the en-
rolment of eligible 
farmers cultivating noti-
fied crops under the 
scheme. The company has 
urged farmers to enrol be-
fore the prescribed dead-
line to avail themselves of 

insurance coverage and 
safeguard their liveli-
hoods against weather-re-
lated and crop 
risks.Farmers can register 
through their respective 
banks, Common Service 
Centres (CSCs), or by vis-
iting the official PMFBY 
portal.  
 They can also verify the 
applicable premium and 
complete the enrolment 
process online before the 
notified cut-off dates.The 
initiative reflects TATA 
AIG’s commitment to 
strengthening rural resil-
ience through accessible 
insurance solutions and 
increased awareness of 
crop insurance. By sup-
porting the implementa-
tion of PMFBY in Andhra 
Pradesh, the insurer aims 
to enhance financial secu-
rity for farmers and en-
courage wider 
participation in the gov-
ernment's flagship agri-
cultural insurance 
programme. 
The PMFBY continues to 
play a crucial role in pro-
tecting farmers from un-
foreseen agricultural 
losses while promoting 
sustainable farming and 
long-term rural economic 
stability. 
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Chaitanya Bharathi Insti-
tute of Technology 
(CBIT), Hyderabad, or-
ganized "SHIELD 2.0 – 
Strengthening Harmony, 
Integrity, Empowerment, 
Legal Awareness & Dig-
nity," an awareness ses-
sion on the Prevention of 
Sexual Harassment 
(PoSH) Act, 2013, to pro-
mote a safe, respectful 
and inclusive campus en-
vironment. 
 The programme was con-
ducted by the Internal 
Committee (IC), CBIT, in 
association with the Chai-
tanya Suraksha – Women 
Safety Club and the 
SAHAS – Women Safety 
Wing, Telangana Police. 
Faculty members, staff 
and students participated 
in large numbers. 
 Resource persons Ms. 
Asiya Shervani, Head of 
the SAHAS Team, Ms. 
Surya Keerthi, Legal 
Counsellor, and Sub In-
spector of Police Ms. 

Sudha explained the key 
provisions of the PoSH 
Act, complaint mech-
anisms, the role of Inter-
nal Committees, legal 
remedies, confidentiality 
and the importance of 
maintaining harassment-
free educational institu-
tions. 
 CBIT Principal Prof. C. 
V. Narasimhulu welcomed 
the guests and reiterated 
the institute's commitment 
to gender sensitivity, legal 
awareness and zero tol-
erance towards harass-
ment. 
 The event was led by 
Prof. K. Radhika, Chair-
person of the Internal 
Committee, with coordi-
nation by Dr. G. Vijaya 
Laxmi and Dr. Prasanna 
Rani. The CBIT manage-
ment appreciated the col-
laborative efforts of the 
Internal Committee, Chai-
tanya Suraksha – Women 
Safety Club and the Te-
langana Police in success-
fully conducting the 
awareness programme. 

TATA AIG Implements 
PMFBY Across Nine 
Andhra Pradesh Districts
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In a landmark initiative 
for the Public Relations 
fraternity, August 6 will 
be celebrated nation-
wide as National Public 
Relations Education 
Day, recognising the 
vital role of PR educa-
tion in building trust, 
transparency, ethical 
communication, and 
professional excellence. 
 The announcement fol-
lows a request made by 
the PRSI Hyderabad 

Chapter and senior PR 
leader Dr. K.V. Rama-
nachary, which received 
the support of Dr. Ajit 
Pathak, National Pres-
ident of the Public Re-
lations Society of India 
(PRSI). The decision is 
being hailed as a signif-
icant milestone in pro-
moting quality PR 
education across the 
country. 
 This year's National PR 
Education Day celebra-
tions will be held on 
August 6, 2026, at 5:30 
PM at the Surana Audi-

torium, FTCCI, Red 
Hills, Hyderabad. The 
event is jointly orga-
nised by the Public Re-
lations Society of India 
(PRSI) and the CVN 
Public Relations Foun-
dation. 
 The programme will 
feature the presentation 
of the prestigious Dr. 
CVN–PRSI Best PR 
Manager of the Year – 
2026 Award, along with 
PR Voice Literary Ex-
cellence Recognition, 
honours for Best PR 
Teachers, Best PR 

Counsellors, and rec-
ognition of Meritorious 
Students for academic 
excellence in Public 
Relations. 
 A special tribute has 
been paid to C. Rav-

inder Reddi and  C. 
Rama Devi, children of 
the late Dr. C.V. Nara-
simha Reddy (Dr. CVN 
Reddy), for their unwa-
vering commitment to 
preserving their father's 
vision. Through the 
CVN PR Foundation, 
they have consistently 
devoted their time, re-
sources, and leadership 
to promote public rela-
tions education, insti-
tute national awards 
and recognitions, and 
encourage excellence 
among PR practitioners, 

educators, and students 
across India. 
 Speakers associated 
with the initiative noted 
that every successful 
movement begins with 
an idea and dedicated 
individuals who nurture 
it. They remarked that 
while "not every seed 
grows into a tree, with-
out a seed there can be 
no fruit," acknowledg-
ing the collective efforts 
of those who trans-
formed the proposal for 
a National PR Educa-
tion Day into a nation-

wide reality. 
 The event will be 
graced by Telangana 
Labour, Employment, 
Training, Factories, 
Mines & Geology Min-
ister Dr. Gaddam Vivek 
Venkataswamy as the 
Chief Guest. Prof. V. 
Balakista Reddy, Chair-
man,  
Telangana Council of 
Higher Education, and 
Dr. Ajit Pathak, Na-
tional President of 
PRSI, will attend as 
Guests of Honour. Dr. 
Sriram Birudavolu, 

CEO, Cybersecurity 
Centre of Excellence, 
Hyderabad, will deliver 
the keynote address. 
 Public Relations pro-
fessionals, academi-
cians,  
students, communica-
tion experts, and corpo-
rate leaders from across 
the country are ex-
pected to participate in 
the celebrations, rein-
forcing the importance 
of ethical communica-
tion and professional 
excellence in nation-
building.
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Renacon, the flagship building materials 
brand of the Renaatus Group, has 
launched its RENAFLEX Fibre Cement 
Boards (FCB) from a newly commis-
sioned integrated manufacturing facility 
at Naidupeta, Andhra Pradesh, strength-
ening its presence in the construction 
markets of Andhra Pradesh, Telangana 
and South India. 
 Built with an investment of ₹350 crore 
in a record 12 months, the facility is 
Asia's largest integrated manufacturing 
plant for AAC Blocks and Fibre Cement 
Boards. The plant introduces globally 
benchmarked Laminar Flow Technology 
to India, enabling the production of high-
performance building materials for res-
idential, commercial and industrial 
projects. 
 The facility has an annual production ca-
pacity of 60,000 metric tonnes of Fibre 
Cement Boards and is expected to gener-
ate over 1,000 direct and indirect jobs, 
supporting the Government of India's 
Make in India initiative. It manufactures 
high-density and standard Fibre Cement 
Boards along with premium designer 
boards for architectural, façade and inte-
rior applications. 
 Speaking at the launch, R. P. Selvasun-
daram, Chairman and Managing Director 

of the Renaatus Group, said the invest-
ment reflects the company's confidence 
in Andhra Pradesh as a strategic man-
ufacturing hub and its commitment to de-
livering sustainable, high-performance 
construction solutions across South 
India. 
 RENAFLEX boards are designed for 
modern construction, offering fire, mois-
ture and termite resistance, high durabil-
ity, dimensional stability and smooth 
finishes. 
 They are suitable for partitions, false 
ceilings, façades, wet areas, modular in-
teriors and prefabricated structures, en-
abling faster installation and lower 
maintenance while supporting green 
building standards such as IGBC and 
GRIHA. 
 Renacon will initially focus on Andhra 
Pradesh and Telangana before expanding 
across southern India and export markets 
in Europe, the Middle East and Africa.

India's gold demand declined 6% year-on-year to 131.4 tonnes in Q2 2026 due to higher prices, customs duty increase and reduced purchases. Despite lower 
volumes, gold demand value hit a record level as consumers continued investing, with festive demand expected to support future consumption 

CBIT Holds PoSH  
Act Awareness Session

National PR Education Day to Be Celebrated Across India on August 6
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ollywood is wit-
nessing the me-
teoric rise of a 
new generation 

of talented actresses, in-
cluding Meenakshi Chaud-
hary, Bhagyashri Borse, 
Kayadu Lohar, Mamita 
Baiju and Srinidhi Shetty. 
Along with them, Anupama 
Parameswaran and Telugu 
actresses Sri Gouri Priya, 
Shivani Nagaram, Faria 
Abdullah and Manasa Va-
ranasi are making a strong 
impact, making the compe-
tition among leading ladies 
more intense than ever. 
 Producer-director Mad-
hura Sreedhar believes the 
Telugu film industry needs 
an even larger pool of ac-
tresses to meet the grow-
ing demand. "Finding the 
right heroine has become 
one of the biggest chal-
lenges, whether it is for a 
star hero's film or a project 
with a young actor. We 

need more talented ac-
tresses because the de-
mand is increasing every 
year," he says. Among the 
frontrunners, Meenakshi 
Chaudhary has strength-
ened her position with the 
success of Lucky Baskhar 
and Sankranthiki Vasthu-
nam, while continuing to 
sign promising projects. 
Bhagyashri Borse has also 
emerged as one of the 
most sought-after ac-
tresses after winning ap-
preciation for Kantha and 
scoring commercial suc-
cess with Lenin. 
 Malayalam actress Mamita 
Baiju, who earned popular-
ity among Telugu au-
diences with Dude, is all 
set to make her Tollywood 
debut opposite Suriya in 
Viswanath and Sons. Kay-
adu Lohar has landed a 
prestigious project with 
Nani in The Paradise, while 
KGF actress Srinidhi 

Shetty impressed Telugu 
audiences with HIT 3 and 
is now awaiting the release 
of Adarsha Kutumbam 
alongside Venkatesh. 
"These actresses are a 
wonderful combination of 
talent and glamour. Many 
of them are also proving 
themselves in multiple lan-
guages, which is a healthy 
sign for the industry," says 
Madhura Sreedhar. 
 However, he believes it is 
too early to compare or 
rank the new generation of 
actresses. "They have cer-
tainly shown tremendous 
promise, but rankings 
come only after sustained 
success over several 
years. Right now, they are 
all building their careers 
and deserve time to estab-
lish themselves," he ex-
plains. The influx of fresh 
talent has naturally intensi-
fied competition for estab-
lished actresses such as 

Sreeleela, Krithi Shetty and 
Keerthy Suresh. "Competi-
tion is inevitable in every 
profession. Every actress 
goes through highs and 
lows. I don't want to single 
out anyone, but one solid 
hit can completely change 
an actress's career trajec-
tory," he says. 
 At the same time, Mad-
hura Sreedhar cautions 
young actresses against 
letting early success 
change their professional 
approach. "One hit is 
enough for some actresses 
to demand a huge hike in 
remuneration, travel with a 
large personal staff and in-
sist on luxury accommoda-
tion. Producers end up 
spending ₹40,000 to 
₹50,000 extra every day on 
their personal staff alone. 
Young actresses should 
manage success wisely 
and appoint professional 
managers who understand 
long-term career planning. 
Moving from a regular hotel 
to a luxury suite after just 
one hit unnecessarily in-
creases production costs 
and is avoidable," he ob-
serves. Commenting on 
the competition from Bolly-
wood actresses such as 
Janhvi Kapoor, Rasha Tha-
dani and Shanaya Kapoor, 
director Trinadha Rao, who 
is working with Nargis 
Fakhri and Kavya Thapar 
in his upcoming film Nenu 
Ready, says South ac-
tresses need not worry. 
"Bollywood divas do only 
selective Telugu films, so 
South heroines.

SSB crowned overall champions  
at All India Police Judo  
Cluster Games in Hyderabad 
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Sashastra Seema Bal 
(SSB) emerged overall 
champions with 24 gold, 
20 silver and 23 bronze 
medals in the All India 
Police Judo cluster games 
at the GMC Balayogi Sta-
dium here on Thursday. 
 CISF finished runner-up 
with 25 gold, 16 silver 
and 25 bronze medals 
while the Indo-Tibetan 
Border Police (ITBP) was 
third with 10 gold, 21 
silver and 26 bronze 
medals. 
 In judo, SSB was the 
winner while BSF and 
Uttar Pradesh Police was 
second and third respec-
tively, in wushu, SSB 
reigned supreme while 
CRPF and ITBP were sec-
ond and third respectively. 

 In taekwondo (men), 
CISF was the champion 
while BSF and UP Police 
were second and third re-
spectively and in women’s 
section, UP Police, CISF 
and Assam Rifles finished 
in that order. 
 In pencak silat, CISF, 
SSB and Maharashtra and 
in karate Assam Rifles, 
ITBP and CISF finished 
in that order. 
 Mr. CV Anand, DGP of 
Telangana and chief 
guest, lauded the success-
ful conduct of the cham-
pionship,  
which brought together 36 
teams representing State 
Police forces and Central 
Armed Police Forces from 
across the country. 
 Mr Anand said Telangana 
Police would be hosting 
All India Police competi-
tions in Hyderabad over 

the coming two years. He 
said that 
India, under the vision of 
the Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi, was emerging 
as a global sporting pow-
erhouse,  
and appealed to police 
personnel to make sport 
and fitness a daily habit, 
stating that a physically 
and mentally fit officer 
serves the nation better. 
 Mr. Vijay Prakash, IPS, 
ADG/HQrs, CISF, 
thanked the AIPSCB offi-
cials, Government of Te-
langana and the Public 
Sector  
Undertakings including 
Bharat Dynamics Limited 
(BDL)  
and Bharat Heavy Electri-
cals Limited (BHEL), for 
the successful conduct of 
the event. 
 

Jammu Kashmir, Arunachal  
Register Big Wins In Junior Hockey
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India's gold demand de-
clined by 6 per cent 
year-on-year to 131.4 
tonnes during the April-
June quarter (Q2) of 
2026, primarily due to 
seasonally subdued jew-
ellery purchases, higher 
Customs duty and Prime 
Minister Narendra 
Modi's appeal to reduce 
non-essential gold 
buying. However, the 
overall value of gold 
consumption reached a 
record high as prices of 
the precious metal con-
tinued to surge, accord-
ing to the World Gold 
Council (WGC). 
 The WGC's Q2 2026 
Gold Demand Trends re-
port showed that total 
gold demand stood at 
131.4 tonnes, compared 
with 139.7 tonnes in the 
corresponding quarter of 
2025. 
 Despite the decline in 
physical demand, the 
value of gold consump-
tion rose sharply by 50 
per cent to Rs 1,98,100 
crore, up from Rs 
1,32,500 crore a year 

earlier. WGC Regional 
CEO for India Sachin 
Jain said the figures 
demonstrate that Indian 
consumers continue to 
prioritise gold even in a 
high-price environment, 
reflecting its enduring 
role as both an invest-
ment and a store of 
wealth. 
 Jewellery demand wit-
nessed the biggest de-
cline during the quarter, 
falling 15 per cent to 
75.1 tonnes, compared 
with 88.8 tonnes in the 
same period last year. 
Jain attributed the slow-
down to seasonal weak-
ness, the increase in 
Customs duty and the 
Prime Minister's public 

appeal in May urging cit-
izens to limit non-essen-
tial gold purchases to 
help reduce the country's 
import bill and conserve 
foreign exchange re-
serves amid volatile 
crude oil prices. 
 In contrast, investment 
demand remained strong. 
Demand for gold bars 
and coins increased 9 per 
cent year-on-year to 50.3 
tonnes, highlighting in-
vestors' continued prefer-
ence for gold as a 
safe-haven asset during 
uncertain global eco-
nomic conditions. Indian 
Gold Exchange Traded 
Funds (ETFs) also at-
tracted net inflows of 4.2 
tonnes, even as global 

gold ETFs experienced 
net outflows during the 
same period. 
 The WGC retained its 
full-year demand fore-
cast for India at 650-750 
tonnes. Jain said demand 
is likely to remain 
around the middle of the 
projected range given 
prevailing geopolitical 
uncertainties, inflation-
ary pressures and interest 
rate trends. However, he 
added that any correction 
in gold prices or reduc-
tion in Customs duty 
could lift demand to-
wards the upper end of 
the forecast. 
 The council also ex-
pressed concern over in-
creasing reports of gold 

smuggling following the 
hike in import duty. Jain 
warned that illicit gold 
entering the domestic 
market poses a signifi-
cant risk to the organised 
gold industry and said 
the WGC would closely 
monitor the situation in 
the coming quarters. 
 The report further noted 
that gold recycling in 
India declined 17 per 
cent to 19.2 tonnes, 
while total gold imports 
dropped 23 per cent to 
98.1 tonnes from 127.4 
tonnes a year earlier. In-
ternational gold prices 
averaged USD 4,506.3 
per ounce during the 
quarter, while the aver-
age domestic price rose 
to Rs 1,50,744.8 (ex-
cluding import duty and 
GST), significantly 
higher than the corre-
sponding period last 
year. Looking ahead, the 
WGC expects the up-
coming festive and wed-
ding season to support 
demand, although el-
evated prices may con-
tinue to influence 
consumer purchasing 
patterns..

Tollywood's Young Heroines 
Spark Fierce Competition 

T
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Hyderabad-based actor 
Teja Kalvakota, origi-
nally from Karimnagar, 
is steadily carving a 
niche for himself in the 
Telugu entertainment 
industry with his latest 
project, Azadi 501. The 
talented youngster, who 
plays the lead role in 
the much-talked-about 
Aha OTT series, con-
siders the project a sig-
nificant milestone in his 
acting journey. 
 A graduate of the In-
dian Institute of Man-
agement and Commerce 
(IIMC), Teja chose to 
follow his passion for 
cinema despite having a 
conventional academic 
background. Deter-
mined to establish him-
self in the industry, he 
attended numerous au-
ditions before finally 
getting his break-
through. 
 His acting career began 
with the popular Telugu 
web series Pilla Pilla-
gadu in 2018, directed 
by Sumanth Prabhas of 
Memu Famous fame. 
The series earned wide-
spread appreciation and 
introduced Teja to au-
diences across Telan-
gana and Andhra 
Pradesh. 
 Reflecting on his jour-
ney, Teja says Pilla Pil-
lagadu brought 
immense positivity and 
encouragement, moti-

vating him to continue 
pursuing his dream de-
spite facing several set-
backs. 
 He later worked along-
side actor Naga Chaita-
nya in the 2019 
romantic drama Majili, 
further strengthening 
his credentials in the in-
dustry. Another promis-
ing project, Shivan, 
directed by VJ Shivan, 
was unfortunately 
stalled during the 
COVID-19 lockdown, 
delaying its release. 
 Like many aspiring ac-
tors, Teja experienced 
disappointments, in-
cluding narrowly mis-
sing a role in Niharika 
Konidela's web series 
Hello World. However, 
those setbacks only 
strengthened his deter-

mination to succeed. 
 Today, Teja is winning 
appreciation as the lead 
actor in Azadi 501, di-
rected by Shiva Teja 
and produced by Ra-
chana Reddy under the 
Thursday Cinemas 
banner. The Aha OTT 
series is inspired by one 
of India's biggest smart-
phone scam stories, 
where thousands of 
people were lured by 
the promise of an unbe-
lievably cheap mobile 
phone, leading to a 
massive nationwide 
fraud. With Azadi 501 
emerging as a favourite 
among Gen Z au-
diences, Teja Kalva-
kota's career continues 
to gain impressive mo-
mentum. 
 

Hyderabad's Teja  
Kalvakota Leads Aha's  
Trending Series Azadi 501
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A satellite battery devel-
oped in Hyderabad has 
successfully operated in 
orbit for the first time, 
giving Indian satellite 
makers a locally built op-
tion for a component that 
the industry has largely 
depended on imports for, 
according to 
TakeMe2Space. The com-

pany said its PowerBank-
50, a commercially avail-
able 50 Wh battery pack, 
powered an experimental 
payload from Cosmoserve 
Space aboard Skyroot 
Aerospace’s Vikram-1 
Mission ‘Aagaman’, 
launched from the Satish 
Dhawan Space Centre, 
Sriharikota, on July 18. 
 The battery powered the 
payload on the rocket’s 
Orbital Adjustment Mod-

ule at an altitude of 450 
km, surviving launch 
vibration and shock as 
well as the vacuum and 
temperature  
changes encountered in 
orbit, TakeMe2Space said. 
The flight gives the pro-
duct “flight heritage”, in-
dustry terminology for 
hardware that has success-
fully operated on an actual 
space mission. 
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The Bonalu Mahotsav was celebrated 
with religious fervour at the Sri Sri Sri 
Nallapochamma Devi and Sri Sri Ma-
hankali Devi Temple in Nataraj Nagar 
Sabzi Mandi on Thursday, with senior 
police officials, civic authorities and 
temple committee members participating 
in the festivities. 
 Deputy Commissioner of Police (DCP) 
J. Raghavendra Reddy, ACP P. Tirupati, 
Kulsumpura SHO, CI Ramulu, Dhoolpet 
SHO Balakrishna, former Corporator 
Mandagiri Swamy, Gangaputra Sangam 
President Dorthula Srinivas, General 
Secretary Anand Desi Venubabu, Joint 
Bonala Committee President Katta Lin-
gam and General Secretary Alle Ram 
Kumar attended the programme along 
with honorary advisers and members of 
the Joint Bonala Committee. 
 Officials from various government de-

partments, including GHMC, Water 
Works, Electricity and the Endowments 
Department, were also present and re-
viewed arrangements for the festival to 
ensure its smooth conduct. 
 During the programme, members of the 
temple and Bonala committees requested 
the participating government depart-
ments and police officials to extend all 
possible support for the successful and 
peaceful conduct of the Bonalu celebra-
tions. The event witnessed enthusiastic 
participation from devotees, reflecting 
the cultural and spiritual significance of 
the annual Bonalu festival. 
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Demanding the State gov-
ernment notify all 19,000 
vacancies in the Police 
department, unemployed 
youth organised a flash 
protest at City Central Li-
brary, Chikkadpally, here 
on Thursday. The pro-
testers also wanted release 
of notifications for re-
cruitment to vacancies in 
other government depart-
ments. 
 Protesters, with placards 
demanding scrapping of 
GO 46 and 29, squatted 
on the ground inside the 
library premises. They al-
leged that the Congress 

government, which came 
to power with the support 
of the unemployed youth, 
has now been neglecting 
recruitment. 
 Protesters asked the Con-
gress government whether 
it only notices student 
protests in Delhi, while 
ignoring the issues faced 
by the unemployed in Te-
langana. 
 The unemployed youth 

demanded relaxation in 
the upper age limit for SI 
and Police Constable re-
cruitment besides calling 
for release of notifica-
tions, including a mega 
DSC, Group – I , II, III 
and IV. They warned that 
they would continue with 
their protest until the gov-
ernment makes a state-
ment regarding the 
recruitments. 

Unemployed youth stage  
protest in Hyderabad,  
demand notifications for 19,000 police vacancies 
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Incessant rain has left sev-
eral roads in Hyderabad in 
a dangerous condition, 
with potholes, eroded road 
surfaces and unfinished 
civic works making com-
muting hazardous, par-
ticularly for two-wheeler 
riders. 
 Motorists travelling 
through areas such as 
Dhoolpet, Mangalhat, Pu-
ranapul, Bahadurpura and 
Misrigunj are struggling 
to negotiate damaged 
stretches where the road 
surface has been washed 
away by continuous rain-
fall. Waterlogged potholes 
and uneven surfaces have 
increased the risk of acci-
dents, forcing commuters 
to drive cautiously during 
peak hours. 
 “The potholes are sub-
merged under rainwater, 
and we never know how 
deep they are. Several 
riders have lost balance 
while trying to avoid 
them,” said Rajveer 

Singh, a resident of 
Dhoolpet. 
 Residents said that civic 
authorities had recently 
carried out pipeline-laying 
works at Ghode Ki Kha-
bar, Joshiwadi, near the 
Gandhi Statue at Purana-
pul and Aghapura, but 
failed to restore the roads 
after completing the exca-
vation. The stretches re-
main covered with loose 
gravel and sharp stones, 
making them unsafe for 
motorists and pedestrians 
alike. 
 “Loose stones and un-
even patches have made 
commuting extremely dif-
ficult. The civic au-
thorities should restore the 
roads immediately before 

a serious accident occurs,” 
demanded Ramesh 
Kumar, a shopkeeper at 
Puranapul. 
 Another major concern is 
the stretch between Chan-
chalguda and Santoshna-
gar, where flyover 
construction is underway. 
With a portion of the road 
occupied for the project, 
motorists are forced to use 
a narrow carriageway rid-
dled with potholes. Dur-
ing rains, the potholes get 
submerged, making them 
virtually invisible to com-
muters. Two-wheeler 
riders, in particular, are 
vulnerable to skidding 
after hitting the water-
filled craters. 
 

Hyd Start-Up Firm’s Battery Operates in Space 

Hyderabad roads turn  
hazardous as heavy rains  
leave potholes, damaged 

Bonalu Celebrations Held at  
Nataraj Nagar Temple with Officials
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With incessant rains for 
the past three days, sev-
eral road stretches in the 
city remained gridlocked, 
and commuters had to 
face severe traffic jams 
due to vehicular move-
ment crawling at a snail’s 
pace. 
 Motorists remained stuck 
for extended periods, 
leading to delays in daily 
commuting, and com-
muters reported difficulty 
finding any diversion 
routes to bypass the af-
fected areas.  
 Under the Cyberabad 
Municipal Corporation 
(CMC), severe waterlog-

ging caused by deep pot-
holes and ongoing infra 
works at key stretches 
forced motorists to strug-
gle through traffic jams 
and slow vehicular move-
ment. 
 Those proceeding to-
wards IKEA and Cyber 
Towers were forced onto 
alternate routes via Mad-

hapur or Jubilee Hills to-
wards Gachibowli, some 
passing through the inte-
rior roads of Jubilee Hills 
or Madhapur while others 
ended up on alternate rear 
approaches towards Ha-
feezpet. 
 At Gachibowli and IIIT 
Junction, traffic move-
ment remained a major 

issue with many prefer-
ring alternate routes and 
those proceeding towards 
Lingampally going to-
wards HCU Bus Depot 
via Masjid Banda. 
 In Malkajgiri Municipal 
Corporation (MMC), pil-
lar works for the Uppal el-
evated corridor were in 
progress, causing severe 
delays. Crucial junctions 
connecting Malkajgiri 
with Secunderabad had 
congestion along key 
routes. 
 Commuters had no op-
tion but to avoid Safil-
guda, Anand Bagh 
underpass and Mirjalguda 
crossroads due to heavy 
water accumulation, and 
proceeded through alter-

nate routes to reach Se-
cunderabad. Severe water-
logging was noticed on 
Anand Bagh, Safilguda, 
Chilkalgud and Bible 
House stretches. 
 In the GHMC area, work 
on stormwater drain man-
holes at Model House in 
Panjagutta resulted in mo-
torists experiencing a traf-
fic jam on the NIMS and 
Panjagutta stretch. At 
KBR junction, Jubilee 
Hills Check Post, Indo-
American Cancer Hospi-
tal, and Agrasen Maharaj 
Island, ongoing deep earth 
excavation work for steel 
flyovers and underpasses 
also caused issues for mo-
torists. 
 

HYDERABAD 
Wakeup telangana 
 
Telangana will fund over-
seas study tours for gov-
ernment teachers every 
year, Chief Minister A. 
Revanth Reddy an-
nounced on Thursday, 
during an interaction with 
participants of the Finland 
and Germany teacher ex-
posure visit and educa-
tional exchange 
programme. The hour-
long programme was held 
at MCRHRDI in Jubilee 
Hills, Hyderabad, where 
Revanth Reddy also di-
rected officials to submit a 
mandal-wise plan for the 
next academic year by 
December and said the 
state spends Rs 1.08 lakh 
on each student annually. 
 "From now on, we will 
provide teachers with op-
portunities to go abroad 
for study tours," said Re-

vanth Reddy and asked 
officials to treat each 
mandal as one cluster in 
the plan for the next aca-
demic year. Students 
could succeed only when 
schools combined educa-
tion and discipline, the 
Chief Minister added. He 
also expressed confidence 
that the Congress govern-
ment would remain in 
power until 2034 and he 
would continue as the 
Chief Minister until then. 
Revanth Reddy said par-

ents spend about Rs 
50,000 on each child in a 
private school, against the 
state's annual expenditure 
of Rs 1.08 lakh per gov-
ernment-school student. 
He asked officials and 
teachers to examine why 
families continued to 
prefer private schools. 
Government schools had 
enrolled one lakh ad-
ditional students this year, 
an increase he described 
as an achievement. Re-
vanth Reddy rejected op-

position demands that he 
give up the education 
portfolio. He cited break-
fast from Nursery to Class 
XII, teacher recruitment 
and promotions, the con-
version of ITIs into ATCs, 
the Skills University and 
the appointment of corpo-
rate heads to its board. He 
also referred to midday 
meals and uniform distri-
bution for students and 
said the government 
wanted them to acquire 
skills alongside education. 
 "Our vision is for 
teachers to share their ex-
perience with the stu-
dents," Revanth Reddy 
said, adding that the gov-
ernment would address 
the teachers' grievances. 
He also asked their asso-
ciations to take up student 
problems as well as their 
own. Revanth Reddy 
argued that English alone 
did not explain China's 

global position. He said 
India had looked towards 
the United States for 25 
years, but it should now 
focus on Germany, Japan 
and Singapore, where 
more opportunities were 
available. "Backwardness 
is not linked to assets or 
social status. Lack of edu-
cation is the true form of 
backwardness," the Chief 
Minister said. 
 The Chief Minister criti-
cised Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi over the 
country's debt burden and 
claimed that prime minis-
ters from 
 Independence to 2014 
had accumulated Rs 50 
lakh crore in debt. Modi 
had added Rs 151 lakh 
crore between 2014 and 
2026, he said. Revanth 
Reddy placed the coun-
try's total outstanding debt 
at Rs 201 lakh crore. 
 

Waterlogging, infrastructure works trigger massive traffic 

Telangana To Send Select Teachers  
on Foreign Study Tours: Revanth 

Married woman alleges blackmail, 
extortion by man in Hyderabad 

Continuous rainfall has damaged roads across several Hyderabad localities, leaving  
potholes, washed-out surfaces, and unfinished civic works that pose risks to commuters.

CM Revanth Reddy unveils an initiative to enhance teaching standards through global exposure. 
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A married woman from 
Boduppal has filed a 
complaint with the po-
lice alleging that a man, 
identified as Vishnu 
Murthy, blackmailed 
her using her private 
photos and videos after 
luring her into a rela-
tionship on the pretext 
of love. 

 According to the com-
plaint, Vishnu Murthy 
allegedly threatened to 
share the content with 
her husband and family, 
forcing her to hand 
over Rs 10 lakh in cash 
and 30 tolas of gold. 
 As the alleged harass-
ment continued, she ap-
proached the Medipally 
police, who registered a 
case and are investigat-
ing. 

HYDERABAD 
Wakeup telangana 
 
Ganesh idols installed 
during this year’s festiv-
ities in the city should not 
exceed 16 feet in height, 
City Police Commissioner 
VC Sajjanar said on 
Thursday. 
 The Commissioner, at a 
coordination meeting, said 
the height restriction was 
decided following discus-
sions with the Bhagyana-
gar Ganesh Utsav Samithi 
to improve public safety 
during the transportation, 
installation and immer-
sion of idols. He said 
nearly 23,000 Ganesh 
idols were installed within 
the city police limits last 
year, during which four 
transportation-related ac-
cidents were reported. 

Sajjanar urged manufac-
turers to strictly follow 
safety norms from the 
idol-making stage itself to 
prevent similar incidents. 
He also appealed to arti-
sans to promote eco-
friendly clay idols and 
encourage devotees to opt 
for smaller idols that can 
be immersed easily. 
 Meanwhile, special entry 
and exit routes are being 
planned for transporting 
idols from major man-
ufacturing hubs such as 
Dhoolpet, Jalpally and 
Mailardevpally. Manufac-

turers were asked to avoid 
transporting large idols 
during peak traffic hours, 
obtain prior clearance 
from the traffic police and 
share booking details and 
transportation schedules 
with the local police in 
advance. 
 The Commissioner 
further said cranes and ve-
hicles used for loading 
and transporting idols 
must be certified and op-
erated only by trained per-
sonnel, warning that 
violations of safety norms 
would invite legal action. 

Hyderabad Police caps Ganesh idols  
at 16 feet, issues safety guidelines 


