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THE VOICE OF THE VOICELESS

No Compromise on Our Share 
of Krishna Waters, Says CM 
Revanth: P2 

Dy CM Bhatti moots  
Singareni-Hutti JV to  
boost gold output: P3 

Family Members  
Allowed to Respond 
to SIR Notices: P8 

SCAN FOR EPAPER

MAX: 32.0°C 

FORECAST: LIGHT RAIN LIKELY
MAX/MIN

WEATHER
MIN: 24.3°C
RH: 84%
RAINFALL: 7.5 MM

temp. 32/24°C

NEW DELHI 
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Fears of fresh flooding 
loomed over Nepal on 
Friday as authorities 
warned of rising water 
levels in a debris-formed 
lake near the Tibet border, 
two days after a glacial 
collapse triggered devas-
tating floods in Rasuwa 
and adjoining districts. 
Nepal Police also said a 
water dam on the Tibetan 
side had reportedly burst 
again. The death toll rose 
to 547 with 977 people 
still missing. The Ministry 
of External Affairs said 
320 Indians remain mis-
sing, while around 100 In-
dian-origin people 
holding other nationalities 
are also uncontactable. 
Around 400 Indians are 
stranded but safe on the 
Chinese side, with efforts 
underway to evacuate 
them. MEA spokesperson 
Randhir Jaiswal said 96 
Indians stranded in China 
had crossed into Nepal, 
while 21 Tamil Nadu res-
idents reached New Delhi 
after being evacuated. Ex-
ternal Affairs Minister S 
Jaishankar reviewed the 
situation and said India 
had sent 47.5 tonnes of 
emergency supplies to 
Nepal in two military air-

craft, with further aid 
being arranged. 
 The water level of a bar-
rier lake that was formed 
in the wake of the floods 
has fallen, the state broad-
caster China Central Tele-
vision reported, citing 
data by China’s Ministry 
of Water Resources. The 
water level has dropped 
10 meters (32 feet) from 
the high point on Thurs-
day morning, the state 
broadcaster said. 
 Randhir Jaiswal, Indian 
External Affairs Ministry 
spokesman, told reporters 
that 320 Indian nationals 
remain uncontactable. He 
said 96 Indians who were 
stranded on the Chinese 
side have crossed over to 
Nepal by land and efforts 
were being made to evac-
uate them. India also will 
send another flight with 
relief supplies along with 
a tunnel rescue team, Jais-
wal said. Parts of Bihar 

faced a flood threat on 
Friday as water levels in 
the Ganga, Gandak, Kosi 
and Burhi Gandak rivers 
rose following devastating 
flash floods and continued 
rainfall in Nepal. The 
Bihar Water Resources 
Department said several 
rivers had touched or 
crossed danger levels at 
multiple locations, par-
ticularly in border dis-
tricts. Authorities in Bihar 
and Uttar Pradesh have 
stepped up monitoring of 
river systems downstream 
from Nepal. The Nepal 
floods, triggered by an 
ice-rock landslide near the 
China border, have af-
fected several districts and 
left hundreds missing. The 
Gandak, Kosi, Ganga, 
Burhi Gandak and 
Ghaghra rivers were re-
ported flowing above 
danger levels at several 
places in Bihar.

Didi: Returning To Power In West Bengal Soon 

Nepal Floods : 547 Dead, 
320 Indians Missing
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Trinamul Congress su-
premo Mamata Banerjee 
predicted on Friday her 
return to power “soon” in 
West Bengal, three 
months after losing it to 
BJP in the Assembly Elec-
tion. She also announced 
her statewide visit to 
reach out to the people 
and challenged the BJP to 
throw eggs, which has be-
come a trend here after 
the change in power, on 
her. The former chief min-
ister further accused BJP 
of using the Election 

Commission to hijack the 
polls and the special in-
tensive revision (SIR) to 
loot votes. She was ad-
dressing the foundation 
day rally of her party's 
student wing, Trinamul 
Chhatra Parishad, at Ca-
thedral Road in the city, 
which attracted more 
crowd than that of a simi-
lar one by rebel TMC 
MLAs at Rani Rashmoni 

Road on the same occa-
sion. 
 Ms Banerjee claimed, 
“TMC will return to 
power soon. Watch out 
what happens next. The 
history of this electoral 
theft will be rewritten. A 
major political change 
will come. When it will 
unfold, everyone will 
have to check where they 
stand. One day, BJP's own 
people will answer to 
their leadership without 
our efforts. I am not going 
anywhere until this gov-
ernment is defeated.” She 
added, “People repeatedly 
advise me to take Sanyas. 

But I tell them: first show 
me through your conduct 
what renunciation means. 
Around 14,000 cases have 
been filed in these few 
months. I, along with Ka-
lyan Banerjee (TMC MP), 
will move the Supreme 
Court against them. TMC 
will come back to power 
in a significant way.”The 
TMC chief said, “My 
journey across the state 
will begin soon. If I am 
denied permission, I will 
tour walking. Let the po-
lice try to stop me. Let me 
see how many eggs and 
stones the BJP have. 
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Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi on Friday hailed the 
transformative impact of 
the Pradhan Mantri Jan 
Dhan Yojana (PMJDY) 
over the past 12 years. 
The first project launched 
by Modi after taking over 
as PM, the scheme now 
has about 59 crore benefi-
ciaries and has seen the 
transfer of about ₹53 lakh 
crore directly. Highlight-
ing the government’s fi-
nancial inclusion 
programme's role in ex-

panding access to formal 
banking and empowering 
people across the country, 
Modi in a post on social 
media said, “Today, 
India's banking landscape 
tells a different story, with 
crores of Jan Dhan ac-
counts, wider rural access, 

greater participation by 
women and banking 
reaching the last mile.” 
 The Prime Minister 
launched the PMJDY as 
one of his very first pro-
grammes on August 28, 
2014. The scheme has 
since emerged as a key 
component of the coun-
try's financial inclusion 
efforts. Over the years, its 
expansion has sought to 
ensure that access to 
banking is not determined 
by a person’s location or 
proximity to a traditional 
bank branch.  
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More than 20 lakh ve-
hicles in Odisha have 
come under the state 
transport department’s 
scanner for prolonged 
non-compliance with 
mandatory requirements, 
including insurance, fit-
ness certificates, permits, 

pollution certificates and 
tax documents. Vehicle 
owners who fail to regu-
larise their documents or 
respond to show-cause 
notices within the stipu-
lated period could face ac-
tion, including movement 
of their vehicles from the 
temporary archive to the 
‘Permanent Archive’ cate-
gory. Transport Commis-

sioner-cum-State Trans-
port Authority chairperson 
Amitabh Thakur said ve-
hicles without valid man-
datory documents were 
being treated as non-
compliant and urged 
owners to respond to no-
tices within the prescribed 
timeframe. “If a vehicle 
has no permit, fitness or 
insurance, it falls into the 

non-compliant category. 
Owners are being given 
an opportunity to respond 
through show-cause no-
tices. Those who fail to 
submit their replies within 
the stipulated period could 
face action, with their ve-
hicles moved from the 
temporary archive to the 
permanent archive,” Tha-
kur said. 

3,400 SIR Forms Found at Navi  
Mumbai Shop, 5 BLOs Suspended 

Modi Hails Jan Dhan Yojana’s  
Transformative Impact As Scheme Turns 12 

Madras HC Notice to 
Stalin Over Rs 1 Cr 
Defamation Plea by 
Aadhav Arjuna 
The Madras High Court on 
Friday ordered notice to 
former DMK president M K 
Stalin on a petition filed by 
Tamil Nadu PWD Minister 
Aadhav Arjuna, seeking 
Rs one crore as dam-
ages/compensation for 
making defamatory state-
ments against him. Justice 
K Govindarajan Thilaka-
vadi also ordered notice to 
DMK Information Technol-
ogy wing and posted to 
September 15, further 
hearing of the application 
arising out of a suit filed by 
Arjuna, which also sought 
to restrain Stalin and DMK 
IT wing from publishing 
any similar false and de-
famatory statements con-
cerning him. 
 In his application, the TVK 
leader submitted that the 
present suit was filed 
against Stalin and the 
DMK IT wing for publish-
ing a false, malicious and 
defamatory imputation 
against him through the of-
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Reaffirming growing in-
terest in Hyderabad real 
estate, the Telangana In-
dustrial Infrastructure 
Corporation (TGIIC) 
raised Rs 1,447.22 crore 
from the auction of a 
5.38-acre plot at Raidurg 
on Friday, with Plot P2 
fetching Rs 269 crore per 
acre. The auction came a 
week after Plot P1 was 
sold for Rs 1,386 crore, 
translating to Rs 264 crore 
per acre. TGIIC has re-
ceived 25 per cent of the 
auction value of Plot P1 
as the first-stage payment. 
 Together, the two auc-
tions have generated Rs 
2,833.22 crore from 10.63 
acres, at an average reali-
sation of Rs 266.53 crore 
per acre. The bid amount 
was 52.3 per cent more 
than the reserve price. 
Vamsiram Builders 
bought the land parcel in 
Friday’s auction. TGIIC 
said the realisation of 
more than Rs 260 crore 
per acre in two auctions 
within a week reflected 
investor demand for land 
in the Raidurg corridor 
and confidence among de-
velopers in Hyderabad's 
growth prospects. The 
auction achieved a 52.3 
per cent premium over re-

serve price, with average 
realisation of Rs 266.53 
crore per acre. 
 TGIIC vice-chairman and 
managing director K. Sha-
shanka said the auction on 
Friday reflected investor 
confidence in Hyderabad 
and Telangana and the at-
tractiveness of Raidurg as 
a business and investment 
destination. "The excep-
tional realisations 
achieved demonstrate the 
strength of demand for 
strategically located land 
and the significant value 
that can be unlocked 
through transparent and 
competitive price discov-
ery," he said. 
 Shashanka said the out-
come also reflected the 
state government's inves-
tor-friendly policies and 
infrastructure devel-
opment. The auctions 
were conducted through 
the MSTC e-Auction plat-
form, with JLL serving as 
the exclusive transaction 
adviser to TGIIC for mar-
ket positioning, investor 
engagement and compet-
itive price discovery. 
TGIIC said the two auc-
tions were part of Telan-
gana's land monetisation 
efforts aimed at generat-
ing value from strategi-
cally located public assets 
through competitive pro-
cesses. 

MUMBAI 
Wakeup telangana 
 
Five Booth Level Of-
ficers were suspended 
after 3,400 enumeration 
forms related to the Spe-
cial Intensive Revision of 
voter rolls were found at 
a photocopy shop in Navi 
Mumbai, triggering a 
clash between Shiv Sena 
(UBT) and BJP activists, 
police and district offi-
cials said. The Sena 
(UBT) workers con-
fronted a man, who they 

claimed was an office-
bearer of the BJP's Youth 
Wing, while he was al-
legedly getting SIR 
forms photocopied at a 
shop in the Kharghar 
area, police said on Fri-
day. 
 Sena (UBT) workers, 
meanwhile, alleged that 
the detained BJP youth 
leader managed to flee 
the Kharghar police sta-
tion shortly after being 
brought in for question-
ing. Raigad District Col-
lector Kishan Jawale on 

Friday said a case has 
been registered against 
Suraj Patil under the 
Representation of the 
People Act and the Bha-
ratiya Nyaya Sanhita. 
The authorities took ac-
tion after the forms, per-
taining to voters in the 
Panvel Assembly constit-
uency, were found at the 
shop. 
 Jawale visited the office 
of Panvel Sub-Divisional 
Officer Pawan Chandak 
after taking serious note 

Raidurg Plot Sells for 
Rs 269 Crore an Acre 
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RC Cancellation Alert For Over 20 Lakh Vehicles In Odisha 
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India and Kuwait on Fri-
day held a key dialogue 
during which the two 
sides agreed to bolster bi-
lateral defence coopera-
tion across a wide range 
of areas, including train-
ing, military exercises, in-
dustry, and research and 
development. The inaugu-
ral meeting of the India-
Kuwait Joint Defence 
Committee (JDC) was 
held in New Delhi. The 
first meeting of the JDC 
marked an important step 
towards operationalising 
the objectives outlined in 
the Memorandum of Un-
derstanding (MoU) on 
Defence Cooperation be-

tween the two countries, 
signed during the visit of 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi to Kuwait in De-
cember 2024, the defence 
ministry said in a state-
ment. 
 "Both countries agreed to 
further strengthen bilateral 
defence cooperation ac-
ross a wide range of areas, 
including training, mili-
tary exercises, military 
medicine, staff talks, de-
fence industry, and re-

search and development 
(R&D)," it said. The 
meeting was co-chaired 
by joint secretary in the 
ministry, Amitabh Prasad 
and Brigadier General 
Raed Alsakran of the five-
member Kuwaiti delega-
tion. The Indian 
delegation comprised rep-
resentatives from the three 
services, the Department 
of Defence Production, 
the Defence Research and 
Development Organisa-

tion (DRDO), Armed 
Forces Medical Services 
and the Ministry of Exter-
nal Affairs. 
 Ahead of the JDC meet-
ing, Brigadier General 
Raed Alsakran laid a 
wreath at the National 
War Memorial here, and 
paid homage to the fallen 
heroes. The Kuwaiti del-
egation visited the DPSU 
Bhawan in New Delhi on 
the first day of their visit, 
where discussions were 
held with representatives 
of the Indian defence in-
dustry on potential areas 
of mutual cooperation. An 
industry interaction with 
the Kuwaiti delegation is 
also scheduled for the sec-
ond day of the visit, it 
said. 

The meeting was co-chaired by joint secretary in the ministry, Amitabh Prasad and Brigadier General Raed 
Alsakran of the five-member Kuwaiti delegation. 

India, Kuwait Hold First Key Dialogue 
in Delhi to Boost Defence Ties 
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Basheerbagh firing: A journalist’s 
memory of a day that changed T’gana 

Raksha Bandhan Celebrated at Jampana Pratap’s Residence
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It was a balmy afternoon 
on August 28, 2000, and it 
was supposed to be a rou-
tine assignment. It was yet 
another ‘Chalo Assembly’ 
event called by the Oppo-
sition parties, Congress, 
CPI and CPI(M). I be-
lieved it to be just another 
protest programme 
against the hike in power 
tariff in which the protes-
tors raised slogans, pos-
sibly there would be a 
scuffle with the policemen 
and then they would be 
bundled into police ve-
hicles and later let off by 
evening. 
 But it turned out to be a 
milestone in history when 
protestors clashed with 
police, leading to firing in 
which three were killed. 
The Basheerbagh firing 
incident will remain in the 
annals as it charted the 
birth of Telangana Rashtra 

Samithi (TRS) a year 
later, with K Chandrasek-
har Rao raising a banner 
of revolt against the Te-
lugu Desam Party (TDP) 
and the Chief Minister N 
Chandrababu Naidu. 
 I parked my scooter near 
the police control room 
and by then the reporter of 
The Week, Stanley Theo-
dore, joined me. We had a 
smoke and then chatted 
with the police officers on 
duty for some time. The 
protestors were near the 
Basheerbagh crossroads 
and there were several 
layers of police cordons, 
police vehicles parked ac-
ross the road blocking the 

way, and concertina wires 
and water cannons had 
not yet made an entry into 
the capital city. There 
were hundreds of po-
licemen, law and order 
and APSP men, and 
women constables in good 
numbers. 
 As practically every of-
ficer on duty recognised 
me in those days, Stanley 
Theodore and I inched our 
way past the IT office and 
Nizam College Hostel and 
then onto the Basheerbagh 
crossroads, where there 
were several layers of po-
licemen in riot gear. 
Armed policemen from 
the Central Police Lines 

(CPL) Special Armed Re-
serve (SAR) and APSP 
men were toting their 
.303s, SLRs, and some of 
them were carrying their 
AK-47s too. 
 The crowds, mostly from 
the CPI and CPI(M), dis-
tinguishable by their party 
symbol placards, could be 
seen raising slogans and 
moving ahead from Old 
MLA quarters road and 
Nizam College road. The 
policemen cordoned off 
the area and they ap-
peared to be determined 
not to let the protestors 
break the cordon and go 
towards the Assembly 
building. 
 A couple of other journal-
ists, Ch. V.M. Krishna 
Rao and SNCN Acharyulu 
(who were with Andhra 
Prabha when I was with 
Indian Express), joined 
me and Stanley. Going by 
past experiences, I de-
cided to be behind the po-
lice cordon and not on the 

side of the agitators for 
the simple reason that if 
there was a lathicharge, 
there was every possibil-
ity of being thrashed by 
the policemen. But to be 
on the police side, there 
was every possibility of 
being injured when the 
agitators hurled stones. 
We decided we stood a 
better chance of being 
safe if we were on the po-
lice side. 
 The agitators were be-
coming aggressive minute 
by minute and we could 
see some policemen atop 
the Basheerbagh flyover 
too. Stanley and I could 
sense that there was going 
to be some violence and 
true to our understanding, 
stone hurling began all of 
a sudden. I was near a po-
lice vehicle in which the 
VHF set was crackling 
with messages from of-
ficers summoning more 
forces.  
 

Over 400 trees felled  
for SCB elevated  
corridor in Hyderabad 
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Hundreds of trees which 
stood majestically and 
provided shade for dec-
ades have been felled by 
the Hyderabad Metropol-
itan Development Au-
thority (HMDA) to make 
way for the SCB elevated 
corridor on Rajiv Raha-
dari (State Highway-1). 
 More than 400 trees were 
recently felled at Bolla-
rum for an 18-km el-
evated corridor being 
constructed by HMDA 
from Gymkhana Grounds 
to Outer Ring Road near 
Shamirpet in Cantonment. 
Tree removal is continu-
ing along most of the 

route as land acquisition 
proceeds and the road net-
work from Shamirpet is 
widened. 
 “At Bollarum in Secun-
derabad Cantonment, the 
tree-felling has been car-
ried out as part of the cor-
ridor work, clearing the 
alignment for the pro-
posed elevated stretch,” 
the sources added. 
Sources said tree trans-
plantation and sapling 
planting would be carried 
out at a 1:4 ratio for trees 
cut to compensate for the 
loss of lush greenery. 
HMDA would preferably 
make these arrangements 
in vacant spaces on de-
fence establishment prem-
ises to protect greenery. 

 The felled trees were 
moved from the premises 
at Bollarum in heavy 
trucks and lorries. 
 Some commuters and 
Bollarum residents said 
these trees along the 
stretch had provided 
shade and cool breezes for 
decades, particularly dur-
ing severe summers. They 
said the area had become 
barren and lost its British-
era character after HMDA 
chopped them off for in-
frastructure projects. 
 A city-based environmen-
talist said the trees had 
stood as ancient guardians 
of the roads, but were 
felled as engine noise re-
placed the decades-old 
rustle of leaves. 

HYDERABAD 
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A warm Raksha Bandhan 
celebration was held at 
the residence of former 
Cantonment Board Vice 
Chairman Jampana Pra-
tap in New City Colony, 
New Boinpally, on Fri-
day, highlighting the en-
during bond of love, 
affection and mutual re-
spect. 
Local women and front-
line workers actively par-
ticipated in the 
celebrations. Sisters 
Saroj and Sakkubai, 
along with Resource Per-

sons (RPs) Yada 
Lakshmi, Manjula and 
Shailaja, and several 
ASHA workers, gathered 
for the festive occasion. 
 As part of the traditional 
ceremony, the women 
tied sacred rakhis on 
Jampana Pratap’s wrist 

and exchanged sweets, 
offering prayers for his 
long life, happiness and 
prosperity. The celebra-
tion reflected the cultural 
significance of Raksha 
Bandhan and the spirit of 
togetherness within the 
community.Speaking on 

the occasion, Jampana 
Pratap said the love and 
affection shared between 
siblings on Raksha Band-
han remains a lifelong 
bond. He expressed his 
gratitude to the women 
and frontline workers for 
their participation and 
appreciated their valuable 
contributions to families 
and community welfare. 
 The gathering concluded 
on a warm and festive 
note, strengthening the 
message of unity, respect 
and social harmony asso-
ciated with Raksha Band-
han.
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Since the Congress govern-
ment came to power in 2023, 
it has faced severe criticism 
over acquiring farmers’ 
lands, auctioning govern-
ment lands and making plans 
to utilise government proper-
ties for various purposes. 
 Several of the State govern-
ment’s initiatives have been 
mired in controversy, par-
ticularly over its unilateral 
decisions and plans. From 
Lagacherla and Kancha Ga-
chibowli to colonies along 
the Musi riverbanks and the 
proposed Future City, the 
government has faced criti-
cism over its focus on acquir-

ing and utilising large parcels 
of land. 
 Amid the controversy over 
the inclusion of several pri-
vate properties under the pro-
hibited 22-A list, the State 
government has triggered 
another row with its plans to 
utilise lands belonging to the 
Telangana State Road Trans-
port Corporation (TGSRTC) 
and polytechnic colleges. 
 The government is planning 
to allot six acres of prime 
TGSRTC land at RTC Cross-
roads to the Housing depart-
ment for the construction of 
Indiramma Towers. The pro-
posal has drawn strong criti-
cism from RTC unions. 
 “The government should 
construct houses for the poor 

and needy, but that does not 
mean it can divert RTC 
lands. Previous governments 
allotted lands to the corpora-
tion to meet its future re-
quirements. If these lands are 
diverted for other purposes, 
the corporation may not even 
have enough space to park its 
buses in the days to come,” 
said a member of the RTC 

Employees Union. 
 The government’s proposal 
to allot RTC land to the 
Housing department has also 
raised questions as it had ear-
lier assured employees that 
the corporation would be 
merged with the government. 
 “Instead of fulfilling the 
promises made to RTC em-
ployees, the government is 

eyeing the corporation’s vast 
land holdings,” the union 
member said. 
 Similarly, the Telangana 
Polytechnic Joint Action 
Committee has alleged that 
the government is attempting 
to divert large parcels of land 
owned by polytechnic col-
leges for commercial devel-
opment under the aegis of 
the Young India Skills Uni-
versity (YISU).The commit-
tee said using these lands for 
commercial purposes would 
leave colleges without 
adequate space to establish 
laboratories, research and de-
velopment centres and other 
infrastructure. It alleged that 
this was one of the objectives 
behind the government’s 

plans to merge polytechnic 
colleges with YISU. 
 Interestingly, Chief Minister 
A Revanth Reddy, while 
serving as TPCC president in 
2021, had strongly opposed 
the then BRS government’s 
plans to auction government 
lands. 
 Contrary to those objections, 
however, the Congress gov-
ernment has since auctioned 
several plots owned by the 
Telangana State Industrial In-
frastructure Corporation 
(TGIIC). Now, the Hydera-
bad Metropolitan Devel-
opment Authority (HMDA) 
is also preparing to auction 
its lands, primarily to gener-
ate revenue for the govern-
ment. 
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In a significant step to-
wards strengthening facil-
ities for persons with 
disabilities, Adilabad Dis-
trict Collector Rajarshi 
Shah inaugurated a newly 
constructed soundproof 
room at RIMS Hospital, 
Adilabad, on Friday.The 
facility, constructed at an 
estimated cost of ₹6 lakh, 
was formally opened by 
the District Collector by 
cutting the ribbon in the 
presence of RIMS offi-
cials, doctors and benefi-
ciaries.The soundproof 
room is expected to pro-

vide a suitable controlled 
environment for hearing-
related assessment and 
services, particularly 
benefiting persons with 
hearing 
disabilities.Speaking on 
the occasion, officials 
highlighted the impor-
tance of creating acces-
sible and supportive 

healthcare facilities for 
persons with disabilities 
and ensuring that required 
services are available 
through government insti-
tutions.RIMS Director 
Jaisingh Rathod, DRDO 
Ravinder, APO Pension 
Sesharao, RIMS doctors, 
persons with disabilities, 
officials and staff 
members participated in 
the programme. 
 The inauguration adds 
another specialised facil-
ity to RIMS Adilabad and 
reflects efforts to improve 
accessible healthcare 
services for people requir-
ing special support.

₹6-Lakh Soundproof Room Opens at RIMS Adilabad

No Compromise on Our Share 
of Krishna Waters: Revanth 
HYDERABAD 
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Chief Minister A. Revanth 
Reddy on Friday said that 
Telangana should make 
effective arguments be-
fore the Krishna Waters 
Disputes Tribunal 
(KWDT) -II in a manner 
that would ensure that the 
state gets its rightful share 
of 511 tmc ft of water of 
the 811 tmc ft that was al-
located by the Bachawat 
Tribunal to the erstwhile 
unified Andhra Pradesh. 
Revanth Reddy was 
speaking at a meeting to 
review Telangana’s final 
preparations for its re-
joinder arguments before 
KWDT-II. The meeting 
was attended by irrigation 
minister N. Uttam Kumar 
Reddy, senior Supreme 
Court lawyer and counsel 
for Telangana C.S. Vaid-
hyanathan, along with 
senior irrigation depart-
ment officials. 
 The Chief Minister also 
said that Telangana should 

present its case effectively 
to ensure that if AP gets to 
use 80 tmc ft of water to 
divert to its Polavaram 
project, then Telangana 
should get the 45 tmc ft of 
water that it can claim as 
the upper riparian state. In 
effect, Revanth Reddy 
said, Telangana’s case 
should be that it gets a 
total of 600 tmc ft of 
water as its share from 
Krishna river. He said the 
state government was 

constructing projects with 
plans to use 600 tmc ft of 
Krishna water. When the 
lawyers explained that the 
case on the Brijesh Kumar 
tribunal award was before 
the Supreme Court and 
that the next hearing was 
in September, he said that 
the state’s arguments 
should be such that no in-
justice is done to Telan-
gana’s share from 
Krishna. 
 

Pournami  
Celebrations 
Held  
at Shantalinga  
Maharaj Temple

R. Itikyal: Pournami celebra-
tions were held with great de-
votion and traditional fervour 
at the Sri Sri Sri Shantalinga 
Maharaj Temple in R. Itikyal 
village on Friday, drawing a 
large number of devotees 
from the village. 
 Marking the auspicious oc-
casion of Pournami, devo-
tees began arriving at the 
temple from the morning to 
have darshan of Sri Sri Sri 
Shantalinga Maharaj and 
participate in the special rit-
uals.  
 The temple premises were 
filled with a spiritual at-
mosphere as devotees of-
fered prayers and chanted 
the name of the deity.As part 
of the celebrations, special 
pujas and Abhishekam were 
performed to the deity. Fol-
lowing the rituals, sacred 
Teertha Prasadam was dis-
tributed among the devotees, 
who received it with rever-
ence and sought the bless-
ings of Shantalinga 
Maharaj.Devotees said they 
consider offering prayers and 
receiving Teertha Prasadam 
on Pournami to be highly 
auspicious.  
 Special prayers were offered 
for peace, good health, pros-
perity and happiness of all 
families in R. Itikyal village. 
 The celebrations reflected 
the village's continued com-
mitment to preserving its spir-
itual traditions and brought 
together residents in an at-
mosphere of devotion and 
harmony. 
 

Endowments Minister Konda Surekha ties a rakhi to Chief 
Minister A. Revanth Reddy on the occasion of Raksha 
Bandhan, in Hyderabad on Friday.

Land controversies mount for Congress government in Telangana 

Panchayat Raj 
Employees Turn 
Out in Large 
Numbers for 
Maha Dharna
Responding to the call 
given by the Telangana 
State JAC, Panchayat 
Raj employees from ac-
ross Yadadri Bhuvana-
giri district participated 
in large numbers in the 
Maha Dharna held on 
Thursday, demonstrat-
ing unity and solidarity 
in support of employ-
ees’ demands.G. 
Gyana Prakash Reddy, 
Superintendent (Admin-
istration), Zilla Praja 
Parishad, Yadadri Bhu-
vanagiri, and State 
Council Member, ac-
tively participated in the 
Maha Dharna and 
joined fellow employees 
in expressing solidarity 
with the collective 
movement.The pro-
gramme witnessed the 
participation of Paduri 
Srikant Reddy, District 
President; Ambati Hari 
Shivakumar, District 
Secretary; G. Gyana 
Prakash Reddy and Ko-
lupula Ramesh, State 
Council Members; J. 
Rambabu, 4th Class 
Employees’ President; 
and Dasari Krishna, 
Zilla Parishad Supervi-
sor.Mandal Supervisors 
Sravan Kumar, P. Lo-
keshwar Reddy, P. De-
vender Rao, Sharath 
Chandra Rao and A. 
Srinivas Reddy also 
took part.District Execu-
tive Committee 
members, Mission Bha-
giratha employees, rep-
resentatives and 
in-charges from various 
mandals, along with a 
large number of Pan-
chayat Raj employees, 
joined the protest and 
contributed to its suc-
cessful conduct. 
 The strong turnout re-
flected the collective 
strength and solidarity 
of Panchayat Raj em-
ployees across Yadadri 
Bhuvanagiri district, 
with participants stress-
ing the importance of 
unity in pursuing their 
legitimate 
demands.“Employee 
unity is our strength; 
collective action 
strengthens our voice,” 
was the central spirit re-
flected at the Maha 
Dharna.
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SCCL revives Medical Board meetings after gap, employees allege lack of relief 
HYDERABAD 
Wakeup telangana 
 
Medical Board meetings 
that started in SCCL after 
a gap of nearly one and a 
half years have failed to 
provide any succour to 
employees who seek 
medical invalidation or 
voluntary retirement due 
to health issues. 
 It is worth noting that in 
view of requests from 
employees, former Chief 
Minister K Chandrashek-
har Rao revived the Cor-
porate Medical Board in 
2018 to handle their com-
passionate and dependent 
employment claims on 

health grounds and pro-
vide jobs to their depend-
ents. 
 As many as 118 Medical 
Board meetings were 
convened and nearly 
13,500 candidates were 
given employment during 
the BRS regime. But 
after the Congress party 
came to power, it ignored 
Medical Board meetings. 

After protests by employ-
ees and trade unions, the 
SCCL management con-
vened Medical Board 
meetings in July and Au-
gust, after the last meet-
ing in March 2025. 
Nearly 240 employees 
appeared for interviews 
and medical evaluation, 
and applications of 
around 40 employees 
were approved. 
 There have been com-
plaints that many of the 
applicants who faced crit-
ical health issues were 
denied medical invalida-
tion and declared fit for 
service. If they worked in 
underground mines, they 

were given surface work. 
 For instance, an em-
ployee of Mandamarri 
whose right leg was am-
putated up to the knee 
after a road accident, be-
sides suffering from high 
blood pressure and dia-
betes, was declared fit for 
duties. 
  Telangana Boggu Ghani 
Karmika Sangham 
(TGBKS) state chief gen-
eral secretary Kapu 
Krishna alleged that the 
management is against 
giving dependent jobs 
and hence applications of 
a majority of the employ-
ees are being rejected.

Varalakshmi Vratham  
Celebrated by Usha Sree Thalka
HYDERABAD 
Wakeup telangana 
 
Usha Sree Thalka, Executive 
Committee Member of the 
Apartment Welfare Associa-
tion, celebrated Varalakshmi 
Vratham with devotion and 
traditional fervour on the 
auspicious third Friday of 
Shravan month. Goddess Va-
ralakshmi was worshipped 
with flowers, fruits, tradi-
tional offerings and special 
prayers.She prayed for good 
health, prosperity, happiness, 
harmony and continued suc-
cess for her family and loved 
ones. As part of the celebra-
tions, pasupu, kumkum and 
bottu were offered to married 
women (Muthaiduvulu), 

seeking their blessings and 
highlighting the values of af-
fection, respect and together-
ness.The devotional 
celebrations concluded on a 
joyful note with prayers for 
Goddess Varalakshmi’s 
blessings on every family, 
wishing them peace, prosper-
ity, good health and success. 

Asifabad police 
to provide free 
coaching to 160 
job aspirants 

The district SP Nitika 
Pant said that the po-
lice department 
would extend free 
coaching to 160 can-
didates to help them 
crack police jobs. 
 In a statement is-
sued here on Friday, 
Nitika said that the 
department selected 
the candidates by 
conducting an exami-
nation to provide the 
coaching. She in-
formed that the can-
didates would 
undergo a 90-day-
long free coaching to 
be commenced from 
August 31. She 
added that the aspi-
rants would be given 
training in physical ef-
ficiency, written tests 
and other aspects of 
the selection process.

Matoor Villagers Seek Govt Action to Protect Ancient Mala Poshamma Temple
HYDERABAD 
Wakeup telangana 
 
As Matoor village prepares for 
the Shravana Masam Bonalu 
celebrations on Sunday, villagers 
have renewed their demand for 
the development and protection 
of the ancient Mala Poshamma 
Temple in Motakondur Mandal. 
 The temple, regarded as a re-
vered village shrine for genera-
tions, holds deep religious and 
cultural importance for local res-
idents. Ahead of the Bonalu fes-
tivities, the temple premises and 
surrounding areas were cleaned 
on Friday under the leadership of 
Uday Kumar Battipalli, with the 
participation of villagers and dev-
otees. 

 Despite its spiritual significance, 
residents said the temple has re-
mained without proper devel-
opment for several years. The 

villagers are particularly con-
cerned about the absence of offi-
cially demarcated boundaries for 
temple land, which they fear 
could expose the property to al-
leged encroachments from ad-
joining agricultural lands.  
 They have urged the Revenue 
Department and other concerned 
authorities to conduct an official 
survey, identify the temple land 
and permanently fix its bound-
aries. According to residents, pro-
tecting the land would prevent 
future disputes and pave the way 
for systematic development of the 
shrine. 
 Another major demand is a 
proper approach road and access 
to the temple. Villagers said im-
proved connectivity would be 

especially beneficial during Bo-
nalu and other major religious oc-
casions when large numbers of 
devotees visit the shrine. 
 The residents have appealed to 
Government Whip and Aleru 
MLA Beerla Ilaiah to personally 
intervene and coordinate with the 
concerned departments to resolve 
the long-pending issues.A formal 
representation is also expected to 
be submitted through the Matoor 
Gram Panchayat Sarpanch and 
ward members. 
As devotees prepare to celebrate 
Bonalu with traditional fervour, 
villagers hope the festival will 
bring renewed government atten-
tion to protecting the ancient tem-
ple and developing basic facilities 
for future generations.

‘Clean Village, Healthy Village’:  
Dry Day–Friday Drive Held in Jagiryal

HYDERABAD 
Wakeup telangana 
 
As part of the “Dry Day–
Friday” sanitation pro-
gramme, a cleanliness and 
disease-prevention drive 
was undertaken across all 
wards of Jagiryal Gram 
Panchayat in Regode 
mandal on Friday under 
the leadership of village 
Sarpanch Ryakala Veer-
amma.As part of the ini-
tiative, bleaching powder 
was sprinkled in different 
areas of the village, with 
special focus on maintain-
ing sanitation and reduc-

ing conditions conducive 
to mosquitoes and dis-
ease-causing 
organisms.The pro-
gramme assumes signifi-
cance during the rainy 
season, when stagnant 
water can create mos-

quito-breeding grounds. 
Public-health guidance for 
Dry Day 
 initiatives emphasizes 
regularly emptying and 
cleaning water-holding 
containers and preventing 
water stagnation to reduce 
the risk of mosquito-borne 
diseases.  
Village representatives 
urged residents to keep 
their houses and surround-
ings clean and actively 
participate in sanitation 
activities, stressing the 
message “Clean Village – 
Healthy Village.

Mesrams celebrate Novang ritual at Sri Nagoba temple in Adilabad 
HYDERABAD 
Wakeup telangana 
 
The Mesram community 
celebrated Novang, the 
traditional ritual of wor-
shipping newly harvested 
grains, at the historic Sri 
Nagoba Temple in Kesla-
pur village of Indervelli 
mandal on Friday.Mes-
rams from Indervelli and 
neighbouring villages 
gathered at the temple to 
participate in the religious 
ceremony.  
 As part of the celebra-
tions, they offered prayers 
to their deities and pre-
sented Naivedyam pre-

pared from the newly har-
vested grain.Community 
members said they follow 
the tradition of consuming 
the new agricultural pro-
duce only after offering it 
to the deity. They ex-

plained that Novang has 
been observed by the 
community for decades as 
a way of expressing grat-
itude to nature for provid-
ing food and sustaining 
their livelihoods. 

 The ritual reflected the 
community’s deep-rooted 
faith, cultural traditions 
and close connection with 
nature and agriculture.Na-
goba temple seer Mesram 
Venkat Rao, community 
elders Badirao, priest 
Koserao, chief Dadi Rao, 
Chinnu Patel, and former 
Keslapur Sarpanch Nag-
nath were among those 
who participated in the re-
ligious programme.The 
celebrations concluded 
with prayers and offer-
ings, with devotees seek-
ing the blessings of their 
deities for prosperity and 
well-being. 

Kodad CI accused of manhandling man 
during protest over pan shop demolition 

Minister Seethakka Ties 
Rakhi to Health Minister 
Damodar Rajanarsimha

HYDERABAD 
Wakeup telangana 
 
Raksha Bandhan cele-
brations were marked 
with warmth and affec-
tion as Telangana Min-
ister Seethakka and 
Congress Party women 
leaders tied rakhis to 
Medical and Health 
Minister C. Damodar 
Rajanarsimha and ex-
tended festive greet-
ings to him. 
 According to a press 
note released by the 
Health Minister’s Of-
fice, Damodar Rajanar-
simha blessed 
Seethakka and the 
Congress women 
leaders on the occa-
sion and wished them 
greater success in their 
public service.The 
Health Minister ex-
pressed hope that they 
would rise to greater 
heights while continu-

ing to serve the people 
with dedication and 
achieve many more 
milestones in their re-
spective fields. 
 Highlighting the signifi-
cance of Rakhi Pur-
nima, Rajanarsimha 
said the festival sym-
bolises the deep love, 
affection, emotional 
connection and lifelong 
bond between brothers 
and sisters.He wished 
that the sacred bond 
represented by Raksha 
Bandhan would remain 
strong forever and con-
tinue to inspire mutual 
affection, respect and 
support among 
siblings.The celebra-
tions reflected the tradi-
tional spirit of Raksha 
Bandhan and its endur-
ing message of 
strengthening family 
bonds and relation-
ships.

SURYAPET 
Wakeup telangana 
 
The alleged highhanded 
behaviour of Kodad town 
police against a pan shop 
owner and her brother at 
Yadavnagar on Friday 
drew strong criticism 
from various sections. Ka-
nakamma has been run-
ning a pan shop at 
Yadavnagar in Kodad for 
the past 30 years. There 
are nearly 200 other road-
side shops in the area. Ho-
wever, municipal officials 
demolished her shop 
while leaving the others 
untouched, according to 
local residents. 
 Protesting the demolition, 
Kanakamma and her 
brother Upendra squatted 
on the road and sought an 
explanation from the mu-
nicipal officials. Police 
personnel rushed to the 
spot and tried to clear 
them from the road. As 
Upendra objected to what 
he described as discrim-
inatory action, Kodad CI 
Shiva Shankar allegedly 

grabbed him by the neck 
and pushed him to the 
ground. A video of the in-
cident, which is circulat-
ing on social media, 
shows the police officer 
pushing away family 
members, including 
women, who tried to in-
tervene before dragging 
Upendra towards a police 
van. 
 Upendra was sub-
sequently bundled into the 
vehicle and taken to the 
police station. Objecting 
to the police action, the 
women sat in front of the 
police van in protest. The 
incident has also triggered 
allegations of political tar-
geting. According to re-
ports, Upendra, who 
contested the recent mu-

nicipal elections as a BRS 
councillor candidate, had 
shared a social media post 
criticising local Congress 
leaders. 
Following a complaint 
over the post, he was re-
portedly picked up from 
Hyderabad on Thursday 
and released late in the 
night. The following day, 
his sister Kanakamma’s 
shop was demolished by 
municipal officials, 
further fuelling allega-
tions that the action was 
politically motivated. The 
allegations have drawn 
criticism from different 
sections, with several 
people questioning the 
conduct of the police of-
ficer.

Dy CM Bhatti moots Singareni- 
Hutti JV to boost gold output 
HYDERABAD 
Wakeup telangana 
 
Deputy Chief Minister 
Mallu Bhatti Vikramarka 
has directed officials to 
examine the feasibility 
of establishing a joint 
venture between Sin-
gareni Collieries Com-
pany Limited (SCCL) 
and Hutti Gold Mines, a 
Karnataka government 
undertaking known for 
its expertise in gold 
mining. 
 During his second-day 
visit to gold mining 
areas in Karnataka on 
Friday, Bhatti visited the 
Hutti and UT gold mines 
in Raichur district and 
reviewed the complete 
gold production process, 
from ore extraction to 
the production of refined 
gold. Officials explained 
that the Hutti project 
produces an average of 2 
to 4 kg of gold every 

day. 
Bhatti said combining 
the technical expertise 
and capabilities of Sin-
gareni and Hutti Gold 
Mines could help expand 
domestic gold produc-
tion and improve opera-
tional efficiency. He 
directed Singareni offi-
cials to prepare a de-
tailed action plan 
covering collaboration  
 gold exploration, 
mining, extraction, pro-
cessing and refining. 
 The proposed plan 
should also focus on 

adopting modern mining 
technologies, deploying 
technical experts and 
providing specialised 
training to human re-
sources, he said. 
 Emphasising the impor-
tance of reducing India’s 
dependence on imported 
gold, Bhatti said greater 
domestic production 
would help conserve for-
eign exchange and con-
tribute to economic 
development. A partner-
ship between the two 
public sector undertak-
ings could also promote 

advanced technology, 
generate employment 
opportunities and 
strengthen the country’s 
mining capabilities. 
 Later, Bhatti reviewed 
progress on mineral ex-
ploration in the Deva-
durga Gold-Copper 
Block and directed offi-
cials to expedite the 
work. He noted that the 
exploration block, se-
cured by Singareni 
through an auction, is lo-
cated close to the Hutti 
Gold Mines and offers 
significant potential for 
gold exploration. He in-
structed officials to uti-
lise Hutti Gold Mines’ 
technical expertise for 
the Devadurga project 
and directed the Sin-
gareni CMD to complete 
arrangements at the ear-
liest for inaugurating the 
company’s proposed site 
office at Devadurga. 
 

Lalitha Kumari Celebrates 
Brother-Sister Bond

HYDERABAD 
Wakeup telangana 
 
On the occasion of Raksha 
Bandhan, Sangareddy Dis-
trict Welfare Officer Lalitha 
Kumari celebrated the festi-
val with traditional fervour 
by tying a Rakhi to her 
brother on Friday.The cele-
bration reflected the endur-
ing bond between siblings, 
built on love, affection, trust, 
care, mutual respect and life-
long support.  
 She conveyed heartfelt 
wishes for her brother’s good 
health, happiness, prosperity 
and success.Raksha Bandhan 
symbolises more than a 
sacred thread. It represents 
cherished childhood mem-
ories, shared joys and the 
promise of standing together 

through life’s challenges.The 
occasion also highlighted the 
importance of family values, 
unity and togetherness.  
 Lalitha Kumari extended 
warm Raksha Bandhan 
greetings to brothers and 
sisters across Sangareddy 
district, wishing them lasting 
happiness, affection and har-
mony. 
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Nashik: 'Kanda Express' Of 453 Tonnes Of 
Onions Reaches Delhi To Reduce Prices 

NEW DELHI 
Wakeup telangana 
 
The first ‘Kanda Express’, 
a dedicated railway rake 
carrying 453.65 tonnes of 
onions from Nashik in 
Maharashtra, reached 
Delhi on Friday as part of 
the Centre’s efforts to im-
prove onion supplies and 
control rising prices in the 
national capital and 
nearby cities. 
 Consumer Affairs Secre-
tary Nidhi Khare said the 
train arrived in the morn-
ing with the onion stock 
loaded in 21 wagons. The 
onions, maintained as part 
of the government’s 
buffer stock, will be sold 
in Delhi-NCR at a subsi-
dised price of Rs 35 per 
kg. A portion of the con-
signment will also be 
transported to cities in-
cluding Chandigarh, Lud-
hiana and Jammu. 
 The train was initially 
scheduled to reach Delhi 
on Wednesday but was 
delayed following protests 

by some groups in Na-
shik. Khare said the local 
administration brought the 
situation under control, al-
lowing the rake to even-
tually leave Nashik. 
 The Centre currently 
maintains around 1.21 
lakh tonnes of onions as 
buffer stock under the 
Price Stabilisation Fund. 
The government plans to 
use this stock to increase 
market availability and 
ease price pressures. 
Khare said the release of 
buffer onions is expected 
to bring down retail prices 
in Delhi within a week. 
 The Kanda Express oper-
ation will also expand to 
other parts of the country. 
A rake carrying onions to 

Chennai was scheduled to 
be loaded on Friday, fol-
lowed by consignments 
for Madurai, Ernakulam 
and Guwahati. 
 The move comes amid a 
sharp rise in onion prices 
in Delhi. According to 
Consumer Affairs Mini-
stry data, the retail price 
of onions in the capital 
reached Rs 62 per kg on 
Thursday, an increase of 
about 88 per cent from Rs 
33 per kg a year earlier. 
The all-India average re-
tail price stood at Rs 
46.58 per kg, while the 
average wholesale price 
was Rs 38.29 per kg. 
 Despite the price in-
crease, the government 
maintains that onion 

availability is comfort-
able. Onion production for 
2025-26 is estimated at 
307.37 lakh tonnes, 
broadly matching the pre-
vious year’s output of 
307.67 lakh tonnes. 
 The Kanda Express ini-
tiative was launched in 
2024-25 to improve the 
efficiency of transporting 
large quantities of onions 
by rail. During its first 
year, 14 railway rakes car-
rying nearly 12,000 
tonnes of buffer onions 
were dispatched to five 
cities. 
 The programme has ex-
panded substantially in 
2025-26, with 86 rakes 
carrying around 88,000 
tonnes of onions trans-
ported to 16 major cities 
across India. The latest 
Delhi consignment marks 
another step in the Cen-
tre’s efforts to use its 
buffer stock and railway 
logistics to stabilise onion 
supplies and protect con-
sumers from sudden price 
increases.

Kasturirangan Report: Karnataka 
Rejects Centre’s Western Ghats Plan 

BENGALURU 
Wakeup telangana 
 
Karnataka Deputy Chief 
Minister G Parameshwara 
on Friday said the state 
government strongly con-
demned the Centre's "anti-
people" notification 
seeking to implement the 
Kasturirangan Report. He 
made it clear that the re-
port will not be imple-
mented under any 
circumstances. "I wish to 
make it clear to the people 
of Karnataka that there 
has been no change in our 
stand that the report must 
not be implemented under 
any circumstances," Para-
meshwara, who also 
serves as Minister for 
Revenue and Sports said, 
in a statement.  
 According to him, the no-
tification issued by the 
Union Government de-
claring 1,449 villages ac-
ross 10 districts in the 
Western Ghats as Ecologi-
cally Sensitive Areas 
(ESAs) has caused serious 
concern among lakhs of 
families in the State. 
"Keeping the interests of 
the people living in Mal-
nad and the Western 
Ghats regions in mind, we 
have decided to discuss 
the Centre's decision and 
explore solutions. We 

have also decided to con-
vene a one-day special 
session of the Legislature 
for this purpose." 
 Parameshwara noted that 
for centuries, the people 
living in Karnataka's 
Western Ghats have built 
their lives by adopting a 
balanced way of living in 
harmony with nature and 
respecting the environ-
ment around them. "This 
close relationship between 
people and nature is what 
has sustained the vitality 
of the Western Ghats even 
today. In such circum-
stances, attempting to dis-
place people suddenly in 
the name of environmen-
tal protection is an anti-
life and inhumane 
approach," he stated. 
 The Deputy Chief Minis-
ter said if the central gov-
ernment genuinely cared 
about protecting the envi-
ronment, it must listen to 
the grievances of the 
people who have lived in 
the villages of the Western 
Ghats for generations. It 

must also hold necessary 
consultations with the 
state government and ar-
rive at a consensus-based 
decision acceptable to all 
stakeholders, he said. "We 
certainly cannot accept 
such a unilateral decision 
taken without taking 
anyone into confidence," 
Parameshwara said. 
 He said that so far, Kar-
nataka has rejected the 
notifications issued by the 
union government seeking 
implementation of the re-
port six times, and has 
also clearly communi-
cated its position. "De-
spite this, the Centre's 
repeated attempts to im-
pose its stand on the 
people of Karnataka with-
out listening our concerns 
are contrary to the princi-
ples of federalism," he 
said. Parameshwara re-
called that on July 31, 
2024, the Union Govern-
ment took a unilateral 
decision and issued a draft 
notification seeking im-
plementation of the Kas-

turirangan Report. Sub-
sequently, at the Cabinet 
meeting held on Sep-
tember 26, 2024, under 
the chairmanship of then 
Chief Minister Siddara-
maiah, the Government of 
Karnataka passed a res-
olution opposing the Cen-
tre's notification and 
communicated the ground 
realities to the Union 
Government, he said. 
"Now, once again, the 
Union Government has 
embarked on an unjust 
course of action that di-
rectly affects the lives and 
livelihoods of the people 
of Karnataka," he said, 
adding that this is an issue 
that goes beyond party 
ideologies and political 
differences. He said that 
he firmly believes that 
there can be no ideology 
greater than the lives and 
livelihoods of our people. 
"Therefore, I am con-
fident that leaders of the 
opposition will also sup-
port the decision we take 
in the House to prevent 
the implementation of this 
report," he said. He also 
expressed hope that Kar-
nataka's Members of Par-
liament will put pressure 
on the union government 
and persuade it to recon-
sider and change its posi-
tion. 

Nearly 60 Maharashtra Tourists 
Untraceable After Nepal Flood
MUMBAI 
Wakeup telangana 
 
Around 395 tourists from 
Maharashtra are stranded 
in Nepal following dev-
astating floods in the 
country, with nearly 60 
currently untraceable, of-
ficials said on Friday. 
Most of those reported 
missing are from Mum-
bai, Thane and Pune. Of-
ficials said 325 tourists 
from Maharashtra have 
been contacted by their 
relatives or government 
agencies and confirmed 
safe. Of these, 106 have 
already left Nepal for 
Nagpur. 
 Among those currently 
untraceable are 60 pil-
grims undertaking the 
Kailash Mansarovar 
Yatra. Another 10 people 
who had been contacted 
by officials are currently 
unreachable due to net-
work disruptions, offi-
cials said. Efforts are 
underway to establish 
contact with the untrace-

able tourists amid severe 
communication disrup-
tions in flood-hit areas 
along the Nepal-Tibet 
border. A senior official 
said the State Disaster 
Management Unit 
(DMU) of the Relief and 
Rehabilitation Depart-
ment is collecting infor-
mation from 13 tour 
operators, including 
Richa Travels, as well as 
from relatives of tourists 
seeking assistance. 
 “We have compiled the 
data of 395 persons so 
far. This data has been 
shared with the Ministry 
of External Affairs 
(MEA) and Ministry of 
Home Affairs (MHA). 
The data of the tourists 

keeps changing every 
hour as people continue 
to contact us. At times, 
we also receive leads 
from other agencies,” the 
official said. Meanwhile, 
the Chief Minister’s Of-
fice (CMO) said 37 pil-
grims stranded at Saga in 
Tibet while returning 
from the Kailash Mansa-
rovar Yatra have begun 
their journey to Kath-
mandu. A CMO official 
said the 37 pilgrims had 
undertaken the pilgrim-
age along with Pramod 
Kene of Jai Girnari Trust, 
Alibag. The pilgrims are 
from Thane, Pune, Ali-
bag, Raigad and Dom-
bivli. 
 

Jawale visited the office of Panvel 
Sub-Divisional Officer Pawan 
Chandak after taking serious note 
of the matter. The five BLOs were 
suspended pending disciplinary 
proceedings, he said. The matter 
came to light after complaints were 
received that SIR applications were 
being photocopied at a shop in 
Sector 19, and that Patil was alleg-
edly in unauthorised possession of 
the forms. Following the com-
plaint, the Electoral Registration 
Officer deputed Assistant Electoral 
Registration Officers to the photo-
copy centre. During the inspection, 
they found that Patil had brought 
3,400 applications to the shop. 
 The scrutiny showed that the 
forms belonged to 11 polling sta-

tions. A majority of the applica-
tions were from five polling sta-
tions, while single copies were 
found from six other polling sta-
tions. Shiv Sena (UBT) office-
bearer Balesh Bhojane questioned 
how SIR forms filled out by ordi-
nary voters reached private in-
dividuals and alleged that BJP 
youth wing functionaries were con-
nected with the incident. However, 
Panvel Municipal Corporation 
Mayor and BJP leader Nitin Patil 
claimed that party workers had no 
connection with the matter. Oppo-
sition NCP (SP) MLA Rohit Pawar 
said suspension of the BLOs was 
not enough and alleged that the in-
cident exposed the manner in 
which the SIR process was being 
conducted. "We have been saying 
that the BJP is using this process to 

ensure its poll victory and this inci-
dent proves us right," he said. 
Pawar alleged he had sought a re-
sponse from the Election Commis-
sion over the incident, but the 
authorities had passed the respon-
sibility to the Election Commission 
of India. 

As the world's largest financial in-
clusion initiative, the PMJDY con-
tinues to redefine access to banking 
for all Indians. The PMJDY en-
sures that every unbanked adult has 
access to a basic bank account with 
no minimum balance requirement 
and no maintenance charges. Each 
account comes with a free RuPay 
debit card, offering an accident in-
surance cover of ₹2 lakhs, encour-
aging digital transactions and 

financial security. Account holders 
are also eligible for an overdraft fa-
cility of up to `10,000, providing a 
safety net during emergencies. 
 “Unprecedented scale and trans-
formative outcomes! Jan Dhan Yo-
jana has had an unparalleled 
impact," Modi wrote on X, refer-
ring to a post by MyGovIndia, the 
government of India's innovative 
citizen engagement platform. Ac-
cording to MyGovIndia, the 
number of Jan Dhan accounts has 
increased to around 59 crores in 
2026, bringing most of into the for-
mal financial system and enabling 
greater participation in the formal 
economy. 
 “A bank account is more than a 
number. It is a financial identity. 
From 14.7-crore Jan Dhan ac-
counts in 2015 to 59 crores in 

2026, India has expanded formal 
banking access at an unprece-
dented scale, bringing millions into 
the financial system and enabling 
greater participation in the formal 
economy,” MyGovIndia said in a 
series of social media posts. 

DMK Information Technology 
Wing on the social media platform 
'X' , bearing the handle @DMKIT-
wing, on June 8, 2026. The said 
publication has caused incalculable 
and grievous injury to the reputa-
tion, dignity, credibility and the 
public standing of the plaintiff. 
 Arjuna submitted that the im-
pugned publication was not an iso-
lated or unauthorised act of a mere 
social media functionary but was 
published pursuant to the plan, di-

rections, instructions and approval 
of Stalin, who exercises control, 
supervision and overarching au-
thority over the affairs of the party, 
including its IT wing. Stalin was 
therefore responsible for, and ac-
countable in respect of, the pub-
lication and dissemination of the 
impugned post, and the DMK IT 
wing was directly responsible as 
the official operator and manager 
of the said X account through 
which the impugned post was pub-
lished, he added.He submitted that 
impugned statement was wholly 
false, fabricated, malicious and de-
void of any factual basis what-
soever. An individual referred to in 
the Enforcement Directorate pro-
ceedings was not a relative, much 
less a close relative, of the plain-
tiff.  

3,400 SIR................... 

FROM FRONT PAGE

Centre Committed to Special Constitutional  
Safeguards for Ladakh Under Article 371: Kiren Rijiju 

SRINAGAR 
Wakeup telangana 
 
Minister of Parliamentary 
Affairs and Minority Af-
fairs Kiren Rijiju on Fri-
day said that the Modi 
Government is fully com-
mitted to granting Ladakh 
a special constitutional 
provision under Article 
371, ensuring stronger 
protections for the re-
gion’s unique cultural, 
tribal and geographic 
identity. He emphasised 
that Union Home Minister 
Amit Shah has already 
made a formal announce-
ment in this regard, and 
the Union Government is 
steadily advancing the 
process. 
 Speaking at the Silver Ju-
bilee Celebration of Druk 

Padma Karpo School in 
Leh, Rijiju highlighting 
the government’s roadmap 
for Ladakh’s admin-
istrative and developmen-
tal transformation. He said 
that the ongoing restruc-
turing—creation of seven 
new districts and seven 
elected district councils—
is part of a broader effort 
to empower local govern-
ance, strengthen demo-
cratic participation, and 
bring administration 

closer to the people. 
 Rijiju said that Ladakh’s 
aspirations have been 
clearly heard by the Cen-
tral government, and the 
leadership is determined 
to address them with sin-
cerity and constitutional 
backing. He noted that 
Ladakh’s strategic impor-
tance, fragile ecology, and 
rich civilizational heritage 
demand a governance 
model that is both sensi-
tive and robust. “The 
people of Ladakh have 
consistently voiced their 
desire for stronger consti-
tutional safeguards. The 
Modi Government re-
spects this sentiment. 
Under Article 371, La-
dakh will receive special 
provisions that protect 
your culture, your land, 

your traditions, and your 
future. Home Minister 
Amit Shah has already an-
nounced this commitment, 
and, with the blessings of 
Modiji, the process is 
moving forward with the 
creation of seven districts 
and seven district coun-
cils. This is not just ad-
ministrative reform—it is 
empowerment.” 
 He added, “Ladakh is a 
region of immense pride 
for India. The government 
is working with full ded-
ication to ensure that de-
velopment reaches every 
village, every household, 
and every young mind 
seeking opportunity. I as-
sure you that Ladakh’s 
concerns are our concerns, 
and Ladakh’s future is a 
national priority.” 

Wrigleyville Convenience Store Opens in Chicago
CHICAGO 
Wakeup telangana 
 
A new chapter has begun in Chi-
cago’s vibrant Wrigleyville business 
community with the grand opening 
of the Wrigleyville Convenience 
Store, located near the iconic Wri-
gley Field. 
 The store was inaugurated by re-
nowned personality Ali Musqati, 
who attended as the chief guest, 
along with Ibrahim Bin Mehfooz. 
The opening ceremony was at-

tended by a large number of local 
community members, friends and 
well-wishers. Muhammad Habib 
and Faheem warmly welcomed the 
guests. Ali Musqati expressed his 
gratitude to the owners for inviting 
him to the occasion and offered 
prayers for the store’s prosperity 
and continued success. 
 The owners felicitated Ali Musqati 
and Ibrahim Bin Mehfooz by pre-
senting them with shawls and floral 
bouquets, marking the memorable 
inauguration. 

CBI Books 
Former DGCA 
Official, Aviation 
Firms 
 The CBI has registered a 
case against a former Di-
rectorate General of Civil 
Aviation (DGCA) official 
and several aviation-re-
lated companies for alleg-
edly abusing his official 
position, extending undue 
favours to select flying 
training organisations and 
facilitating suspicious air-
craft transactions. The 
FIR alleged that the probe 
uncovered a “systematic 
network of corporate en-
tities” controlled and man-
aged by the immediate 
and extended family of 
Captain Anil Gill, then di-
rector of flying training at 
the DGCA. 
 Bluethroat Aero Global 
Pvt. Ltd was incorporated 
in 2016 with Gill’s mother 
and maternal aunt as di-
rectors, while his cousin 
and sister-in-law joined 
the company later, the 
FIR said. Two other com-
panies, Sabres Corporate 
Solutions Pvt. Ltd and 
Sandhills Aviation IFSC 
Pvt. Ltd, were also alleg-
edly incorporated with 
Gill’s relatives as direc-
tors. The case was reg-
istered on Friday against 
Gill, Bluethroat Aero 
Global, Redbird Aviation 
Academy Pvt. Ltd, Sabres 
Corporate Solutions and 
Sandhills Aviation IFSC, 
besides unidentified pub-
lic servants and private in-
dividuals. 

Modi Hails Jan.......... 
Madras HC Notice..... 
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IS LATEST JOINT SECY REJIG 
PAVING ROAD TO 2029? 

HYDERABAD 
Wakeup telangana 
 
The Centre’s latest ap-
pointment of 48 babus 
at the joint secretary 
level across ministries 
looks routine on the 
surface. It isn’t. When 
postings cut across ag-
riculture, commerce, 
defence, civil aviation 
and home, it’s less 
about filling vacancies 
and more about recal-
ibrating the govern-
ment’s operating 
system. Joint sec-
retaries sit at that cru-
cial junction where 
policy leaves the draw-
ing board and meets 
the real world. Change 
the people there, and 
you often change how 
things actually get 
done. 
 The headline move is 
the appointment of Har-
dik Satishchandra Shah 
as private secretary to 
Narendra Modi at the 
joint secretary rank. 
That’s not just a posting 
— it’s a signal. It tells 
you who’s in the room 
when decisions are 
shaped, who filters in-
formation and who gets 
to nudge priorities. 
Clearly, this isn’t an iso-

lated reshuffle; it’s part 
of a longer game. The 
Narendra Modi govern-
ment has been steadily 
tightening coordination 
across ministries, fa-
vouring officers who 
deliver, move files effi-
ciently, and stay 
aligned with the larger 
political direction. With 
another round of 
changes expected later 
this year, this looks like 
scaffolding being put in 
place for the road to 
2029. 
 There’s a logic to it. 
Governments don’t run 
on announcements; 
they run on execution. 
And execution, in India, 
is only as good as the 
babu handling the file. 
Put the right people in 
the right slots, and 
things move. Get it 
wrong, and even flag-
ship schemes start 
gathering dust. But let’s 
not pretend this is 
purely technocratic. 
Babu reshuffles have 
always doubled as po-
litical messaging. 
There’s also the issue 
of churn. Move people 
around too often, and 
institutional memory 
takes a hit. Projects 
that need steady hands 

don’t always benefit 
from musical chairs. 
 Still, the intent is hard 
to miss. This is about 
tightening the system, 
placing trusted officers 
where they matter 
most, and getting the 
machinery ready for the 
next phase. Whether it 
delivers sharper gov-
ernance or just 
smoother optics will de-
pend on one simple 
thing: Are these officers 
empowered to act, or 
just expected to 
comply? 
 Bihar is about to do 
what Indian states do 
best when power 
changes hands: reshuf-
fle the bureaucracy and 
call it a reset. The dif-
ference this time? 
There’s a clearer sense 
of what that reset is 
meant to achieve. 
 Bihar is about to do 
what Indian states do 
best when power 
changes hands: reshuf-
fle the bureaucracy and 
call it a reset.  
The difference this 
time? There’s a clearer 
sense of what that 
reset is meant to 
achieve. 
 Former chief minister 
Nitish Kumar has left a 

deep imprint, but if the 
early signals around 
Samrat Choudhary 
hold, this isn’t just 
about moving babus 
around. The idea is to 
build a compact core 
team,  
bring in technocrats 
who understand indus-
try, and push Bihar to-
ward manufacturing-led 
growth, which it has 
long promised but 
rarely delivered. The 
logic is sound. States 
like Gujarat and Tamil 
Nadu didn’t attract in-
vestment by accident.  
They got the basics 
right — land, power, 
roads — and ensured 
the bureaucracy didn’t 
become a bottleneck. 
Bihar, for all its am-
bition, 
 has struggled precisely 
here. The sectoral 
focus on food process-
ing, textiles and auto-
mobiles is sensible. 
These are scalable, 
job-heavy industries. 
But sectors don’t grow 
because policy says so. 
 They grow when busi-
nesses can actually set 
up shop without getting 
lost in paperwork. 
 
 

EDITORIAL

HYDERABAD 
Wakeup telangana 
Srirangam Venkatesh 
 
Two suspected bike 
thieves from Miyapur, 
Hyderabad, were re-
portedly caught by lo-
cals while trying to 
escape after allegedly 
stealing two bikes in 
Vikarabad.According to 
locals, the suspects 
were fleeing towards 
the Mominpet road on 
the stolen bikes when 
some residents became 

suspicious and chased 
them. After pursuing 
them for some distance, 
locals caught both men 
and handed them over 
to Vikarabad 
Police.During prelimi-
nary questioning, the 
suspects reportedly told 

police that five persons 
had come to Vikarabad 
from Miyapur and that 
they also had contacts 
with another person in 
Vikarabad. 
 The two suspects are 
currently in police cus-
tody. Police are investi-
gating whether they 
were involved in earlier 
bike thefts or other 
crimes and whether 
more people were part 
of the alleged theft net-
work.

Bike Theft Suspects from Miyapur 
Caught by Locals in Vikarabad

HYDERABAD 
Wakeup telangana 
 
The Cyber Crime Police 
here has registered a case 
against two 'X' account 
holders for allegedly post-
ing obscene deepfake vi-
deos targeting top 
Congress leaders Sonia 
Gandhi, Rahul Gandhi 
and Priyanka Gandhi, an 
official said on Friday. Te-
langana Congress party 
MLC Venkat Balmoor, in 
a police complaint, stated 
that the X posts contain 
vulgar deepfake videos 
targeting Congress MPs 

Sonia Gandhi, Rahul Gan-
dhi and Priyanka Gandhi 
and former prime minister 
Rajiv Gandhi. 
 The posts were allegedly 
shared from accounts 
identified as Bharat Ma-
trix (@xBharat) and 
Bhaskar Shastri (@Bha-
jos1S97051). The com-
plainant further stated that 

videos allegedly cir-
culated through those X 
handles were contributing 
to the spread of misinfor-
mation and inflammatory 
content. He sought an in-
vestigation to examine the 
contents of the deepfake 
videos and their dissemi-
nation. Based on the com-
plaint, the case has been 
registered at the Cyber 
Crime Police Station 
under relevant sections of 
the IT Act and BNS on 
August 27, and further in-
vestigation is underway, a 
police official said. 
 Indian Youth Congress 

National President Uday 
Bhanu Chib said that tar-
geting women leaders and 
the family of a martyr rep-
resents the lowest level of 
politics. "These obscene 
deepfake videos-which 
target sitting MPs, senior 
leaders, and Sonia Gandhi 
will not be tolerated. The 
time has come to teach 
these fake accounts a 
stern lesson. We will un-
mask every face hiding 
behind these handles. 
These individuals have 
crossed the line; now, they 
must face the law," a 
statement from IYC said. 

2 People Booked for Posting Obscene Deepfake Videos Targeting Congress Leaders 

CRIME

HYDERABAD 
Wakeup telangana 
 
A serious governance con-
cern has emerged in the 
Monda Market and Regi-
mental Bazar areas under 
the Greater Hyderabad 
Municipal Corporation 
(GHMC), where several 
alleged unauthorised con-
structions are reportedly 
progressing despite the 
presence of municipal of-
ficials responsible for en-
forcement. 
 GHMC Deputy Commis-
sioner Daku Nayak has 
been appreciated by local 
residents and civic groups 
for taking a proactive ap-
proach towards civic is-
sues. However, sources 
allege that enforcement at 
the town-planning level is 
being hampered by politi-
cal interference and the 

influence of local power-
brokers. 
 According to ground-
level reports, newly ap-
pointed officials, 
including the Assistant 
City Planner (ACP) and 
Section Officer, are facing 
difficulties in carrying out 
statutory duties. Sources 
claim that whenever offi-
cials attempt to issue no-

tices or initiate action 
against alleged building 
violations, influential in-
termediaries intervene, al-
legedly providing 
protection to violators. 
 The situation has re-
portedly resulted in grow-
ing concerns among 
residents over unchecked 
construction activity and 
potential revenue losses to 
the municipal corporation. 
 A field assessment has 
identified at least five lo-
cations where alleged vio-
lations are reportedly 
under way. These include 
a large unauthorised con-
struction at Parkli Basti 
near Gokul Lodge, com-
mercial construction be-
side Ashok Mutton Shop, 
and another alleged vio-
lation in the lane opposite 
the shop. 
 Other reported sites in-

clude a high-rise construc-
tion near Brahma Lodge, 
allegedly in violation of 
zoning regulations, and 
structural expansion near 
the Santoshi Mata Tem-
ple. 
 Residents are now seek-
ing stronger intervention 
from senior GHMC au-
thorities and demanding 
that all alleged violations 
be independently in-
spected. They have also 
called for statutory notices 
and enforcement action 
wherever violations are 
established. 
 The allegations, if veri-
fied, raise questions about 
the effectiveness of mu-
nicipal enforcement and 
the need to protect offi-
cials carrying out their 
legal responsibilities with-
out political pressure. 
 

Shadow Politics Hinder GHMC  
Action on Illegal Constructions

Man Dies by Suicide Over 
Financial Problems 

HYDERABAD 
Wakeup telangana 
 
A 56-year-old man died 
by suicide at Mosangi 
in Gurrampode mandal 
on Thursday, reportedly 
after becoming dis-
tressed over debts in-
curred for the marriages 
of his three daughters. 
Kashimalla Venkataiah 
was shifted to the Gov-
ernment General Hos-
pital in Nalgonda 
following the incident 
on August 24 and died 
while undergoing treat-

ment on  
Thursday. According to 
his family members, 
Venkataiah had bor-
rowed around ₹50 lakh 
over the past three 
years to meet the mar-
riage expenses of his 
three daughters. Unable 
to repay the debts, he 
reportedly went into de-
pression and took the 
extreme step. 
 Based on a complaint 
by his wife Jayamma, 
Gurrampode police reg-
istered a case and 
began an investigation. 
 

Woman Dies After  
Getting Trapped in Lift at  
Chandanagar Apartment
A 43-year-old woman died in 
a tragic lift accident at an 
apartment in Annapurna En-
clave, Chandanagar, under 
the Chandanagar Police Sta-
tion limits on Tuesday.Accord-
ing to police, Anasuya, a 
resident of Nallagandla SC 
Colony, had visited her rel-
ative's residence at Chatwaz 
Mansion Apartment along 
with her husband, Dhadi Sri-
nivas. As the couple entered 
the lift, Anasuya was re-
portedly still stepping inside 
when the lift suddenly moved 
upward before the doors had 
completely closed, trapping 
her between the lift and the 
entrance.Apartment residents 
rushed to the spot after hear-
ing cries for help and man-
aged to stop the lift before 
rescuing her. She was imme-
diately shifted to a private 
hospital.

SCR Nabs 13,964 Ticketless 
Travellers 

HYDERABAD 
Wakeup telangana 
 
South Central Railway 
(SCR) booked 13,964 
passengers travelling 
without tickets or travel-
ling irregularly during a 
three-day special ticket-
checking drive conducted 
from Monday ahead of 
the long festival holiday 
period.  
 According to a release, 
SCR collected `1.28 crore 
during the drive. This 
apart, the drive helped de-
tect 1,189 passengers car-
rying unbooked luggage. 
The staff also found 37 
passengers littering rail-

way premises and col-
lected `6,400 in penalties. 
Five unauthorised 
hawkers were penalised 
`10,000, while seven pas-
sengers found smoking on 
railway premises were pe-
nalised `14,000.  
 During the drive, ticket-
checking staff interacted 
with passengers and sen-
sitised them to fire haz-
ards associated with 
smoking on trains and 
railway premises. 
  Passengers were also 
urged to refrain from lit-
tering and maintain clean-
liness at railway stations 
and on trains. 
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Loan Controversy--Subash Chandra says 
Mukesh Ambani tried to takeover Zee 

Cygnet.One Launches AI  
GST Classification Engine

HYDERABAD 
Wakeup telangana 
 
The Indian Podiatry As-
sociation (IPA) is set to 
host IPACON 2026, 
India’s largest congress 
dedicated to diabetic 
foot care and limb sal-
vage, on August 29 and 
30 at Firefox Sports and 
Resorts, Moinabad. The 
two-day national con-
gress, hosted by the IPA 
Telangana Chapter, will 
bring together more 
than 400 healthcare 
professionals from 
India and abroad. 
 The conference will 
focus on the theme 
“Redefining Diabetic 
Foot Care Through Pre-
vention, Preservation 
and Regeneration.” 
More than 50 faculty 
members will partici-
pate in 30 scientific ses-
sions covering 
advances in diabetic 
foot management, 
wound care, vascular 
treatment and limb 
preservation. 
 Highlighting the urgent 
need for preventive 
care, Dr. David B. 
Alper, Member of the 
Board of Trustees of the 
American Podiatric 

Medical Association 
(APMA), USA, said 
that five diabetes- and 
vascular disease-related 
amputations occur 
every 20 minutes in 
India and the United 
States. He noted that up 
to 85% of such amputa-
tions can potentially be 
prevented through early 
detection and timely in-
tervention. 
Dr. A.P.S. Suri, Founder 
and National President 
of the IPA, said the as-
sociation was estab-
lished in 2009 to 
address gaps in diabetic 
foot care and prevent 
avoidable amputations. 
He stressed that dia-
betes-related neuropa-
thy can cause patients 
to miss minor injuries 
and wounds, which 

may later develop into 
serious infections, gan-
grene and other compli-
cations. Early 
diagnosis, vascular as-
sessment, wound care 
and timely treatment 
can play a crucial role 
in saving limbs. 
 The scientific pro-
gramme will cover dia-
betic foot 
reconstruction, revascu-
larisation, limb-salvage 
protocols, regenerative 
wound healing, biolog-
ical therapies, hyper-
baric oxygen therapy, 
infection management, 
offloading, preventive 
podiatry, stem-cell ther-
apy, PRP, advanced 
dressings and rehabili-
tation. Hands-on work-
shops will also 
demonstrate total con-

tact casting, debride-
ment, wound-care tech-
niques and vascular 
procedures. 
 Dr. K.V.N.N. Santosh 
Murthy, State President 
of the IPA Telangana 
Chapter, said leg ampu-
tations are becoming 
increasingly common 
and emphasised that 
amputation is not al-
ways inevitable. Ad-
vances in vascular 
intervention and multi-
disciplinary limb-sal-
vage treatment can help 
restore blood flow and 
preserve threatened 
limbs in many cases. 
He urged greater aware-
ness, early diagnosis 
and access to special-
ised care, stressing the 
message: “Save the 
limb. Save the life.” 
 The congress will also 
address research, ev-
idence-based guide-
lines, rehabilitation, 
prosthetics, infection 
control, antimicrobial 
stewardship and pa-
tient-centred care, with 
the broader objective of 
reducing preventable 
amputations and im-
proving the quality of 
life of diabetic patients.

IPA to Highlight Advanced Diabetic Foot 
Care and Amputation Prevention at IPACON 

NEW DELHI 
Wakeup telangana 
 
Zee Group founder Sub-
hash Chandra on Friday 
accused Reliance Indus-
tries Chairman Mukesh 
Ambani and his media 
network over alleged fake 
news reporting on him 
over the National Com-
pany Law Tribunal 
(NCLT) proceedings. In a 
video message aired on 
Zee News, Chandra who 
is also the Essel Group 
chairman, said that Am-
bani made attempts to 
“capture” Zee and is run-
ning a fake news cam-
paign against him. 
 The case refers to the 
NCLT order approving a 
repayment plan for Zee 
Group founder under 
which creditors will re-
ceive a total of just Rs 6.5 
crore against admitted 
claims of Rs 22,006.57 
crore. The plan translates 
into a recovery of only 

about 0.03 per cent of the 
admitted claims and a 
haircut of around 99.97 
per cent for creditors. He 
said the reported portrayal 
of the personal-insolvency 
proceedings had failed to 
reflect the distinction be-
tween personal guarantees 
and the actual borrowing 
by group entities. 
 Rubbishing media cover-
age surrounding a Rs 
22,000-crore debt figure, 
Chandra said the matter 
relates to personal guaran-
tees he had provided to 
certain lenders. He said 
some lenders had already 
been repaid but still filed 
claims before the tribunal. 
According to him the ac-
tual amount is Rs 3,900 
crore. Of this, approx-
imately Rs 620 crore in 
claims linked to borrow-
ing entities had already 
been repaid, while a set-
tlement offer of roughly 
Rs 1,100 crore remained 
pending before certain 
lenders. Chandra said that 

despite reaching out di-
rectly to the Reliance 
Chairman, inaccurate re-
porting by his network re-
garding the NCLT matter 
has continued. The Essel 
Group chairman said he 
was placing his side be-
fore the public after, ac-
cording to him, a false 
narrative was circulated 
around the NCLT pro-
ceedings and the widely 
discussed Rs 22,000-crore 
figure. Chandra said he 
called Ambani, but there 
was no response. He even 
stated that he sent a letter 
to Ambani regarding the 
alleged fake reports on his 
channels. 
 Chandra then made a di-

rect appeal to Mukesh, 
asking him to intervene 
and stop what he called a 
campaign against him and 
the group.  
 “But Mukesh 'ji', please 
stop the wrong propa-
ganda against me per-
sonally and my Group. 
Zee is a Group company. I 
do not own anything in 
that. In fact, I do not own 
anything now after imple-
menting this NCLT 
order,” Chandra said. He 
cited extensive repayment 
undertaken by the Essel 
group since its 2019 fi-
nancial stress. He urged 
the banking system and 
Finance Minister Nirmala 
Sitharaman to appoint an 
independent auditor to re-
view the group's borrow-
ings, defaults, and 
repayments. “Rs 45,000 
crore was the debt on us, 
on our family and on our 
group…We have repaid 
Rs 43,000 crore out of Rs 
45,000 crore by selling all 
our assets, as I said in the 

press statement yesterday 
and this morning as well.” 
Chandra said only two ac-
counts remained and as-
serted that the institutions 
involved held sufficient 
assets and would not 
suffer any loss.  
 “The banks and institu-
tions involved have suffi-
cient assets with them.  
 They will not suffer any 
loss,” he said. Chandra 
said he had nothing left to 
lose after the repayment 
process, but would con-
tinue to defend himself 
and the Essel Group if the 
alleged misinformation 
campaign persisted. “You 
are troubling a person like 
Dr Chandra, who has 
nothing left now? ... I 
have nothing left to lose,” 
he said. “(On the other 
hand,) you have a lot to 
lose. I request you once 
again with folded hands... 
Please stop your people 
from doing all this,” 
added Dr Chandra.  
 

HYDERABAD 
Wakeup telangana 
 
The new office of IB-
EXLABS, a leading orga-
nisation in Cloud, Data 
and Artificial Intelligence 
technologies, was inaugu-
rated at Mahavir Gateway 
in Gachibowli, Hydera-
bad, on Friday.Telangana 
Legislative Council Chair-
man Gutta Sukhender 
Reddy attended the pro-
gramme as the chief guest 
and formally inaugurated 
the office by cutting the 
ribbon.Speaking on the 
occasion, Gutta Suk-
hender Reddy said that 
Artificial Intelligence, 
cloud computing and data 
technologies are devel-
oping rapidly across the 
world. He noted that Hy-
derabad has already estab-
lished itself as an 
internationally recognised 
IT hub and welcomed the 
expansion of organisa-

tions working in advanced 
technology sectors.He 
said companies such as 
IBEXLABS would create 
new employment opportu-
nities for young people 
while further strengthen-
ing Telangana’s IT eco-
system. He expressed 
confidence that IB-
EXLABS would grow 
significantly in the com-
ing years and gain rec-
ognition both nationally 
and internationally.He 
conveyed his best wishes 
to the company’s manage-
ment and employees for 
their future 
endeavours.Telangana 
Dairy Development Cor-
poration Chairman Amit 
Reddy, IBEXLABS 
Chairman Sridhar Adusu-
milli, CEO Sriram, former 
Thipparthi ZPTC member 
Pasam Ram Reddy, and 
others attended the inau-
guration.
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Raksha Bandhan cele-
brations were held 
grandly at Sri Chaita-
nya Medchal IPL IC 
and K2 Girls Campus 
School. As part of the 
celebrations, students 
came up with a unique 
initiative by tying rak-
his to trees and spread-
ing an important 
message on environ-
mental protection. 
 With the message, 
“Trees protect us and 
stand by us like 
brothers,” the students 
tied rakhis to trees and 
highlighted the respon-
sibility of every in-
dividual to protect and 
conserve the environ-

ment.  
 They also raised 
awareness through the 
slogan, “Protect trees – 
Save the environment.”  
AGM Ravi, Coordi-
nator Somesh, Princi-
pals Kiran, Deans 
Suresh and Hemanth, 
IPL IC In-charge Shra-
van, IPL In-charge Lax-
man, teachers and 
students participated in 
the programme. 
 The school manage-
ment appreciated the 
students for their inno-
vative initiative and 
urged everyone to ac-
tively contribute to-
wards protecting nature 
and preserving the envi-
ronment for future gen-
erations.

IBEXLABS Opens 
New Cloud, Data & AI 
Office in Gachibowli
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The representative body 
of India's non-banking 
finance companies 
(NBFCs) has urged the 
Reserve Bank of India 
to reconsider the pro-
posed blanket restriction 
on  revolving credit pro-
ducts offered by 
NBFCs, according to a 
letter seen �by Reuters. 
Earlier this month, RBI 
proposed to curb 
NBFCs from offering 
revolving loan products, 
unless they are autho-

rised to issue credit 
cards. A revolving loan 
is a type of credit ar-
rangement  that allows 
borrowers to draw 
down, repay and re-
draw loans within a  pre-
determined credit limit. 
Small businesses typi-
cally use such facilities 
to buy  raw materials 
and repay the amount 
after receiving pay-
ments from its cus-
tomers, drawing  again 
for the next production 
cycle. 
 Under its draft guide-
lines, RBI said that 

NBFCs should  only be 
allowed to offer term 
loans. The proposal fol-
lowed concerns the cen-
tral bank had raised 
around NBFCs offering 
high-risk loan products 

such as revolving credit 
lines, amid worries that 
borrowers may  use such 
credit to repay existing 
dues, creating a cycle of 
debt. In a  letter to the 
RBI on Thursday, the 
Finance Industry Devel-
opment Council (FIDC) 
said that a ban on �re-
volving  credit would 
have unintended con-
sequence for multiple 
loan products offered by 
NBFCs including loans 
to small and medium 
businesses and loans 
against securities. 
 "The consequence of 

prohibition of such pro-
duct would therefore 
not be a marginal pro-
duct realignment at 
NBFC end; it  would be 
material  contraction in 
the  participation of 
NBFCs in India’s trade 
and working-capital fi-
nance market,  
 particularly for 
MSMEs and borrowers 
who have relatively lim-
ited access to  bank-
based working-capital 
facilities," said the in-
dustry body in the letter. 
FIDC  also urged  RBI to 
revisit the definition of 

a term loan, which man-
dates restoring or re-
plenishing a sanctioned 
limit after repayment of 
principal. The industry 
body argued that this re-
striction  would result  in 
a higher interest burden 
and operational  
 costs  for small busi-
nesses.  
 The industry body has 
asked RBI to permit re-
storation or replenish-
ment of principal repaid 
ahead  of the contractual 
schedule, subject to 
safeguards. 
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Tax technology provider 
Cygnet.One has launched 
an AI-powered GST Clas-
sification and Input Tax 
Credit (ITC) Eligibility 
Engine designed to auto-
mate enterprise tax 
compliance and validate 
purchase invoices at scale. 
The new solution com-
bines GST-aligned rule-
based logic with artificial 
intelligence to analyse in-
voice data, understand 
transaction context and 
determine ITC eligibility 
at the individual invoice 
level. It also classifies 
transactions for the appro-
priate GSTR-3B treatment 
and provides an explain-
able, audit-ready trail for 
every decision. 
 Large enterprises process 
lakhs of purchase invoices 
each month across multi-
ple GSTINs, business 
units and locations. In-
voices arrive through ERP 

systems, scanned doc-
uments, PDFs and vendor 
emails, often without 
clearly identifying critical 
GST indicators such as re-
verse charge, imports, ISD 
credits, mixed-use trans-
actions and blocked 
credits. This creates sig-
nificant manual work for 
tax teams and increases 
the risk of inconsistencies 
and delayed compliance 
reviews. 
 Cygnet.One’s engine ad-
dresses this challenge 
through a central AI pro-
cessing workflow. An AI 
component analyses in-
voice descriptions and 
transaction context while 
a rule engine validates the 
information against GST 
requirements and organi-
sational policies. The two 
work together to improve 
classification accuracy 
and consistency. 
 The platform delivers 
three key outputs: invoice-
level ITC eligibility, struc-
tured GSTR-3B data for 

filing, and an audit-ready 
reasoning trail explaining 
how each classification 
was determined. 
 Key capabilities include 
automatic identification of 
reverse-charge and import 
transactions, detection of 
blocked credits, structured 
GSTR-3B classification 
and transparent documen-
tation of classification 
decisions. Enterprises can 
also retain control through 
policy overrides and con-
figurable risk thresholds. 
 According to 
Cygnet.One, the launch 
marks another step to-
wards AI-first tax compli-
ance, helping 
organisations reduce man-
ual review, standardise 
ITC decisions and 
strengthen audit prepared-
ness. Cygnet.One serves 
more than 1,000 enter-
prise customers across 
40+ countries and pro-
cesses over 5 billion doc-
uments annually through 
200+ ERP integrations.

Students Tie Rakhis to Trees, 
Spread Green Message

IPA to Focus on Diabetic Foot Care and Amputation Prevention

Inorbit Mall Cyberabad Hosts 
‘Baithak’ Music Evening

NBFC Body Urges RBI To Ease Revolving Credit Restrictions 
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Inorbit Mall Cyberabad is 
expanding the shopping 
experience by bringing 
culture, entertainment and 
community engagement 
under one roof. As part of 
its August line-up, the 
mall will host ‘Baithak – 
A Live Music Evening’ on 
August 29, offering vis-
itors an intimate and soul-
ful musical experience. 
 Inspired by the traditional 
charm of Baithak gath-
erings, the event will 
create a relaxed setting 
where audiences can con-
nect closely with per-
formers while enjoying 
live melodies. The even-

ing is designed to provide 
visitors with an opportu-
nity to unwind, reconnect 
and enjoy music in a 
warm atmosphere. 
 Through initiatives such 
as Baithak, Inorbit Mall 
Cyberabad continues to 
position itself as more 
than a shopping and din-
ing destination. By com-
bining music, cultural 
experiences and entertain-
ment, the mall aims to 
create memorable mo-
ments and meaningful 
connections for visitors..
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aksha Bandhan: Some 
relationships need 
constant words to sur-
vive. The bond be-
tween a brother and 

sister often needs none. A small 
fight may separate them for a few 
hours, but a lifetime of shared 
memories keeps bringing them 
back together. 
 On the auspicious occasion of 
Raksha Bandhan, also celebrated 
as Rakhi Purnima, families across 
the country celebrate one of life's 
most cherished relationships—the 
bond between siblings. Raksha 
Bandhan is traditionally associ-
ated with a sister tying a sacred 
Rakhi around her brother's wrist, 
expressing affection and prayers 
for his well-being, while the 
brother reciprocates with love, 
support and a commitment to 
stand by her. 
They Fight Together… and Fight 
for Each Other 
The brother-sister relationship is 
beautifully contradictory, a family 
bond. 
They quarrel over the smallest 
things. They tease each other 
without mercy. They compete, 
complain, laugh, cry and some-
times refuse to speak to each 
other. 
But the moment an outsider hurts 
one of them, those differences 
disappear. 
The sibling who was an opponent 
a minute ago suddenly becomes 
the strongest supporter. 
From fighting over food, television 
remotes and personal belongings 
in childhood to sharing responsi-
bilities, worries and family deci-
sions as adults, these everyday 
experiences often become the 
memories siblings treasure most. 
Contemporary Raksha Bandhan 

reflections similarly highlight teas-
ing, disagreements, trust and si-
lent support as defining features 
of strong sibling relationships. 
More Than Blood—A Lifetime of 
Sharing and Caring 
A brother may not always say, “I 
care about you.” 
A sister may not always say, “I 
need you.” 
Yet care is often visible in the little 
things—checking whether the 
other reached home safely, shar-
ing happiness first, standing to-
gether during difficult times, 
protecting each other's secrets 
and celebrating each other's suc-
cess. 
As the years pass, homes may 
change, careers may take siblings 
to different places and responsi-
bilities may increase. But child-

hood memories remain a bridge 
connecting them. 
Distance can separate two 
homes; it cannot easily separate 
two hearts raised under the same 
roof. 
Rakhi Is Small, but the Promise Is 
Lifelong 
The Rakhi tied around a wrist may 
remain only for a few days, but 
what it represents can last a life-
time: love, trust, respect, respon-
sibility and mutual protection. 
The spirit of the festival has also 
grown beyond the idea that only a 
brother protects a sister. In 
today's families, brothers support 
sisters and sisters support 
brothers—emotionally, personally 
and professionally. Protection be-
comes mutual; so do respect and 
responsibility. The President of 
India's 2026 Raksha Bandhan 
message likewise described the 
festival as symbolising warmth, 
respect and mutual responsibility 
among siblings and families. 
The Beautiful Truth of Siblings 
They fight with each other. 
They laugh with each other. 
They cry for each other. 
They hide each other's secrets. 
They celebrate each other's vic-
tories. 
And when trouble knocks at the 
door—they stand together. 
That is the beauty of a sibling 
bond. 
This Rakhi Purnima, the sacred 
thread carries a message far 
greater than a ritual: 
“We may fight a thousand times… 
but when you need me, I will 
stand beside you every single 
time.” 
Happy Raksha Bandhan — cele-
brating the bond that begins with 
blood, grows through memories 
and lives forever through love.

Rashid Wins  
Telangana Open Golf to  
End 7-Year Wait for Title 
HYDERABAD 
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Veteran golfer Rashid 
Khan ended a seven-year 
wait for victory with a 
closing five-under 67 that 
handed him the Telangana 
Open title here on Friday. 
The 35-year-old Delhi 
golfer (66-67-65-67) fin-
ished at 23-under 265 to 
secure his 15th profes-
sional title. The three-
stroke win at the Vooty 
Golf County was his 11th 
victory on the DP World 
PGTI. He collected Rs 15 
lakh and moved up to 
sixth on the PGTI Order 
of Merit, taking his season 
earnings to `44,95,509. 
 Delhi’s Honey Baisoya 
(72-65-66-65) produced 
the best final-round score 
among the leading con-
tenders, making nine 
birdies and two bogeys in 
a seven-under 65. He fin-
ished runner-up at 20-
under 268. Baisoya, 
winner of the World 
Players Championship in 
February, earned `10 lakh 
for his runner-up finish. 
He now occupies third 
place in the season rank-

ings with total earnings of 
`51,72,092. Gurugram’s 
Veer Ahlawat (68-68-68-
65) also closed with a 65 
to share third place at 19-
under 269 with overnight 
leader Angad Cheema 
(70-61-65-73). 
 Rashid’s previous PGTI 
victory came at the 
Players Championship in 
2019. After enduring a 
difficult seven-year spell, 
the two-time Asian Tour 
winner and three-time 
PGTI Order of Merit 
champion described his 
return to the winner’s cir-
cle as an emotional mo-
ment. “I can’t describe 
how I’m feeling right 
now. It has been seven 
years since my last win, 
and I struggled a lot with 
my game during that 

period. I went through 
many ups and downs, but 
I also learned a great deal. 
Once you come through a 
phase like that, you under-
stand what you need to 
do,” said Rashid. 
 Rashid began the final 
round two shots behind 
Cheema and endured an 
inauspicious start with bo-
geys on the opening two 
holes. He responded em-
phatically, making three 
consecutive birdies from 
the third through the fifth 
before another birdie on 
the eighth put him in con-
trol. Cheema, meanwhile, 
made three bogeys on the 
front nine. The momen-
tum shift allowed Rashid 
to take a three-shot advan-
tage into the turn. 
 

Bradley Barcola Move From PSG 
To Liverpool 'On Track': Report 
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Transfer negotiations 
between Liverpool and 
Paris Saint-Germain 
(PSG) over a potential 
move for France winger 
Bradley Barcola to An-
field are reportedly pro-
gressing well, with a 
source close to the talks 
describing the discus-
sions as being “on the 
right track.”Barcola has 
reportedly already 
agreed personal terms 
with Liverpool, accord-
ing to several media re-
ports, while the two 
clubs are believed to 
have reached an agree-
ment over a transfer fee 
that could rise to €140 
million (£120 million, 
$163 million). If com-
pleted at that figure, the 
deal would become one 
of the biggest transfers 
in Liverpool’s 
history.The proposed 
move would make Bar-
cola Liverpool’s sec-
ond-most expensive 
signing, behind Al-
exander Isak. It would 
also set a new record 
for the highest transfer 

fee ever paid for a 
player from Ligue 
1.The 23-year-old 
winger has yet to fea-
ture for PSG this season 
amid growing specula-
tion over his future. 
Liverpool have been 
looking to strengthen 
their wide attacking op-
tions following the de-
parture of club great 
Mohamed Salah at the 
end of last season. The 
Reds have already 
added Spanish winger 
Victor Munoz from 
Osasuna during the cur-

rent transfer window, 
but Barcola would rep-
resent a considerably 
bigger investment.A 
move for Barcola 
would also be a major 
statement from Liver-
pool’s new manager, 
Andoni Iraola. The 
France international has 
emerged as one of Eu-
ropean football’s highly 
rated attacking players 
and could add pace, 
creativity and goal-
scoring ability to Liver-
pool’s forward 
line.Barcola played an 

important role in 
France’s run to the 
semi-finals of the recent 
World Cup, scoring 
three goals during the 
tournament. Although 
he has not always been 
an automatic starter at 
PSG, he has faced in-
tense competition from 
established stars includ-
ing Ousmane Dembele, 
Khvicha Kvaratskhelia 
and Desire Doue.De-
spite that competition, 
Barcola has remained 
an important player for 
the Parisian club. Since 
joining PSG from Lyon 
in 2023, he has helped 
the club win back-to-
back Champions 
League titles, along 
with three Ligue 1 
championships and two 
French Cups. He has 
scored 39 goals in 152 
appearances for PSG 
across 
competitions.Liverpool 
are seeking a strong re-
sponse after a dis-
appointing campaign 
last season. Their Pre-
mier League title de-
fence ended with a 
fifth-placed finish, a re-
sult that ultimately led 

to the departure of man-
ager Arne Slot. The 
Reds began the new 
campaign with a dra-
matic 2-2 draw against 
Newcastle in their 
opening league fixture 
last weekend.PSG, 
meanwhile, have also 
been active in the trans-
fer market under Luis 
Enrique. The French 
champions have moved 
on several notable 
players, including Gon-
calo Ramos, Randal 
Kolo Muani and Lee 
Kang-in, while 
strengthening their 
squad with additions 
such as Maghnes Ak-
liouche, Ferran Torres 
and Lucas Digne.With 
negotiations reportedly 
advancing and personal 
terms said to be agreed, 
Barcola’s potential 
move to Liverpool 
could become one of 
the headline transfers of 
the summer window. 
However, the deal still 
needs to be formally 
completed before the 
France winger can be 
confirmed as a Liver-
pool player.

A Thread on the Wrist, a Lifetime in  
the Heart: Raksha Bandhan Celebrates  
the Unbreakable Sibling Bond

R
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Social media has 
erupted with memes, 
reels and comments 
against producer-dis-
tributor Dil Raju, 
after Ravi Teja’s Iru-
mudi, which was re-
portedly recording 
sensational collec-
tions, was abruptly re-
moved from several 
theatres to make way 
for Yash’s Telugu-
dubbed film Toxic. 
Irumudi had re-
portedly earned Rs 52 
crore of Rs 83 crore 
gross, and was pro-
jected to touch the Rs 
200-crore mark in the 
near future. 
 “In a theatre in 
Mahbubnagar, au-
diences raised slogans 
and forced the man-
agement to screen 
Irumudi instead of 
Toxic,” says pro-
ducer-distributor Natti 
Kumar. Nearly 250 

theatres across the 
two Telugu states 
were allocated to 
Toxic at the expense 
of Irumudi, he 
claimed and ex-
pressed the view that 
the decision was “un-
fair.” According to 
him, around 30 the-
atres restored Irumudi 
by late evening, while 
another 100-plus the-
atres are expected to 
bring the film back in 
the next couple of 
days on the back of 
the dip in Toxic col-
lections. 
 Distributor-exhibitor 
Sirish Reddy, Dil 
Raju’s brother, also 
faced criticism over 
Toxic ticket price 
hikes. An earlier 
video of Sirish assur-
ing audiences in Te-
langana that he would 
not increase ticket 
prices even if the gov-
ernment permitted the 
hike has gone viral on 
internet. With around 

Rs 80 crore re-
portedly at stake for 
Toxic, Dil Raju, who 
acquired the Telugu 
dubbing rights, opted 
for enhanced ticket 
prices in Telangana 
and Andhra Pradesh. 
“The film had a good 
opening, collecting 
around Rs 22 crore on 
Day One. But it is 
likely to drop by 
around 50 percent on 
Day Two and may 
continue to decline, as 
the film has received 
more negative than 
positive comments. 
We have to see how it 
performs in the com-
ing days,” says Natti 
Kumar.Meanwhile, 
there are reports that 
KVN Productions and 
Yash may compensate 
Telugu distributors 
for their losses if 
Toxic fails to reach 
the agreed-upon tar-
get of Rs 80 crore. 
“That would amount 
to substantial relief,” 

Social Media Fumes Over 
‘Toxic’ Replacing ‘Irumudi’ 
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Former Jambagh Corpo-
rator Rakesh Jaiswal cele-
brated the auspicious 
festival of Raksha Band-
han with the Brahma Ku-
maris at the Brahma 
Kumaris Centre in Tulja-
guda, Jambagh Division. 
 On the occasion, Brahma 
Kumari sisters tied the 
sacred Rakhi to Rakesh 
Jaiswal, symbolising the 
timeless bond of love, af-
fection, trust and protec-
tion. The celebration 
reflected the spiritual sig-
nificance of Raksha Band-
han and the importance of 
maintaining strong rela-
tionships based on mutual 

respect and care.Rakesh 
Jaiswal expressed his 
gratitude to the Brahma 
Kumari sisters and sought 
their blessings for peace, 
prosperity and happiness. 
He said the festival was a 
beautiful reminder of the 
values of love, harmony 
and togetherness.Gayatri 
Didi and Hemlata Didi, 
along with Jitendhar 
Agarwal, Rajesh Agarwal 

and several residents of 
Jambagh Division, partici-
pated in the programme 
and extended their warm 
wishes on the occasion. 
 The gathering concluded 
in a warm and devotional 
atmosphere, with partici-
pants cherishing the spirit 
of Raksha Bandhan and 
the enduring bonds it rep-
resents. 
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Cyberabad traffic police 
advised NEET-PG en-
trance examination candi-
dates to plan their 
journeys in advance and 
avoid marathon routes on 
Sunday to ensure timely 
arrival at their respective 
examination centres. Po-
lice advised candidates to 
choose alternative routes 
and leave well in advance 

to avoid congestion and 
reach examination centres 
on time. The advisory was 
issued in view of the 15th 
Edition of the NMDC Hy-
derabad Marathon 2026, 
scheduled on August 30 
from 5 am to 11.30 am. 
The marathon will pass 
through several important 
stretches in the Cyberabad 
commissionerate limits. 
 NEET-PG candidates 
have specifically been ad-
vised to avoid the affected 

stretches, including Cable 
Bridge-ITC Kohenur-My 
Home Abhra–IKEA 
Mindspace Rotary–NCB 
Junction–Gachibowli 
Flyover–Indiranagar–IIIT 
Junction–Gachibowli Sta-
dium-HCU 2nd Gate, and 
the NAC Main Gate–
Metal Charminar–Tech 
Mahindra–Lemon Tree 
Hotel–Raidurg Metro Sta-
tion–IKEA Underpass. 
The main marathon route 
will cover Cable Bridge, 

ITC Kohenur, Knowledge 
City Gate No. 8, My 
Home Abhra, C Gate 
Junction, IKEA, Mind-
space Rotary, Transco, 
NCB/Biodiversity Junc-
tion, Pista House, South 
India Shopping Mall, Ga-
chibowli flyover, Indira-
nagar and IIIT Junction. It 
will then proceed towards 
Gachibowli Stadium, 
enter the University of 
Hyderabad campus 
through Gate No. 2, exit 

through the same gate and 
return towards Gachi-
bowli stadium through 
Gate No. 2. The 10K run 
will start from Gitex in 
Madhapur and pass 
through NAC Main Gate, 
Khanamet Junction, Metal 
Charminar Junction, Tech 
Mahindra, Leamon Tree 
Hotel, Raidurg Metro Sta-
tion and IKEA Underpass 
before merging with the 
main marathon route. 
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The erratic monsoon ap-
pears to have put nearly 
half of all the mandals in 
the state under the spot-
light, with 290 of the 621 
mandals reported to have 
received deficit rain so 
far. In addition, another 
256 mandals, though 
falling in the official me-
teorological ‘normal’ 
rainfall category, have 
net deficits ranging be-
tween 19 and 1 per cent 
of the amount of rainfall 
they should have re-
ceived in a normal year 
as on August 28. 
 The India Meteorologi-
cal Department (IMD) 
describes ‘normal’ cate-
gory as ranging between 
plus 19 and minus-19 per 
cent. While four mandals 
are in the large deficit 
category, 71 have re-
ceived excess rainfall. 
With respect to the dis-
tricts, 16 have been listed 
as falling into the deficit 

category, an equal 
number have made it to 
the normal group of 
which 10 have net defi-
cits, with only district of 
Kamareddy receiving ex-
cess rainfall so far. 
 That this year’s El Nino 
is hitting the state hard 
during the ongoing mon-
soon season can be seen 
the Directorate of Eco-
nomics and Statistics’ 
data, which shows that 
Telangana received a cu-
mulative rain of 469.4 
mm against the normal 
of 551.6 mm between 
June 1 and August 28, 
leaving the state with an 
overall deficit of 15 per 
cent of the norm. The un-
even distribution of rain, 
however, appears to have 
not deterred farmers 
from going ahead with 
agriculture operations 
with 11,95,5375 acres 
planted as on August 27, 
compared to 11,70,9156 
acres planted as on the 
same date last year. 
 Paddy retained its top 

spot as the single largest 
crop planted this season 
with 50,92,817 acres, 
followed by cotton with 
48,21,503 acres. Inciden-
tally, cotton, a largely 
rainfed crop, exceeded 
the acreage of 45,21,192 
acres last year, while the 
land under paddy de-
clined from 59,05,675 
acres planted as on Au-
gust 27.  
 The hopes of a monsoon 
revival after the late July 
rainfall that extended 
into the first week of Au-
gust, appear to have 
driven planting of crops 
despite the uneven distri-
bution of the rain. For in-
stance, Adilabad, which 
has the largest crop area 
this season so far with 
5,88,032 acres, has 14 of 
its 21 mandals in the def-
icit category, with seven 
in the normal category 
though these seven man-
dals in reality have defi-
cits ranging from -4 to 
-18 per cent. 
 

Half of Telangana  
Suffering From Deficit Rains 

Rakesh Jaiswal Celebrates Raksha 
Bandhan with Brahma Kumaris

NEET-PG Candidates Advised to Avoid Hyderabad Marathon Routes on Sunday 
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In a sudden political 
development, the All 
India Majlis-e-Ittehadul 
Muslimeen (AIMIM) 
on Saturday expelled its 
Member of the Legis-
lative Council (MLC), 
Mirza Rahmath Baig, 
from the party with im-
mediate effect. The 
party leadership has 
also directed him to im-
mediately step down 
from his legislative post 

by submitting his resig-
nation to the Chairman 
of the Telangana Legis-
lative Council. The 
decision was communi-
cated through an offi-
cial party release issued 
by AIMIM Joint Secre-

tary S.A. Hussain 
Anwar. "Mirza 
Rahmath Baig has been 
expelled from AIMIM 
with immediate effect. 
He must immediately 
submit his resignation 
to the Chairman of the 
Legislative Council," 
the party announced in 
its statement. Baig was 
elected to the Telan-
gana Legislative Coun-
cil under the Hyderabad 
Local Authorities con-
stituency in 2023. 
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Director-General of Po-
lice C.V. Anand directed 
officers to adopt a data-
led, unit-specific ap-
proach to policing, with 
greater emphasis on 
field-level action, profes-
sional standards and 
timely decision-making, 
against the backdrop of 
Telangana recording a 
steady increase in reg-
istered cases, from 
2,65,377 during July 
2023-June 2024 to 
2,84,363 during July 
2025-June 2026. Ad-
dressing the half-yearly 
crime review meeting 
with senior officers of all 
units here on Friday, 
Anand directed all zonal 
DIGs and multi-sone IGs 
to examine inspection 
notes and instructed of-
ficers to take immediate 
action on issues identi-
fied during district tours 
and police station inspec-

tions. He asked officers 
to identify emerging 
crime trends in advance 
and formulate specific 
action plans wherever re-
quired. Senior IPS of-
ficers Mahesh Bhagwat, 
Shikha Goel, Charu 
Sinha, Sandeep Shandi-
lya, police commis-
sioners, district 
superintendents of police 
were present at the meet-
ing. Anand also called for 
strict adherence to time-

lines while updating data 
on digital policing por-
tals. The CCTNS data 
update rate, which was 
earlier 70-80 per cent, 
had now reached 96 per 
cent. The DGP called for 
a special focus on nar-
cotics and a hawkish ap-
proach towards organised 
crime. He asked senior 
officers to continuously 
reorient priorities accord-
ing to the crime profile of 
their respective units and 

remain closely connected 
with the field. 
 Officials focused on 
technology-driven poli-
cing, with presentations 
on AI-based policing ap-
plications, CCTNS, TG-
COP, Hawkeye and other 
digital platforms. The 
meeting also examined 
the implementation of the 
new criminal laws and 
ICJS, cybercrime initia-
tives, EAGLE and the 
functioning and workload 

of the FSL. Junior IPS 
officers presented poli-
cing innovations and 
technology-driven initia-
tives aimed at improving 
operational efficiency 
and public service deliv-
ery. The meeting also dis-
cussed financial and 
budgetary matters, hous-
ing projects, infrastruc-
ture requirements, 
operational issues and the 
rehabilitation of surren-
dered Maoists.  
 Anand emphasised that 
effective policing re-
quired strong basic poli-
cing practices, timely 
analysis of data, technol-
ogy-driven interventions 
and sustained supervi-
sion. He said unit-level 
accountability, timely 
decisions and focused 
field action would be cru-
cial to strengthening 
crime prevention and im-
proving the overall effec-
tiveness of the Telangana 
Police. 
 

Adopt Data-Led, Unit-Specific Policing 
to Tackle Rising Crime: DGP C.V. Anand 

CMC Cracks Down on Illegal  
Constructions, Demolishes 14 Buildings

AIMIM Expels MLC Mirza Rahmath 
Baig with Immediate Effect 
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 Enforcement action 
against unauthorised 
constructions continued 
across the Cyberabad 
Municipal Corporation 
(CMC) limits on Fri-
day.Town Planning and 
Enforcement teams 
conducted field inspec-
tions across three zones 
and identified 22 illegal 
structures. Officials de-
molished 14 buildings 
found to be in violation 
of rules and issued no-
tices to two more struc-
tures. 
 The remaining six 
cases are under investi-
gation for further dem-

olition and enforcement 
action as per the pre-
scribed procedure.CMC 
Commissioner directed 
Town Planning and En-
forcement teams to 
maintain continuous 
field-level monitoring 
and identify unautho-
rised constructions at 
an early stage.CMC of-
ficials said strict action 
will continue against il-
legal constructions as 
per the applicable rules. 

Family Members 
Allowed to  
Respond to SIR 
Notices 
 HYDERABAD 
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Pertaining to Special In-
tensive Revision (SIR) 
2026 notices, if an elector 
is a senior citizen, spe-
cially‑abled, overseas 
elector or is ill, the per-
son’s family member can 
submit documents and ap-
pear before Electoral Reg-
istration Officers (EROs) 
and Assistant Electoral 
Registration Officers 
(AEROs). The condition is 
that the representative 
must be above 18 years. 
The Hyderabad District 
Election Authority received 
these instructions from the 
Chief Electoral Officer 
(CEO), which apply across 
the state. 
 On Friday, the CEO di-
rected all collectors and 
district election officers 
(DEOs), including the 
GHMC commissioner, to 
issue necessary instruc-
tions to EROs and 
AEROs. According to the 
orders, election authorities 
should allow any adult 
family member of senior 
citizens, PwDs, sick or 
overseas electors to ap-
pear in person and submit 
required documents for 
disposal of notices issued 
to them. EROs and 
AEROs should also ex-
plain the procedure fol-
lowed in issuing and 
disposing of notices during 
weekly meetings with polit-
ical parties. The instruc-
tions were issued as per 
Election Commission of 
India (ECI) directions. 
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Dr B.R. Ambedkar 
Open University 
(BRAOU) started an 
‘AI for Teachers’ course 
to train government 
school teachers. Vice 
Chancellor Prof. 
Ghanta Chakrapani said 
the initiative was part 
of the university’s ef-
forts to use technology 
to make education more 
accessible. He said the 
University Grants Com-
mission had permitted 
BRAOU to offer 

courses through digital 
and online modes, al-
lowing the university to 
expand beyond its tradi-
tional distance-educa-
tion model. Speaking at 
the university’s 45th 
Foundation Day pro-
gramme, Prof. Chakra-
pani said BRAOU was 
established to make 
higher education acces-
sible to people who 
could not pursue con-
ventional education. 
The university was now 
adopting online learn-
ing, AI and other tech-
nologies while 

continuing to focus on 
accessibility and qual-
ity. The move was dis-
cussed during a special 
lecture on “BRAOU 
and the Promise of De-
mocratised Education”, 
delivered by Dr B. Sha-
drach, director of the 
Commonwealth Educa-
tional Media Centre for 
Asia (CEMCA), New 
Delhi. 
 Dr Shadrach said AI-
based and asynchro-
nous learning could 
make education more 
flexible for people bal-
ancing studies with 

work and family re-
sponsibilities.  
 “Today, asynchronous 
digital learning enables 
students to learn ac-
cording to their time, 
pace, language and in-
dividual needs,” he 
said, pointing to 
farmers, homemakers 
and working profes-
sionals as potential ben-
eficiaries.  
 He also spoke about 
BRAOU’s use of 
BRAOU TV, Hi-
BRAOU Digital Radio, 
iBooks and its DigiLi-
brary, allowing students 

to access learning ac-
ross different devices 
and  
 online or offline. 
BRAOU academic di-
rector Prof. G. Pushpa 
Chakrapani said the 
university would con-
tinue adapting its aca-
demic policies to 
changing student needs 
while focusing on so-
cial justice and inclu-
sive education. The 
Vice Chancellor also 
announced that a for-
eign languages training 
centre would soon be 
opened at BRAOU. 

BRAOU Launches ‘AI for Teachers’ Course to Train Government Educators 

On the occasion of Raksha Bandhan, Telangana 
Chief Minister Anumula Revanth Reddy was 
warmly presented with a silver Rakhi by Karwan 
Constituency Congress Women President Mamidi 
Madhavi, the beloved daughter of the Sabjimandi 
Gangaputra community, symbolising affection, re-
spect and the enduring bond of brotherhood.


