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Work inside the Srisailam 
Left Bank Canal (SLBC) 
tunnel project has crossed 
a major milestone from 
the inlet side abutting the 
Srisailam reservoir in Do-
malapenta of Nagarkur-
nool district this past 
week. A shear zone — a 
weak spot in the rocks of 
the Nallamala hills above 
the tunnel — of which a 
portion had collapsed in 
February 2025 killing 
eight workers, has now 
been successfully nego-
tiated with a revised 
alignment that has taken 
the tunnel sideways to the 
left, to reduce the unstable 
area to a minimum that 
can be dug through safely. 
 “There was a fear, an 
anxiety of what might 
happen. Now, there is 
confidence after safely 
going through the shear 
zone section in the way 
most of the shear zone 
was avoided,” according 
to Krishna Kumar Sati, 
vice-president of Jaipra-
kash Associates, the com-
pany contracted for the 
tunnel project. The col-
lapsed section of the shear 
zone, which was around 
50 metres wide in the 

original alignment, was 
narrower in the revised 
path of the tunnel. “In the 
realigned path, the shear 
zone is between 10 and 14 
metres. In the main align-
ment it was much much 
wider and that is why the 
realignment was chosen,” 
said Col Parikshit Mehra, 
the tunnelling expert from 
the Border Roads Organi-
sation (BRO) who is on 
loan to the Telangana irri-
gation department, and is 
in-charge of the SLBC op-
erations. “That did not 
change anything in terms 
of caution and care. If 
anything, even greater 
care was taken at every 
step.” 
 Work in the inlet section 
was halted after a section 
of the tunnel collapsed on 
February 22, 2025. De-
spite a complex rescue 
and recovery operation in-
volving hundreds of res-

cuers from different 
agencies which lasted for 
weeks, the bodies of only 
two of the eight workers 
could be recovered. The 
tunnelling work resumed 
this February 22 from a 
point nearly half a 
kilometre back from 
where the collapse oc-
curred at the 13.5 km 
point, but this time using 
the drill-and-blast method 
that provided the engi-
neers greater control on 
checking the rock con-
ditions. The revised align-
ment goes towards the left 
and will rejoin the origi-
nal alignment to meet the 
tunnelling work being car-
ried out simultaneously 
from the outlet end in 
Nalgonda district. 
 Since work restarted, 
around 150 metres has 
been dug along the re-
vised alignment.  
 

CJP Announces Delhi Protest March on September 5, Teachers’ Day 

SLBC Tunnel Crosses Major  
Physical, Psychological Hurdle 
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The Cockroach Janta 
Party has called for a 
peaceful protest march 
from India Gate to the 
new Delhi Police Head-
quarters on September 5, 
Teachers' Day, accusing 
the Centre of failing to 
honour the promises made 
on July 25 to convince the 
outfit to withdraw its 36-
day agitation against ex-
amination irregularities. 
The party's National 
Working Committee, in a 
press release on Monday, 
said it has serious doubts 

over whether the govern-
ment intends to honour 
commitments made to the 
younger generation on 
July 25.The protest will 
be led by families of 
NEET students who died 
by suicide and victims of 
the July 20 police action. 
 The party said it would 
not accept what it de-
scribed as “vishwasghaat” 
with Gen Z, young pro-
testers and the families of 
those who died. The state-
ment said the march 
would be led by families 
of students who died by 
suicide following the can-
cellation of NEET exam 

and the subsequent re-test, 
and those who were alleg-
edly subjected to police 
excesses during the July 
agitation. "Our patience 
cannot be mistaken for 
weakness. Our good faith 
cannot become an oppor-
tunity for the government 
to betray the young 
people of this country," 
the statement read. 
 The development comes 

one month after they 
called off the previous 
agitation following nego-
tiations with the Centre. 
The protests in Delhi's 
Jantar Mantar maidan saw 
unprecedented support 
from the public, and were 
overwhelmingly led by 
young students in India. 
The movement also led to 
similar agitations sprout-
ing across the country in 
solidarity. The CJP's agi-
tation began at Jantar 
Mantar on June 20 over 
alleged irregularities in 
the examination system 
and the NEET paper leak 
and subsequently spread 

to other parts of the coun-
try. On July 20, a march 
to Parliament led by the 
outfit descended into 
chaos and violence as po-
lice cracked down on the 
protesters, leading to 
scores of injuries. 
 The CJP's agitation ended 
on July 25 after Dharmen-
dra Pradhan resigned as 
the union Education Min-
ister and the government, 
following talks with CJP 
representatives, agreed to 
its other demands, includ-
ing compensation for fam-
ilies of NEET aspirants 
who died by suicide, and 
withdrawal of FIRs 

against protesters. The 
two sides had also agreed 
to hold further discussions 
on broader examination 
reforms. CJP representa-
tives Saurav Das and 
Ashutosh Ranka had an-
nounced the withdrawal 
of the protest at a joint 
press conference with 
Union ministers J P 
Nadda and Jitendra Singh, 
saying they were ending 
the agitation in "good 
faith" on the understand-
ing that the agreed terms 
would be implemented 
within the stipulated time-
line. 
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President Donald Trump's 
administration on Monday 
released a proposed regu-
lation to codify an un-
precedented more than 
$100,000 fee on new H-
1B visas for highly skilled 
foreign workers that 
Trump first imposed last 
year but has been blocked 
by the courts. The fee 

first imposed by Trump 
in a temporary proclama-
tion last year vastly raises 
the cost of the visas that 
are heavily relied on in 
the tech, education and re-

search sectors. 
 A federal judge in June 
ruled that the fee was il-
legal and blocked the 
Trump administration 
from collecting it. A Bos-
ton-based appeals court is 
reviewing that decision 
while a different court 
considers whether a judge 
in Washington, D.C., 
properly rejected a chal-
lenge to the fee by a 
major business group. 
Trump's 2025 proclama-
tion imposing the fee ex-
pires in September, one 
year after it was issued, 
but directed the U.S. De-
partment of Homeland Se-

curity to adopt regulations 
making it  permanent. 
 The proposed $103,265 
fee by DHS, posted online 
in the Federal Register on 
Monday to be formally 
published on Tuesday, 
kicks off a 30-day public 
comment period. The rule 
could be finalized by the 
end of the year. The H-1B 
program allows U.S. em-
ployers to hire foreign 
workers with training in 
specialty fields and offers 
65,000 visas annually, 
with another 20,000 for 
workers with advanced 
degrees, approved for 

Putin Hails Modi’s Role in Boosting India-Russia Ties Trump Administration Moves To Impose 
Over $100,000 Fee For H-1B Visas 
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No Sugar Shortage 
In India, Retail 
Prices Likely To 
Ease: ISMA 
Amid a sharp rise in sugar 
prices, the Indian Sugar 
Mills Association (ISMA), 
the sugar industry's apex 
body, on Monday said 
there is no shortage of 
sugar in the country and 
retail prices are expected 
to ease soon. Sugar prices 
have risen from Rs 48.18 
per kg on July 20 to Rs 
63.12 per kg as of August 
23, amid tighter domestic 
supplies and rising de-
mand ahead of the festive 
season. Some industry in-
siders had attributed the 
increase to the diversion 
of sugar towards ethanol 
production. 
 Addressing a press con-
ference, ISMA president 
Niraj Shirgaokar rejected 
speculation of a shortage 
and said the recent price 
rise was driven by multiple 
factors, including specu-
lative buying by traders 
and bulk consumers, as 
well as lower production 
due to adverse weather 
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Trinamul Congress su-
premo Mamata Banerjee, 
who has almost confined 
herself to her residence 
after losing power to BJP 
in West Bengal, ruled out 
her Sanyas (retirement) 
from politics on Monday. 
Instead, she vowed to 
continue her fight till she 
sends BJP to Sanyas. The 
former chief minister 
shared her future plans in 
yet another Facebook 
broadcast address which 
has become her routine 

affair at intervals over the 
last three months. “It is 
not correct for the BJP 
leaders to think about me 
taking Sanyas if they do 
not give me permission to 
hold meetings. I'm not a 
monk,” she said. 
 Ms Banerjee added, “The 
real monks are bigger 
practitioners.  
 We are below their level, 
worshipping gods and 
goddesses with our faith 
and respect towards all re-
ligions. But remember, 
our fight will continue till 
BJP is sent to take Sa-
nyas.”  

NEW DELHI 
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Russian President Vladi-
mir Putin on Monday 
praised Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi for per-
sonally steering India-
Russia relations and said 
he looked forward to 
meeting him at the 
Shanghai Cooperation 
Organisation Summit in 
Bishkek. Putin made the 
remarks during a meeting 
with External Affairs 
Minister S. Jaishankar in 
Moscow. Jaishankar con-
veyed Modi's greetings 
and handed Putin a per-

sonal communication 
from the Prime Minister. 
 "Prime Minister Modi 
looks forward to meeting 
you at the SCO Summit, 
then welcoming you to 
India for the BRICS 
Summit and, in due 
course, as per your mu-
tual convenience, having 
the annual summit," 
Jaishankar told Putin. 
The SCO Summit will be 

held in Bishkek, Kyrgyz-
stan, on August 31 and 
September 1. The BRICS 
Summit in New Delhi is 
scheduled less than three 
weeks later. 
 Responding to Jaish-
ankar, Putin said: "I hope 
to see him soon, as we 
planned, within the 
framework of the SCO, 
very soon. Our schedule 
is such that we will prob-
ably be able to meet 
again this year." 
 Putin credited Modi's 
personal attention with 
helping expand economic 
engagement between the 
two countries. 
 

Didi: Won't Take Sanyas From 
Politics, I'm Not A Monk 
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Chief Minister A. Revanth 
Reddy on Monday ac-
cused the BJP-led govern-
ment at the Centre of 
discriminating against Te-
langana by denying him 
political clearance to visit 
the United States, saying 
the decision was an insult 
to the four crore people of 
the state and an attempt to 
block its development. 
Revanth Reddy, who re-
turned to the city earlier in 
the day, questioned how 
the Centre could dictate 
terms to a democratically 
elected Chief Minister and 
alleged that the decision 
reflected “Gujarat su-
premacy” and was against 
the principles of cooper-
ative federalism. 
 Addressing a press con-
ference here, Revanth 
Reddy said Gujarat Chief 
Minister Bhupendra Patel 
had been permitted to visit 
the US during the same 
period as his proposed 
tour to attract investments, 
while approval for his 
own visit had been de-
nied. “Why am I being 
stopped from going 

abroad even as the Gujarat 
Chief Minister was al-
lowed to do so?” Revanth 
Reddy asked. He said 
Patel had toured the US 
for eight days and partici-
pated in programmes 
under the Vibrant Gujarat 
initiative. 
 “Why did they give per-
mission to him and not to 
the Telangana CM?” Re-
vanth Reddy asked, alle-
ging that the Centre and 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi were repeatedly dis-
playing an “anti-Telan-
gana ideology” and 
conspiring to divert in-
vestments from Telangana 
to Gujarat. The Chief 
Minister alleged that 
Modi was acting “as a 
Gujarati, not as the Prime 
Minister of India” and ac-
cused him of functioning 
like a “brand ambassador 
for Gujarat”. “What is the 
political angle behind de-
nying me permission? It’s 
simple. Modi is BJP; Re-
vanth Reddy is Congress. 
Modi is Gujarat; Revanth 
is Telangana. Is this the 
political angle behind de-
nying permission?” he 
asked. 
 He also pointed out that 

the Prime Minister had 
travelled to several coun-
tries and that the Gujarat 
Chief Minister had under-
taken numerous foreign 
visits. “How can Modi or 
the Centre dictate terms to 
the Telangana CM?” he 
asked, stressing that the 
denial was not directed 
merely at him but 
amounted to disrespect to-
wards the people of Telan-
gana. Revanth Reddy said 
his proposed foreign visit 
was not classified and that 
its schedule had been sub-
mitted to the ministry of 
external affairs (MEA). 
He said the state govern-
ment had informed the 
MEA that the purpose of 
the US visit was to pro-
mote Telangana as a 
sports and investment 
hub, attract investments 
and explore collaborations 
with world-class universi-
ties. 
 Revanth Reddy said he 

intended to sign MoUs 
with renowned universi-
ties. “If foreign universi-
ties come to us, our 
students will not need to 
go there,” he said, adding 
that several foreign uni-
versities had shown inter-
est in signing agreements 
with Telangana universi-
ties and that many com-
panies had evinced 
interest in investing in the 
upcoming Bharat Future 
City. 
 The Chief Minister said 
the planned UK and US 
visits involved similar en-
gagements, making it dif-
ficult to understand why 
clearance had been 
granted for the UK leg but 
denied for the US trip. 
“Why was the US visit 
denied while the UK visit 
was allowed?” he asked. 
He said the  
 Centre had informed the 
state government about 
the denial only after the 
official delegation had al-
ready reached the UK, 
forcing him to cut short 
his planned 10-day UK-
US tour, which began on 
August 20, and return to 
Hyderabad on Monday. 

CM says it's an insult to Telangana, alleges 'discrimination' to benefit Gujarat 
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Revanth Slams Centre, Modi  
Over Denial For US Visit 
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The collapsed section of the shear zone, which was around 50 metres wide 
in the original alignment, was narrower in the revised path of the tunnel. 
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Hostels in Hyderabad IT hub unsafe 
for residents, flouting safety norms 

Bowenpally Government Junior College Plan Gains Momentum

HYDERABAD 
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Though working in 
high-end office spaces 
that rise high and 
spread wide in the bus-
tling IT Corridor of Hy-
derabad, a major 
workforce ends up liv-
ing in drab and dingy 
spaces of hostels and 
paying guest accommo-
dations that dot Cybera-
bad. 
 Hundreds of PGs and 
hostels in Gachibowli, 
Madhapur and Konda-
pur offer them accom-
modation but are run 
with severe safety vio-
lations and provide lit-
tle living space. 
 Hostels in Anjaiah 
Nagar have been de-
scribed as unsafe for 
residents, raising con-
cerns among people liv-

ing in the area, and a 
similar situation pre-
vails in Madhapur and 
Kondapur too. 
 Some of the hostels in 
Anjaiah Nagar can be 
found with exits 
blocked by cots, beds, 
dining tables, washing 
machines and utensils. 
Fire extinguishers are 
largely missing. 

 The lifts are built with 
a capacity of three per-
sons in the limited 
space, and there is no 
proper railing on the 
staircases. Residents 
raise concerns that if 
any untoward fire acci-
dent occurred, there 
would be no way for 
residents to escape. Fire 
alarms are also com-

pletely missing at these 
hostels. 
 Rooms allotted to oc-
cupants are packed with 
heavy luggage and, in 
some places, over 90 
per cent of the space is 
occupied by cots, leav-
ing little space for entry 
and exit. Despite the 
management’s assur-
ance that the hostel 
premises are under sur-
veillance, no CCTVs 
could be found any-
where. There were no 
security personnel to 
check strangers. A few 
bachelors said that 
though living here is a 
massive risk, they con-
tinue to stay because of 
the affordable rents. 
Some of them admit 
that the lack of safety 
norms directly threatens 
their physical well-
being. 

 These hostels and PG 
accommodations oper-
ate without following 
fire safety norms and, 
in most cases, there is 
no clearance for their 
operations from the 
civic body. In Anjaiah 
Nagar, building permis-
sion was given only for 
G+1 as the extent of the 
land was between 50 sq 
yards and 120 sq yards. 
Violating the building 
permissions, most have 
built hostels up to G+7 
with 
penthouses.Though it is 
mandatory that those 
operating with commer-
cial purposes should 
obtain trade licences, in 
Gachibowli and Mad-
hapur, several hostels 
are operated without 
obtaining trade li-
cences. 
 

Unauthorised Shed  
Opposite Circle 49 GHMC  
Office Raises Safety Concerns
HYDERABAD 
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 An alleged unautho-
rised shed being con-
structed opposite a 
GHMC office has raised 
concerns among local 
residents over building 
violations, public safety 
and inconvenience.The 
shed is reportedly being 
constructed in a limited 
space, while electrical 
wires are passing very 
close to the structure, 
raising additional safety 
concerns for workers 
and the public.Accord-
ing to GHMC guide-
lines, construction 
without the required 
permission or contrary 
to an approved/sanc-
tioned plan can attract 
enforcement action. 
GHMC instructions spe-
cifically deal with pre-
venting unauthorised 
constructions and vio-
lations of sanctioned 
plans, with action under 
provisions including 
Sections 452 and 461 of 
the HMC Act, 
1955.Calling it a “tem-
porary shed” does not 
automatically make the 

construction legal. Offi-
cials have to verify 
whether the structure 
has the required permis-
sion and whether it 
complies with setbacks, 
land-use and other mu-
nicipal rules.Safety con-
cerns over electrical 
wiresThe nearby electri-
cal wires are another 
major concern. Con-
struction materials, 
metal sheets or scaffold-
ing coming close to live 
wires could create an 
electrical accident risk. 
The concerned electric-
ity and municipal au-
thorities should inspect 
the site and ensure that 

required safety clear-
ances are 
maintained.Residents 
said such unauthorised 
structures can also lead 
to pedestrian obstruc-
tion, parking and traffic 
problems, drainage is-
sues and fire and electri-
cal safety 
risks.Residents have 
urged GHMC Town 
Planning officials to in-
spect the shed, verify its 
permissions and take 
necessary action if vio-
lations are found, while 
also requesting the elec-
tricity authorities to 
check the nearby power 
lines. 

HYDERABAD 
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Efforts to establish a gov-
ernment junior college in 
Bowenpally have gained 
momentum following the 
intervention of Secunder-
abad Cantonment MLA 
Sri Ganesh. 
 The proposal was high-
lighted by former Canton-
ment Board Vice 
President Jampana Pratap, 
who pointed out that 10 
classrooms on the second 
floor of the Government 
Boys Zilla Parishad 
School near Bowenpally 
Police Station are cur-
rently vacant. He sug-

gested utilising the avail-
able infrastructure for the 
proposed junior 
college.Responding to the 
proposal, MLA Sri Ga-
nesh directed Education 
Department officials to in-
spect the school premises 

and assess the feasibility 
of starting the college 
there. An education of-
ficer subsequently visited 
the site and examined the 
available infrastructure 
and facilities.Jampana 
Pratap said the inspection 

report would be submitted 
to the state government. 
Following official ap-
proval and necessary per-
missions, steps to 
establish the college are 
expected to begin. 
 The proposed institution 
is expected to provide af-
fordable higher education 
opportunities for students 
in Bowenpally and sur-
rounding areas, address-
ing a long-standing local 
demand.Local leaders and 
activists, including Sha-
kib, Ramesh, Raju, Mu-
kesh and Varaprasad, were 
present during the inspec-
tion and welcomed the 
initiative.
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Voters whose names could 
not be linked to the 2002 
electoral roll or who 
failed to provide the re-
quired details in their enu-
meration forms will have 
to appear for hearings be-
fore tahsildars or election 
officers during the second 
phase of the Special In-
tensive Revision (SIR) of 
electoral rolls. Election 
officials have issued no-
tices to voters whose 
names were not mapped 
to the 2002 roll and those 
listed under various 

anomalies. The notices 
will mention the date, 
time and venue of the 
hearing and must be 
served at least 48 hours 
before the scheduled ap-
pearance. Voters will have 
to attend the hearings be-
fore the respective RDOs 
or tahsildars and submit 
prescribed documents to 
establish their eligibility 
and retain their names in 
the final electoral roll. 
 Collectors across the 
State have been instructed 
to complete the hearings 
by October 5. Officials 
have also been asked to 
resolve minor discrep-

ancies, including differ-
ences in voters’ names, 
fathers’ names and ages, 
at the tahsildar and Booth 
Level Officer (BLO) 
levels. The exercise is 
aimed at reducing the 
number of voters catego-
rised under anomalies. 
 In Komaram Bheem Asi-
fabad district, Collector 
K. Haritha said 20,929 

voters had not been 
mapped out of 2,26,680 
enumeration forms dis-
tributed in the district. She 
directed officials to imme-
diately serve notices, con-
duct hearings and 
complete the verification 
process within the Oc-
tober 5 deadline. 
 The election authorities 
will also conduct gram 

sabhas and ward meetings 
on August 27. During 
these meetings, names in-
cluded in the draft electo-
ral roll will be read out, 
while Forms 6, 7 and 8 
will be received for fresh 
enrolment, deletion and 
corrections. 
 In Adilabad town, BLOs 
have already started serv-
ing notices to non-mapped 
voters and those identified 
under anomalies in areas 
including Vidyanagar Col-
ony. Adilabad district has 
17,729 non-mapped 
voters, comprising 9,623 
in the Adilabad Assembly 
constituency and 8,106 in 

the Boath Assembly con-
stituency. 
 Adilabad constituency 
Congress in-charge Kandi 
Srinivas Reddy said 
39,664 voters had been 
categorised as absent, 
shifted, deceased or dupli-
cate out of 2,50,393 
voters in the district. He 
urged party Booth Level 
Agents to coordinate with 
BLOs and ensure that 
genuine voters are not ex-
cluded. Non-mapped 
voters can retain their 
names by submitting any 
one of the 12 prescribed 
documents as proof dur-
ing the hearing process.
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Telangana Medical and 
Health Minister C. Damo-
dar Rajanarsimha ex-
pressed profound grief over 
the demise of CPM senior 
leader and veteran farmers’ 
movement leader Saram-
pally Malla Reddy.In a 
press note issued by the 
Health Minister’s Office, 
Rajanarsimha said he was 
deeply shocked to learn 
about Malla Reddy’s pass-
ing and recalled his life-
long commitment to 
protecting the rights and in-
terests of farmers. 
 The Minister said Malla 
Reddy dedicated his life to 

fighting for farmers’ rights 
and solutions to problems 
confronting the agriculture 
sector.  
 He particularly remem-
bered the veteran leader for 
his extensive knowledge 
and deep understanding of 
irrigation and issues affect-
ing the farming com-

munity.Rajanarsimha noted 
that Malla Reddy, as a 
prominent farmers’ organi-
sation leader and Vice-
President of the All India 
Kisan Sabha, consistently 
raised farmers’ concerns 
and participated in move-
ments seeking solutions to 
their problems. 
 “His lifelong services and 
struggles for the farming 
community will always be 
remembered,” the Minister 
said.Damodar Rajanar-
simha prayed for the de-
parted leader’s soul to rest 
in peace and conveyed his 
heartfelt condolences to 
Malla Reddy’s family 
members, followers and 
admirers.

Telangana Health Minister Mourns Demise of Veteran  
Farmers’ Leader Sarampally Malla Reddy

Ticking Time Bombs in Ameerpet: 
Illegal Constructions Raise Disaster Concerns
HYDERABAD 
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Following the recent 
multi-storey building col-
lapse in the city that 
claimed lives and injured 
several people, serious 
safety concerns have 
emerged over allegedly 
unauthorised multi-storey 
constructions in Ameer-
pet. Four adjacent high-
rise structures located in 
the lane behind Paradise 
Hotel, near the SR Nagar 
Traffic Police Station, are 
reportedly undergoing 
construction despite al-
leged violations of 
Greater Hyderabad Mu-
nicipal Corporation 
(GHMC) and HYDRAA 
regulations. 
 A site inspection re-
portedly revealed several 
features raising questions 
about structural safety. 
The buildings have promi-
nent upper-floor projec-
tions and cantilevered 
structures extending over 
narrow public passages, 
with residents alleging 

that required setbacks 
have not been maintained. 
 Deep excavation and cel-
lar-related work at the site 
has also raised concerns 
about the safety of neigh-
bouring buildings. Res-
idents fear that excavation 
without adequate retaining 
walls and soil-shoring 
measures could weaken 
surrounding structures, 
particularly in a densely 
populated locality. 
 Another major concern is 
the presence of exposed 
electrical wiring and dis-
tribution boxes along the 
building facades. Res-
idents say the arrange-
ment could increase the 

risk of electrical accidents 
and fire, especially while 
construction activity con-
tinues. 
 The fresh exterior paint-
ing of some structures has 
also prompted allegations 
that cosmetic changes are 
being used to conceal un-
authorised additions or 
extra floors. However, 
these allegations require 
verification by the compe-
tent authorities. 
 Local residents and pub-
lic safety advocates are 
demanding immediate in-
tervention by GHMC 
Town Planning officials 
and HYDRAA. They have 
urged authorities to con-
duct structural stability as-
sessments, verify 
sanctioned building plans 
and setbacks, and take ac-
tion against any construc-
tion found to be 
unauthorised. Residents 
also want accountability 
from officials responsible 
for monitoring building 
permissions and enforce-
ment in the area.  
 

Raksha Bandhan  
to Be Celebrated on  
August 28;  
Auspicious Timings  
Announced

Raksha Bandhan, the festi-
val symbolising the bond of 
love and affection between 
brothers and sisters, will be 
celebrated on August 28 
this year, according to 
priests and traditional al-
manac calculations.Accord-
ing to the details provided, 
Shravana Purnima Tithi will 
begin at 9:08 am on August 
27 and continue until 9:48 
am on August 28. In view of 
the prevailing Purnima Tithi, 
priests have clarified that 
August 28 is the appropri-
ate day to celebrate Rak-
sha Bandhan. 
The most auspicious time 
for tying Rakhi on August 
28 is stated to be from 6:23 
am to 9:48 am. Another fa-
vourable period is the Ab-
hijit Muhurtham from 12:14 
pm to 1:05 pm.Priests 
further stated that the 
Bhadra period will conclude 
before sunrise, removing a 
major traditional restriction 
associated with Raksha 
Bandhan rituals. Con-
sequently, the day is con-
sidered favourable for 
families to observe the fes-
tival and perform Rakhi cer-
emonies. 
 Raksha Bandhan is one of 
India's widely celebrated 
traditional festivals, during 
which sisters tie a sacred 
Rakhi on their brothers' 
wrists and pray for their 
well-being and prosperity. 
Brothers, in turn, tradi-
tionally express their affec-
tion and commitment to 
support and protect their 
sisters.With the festival ap-
proaching, families are pre-
paring to celebrate the 
occasion with traditional rit-
uals, sweets, gifts and 
family gatherings.

SIR: Non-Mapped Voters to Appear for Hearings Before October 5

11th Death Anniver-
sary of  Former  
Narayankhed MLA 
Patlolla Kishtareddy 
on August 25

The 11th death anni-
versary of former Na-
rayankhed MLA Late 
Patlolla Kishtareddy 
will be observed on 
Tuesday, August 25, 
with family members, 
followers, well-
wishers and people of 
the constituency pre-
paring to pay rich trib-
utes to the former 
legislator. 
 According to the pro-
gramme announced 
by the family, the 11th 
Vardhanti Sabha will 
be held at 11:30 AM 
at Maa Function Hall, 
Mangalpet, Naray-
ankhed. 
 Late Kishtareddy is 
remembered by his 
family and supporters 
for his long associa-
tion with Narayank-
hed and his public 
service. On the occa-
sion of his death an-
niversary, they 
recalled his contrib-
ution to the constit-
uency and his close 
relationship with 
people from different 
sections of society. 
 The organisers ap-
pealed to his ad-
mirers, public 
representatives, 
leaders, activists and 
well-wishers from Na-
rayankhed and sur-
rounding areas to 
attend the pro-
gramme and pay flo-
ral tributes to the 
departed leader. 
 The commemorative 
programme is being 
organised by his 
family members, in-
cluding Dr. Patlolla 
Sanjeeva Reddy, 
along with relatives 
and well-wishers. 
Venue: Maa Function 
Hall, Mangalpet, Na-
rayankhed 
Date: August 25, 
2026 
Time: 11:30 AM
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Beerla Ilaiah Offers Prayers at Ketaki Sangameshwara Temple on Shravana 
HYDERABAD 
Wakeup telangana 
 
Telangana Government 
Whip and Aler MLA 
Beerla Ilaiah visited the 
renowned Sri Ketaki San-
gameshwara Swamy 
Temple at Jharasangam 
on the auspicious occa-
sion of Shravana Masa 
Somavaram and offered 
special prayers. Beerla 
Ilaiah had darshan of 
Lord Ketaki Sangamesh-
wara Swamy and partici-
pated in special rituals at 
the historic Shiva temple. 
During the prayers, he 
sought peace, prosperity, 
good health and the over-

all welfare of the people 
of Telangana. 
 The temple witnessed a 
deeply devotional at-
mosphere as a large 
number of devotees ar-
rived to offer prayers on 
the sacred Monday of the 
Shravana month. Devo-
tees participated in var-

ious rituals and sought 
the blessings of Lord 
Shiva. After completing 
his darshan, Beerla Ilaiah 
interacted with local 
leaders and people in the 
temple surroundings. 
During an informal meet-
ing over tea and coffee, 
he exchanged views with 

them and enquired about 
local issues and devel-
opments. 
 Sangareddy District BC 
Youth President Goru-
ganti Ramesh Kumar, 
former Andole Municipal 
Chairman and several 
other local leaders were 
present during the visit 
and accompanied the 
Government Whip. 
Beerla Ilaiah’s visit com-
bined religious devotion 
with community inter-
action, as he offered 
prayers at the prominent 
shrine and later engaged 
with local leaders on 
matters concerning the 
people.

Morigesan Velu Appointed TRS  
Serilingampally Division President

HYDERABAD 
Wakeup telangana 
Srirangam Venkatesh  
 
Morigesan Velu has been 
appointed as the TRS 
president of Division 
227–Serilingampally in 
the Serilingampally As-
sembly constituency.The 
appointment orders were 
issued by Serilingampally 
Assembly constituency 
in-charge Vasili Chandra-
sekhar Prasad, following 
the directions of TRS 
president Kavitha Kalva-
kuntla.Party leaders said 
Velu was given the re-
sponsibility in recognition 

of his active participation 
in party programmes and 
efforts to strengthen the 
organisation.Chandrasek-
har Prasad congratulated 
Velu and urged him to 
work with dedication for 
party development and re-
solving public issues. 

Telangana auto-
rickshaw drivers 
on strike from 
Sunday midnight 

Auto-rickshaw drivers 
across Telangana will 
go on strike from Sundy 
midnight, demanding 
implementation of wel-
fare promises made by 
the ruling Congress, 
ahead of the last As-
sembly elections. Thou-
sands of drivers would 
take out a protest 
march from Sundarayya 
Vignana Kendram to 
RTC Cross Roads on 
Monday. He also called 
for burning effigies of 
the government at dis-
trict headquarters. 
 Speaking to the media 
after a meeting of var-
ious auto workers’ 
unions at Telangana 
Bhavan on Sunday, 
Auto Workers JAC 
chairman and BRTU 
Auto Workers union 
president Vemula Ma-
raiah said the Congress 
government failed to ful-
fil any of its promises to 
auto drivers in nearly 
three years in power, in-
cluding setting up a wel-
fare board and 
providing Rs 12,000 an-
nually. He said the Rs 5 
lakh accident insurance 
provided under the pre-
vious BRS government 

BRS Announces Week-Long Protest Against Congress Government
HYDERABAD 
Wakeup telangana 
 
The Bharat Rashtra Sami-
thi (BRS) has announced 
a week-long protest cam-
paign in the Goshamahal 
Assembly constituency 
from September 2, accus-
ing the Congress govern-
ment of failing to fulfil its 
election promises and de-
ceiving the people during 
its 1,000 days in office. 
 BRS Goshamahal constit-
uency in-charge RV Ma-
hender Kumar made the 
announcement while ad-
dressing a press confer-
ence at the party office in 
Koti Bank Street on Mon-
day. He said the protests 

would be organised fol-
lowing the call given by 
BRS working president 
KT Rama Rao to expose 
what the party described 
as the failures of the Con-
gress government. 
 Mahender Kumar alleged 
that Chief Minister A. Re-
vanth Reddy, ministers 
and elected representa-
tives had failed to deliver 
on several promises made 
before the Assembly elec-
tions. He said the BRS 
would conduct protests, 
awareness programmes 
and other forms of agita-
tion across Goshamahal 
for a week from Sep-
tember 2. 
 He particularly raised 

concerns over the distri-
bution of double-bedroom 
houses. Mahender Kumar 
alleged that houses con-
structed during the pre-
vious BRS government 
for economically weaker 
sections were being dis-
tributed to ineligible bene-
ficiaries, while several 
deserving poor families 

were allegedly being de-
nied housing. He de-
manded a comprehensive 
inquiry into the alloca-
tions and called for 
houses allegedly allotted 
to ineligible beneficiaries 
to be recovered and 
handed over to deserving 
families. 
The BRS leader also lev-
elled allegations of cor-
ruption in the 
implementation of the Ka-
lyana Lakshmi and Shaadi 
Mubarak welfare 
schemes. He claimed that 
beneficiaries were alleg-
edly being asked to pay 
bribes to revenue officials 
for their applications to 
move forward and 

cheques to be released. He 
demanded strict action if 
such allegations were 
found to be true. 
 Mahender Kumar further 
questioned the Congress 
government over its elec-
tion promise of providing 
₹2,500 per month to 
women and its commit-
ment to pensions for Te-
langana activists. He 
asked the government to 
clarify the status of these 
assurances. 
 He said BRS leaders 
would hold meetings with 
senior leaders, active 
workers and grassroots 
cadres to finalise the de-
tailed protest programme. 
 

Shravana Somavaram: Govt Whip Beerla Ilaiah 
Offers Prayers at Ketaki Sangameshwara Temple

HYDERABAD 
Wakeup telangana 
 
Telangana Government 
Whip and Aler MLA 
Beerla Ilaiah visited the 
Sri Ketaki Sangamesh-
wara Swamy Temple at 
Jharasangam in Sanga-
reddy district on the aus-
picious occasion of 
Shravana Masa Somava-
ram and offered special 
prayers.On the occasion, 
Beerla Ilaiah had darshan 
of Lord Ketaki Sanga-
meshwara Swamy and 
prayed for the peace, 
prosperity, good health 
and well-being of the 
people.  

 The temple premises wit-
nessed a devotional at-
mosphere with devotees 
offering prayers on the 
sacred Monday of the 
Shravana month.Follow-
ing the temple visit, the 
Government Whip spent 
some time with local 
leaders and people. In a 
cordial and informal inter-
action over tea and coffee, 
he exchanged views with 

those present and en-
quired about local 
matters. 
 Sangareddy District BC 
Youth President Goru-
ganti Ramesh Kumar, 
former Andole Municipal 
Chairman and several 
other local leaders partici-
pated on the occasion and 
accompanied the Govern-
ment Whip during the 
visit.Beerla Ilaiah's visit 
to the renowned Shiva 
temple on Shravana So-
mavaram and his sub-
sequent interaction with 
local people and leaders 
marked the occasion with 
both devotional and com-
munity engagement.

Ambedkar Sena Seeks Flyover Named After Sudheer Kumar
HYDERABAD 
Wakeup telangana 
 
The National Ambedkar 
Sena has urged the 
Greater Hyderabad Mu-
nicipal Corporation 
(GHMC) to name the 
newly constructed flyover 
in the Malakpet constit-
uency after late veteran 
leader and former MLA 
Punjala Sudheer Kumar, 
as a mark of respect for 
his public service and 
contribution to the con-
stituency. The organisa-
tion formally submitted a 
memorandum to the 
GHMC Commissioner 
seeking immediate action 
on the proposal. Copies of 

the representation were 
also sent to Chief Minister 
A. Revanth Reddy, Dep-
uty Chief Minister and 
Telangana Pradesh Con-
gress Committee (TPCC) 
President, requesting the 
government to consider 
the demand and honour 
the late leader’s legacy. 
 The National Ambedkar 
Sena said Punjala Sudheer 
Kumar had made signifi-
cant contributions to Ma-
lakpet and worked 

consistently for the wel-
fare of youth, poor fam-
ilies and marginalised 
sections. He was elected 
as the Malakpet MLA in 
1989 and played an active 
role in the Congress orga-
nisation. According to the 
organisation, Sudheer 
Kumar also served as 
Youth Congress President 
and as APCC Vice Pres-
ident between 1988 and 
1993. During his political 
career, he was known for 
his grassroots engagement 
and efforts to raise public 
issues affecting ordinary 
people. 
 The Sena said his com-
mitment to weaker sec-
tions earned him respect 

among local residents, 
Congress workers and his 
followers. Naming a 
major public infrastruc-
ture project after him, it 
said, would preserve his 
memory and inspire fu-
ture generations. 
The organisation appealed 
to the GHMC and Telan-
gana government to re-
spond positively to public 
sentiment and officially 
dedicate the Malakpet 
flyover to Punjala Sud-
heer Kumar. It described 
the proposed naming as a 
fitting tribute to a leader 
remembered for his serv-
ice, grassroots activism 
and commitment to dis-
advantaged communities.

Congress PAC Reviews SIR Phase-II 
 Strategy in Undivided Medak District

Dosapalli Gram Sabha 
Passes Resolution Seeking 
Change of ASHA Worker

HYDERABAD 
Wakeup telangana 
 
 A Gram Sabha held at 
Dosapalli village in Re-
gode mandal on Monday 
passed a resolution seek-
ing the replacement of the 
village ASHA worker, fol-
lowing concerns raised by 
residents over the avail-
ability of healthcare-re-
lated services.During the 
meeting, which discussed 
village development and 
various public issues, res-
idents raised several alle-
gations regarding ASHA 
worker Anuradha. They 
alleged that she was not 
residing locally and that 
another person was at-
tending to certain duties 
on her behalf.Villagers 
further alleged that An-
uradha was staying in her 
native place, Narayank-
hed, and was therefore 
not regularly available to 
provide healthcare assis-
tance to the residents of 
Dosapalli. They claimed 
that ASHA services were 
particularly difficult to ac-
cess during emer-
gencies.Following the 
discussion, the Gram 

Sabha passed a resolu-
tion stating that they did 
not want the present 
ASHA worker to continue 
and requested the au-
thorities concerned to ar-
range a replacement.The 
villagers appealed to sen-
ior officials to examine the 
matter and take appropri-
ate action at the earliest. 
They stressed that essen-
tial health and welfare 
services should be readily 
accessible within the vil-
lage, particularly for 
women, children and 
people requiring assis-
tance during emer-
gencies.Village Sarpanch 
Amar Simha Reddy, Dep-
uty Sarpanch Lakshmi, 
ward members Venkate-
sham, Shabbir, Lakshmi, 
Poothalithalli and Po-
chamma, Youth President 
Srinivas Reddy, youth 
leader Gurunath Reddy, 
and other villagers partici-
pated in the Gram 
Sabha.The allegations re-
ported above were raised 
by villagers during the 
Gram Sabha; the re-
sponse of the ASHA 
worker or the health au-
thorities was not immedi-
ately available.

HYDERABAD 
Wakeup telangana 
 
A key meeting of the 
Congress Party’s Dis-
trict Political Affairs 
Committee (PAC) for 
the erstwhile Medak 
district was held in 
Medak under the chair-
manship of TPCC Pres-
ident Bomma Mahesh 
Kumar Goud on Mon-
day.State Medical and 
Health Minister Damo-
dar Rajanarsimha, Na-
rayankhed MLA Dr. 
Patlolla Sanjeeva 
Reddy, Medak MLA 
Dr. Mynampally Ro-
hith, former MLA T. 
Jagga Reddy, Congress 
constituency in-
charges, DCC pres-
idents from the districts 
falling under the erst-
while Medak region, 
Block Congress pres-
idents and other party 
leaders participated in 
the meeting. 

 Focus on SIR Phase-
IIThe PAC reviewed 
the action taken and im-
plementation of deci-
sions made at its 
previous meeting and 
discussed the party’s or-
ganisational strategy for 
the next phase.A major 
focus of the meeting 
was SIR Phase-II, with 
leaders discussing an 
action plan and review-
ing the issue Assembly 
constituency-wise ac-
ross the erstwhile 
Medak district. 
 Party leaders delib-

erated on coordination 
at the constituency and 
grassroots levels and 
the measures required 
for effective implemen-
tation of the decisions 
taken by the PAC.The 
meeting brought to-
gether senior leaders 
and organisational rep-
resentatives from across 
the erstwhile Medak 
district to review pre-
vious decisions and 
strengthen coordination 
for the upcoming SIR 
Phase-II exercise. 
 

Revanth Reddy declines comment 
on Konda Surekha controversy 
HYDERABAD 
Wakeup telangana 
 
Chief Minister A Re-
vanth Reddy on Monday 
declined to comment on 
the controversy involv-
ing Forest Minister 
Konda Surekha and her 
daughter Sushmitha, 
saying the party high 
command’s decision 
would be final. 
 He also appealed to 
party leaders not to raise 
speculative issues in 
public. The issue was al-
ready being handled by 
the TPCC Disciplinary 
Committee, he said, 
stressing the importance 
of discipline in the party. 
“Irrespective of their 
rank and position, all 
leaders have to abide by 
the party high com-
mand’s decision,” Re-
vanth Reddy said at a 
press conference here. 
 The Chief Minister said 
he would not comment 

on internal party matters 
before the media. “If 
there are any issues, they 
should be discussed in-
ternally in the party,” he 
said, adding that action 
would be taken based on 
the Disciplinary Com-
mittee’s report. 
 Later, the Chief Minis-
ter held a meeting with a 
few Ministers and 
MLAs at the Secretariat 
to discuss various issues. 
Interestingly, he is learnt 
to have instructed the 
MLAs not to make 
further comments or de-
mands in the media over 
the controversy involv-

ing the Forest Minister 
and her daughter. 
 This comes after 18 
MLAs held a press con-
ference at the Congress 
Legislative Party (CLP) 
office on Friday and de-
manded stern action 
against the Minister. Be-
fore flying back to Hy-
derabad from the UK, 
the Chief Minister had 
also announced that he 
would speak extensively 
on all issues. 
Konda’s meeting with 
Kharge 
It may be recalled that 
the Forest Minister had 
met AICC chief Malli-

karjun Kharge in Benga-
luru on Sunday.  
Though the meeting’s 
outcome has not been 
known, the Chief Min-
ister’s comments at the 
press conference and the 
reported instructions to 
the MLAs later, party 
leaders believe the high 
command may take its 
time to decide on the 
issue and may not be in-
fluenced by the pressure 
exerted by a section of 
leaders. 
Zoom meeting 
Meanwhile, AICC in-
charge Meenakshi Nata-
rajan and TPCC 
president Mahesh 
Kumar Goud held a 
Zoom meeting with 
party leaders on the SIR. 
The Chief Minister, ho-
wever, held a separate 
meeting with a few 
MLAs and Ministers at 
the Secretariat despite 
being in the city. 
 

PJR Stadium Gandhi Statue: 
Steel Steps Sought

HYDERABAD 
Wakeup telangana 
Srirangam Venkatesh  
 
Social activist Middela 
Mallareddy has submitted 
a complaint through Praja 
Vani, seeking installation 
of steel steps at the Ma-
hatma Gandhi statue at 
PJR Stadium.Mallareddy 
said the statue is posi-
tioned at a height that 
makes it difficult for 
people to clean it or gar-
land it during Gandhi Jay-
anti, death anniversary 
and other constituency 
programmes.He urged 
CMC officials to install 
steel steps at the earliest 
and, if the existing steps 

that were reportedly 
placed near the National 
Highway are available 
elsewhere, locate and re-
install them.Mallareddy 
said he would wait 10 
days for the CMC to take 
action, failing which he 
and his supporters would 
install the steel steps 
themselves.Gangaram, 
Sangareddy, Janardhan 
Goud, Rangareddy and 
Raju Yadav participated in 
the programme.
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No Sugar Shortage In India,  
Retail Prices Likely To Ease: ISMA 
NEW DELHI 
Wakeup telangana 
 
Amid a sharp rise in sugar 
prices, the Indian Sugar 
Mills Association 
(ISMA), the apex body 
representing the sugar in-
dustry, on Monday said 
there is no shortage of 
sugar in the country and 
retail prices are likely to 
ease soon. Sugar prices 
have increased signifi-
cantly from Rs 48.18 per 
kg on July 20 to Rs 63.12 
per kg as of August 23, 
driven by tighter domestic 
supplies and rising de-
mand ahead of the festive 
season. Some industry in-
siders had linked the price 
increase to the diversion 
of sugar towards ethanol 
production. 
 Addressing a press con-
ference, ISMA president 
Niraj Shirgaokar rejected 
speculation of a shortage 
and said the recent surge 
was the result of several 
factors, including specu-
lative buying by traders 

and bulk consumers and 
lower sugar production 
caused by adverse 
weather conditions. 
 Shirgaokar also denied 
allegations that sugar 
mills were deliberately 
creating an artificial short-
age or increasing ex-mill 
prices to push up retail 
rates. “India does not have 
a sugar shortage,” he said, 
adding that prices had al-
ready started to ease after 
the government permitted 
duty-free imports of one 
million tonnes of raw 
sugar. 
 According to ISMA, 
sugar stocks at the end of 
September are expected to 
be around 35 lakh tonnes. 
Sugar mills are likely to 
begin operations from 

around October 15 and 
could produce 10-12 lakh 
tonnes during October. 
Monthly domestic con-
sumption, meanwhile, is 
estimated at around 24-25 
lakh tonnes. 
 The government has also 
tightened stockholding 
norms for bulk consumers 
from September 1. Under 
the revised rules, bulk 
buyers will be permitted 
to maintain stocks equiv-
alent to only 15 days of 
consumption. The meas-
ure is aimed at preventing 
hoarding and curbing 
speculative activity during 
the festive season, when 
sugar demand tradi-
tionally rises. 
 Domestic sugar stocks 
are currently estimated at 
around 3.5-3.9 million 
tonnes, significantly 
below the government's 
normative buffer of six 
million tonnes. The tight-
ening supply situation 
ahead of the new crushing 
season prompted the Cen-
tre to allow duty-free im-

ports of one million 
tonnes of raw sugar until 
October 31. 
 The decision marks the 
first such move by the 
government in nearly a 
decade and is intended to 
improve domestic avail-
ability and moderate 
prices during the transi-
tion period before the new 
sugar season begins. The 
Centre has attributed the 
recent increase in sugar 
prices to lower-than-ex-
pected production, 
weather-related damage to 
sugarcane crops, concerns 
over global supplies and 
possible hoarding. It has, 
however, rejected the ar-
gument that diversion of 
sugar towards ethanol 
production is the primary 
reason behind the price 
surge. 
 With imported sugar ex-
pected to supplement do-
mestic supplies and mills 
preparing to restart crush-
ing operations from mid-
October, industry officials 
expect market conditions.

Right to Walk: SC Seeks States’ 
Response on Footpath Guidelines 
NEW DELHI 
Wakeup telangana 
 
The existence of footpaths 
is an integral part of 
human life, the Supreme 
Court said on Monday 
while directing all states 
and Union Territories to 
respond on the implemen-
tation of its directions for 
properly demarcated, en-
croachment-free space for 
pedestrians. A bench of 
Justices PS Narasimha 
and Alok Aradhe im-
pleaded all the states and 
Union Territories as 
parties in the suo motu 
case on ensuring properly 
demarcated footpaths, 
wherever there is a road. 
 "The first step is proper 
demarcation of space for 
pedestrians. There should 
be confidence of safety in 
walking. Wherever there 
is a road, people should 
walk in the demarcated 
space," the bench told Ad-
ditional Solicitor General 
KM Nataraj, appearing 
for the Centre. The ASG 
brought to the notice of 
the bench that since roads 
are a state subject, the 
Ministry of Road, Trans-
port and Highways 
(MoRTH) and the Mini-
stry of Housing and 
Urban Affairs (MoHUA) 
have issued advisories to 

all the states and Union 
Territories, besides the 
National Highways Au-
thority of India for crea-
tion of proper demarcated 
space for pedestrians, in 
compliance of the direc-
tions of the court. 
 The bench asked the 
states and UTs to reply to 
these advisories issued by 
the ministries, saying, 
"the existence of foot-
paths is an integral part of 
human life". On August 3, 
the bench directed the 
Centre to ensure that 
every road had a properly 
demarcated space for pe-
destrians. It had asked the 
Centre to instruct the au-
thorities concerned to 
make sure that the space 
meant for walking is not 
encroached upon and is 
properly separated from 
motor vehicle lanes. 
 The apex court had em-
phasised that pedestrians 

should have confidence 
that the space is meant for 
them and they can walk 
freely without any threat 
of moving vehicles. On 
June 19, in a significant 
verdict, the top court had 
held that the right to walk 
on a demarcated footpath 
is a fundamental right. It 
held that this right shall 
have priority over motor-
ised vehicles on demar-
cated paths, and it forms 
part of the right to move-
ment guaranteed under 
Article 19 (1) (d) and 
other fundamental rights, 
including Article 21 (right 
to life and liberty). 
 The top court said that a 
citizen's fundamental right 
to walk on a demarcated 
footpath is primary and 
shall have priority over 
movement by motorised 
vehicles. The declaration 
by the top court came in 
an unfortunate motor ac-

cident compensation case 
where a father lost his 
five-year-old son while 
taking him to school. 
"The right to walk is a 
fundamental right under 
Part III of the Constitu-
tion. It is integral to the 
right to movement guar-
anteed under Article 
19(1)(d), read with Article 
19(1)(a), Article 19(1) (b), 
Article 19(1) (c) and Ar-
ticle 21 of the Constitu-
tion of India. The 
fundamental right to walk 
will take within its sweep 
the right to demarcated 
footpaths. These rights are 
primary and shall have 
priority over movement 
by motorised vehicles," it 
had ruled. It held that the 
fundamental right to walk 
on demarcated footpaths 
has a correlative duty and 
"If the road exists, there is 
a duty to ensure that there 
are demarcated and well-
maintained footpaths for 
walkers." The apex court 
said the duty bearers are 
the urban development 
authorities, municipal cor-
porations, municipalities 
and even panchayats, who 
must endeavour to demar-
cate, construct, maintain, 
and safeguard footpaths 
and other necessary pe-
destrian infrastructure, as 
walking is integral to life. 

Sarnaik Defends Mandatory  
Marathi Rule, Slams Akhilesh Yadav 
 MUMBAI 
Wakeup telangana 
 
After former Uttar Pra-
desh Chief Minister and 
Samajwadi Party chief 
Akhilesh Yadav ques-
tioned the Maharashtra 
government’s decision to 
make working knowl-
edge of Marathi man-
datory for taxi and 
auto-rickshaw drivers, 
Maharashtra Transport 
Minister Pratap Baburao 
Sarnaik asked him to 
focus on the upcoming 
Uttar Pradesh elections 
instead of Maharashtra’s 
affairs. Defending the 
decision, Mr Sarnaik ac-
cused Mr Yadav of fail-
ing to create sufficient 
employment opportuni-
ties during his tenure as 
Uttar Pradesh chief min-
ister. 
 The Maharashtra Trans-
port Department, mean-
while, has directed its 
Regional Transport Of-
fices (RTOs) to enforce 
the requirement that taxi 
and autorickshaw drivers 

possess a working 
knowledge of Marathi. 
Drivers found unable to 
demonstrate adequate 
knowledge of the lan-
guage are being served 
notices and given one 
month to learn Marathi. 
Those who fail to comply 
could have their badges 
suspended for three 
months. Continued refu-
sal to learn the language 
could eventually result in 
cancellation of both their 
badges and permits. 
 Mr Yadav said while re-
gional languages should 
be respected and pro-
moted, governments 
should not turn language 
into a political or em-
ployment-related barrier. 
He warned that making 
knowledge of a State’s 
local language compul-
sory for those seeking 
work could deepen lin-
guistic divisions across 
the country. In a post on 
X, Mr Yadav said, 
“Every state’s mother 
tongue should be re-
spected and promoted, 

but no language should 
be politicised. This 
creates distance and dis-
cord in the country’s lin-
guistic and emotional 
unity.” 
 However, Mr Sarnaik 
said the Samajwadi Party 
chief should concentrate 
on the forthcoming Uttar 
Pradesh elections. He 
took aim at Mr Yadav’s 
record as Uttar Pradesh 
Chief Minister, accusing 
him of failing to generate 
enough employment in 
the State and arguing that 
this had contributed to 
people from Uttar Pra-
desh and other parts of 
North India seeking live-
lihoods in Maharashtra. 
“Maharashtra has been 
providing livelihood to 
North Indians for the last 
40-50 years. You could 
not generate employment 
during your tenure, so 
these people came to Ma-
harashtra and we ac-
cepted them. We 
supported them like our 
brothers,” Mr Sarnaik 
said. 

Denying media reports that he had 
planned meetings with US Vice-
President J.D. Vance and New 
York City Mayor Zohran Mamdani 
without informing the MEA, Re-
vanth Reddy said the entire itiner-
ary had been provided to the 
ministry. “I would have to obtain a 
prior appointment to meet a mayor, 
Vice President or anyone else. It’s 
not as though one can simply drop 
by the office of a ward councillor. 
The Indian High Commission has 
to clear every meeting,” the CM 
said. The Chief Minister said the 
denial would not prevent Telan-
gana from pursuing its investment 
and development objectives. An in-
vestment summit would be orga-
nised at Future City in December, 

at which investment opportunities 
in Telangana would be showcased 
and explained in detail to investors 
from across the globe. “Even if the 
Centre stops me from going to the 
US, it cannot stop me from achiev-
ing my objective of bringing in-
vestments to the state,” he said. 
Revanth Reddy said Congress MPs 
would raise the issue in parliament, 
with AICC president Mallikarjun 
Kharge and Leader of Opposition 
in the Lok Sabha Rahul Gandhi 
taking it up with the Centre. Re-
vanth Reddy disputed the MEA’s 
explanation, saying the CMO had 
clearly communicated the objec-
tives and schedule of the US visit 
to the ministry. He said the MEA 
had examined the proposal and 
subsequently declined permission 
for the visit, which he described as 

a politically motivated decision. He 
maintained that the Centre’s action 
was not only discriminatory but 
also contrary to the spirit of co-
operative federalism. 

After the protests were called off, 
CJP official spokespersons have 
since repeatedly accused the Cen-
tre of dragging its feet, particularly 
on the promise to withdraw FIRs 
and the protection of protesters 
from punitive action. The issue had 
reached the Supreme Court, where 
the CJP on August 18 accused the 
Centre of resisting efforts to facili-
tate the quashing of FIRs against 
students and protesters. It had then 
warned that failure to show con-
crete progress on the July 25 com-
mitments could lead to renewed 

nationwide action. In its statement 
on Monday, the CJP alleged that 
the government had "delayed ac-
tion, hidden behind technicalities 
and avoided giving clear commit-
ments" and said a written assur-
ance promised by the Centre was 
also pending. "A government can-
not take the trust of an entire gen-
eration, use it to send young people 
home, and then quietly retreat from 
its own word. We will not accept 
this betrayal," it said. The outfit ap-
pealed to students, youth organisa-
tions and young people from across 
the country to join the September 5 
march, while stressing that the pro-
test would be peaceful. "The fam-
ilies who lost their children will 
walk at the front. Victims of police 
brutality will walk beside them. 
Behind them will walk a genera-

tion demanding only one thing 
from its government: Keep your 
word," it said. 

The H-1B program allows U.S. 
employers to hire foreign workers 
with training in specialty fields and 
offers 65,000 visas annually, with 
another 20,000 for workers with 
advanced degrees, approved for 
three to six years. 
 The order Trump issued last year 
sharply increased the cost of ob-
taining some H-1B visas, which 
had typically come with about 
$2,000 to $5,000 in fees, depend-
ing on various factors. 
 Trump, a Republican, and other 
critics of the H-1B program say it 
is abused by many companies who 
replace American workers with 

cheaper foreign labor. But business 
groups and many individual com-
panies have said the visa program 
is needed to address a lack of qual-
ified American workers for some 
jobs and to allow U.S. businesses 
to recruit top talent. 
 About 70 employers had paid the 
$100,000 fee on a total of �85 
visa  applications as of late Feb-
ruary, according to court filings. In 
imposing the fee, Trump invoked 
the president's power under federal 
immigration law to restrict the 
entry of certain foreign nationals 
who would be detrimental to U.S. 
interests. The fee is being chal-
lenged by the U.S. Chamber of 
Commerce, the largest U.S. busi-
ness lobbying group, Democratic-
led states and a coalition of unions 
and employers. 

Revanth Slams........... 

FROM FRONT PAGE

CAA Citizenship Hearings to End Soon; 
23,000 Certificates Issued: Suvendu 
MUMBAI 
Wakeup telangana 
 
West Bengal Chief Minis-
ter Suvendu Adhikari on 
Monday said that hearings 
of applications for citizen-
ship under the CAA will 
soon be over, and so far 
the state has issued certifi-
cates to 23,000 people out 
of 2.30 lakh applicants. 
Addressing a press confer-
ence at the state secretar-
iat 'Nabanna', Adhikari 
said the hearings related 
to citizenship under the 
CAA would be completed 
expeditiously and certifi-
cates issued soon. 
 The CAA or the Citizen-
ship (Amendment) Act, 
2019, seeks to grant In-
dian citizenship to refu-

gees belonging to six 
communities, who had 
sought shelter in India be-
fore December 31, 2014, 
due to religious persecu-
tion in three neighbouring 
countries - Pakistan, Ban-
gladesh and Bangladesh. 
The six communities are 
Hindus, Sikhs, Buddhists, 
Jains, Parsis and Chris-
tians. "We will complete 
the hearings quickly 
through the district magis-
trates. Out of the 2.30 
lakh cases, 23,000 have 

received certificates and 
2.07 lakh are still pend-
ing," Adhikari told a press 
conference. 
 He added that those who 
had not yet applied for cit-
izenship under CAA 
would also be able to do 
so and stated that the pro-
cess for Hindu refugees 
who came from Bangla-
desh citing religious 
persecution would be ex-
pedited. "We will com-
plete the hearings quickly 
and issue certificates to 
Hindu refugees who came 
from Bangladesh because 
of religious persecution," 
the chief minister said. 
Adhikari also sought to 
reassure members of the 
Matua community and 
other Hindu refugees who 

had been waiting for CAA 
certificates for a long time 
that they will receive their 
certificates from him. 
 "The Government of 
India has entrusted this re-
sponsibility to me," the 
CM said. Adhikari had on 
August 1 said that all 
pending applications for 
citizenship under the CAA 
in the state would be dis-
posed of within the next 
six months. On the law-
and-order front, Adhikari 
on Monday announced 
that a provision of a new 
legislation would come 
into force from Monday 
and warned that those 
damaging government 
property would not be 
spared. 
 

WB Minister Backs Police Excess, Encounter To Tackle Goons 
NEW DELHI 
Wakeup telangana 
 
West Bengal panchayat 
minister Dilip Ghosh has 
come out in full support 
of police excess and en-
counter to end threat cul-
ture in the state. 
Addressing an event of a 
BJP office inauguration in 
his assembly constituency, 
Kharagpur Sadar in West 
Midnapore, Mr Ghosh 
said, “I have asked the 

cops to act like cops. We 
will not tolerate police be-
having like party cadres or 
mafia.” He pointed out, 

“If there is any complaint 
on this, do let us know. 
We will solve that.  
 Thieves and dacoits ear-
lier visited Khargapur 
from surrounding areas 
and states and ran their 
control here. The police 
didn't do anything even 
after knowing that. Now 
the police have started 
their job. But many are 
now complaining of po-
lice excess.” The BJP 
MLA then observed, “You 

have watched videos of 
police chasing and catch-
ing addicts. No one will 
be spared.  
 If needed, there will be 
encounters that happened 
in Baruipur during the es-
cape of an accused. Let 
the police do a little bit of 
excess. Police excess is 
better than the excess by 
goons and mafia. Only 
then peace can prevail. 
We want to give people 
peace.” 

CBI Books 
Former DGCA 
Official, Aviation 
Firms 
 The CBI has registered a 
case against a former Di-
rectorate General of Civil 
Aviation (DGCA) official 
and several aviation-re-
lated companies for alleg-
edly abusing his official 
position, extending undue 
favours to select flying 
training organisations and 
facilitating suspicious air-
craft transactions. The 
FIR alleged that the probe 
uncovered a “systematic 
network of corporate en-
tities” controlled and man-
aged by the immediate 
and extended family of 
Captain Anil Gill, then di-
rector of flying training at 
the DGCA. 
 Bluethroat Aero Global 
Pvt. Ltd was incorporated 
in 2016 with Gill’s mother 
and maternal aunt as di-
rectors, while his cousin 
and sister-in-law joined 
the company later, the 
FIR said. Two other com-
panies, Sabres Corporate 
Solutions Pvt. Ltd and 
Sandhills Aviation IFSC 
Pvt. Ltd, were also alleg-
edly incorporated with 
Gill’s relatives as direc-
tors. The case was reg-
istered on Friday against 
Gill, Bluethroat Aero 
Global, Redbird Aviation 
Academy Pvt. Ltd, Sabres 
Corporate Solutions and 
Sandhills Aviation IFSC, 
besides unidentified pub-
lic servants and private in-
dividuals. 

CJP Announces.......... 
Trump Adminis...... 
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IS LATEST JOINT SECY REJIG 
PAVING ROAD TO 2029? 

HYDERABAD 
Wakeup telangana 
 
The Centre’s latest ap-
pointment of 48 babus 
at the joint secretary 
level across ministries 
looks routine on the 
surface. It isn’t. When 
postings cut across ag-
riculture, commerce, 
defence, civil aviation 
and home, it’s less 
about filling vacancies 
and more about recal-
ibrating the govern-
ment’s operating 
system. Joint sec-
retaries sit at that cru-
cial junction where 
policy leaves the draw-
ing board and meets 
the real world. Change 
the people there, and 
you often change how 
things actually get 
done. 
 The headline move is 
the appointment of Har-
dik Satishchandra Shah 
as private secretary to 
Narendra Modi at the 
joint secretary rank. 
That’s not just a posting 
— it’s a signal. It tells 
you who’s in the room 
when decisions are 
shaped, who filters in-
formation and who gets 
to nudge priorities. 
Clearly, this isn’t an iso-

lated reshuffle; it’s part 
of a longer game. The 
Narendra Modi govern-
ment has been steadily 
tightening coordination 
across ministries, fa-
vouring officers who 
deliver, move files effi-
ciently, and stay 
aligned with the larger 
political direction. With 
another round of 
changes expected later 
this year, this looks like 
scaffolding being put in 
place for the road to 
2029. 
 There’s a logic to it. 
Governments don’t run 
on announcements; 
they run on execution. 
And execution, in India, 
is only as good as the 
babu handling the file. 
Put the right people in 
the right slots, and 
things move. Get it 
wrong, and even flag-
ship schemes start 
gathering dust. But let’s 
not pretend this is 
purely technocratic. 
Babu reshuffles have 
always doubled as po-
litical messaging. 
There’s also the issue 
of churn. Move people 
around too often, and 
institutional memory 
takes a hit. Projects 
that need steady hands 

don’t always benefit 
from musical chairs. 
 Still, the intent is hard 
to miss. This is about 
tightening the system, 
placing trusted officers 
where they matter 
most, and getting the 
machinery ready for the 
next phase. Whether it 
delivers sharper gov-
ernance or just 
smoother optics will de-
pend on one simple 
thing: Are these officers 
empowered to act, or 
just expected to 
comply? 
 Bihar is about to do 
what Indian states do 
best when power 
changes hands: reshuf-
fle the bureaucracy and 
call it a reset. The dif-
ference this time? 
There’s a clearer sense 
of what that reset is 
meant to achieve. 
 Bihar is about to do 
what Indian states do 
best when power 
changes hands: reshuf-
fle the bureaucracy and 
call it a reset.  
The difference this 
time? There’s a clearer 
sense of what that 
reset is meant to 
achieve. 
 Former chief minister 
Nitish Kumar has left a 

deep imprint, but if the 
early signals around 
Samrat Choudhary 
hold, this isn’t just 
about moving babus 
around. The idea is to 
build a compact core 
team,  
bring in technocrats 
who understand indus-
try, and push Bihar to-
ward manufacturing-led 
growth, which it has 
long promised but 
rarely delivered. The 
logic is sound. States 
like Gujarat and Tamil 
Nadu didn’t attract in-
vestment by accident.  
They got the basics 
right — land, power, 
roads — and ensured 
the bureaucracy didn’t 
become a bottleneck. 
Bihar, for all its am-
bition, 
 has struggled precisely 
here. The sectoral 
focus on food process-
ing, textiles and auto-
mobiles is sensible. 
These are scalable, 
job-heavy industries. 
But sectors don’t grow 
because policy says so. 
 They grow when busi-
nesses can actually set 
up shop without getting 
lost in paperwork. 
 
 

EDITORIAL

HYDERABAD 
Wakeup telangana 
 
Builders and property 
owners in Fatehnagar and 
Balanagar have alleged ha-
rassment and extortion by a 
local individual identified as 
Mallikarjun, popularly 
known as “Mailer” Malli-
karjun. According to local 
sources, he allegedly visits 
construction sites, points out 
purported deviations from 
Greater Hyderabad Munici-
pal Corporation (GHMC) 
norms and threatens to com-
plain to civic authorities un-
less money is paid. 
Developers claim that build-

ings with minor structural 
changes or alleged vio-
lations are being selectively 
targeted. 
 The alleged activities have 
reportedly caused financial 
and mental stress among 
some builders and property 
owners. Concerned devel-
opers recently held a meet-
ing to discuss the issue and 
explore legal options. Par-
ticipants reportedly decided 
to collect evidence, includ-
ing communications and de-
tails of alleged monetary 
demands, before approach-
ing the police and senior 
GHMC officials with a joint 
complaint. 

 Local construction repre-
sentatives have urged 
builders to maintain proper 
documentation and avoid 
making payments under 
pressure. They have also ad-
vised affected property 
owners to approach the au-
thorities through formal 
channels. The allegations 
against Mallikarjun have not 
been independently verified, 
and no conclusion regarding 
criminal liability can be 
drawn without a formal in-
vestigation. Builders say 
they are prepared to submit 
evidence to the authorities 
and seek appropriate action 
if complaints are registered. 

Fatehnagar Builders Allege  
Extortion by Local Individual

HYDERABAD 
Wakeup telangana 
 
Gold ornaments estimated 
by the complainant to be 
worth around ₹20 lakh 
were reported missing 
from a house in Ambed-
kar Colony, near Waran-
gal Old Road in Jangaon 
district headquarters. The 
incident came to light 
after the family noticed 
that valuables kept in a 
locked almirah were mis-
sing.According to the 
family, the residence is lo-
cated opposite the Hanu-
man Temple in Ambedkar 

Colony. A long gold chain 
and other ornaments had 
reportedly been stored in-
side the almirah.The head 
of the family had recently 
undergone surgery at a 
hospital in Hyderabad and 
returned home for recov-
ery.  
 During this period, sev-
eral relatives, friends and 
well-wishers reportedly 
visited the house to en-
quire about his health.Fol-
lowing the death of a 
close relative on August 9, 
family members travelled 
to Hyderabad to attend the 
funeral and related cere-

monies. They later re-
turned to Jangaon.On the 
evening of August 11, the 
family reportedly noticed 
that one gold ornament 
was missing.  
 They subsequently 
checked the valuables and 
found that a long gold 
chain and some other or-
naments were also mis-
sing from the almirah.As 
the circumstances sur-
rounding the disappear-
ance remained unclear, 
the family approached the 
local police and submitted 
a written complaint seek-
ing an investigation.The 

exact time when the orna-
ments went missing and 
the identity of anyone re-
sponsible have not yet 
been established.  
 The family has requested 
police to thoroughly in-
vestigate the matter and 
verify all available ev-
idence.Police investiga-
tion is expected to 
determine the circum-
stances of the suspected 
theft.  
Further details regarding 
the registration of the case 
and the progress of the in-
quiry are awaited.

Gold Ornaments Worth ₹20 Lakh Reported Missing in Jangaon

CRIME

HYDERABAD 
Wakeup telangana 
 
Anti-Corruption Bureau 
(ACB) officials conducted 
a trap at the Aleru Tahsil-
dar Office on Monday and 
allegedly caught two reve-
nue staff red-handed 
while accepting a bribe of 
₹15,000 for processing a 
land mutation.According 
to available information, 
Budige Mahesh, a res-
ident of Dharmareddygu-
dem village under the 
Kolanupaka revenue 
limits of Aleru mandal, 
had approached the reve-
nue authorities seeking 
mutation of eight acres of 
land belonging to his 
father. 
 It is alleged that GPO 
Ahmed and Revenue In-
spector (RI) Poornac-
handra Rao initially 
demanded a bribe of 
₹20,000 from Mahesh for 

processing the muta-
tion.Mahesh reportedly 
informed them that he 
was unable to pay 
₹20,000.  
 However, the officials al-
legedly told him that the 
mutation could not be 

processed unless the de-
manded amount was paid. 
Subsequently, they alleg-
edly insisted that he pay at 
least ₹15,000.Unwilling 
to pay the bribe, Mahesh 
approached the Anti-Cor-
ruption Bureau and re-

portedly lodged a com-
plaint on Friday.Follow-
ing the complaint, ACB 
officials are said to have 
kept surveillance for two 
days and, acting on spe-
cific information, laid a 
trap at the Aleru Tahsildar 
Office on Monday. 
 During the operation, the 
ACB officials allegedly 
caught the GPO and RI 
red-handed in connection 
with the acceptance of the 
₹15,000 bribe.The two 
revenue staff were sub-
sequently taken into ACB 
custody for further ques-
tioning and investiga-
tion.The incident created 
a stir at the Aleru Tahsil-
dar Office, with further 
details regarding the ACB 
case and subsequent legal 
proceedings awaited.The 
allegations against the of-
ficials are subject to in-
vestigation and due 
process. 

ACB Traps Two Revenue Staff in Aleru 
Tahsildar Office Over ₹15,000 Bribe

Medical Student Dies  
By Suicide In Uppal 
HYDERABAD 
Wakeup telangana 
 
An 18‑year‑old Os-
mania Medical College 
student died by suicide 
at an under‑construc-
tion building near RGI 
Stadium, Uppal, early 
Sunday. His family said 
he was stressed over in-
ternal examinations. 
The deceased, K. Bhar-
gav Reddy of Medak 
district, had been stay-
ing at his relatives’ 
house in Ramanthapur. 
He was preparing for 
exams with his cousin 

late into the night be-
fore leaving unnoticed. 
His family filed a mis-
sing complaint at 7.30 
am, and police later 
found his body. No sui-
cide note was recov-
ered.  
 Police said he had been 
under stress due to 
exams. The body was 
shifted to Gandhi Hos-
pital for post‑mortem 
and later handed over 
to the family. Police 
registered a case under 
missing circumstances, 
later altered to BNSS 
194. Investigation is 
continuing. 

Woman Dies After  
Getting Trapped in Lift at  
Chandanagar Apartment
A 43-year-old woman died in 
a tragic lift accident at an 
apartment in Annapurna En-
clave, Chandanagar, under 
the Chandanagar Police Sta-
tion limits on Tuesday.Accord-
ing to police, Anasuya, a 
resident of Nallagandla SC 
Colony, had visited her rel-
ative's residence at Chatwaz 
Mansion Apartment along 
with her husband, Dhadi Sri-
nivas. As the couple entered 
the lift, Anasuya was re-
portedly still stepping inside 
when the lift suddenly moved 
upward before the doors had 
completely closed, trapping 
her between the lift and the 
entrance.Apartment residents 
rushed to the spot after hear-
ing cries for help and man-
aged to stop the lift before 
rescuing her. She was imme-
diately shifted to a private 
hospital.

Gachibowli Building Collapse:  
Accused Taken Into Custody

HYDERABAD 
Wakeup telangana 
Srirangam Venkatesh 
 
Police took Mohammed 
Sajid into custody on Sun-
day in connection with the 
collapse of an alleged il-
legal under-construction 
building at Anjaiah Nagar, 
Gachibowli.Police reg-
istered a criminal case 
against Sajid for allegedly 
constructing the unautho-
rised structure. A contrac-
tor has also been named 
as an accused. The build-
ing was reportedly being 
constructed on a 50-
square-yard plot over a 
nala, raising concerns 

over building violations 
and safety norms.Two mi-
grant construction 
workers from Madhya 
Pradesh, Umesh Khare 
and Mopath, died in the 
incident. Three others 
were injured, including a 
25-year-old resident of a 
neighbouring apartment 
who was asleep when de-
bris fell on him.Au-
thorities are continuing 
further investigation into 
the building collapse. 
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French Montana Headlines Royal Stag 
BoomBox Season 4 Finale in Hyderabad

H&R Luxe Studio Opens Premium 
Beauty Destination in Patancheru

NEW DELHI 
Wakeup telangana 
 
Escorts Kubota Limited has 
strengthened its premium utility 
tractor portfolio with the launch of 
the Kubota MU4502 and MU5002, 
offering 45 HP and 50 HP respec-
tively. The new tractors target the 
important 41–50 HP segment and 
come with an industry-first 8-year 
transferable warranty, providing 
farmers with long-term ownership 
assurance and enhanced resale 
value. 
 Both models are powered by the 
proven Kubota KQP4 Japanese en-
gine and feature an advanced 12F + 
4R Multi-Speed Synchromesh 
Gearbox. The transmission allows 
farmers to select suitable speeds for 
different operations, including 
heavy tillage and haulage, helping 
improve productivity and reduce 
operational time. 
 The tractors also feature Pompa 
Lift with Dual Stabilizer Spring 
(DSS) Technology, which helps 
maintain implement stability and 
consistent working depth, particu-
larly when operating on uneven ter-
rain. 
 Designed for modern Indian agri-
culture, the MU4502 and MU5002 
combine Kubota’s global design 
language with practical comfort and 
advanced features. Full LED light-
ing improves visibility, while the 
fully covered flat-deck platform, 
premium bucket seat, suspended 
pedals, double-acting power steer-

ing and ergonomically positioned 
controls are designed to reduce op-
erator fatigue during long working 
hours. Balancer shaft technology 
further helps minimise vibration. 
 The tractors are compatible with a 
wide range of primary and second-
ary agricultural implements, includ-
ing super seeders, seed drills, potato 
planters, mini round balers and cul-
tivators. They are suitable for major 
crops such as paddy, wheat, maize, 
pulses and soybean, while also sup-
porting haulage and commercial ap-
plications. A reverse PTO enables 
specialised operations involving ro-
tavators and straw reapers. 
 The new models expand the Ku-
bota MU range, which now includes 
the MU4201, MU4501, MU4502, 
MU5002 and MU5502, giving 
farmers a broader premium utility 
tractor portfolio. 
 Nikhil Nanda, Chairman and Man-

aging Director, Escorts Kubota 
Limited, said the new tractors 
strengthen the company’s position 
in one of India’s largest and most 
significant tractor segments, while 
catering to progressive farmers, 
tractor upgraders, contract farming 
operators and custom-hiring busi-
nesses. 
 Akira Kato, Deputy Managing Di-
rector, highlighted the combination 
of Japanese engineering, durability 
and dependable performance. Rajan 
Chugh, Chief Officer, Tractor Di-
vision, said the company is shifting 
the focus from horsepower to “earn-
ing power,” with the tractors de-
signed to help farmers increase 
productivity and generate additional 
income through custom hiring. The 
MU4502 and MU5002 are being of-
fered pan-India and are suited for 
landholdings of 5 acres and above.

Escorts Kubota Launches MU4502, 
MU5002 with 8-Year Warranty

NEW DELHI 
Wakeup telangana 
 
Seagram’s Royal Stag 
BoomBox Season 4 con-
cluded its four-city tour 
with a high-energy finale 
at Gachibowli Stadium, 
bringing together global 
hip-hop, Bollywood 
music, gaming, art and 
culture. The Hyderabad 
edition featured Ameri-
can rapper French Mon-

tana, who made his India 
debut, alongside LV Re-
vanth, Nikhita Gandhi, 
Payal Dhare and DJ 
Sahil Gulati. 
 The stadium was trans-
formed into an immer-
sive entertainment space 
with vibrant installa-
tions, art displays, food 
experiences and inter-
active zones reflecting 
the festival’s “Living It 
Large” philosophy. 

 Gaming creator Payal 
Dhare kicked off the 
evening with a live gam-
ing face-off against a 
fan, followed by DJ 
Sahil Gulati, whose ener-
getic set set the tone for 
the night. Playback 
singer Nikhita Gandhi 
then captivated au-
diences with popular 
Bollywood numbers, 
while LV Revanth deliv-
ered an energetic per-
formance featuring his 
well-known tracks. 
 The evening reached its 
peak when French Mon-
tana took the stage, de-
livering his signature 
hip-hop sound and inter-
national anthems. His 
performance turned the 
stadium into a vibrant 
celebration and marked a 
significant moment for 
the festival’s growing 
connection with global 
music. 
 Debasree Dasgupta, 
Chief Marketing Officer, 

Pernod Ricard India, 
said Royal Stag Boom-
Box has evolved beyond 
a traditional music festi-
val into a cultural plat-
form combining 
Bollywood and hip-hop 
with gaming, art and im-
mersive experiences. 
 Nikhita Gandhi said 
performing in Hydera-
bad was particularly spe-
cial as she could connect 
with her Telugu-speak-
ing fans. LV Revanth 

praised the festival for 
bringing diverse sounds 
together,  
while French Montana 
described the Hyderabad 
audience’s energy as in-
credible. With Hydera-
bad as its final 
destination, Season 4 
concluded by bringing 
together music, enter-
tainment and contempo-
rary culture, delivering a 
memorable finale for 
Generation Large.
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AEVUM Health Hub, a 
physician-led preventive 
healthcare and longevity 
medicine centre, has been 
launched in Jubilee Hills, 
Hyderabad, focusing on 
preventive care, healthy 
ageing and personalised 
health management. 
 Spread across 15,000 sq 
ft, the facility brings to-
gether more than 10 phys-
icians and specialists, 
comprehensive assess-
ments covering over 100 
biomarkers, AI-assisted 
diagnostics and persona-
lised health planning. 
 The launch was attended 
by MP Konda Vishwesh-
war Reddy, MLA Anil 
Kumbam, former Su-
preme Court Judge Justice 
Subhash Reddy, former 
MLC Bhoopal Reddy and 
film producer Dil Raju. 
Telugu actor Nithiin also 
attended with his family. 
 Dr. Mahathi Reddy, CEO 
and Founder, said 

AEVUM takes a whole-
person approach by ex-
amining cardiovascular, 
metabolic, hormonal, di-
gestive, sleep, nutrition, 
movement and mental 
wellbeing. The centre fol-
lows a five-stage model—
Assess, Analyse, 
Personalise, Optimise and 
Protect. 
 Its specialised pathways 
include cardio-metabolic 
health, orthopedics and 
movement, menopause 
and hormone optimis-
ation, weight manage-
ment, sleep and stress 
resilience, gut wellness 
and longevity. 
 Services include nu-
trition, physiotherapy, IV 
therapy, red light therapy, 
hyperbaric oxygen ther-
apy, compression and con-
trast therapy, VO₂ max 
testing and body-com-
position analysis. 
AEVUM’s philosophy is: 
“Prevention is the Dis-
cipline. Longevity is the 
Outcome.”

VIJAYAWADA 
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HCL Group continued its 
golden jubilee celebra-
tions with a special em-
ployee concert at the 
HCLTech campus in Vija-
yawada on August 22, 
featuring acclaimed singer 
and composer Sid Sriram. 
More than 3,000 employ-
ees from HCL Group and 
the Shiv Nadar Founda-
tion attended the musical 
evening, which celebrated 
the organisation’s five-
decade journey. HCL 
Group and HCLTech 
Chairperson Roshni Nadar 
Malhotra, along with 
HCLTech senior leaders 
Rahul Singh, Vijay Gun-
tur and Vijayawada Centre 
Head Shiva Prasad, joined 

employees for the celebra-
tions. 
Sid Sriram performed sev-
eral of his popular songs, 
creating an energetic at-
mosphere as employees 
sang and danced along. 
 The Vijayawada event 
was the fourth concert in 
HCL Group’s 50th anni-
versary series, following 
celebrations in Noida, 
Lucknow and Chennai. 
HCL marked its official 
50th anniversary on Au-
gust 11, with events con-
tinuing across locations to 
honour its employees and 
the shared journey that 
has shaped the organisa-
tion over five decades. 
The celebrations will con-
tinue across various loca-
tions as HCL Group 
commemorates 50 years 
of its journey.

AEVUM Health Hub 
Opens in Hyderabad
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BITS Pilani’s Work Inte-
grated Learning Pro-
grammes (WILP) marked 
a major milestone by con-
ferring degrees on a 
record 15,153 working 
professionals across 30 
specialised disciplines at 
its 2026 convocation held 
at the Hyderabad cam-
pus.The cohort, nearly 
double last year’s 
strength, represented 
India’s growing culture of 
lifelong learning. The cer-
emony also featured a 

pioneering “phygital” 
graduation, combining the 
physical Hyderabad cam-
pus with an immersive 
Metaverse experience.The 
graduating class included 
more than 2,000 women 
professionals, 167 medi-
cal doctors, 60 defence 
personnel and over 80 in-
ternational learners from 
15 countries. Technology 
and digital domains ac-
counted for 46% of gradu-
ates, while engineering, 
manufacturing and infras-
tructure represented 
35%.BITS Pilani Chan-
cellor Dr. Kumar Manga-

lam Birla said continuous 
education alongside em-
ployment was essential 
for building a future-
ready workforce and 
strengthening India’s pro-

ductivity, technological 
capabilities and global 
competitiveness.Chief 
Guest Atul B. Lall, Vice 
Chairman and Managing 
Director of Dixon Tech-

nologies, highlighted the 
importance of continuous 
learning as technology 
rapidly transforms indus-
tries. He described WILP 
as an important bridge be-
tween academia and in-
dustry.BITS Pilani Vice 
Chancellor Prof. V. Ram-
gopal Rao said the pro-
grammes combine 
rigorous academics with 
advanced simulation 
tools, enabling profes-
sionals to apply newly ac-
quired capabilities 
directly at their work-
places. 
 Prof. S. Gurunarayanan, 

Director-in-Charge, Off-
Campus Programmes and 
Industry Engagement, 
said WILP’s industry-
aligned curriculum and 
cloud-based virtual labs 
help professionals con-
tinuously upgrade their 
skills.With nearly five 
decades of experience, 
BITS Pilani WILP cur-
rently has 51,000+ en-
rolled learners, supported 
by an alumni network of 
more than 1.5 lakh profes-
sionals across 32 coun-
tries. The initiative is 
trusted by over 1,054 or-
ganisations.
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H&R Luxe Studio, a pre-
mium beauty, makeup and 
makeover destination, was 
inaugurated in Patancheru 
by Chief Guest Dr. Preeti 
Reddy, Vice-Chairman, 
Malla Reddy Vishwavi-
dyapeeth, with Sri Gudem 
Mahipal Reddy, MLA, Pa-
tancheru, as Special 
Guest. 
Founded by Mrs. Hemala-
tha Reddy, actress, model, 
producer, anchor, in-
fluencer and Mrs. Uni-
verse International Global 
Queen 2025 titleholder, 
the studio offers profes-
sional beauty services for 
women and men under 
one roof. 
 Its portfolio includes bri-
dal, HD and airbrush 
makeup, engagement and 
reception makeup, hair-
styling, hair treatments, 
colouring and highlights, 
facials, skincare, nail art 
and extensions, permanent 
makeup, saree draping, 

pre-pleating, bridal saree 
rentals and rental jew-
ellery. 
 The studio focuses on 
luxury, hygiene, privacy 
and personalised attention, 
including dedicated pri-
vate rooms and VIP treat-
ment facilities. Speaking 
on the occasion, Dr. Preeti 
Reddy appreciated Hema-
latha Reddy’s professional 
training and vision, noting 
the studio’s focus on qual-
ity services, comfort and 
customer experience. 
 Hemalatha Reddy said 
H&R Luxe Studio was es-
tablished to bring pre-

mium beauty and groom-
ing services closer to Pa-
tancheru residents, who 
often travel to Hydera-
bad’s major commercial 
areas for such facilities. 
 As part of her larger vi-
sion, she plans to launch 
the H&R Luxe Studio 
Beauty Academy within a 
month. The academy will 
provide practical, indus-
try-oriented training in 
makeup, hairstyling, nail 
artistry, skincare and per-
manent makeup, helping 
aspiring professionals 
build careers locally.

HCL Group’s 50th  
Anniversary Celebrations  
Continue in Vijayawada

Escorts Kubota Launches MU4502, MU5002 with Industry-First 8-Year Transferable 
Warranty for Higher Farm Productivity and Long-Term Ownership Confidence

Sensex, Nifty fall on 
Iran sanction fears 

BITS Pilani WILP Confers Degrees on Record 15,153 Professionals
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The Indian benchmark 
indices on Monday after-
noon gave up their early 
gains, as investors re-
mained cautious amid el-
evated crude oil prices 
and  
uncertainty surrounding 
potential fresh US sanc-
tions on Iran. However, 
selective buying in IT, 
Metal, and Realty stocks 
helped limit the down-
side, with the Nifty man-
aging to hold above the 
crucial 24,200 mark at 
close. At close, the Sen-
sex declined 171.72 
points or 0.22 per ent to 

settle at 77,369.11, while 
the Nifty 50 fell 32.95 
points or 0.14 per cent to 
close at 24,219.05.  
The weakness was 
broad-based, with 11 of 
the 16 major Nifty secto-
ral indices ending in the 
red. On the sectoral 
front, Metal, Realty, 
Energy, 
 and IT emerged as the 
key gainers, supported 
by selective buying inter-
est.On the downside, 
Banking, Financial Serv-
ices, and Media re-
mained the key laggards, 
with profit booking 
weighing on these sec-
tors. 
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storia Restau-
rant has 
marked its 
grand reopen-
ing in Hydera-

bad following a major 
renovation, with several 
political leaders, com-
munity scholars and 
prominent personalities 
attending the inaugura-
tion ceremony. 
 The renovated restau-
rant was inaugurated in 
the presence of TPCC 
Working President Anjan 
Kumar Yadav, Chairman 
of the Telangana State 
Minorities Commission 
Tariq Ansari, Secunder-
abad DCC President 
Deepak John, community 
scholars and other distin-
guished guests. Proprie-
tor Fatteh Affan, along 
with management repre-

sentatives Syed Asim 
Hussain,Syed Nadeem 
Hussain  and other 
members of the manage-
ment, welcomed the 
guests and shared details 
about the restaurant's re-
newed services and of-
ferings. 
 Speaking on the occa-
sion, Fatteh Affan said 
that Astoria Restaurant 
has been renovated with 
the aim of providing cus-
tomers with a wide vari-
ety of food options under 
one roof. 
 He said the restaurant 
offers a diverse menu in-
cluding breakfast and tif-
fins, meals, biryani, 
Indian cuisine, Chinese 
dishes, tandoori items 
and Mughlai cuisine. In 
addition to its food menu, 
the restaurant also fea-

tures “Chai Ki Dukaan” 
and “Paan Ki Dukaan”, 
offering customers tradi-
tional tea and paan op-
tions. 
 The grand reopening 
brought together political 
leaders, community rep-
resentatives, scholars 
and other prominent per-
sonalities, who congratu-
lated the management 
and conveyed their best 
wishes for the restau-
rant's future. With its ren-
ovated premises, 
expanded menu and vari-
ety of dining options, As-
toria Restaurant is 
looking forward to wel-
coming customers and 
offering a distinctive din-
ing experience in Hydera-
bad.

Bhakti Beats Aarya To 
Emerge LFC Champion 
HYDERABAD 
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Maharashtra’s Bhakti Jay-
esh emerged victorious at 
the Legacy Fighting 
Championship (LFC-2), a 
high-intensity Mixed Mar-
tial Arts (MMA) tourna-
ment held at the Katedan 
GHMC Sports Complex 
in Hyderabad. Bhakti de-
feated Madhya Pradesh’s 
Aarya Choudhary 30-27 
in a closely contested 
final bout to clinch the 
championship title. 
 The title clash attracted a 
capacity crowd, with 
spectators creating an 
energetic and vibrant at-
mosphere throughout the 
contest. Both fighters dis-
played strong technique, 
endurance and determina-
tion, matching each other 
for much of the bout. Ho-
wever, Bhakti gradually 
gained the upper hand and 
maintained her advantage 
to secure a decisive 30-27 
victory. 
Telangana Sports Minister 
Vakiti Srihari attended the 
championship as the chief 
guest and presented the 
prize to the winner. Ad-
dressing the gathering, 
Srihari emphasised that 
sporting success should 
not be measured only by 

victories and titles. 
 “Winning is not the only 
measure of success in 
sports; discipline, deter-
mination, perseverance 
and the fighting spirit are 
equally important,” he 
said. 
 Sports Authority of Te-
langana chairman K. Shi-
vasena Reddy was also 
present at the event. He 
interacted with the partici-
pating fighters before wit-
nessing the championship 
bouts and encouraged the 
athletes taking part in the 
competition. 
The second edition of 
Legacy Fighting Cham-
pionship featured a series 
of highly competitive 
MMA bouts, bringing to-
gether 22 international 
fighters. The tournament 
provided a platform for 
athletes to demonstrate 
their skills, physical 
strength, tactical ability 

and fighting spirit before 
an enthusiastic Hyderabad 
audience. 
 The event also witnessed 
the participation of sev-
eral prominent personal-
ities from the sporting and 
public spheres. Rajendra-
nagar MLA Prakash 
Goud, National Mixed 
Martial Arts Association 
joint secretary Sheikh 
Khalid and Alpha Global 
CEO Tayaba Sultana were 
among those present. 
 The championship high-
lighted the growing pop-
ularity of Mixed Martial 
Arts in Telangana and 
provided an opportunity 
for international fighters 
to compete before a large 
audience. The successful 
staging of LFC-2 at the 
Katedan GHMC Sports 
Complex further added to 
Hyderabad’s reputation as 
a venue for major sporting 
events. 

IOA seeks verification of Telangana 
Olympic Association electoral process 
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Indian Olympic Associ-
ation (IOA) president 
and legendary athlete 
Dr P.T. Usha has urged 
the Telangana govern-
ment to take “urgent at-
tention and necessary 
action at the earliest” 
on the verification of 
the electoral college 
and electoral process of 
the Telangana Olympic 
Association (TOA).In a 
letter dated August 17, 
2026, addressed to the 
Special Chief Secretary 
of the Telangana gov-
ernment dealing with 
Sports, Dr Usha under-
lined the significance of 
the issue, particularly as 
Telangana is scheduled 
to host the prestigious 
Khelo India Games in 
December. She also re-
ferred to her earlier 
communication on the 
matter dated June 6, 
2026.Dr Usha said the 
issue required immedi-
ate attention as it had a 
direct bearing on good 
governance, stake-
holder confidence and 
the interests of sports-

persons. She requested 
the State government to 
initiate necessary action 
at the earliest, keeping 
in view the larger ob-
jectives of the Khelo 
India Games and the 
development of sports 
in Telangana. 
 In her earlier com-
munication, the IOA 
chief stated that the na-
tional body had re-
ceived several 
representations, com-
plaints, reports, objec-
tions and 
counter-representations 
from stakeholders re-
garding the governance 
and electoral processes 
of the Telangana Olym-

pic Association.The is-
sues raised, according 
to Dr Usha, primarily 
concern the composi-
tion of the electoral col-
lege, verification of 
constituent units, main-
tenance of membership 
records, eligibility of 
representatives and par-
ticipation of affiliated 
associations in the elec-
toral process. 
 She noted that the per-
sistence of these dis-
putes had led to 
competing claims and 
adversely affected con-
fidence among stake-
holders within 
Telangana’s sporting 
ecosystem.However, Dr 

Usha clarified that the 
IOA was not seeking to 
interfere with the auton-
omy, administration or 
management of the Te-
langana Olympic Asso-
ciation. She emphasised 
that the IOA remains 
committed to respecting 
the autonomy of State 
Olympic Associations. 
 At the same time, she 
said the interests of ath-
letes, affiliated associa-
tions and the wider 
sporting community 
would be best served by 
an organisation that is 
transparent, credible, 
inclusive and capable of 
securing the confidence 
of all stakeholders.The 
IOA, she said, was of 
the considered view 
that verification of 
membership and related 
electoral processes 
would help strengthen 
good governance, insti-
tutional stability and the 
welfare of athletes in 
Telangana. 
 Accordingly, the IOA 
sought the assistance of 
the Telangana govern-
ment and invited it to 
extend facilitative sup-
port, in accordance with 

the National Sports 
Governance Act, 2025 
and the Rules framed 
under it, for verification 
of the electoral col-
lege.Dr Usha further 
said that, if the State 
government considered 
it necessary, it could fa-
cilitate an independent, 
transparent and credible 
electoral process for the 
Telangana Olympic As-
sociation.The IOA pres-
ident also appealed to 
all stakeholders to 
maintain institutional 
decorum, act in good 
faith and extend full co-
operation to the pro-
cess.  
 She stressed that a 
transparent and demo-
cratic governance struc-
ture would be in the 
larger interest of sports-
persons and sports de-
velopment in 
Telangana.With the 
Khelo India Games 
scheduled to be held in 
the State in December, 
the IOA’s renewed 
communication has 
brought the TOA’s elec-
toral and governance is-
sues into sharper focus.

Renovated Astoria Restaurant Reopens with 
Diverse Menu and Enhanced Dining Experience

A
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Polytechnic students and 
their representatives have 
opposed Government 
Order (GO) 97, express-
ing concern that the order 
has created uncertainty 
over the future of the 
three-year diploma pro-
gramme and the lateral-
entry system into 
engineering courses. 
 Students staged a protest 
outside the State Board of 
Technical Education and 
Training (SBTET) office 
on Monday, demanding 
that the government im-
mediately withdraw GO 
97 and provide clear as-
surances on the continu-
ation of the existing 
diploma structure. 
Members of the Akhil 

Bharatiya Vidyarthi Par-
ishad (ABVP) also partic-
ipated in the protest and 
raised concerns over the 
academic future of thou-
sands of diploma stu-
dents. 
 The students demanded 
clarity on whether the ex-
isting three-year diploma 
courses would continue 
without changes. They 
also sought written assur-
ances that diploma 
holders would continue to 
have the opportunity to 
join engineering degree 
programmes through the 

lateral-entry system. 
 “We want the govern-
ment to clarify whether 
the three-year diploma 
programme and lateral-
entry system will con-
tinue. Students should not 
be left uncertain about 
their academic future,” 
said Prithvi, ABVP 
Greater Hyderabad city 
secretary. 
 Students strongly op-
posed any proposal to re-
place the existing 
three-year diploma pro-
gramme with a six-month 
or one-year certificate 
course. They said such a 
change could affect the 
academic progression and 
career prospects of stu-
dents who have already 
enrolled in polytechnic 
programmes. 
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Osmania University an-
nounced 648 vacancies 
for its PhD Entrance 
Test-2026 under Cate-
gory-II across 12 fac-
ulties, with the largest 
share of seats in science 
and engineering. There 

are 337 vacancies in 
science, followed by 
engineering with 119, 
arts with 61, social 
sciences with 35 and 
commerce with 26. 
Management has 18 
seats, technology 15, 
oriental languages and 
education 11 each, 
pharmacy seven, law 

six and informatics 
two. Online registration 
and submission of ap-

plications for eligible 
candidates will begin 
on August 26. Applica-
tions can be submitted 
without a fine until 
September 25. Candi-
dates will also have an 
opportunity to apply 
with a ₹2,000 late fee 
until October 1. The en-
trance tests are ten-

tatively scheduled for 
the second week of Oc-
tober. 
  The university has ad-
vised candidates to 
check its official web-
site and the OU admis-
sions portal for the 
detailed schedule and 
further updates. 
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The Raidurg Waqf Land 
Joint Action Committee 
has unanimously passed 
key resolutions seeking 
protection of Jamia Ni-
zamia’s waqf lands and 
the historical heritage of 
Raidurg Panmaktha vil-
lage.At a round-table 
conference organised 
under the Telangana 
State Minority Rights 
Struggle Committee 
(TSMHPS), the commit-
tee demanded an imme-
diate halt to the 
proposed TGIIC auction 
of 10.63 acres in Survey 
No. 83/1 until own-
ership, waqf and her-
itage claims are legally 
settled. 
 The committee also 
called for a comprehen-
sive investigation into 
Survey No. 83 and pro-
tection of the area as a 
heritage site. It sought a 

review of the earlier auc-
tion of 6.2 acres and re-
lated ownership claims 
raised by SBI. Another 
major demand was a 
complete survey and de-
marcation of 510 acres 
and 35 guntas of Jamia 
Nizamia waqf land, fol-
lowed by construction of 
a permanent boundary 
wall to prevent en-
croachments and unau-
thorised transactions. 
 The committee further 
proposed establishing a 
Jamia Nizamia Skill and 
Health University to 
provide higher educa-
tion, skill development, 
healthcare-related edu-

cation, technical train-
ing, research and em-
ployment opportunities. 
 The committee urged 
the Telangana govern-
ment to preserve all 
revenue, survey, waqf, 
inam, gazette and her-
itage records and con-
duct an independent 
inquiry into any alleged 
disappearance or tam-
pering of records. It also 
demanded a high-level 
committee to examine 
the legal, heritage, waqf, 
educational and devel-
opmental aspects of the 
issue and submit its re-
port within a fixed time-
frame. 

Raidurg Wakf Land Panel 
Seeks Halt to TGIIC Auction

Polytechnic Students Protest GO 97 
Over 3-Yr Diploma, Lateral Entry Fears 

OU Announces 648 PhD Seats for 2026 Test; Science & Engg Lead 
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The Telangana Tourism 
Development Corporation 
(TGTDC) said it would 
upgrade its Haritha Hotels 
with a focus on food qual-
ity, hygiene, accommoda-
tion, maintenance and 
guest services. TGTDC 
managing director Gow-
thami Pujari has been 
conducting surprise in-
spections of Haritha Ho-
tels to their condition. As 
part of the enforcement 
measures, departmental 

action was initiated 
against the unit manager 
of Haritha Hotel, Vikara-
bad, for lapses in main-
taining the required 
standards. 
 During the inspections, 
particular emphasis is 
being placed on kitchen 
hygiene and food quality, 
according 
 to a statement. The cor-
poration has directed 
hotel units not to compro-
mise on prescribed stan-
dards and said action 
would be taken against 
personnel found negli-

gent. To strengthen mon-
itoring, TGTDC said it 
was installing CCTV-
based live monitoring sys-
tems in the kitchens of all 
Haritha 
 Hotel units for continu-
ous monitoring of food 
preparation, kitchen hy-
giene and staff activities. 
In another initiative, the 
corporation is implement-
ing an automated booking 
system through which vis-
itors will be able to check 
room availability and 
make reservations online. 
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The Welcare India National Ex-
cellence Awards 2026 were held 
in Hyderabad, bringing together 
more than 300 distinguished 
guests, including social workers, 
healthcare professionals, edu-
cators, entrepreneurs, journalists, 
community leaders and awardees. 
The event was organised by the 
Welcare India Social Welfare 
Foundation to recognise out-
standing contributions to society. 
 The prestigious awards honoured 
individuals and organisations for 
their work in journalism, social 
service, 
 healthcare, education, women 
empowerment, youth devel-
opment, entrepreneurship and 
community welfare. 
 Among the prominent awardees 
were TJRA President Mohd. 
Mustafa Ali, Chairman Syed Mu-
been, Mohd. Ismail, Baba, Alam-
dar, Syed Rafif Hyder Razvi, 
Noor Uddin Ali Abeid and Fai-
zuddin, along with other 

members of their team. They 
were recognised for their contrib-
utions to journalism and their ef-
forts to highlight public issues 
and provide a voice to com-
munities. 

 Advocate Mir Qurram Ali, who 
attended the programme as the 
Guest of Honour, congratulated 
all the award recipients. He ap-
preciated their dedication to pub-
lic service and their efforts to 

bring important social issues to 
the attention of the wider com-
munity. 
 The ceremony featured award 
presentations, keynote addresses 
and interactions with distin-
guished guests.  
 The organisers said the awards 
were aimed at recognising mean-
ingful contributions while moti-
vating more individuals and 
organisations to work towards so-
cial welfare and community de-
velopment. 
 Syed Taher Hussain, Founder 
and Director of Welcare India So-
cial Welfare Foundation, said the 
initiative was conceived to rec-
ognise meaningful work, inspire 
others and promote a culture of 
service, excellence and social re-
sponsibility. 
 The programme concluded with 
the organisers expressing grat-
itude to the dignitaries, awardees, 
jury members, sponsors, media 
partners, volunteers and partici-
pants whose support contributed 
to the successful conduct of the 
awards ceremony. 

Welcare India National Excellence 
Awards 2026 Held in Hyderabad

Rakesh Jaiswal Offers Prayers at 
Srisailam on Shravan Somavar

TGTDC to Upgrade Haritha Hotels 
to Star-Hotel Standards 
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On the auspicious occa-
sion of Shravan Somavar, 
former Jambagh Division 
Corporator Shri Rakesh 
Jaiswal visited the Sri 
Mallikarjuna Swamy Jyo-
tirlinga at Srisailam De-
vasthanam and offered 
prayers. He sought the 
blessings of Lord Malli-
karjuna Swamy for the 
welfare and prosperity of 
the people. 
 Jaiswal was accompanied 

by Jambagh BJP family 
members, well-wishers 
and senior party leaders, 
including Srinivas Yadav, 
Amar Singh, Venkatesh 
Goud, Anil Yadav, Talwar 
Srinivas, Mohan Goud, 
Sudhakar Goud, Balaji 
Thakur, Raju Yadav, Nars-
ingh Thakur, Shanker, 
Shiv Guttedar, Saniah 
Guttedar and Harinath. 
The devotees performed 
prayers and sought divine 
blessings on the sacred 
Shravan Somavar. 
 

Hyd-Based Tech 
Start-Up Water 
Raises $2.5 Million 
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Hyderabad-based technol-
ogy start-up Water has 
raised $2.5 million (about 
Rs 23.7 crore) in a funding 
round led by Endiya Part-
ners, with participation 
from angel investors in-
cluding Pullela Gopichand, 
Rohit Chennamaneni and 
Nandan Reddy. Water is 
developing AI-powered 
adaptive surfaces that can 
sense and respond to the 
human body in real time. 
Its current products are 
Flow, an adaptive chair, 
and Cama, an adaptive 
bed, both built on its foun-
dational model, Vortex. 
 The company is address-
ing a gap in connected fur-
niture and sleep-tracking 
products, which largely 
focus on sensing and 
monitoring. Water's sys-
tem combines sensing, 
decision-making 
 and physical response, al-
lowing its surfaces to ad-
just based on the user's 
needs. Flow is designed to 
respond to posture, move-
ment and load, while 
Cama focuses on sleep, 
recovery and respiration. 
 “Our thesis is simple: in-
telligence in the physical 
world should upgrade the 
human being at the center 
of it,” said  
Teja Vinukollu, founder 
and chief executive officer 
of Water. “We call that 
layer biophysical intelli-
gence. The body is con-
stantly telling the surfaces 
it lives on what it needs, 
and Vortex is the first 
model built to listen and 
respond.” 
 

HYDERABAD 
Wakeup telangana 
 
The Cyberabad Munici-
pal Corporation (CMC) 
and Hyderabad Disaster 
Response and Asset 
Protection Agency (HY-
DRAA) have begun 
identifying dangerous 
buildings in Anjaiahna-
gar following the col-
lapse of a seven‑storey 
structure that killed two 
workers on Saturday. 
HYDRAA commis-
sioner A.V. Ranganath, 
along with Kukatpally 

zonal commissioner 
Mayank Singh, in-
spected the site on 
Monday and said urgent 

action was needed to 
prevent further loss of 
life. “We do not know 
when a building may 

collapse. We will work 
with CMC and take 
steps to prevent further 
loss of life,” he said. 
 The collapsed building, 
built on a plot of about 
50 sq yds, stood next to 
another seven‑storey 
structure also found to 
be in dangerous con-
dition. CMC and HY-
DRAA jointly began 
removing the damaged 
building on Sunday and 
continued the work on 
Monday. Local res-
idents flagged other po-
tentially unsafe 

structures in the area. 
Ranganath said these 
would be inspected and 
removed if found haz-
ardous. He noted that 
structural problems 
were linked to buildings 
being raised several 
floors beyond permitted 
limits on very small 
plots. Some had ap-
proval for only two 
floors, with foundations 
and pillars designed ac-
cordingly, but were 
later extended to seven 
or eight floors without 
sanction. 

CMC, HYDRAA Inspect Unsafe Buildings After Gachibowli Collapse 

Mills Colony and CCS police arrested an inter-
state burglar on Monday and recovered gold and 
silver ornaments worth around Rs 12 lakh, along 
with cash and mobile phones, in connection with a 
series of house burglaries in Warangal. 
 


