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RAINFALL MM
FORECAST : MAINLY CLEAR SKY
MAX/MIN
temp. 40/28°C

Trump Halts At-
tacks, Iran Fol-
lows Suit

US President Donald
Trump halted the Ameri-
can bombing campaign
against Iran after 13
nights of air strikes, giving
diplomatic efforts more
time, officials said on
Sunday. No US attacks
were reported on Sat-
urday or Sunday after the
Pentagon suspended op-
erations late on Friday.
US Ambassador to the
United Nations Mike
Waltz said Trump had de-
cided to “give talks some
space”. A senior Trump
administration official said
the President preferred di-
plomacy but had demon-
strated the consequences
Iran would face if it failed
to negotiate seriously.
Iran later said it would
suspend its own attacks
as long as the US main-
tained the pause. A senior
Iranian official said
Tehran’s position re-
mained “attack for attack”
and warned of a broad re-
sponse if Washington re-
sumed strikes.
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PM Modi Forms New Task
Force To Fix Exam System

Modi Forms Nandan Nilekani-Led Task Force to Overhaul NTA Examination System Transparency

NEW DELHI
Wakeup telangana

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Sunday an-
nounced the constitution
of a high-powered task
force, headed by Infosys
co-founder Nandan Nile-
kani, to recommend re-
forms aimed at making
the National Testing
Agency's examination
system more robust, trans-
parent and foolproof. In a
video message posted on
Instagram, the Prime Min-
ister said the multidis-
ciplinary task force would
examine the maximum
use of technology and
suggest structural reforms
to strengthen the conduct
of competitive examina-
tions.

"The government will
work on the recommenda-
tions of the task force to
establish a foolproof ex-
amination system," Modi
said, adding that the
panel's suggestions would
help revamp NTA exami-
nations from both techno-
logical and institutional
perspectives. According to
the government, the task
force will comprise ex-

4

perts from technology,
education, security and
public administration. Be-
sides Nilekani, the
members include former
Isro chairman S. Soma-
nath, former Intelligence
Bureau director Tapan
Deka, IIT Madras director
V. Kamakoti, former edu-
cation secretary Anita
Karwal and logistics ex-
pert Amrit Lal Meena.
The announcement came
a day after the 36-day na-
tionwide agitation over
the alleged NEET-UG
paper leak ended with the
resignation of Union Edu-
cation Minister Dharmen-
dra Pradhan. The
Congress, however, dis-
missed the move, calling
it an attempt to repair the
government's image. Con-
gress general secretary
Jairam Ramesh said the

State Okays 32,278 Cr For Adilabad Airfield

HYDERABAD
Wakeup telangana

In a major infrastructure
push for north Telangana,
roads and buildings minis-
ter Komatireddy Venkat
Reddy on Sunday an-
nounced that the state
government has accorded
administrative approval to
sanction %2,278.14 crore
for the establishment of
the Adilabad Joint User
Airfield. Komatireddy
said the ambitious project
will be developed over
2,009.23 acres, with
1,609.23 acres allocated
to the Indian Air Force
(IAF) and 400 acres ear-

°
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marked for a civil aviation
enclave, including an
MRO facility, cargo ter-
minal, aircraft hangars
and future expansion.
The minister said the
project would emerge as a
strategic asset for Telan-
gana by strengthening in-
dustrial development,
cargo connectivity, tour-
ism, logistics and national
defence, while creating
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thousands of direct and
indirect employment op-
portunities for the youth.
The administrative sanc-
tion also includes funding
for critical enabling works
such as road realignment,
shifting of 765 kV high-
tension transmission lines,
diversion of streams, relo-
cation of Mission Bhagi-
ratha pipelines and other
utility infrastructure, en-
suring smooth execution
of the project.
Komatireddy also attrib-
uted the project's progress
to the special initiative of
Chief Minister Revanth
Reddy, who ensured con-

» CONTINUE ON | PAGE 4

Merchant Ship With Four Indians Struck in Odessa
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NEW DELHI
Wakeup telangana

A merchant vessel carry-
ing four Indian seafarers
came under attack at Uk-
raine's Port of Odesa on
Saturday, with two crew
members confirmed safe
while information on the
other two is still awaited,
the Indian Embassy in
Kyiv said on Sunday. The
vessel, MV AGN Ragnar,
was struck at Odesa, one
of Ukraine's key Black
Sea ports that has
frequently come under
missile and drone attacks
since the Russia-Ukraine

Centre had already consti-
tuted a committee headed
by former Isro chairman
K. Radhakrishnan in 2024
following examination ir-
regularities but had yet to
fully implement its 101
recommendations.

He also alleged that the
National Testing Agency
(NTA) had functioned for
nearly two years without a
full-time director general
and described the new
panel as "a high-powered
attempt to fix the Prime
Minister's irretrievably
compromised image." The
government maintains
that the new task force
will recommend long-
term technological and
structural reforms to re-
store confidence in the
country's competitive ex-
amination system.

Modi Urges Youth
To Connect With
Border Villages

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Sunday said the
‘Viksit Vibrant Village’ (VVV)
programme aims to encour-
age youth to engage directly
with border communities
rather than rely on virtual in-
teractions. Addressing par-
ticipants of the VVV
programme 2026, which
covered 74 villages across
Ladakh, Himachal Pradesh
and Uttarakhand, Modi said
the initiative provides an op-
portunity for young people
to understand rural India
and connect with local com-
munities.

“The idea was that why not
have the youth, instead of
using virtual medium, step
onto the ground to know
India, connect with India, try
to live India, and understand
India,” he said.

He said aspirations for de-
velopment and a sense of
patriotism were strong in
border villages and noted
that developed villages are
key to building a developed
India. “This journey of the
developed Vibrant Village is
itself a medium to connect
everyone, to connect with
everyone,” he said, adding
that youth engagement
would strengthen the vision
of a developed India.

» CONTINUE ON | PAGE 4

Komuravelly will hoost spirtual
tourism, Says Kishan Reddy:
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Let's Get GenZ From
Sadak to Sansad: Revanth

CM pitches for lowering minimum age for contesting LS, Assembly elections

HYDERABAD
Wakeup telangana

Chief Minister A. Revanth
Reddy on Sunday an-
nounced that a special
joint session of the state
Legislative Assembly and
Council would be con-
vened in August to debate
and pass a resolution rec-
ommending to the Central
government to reduce the
minimum age required for
contesting the Assembly
and Lok Sabha elections
from 25 years to 21 years.
He said the minimum age
for contesting elections
for upper houses may be
fixed as 25 years.

After giving the entire
credit for the success of
Jantar Mantar agitation to
the Gen Z, the Chief Min-
ister came up with a clar-
ion call for the “Sadak se
Sansad” (from street to
legislature) — a move
aimed at integrating Gen
Z into political system
and empowering them to
make legislations that suit
their objectives and pro-
vide a strong future for
the country. “When a 21-
year-old can become an
IAS officer or a Unicorn
entrepreneur, why cannot
he become a legislator,”
he asked.

Beware of ‘Indiramma Towers’

Scam Calls, Says CP Sajjanar

HYDERABAD
Wakeup telangana

City Police Commissioner
V.C. Sajjanar on Sunday
cautioned citizens against
rising cyber frauds being
carried out in the name of
house allotments under
the government’s ‘Indi-
ramma Towers’ scheme in
Hyderabad. With the com-
mencement of the
%10,000 Earnest Money
Deposit (EMD) payment
process for beneficiaries,
the commissioner warned

conflict began in 2022.
The embassy said it was
closely monitoring the sit-
uation and remained in
constant touch with the
concerned authorities.
Search and rescue opera-
tions are under way to as-
certain the status of the
two unaccounted-for In-
dian crew members and
provide all possible assis-

that cybercriminals may
attempt to dupe applicants
through fake calls, mis-
leading messages and
fraudulent links.

He clarified that there is
no role for brokers or
middlemen in the scheme

tance.

The incident marks the
third attack on a merchant
vessel in the past week. In
the previous two attacks,
five Indian seafarers were
killed. Issuing an advisory
on Sunday, the Ministry
of External Affairs (MEA)
said the security situation
in the Black Sea and ad-
joining maritime areas re-

and that the selection pro-
cess is completely trans-
parent. Sajjanar assured
that the EMD amount re-
mains secure, and in cases
where a house is not al-
lotted, the entire amount
will be refunded directly
to the applicant’s original
bank account. Advising
citizens to remain vig-
ilant, he said people
should not trust anyone
claiming, “Pay money and
we will ensure house al-
lotment.”

» CONTINUE ON | PAGE 4

mains highly volatile,
with an increase in attacks
on commercial vessels
since April. It advised In-
dian nationals considering
employment on ships op-
erating in or transiting the
conflict-affected region to
carefully assess the pre-
vailing security risks be-
fore accepting such
assignments. The em-
bassy did not disclose the
identities or roles of the
four Indian nationals on
board. The cause of the
strike and the vessel's
total crew strength were
not immediately known.

The Chief Minister is
also leaving for New
Delhi on Monday to dis-
cuss with the party central
leadership the possibilities
of forcing the Centre to
enact this legislation. The
Centre is already propos-
ing to introduce Bills in
this session to increase the
number of constituencies,
handle delimitation, and
implement women’s reser-
vation. Revanth Reddy
wants the Congress to de-
mand the introduction of a
fourth Bill to reduce the
minimum age required for
a candidate to contest As-
sembly and Lok Sabha
elections. He recalled that
it was Congress prime
ministers Rajiv Gandhi
and P.V. Narasimha Rao,
who reduced the voting
age to 18 years, and the
minimum age to contest
local body elections to 21,
respectively.

“Gone were the days for
fancy slogans like ‘Viksit

Bharat’, ‘Sab Ka Saath,
Sab Ka Vikas’, and pro-
grammes like Man ki
Baat; Modi is only past
and present, but has no fu-
ture,” the Chief Minister
said adding that people
who have future should be
involved in the decision
making. Revanth Reddy
said the determination of
youth during the recent
agitation, which finally
secured the resignation of
Union education minister
Dharmendra Pradhan,
clearly established that the
time has come to integrate
Gen Z into the political
system. “India’s future
will change and it would
become strong if the
knowledge and deter-
mination of the youth is
channelised properly,”
Revanth Reddy said, add-
ing that to mark a begin-
ning from his side, he had
invited the ISB graduates
to join CMO and give
ideas for better admin-
istration.

Referring to Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi’s po-
litical metaphor ‘Chappan
inch ki Chaati’, the Chief
Minister said this was for
the second time, after
apologising to farmers,
that Modi had to bow

) CONTINUE ON | PAGE 4

Every Inch Of HYDRAA
Reclaimed Land Used For

NEW DELHI
Wakeup telangana

“Every inch of land re-
claimed by HYDRAA is
put to use for public pur-
poses only. Show a single
instance of HYDRAA
being used to serve inter-
ests of any private persons
or lands reclaimed by it
were given to private
parties,” asked Chief Min-
ister A Revanth Reddy on
Sunday. He reiterated that
the prime objective of
HYDRAA is to restore
lakes and remove en-
croachments on govern-
ment lands. His
observations were in reply
to queries of mediaper-
sons on the Telangana
High Court threatening to
arrest HYDRAA chief
A.V. Ranganath using
military personnel. In a
recent case involving a
private builder, Shanta
Shriram, the High Court
took strong note of the
IPS officer defying its or-
ders and interfering in the

Public Purpose: Revanth

possession of land, whose
ownership was claimed by
the construction company.
The Chief Minister said
as per revenue records,
the government land in
Lothukunta village is 650
acres. The private com-
pany has been claiming
the ownership of land in
specific survey numbers
but was in possession of
different parcels of land
which belonged to the
state government and mil-
itary. Government
agencies should at least be
allowed to find out where
the government land is, he
pointed out. With regard
to the agitations against
reclaiming government
land in Bahadurpura for
handing over to the Cen-
tre to build bullet train
hub, the Chief Minister
said it was a handiwork of
a few BRS leaders, who
encroached government
lands. The government
will soon unmask these
leaders, he added.
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Surekha Orders Probe After
Leopard Killed in Road Accident

Forest minister Konda Surekha ordered an inquiry into the death of a leopard in Medak

and directed officials to strengthen wildlife safety measures on highways.

HYDERABAD
Wakeup telangana

Forests, Environment and
Endowments Minister
Konda Surekha has ex-
pressed deep grief over
the death of a leopard that
was killed in a road acci-
dent on the National
Highway near Gangapur
village in Haveli Ghanpur
mandal of Medak dis-
trict. According to prelimi-
nary reports, the leopard
was struck by a speeding
vehicle while attempting
to cross the highway. Ho-
wever, the minister said
the exact cause of the in-
cident would be estab-
lished only after a detailed
investigation. She directed
the Forest Department to
conduct a comprehensive
inquiry into the circum-

stances leading to the ani-
mal's death and submit a
scientific report.Konda
Surekha instructed forest
officials to perform the
leopard's post-mortem in
accordance with estab-
lished wildlife protocols.
The findings, she said,
should help determine the
precise cause of death and
aid in identifying meas-
ures to prevent similar in-
cidents in the future.
Taking serious note of the

accident, the minister also
directed officials to iden-
tify vulnerable stretches
of National and State
Highways passing
through forested regions
where wildlife movement
is frequent. She asked the
Forest Department to co-
ordinate with the National
Highways Authority and
other concerned depart-
ments to install adequate
warning signboards, im-
prove road safety infras-

tructure and develop ad-
ditional wildlife crossings
wherever necessary.

The minister emphasized
that reducing animal-ve-
hicle collisions requires
coordinated efforts from
multiple agencies. She
stressed the need for long-
term planning to safe-
guard wildlife while
ensuring road safety. Ap-
pealing to motorists,
Konda Surekha urged
drivers to strictly adhere

to speed limits while trav-
elling through forest areas
and remain alert to wild-
life crossings. She called
on the public to cooperate
in protecting the state's
rich biodiversity by exer-
cising caution on roads
passing through forest
habitats.

Assuring the govern-
ment's commitment to
wildlife conservation, the
minister said a compre-
hensive action

plan would be prepared to
strengthen preventive
measures, enhance habitat
connectivity and reduce
the risk of such tragic in-
cidents in the future. The
government, she added, is
determined to ensure
better protection for wild-
life across Telangana.

Telangana Govt To Distribute 1.05¢r

Smart Ration Cards to Beneficiaries in Aug

HYDERABAD
Wakeup telangana

The Telangana govern-
ment is set to roll out
compact Smart Ration
Cards with QR codes for
over 1.05 crore ration
cardholder families, with
printing completed and
dispatch to districts under-
way. The formal launch
date is awaited, pending a
decision by Chief Minis-
ter A. Revanth Reddy, of-
ficial sources said. The
distribution is expected to
be launched at an event in
Hyderabad, with ministers
and MLAs overseeing
rollout in districts and
constituencies. Though
the date is yet to be final-
ised, officials indicated it
may begin in the first
week of August or on Au-
gust 15. The cards re-
portedly carry
photographs of Chief
Minister A. Revanth
Reddy and Civil Supplies
Minister N. Uttam Kumar
Reddy.

The new cards, intro-

duced in a compact format
for the first time in the
state, are waterproof and
tear-resistant. They dis-
play the cardholder’s
name, address and photo-
graph, with a QR code
providing access to details
of family members and
transaction history of
commodities such as rice,
sugar and wheat. Benefi-
ciaries can access rations
at fair price shops by
scanning the QR code or
entering the card number,
followed by biometric au-
thentication by any eligi-
ble family member. They
are required to download
the T-Ration app, link the
card using an OTP and
create an M-PIN. Officials
said the Civil Supplies
Department will bear the
cost of printing, and bene-
ficiaries will not be
charged.

Telangana has
1,05,42,188 ration cards
covering 3,39,96,239 ben-
eficiaries. The Smart Ra-
tion Cards are aimed at
improving access to bene-

ficiary data and streamlin-
ing distribution. The civil
supplies department has
directed officials to com-
plete 100 per cent e-KYC
of beneficiaries by July
31. Around five lakh ben-
eficiaries are yet to com-
plete the process, officials
said. Special teams have
been tasked with dividing
areas into sectors and sub-
sectors, with checking in-
spectors appointed as
in-charges. Camps will be
organised with support
from local representatives,
welfare associations, vol-
untary organisations, An-
ganwadi staff and ASHA
workers.

Officials have also been
directed to identify de-
ceased or migrated benefi-
ciaries and prepare
proposals to remove their
names from ration cards.
Ration shop working
hours may be extended to
facilitate e-K'YC. Benefi-
ciaries yet to complete the
process have been asked
to visit their nearest ration
shop and complete.

Mancherial Leads Telangana in
Govt School Student Enrolment

Mancherial topped Telangana in government school enrolment, achieving 95.72%

of its target, with over 3,300 students shifting from private to government schools.

HYDERABAD
Wakeup telangana

Mancherial district has
emerged as the top per-
former in Telangana in
student enrollment for
government schools,
achieving 95.72 percent
of the state's ambitious
target of increasing ad-
missions by 10 percent
over the previous aca-
demic year's strength.
The achievement was
confirmed through the U-
DISE portal status report
released on July 25 by
District Collector Kumar
Deepak and Additional
Collector P. Chandraiah.
The report highlights the
district's sustained efforts
to strengthen public edu-
cation and attract more
students to government
institutions.

According to official fig-
ures, government schools
in Mancherial had a total
enrollment of 43,072 stu-
dents in the previous aca-
demic year. For 2026-27,
the state government set a
target of enrolling 47,379
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students. By July 23, the
district had successfully
achieved 95.72 percent of
this target, placing it first
among all districts in Te-
langana.

A significant highlight of
the enrollment drive was
the migration of 3,352
students from private
schools to government
schools, reflecting grow-
ing public confidence in
the quality of education
offered by government in-
stitutions.

Out of the district's gov-
ernment schools, 275 ex-
ceeded their enrollment
targets. At the mandal
level, Mandamarri and
Jaipur achieved a perfect
100 percent of their en-
rollment goals. Hajipur
recorded 99.91 percent,
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Naspur 99.76 percent,
Bheemaram 98.24 per-
cent, and Nennela 98 per-
cent. Overall, 10 of the
district's 18 mandals
achieved enrollment
levels between 96 and 100
percent of their respective
targets.

District Collector Kumar
Deepak credited the suc-
cess to continuous im-
provements in
government schools, in-
cluding qualified teachers
and enhanced learning in-
frastructure. He said the
availability of Smart TVs,
ICT computer labo-
ratories, laptops, tablets,
and other digital teaching
aids had significantly im-
proved classroom learning
and attracted parents to
government schools.

He also noted that com-
puter teachers were newly
recruited in 82 govern-
ment schools during the
current academic year,
while eight academic su-
pervision teams were
formed to regularly mon-
itor educational standards
and improve learning out-
comes.

District Education Of-
ficer P. Chandraiah said
special efforts were made
to ensure a seamless tran-
sition of students from
primary and pre-primary
government schools into
higher classes within the
government education
system. He also high-
lighted the state's free res-
idential education for girls
from Classes VI to Inter-
mediate through Kasturba
Gandhi Residential
Schools as another major
factor encouraging enroll-
ment. Rajanna Sircilla se-
cured second place in the
state rankings, while Jag-
tial district finished third
in government school en-
rollment.

Singareni Bans Use of Mobile Phones in Goal Mines

HYDERABAD
Wakeup telangana

The Singareni Collieries
Company Limited
(SCCL) has imposed a
ban on the use of mobile
phones in both under-
ground and opencast coal
mines, citing safety con-
cerns and the need to im-
prove operational
efficiency. The order, is-
sued on July 20, directs all
workers and employees to
deposit their mobile
phones before entering
mining areas.

The decision comes amid
a growing trend of em-
ployees recording selfie
videos and creating social

media reels while on duty.
In several instances,
workers were found film-
ing videos while travel-
ling inside underground
mines on man-riders and
sharing them on social
media. Employees have
also been taking selfies
and videos with political
leaders during their visits
to coal mines, prompting

concerns within the man-
agement.

According to SCCL, the
unrestricted use of mobile
phones at mining sites
poses serious risks. The
management noted that
distractions caused by
mobile phones could lead
to accidents, particularly
in opencast mines where
massive haul trucks and
heavy machinery are oper-
ated continuously. Since
nearly 80 per cent of Sin-
gareni's coal production
comes from opencast
mines, ensuring the un-
divided attention of ve-
hicle operators is critical
for worker safety and un-
interrupted production.

The company also ob-
served that the use of mo-
bile phones while
operating heavy equip-
ment or performing
mining activities could
contribute to reduced pro-
ductivity and increase the
likelihood of workplace
mishaps.

SCCL further pointed out
that carrying and using
mobile phones in under-
ground and opencast
mines violates safety
norms prescribed by the
Directorate General of
Mines Safety (DGMS).
The latest directive aims
to ensure strict compli-
ance with these regula-
tions.

Minister Damodar Rajanarsimha Pays Tribute to

HYDERABAD
Wakeup telangana

Telangana Medical,
Health & Family Welfare
Minister Damodar Raja-
narsimha paid rich trib-
utes to the brave soldiers
of the Indian Armed
Forces on the

occasion of Kargil Vijay
Diwas, honouring their
unparalleled courage, pa-
triotism and supreme sac-
rifice in safeguarding the
nation's sovereignty.In a

press note released on
Saturday, the Minister
said the heroic sacrifices
made by the soldiers dur-
ing the Kargil War remain
a shining example of un-
wavering dedication and
love for the nation.He

stated that the valour,
commitment and selfless
service of the Kargil he-
roes would continue to in-
spire generations of
Indians to uphold the
values of patriotism, unity
and national integrity.

The Minister also ex-
pressed deep gratitude to
the families of the brave
martyrs, acknowledging
their immense sacrifice
and unwavering support
to the nation."On this sol-
emn occasion of Kargil

Kargil Heroes

Vijay Diwas, [ pay my
heartfelt tributes to the
brave soldiers who dis-
played extraordinary cou-
rage and made the
supreme sacrifice in de-
fending our nation.

We salute our Kargil he-
roes and stand in gratitude
with their families," the
Minister said.Concluding
his message, Damodar
Rajanarsimha extended
his greetings to all cit-
izens with the patriotic
slogan, "Jai Hind!"

Dommati Shivakumar Conferred with Mahatma
Jyotiba Phule National Award
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HYDERABAD
Wakeup telangana

Dommati Shivakumar, State
President of Chhatrapati Sai-
nik Dal, was conferred with
the prestigious Mahatma
Jyotiba Phule National
Award at a grand awards cer-
emony organised by the Ba-
hujan Sahitya Academy on
Sunday at Sundarayya Vig-
nana Kendram,
Hyderabad.The award was
presented by Telangana Min-
ister Adluri Laxman, who at-
tended the event as the chief
guest. He congratulated Shi-
vakumar for his outstanding
contributions to society and
wished him continued suc-
cess in his public service ini-

tiatives.Speaking on the oc-
casion, Bahujan Sahitya
Academy Founder and Na-
tional President Nalla Rad-
hakrishna said the award was
presented in recognition of
Dommati Shivakumar's dis-
tinguished services in the Te-
langana movement,
promotion of education, so-
cial justice, empowerment of
Bahujan communities, youth
awareness, and various pub-

lic welfare activities.Accept-
ing the honour, Dommati
Shivakumar said the award
was not merely a personal
recognition but a tribute to
every individual dedicated to
serving society. He re-
affirmed his commitment to
the ideals of Mahatma Jyo-
tiba Phule, stating that he
would continue working
with greater dedication to-
wards social equality, educa-
tional development, and the
welfare of underprivileged
and marginalised com-
munities. The ceremony was
attended by prominent digni-
taries, social activists, lit-
erary personalities, and
members of the public.

70 Lakh Drainage and CC Road Works
Inspected at Hafeezpet Rallway Underpass

HYDERABAD
Wakeup telangana
Srirangam Venkatesh

PAC Chairman Arekapudi
Gandhi, along with
former Hafeezpet Corpo-
rator Uppalapati Srikanth,
senior leader Balling Gau-
tham Goud, and CMC
engineering officials, in-
spected the ongoing 70
lakh floodwater drain and
CC road construction
works near the Railway
Under Bridge (RUB) at
Vaishali Nagar Colony,
Hafeezpet.Speaking on
the occasion, Arekapudi
Gandbhi said the railway
underpass on the road
connecting Manjeera
Pipeline Road to Masjid
Banda has been facing se-
vere traffic congestion

and waterlogging, espe-
cially during the monsoon
season. He said the new
drainage system and CC
road are being constructed
to provide a permanent
solution and improve traf-
fic movement.The PAC
Chairman directed offi-
cials to complete the
works at the earliest with-
out compromising on
quality. He also instructed
engineering officials to
follow proper planning
and ensure the project is

completed on a priority
basis for the convenience
of commuters.He reiter-
ated his commitment to
strengthening civic infras-
tructure across Serilin-
gampally Assembly
Constituency and provid-
ing better roads, drainage,
and public facilities for
residents. CMC Engineer-
ing officials DE Anand,
AE Bhaskar, local leaders,
and colony residents par-
ticipated in the inspection.

BC Study Circle Invites
Applications for Free
Foundation Coaching
for Competitive Exams
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The BC Study Circle,
Sangareddy, under the
Telangana Government's
Backward Classes Wel-
fare Department, has in-
vited online applications
for its free 125-day Foun-
dation Coaching Pro-
gramme for various
competitive examina-
tions, including Group-I,
Group-lIl, Group-1V,
Banking, SSC, RRB, and
Police Recruitment.In a
press release issued on
Saturday, District Back-
ward Classes Welfare
Officer A. Jagadeesh
said that the coaching
programme is aimed at
helping eligible gradu-
ates prepare effectively
for state and central gov-
ernment competitive ex-
aminations.The free
coaching is open to grad-
uate candidates belong-
ing to BC, SC, ST, EBC,
and orphan categories
from Sangareddy and
Medak districts.Online
applications will be ac-
cepted from July 25 to
August 14, 2026, through
the official website. The
list of selected candi-
dates will be announced
on August 18, followed
by certificate verification
from August 20 to August
24. The coaching pro-
gramme is scheduled to
commence on August 25,
2026.
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Karkana
Nagaraju Ex-
tends Birthday
Wishes to
Bandi Ramesh

Kukatpally Congress Party
In-charge, TPCC Vice-
President, and Kamma
Corporation Chairman
Bandi Ramesh celebrated
his birthday in a grand
manner at N.K.N.R. Func-
tion Hall in Kukatpally on
Wednesday, with party
leaders, trade union repre-
sentatives, and supporters
extending their
greetings.On the occasion,
Kukatpally Constituency
INTUC President and Hin-
dustan Aeronautics Limited
(HAL) Workers Union
Working President Kar-
kana Nagaraju met Bandi
Ramesh and conveyed his
heartfelt birthday wishes.
As a mark of respect, Na-
garaju felicitated him with a
shawl and presented a flo-
ral garland during the cele-
brations.Speaking on the
occasion, Karkana Naga-
raju lauded Bandi Ra-
mesh's commitment to
public service and ex-
pressed hope that he
would continue to scale
greater heights in public
life.
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BRS launches ‘Chalo Karnataka’ campaign,
warns of threat to Telangana’s water rights

HYDERABAD
Wakeup telangana

BRS leaders on Sunday
launched their ‘Chalo
Karnataka’ campaign by
inspecting illegal bar-
rages, check dams and hy-
draulic gates built by
Karnataka on Krishna and
Bhima Rivers.

A delegation led by
former ministers V. Srini-
vas Goud, C. Laxma
Reddy and S. Niranjan
Reddy, along with former
MLAs, MLCs and senior
leaders from the erstwhile
Mahabubnagar district,
visited Gudur in Karna-
taka to inspect hydraulic
gates constructed across
the Krishna River. They
accused the neighbouring
State of obstructing water
flows meant for Telan-
gana.

Addressing the media,
Srinivas Goud alleged that
Karnataka’s projects on
the Krishna, Bhima and
Tungabhadra rivers were
depriving Telangana of its

rightful share of water. He
said the hydraulic gates
were preventing even a
drop of water from flow-
ing downstream and de-
manded their immediate
removal. He also sought
the release of at least 4
TMCHt of water from the
Tungabhadra reservoir,
stating that Telangana had
a legitimate share in its
waters.

He accused the Congress
government in Telangana
of neglecting the Pala-
muru-Rangareddy Lift Ir-
rigation Scheme (PRLIS)
and warned that Maha-
bubnagar would face se-
vere drought if the
remaining works were not

completed immediately.
He also criticised the ap-
pointment of irrigation ad-
viser Adityanath Das,
alleging that he had ear-
lier opposed Telangana’s
irrigation projects while
serving in Andhra Pra-
desh.

Laxma Reddy said Kar-
nataka’s upstream projects
and the State govern-
ment’s failure to complete
the Palamuru-Rangareddy
project were threatening
irrigation in the region.
He pointed out that water
reaching Telangana from
upstream had now
stopped due to the instal-
lation of hydraulic gates.
He urged the State gov-

ernment to safeguard Te-
langana’s water rights and
complete the pending
works on the lift irrigation
project.

Stating that the BRS had
transformed the Palamuru
region by completing
pending irrigation projects
after Telangana’s forma-
tion, he said the party
would not allow the dis-
trict to turn into a desert
again. “There will be no
compromise on Telan-
gana’s water rights,” he
asserted.

Niranjan Reddy remarked
that illegal projects by
Karnataka and Andhra
Pradesh under the Rajoli-
banda Diversion Scheme
(RDS) were preventing
Tungabhadra waters from
reaching Telangana, af-
fecting farmers in the
drought-prone Mahabub-
nagar region. He asserted
that the party would con-
tinue its agitation until Te-
langana’s water interests
were protected.

Clash erupts between MLLA

Samuel and Minister Venkat Reddy’s
supporters in Nalgonda

HYDERABAD
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Tension prevailed at Ti-
rumalgiri in Tungaturthy
constituency on Sunday
after supporters of MLA
Mandula Samuel and
Roads & Buildings Min-
ister Komatireddy
Venkat Reddy clashed
after a press conference
seeking an apology from
the MLA.

Supporters of both
leaders engaged in a
heated argument that
soon escalated into a
brawl, prompting police
to intervene and restore
order.

The confrontation
comes after Mandula
Samuel criticised the
R&B Minister for visit-
ing his constituency on
Friday without inform-
ing him. Speaking to me-
diapersons, the MLA
alleged that the Minister
had ignored protocol and

claimed he had failed to
respond to his request
for development of a 2-
km road stretch in the
constituency.

According to reports,
the Minister’s supporters
organised a press confer-
ence to object to the
MLA'’s remarks and de-
manded that he apolo-
gise to the Minister.
After learning about the
event, Mandula Samuel’s
supporters reached the
venue and confronted the
Minister’s supporters.
The exchange turned
heated and resulted in a
scuffle. Reports said the

Minister’s supporters
have decided to lodge a
complaint with the Su-
ryapet police against the
MLA’s followers.

The latest incident
comes less than three
weeks after a similar
clash on July 8, when
Mandula Samuel’s sup-
porters allegedly
chased and assaulted
supporters of Bhongir
MP Chamala

Kiran Kumar Reddy at
Arvapally in Suryapet
district over appoint-
ments to party mandal
committees.

BRS MLC Dasoju Sravan

slams BJP leaders over remarks
on student protesters

BRS MLC Dasoju Sravan condemned BJP leaders Bandi Sanjay and Konda

Vishweshwar Reddy for remarks against students protesting the alleged NEET paper

leak, demanding an apology and warning of consequences.

HYDERABAD
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BRS MLC Dasoju Sra-
van strongly con-
demned BJP leaders
including Union Minis-
ter Bandi Sanjay and
MP Konda Vishwesh-
war Reddy for their re-
ported remarks against
students protesting over
the alleged NEET paper
leak.

Demanding their un-
conditional apology, he
warned that the BJP
leaders would have to
face the consequences
of making derogatory
remarks against stu-
dents fighting for jus-
tice.

He accused BJP leaders
of attempting to malign
the protesters by brand-
ing them as anti-na-
tionals and alleging that
they were backed by
Bangladesh and Paki-
stan.

“Such remarks are irre-
sponsible and intended
to discredit a genuine
student movement de-
manding accountability

l

for the examination ir-
regularities in the NDA
(National Democratic
Alliance) government,”
he said. He warned
them against underesti-
mating the power of
student movements.
Speaking to mediaper-
sons at Telangana Bha-
van on Sunday, Sravan
said the protests at Jan-
tar Mantar reflected an
unprecedented student
and youth uprising that
spread across the coun-
try. He pointed out that
the movement forced
Union Education Minis
ter Dharmendra Prad-
han to resign and
demonstrated the
strength of democratic
protests.

The BRS MLC criti-
cised Konda Vishwesh-

war Reddy for allegedly
making insensitive re-
marks suggesting that
those agitating had no
right to protest and in
other countries, they
would have been shot
dead.

“Students are like burn-
ing embers. Do not pro-
voke them or
underestimate their
strength,”
he said, asserting that
the agitation was con-
ducted within the
framework of democ-
racy and the Constitu-
tion.

Stating that several stu-
dents had died by sui-
cide following the
alleged NEET paper
leak and that thousands
of families had suffered
mental trauma,

Sravan said the protests
reflected years of ac-
cumulated frustration
among students and
youth. He said the
movement exposed fai-
lures in governance and
questioned the Centre’s
handling of the issue.

Dommati Kiran Kumar Rao Honoured with
Acharya Kothapalli Jayashankar National

HYDERABAD
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Social activist and Telan-
gana movement leader
Dommati Kiran Kumar
Rao was honoured with
the Acharya Kothapalli
Jayashankar National
Award at a grand felicita-
tion ceremony organised
by the Bahujan Sahitya
Academy on Sunday at
Doddi Komurayya Hall,
Sundarayya Vignana Ken-
dram, Hyderabad.The
award was presented by
Telangana Minister Adluri
Laxman, who attended the

event as the chief guest.
Bahujan Sahitya Academy
National President Nalla
Radhakrishna felicitated
Kiran Kumar Rao with a
ceremonial shawl in rec-
ognition of his contrib-
utions.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Minister Adluri Lax-
man said that the Joint

Action Committee (JAC)
played a pivotal role in
the Telangana statehood
movement. He noted that
the hunger strikes, road
blockades, rallies, and
protest programmes orga-
nised across the state
under the JAC banner ex-
erted significant pressure
on the Central Govern-
ment and contributed to
the formation of Telan-
gana. He praised Dom-
mati Kiran Kumar Rao for
his dedicated service and
leadership as a JAC Con-
vener during the move-
ment.

Industrial worker dies on duty at Sangareddy
factory, family stages protest
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An industrial worker died
while on duty at GSB
Forge Private Limited in
Bonthapally Industrial
Area in Gummadidala
mandal on Sunday. He
was Raju Prasad (58),
who was on night duty in
the industry.

However, Raju collapsed
all of sudden and fell un-
conscious. The colleague
workers rushed him to a
local hospital where the
doctors declared him
brought dead. His family

members and colleague
workers took the body
back to the industry and
staged a protest, accusing
the management respon-
sible for the death. De-

manding compensation
for the kin of the de-
ceased, they have also
sought an inquiry into the
incident.

SIR Drive Intensified to
Ensure Error-Free Voter
Lists in Cantonment

HYDERABAD
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In a bid to ensure an ac-
curate and error-free elec-
toral roll, former
Cantonment Board Vice
President Jampana Pra-
tap, accompanied by
election department offi-
cials, conducted an exten-
sive inspection of the
ongoing Summary Inten-
sive Revision (SIR) pro-
cess across several
wards in the Cantonment
area on Sunday.

The inspection covered
Chinnathokatta, Pedda-
thokatta, Soujanya Col-
ony, Swarna Bharathi
Colony, and Sitaram
Puram, where officials re-
viewed the implementa-
tion of voter verification,
house-to-house enumer-
ation, and the collection of
voter enumeration forms.
During the inspection,
Jampana Pratap ex-
pressed concern over the
increasing migration of
families from the locality,
warning that the move-
ment of residents could
lead to duplicate voter
registrations or omissions

if not properly monitored.
He urged Booth Level Of-
ficers (BLOs) to ensure
that every distributed enu-
meration form is collected
and verified while taking
special care to prevent
duplicate entries in the
electoral rolls.

Election officials ac-
knowledged that some
confusion persists among
voters regarding the SIR
process and instructed
BLOs to conduct thorough
field verification and main-
tain accuracy while updat-
ing voter records. They
emphasized that meticu-
lous house-to-house veri-
fication is essential to
preparing a transparent
and reliable voter list.

The inspection witnessed
active participation from
local representatives and
community members, in-
cluding Retired Wing
Commander Saranijit
Singh, Raju, Sadanand,
Mukesh Yadav, BLO Man-
jula, and Jampana Rawvi,
reflecting a collective ef-
fort to strengthen the
electoral process and en-
sure that every eligible
voter is correctly enrolled.

Health Minister Damodar Rajanarsimha Pays Rich Tributes to
Former Minister Silarapu Rajanarsimha on Death Anniversary

HYDERABAD
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Telangana Medical,
Health & Family Welfare
Minister Damodar Raja-
narsimha paid rich trib-
utes to his father, late
Silarapu Rajanarsimha,
former Minister of the
erstwhile Andhra Pradesh,
on his death anniversary,
recalling his lifelong com-
mitment to public service
and the upliftment of the
poor, weaker sections and
Dalit communities.In a
message released on the
occasion, the Minister de-
scribed Silarapu Rajanar-
simha as a visionary

leader Whose contrib-
utions to public welfare,
democratic values and the
development of the An-
dole Assembly Constit-
uency continue to inspire
future generations.Late
Silarapu Rajanarsimha
created history by win-
ning the Andole Assembly
constituency three consec-
utive times in 1967, 1972

and 1978, achieving a re-
markable electoral hat-
trick. He later served as
the Minister for Housing
in the erstwhile Andhra
Pradesh Government,
where he was recognised
for his people-centric ad-
ministration and commit-
ment to inclusive
development.Remember-
ing his father's legacy,
Minister Damodar Raja-
narsimha said that Sila-
rapu Rajanarsimha
dedicated his political life
to safeguarding the inter-
ests of the poor, weaker
sections, Scheduled
Castes and other margin-
alised communities, while

working tirelessly for the
progress of Andole and
the welfare of society.He
noted that the late leader's
ideals, integrity and un-
wavering commitment to
social justice remain a
guiding force for public
representatives and young
leaders. Paying heartfelt
homage, the Minister said,
"On the death anniversary
of late Silarapu Rajanar-
simha, I offer my respect-
ful tributes to a great
statesman whose life of
dedicated public service
and commitment to the
oppressed will always be
remembered with grat-
itude and reverence."

Grand Birthday Celebrations for Social Activist Bandi Vinay

HYDERABAD
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Renowned social activist
Bandi Vinay, son of
prominent businessman
Bandi Srinivasa Rao,
celebrated his birthday in
a grand and cheerful at-
mosphere at his residence
in Sarva Sukhi Colony
under the Cantonment
area on Sunday. The
event witnessed the par-
ticipation of family
members, public repre-
sentatives, youth leaders,
professionals, and well-
wishers, who gathered in
large numbers to convey
their heartfelt wishes.

The celebrations began
with a traditional cake-
cutting ceremony, fol-
lowed by the distribution
of sweets among guests
and supporters. The event
reflected the affection
and goodwill Bandi
Vinay has earned through
his continued social serv-

ice activities.

Young businessman
Manmohan Yadav played
an active role in the cele-
brations, joining the
cake-cutting ceremony
and extending his best
wishes to Vinay for a
successful future. His
presence added enthusi-

asm to the occasion.
Several prominent per-
sonalities attended the
event, including L. Girija
Shankar, President of
Mala Mahanadu; DP Sri-
nivasa Rao, Telangana
State Co-Convenor of
Ambedkar Sena; Sindha-
nur Vishwashanth, Offi-
cial Spokesperson of
Secunderabad Mahankali
District Yuva Morcha;
Varun Kutchan, Senior
Youth Congress leader;
software professionals
Raja Bhushan, Sairam,
and Verma; and Rama-
dugu Venkat, Senior
Journalist and TUWJ
City Vice President.
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CJP Founder
Thanks
Supporters After
37-Day Protest

Cockroach Janta Party
(CJP) founder Abhijeet
Dipke on Sunday
thanked supporters
after the conclusion of
the 37-day protest at
Jantar Mantar, saying
he could finally “sleep
peacefully” without wor-
rying about what would
happen next. In a video
message, Dipke ex-
pressed gratitude to
students, volunteers
and supporters who had
participated in the agita-
tion over the alleged
NEET paper leak.

He said the end of the
protest had brought re-
lief after weeks of un-
certainty but maintained
that the movement’s
larger objectives re-
mained unfinished. The
agitation ended after
Union education minis-
ter Dharmendra Prad-
han resigned, one of
the key demands raised
by the protesters. Dipke
described the outcome
as only the beginning
and said the party
would continue to raise
issues affecting stu-
dents and young
people.
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Facial Tech At Protest

4

Sparks Privacy Row

NEW DELHI
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Even as the CRPF reportedly ex-
amines allegations of “unjusti-
fied” and excessive force,
including the use of pellet guns
by Rapid Action Force person-
nel, the Delhi Police’s deploy-
ment of facial recognition
technology during the July 20
student protest has triggered a
wider debate over surveillance,
privacy and civil liberties. De-
fending the use of Al-enabled
Facial Recognition System cam-
eras, DP-Drishti and Ikshana
surveillance vans, and mobile
command vehicles, Delhi police
said the technology helped iden-
tify more than 2,500 people with
criminal backgrounds and pre-
vented anti-social elements from
entering the protest site.

Student organisations and digi-
tal-rights advocates have ques-
tioned the deployment of facial
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recognition systems at a public
demonstration. They argued that
indiscriminate scanning of pro-
testers, particularly in the ab-
sence of a clearly defined legal
framework, could undermine
privacy and have a chilling ef-
fect on the constitutional right to
peaceful assembly.

The parallel controversies over

crowd-control methods and tech-
nology-driven surveillance have
intensified calls for accountabil-
ity and greater transparency over
the conduct of security agencies
during the protest.

The Delhi Police has also indi-
cated that its investigation into
the alleged conspiracy behind
the clashes will continue even if
the cases registered over the pro-
test are withdrawn.

Investigators are reportedly ex-
amining CCTV footage, digital
evidence, mobile phone records
and witness accounts to identify
those suspected
of planning or instigating the vi-
olence. Official figures put the
number of injured students at
nearly 70, including one pro-
tester who reportedly lost an eye
after being hit by pellets. Police,
however, claimed that around
200 security personnel were also
injured in the clashes.

TET Paper Leak
Mastermind Arrested In Bihar

NEW DELHI
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Following a three-week
manhunt, the Thane Po-
lice on Saturday arrested
the alleged mastermind
behind the Teacher Eligi-
bilityTest (TET) paper
leak, Bijendra Gupta, in
Bihar along with his as-
sociate, Indrajit Singh.
With these arrests, the
total number of accused
held in the case has risen
to 14. A senior police of-
ficer said both men were
produced before a Bhi-
wandi court, which re-
manded them in police
custody until July 30.
Police are also searching
for a few others in Maha-
rashtra who allegedly
agreed to purchase the
leaked question
papers.According to the
police, Gupta, the prime
accused in the case reg-
istered at Kongaon police
station in Bhiwandi, had
been absconding since
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the paper leak came to
light two days before the
examination. Acting on
technical surveillance,
mobile location tracking,
intelligence inputs and
coordination with the
Bihar Police, a special
team traced and arrested
Gupta and Singh in
Patna. “Gupta and Singh
were taken to Hawai
Adda Police Station in
Patna before being flown
to Pune early on Sat-
urday. They were then
brought to Bhiwandi,”
the officer said.

The investigation has re-
vealed that Gupta and
Singh allegedly played a
key role in leaking the
TET question paper in

conspiracy with pre-
viously arrested accused
Dheeraj, Akash and Ra-
jeev. Investigators are
now probing the wider
network behind the
racket and attempting to
identify other beneficiar-
ies and conspirators. The
TET examination was
scheduled for June 28.
However, the leak was
uncovered in Bhiwandi
two days earlier after po-
lice received a tip-off that
three persons had arrived
in the city to sell the
question paper. The trio
was detained on June 27,
and the question papers
recovered from them
were later confirmed to
be genuine by the Maha-
rashtra State Examina-
tion Council. The
examination was sub-
sequently postponed.
Deputy Commissioner of
Police (Bhiwandi Di-
vision-II) Pawan Ban-
sode said.

France And Spain Wildfires

More Than 250,000 People Are Forced To Flee Homes
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France sent a hulking mil-
itary cargo plane to dump
tons of flame retardants as
it battled raging wildfires
on Saturday and slashed
the final stage of Tour de
France to redeploy secu-
rity personnel to the
blazes that forced tens of
thousands of people to
flee their homes. The la-
test wildfires in southern
Europe this week have
displaced more than
250,000 people, including
some 70,000 people who
were evacuated in central
Spain. One man died in
Manises, the municipality
reported on its Facebook
page, the first death so far
in the blazes.

In France, the giant
A400M transporter
swooped in low, its long
plume of ochre-colored
retardant trailing over
drought-hit woodlands in
the southwest as fire
crews on the ground
fought flames that au-
thorities feared could
spread toward the wine
region city of Bordeaux.
Race organizers and the
Paris police department
announced a truncated
21st and final stage on
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Sunday for the three-week
Tour, France's most fa-
mous annual sporting
event, reflecting the im-
mense strain that two
large fires in the south-
west are causing for emer-
gency services.

Tour riders will race Sun-
day inside Paris, rather
than starting from Thoiry,
west of the capital, on a
circuit of 89 kilometers
(55 miles) — down by a
third from the 133-kilo-
meter (82.5-mile) route
that had been planned.
Part of the race's security
detail will instead “re
inforce the response ef-
forts in the areas affected
by the wildfires,” accord-
ing to the statement an-
nouncing the “exceptional
measures made necessary
by the situation." Shifting
winds raise concerns for

Bordeaux With winds ex-
pected to shift in a west-
to-east direction on
Saturday afternoon, po-
tentially driving flames
closer to Bordeaux, fire
crews and authorities
were digging trenches,
using retardants and tak-
ing other blaze-blocking
steps, French Interior
Minister Laurent Nunez
said, predicting a “long
and very difficult” battle.
He said the fire was about
30 kilometers (20 miles)
west of the city and lost
some of its intensity over-
night. The prefect of the
Gironde region that in-
cludes Bordeaux said the
blaze grew into “a fire-
storm" on Friday after ig-
niting earlier this week
and cautioned that it “re
mains dangerous" even
though firefighters were

making progress.

The government mo-
bilized soldiers to join fire
crews and was rushing in
1.5 million face masks to
protect against choking
smoke. Authorities or-
dered people between the
fire and Bordeaux to
evacuate, including from
parts of the city’s western
suburbs and other towns
and villages. Prime Minis-
ter Sébastien Lecornu de-
scribed the fires as
unprecedented and said
the Gironde blaze became
so strong on Friday that it
had begun generating its
own winds. Firefighting
teams were being re-
inforced with the addition
of hundreds of soldiers
and breathing masks to
filter out potentially nox-
ious smoke particles were
being rushed to those ex-
posed, Lecornu said. In
Bordeaux, authorities
took in thousands of evac-
uees, offering them food
and shelter in an exhi-
bition center, and the
city’s mayor said it could
be equipped to welcome
as many as 10,000 people
if that became necessary.
The city's airport said it
remained open but that its
bus and tram services
were suspended.
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World-renowned Swedish
climate activist Greta
Thunberg expressed sol-
idarity with the Indian
youth who led a move-
ment against the au-
thorities for the

irregularities in conduct-
ing the national-level
competitive exams.
Speaking at a meeting or-
ganised by SFI in London
in support of the students'
protest at Jantar Mantar,
she said: "The Indian stu-
dents made the youth ac-
ross the globe proud as
they stood united for a

Greta Thunberg Expresses Solidarity With Indian Students' Exam

cause, giving hope on
what can be accomplished
when people come to-
gether and resist." The In-
dian students' struggle for
justice and democracy and
liberation is also our
struggle. So we need to
come together and raise
our voice in solidarity
with India.

Maharashtra Congress chief targets
Gadkari over ethanol-blended fuel

NEW DELHI
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Maharashtra Congress
president Harshwardhan
Sapkal on Sunday de-
manded the resignation of
Union Road Transport and
Highways Minister Nitin
Gadkari, alleging that the
Centre's ethanol-blended
fuel policy has caused
widespread damage to ve-
hicles and benefited etha-
nol-producing companies
at the expense of ordinary
citizens.Addressing a
press conference in Buld-
hana, Sapkal claimed that
motorists using ethanol-
blended petrol and diesel
had suffered significant
damage to their vehicles.
He alleged that while con-
sumers bore the repair
costs, companies man-
ufacturing ethanol made

huge profits under the
government's blending
programme.Drawing a
parallel with the resigna-
tion of Dharmendra Prad-
han following the
NEET-UG paper leak con-
troversy, Sapkal argued
that Gadkari should also
step down over what he
described as an "ethanol
scam."

He accused the Centre of
promoting a policy that

amounted to both "corrup-
tion" and "harassment" of
citizens.The Congress
leader further urged Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
to apologise to vehicle
owners who, according to
him, faced financial losses
due to the use of ethanol-
blended fuel.

He maintained that the
government's ethanol pol-
icy had failed to protect
consumers while benefit-
ing private interests.

The controversy revolves
around the Centre's E20
ethanol-blending pro-
gramme, which aims to
blend up to 20 percent
ethanol with petrol to re-
duce dependence on im-
ported crude oil, lower
emissions,

and support sugarcane
farmers. Critics have
raised concerns over re-

duced fuel efficiency, pos-
sible engine wear in older
vehicles, and the compati-
bility of certain vehicles
with higher ethanol
blends.

The Union government,
however, has consistently
defended the policy, stat-
ing that E20 fuel is safe
for vehicles designed or
certified for its use. It has
also clarified that there are
no immediate plans to in-
crease ethanol blending
beyond 20 percent. Ac-
cording to the govern-
ment, the initiative
promotes cleaner fuel, en-
hances

India's energy security,
and provides additional
income opportunities for
farmers while reducing
the country's reliance on
fossil fuel imports.

Modi Urges Youth.......

Modi said the programme involved
youth from different districts trav-
elling to villages in border states.
“When the youth of the country
connects with the land, it makes
the vision of a developed India
even more expansive. This youth,
in their heart, strengthens the re-
solve to live for the country, to do
something for the country,” he
said. He said participants from
nearly 250 districts had taken part
in the programme and highlighted
the role of the MY Bharat platform
in connecting youth across the
country.

Referring to border regions, the
Prime Minister said these areas had
strong developmental aspirations
despite challenges. He noted that

the government now considers bor-
der villages as the country’s “first
villages”. “We should be im-
mensely proud that even under
such severely deprived circum-
stances, the patriotism of the
people in the border villages never
weakened,” he said. Highlighting
infrastructure development, he said
improved access to electricity,
roads, water, gas connections and
internet was contributing to
changes in daily life and local
economies in these regions. The
programme is aimed at strengthen-
ing youth engagement with rural
areas and supporting development
in border regions.

State Okays %2,278....

Komatireddy also attributed the
project's progress to the special ini-

tiative of Chief Minister Revanth
Reddy, who ensured continuous
coordination with the defence
ministry, civil aviation ministry
and the Airports Authority of India.
The state government would bear
the entire cost of land acquisition
and infrastructure relocation. Ko-
matireddy said the district admin-
istration has been directed to
complete land acquisition and all
utility shifting works by December
31, 2026, paving the way for early
implementation of the airfield.
Stating that balanced regional de-
velopment remains the govern-
ment's priority, the minister said
the Adilabad Joint User Airfield
would become a game-changing
project for northern Telangana, en-
hancing connectivity, investment
prospects and economic growth ac-

ross the region.

Bewareo...................

Advising citizens to remain vig-
ilant, he said people should not
trust anyone claiming, “Pay money
and we will ensure house allot-
ment.” He also warned against
panic tactics used by fraudsters,
such as claiming deadlines like
“today is the last date” to force im-
mediate payments.

The commissioner further cau-
tioned against clicking on un-
known links received via
WhatsApp or SMS or installing
APK files, which can lead to mo-
bile hacking and financial loss. He
noted that cybercriminals may also

create fake websites resembling of-

ficial government portals. Under
the guise of assistance, fraudsters

may ask victims to download
screen-sharing applications such as
AnyDesk or TeamViewer to access
sensitive banking details. He
stressed that a UPI PIN is required
only for making payments and
never for receiving refunds.
Citizens were advised not to share
Aadhaar details,

bank information, or OTPs with
unknown individuals under any
circumstances. For clarifications
regarding the scheme, the govern-
ment has set up a dedicated help-
line at 040-24603572. In case of
cyber fraud, victims should imme-
diately call the toll-free helpline
1930 or lodge a complaint at
[www.cybercrime.gov.in](http://w
ww.cybercrime.gov.in) to help au-
thorities freeze the funds at the ear-
liest.

Lets GetGen Z.........

Referring to Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi’s political metaphor
‘Chappan inch ki Chaati’, the
Chief Minister said this was for the
second time, after apologising to
farmers, that Modi had to bow
down to people’s power. “Dhar-
mendra (Pradhan) was asked to
step down because otherwise, the
situation would have reached a
stage where Narendra (Modi)
would have to do it.” The Chief
Minister also demanded that Union
home minister Amit Shah must
apologise to the country for order-
ing police brutality against stu-
dents. Asked about the BJP
refusing to give any credit to the
Congress for the recent devel-
opments, Revanth Reddy said
Rahul Gandhi himself.
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Temple fire engulfs 17 toy shops,
19 pushkarts in Narketpally

HYDERABAD
Wakeup telangana

A major fire accident de-
stroyed 17 shops and 15
pushcarts at the foothill
of the Sri Parvathi Jadala
Ramalingeswara Swamy
Temple in Chervugattu,
Narketpally mandal of
Nalgonda district,
shortly after midnight on
Saturday.

The incident caused an
estimated property loss
of around 2.5 crore,
though no casualties
were reported as the
shops were closed when
the fire broke out.Ac-
cording to the police, the
blaze is suspected to
have originated in a toy
shop due to a short cir-
cuit. Within minutes, the
flames spread rapidly to
the adjacent shops, most

of which were selling
toys, devotional items,
and other merchandise
for temple visitors. The
intensity of the fire left
little time for interven-
tion, reducing the entire
row of shops to
ashes.The fire also en-
gulfed 15 pushcarts
parked beside the shops,
adding to the extent of
the destruction.
Residents living near
the temple were jolted
awake after two LPG
cylinders stored inside
the shops exploded with
a loud, bomb-like sound,
triggering panic in the
surrounding area. For-
tunately, no one was in-
side the shops at the
time, preventing what
could have been a major
tragedy.

After receiving infor-

mation about the inci-
dent, the Fire Services
Department rushed three
fire engines to the spot.
Firefighters battled the
flames for several hours
before bringing the blaze
under control and pre-
venting it from spread-
ing further.Government
Whip Vemula Veeresham
visited the accident site
on Sunday and inspected
the damaged shops.

He interacted with the
affected shopkeepers,
consoled them over their
losses, and assured them
that the State govern-
ment would extend all
possible assistance to
help them recover from
the devastation. Veere-
sham also instructed of-
ficials to conduct a
detailed assessment of
the damage and ensure

prompt support to the
victims. He directed au-
thorities to take preven-
tive measures, including
improving electrical
safety

and fire protection ar-
rangements, to avoid
similar incidents in the
future at the Chervugattu
temple premises, which
attracts thousands of
devotees during festivals
and special
occasions.Police have
registered a case and ini-
tiated an investigation to
determine the exact
cause of the

fire. Officials are ex-
amining the electrical in-
stallations in the affected
shops, while revenue au-
thorities are assessing
the losses suffered by the
traders.

Seven Arrested In Businessman Murder Case

HYDERABAD
Wakeup telangana

The Warangal police have
cracked the sensational
murder case of business-
man Adupu Mahesh, who
was allegedly set ablaze
after being doused with
petrol, with the arrest of
seven accused. One more
suspect is still abscond-
ing, Police Commissioner
N. Shwetha said on Sun-
day. According to the po-
lice, the prime accused,
Patti Kumaraswamy alias
Kumar, allegedly har-
boured a longstanding
grudge against Mahesh, a
businessman from NTR
Nagar in Enumamula.

Kumar reportedly sus-
pected that Mahesh was
spreading false infor-
mation about him, affect-
ing his political standing
with a local public repre-
sentative. Driven by this
alleged rivalry, Kumar is
said to have conspired
with his associates to
eliminate Mahesh.

Police said that on the
night of July 18, the ac-
cused intercepted Mahesh
near Road No. 2 in Pari-
mala Colony, poured
petrol on him and set him
on fire. He suffered criti-
cal burn injuries and suc-
cumbed while undergoing
treatment at a hospital the
following evening. Based

on a complaint lodged by
Mabhesh's wife, Adupu
Nagalakshmi, the Gee-
sugonda police registered
a murder case and formed
special teams to investi-
gate. Seven accused, in-
cluding Kumar, have been
arrested and remanded to
judicial custody, while
another accused, Suresh,
remains absconding.
Commissioner Shwetha
said efforts are on to ap-
prehend the remaining ac-
cused and complete the
investigation swiftly to
ensure stringent punish-
ment. She also appreci-
ated the Mamnoor ACP,
Task Force officials and
Geesugonda police.

Auto Driver Jailed for
20 Years in Minor
Assault Case

The Rangareddy district
Fast-Track Special Court on
Monday sentenced Shadna-
gar Arun, an autorickshaw
driver from Hanuman Nagar
Colony, Rajendranagar, to
20 years’ rigorous imprison-
ment for abducting and sex-
ually assaulting a minor.
The court also imposed a
fine of 8,000 and directed
payment of ¥3 lakh com-
pensation to the victim. Po-
lice said that on February
12, 2019, Arun lured the vic-
tim with a false promise of
marriage, took her to a tem-
ple, and performed a sham
marriage.

He then subjected her to re-
peated sexual assault de-
spite knowing she was
underage.

19-Year-Old Youth
Dies by Suicide in
Kapra

A 19-year-old youth alleg-
edly died by suicide at his
residence in BJR Nagar,
Ambedkar Nagar, Kapra,
on Sunday night. Accord-
ing to the police, the de-
ceased, Lingala Ganesh,
was alone at home after
his parents had gone to
their native village in Ya-
dadri Bhuvanagiri district,
while his siblings were
staying at a relative's
house. When Ganesh did
not respond to phone calls
during the night, the family
assumed he was asleep.
On Monday morning, the
victim's father, Lingala Ra-
mulu, was informed by his
elder son that Ganesh had
allegedly hanged himself.

HC Fines Retired Teacher Rs 1
Lakh for Abusing Gourt Process

HYDERABAD
Wakeup telangana

The Telangana High
Court has imposed costs
of 1 lakh on a retired
government school
teacher for suppressing
material facts and misus-
ing the judicial process.
Justice E.V. Venugopal
dismissed a writ petition
filed by P. Srinivas, a re-
tired school assistant, and
directed him to pay the
amount to the Govern-
ment Girls' School for the

Blind, Malakpet, within
one month. The petitioner,
who had earlier served as
headmaster of a Mandal
Parishad Upper Primary
School in Nirmal district,
sought action against a
fellow teacher alleging
violations of service rules
and dereliction of duty
based on incidents said to
have occurred in 2016.
Counsel for the petitioner
argued that disciplinary
proceedings should have
been initiated. However,
the government pleader

informed the court that an
inquiry had already been
initiated and sought time
to complete the process.
After examining the
record, the court noted
that the petitioner had
raised the complaints only
in 2022 and 2023, several
years after his retirement
in 2017, and had remained
silent during his
service.The court also ob-
served that cross-com-
plaints existed between
the petitioner and the re-
spondent.

lllegal Borewells Drying Hyderabad's Lifeline

HYDERABAD
Wakeup telangana

Growing concern is being
expressed over the rapid
depletion of groundwater
in Hyderabad, SCAC alle-
ging that the unchecked
proliferation of illegal and
excess borewells has se-
verely affected the city's
water resources. SCAC
have questioned whether
negligence in enforce-
ment, and alleged corrup-
tion practices involving
collusion between certain
officials and borewell op-
erators within the Mandal
Revenue Department,

have contributed to the
worsening groundwater
Crisis.

According to ground-
water experts, excessive
extraction of groundwater
through unauthorised
borewells, coupled with
rapid urbanisation, con-
cretisation, and inade-
quate groundwater
recharge, has pushed sev-

eral mandals in Hydera-
bad into the "over-ex-
ploited" category. Do you
know in some premises 5,

6 illegally borewells were
also drilled.SCAC have
demanded a comprehen-
sive survey to identify il-
legal borewells, strict
enforcement of ground-
water regulations, and
criminal action against
those operating unautho-
rised commercial bore-
wells.

They also urged the au-
thorities to strengthen
rainwater harvesting
measures and improve
monitoring to prevent

further depletion of
groundwater.SCAC warns
that unless illegal ground-
water extraction is effec-
tively controlled,
Hyderabad may face an
acute drinking water cri-
sis, forcing greater de-
pendence on water tankers
and increasing the burden
on residents. They have
called upon the State
Government and the
Revenue Department to
take immediate corrective
measures to protect the
city's groundwater re-
sources for future genera-
tions.

EDITORIAL

IS LATEST JOINT SECY REJIG
PAVING ROAD T0 20292

HYDERABAD
Wakeup telangana

The Centre’s latest ap-
pointment of 48 babus
at the joint secretary
level across ministries
looks routine on the
surface. It isn’t. When
postings cut across ag-
riculture, commerce,
defence, civil aviation
and home, it’s less
about filling vacancies
and more about recal-
ibrating the govern-
ment’s operating
system. Joint sec-
retaries sit at that cru-
cial junction where
policy leaves the draw-
ing board and meets
the real world. Change
the people there, and
you often change how
things actually get
done.

The headline move is
the appointment of Har-
dik Satishchandra Shah
as private secretary to
Narendra Modi at the
joint secretary rank.
That’s not just a posting
— it's a signal. It tells
you who’s in the room
when decisions are
shaped, who filters in-
formation and who gets
to nudge priorities.
Clearly, this isn’t an iso-

lated reshuffle; it's part
of a longer game. The
Narendra Modi govern-
ment has been steadily
tightening coordination
across ministries, fa-
vouring officers who
deliver, move files effi-
ciently, and stay
aligned with the larger
political direction. With
another round of
changes expected later
this year, this looks like
scaffolding being put in
place for the road to
2029.

There’s a logic to it.
Governments don’t run
on announcements;
they run on execution.
And execution, in India,
is only as good as the
babu handling the file.
Put the right people in
the right slots, and
things move. Get it
wrong, and even flag-
ship schemes start
gathering dust. But let’s
not pretend this is
purely technocratic.
Babu reshuffles have
always doubled as po-
litical messaging.
There’s also the issue
of churn. Move people
around too often, and
institutional memory
takes a hit. Projects
that need steady hands

don’t always benefit
from musical chairs.
Still, the intent is hard
to miss. This is about
tightening the system,
placing trusted officers
where they matter
most, and getting the
machinery ready for the
next phase. Whether it
delivers sharper gov-
ernance or just
smoother optics will de-
pend on one simple
thing: Are these officers
empowered to act, or
just expected to
comply?

Bihar is about to do
what Indian states do
best when power
changes hands: reshuf-
fle the bureaucracy and
call it a reset. The dif-
ference this time?
There’s a clearer sense
of what that reset is
meant to achieve.
Bihar is about to do
what Indian states do
best when power
changes hands: reshuf-
fle the bureaucracy and
call it a reset.

The difference this
time? There’s a clearer
sense of what that
reset is meant to
achieve.

Former chief minister
Nitish Kumar has left a

deep imprint, but if the
early signals around
Samrat Choudhary
hold, this isn’t just
about moving babus
around. The idea is to
build a compact core
team,

bring in technocrats
who understand indus-
try, and push Bihar to-
ward manufacturing-led
growth, which it has
long promised but
rarely delivered. The
logic is sound. States
like Gujarat and Tamil
Nadu didn'’t attract in-
vestment by accident.
They got the basics
right — land, power,
roads — and ensured
the bureaucracy didn’t
become a bottleneck.
Bihar, for all its am-
bition,

has struggled precisely
here. The sectoral
focus on food process-
ing, textiles and auto-
mobiles is sensible.
These are scalable,
job-heavy industries.
But sectors don’t grow
because policy says so.
They grow when busi-
nesses can actually set
up shop without getting
lost in paperwork.

REAM

(4] f
2 RAREB

YES! HIS CHANCES
FOR LIFE, I DONT THIN
HE'(L PULL THROUGH
1 THINK HE'S DgglE

\

DEATH IN THIS CASE IS A

BLESSING NOT ONLY TO HIS WIF

BUT 7O “THE WHOLE COMMUN
HE WAS ABSOLUTELY NO GOOD,

n

o

WA

7l
\ _ W \\“ \{

i

- ag
[N -
" Q‘\-"“\\'

\

Gok THE

\ES, HIS PULSE 15
AT A STANDSTILL.HE
{5 A GONER DOC,

[ BY SILAS
4

NOTIEY -HIS WIDOW.
FROM WHAT | HEAR SHE

WE MIGHT AS WEILL

NT BE SORRY. HE
WAZ R ISGH LIVER

0

-.37,,.",,“: |
)

flf%\%/j@/ A

i3

HE LOOKS NAT-
URAL BUT WHO
WOULDN'T WITH

HE& LcoHoL

N
BN
v AN

‘§ 1

i

\ \\\\\\

LAND D LIVIN!

A CHEESE

\GHT: O
Y

QH! OH! MARY! TLL

BE GOOP! I'LL BE GOOD,

»\ OH! SHUCKS! ITs A |4
DREAM, GOOD! I ATE

PIE LAST
Hi OH! WHAT )




CITY/BUSSINESS

:

Wake Up Telangana | HYDERABAD | MONDAY | JULY 27, 2026

6

US Fed decision, West ﬂSia conflict
to steer markets this week

Stock markets are expected to remain driven by developments in the West Asia conflict, crude oil prices, the US Federal Reserve's policy

decision and domestic earnings this week. Investors will also monitor June [IP data and key corporate quarterly results for market direction

HYDERABAD
Wakeup telangana

Developments around
the West Asia conflict,
crude oil prices and the
US Fed interest rate
decision will be the key
drivers of market
movement this week,
analysts said.

Besides, quarterly
earnings will drive sen-
timent in the market,
they added.
“Developments sur-
rounding the US-Iran
conflict, shipping activ-
ity through the Strait of
Hormuz, and move-
ments in crude oil
prices will remain key
drivers of global risk
sentiment. In addition,
investors will closely
monitor the US Federal
Reserve’s policy meet-

28824

(YT iiIE R

s
._-‘
b
-

ing, where interest rate
guidance and commen-
tary on inflation will be
critical for global mar-
kets,” Ajit Mishra, SVP,
Research, Religare
Broking Ltd, said.

On the domestic front,
market participants will
track June Industrial
Production (IIP) data,
he added.

Major companies re-
porting earnings this

week include Coal
India, BEL, Larsen &
Toubro, Hindustan Un-
ilever, Adani Enter-
prises, Asian Paints,
Adani Ports, Bajaj Fi-
nance, Mahindra & Ma-
hindra, Tata Steel,
Maruti Suzuki, ITC and
Sun Pharma, Pravesh
Gour, Senior Technical
Analyst at Swastika In-
vestmart Ltd, said.
“Investor attention in

the week ahead is ex-
pected to remain firmly
anchored on devel-
opments in the Middle
East, with the escalat-
ing conflict between the
US and Iran continuing
to dominate global mar-
ket sentiment. The
sharp rise in crude oil
prices has revived con-
cerns over inflation,
economic growth and
the outlook for mone-
tary policy, keeping in-
vestors in a defensive,
risk-averse stance,”
Ponmudi R, CEO, En-
rich Money, an online
trading and wealth tech
firm, said.

The US Federal Re-
serve’s policy meeting
will be the defining
macro event of the
week. While markets
overwhelmingly expect

policymakers to leave
interest rates un-
changed, the recent
surge in energy prices
has prompted some in-
vestors to question
whether inflation risks
could remain elevated
for longer, he said.

“More important than
the rate decision itself
will be the Federal Re-
serve’s assessment of
the inflation outlook,
economic growth and
the likely trajectory of
monetary policy over
the coming quarters,”
Ponmudi added.

Last week, the BSE
benchmark Sensex
tanked 2,091.68 points,
or 2.67 per cent, and
the NSE Nifty declined
566.85 points, or 2.32
per cent.

Nepal allows citizens, Indians to
carry up to Rs 25,000 In post-2016
Indian currency notes

KHATMANDU
Wakeup telangana

Nepal has permitted In-
dian and Nepalese na-
tionals to bring into or
take out of the country In-
dian currency notes of Rs
200 and Rs 500 denomi-
nations up to a value of Rs
25,000, provided those
were issued on or after
November 9, 2016.

The Nepal Rastra Bank
(NRB), in a notice issued
on Thursday, said Indian
currency notes of Rs 500
and Rs 1,000 denomi-
nations issued before No-
vember 9, 2016, remain
prohibited in Nepal.

However, Indian currency
notes of Rs 200 and Rs
500 issued after No-
vember 9, 2016, can be
carried, brought into or
taken out of Nepal by Ne-
pali or Indian citizens up
to a limit of INR 25,000
per person, in accordance
with prevailing regula-

tions, it said.

Though the provisions
were already notified by
NRB through a notice
published in the Nepal
Gazette on February 11,
the central bank on Thurs-
day issued the fresh notice
reiterating the regulations
and clarifying its imple-
mentation.

Clarifying the new rules,
NRB spokesperson Guru
Prasad Paudel said on Sat-
urday that Nepalese na-
tionals cannot bring
Indian currency into
Nepal from any country
other than India. Like-
wise, they cannot carry In-
dian currency from Nepal
to a third country, except
India.

He said the new provision
would facilitate Indian
tourists visiting Nepal and
Nepalese nationals en-
gaged in trade and busi-
ness with India.

The latest move eases re-
strictions on the move-

ment of Indian currency
between the two neigh-
bouring countries, which
share close people-to-
people ties and an open
border. India is Nepal’s
largest trading partner and
source of tourists, while
thousands of Nepalese cit-
izens work, study and
conduct business in India.

The notice also said Ne-
palese nationals and for-
eign visitors can bring up
to USD 5,000 or its equiv-
alent in other foreign cur-
rencies into Nepal without
making a customs declara-
tion. Amounts exceeding
USD 5,000 must be de-
clared to customs upon ar-
rival.

India had demonetised Rs
500 and Rs 1,000 cur-
rency notes on November
8, 2016, replacing them
with redesigned Rs 500
notes and introducing new
Rs 2,000 notes, which
have since been with-
drawn from circulation.

Sensex

NEW DELHI
Wakeup telangana

The Indian stock mar-
ket is expected to re-
main under pressure in
the coming week after
benchmark indices
posted sharp losses
amid rising crude oil
prices, geopolitical ten-
sions, weak banking
stocks, and mixed cor-
porate earnings. Ana-
lysts believe investors
are likely to stay cau-
tious, with the Sensex
and Nifty approaching

faces resistance at 70,500 as market pressure persists

crucial technical sup-
port zones that could
determine the market's
near-term direction. The
BSE Sensex ended the
previous week at
76,059.77, declining
2.68 percent, while the
NSE Nifty 50 slipped
2.33 percent to settle at
23,767.45. The correc-
tion erased the gains
made during the pre-
vious week and pushed
the Sensex below the
psychologically signifi-
cant 77,000 mark, re-
flecting growing

concerns over global
and domestic market
conditions.Technical
analysts said the 76,300
level has now emerged
as an immediate resist-
ance for the Sensex. On
the downside, support is
expected in the 75,800—
75,700 range, and if the
index falls below this
zone, it could slide
further toward 75,500—
75,400. Sustained
weakness below these
levels may trigger ad-
ditional selling pres-
sure.For the Nifty,

analysts noted that the

datlon band of 23 800—

index has broken below 24,400 and tested sup-

the lower end of its
month-long consoli-

port near the rising
trendline around 23,600

before recovering
slightly at the close.
The 23,600 level is now
seen as a crucial sup-
port. A decisive break
below it could accel-
erate the correction to-
ward the previous
swing low near
23,100.0n the upside,
the Nifty is expected to
face immediate resist-
ance in the 24,000—
24,100 zone, while
24,400 remains a
stronger hurdle that
bulls need to overcome
for a meaningful recov-

ery.Market sentiment
during the past week re-
mained subdued as
global crude oil prices
climbed amid renewed
geopolitical tensions,
raising concerns over
inflation and import
costs. Mixed first-
quarter earnings from
major banking com-
panies further damp-
ened investor
confidence, while the
weakening rupee and a
broader global risk-off
environment limited
buying interest.Despite

the cautious outlook,
analysts believe resil-
ient domestic macro-
economic fundamentals
and stock-specific op-
portunities emerging
from the ongoing earn-
ings season could pro-
vide selective support.
However, overall mar-
ket direction will con-
tinue to depend on
global developments,
corporate earnings, for-
eign investor activity,
and crude oil price
movements in the days
ahead.

Honda Brings

Premium SUV Z

R-V To

Woo Millenmals

HYDERABAD
Wakeup telangana

Japanese car giant,
Honda has re-entered the
premium SUV segment
in the world’s third
largest car market with
its flag-ship Honda ZR-
V e:HEV priced at Rs
47.99 lakh at Delhi
showroom to woo mil-
lennials. “The first two
batches allotted to India
have been sold out,” said
Kunal Behl, Vice Pres-
ident, Marketing & Sales
at Honda Cars India,
adding that the customer
response to the new
SUV has been encourag-
ing.

He said deliveries of the
imported hybrid car from
Japan have already
started after bookings
were opened in May.
The Honda ZR-V is a
midsize SUV, rivalling
Volkswagen Tiguan and
Skoda Kodiaq, even
though its pricing is at
the higher end of the
segment due to import
duties unlike locally as-
sembled competitors.
The Honda ZR-V is
powered by a 2.0-litre,
4-cylinder petrol engine
paired with two electric
motors. It has a com-

bined output of 181 BHP
and 315 Nm torque.
Power goes to the front
wheels via an e-CVT. It
has paddle shifters for
battery regeneration.
The ZR-V comes
equipped with Honda
Sensing, the brand's
Level 2 ADAS suite,
which includes features
such as Collision Mitiga-
tion Braking System,
Adaptive Cruise Control,
Lane Keeping Assist
System and Road Depar-
ture Mitigation System.
The SUV also gets a
360-degree camera, 8
airbags and

TPMS. It features a
hexagonal grille with
vertical slats flanked by
LED headlamps with in-
tegrated L-shaped LED
DRLs. The SUV has
wraparound LED tail
lights, a roof spoiler and
a shark fin antenna. It
rides on

18-inch alloy wheels. In-
side, the ZR-V gets a
simple dashboard with
horizontal vents and a
free-standing

10.25-inch touchscreen
infotainment system. It
has a 3-spoke steering
wheel and a digital in-
strument cluster.

“Continental Hospitals’ ContiRun 2026
Inspires Commumty Fitness on Kargil Vijay Diwas

Around 800 participants join the community fitness initiative; winners honoured with cash prizes, medals and certificates

HYDERABAD
Wakeup telangana

Marking Kargil Vijay
Diwas, Continental Hos-
pitals successfully organ-
ized ContiRun 2026, a
community fitness initia-
tive led by its Department
of Internal Medicine (Pri-
mary Gate Keepers of
Health), bringing together
around 800 fitness enthu-
siasts, healthcare profes-
sionals, families, and
citizens to promote pre-
ventive healthcare,
healthy living, and aware-
ness on preventing
chronic diseases through
regular physical activity.
Held under the theme
“Run for Your Health —
Run for a Fit Com-
munity,” the event fea-
tured a 2K Fun Run and a
5K Timed Challenge Run.
The run commenced and
concluded at Continental
Hospitals, Gachibowli,
creating an energetic at-
mosphere that inspired
participants of all age
groups to embrace fitness
as a way of life.

The event was attended
by Dr. M. Ramesh, IPS,
Commissioner of Police,
Cyberabad, Mr. Ajay
Kumar, DIG, CISF, Hy-
derabad Airport, actor

Sree Vishnu, and actor,
powerlifter and fitness en-
thusiast Pragathi. The run
was formally flagged off
by Dr. M. Ramesh, IPS,
along with Mr. Raghu N.
Reddy, Director, Con-
tinental Hospitals, and
Pragathi.

Addressing the gathering,
Dr. M. Ramesh, IPS, ap-
preciated Continental
Hospitals for organizing a
fitness awareness run on
the occasion of Kargil
Vijay Diwas. He said it
was a commendable ini-
tiative that inspires people
to adopt healthier life-
styles and expressed hope
that Continental Hospitals
would continue organiz-
ing many more such com-
munity wellness events in
the future.

The competition wit-
nessed enthusiastic par-
ticipation and impressive
performances. In the SK

Timed Run, Ms. Rajesh-
wari secured the first
place, completing the race
in an impressive 19 mi-
nutes. Mr. Ramlakkan
Singh finished second,
while Ms. M. Uma se-
cured the third position. In
the 2K Fun Run, Mr.
Akash emerged as the
winner, followed by Mr.
Naidu in second place and
Mr. Pradeep in third.

The winners were pre-
sented with cash prizes,
certificates, and medals,
with the first prize carry-
ing X10,000, second prize
%7,500, and third prize
%5,000 in both race cate-
gories. The prizes and
medals were presented by
Mr. Ajay Kumar, DIG,
CISF, Hyderabad Airport,
and actor Sree Vishnu.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Mr. Raghu N.
Reddy, Director, Con-
tinental Hospitals, who

actively participated in the
run along with the distin-
guished guests, said,
“ContiRun 2026 reflects
Continental Hospitals’ un-
wavering commitment to
promoting preventive
healthcare beyond hospi-
tal walls. It is heartening
to witness nearly 800
people coming together
on Kargil Vijay Diwas to
celebrate health, fitness,
and community spirit.
Regular physical activity
remains one of the most
effective ways to prevent
chronic diseases, and
through initiatives like
ContiRun, we hope to in-
spire individuals and fam-
ilies to make healthy
living a lifelong commit-
ment.”

Sharing his message, Dr.
Guru N. Reddy, Founder
& Chairman, Continental
Hospitals, who was away
from the city, said, “I am
delighted by the over-
whelming response to
ContiRun 2026 and con-
gratulate every participant
for taking a positive step
towards better health.
Running strengthens both
the body and the mind
while significantly reduc-
ing the risk of lifestyle
diseases.

Maruti To Boost Sales
With NewBrezza

MUMBAI
Wakeup telangana

Maruti Suzuki is betting
high on pushing sales
volume on its updated
compact SUV Brezza
priced aggressively af-
fordable at Rs 7.40 lakh
in a price conscious
world's third biggest car
market. "We have given
more torque, more
power and underbody
CNG kit to give more
luggage space to attract
young buyers," Partho
Banerjee, Senior execu-
tive officer, marketing
and sales, told Financial
Chronicle at the side-
lines of the launch on
Friday.

He said at present
Brezza was selling more
than 15,000 units per
month with a total mar-

ket size of 4 lakh units
monthly and this com-
pact SUV segment was
gaining sales momen-
tum. In fact, the launch
of the 2026 facelifted
Brezza marks the major
update for this second-
generation model intro-
duced in 2022.

"There is a strong de-
mand for compact
SUVs in the country,"”
Banerjee noted. About
3.97 lakh units of com-
pact SUVs were sold in
India in Q1 2027, grow-
ing 24 per cent year on
year and

Maruti is looking to
capitalize on this seg-
ment with its new
Brezza. Its competitors
are popular Tata Nexon,
Tata Punch and Hyundai
Creta, among others.
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Tollywood's Young Heroines
Spark Fierce Competition

Sreeleela, Krithi Shetty and
Keerthy Suresh. "Competi-
tion is inevitable in every
profession. Every actress
goes through highs and
lows. | don't want to single
out anyone, but one solid
hit can completely change
an actress's career trajec-
tory," he says.

At the same time, Mad-
hura Sreedhar cautions
young actresses against
letting early success
change their professional
approach. "One hit is
enough for some actresses
to demand a huge hike in
remuneration, travel with a
large personal staff and in-

ollywood is wit-
nessing the me-
teoric rise of a
new generation
of talented actresses, in-
cluding Meenakshi Chaud-
hary, Bhagyashri Borse,
Kayadu Lohar, Mamita
Baiju and Srinidhi Shetty.
Along with them, Anupama
Parameswaran and Telugu
actresses Sri Gouri Priya,
Shivani Nagaram, Faria
Abdullah and Manasa Va-
ranasi are making a strong
impact, making the compe-
tition among leading ladies
more intense than ever.
Producer-director Mad-
hura Sreedhar believes the
Telugu film industry needs
an even larger pool of ac-
tresses to meet the grow-
ing demand. "Finding the
right heroine has become
one of the biggest chal-
lenges, whether it is for a
star hero's film or a project
with a young actor. We

need more talented ac-
tresses because the de-
mand is increasing every
year," he says. Among the
frontrunners, Meenakshi
Chaudhary has strength-
ened her position with the
success of Lucky Baskhar
and Sankranthiki Vasthu-
nam, while continuing to
sign promising projects.
Bhagyashri Borse has also
emerged as one of the
most sought-after ac-
tresses after winning ap-
preciation for Kantha and
scoring commercial suc-
cess with Lenin.
Malayalam actress Mamita
Baiju, who earned popular-
ity among Telugu au-
diences with Dude, is all
set to make her Tollywood
debut opposite Suriya in
Viswanath and Sons. Kay-
adu Lohar has landed a
prestigious project with
Nani in The Paradise, while
KGF actress Srinidhi

Shetty impressed Telugu
audiences with HIT 3 and
is now awaiting the release
of Adarsha Kutumbam
alongside Venkatesh.
"These actresses are a
wonderful combination of
talent and glamour. Many
of them are also proving
themselves in multiple lan-
guages, which is a healthy
sign for the industry," says
Madhura Sreedhar.
However, he believes it is
too early to compare or
rank the new generation of
actresses. "They have cer-
tainly shown tremendous
promise, but rankings
come only after sustained
success over several
years. Right now, they are
all building their careers
and deserve time to estab-
lish themselves," he ex-
plains. The influx of fresh
talent has naturally intensi-
fied competition for estab-
lished actresses such as

sist on luxury accommoda-
tion. Producers end up
spending 40,000 to
50,000 extra every day on
their personal staff alone.
Young actresses should
manage success wisely
and appoint professional
managers who understand
long-term career planning.
Moving from a regular hotel
to a luxury suite after just
one hit unnecessarily in-
creases production costs
and is avoidable," he ob-
serves. Commenting on
the competition from Bolly-
wood actresses such as
Janhvi Kapoor, Rasha Tha-
dani and Shanaya Kapoor,
director Trinadha Rao, who
is working with Nargis
Fakhri and Kavya Thapar
in his upcoming film Nenu
Ready, says South ac-
tresses need not worry.
"Bollywood divas do only
selective Telugu films, so
South heroines.

Devil Wears Prada 2 OTT
India Release Date is Here

MUMBAI
Wakeup telangana

Two decades after "The
Devil Wears Prada" be-
came one of the most
beloved fashion films of
all time, its much-
awaited sequel is finally
set to make its OTT
debut. Earlier this year,
the film was released in
theatres and received an
overwhelmingly posi-
tive response from au-
diences. The sequel was
released on May 2,
2026, nearly two dec-
ades after the original
film, which hit cinemas
in 2006. The sequel
brings back the original
cast while placing the
beloved characters in a
vastly changed media
and fashion landscape.
Fans can once again
see "Miranda Priestly,"
"Andy Sachs," and

"Emily Charlton" shar-
ing the screen. The
Devil Wears Prada 2
will begin streaming on
JioHotstar in India from
July 29, 2026. The film
will also be released si-
multaneously on Dis-
ney+ and Hulu in select
international markets on
the same day. For
viewers in India, the
film will be available in
both English and Hindi
language. The story
picks up two decades
after the events of the
first film.

Andy Sachs is laid off
as a journalist and is
later hired as Runway's
features editor to help a
scandal-plagued and
struggling Miranda
Priestly navigate the
digital age. As they face
corporate interference
and a power struggle in-
volving former col-

league Emily Charlton,
Andy and Miranda join
forces to save the maga-
zine.

To the astonishment of
fans, the film also fea-
tures cameo appear-
ances by Lady Gaga,
Donatella Versace,
Marc Jacobs, Ciara,
Calum Harper, and Ash-
ley Graham. The second
installment reunites
many familiar faces
while introducing sev-
eral new ones.

The film is directed by
David Frankel and is
based on a story by
Lauren Weisberger. The
cast includes Meryl
Streep, Anne Hathaway,
Emily Blunt, Stanley
Tucci, Justin Theroux,
Kenneth Branagh, Lucy
Liu, B.J. Novak, Si-
mone Ashley, and Tra-
cie Thoms.

Suvarna ls Chief Of Hyderabac
Women's Cricket Selection Panel

HYDERABAD
Wakeup telangana

B. R. Suvarna Lakshmi
has been appointed chair-
person of the Hyderabad
Cricket Association’s
Women’s Selection Com-
mittee for the 2026-27
season, the HCA an-
nounced on Saturday.
“Anita Mishra, G. San-
geeta, M. Keertana and
Ekta Saxena are the other
members of the selection
panel which has been ap-
proved by the Single
Member Committee (Jus-
tice Naveen Rao),” HCA
secretary M. Jeevan
Reddy stated in a press re-
lease while expressing
“confidence that the com-
mittee would carry out its
responsibilities with the
highest standards of fair-
ness, transparency, inte-
grity and professionalism,
ensuring that deserving
talent is identified and
given the opportunity to
represent Hyderabad in
the Senior and Junior
Women’s teams.”

“The Women’s Selection
Committee will play a
vital role in strengthening
the women'’s cricket struc-
ture in Hyderabad. I wish
the Chairperson and all
members success in their
tenure and look forward
to their valuable contrib-
ution towards the con-
tinued growth and

development of women’s
cricket in the state,” he
added. Under Suvarna’s
leadership last season, the
Hyderabad U-19 women’s
team qualified for the
knockouts in One-dayers
while the U-15 girls qual-
ified for the knockouts in
the T20 tournament. Also,
five girls from the U-19
team were selected for
NCA camp and one girl
selected for India the U-
19 team.From the U-15
team, one girl got selected
for NCA camp. Four
players from the senior
women’s team found
places in the South Zone
side while four girls made
it to the Women’s Premier
League. Ishi, Diya clinch
regatta golds Hosts Se-
cunderabad Sailing Club
enjoyed a memorable out-
ing at 6th YAI GMR
Sports Youth Open Re-
gatta which concluded at
the Hussain Sagar Lake
on Saturday. Shringhari
Roy was the standout per-

former, winning the Opti-
mist Main girls’ title with
a flawless record, while
the Club also took gold in
the 420 girls’ class
through Ishi Gupta and
Diya Ajay Patel. B. Ravi
Kumar of the Telangana
Sailing Association dom-
inated the Optimist Main
boys’ fleet.The week also
carried an international
flavour, with Malaysia’s
Khairul Ilzani Mohd
Afendy taking silver in
the Optimist Main boys’
class. The regatta closed
with the Optimist team
racing, the most tactical
format in the sport, where
Trishna Sailing Club were
crowned champions after
a deciding final race
against the Telangana
Sailing Association. The
regatta, a National Rank-
ing Event, brought to-
gether 115 sailors in 105
boats from clubs across
India racing in the Opti-
mist, ILCA, 420 and 29er
classes.

[shan Kishan Sets Up 9o-Run Win Over
Zimbabwe As India Clinches T20 Series

MUMBAI
Wakeup telangana

Ishan Kishan hit 81 off
44 Dballs as India
crushed Zimbabwe by
90 runs in the second
Twenty20 and clinched
the three-match series
with a game to spare on
Saturday. Kishan struck
nine fours and two
sixes as India piled up
219-5. Tilak Varma
contributed 60 not out
off 29 balls, including
three sixes, while the
15-year-old Vaibhav
Sooryavanshi made a
speedy 20. In reply,
Zimbabwe was bowled
out for 129 in 17.5
overs.

India debutant Yash
Thakur picked up 2-30,
Abhishek Sharma took
3-17 and Prince Yadav
claimed 2-10 in 1.2
overs before walking
off with an injured
hamstring. Put into bat,
Sooryavanshi provided
a blistering start, hitting
three fours and one six
in the powerplay, but
Sharma fell to Blessing
Muzarabani for the sec-
ond match running.
Muzarabani then caught
Sooryavanshi off Rich-

ard Ngarava as India
slipped to 29-2.
Kishan, however, put
on 66 off 42 balls with
skipper Shreyas lyer,
who scored 25 before
being caught at back-
ward point off Brian
Bennett. It brought
Kishan and Varma to-
gether and they added
94 off 43 balls for the
fourth wicket. Kishan
scored his 13th T20
half-century off 31 de-
liveries, while Varma
hit three sixes to race to
his half-century off 23
balls.Kishan fell in the
18th over but Varma
saw India past 200.

Zimbabwe’s reply
never really took off.
Bennett made 32 off 19
balls, including three
fours and three sixes,
but didn’t get much
support. India won the
first T20 on Thursday
by seven wickets. The
third game is on Sun-
day at the same venue.
Ishan Kishan hit 81 off
44 balls as India
crushed Zimbabwe by
90 runs in the second
Twenty20 and clinched
the three-match series
with a game to spare on
Saturday. Kishan struck
nine fours and two
sixes as India piled up

219-5. Tilak Varma
contributed 60 not out
off 29 balls, including
three sixes, while the
15-year-old Vaibhav
Sooryavanshi made a
speedy 20. In reply,
Zimbabwe was bowled
out for 129 in 17.5
overs.India debutant
Yash Thakur picked up
2-30, Abhishek Sharma
took 3-17 and Prince
Yadav claimed 2-10 in
1.2 overs before walk-
ing off with an injured
hamstring. Put into bat,
Sooryavanshi provided
a blistering start, hitting
three fours and one six
in the powerplay, but

Sharma fell to Blessing
Muzarabani for the sec-
ond match running.
Muzarabani then caught
Sooryavanshi off Rich-
ard Ngarava as India
slipped to 29-2.

Kishan, however, put
on 66 off 42 balls with
skipper Shreyas lyer,
who scored 25 before
being caught at back-
ward point off Brian
Bennett. It brought
Kishan and Varma to-
gether and they added
94 off 43 balls for the
fourth wicket. Kishan
scored his 13th T20
half-century off 31 de-
liveries, while Varma
hit three sixes to race to
his half-century off 23
balls.

Kishan fell in the 18th
over but Varma saw
India past 200. Zimba-
bwe’s reply never really
took off. Bennett made
32 off 19 balls, includ-
ing three fours and
three sixes, but didn’t
get much support. India
won the first T20 on
Thursday by seven
wickets. The third game
is on Sunday at the
same venue.
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Rail connectivity to Komuravelly will
hoost spirtual tourism: Kishan Reddy

Union Minister G Kishan Reddy inaugurated the Komuravelly railway station and said improved rail connectivity would boost temple tourism and

3

benefit farmers. He also announced infrastructure upgrades, electrification works and progress on railwa

rojects, including extensions towards.

HYDERABAD
Wakeup telangana

Union Minister for Coal
and Mines G Kishan
Reddy inaugurated the
Komuravelly railway sta-
tion on Sunday. Address-
ing the gathering, he said
spiritual tourism to the
Komuravelly temple
would get a boost with
railway connectivity, as
rail travel was relatively
much cheaper than other
modes of transport.
Stating that the railway
station has just one plat-
form now, Reddy said
railway authorities would
construct two additional
platforms and a loop line.
The Union Minister said
the South Central Railway

would take up the electri-
fication of the Kothapalli-
Manoharabad railway line
with an outlay of Rs 330
crore, apart from spending
another Rs 40 crore on ad-
ditional platforms and a
loop line at the Komu-
ravelly railway station.
Since the temple is lo-

cated a few kilometres
away from the railway
station, the Union Minis-
ter asked the railway au-
thorities to operate special
buses from the railway
station to the temple whe-
never trains stop there. He
further said the rail con-
nectivity would help

farmers transport their
produce to Hyderabad and
other places without any
difficulty.

The Union Minister said
the railway line works up
to Sircilla would be com-
pleted by the end of this
year. Thereafter, he said,
the railway line would be
extended up to the Vemu-
lawada temple and Kotha-
palli in a phased manner.

Explaining the Centre’s
efforts to provide rail con-
nectivity to the Yadadri
temple, he said it had
sanctioned Rs 500 crore
to provide MMTS rail
connectivity to the tem-
ple. Reddy asked the State
government to expedite
land acquisition for the
project.

Giving Telangana top pri-
ority, the Union Minister
said the Centre had al-
lotted three bullet train
projects to the State apart
from introducing multiple
Vande Bharat trains.
Reddy also elaborated on
the various railway proj-
ects being undertaken in
Telangana.

Union Minister of State
for Home Affairs Bandi
Sanjay, Rajya Sabha
member Dr K Lakshman,
Medak MP M Raghunan-
dan Rao, Bhongir MLA
Chamala Kiran Kumar
Reddy, former Governor
Bandaru Dattatreya, MLC
Anji Reddy and Jangaon
MLA Palla Rajeshwar
Reddy were present.

Who Did BRS Sell Donated Blood, Asks Revanth

HYDERABAD
Wakeup telangana

Chief Minister A Re-
vanth Reddy on Sunday
accused the Bharat
Rashtra Samithi of sell-
ing blood collected
from its cadre recently.
Speaking to mediaper-
sons here, the Chief
Minister dared BRS
working president K.T.
Rama Rao to reveal the
details of the recent
blood donation camp
organised by the party
purportedly in protest
against the former’s re-
marks that blood of the
family members of

party president K.
Chandrashekar Rao
should be sprayed ac-
ross paddy fields in
case of water shortage.
After giving a call to
the cadre to donate
blood and organising
blood donation camps,
none of the Chandra-
shekhar Rao’ family
members including
Rama Rao and senior
party leader T. Harish
Rao donated blood.
“Why did they avoid it?
To whom the blood was
donated,” Revanth
Reddy said and accused
the BRS of selling the
blood collected in the

( S J ‘
donation camps to pri-
vate blood banks. Re-
iterating his charges of
nexus between Rama
Rao and Globarena, the
Chief Minister said if
the previous govern-
ment had blacklisted
the company for bun-

gling the Intermediate
results, it would not
have got the CBSE and
NTA contracts. Main-
taining that the pre-
vious government
closed cases against the
company, Revanth
Reddy said he directed
the vigilance and en-
forcement department
to explore the possibil-
ities of getting the case
re-opened.

Revanth Reddy also
dared former IPS of-
ficer and BRS leader
R.S. Praveen Kumar to
seek inquiry into the
procurement of materi-
als for welfare hostels

during the BRS regime.
Maintaining that there
were large scale irregu-
larities, Revanth Reddy
said the former IPS of-
ficer would land in jail.
He ridiculed Rama
Rao’s claims of the
Congress’ survey pro-
jecting defeat of the
party in the next elec-
tions. He reminded the
BRS leader that the gap
between the vote share
of the Congress and the
BRS, which was just
2.5 per cent, has
widened to more than
12 per cent in the recent
municipal polls.

Telangana BJP demands Revanth’s
resignation as education minister

HYDERABAD
Wakeup telangana

Telangana BJP president
N Ramchander Rao on
Sunday, July 26, de-
manded that Chief Min-
ister A Revanth Reddy
give up the education
portfolio if his govern-
ment fails to clear the Rs
12,000 crore in pending
dues under the students’
tuition fee reimburse-
ment scheme.

Taking exception to
Reddy leading a candle-
light rally here on July
25 over the NEET paper
leak issue, Rao said the
Congress government
would face public back-
lash if it failed to clear
the pending dues under

the scheme, which con-
cerns about 20 lakh stu-
dents.

Referring to the resigna-
tion of Union Education
Minister Dharmendra
Pradhan, he said the BJP
had proved its sincerity
and that the CM should
now take moral respon-
sibility for the pending
dues as well as the unful-
filled promise of an un-
employment allowance.
“The certificates of stu-
dents have been withheld

by educational institu-
tions because of the

* pending dues of Rs

12,000 crore. You don’t
talk about that and in-
stead take out a candle-
light rally,” the BJP
leader told reporters
here.

Commenting on the pro-
tests in Delhi over the
NEET paper leak issue,
Rao expressed suspicion
that “foreign forces”
could be behind them.

Rao, who paid homage
to the martyrs at the
Veerula Sainik Smarak
on the occasion of Kargil
Vijay Diwas, said patri-
otism should be pro-
moted among the youth
to make the country
strong and secure.

Former BRS MLA suffers heart attack

HYDERABAD
Wakeup telangana

Bharata Rashtra Samithi
(BRS) leader and former
Narsampet MLA Peddi
Sudarshan Reddy suffered
a heart attack on July 24
and was admitted to a pri-
vate hospital in Hanam-
konda, where doctors
managed to stabilise his
condition after prolonged
emergency treatment.
Addressing the media,
cardiologist Dr. Mamta
Reddy said the medical
team performed cardio-
pulmonary resuscitation
(CPR) on Sudarshan
Reddy 10 times before
successfully reviving him.
She said the former MLA
is now stable and will be
shifted to Yashoda Hospi-
tal in Hyderabad for ad-
vanced treatment and
specialised cardiac care.

The doctor also appealed
to the public and party
workers not to believe or
spread rumours regarding
his health, assuring that he
is under constant medical
supervision.

On Sunday, senior BRS
leaders, including Work-
ing President K.T. Rama
Rao (KTR), former minis-
ter T. Harish Rao and sev-
eral party leaders, rushed
to the hospital to enquire
about Sudarshan Reddy's
condition. They spoke
with doctors at Rohini
Hospital over the phone,
reviewed his medical
status and expressed con-

fidence that he would
make a full recovery.
Peddi Sudarshan Reddy
began his political career
with the then Telangana
Rashtra Samithi (TRS)
from Nallebelli mandal in
the erstwhile Warangal
district. He was first
elected as a Zilla Parishad
Territorial Constituency
(ZPTC) member in 2001
and gradually rose
through the party ranks.
During his political ca-
reer, he served as the BRS
district president and a
State politburo member
before being elected as
the MLA from Narsam-
pet. He is regarded as one
of the senior BRS leaders
in the erstwhile Warangal
region and enjoys a strong
support base among party
workers and local res-
idents.

512 hooked for drunk driving in
Hyderahad over the weekend

HYDERABAD
Wakeup telangana

As many as 572 people were
booked for drunk driving in
Hyderabad over the weekend
during a special drive on July
24 and 25.

Among all those booked,
475 were two-wheeler riders,
54 were four-wheeler and
heavy vehicle drivers, and 43
were three-wheeler drivers.
Out of these, 250 offenders
recorded a blood alcohol
concentration(BAC) of 51-
100, 130 had a BAC ranging

from 30-50, 102 had a BAC
of 101-150, 57 recorded a
BAC of 151-200, 15
recorded a BAC of 251-300,
13 had a BAC of 201-250,
and five recorded a BAC
above 300. Police have
warned that if someone
causes a fatal accident while
inebriated, they will be
booked under Section 105
(culpable homicide not
amounting to murder) of the
Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita,
2023, and might face a jail
term of 10 years.

Hyderabadrecords40 pc

rainfall deficit as temperatures

rise; IMD forecasts light rain

Hyderabad's seasonal rainfall deficit has widened to 40 per cent as dry weather

pushes up temperatures across the city and neighbouring districts.
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Light-to-moderate rain ac-
ross several parts of Hy-
derabad on Sunday
afternoon brought much-
needed relief from the dry
and humid weather that
had gripped the city over
the past few days. The
showers also offered res-
pite from rising daytime
temperatures, even as the
city continues to face a
significant seasonal rain-
fall deficit.

Rainfall was reported
from several localities, in-
cluding Gachibowli, Mad-
hapur, Hitec City,
Tellapur, Nanakramguda,
Shaikpet, Tolichowki, Ku-
katpally, Kapra, Moula
Ali, Ghatkesar, Keesara
and the Charminar area.
Though the spells were
brief, they helped cool
temperatures and im-
proved weather conditions
across the city.

The showers followed
several days of hot and
humid weather that had
pushed maximum tem-

peratures higher. Earlier in
the day, data from the Te-
langana Development
Planning Society
(TGDPS) and forecasts is-
sued by the India Meteor-
ological Department
(IMD), Hyderabad,
showed that the city and
its surrounding regions
had received virtually no
rainfall during the pre-
vious 24 hours.
According to weather
data recorded since Sat-
urday morning, Hydera-
bad registered a maximum
temperature of around
33.4 degrees Celsius,
while Amberpet recorded
32.6 degrees Celsius. Sev-
eral districts across Telan-
gana also experienced
above-normal tempera-
tures, with Suryapet
emerging as the hottest lo-
cation at 38.3 degrees

Celsius.

Despite Sunday's
showers, Hyderabad con-
tinues to face a substantial
rainfall shortfall this mon-
soon season. Since June 1,
the city has received only
152.3 mm of rainfall
against the seasonal nor-
mal of 255.8 mm, result-
ing in a rainfall deficit of
nearly 40 percent.
Neighbouring Medchal-
Malkajgiri district has
recorded an even steeper
shortfall. The district has
received just 102.6 mm of
rainfall compared to the
normal 251.5 mm, trans-
lating into a 59 percent
rainfall deficit, highlight-
ing the impact of pro-
longed dry conditions
across the region.

The India Meteorological
Department has forecast a
gradual improvement in
weather conditions over
the coming days. Accord-
ing to the IMD-Hydera-
bad's seven-day outlook,
light-to-moderate rain or
thundershowers are likely
at isolated places across
Telangana.

Hyderabad police traces three missing girls
from Domalguda, reunite them with family

HYDERABAD
Wakeup telangana

The police have traced
three minor girls who had
gone missing from Do-
malguda and reunited
them with their family.
According to DCP (Se-
cunderabad) Rakshita
Murthy, the police re-
ceived a complaint on
July 19 that three minor
girls had gone missing
from their residence in
Domalguda.

Police immediately
launched a search and
traced the children to

Chattisgarh before bring-
ing them back safely to
Hyderabad. The family
had migrated from Chhat-
tisgarh to Hyderabad
around two months ago in
search of livelihood. The
children’s father was em-
ployed at a hotel in the
city.

During questioning, the
girls told the police that
they had decided to leave
home because their par-
ents frequently quarreled.
They said they wanted to
find work and earn a liv-
ing on their own. After
leaving Hyderabad, they

travelled to Nagpur,
where they approached a
woman seeking employ-
ment. The woman re-
portedly advised them to
contact another person in
Chhattisgarh for work.

Acting on these leads, the
Domalguda police coordi-
nated efforts and traced
the girls, who were found
safe and reunited with
their family.

DCP Rakshita Murthy
said the prompt response
and coordinated efforts of
the police teams ensured
the safe recovery of the
minors.

Vegetables with fungus, houseflies
found at Kachiguda restaurant

HYDERABAD
Wakeup telangana

A food safety inspection
at Sweekar Hotel located
on Kachiguda X Roads
revealed multiple serious
food safety and hygiene
violations on Sunday,
July 26.

Officials found fungus
on cabbage, lemons, and
tomatoes. Boiled pota-
toes were used without
proper cleaning and

peeling, and prepared
food was stored uncov-
ered and unlabelled in
refrigerators.

Poor sanitation and
housefly infestation was
observed in the kitchen,
and raw vegetables were
stored with semi-pre-
pared food, posing a risk
of cross- contamination.
Officials also flagged
the absence of Food
Safety Training & Certi-
fication (FoSTaC)-

trained personnel and
non-maintenance of em-
ployee health, pest con-
trol, water analysis, and
used cooking oil disposal
records.

Noodles kept without
batch number and nu-
tritional

information were seized.
Necessary action has
been initiated under the
Food Safety and Stan-
dards Act, 2006.
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