WAKE VP TELANG,,

ey
it

PT.
N\

AP Planning to Rob Telangana's

TELANGA

Telangana HC dismisses
petition challenging KTR'S
Sircilla win:

MAX: 39.0°C
MIN:27.0°C
RH: 23%
RAINFALL MM
FORECAST : MAINLY CLEAR SKY
MAX/MIN
temp. 40/28°C

TN Budget Eyes Cross-
Border Metro Rail
Link with Karnataka's
Bommasandra

With a commitment to pro-
pel Tamil Nadu into a US $
1.5 trillion dollar economy
by 2036, the State govern-
ment, in the budget for
2026-27, gave priority to
empowering women, im-
proving governance, hous-
ing for all, safe drinking
water, sustainable liveli-
hoods, protecting social jus-
tice and promoting green
cover.

Presented by State Minister
for Finance, Planning and
Development, N Marie Wil-
son, in the State Assembly
on Wednesday, the Budget
proposed to generate an
additional revenue of Rs
16,000 crore through GST,
the registration department,
computerization of mining
operations and an additional
privilege fee on liquor man-
ufacturing.

Among the announcements
were the establishment of a
Specialized Government
Law College in Madurai in
2027-28, training of me-
chanics servicing fossil-fuel
vehicles in EV and battery
maintenance, benefiting
22,500 persons over 5
years, at a cost of Rs.3
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CM Revanth Seeks Patil’s
Intervention For Tummidihatti

HYDERABAD
Wakeup telangana

Chief Minister A. Revanth
Reddy on Wednesday
urged the Centre to facili-
tate Maharashtra's ap-
proval for increasing the
height of the proposed
Tummidihatti barrage on
the Pranahita river to 150-
152 metres, saying the
project was crucial for
providing assured irriga-
tion to the backward un-
divided Adilabad district.
He also requested the
Centre to convene a meet-
ing between Telangana
and Maharashtra govern-
ments at the earliest to re-
solve the long-pending
issue. The Chief Minister,
accompanied by irrigation
minister N. Uttam Kumar
Reddy, met Union jal
shakti minister C.R. Patil
in Delhi and discussed the
importance of the Tummi-
dihatti project, the need
for early statutory clear-
ances, and the progress
made on the issue follow-
ing his recent letter to
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi. Revanth Reddy
said the Prime Minister's
Office (PMO) had re-
sponded to his representa-
tion and forwarded the
matter to the jal shakti

ministry for action. The
Chief Minister briefed the
Union minister on Telan-
gana and Maharashtra
having an agreement to
construct the Tummidi-
hatti barrage at a full res-

ervoir level (FRL) of 148
metres.

He said Telangana was
now seeking permission
to raise the barrage height
to ensure gravity-based
water supply and obviate
the need to deploy motors
to lift waters. Revanth
Reddy said that the Cen-
tral Water and Power Re-
search Station (CWPRS),
Pune, after conducting a
scientific study, had re-
ported that there was no
significant difference in
the submergence area
whether the barrage was

Road Deaths on National Highways
Fall 4% in 2025: Nitin Gadkari

NEW DELHI
Wakeup telangana

Fatalities due to accidents
on national highways re-
duced for the first time
since the COVID-19 pan-
demic, with the number of
such deaths falling by 4
per cent to 62,122 in
2025, Parliament was in-
formed on Wednesday.In
a written reply to the
Rajya Sabha, Union Road
Transport and Highways
Minister Nitin Gadkari
said that accident fatalities
on national highways

were 64,772 and 63,112 in
2024 and 2023, respec-
tively.

In 2025, the number of
road accidents went up by
5.30 per cent to over 5.13
lakh, resulting in deaths of
21 persons every hour. A
total of 5,13,563 road ac-
cidents have been re-
ported by police
departments of states and
Union Territories across
the country during the cal-
endar year 2025, claiming
1,83,382 lives, Gadkari
said. While the total
number of road accidents
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on NHs in 2025 was at
1,43,526, the figure stood
at 77,234 this year as on
July 27, the minister said.
Amongst states, Tamil
Nadu reported the highest
number of accidents at
71,387, whereas Uttar
Pradesh reported the high-
est number of accident fa-
talities at 27,550 in 2025.
The Ministry of Road
Transport and Highways
is primarily responsible
for the development and
maintenance of National
Highways (NHs).

> CONTINUE ON | PAGE 4

L ‘

built at 148 metres or 152

metres. He pointed out
that nearly 50 per cent of
the submergence would
remain confined to the
riverbed, substantially re-
ducing the impact on up-
stream areas in
Mabharashtra. Responding
to the request, Patil in-
formed the Chief Minister
that the ministry had re-
ceived the communication
forwarded by the Prime
Minister's Office. He as-
sured Revanth Reddy that
the Centre would initiate
the consultation process
without delay.

Patil said the first step
would be to convene a
meeting under the aegis of
the Central Water Com-
mission (CWC), bringing
together officials from Te-
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langana and Maharashtra
to begin technical discus-
sions. This would be fol-
lowed by a meeting of the
irrigation ministers of
both states to take the
matter forward and work
towards a mutually ac-
ceptable solution. MPs
Mallu Ravi, Vem Na-
render Reddy, Ramasa-
hayam Raghuram Reddy,
Porika Balram Naik, Gad-
dam Vamsi Krishna, M.
Anil Yadav and Dr Kadi-
yam Kavya, Telangana
government's special rep-
resentative in Delhi A.P.
Jitender Reddy, irrigation
adviser Adityanath Das
and irrigation principal
secretary E. Sridhar were
also present during the
meeting.

PM: Repeal Of Article
370 Revived J&K

Prime Minister says infrastructure, opportunities and

constitutional rights have expanded since the removal of Jammu

and Kashmir's special status in 2019.

HYDERABAD
Wakeup telangana

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Wednesday said
Jammu and Kashmir and
Ladakh have undergone
wide-ranging transfor-
mation since the abroga-
tion of Article 370 in
2019, highlighting im-
provements in infrastruc-
ture, education,
healthcare, entrepreneur-
ship and sports. Ho-
wever, he made no
reference to the long-
pending issue of restor-
ing statehood to Jammu
and Kashmir. In a post
on X marking the sev-
enth anniversary of the
abrogation of Article
370, Modi described Au-
gust 5, 2019, as a defin-
ing milestone in India's
journey towards inclu-
sive development. He
said the Centre remained
committed to the devel-
opment of Jammu and
Kashmir and Ladakh and
to ensuring that every
citizen had the opportu-
nity to "dream big,
achieve and contribute"

Fkxercise Restraint, SC Tells
Law Enforcement Agencies

HYDERABAD
Wakeup telangana

The Supreme Court on
Wednesday emphasised
restraint by law enforce-
ment during protests, ob-
serving that youngsters
should be counselled and
pacified even if some
“misguided elements” re-
sort to stone-pelting. A
three-judge Bench headed
by Chief Justice of India
Surya Kant, along with
Justices Joymalya Bagchi
and V. Mohana, made the

observations while agree-
ing to hear a plea seeking
action against organisers
of the July 20 “Sansad
Chalo” march for alleged
incitement to violence.
The Bench tagged the pe-
tition, filed by a retired
Air Force officer, with a
similar plea.

The July 20 march to Par-
liament followed protests
over alleged exam irregu-
larities and the NEET
paper leak. Appearing for
petitioner Maneesh
Kumar Solanki, advocate

Rizwan Ahmed said, "Fif-
teen days have passed...
What about the accounta-
bility of the organisers?
They are going from
channel to channel giving
provocative statements
and refusing to douse the
fire".

He argued that govern-
ments should not “bend
backwards” in handling
protests, citing a recent
law and order situation in
Rajasthan. “If the govern-
ment bends backwards in
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Heavy Rains Lash Kerala

KERALA
Wakeup telangana

Heavy rains continued to
lash several parts of Ker-
ala on Wednesday, caus-
ing widespread
waterlogging and inunda-
tion of roads. More relief
camps were opened, and
residents of low-lying
areas were evacuated, au-
thorities said. The south-
ern districts of
Pathanamthitta, Alap-
puzha and Kottayam con-
tinued to bear the brunt of
the rain fury, with inces-
sant showers and overcast
skies disrupting normal

life.

The elderly, women and
children were seen wad-
ing through knee-deep
water in several inundated
areas of these districts. As
floodwaters remained in
many low-lying areas and
several houses continued

to be waterlogged, more
residents were shifted to
relief camps. Authorities
said additional camps had
been opened to accommo-
date those evacuated as
heavy rain persisted. Sev-
eral parts of the northern
districts, including high-

range areas of Kozhikode
and Kannur, also received
widespread rainfall.

The India Meteorological
Department issued an 'or-
ange alert' for five dis-
tricts in Kerala, warning
of very heavy rainfall,
while the Indian National
Centre for Ocean Infor-
mation Services cautioned
about the possibility of
high waves and sea incur-
sion along parts of the
state's southern coast. The
IMD issued an 'orange
alert' for Pathanamthitta,
Kottayam, Idukki, Kannur
and Kasaragod districts.

» CONTINUE ON | PAGE 4

towards building a Viksit

Bharat. The Prime Min-
ister said the region had
witnessed significant ex-
pansion of infrastructure
and the creation of new
opportunities across var-
ious sectors over the past
seven years.

He added that women
and members of margin-
alised communities, who
had been denied several
constitutional rights for
decades, had now been
empowered through the
full application of the
Constitution. Modi also
noted that this year's an-
niversary coincides with
the 125th birth anniver-
sary of Dr Syama Prasad
Mookerjee. He said the
Bharatiya Jana Sangh
founder's commitment to
national unity continued
to inspire generations

and that the vision he
championed found fulfil-
ment with the abrogation
of Article 370.

While reiterating the
Centre's commitment to
the development of
Jammu and Kashmir and
Ladakh, the Prime Min-
ister did not mention the
restoration of statehood
to Jammu and Kashmir,
an assurance he had
given on earlier occa-
sions. He had previously
said the Centre was com-
mitted to restoring state-
hood and that it
remained a "solemn
promise", adding that ef-
forts were underway to
create the conditions for
it to be done expedi-
tiously. Dr Syama Prasad
Mookerjee, founder of
the Bharatiya Jana
Sangh, the precursor to
the BJP, had campaigned
for the full integration of
Jammu and Kashmir
with the rest of India
through the removal of
Article 370. He was born
on July 6, 1901, and died
in detention in Srinagar
on June 23, 1953.

Dial 112 Turns Single
Support Platform for
All Emergencies

Wakeup telangana

Telangana Police on Wed-
nesday launched Dial 112,
the Al-enabled Telangana
Emergency Response
Support System (TG-
ERSS), positioning it as a
unified platform integrat-
ing police, fire, ambu-
lance and other
emergency services. The
service is currently opera-
tional. Launching the new
emergency number, Di-
rector-General of Police
C.V. Anand said 112
would serve as the single
point of contact for cit-
izens during emergencies,
integrating services re-
lated to women’s safety,
child protection and dis-
aster response.

Stating that the migration
of Dial-100 operations
from GVK EMRI at
Kompally had been com-
pleted without disruption,
the DGP said the up-
graded system has im-
proved call-handling
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efficiency, with average
call-taker response time
reduced from 100 seconds
to 69 seconds and dis-
patcher time from 90 sec-
onds to 64 seconds.
“Overall call centre pro-
cessing time has come
down from 190 seconds to
133 seconds, an improve-
ment of nearly 30 per
cent,” he said.

The DGP said Telangana
recorded an average emer-
gency response time of
around six minutes in
urban areas and 15 mi-
nutes in rural areas, with
an overall state average of
10 minutes and 30 sec-
onds, compared to the na-
tional average of about 18
minutes.

According to Anand, the
new system uses artificial
intelligence to filter dupli-
cate and non-emergency
calls and prioritise inci-
dents based on severity
and urgency. It includes
features such as smart call
routing, Al-assisted dis-
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Unfazed by El Nino, T'gana Farmers
SO0W More Area Than Last Year

According to data released by the Professor Jayashankar Telangana Agriculture University on Wednesday,

farmers, till July 29, had sowed crops in 10 per cent more area than they did by the same date last year.

HYDERABAD
Wakeup telangana

Despite concerns over a
delayed monsoon onset
and uncertainty over the
continuation of rainfall
activity, farmers across
Telangana have shown re-
markable confidence by
expanding their cultiva-
tion area during the ongo-
ing Kharif (Vanakalam)
season. The latest agricul-
tural data indicates that
sowing activity has pro-
gressed at a faster pace
compared to the previous
year, reflecting farmers’
preparedness and opti-
mism about the season.
According to the report
released by Professor
Jayashankar Telangana
Agriculture University,
farmers in the state had
SOWN Crops across
32,93,335 acres by July

29, 2026. Thls marks a
considerable increase
compared to the
24,65,691 acres covered
during the same period in
2025. The current sowing
area accounts for nearly
34 per cent of the state’s
normal Kharif cropped
area, estimated at 98.13
lakh acres.

University Vice-Chancel-
lor Prof. Aldas Janaiah re-
leased the latest findings
based on satellite imagery
analysis conducted by the
Centre for Digital Agri-
culture and Technology.
The centre has been mon-

itoring crop coverage and
agricultural patterns using
advanced digital tools to
provide accurate data on
sowing progress across
Telangana.

District-wise analysis
showed that Yadadri-Bhu-
vanagiri district recorded
the highest sowing pro-
gress, with farmers com-
pleting cultivation in 57.3
per cent of the normal
cropped area. It was fol-
lowed by Medchal-Mal-
kajgiri district with 54.6
per cent and Jangaon dis-
trict with 51.5 per cent.

On the other hand, some

districts witnessed com-
paratively slower pro-
gress. Khammam district
recorded 16.5 per cent of
its normal sowing area,
while Wanaparthy stood at
17.3 per cent and Waran-
gal at 20.1 per cent. Offi-
cials said variations in
rainfall patterns, soil con-
ditions, and local farming
decisions contributed to
differences in sowing per-
centages among districts.
As in previous years,
paddy, cotton, and maize
continued to occupy a
major share of the culti-
vated area. However, an
encouraging trend has
emerged with more
farmers showing interest
in cultivating pulses and
oilseed crops. Prof. Ja-
naiah said this shift is a
result of crop diversifica-
tion awareness pro-
grammes being conducted

to encourage farmers to
move towards sustainable
and alternative cropping
patterns.

Agriculture experts be-
lieve the increase in sow-
ing area highlights the
resilience of Telangana
farmers, who have con-
tinued agricultural opera-
tions despite initial
monsoon challenges. The
satellite-based monitoring
system is also helping the
government and agricul-
tural departments assess
crop conditions, plan sup-
port measures, and take
timely decisions for
farmers. With rainfall ex-
pected to influence further
sowing activity in the
coming weeks, officials
are hopeful that the culti-
vated area will continue to
rise and contribute to a
successful Kharif season

across the state.

Telangana HC cismisses petition

challenging KTR’s Sircilla win

HYDERABAD
Wakeup telangana

Justice Namavarapu
Rajeshwar Rao of the
Telangana High Court
has dismissed an elec-
tion petition challeng-
ing the election of BRS
Working President KT
Rama Rao from the Sir-
cilla Assembly Constit-
uency.

The Court observed
that an election petition
is maintainable only on
the specific grounds
recognised under the
Representation of the
People Act. The elec-
tion petition was filed
by Congress candidate
KK Mahender Reddy,
who sought to declare
KT Rama Rao’s elec-
tion void alleging that
he had failed to disclose
certain material particu-
lars in his nomination
affidavit.

The petltloner alleged
that an immovable
property at Jubilee Hills
had not been disclosed,
liabilities were not
properly reflected in the
affidavit, certain trans-
actions relating to prop-
erties purchased in the
name of

KT Rama Rao’s son
were omitted and that
the election expenditure
was not correctly dis-
closed.

After considering the
rival submissions, Jus-
tice Rajeshwar Rao

held that an election pe-
tition must disclose a
legally sustainable
cause of action founded
on the grounds specifi-
cally provided under
the election law and
cannot proceed on
vague or unsupported
allegations

regarding the qualifica-
tions or disclosures of a
returned candidate.

The Court further ob-
served that only an
elector of the concerned
constituency or a con-
testing candidate can
maintain an election pe-
tition in accordance
with the statutory re-
quirements.

Holding that the allega-
tions made by the peti
tioner did not warrant
interference with the
election, the High Court
dismissed the election
petition.

Honest PR
Employee Returns
Lost Mobile, Earns
Public Apprematuon

A remarkable act of hon-
esty by Mr. Ch. Praveen
Kumar, an employee of
the Panchayat Raj (PR)
Engineering Department,
has won the appreciation
of people across the Na-
rayankhed
constituency.On Monday
morning, Mr. Raju, Pan-
chayat Secretary of Kam-
jipur Gram Panchayat,
accidentally lost his mo-
bile phone while travelling
to Sirgapur. After an un-
successful search, he
called his own number
from another phone. The
call was answered by Mr.
Ch. Praveen Kumar, who
had found the mobile
phone on the
roadside.Without expect-
ing anything in return,
Praveen Kumar safely
kept the device and per-
sonally handed it over to
its rightful owner. The
gesture was widely appre-
ciated as an example of
honesty and public serv-
ice.Expressing his grat-
itude, Panchayat
Secretary Mr. Raju said
the phone contained pre-
cious memories, including
photographs of his late
elder brother.

Anti-Encroachment Drives
Fail to Reclaim Footpaths

HYDERABAD
Wakeup telangana

The ongoing encroach-
ment removal drives by
municipal corporations in
the Core Urban Region
Economy (CURE) area
have brought little relief
to pedestrians, who con-
tinue to be forced onto the
edges of busy roads as
footpaths remain occu-
pied, damaged or unus-
able. According to the
state government’s Socio-
Economic Outlook 2024,
the erstwhile GHMC area
has a road network of
9,013 km but only about
850 km of footpaths,
amounting to less than 10
per cent of the total road
length. The situation is
much the same in the Cy-
berabad Municipal Corpo-
ration (CMC) and
Malkajgiri Municipal
Corporation (MMC)
limits.

Footpaths across the city
are encroached upon by
temporary and permanent
stalls, eateries, street ven-
dors and hawkers. Shops
extend ramps and roofs
onto pavements, while
some establishments use
them for seating or dis-

playing products. Where
commercial establish-
ments leave footpaths
free, parked cars and two-
wheelers occupy the
space, leaving pedestrians
with nowhere to walk. In
several places, pruned tree
branches, garbage and
construction material
further obstruct the walk-
ways.

Public transport users
complained that city roads
appeared to cater prima-
rily to motor vehicles.
“Only a few Metro sta-
tions have protected foot-
paths with grills and other
safety measures. Pedes-
trian safety remains a dis-
tant dream,” said Pallam
Ravi, an employee of an
IT company. Cyclists
echoed the concern, point-
ing to the lack of ded-

icated infrastructure and
safety measures for both
pedestrians and cyclists.

Among the worst-af-
fected locations are the
footpaths outside Secun-
derabad Railway Station
and adjoining Rathifile
Bus Station, where pedes-
trians alleged that pave-
ments meant for public
use had been taken over
by South Central Railway
and Hyderabad Metro
Rail works, vendors and
shopkeepers. With little or
no space left for walking,
commuters are forced
onto busy roads amid
heavy traffic. Residents
said a journey that should
normally take about 10
minutes often takes twice
as long because of con-
gestion and obstructions,
subjecting pedestrians to
avoidable exhaustion and
delays.

Serilingampally, includ-
ing the IT corridor, is
another major trouble
spot. Footpaths near Hitec
City, Yousufguda and
Ameerpet Metro stations,
Mahatma Gandhi Bus
Station, Jubilee Bus Sta-
tion and Nampally remain
heavily encroached.

Telangana Government Expands Prajavani to
Mandal Level for Faster Public Grievance Redressal

HYDERABAD
Wakeup telangana

In a major step towards
strengthening citizen-cen-
tric governance, the Gov-
ernment of Telangana has
issued G.O. Ms. No. 4,
formally extending the
Prajavani Public Griev-
ance Redressal Pro-
gramme to the Mandal
level across the State. The
initiative is aimed at mak-
ing grievance redressal
more accessible, transpar-
ent, and responsive by
taking government serv-
ices closer to the people.
According to the order,
Mandal Level Prajavani
will be conducted every
Monday from 10:00 AM

to 1:00 PM at the Mandal
Parishad Development
Office (MPDO Office).
The MPDO will serve as
the Nodal Officer, while
officials from key depart-
ments, including Revenue,
Panchayat Raj, Agricul-
ture, Education, Health,
Welfare, Irrigation, Roads
& Buildings, Rural Water

Supply, Power Utilities,
Housing, Municipal Ad-
ministration and others,
will attend to receive peti-
tions and initiate immedi-
ate action.

The Government has also
integrated the Mandal-
level programme with the
unified Prajavani Portal,
ensuring that every griev-
ance is digitally reg-
istered, supporting

documents are uploaded,
and citizens receive an ac-
knowledgement contain-
ing a unique Grievance ID
for tracking and monitor-
ing.

To ensure smooth imple-
mentation, every Mandal
Prajavani venue will be
equipped with a dedicated
registration counter, com-
puter, scanner, internet
connectivity and trained
help desk personnel. The
Government has also di-
rected officials to provide
basic public amenities, in-
cluding seating, safe
drinking water, wash-
rooms, wheelchairs and
assistance for drafting pe-
titions. Priority will be
given to persons with dis-
abilities, senior citizens,

pregnant women and
mothers with infants.

The order further in-
structs all Department
Secretaries, Heads of De-
partments and District
Collectors to ensure the
immediate operationalisa-
tion of Mandal Level Pra-

javani and develop

Standard Operating Proce-
dures (SOPs) for effective
grievance redressal.

With this expansion, the
Telangana Government
aims to decentralise pub-
lic grievance handling,
improve accountability,
accelerate resolution of
citizens' issues, and de-
liver government services
efficiently at the grass-
roots level.

HUMTA Reviews Hyderabad Urban Mobility Plan;
Focus on Safe Roads and Seamless Transit

‘

HYDERABAD
Wakeup telangana

Hyderabad is set to strengthen

urban mobility through integrated
planning, with a focus on safer
roads, improved traffic manage-
ment. The initiatives were discussed
at a Hyderabad Unified Metropol-
itan Transport Authority(HUMTA)
review meeting held on Wednesday.
GHMC commissioner R.V. Karnan,
and D. Joel Davis, joint commis-
sioner of police (traffic), chaired the

Working Group-2 meeting con-
vened by B. Jeevan Babu, manag-

ing director, HUMTA, to discuss
measures for building a smarter,
safer, and more connected transport
system. The meeting focused on

strengthening inter-departmental
coordination, improving transport
infrastructure, and enhancing seam-
less mobility through integrated
planning.

Discussions also focused on devel-
oping commuter-friendly infrastruc-
ture to ensure faster, safer, and more
convenient travel for citizens.

Venu Madhav Honoured with National
Award for Best Catermg Company

HYDERABAD
Wakeup telangana

Venu Madhav has been
honoured with the Best
Catering Company Award
at the Federation of All
India Caterers (FAIC)
Awards held in Jaipur.The
prestigious national rec-
ognition celebrates his
outstanding leadership,

commitment to quality,
and excellence in the cat-
ering industry.

His dedication to deliver-
ing exceptional dining ex-

periences and success-
fully managing large-
scale catering operations
earned widespread appre-
ciation.

The achievement marks a
significant milestone for
Venu Madhav and his
team, with industry
members extending their
congratulations and wish-
ing them continued suc-
cess in the years ahead.

Moula Ali Bridge to Get
X8.5-Crore Restoration Work
After Structural Issues Found

HYDERABAD
Wakeup telangana

The Moula Ali road
overbridge (ROB),
which is in deteriorated
condition, is set to get a
new lease of life as the
government on Wed-
nesday accorded ad-
ministration sanction of
Rs 8.5 crore for the re-
storation of the struc-
ture. The move follows
a Malkajgiri Municipal
Corporation inspection,
which reported that the
bridge that was con-
structed about 18 years
ago developed issues,
including gaps in ex-
pansion joints, exposed
pavement steel, which
were posing risk to
commuters besides re-
sulting in traffic con-

gestlon during peak
hours.

Based on the structural
study, the consultant
recommended replacing
bearing pads, repairs to
expansion joints, treat-
ment of potholes and
patches on the riding
surface. Anti-carbon-
ation coating for re-
inforced concrete
members, repairs to
corroded structural
members, replacement

of drainage spout
grates, footpath repairs,
painting of kerbs and
railings, and provision
of downtake pipes have
also been rec-
ommended. The bridge
connects major areas
such as Moula Ali In-
dustrial Area, ECIL,
Tarnaka, Kushaiguda
and AOC roads, and
carries heavy traffic
throughout the day.

Government Reviews
Rural Development
Progress Through
Statewide Video
Conference

The State Government on
Tuesday conducted a
comprehensive video con-
ference to review the im-
plementation of key rural
development programmes
across Telangana.The
meeting was chaired by
the Special Chief Secre-
tary to Government and
the Commissioner, Pan-
chayat Raj & Rural Devel-
opment, with the
participation of District
Rural Development Of-
ficers (DRDOs), Chief Ex-
ecutive Officers (CEOs) of
Zilla Parishads, District
Panchayat Officers
(DPOs), Mandal Parishad
Development Officers
(MPDOs), Mandal Pan-
chayat Officers (MPOs),
and other senior officials
from all districts.

During the review, officials
assessed the progress of
the Integrated Planning
process and discussed
strategies for improving
the implementation of
rural development initia-
tives. Special emphasis
was laid on labour mobili-
sation for Farm Ponds,
ensuring greater participa-
tion of workers, timely ex-
ecution of works, and
effective utilisation of
available resources.

The senior officials in-
structed district and man-
dal-level officers to
prepare action plans with
a result-oriented ap-
proach,

accelerate the execution
of development works,
and maintain close mon-
itoring to achieve the tar-
gets within the stipulated
timelines.
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Owaisi Slams
UP Deputy
CM’s Remarks
on Madrasas

AIMIM chief Asaduddin
Owaisi criticised Uttar
Pradesh Deputy Chief
Minister Keshav Prasad
Maurya’s comments on
madrasas, calling them
“divisive and unconstitu-
tional”. The Hyderabad
MP defended madrasas
by highlighting their role
in India’s independence
movement. In a post on
X, Owaisi cited Article 30
constitutional protections
for madrasas and ac-
cused the BJP of weap-
onising hatred for political
advantage. “Madrasas
were centres of conspir-
acies against the British
and the struggle for free-
dom. They produced
countless mujahideen of
independence, while Sa-
varkar was writing mercy
petitions to the British,”
he wrote.

Owaisi mocked Maurya’s
position in the UP gov-
ernment, saying, “His
chair is, in fact, just a
stool. But when chairs
are scarce, those with
stools have no choice but
to spew venom to main-
tain their political rel-
evance.”
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NHAI, Wil in Amrabad to Study
Elevated Gorridor Proposal

HYDERABAD
Wakeup telangana

A proposal to construct
a four-lane steel el-
evated corridor over the
Amrabad tiger reserve
moved one step closer
towards getting off the
ground with a team of
officials from the Na-
tional Highways Au-
thority of India (NHAI),
and the Wildlife Insti-
tute of India (WII) con-
ducting a preliminary
technical assessment of
the project after a field
visit on Wednesday. The
54-km-long proposed
corridor, if taken up,
will ‘fly’ over the forest
that forms the core area
of the tiger reserve. The
corridor is expected to
start near Brahmana-
pally, around three km
from Mannanur, that
forms the gateway to

the reserve, and land
near Eegalapenta, close
to River Krishna and
the Srisailam dam.
Once completed, it will
replace the on-the-
ground section of Na-
tional Highway 765, a
vital link to the temple
town of Srisailam on
Andhra Pradesh’s side
of the Krishna river.
The road normally sees
hundreds of vehicles —
two-wheelers, cars,
buses, lorries and a
number of tourist ve-
hicles — every day with

their numbers rising to a
few thousands on week-
ends. The constant ve-
hicular traffic, despite
the closure of the road
during nights, results in
regular road kills of
wild animals, and dis-
rupts the movement of
wildlife during the day
time. The NHAI offi-
cials, accompanied by
two WII technical ex-
perts, and after an in-
spection of the road,
met with the Nagarkur-
nool district forest of-
ficer Revanth Chandra,

and field level officers
of the reserve at Doma-
lapenta.

The next steps, accord-
ing to Chandra, would
be conducting a prelim-
inary survey along the
proposed elevated corri-
dor alignment, asses-
sing the potential
impacts of the proposed
construction on wildlife
and their habitats, and
examining the extent of
forest land that may
need to be diverted as
part of the proposal.
Further decisions on the
corridor will be taken
only after comprehen-
sive technical studies,
scientific analyses, en-
vironmental and wild-
life impact assessments,
and detailed evaluations
of the forest land re-
quirements, Revanth
Chandra said.

Saidabad Steel Bridge
Set FFor Opening

HYDERABAD
Wakeup telangana

The long-awaited Saida-
bad steel bridge is ready
for inauguration and will
soon be opened to the
public, promising major
relief for commuters in
Hyderabad. The bridge is
expected to ease traffic
movement between Chan-
chalguda Jail and Owaisi
Hospital while providing
an additional connectivity
link to Champapet.
Ministers Ponnam Prab-
hakar and Mohammed
Azharuddin inspected the
completed Saidabad
bridge on Wednesday and
later reviewed the pro-
gress of works at the
Moosarambagh bridge.
Speaking to the media,
Minister Ponnam Prabha-
kar said the long-pending
Saidabad steel bridge
project had been com-
pleted at a cost of 680
crore.

He announced that both
the Saidabad steel bridge
and the Moosarambagh

bridge would be inaugu-
rated shortly by Chief

Minister A. Revanth
Reddy before being
opened for public use.
The Chief Minister has
also directed officials to
widen the approach roads
to ensure smoother traffic
flow and maximise the
benefits of the new infras-
tructure.

Prabhakar said the gov-
ernment is simultaneously
accelerating works near
KBR Park to reduce con-
gestion on one of the
city's busiest arterial
roads. He expressed con-
fidence that these infras-
tructure projects would
significantly cut travel

time, improve connectiv-
ity and reduce traffic bot-
tlenecks across
Hyderabad.

The minister added that
the government is taking
special measures to mini-
mise inconvenience to
commuters during the
construction phase and
ensure timely completion
of ongoing projects.
Minister Mohammed Az-
haruddin said the govern-
ment is identifying traffic
bottlenecks and congested
junctions across the city
while examining propo-
sals for constructing new
flyovers at suitable loca-
tions.

Telangana to Review States’

lixx-Servicemen Corporations
Before New Unit

HYDERABAD
Wakeup telangana

The Telangana government
has decided to study the
functioning of ex-ser-
vicemen corporations in
other states before moving
ahead with the proposal to
establish a dedicated corpo-
ration for retired armed
forces personnel in the
state. The proposal was
placed before Chief Secre-
tary Sanjay Jaju during a
meeting held with Director
of Sainik Welfare Brigadier
N.R. Babu (Retd.) on Wed-
nesday.During the meeting,
Brig. Babu highlighted the
need for a separate ex-ser-
vicemen corporation in Te-
langana to ensure better
coordination of welfare
programmes and improve
support systems for retired
defence personnel. He said
the proposed organisation
could play a crucial role in
addressing employment op-
portunities, rehabilitation
measures, welfare initia-
tives and organised security
services for ex-servicemen
across the state.The Direc-
tor of Sainik Welfare ex-
plained that a dedicated
corporation would help
streamline various schemes
and services available for
veterans, Veer Naris (war
widows), and their fam-
ilies. It would also provide
an institutional platform to
address long-pending is-

sues related to livelihood,
housing, skill development
and social security.Re-
sponding to the proposal,
Chief Secretary Sanjay Jaju
directed officials to con-
duct a detailed study of
similar corporations func-
tioning in other states. The
study will examine their or-
ganisational structures, fi-
nancial arrangements,
administrative systems, op-
erational procedures and
implementation models.Of-
ficials have been asked to
prepare a comprehensive
report based on the findings
and submit it to the govern-
ment for further review.
The report is expected to
help Telangana frame an ef-
fective structure and frame-
work for the proposed
corporation, keeping in
view the needs of ex-ser-
vicemen in the state.During
the discussions, Brig. Babu
also requested the Chief
Secretary to arrange an
early meeting of the State
Sainik Board, which is
chaired by the Chief Minis-
ter. The Chief Secretary as-
sured that necessary steps
would be taken to obtain
the Chief Minister’s ap-

proval and convene the
meeting at the earliest.Sev-
eral important welfare is-
sues concerning
ex-servicemen were also
discussed during the meet-
ing. These included allot-
ment of house sites,
housing security and pro-
viding a dedicated share of
houses under the state gov-
ernment’s Indiramma
Housing Scheme for ex-
servicemen, Veer Naris and
other eligible defence fam-
ilies.The Chief Secretary
assured that these matters
would be examined posi-
tively and that coordination
would be established with
the concerned government
departments to find suitable
solutions.

The meeting also reviewed
various employment, wel-
fare and administrative
concerns affecting retired
defence personnel. Offi-
cials stressed the impor-
tance of strengthening
institutional support for ex-
servicemen and ensuring
that their contributions to
the nation are recognised
through effective welfare
measures. The proposed
corporation, if approved, is
expected to become a
major step towards improv-
ing rehabilitation, employ-
ment support and social
security mechanisms for
thousands of ex-servicemen
and their families in Telan-
gana.

SLN Infra Gelebrates Team
Leader Siluveru Hari's Birthday

HYDERABAD
Wakeup telangana

SLN Infra Developers celebrated the
birthday of Team Leader Siluveru Hari
with great enthusiasm at the company's
office in P&T Colony, Canara Nagar,
Boduppal, Hyderabad. The event wit-
nessed the participation of staff
members, well-wishers, and members of
the King's Makers Team, creating a fes-

tive atmosphere.

The celebrations began with a cake-cut-
ting ceremony, followed by the presenta-
tion of a traditional shawl, garlands, and
a ceremonial sword as a mark of respect
and appreciation. Prabhavathi Garu was
a special attraction at the event, actively
participating in the felicitation and ex-
tending her heartfelt wishes.

Colleagues described Siluveru Hari as a

dedicated, approachable, and socially re-

sponsible leader who motivates his team

and contributes to the growth of SLN
Infra Developers. Representatives of the
Thalka Group, Matoor Village, also con-
veyed their birthday greetings, wishing
him good health, happiness, prosperity,
and continued success. The celebration
concluded with team members express-

ing confidence in achieving greater mile-

stones under his leadership.

Former Miyapur Corporator Uppalapati Srikanth
Inaugurates Borewell for Park Development

HYDERABAD
Wakeup telangana

Former Miyapur Division
Corporator Uppalapati
Srikanth inaugurated a
new borewell at the park
in Alluri Sitarama Raju
Nagar Colony to ensure
regular water supply for
plants and promote green-
ery.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Srikanth said parks
play a vital role in protect-
ing the environment and
improving public health.
He urged residents to ac-

tively participate in main-
taining the park and safe-
guarding the plants.

He added that, with the
support of PAC Chairman
Aarekapudi Gandhi, ef-

forts will continue to de-
velop parks, improve
greenery, and strengthen
civic infrastructure across
all colonies in the Miya-
pur Division.

Sanctus CMD Rajeshwar
Reddy Wins ET Young
Edupreneur Award

-Excgé |2.0§N ‘

HYDERABAD
Wakeup telangana

D. Rajeshwar Reddy,
Chairman and Managing
Director of Sanctus Group
of Schools, was honoured
with the Young Edupre-
neur Award in the Educa-
tion category at the
Economic Times Excel-
lence Telangana 2026
Awards, held at Novotel,
HITEC City,
Hyderabad.The award
was presented by re-
nowned actor and philan-
thropist Sonu Sood in
recognition of Rajeshwar
Reddy's significant con-
tribution to the education
sector. Notably, this is the
fourth consecutive year
that he has received rec-
ognition at the prestigious
Economic Times Excel-
lence Awards.Under his
leadership, Sanctus
Group of Schools has in-
troduced several initia-
tives focused on
experiential learning, skill
development, academic
excellence, value-based

education, and preparing
students for future oppor-
tunities. His efforts have
been widely acknowl-
edged for strengthening
quality education and fos-
tering holistic student de-
velopment. Speaking after
receiving the honour, Ra-
jeshwar Reddy dedicated
the award to the students,
parents, teachers, and
staff of the Sanctus

Group.

He said the recognition
belongs to the entire
Sanctus family and would
inspire the institution to
continue raising educa-
tional standards while cre-
ating meaningful learning
opportunities for every
child.The Economic
Times Excellence Telan-
gana 2026 Awards rec-
ognise outstanding
individuals and organisa-
tions for their contrib-
utions across education,
healthcare, business,
technology, and social de-
velopment, celebrating
excellence and innovation
in their respective fields.

Health Minister Reviews Warangal Healthcare Infrastructure

HYDERABAD
Wakeup telangana

Telangana Medical,
Health & Family Welfare
Minister Damodar Raja-
narsimha on Tuesday di-
rected officials to expedite
healthcare infrastructure
development and
strengthen medical serv-
ices across the Warangal
cluster during a high-level
review meeting held at the
Dr. B.R. Ambedkar Telan-
gana Secretariat.

The meeting, attended by
Minister Konda Surekha,
MLAs Kadiyam Srihari,
Palla Rajeshwar Reddy,
Nayini Rajender Reddy,
Revuri Prakash Reddy

and K.R. Nagaraju, along
with senior Health De-

partment officials, District
Medical & Health Of-
ficers (DMHOs) and other
government representa-
tives, reviewed the per-
formance of key
government medical insti-
tutions in Warangal, Ha-
namkonda and Jangaon
districts.

The Minister assessed the
functioning of Jangaon

Government Medical Col-
lege and Government
General Hospital, Nar-
sampet Government Med-
ical College and General
Hospital, Kakatiya Medi-
cal College, Mahatma
Gandhi Memorial (MGM)
Hospital and the progress
of the Warangal Super
Speciality Hospital under
construction.

Reviewing district-wise
healthcare delivery, pa-
tient inflow, emergency
medical services and in-
frastructure needs, Damo-
dar Rajanarsimha
instructed officials to
bridge infrastructure gaps
on priority and ensure the
availability of doctors,

nurses, medicines and dia-
gnostic facilities. He
stressed that government
hospitals must deliver
timely, quality and afford-
able healthcare to every
citizen.

The Minister also re-
viewed ongoing devel-
opment works and called
for better utilisation of re-
sources, continuous mon-
itoring and faster
completion of pending
projects.

He directed officials to
work in close coordi-
nation with public repre-
sentatives to strengthen
healthcare services and
improve patient outcomes.

Paitara Saikumar Joins Durga Matha Bonalu at Sadashivpet

HYDERABAD
Wakeup telangana

BRS State Leader and
PSR Foundation Chair-
man Paitara Saikumar
participated in the tradi-
tional Durga Matha Bo-
nalu celebrations held at
Guru Nagar Colony, Sa-
dashivpet Town, on Tues-
day. The programme was
organized under the lead-
ership of local Councillor
Satani Srisailam and wit-
nessed enthusiastic par-
ticipation from devotees
and local residents.
Addressing the gathering,
Paitara Saikumar prayed
for the blessings of God-

UL TR

dess Durga and wished
for the good health, peace,
and prosperity of the
people of Sadashivpet.

He expressed hope that
the region would receive
abundant rainfall, leading
to bumper agricultural
production and ensuring
the well-being and pros-

perity of farmers across
Telangana.

He said that Bonalu is a
vibrant festival reflecting
Telangana's rich cultural
heritage, devotion, and
unity, and called upon
people to preserve these
traditions while strength-
ening communal har-

mony.

Former Munipally ZPTC
Paitara Meenakshi Saiku-
mar also participated in
the celebrations along
with Chandapur Sarpanch
Mallikarjun,

BRS Town General Sec-
retary Pilligundla Veere-
sham, Sadashivpet
Kuruma Sangham Pres-
ident Ram Chander, party
leaders Yerra Sankshai,
Bandari Pandu Kuruma,
Shivaraj Kuruma, Anken-
palli Shankar, and several
women, youth, devotees,
and local residents, mak-
ing the event a grand suc-
cess.
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Delhi Police
Book X Handles
Over Anti-Modi
Posts

The Delhi Police on Wed-
nesday intensified its
crackdown on social
media activity linked to
the anti-exam paper leak
protests by registering an
FIR against several X
(formerly Twitter) handles
for allegedly posting "der-
ogatory, malicious and
defamatory" content tar-
geting Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi. The FIR
was registered by the In-
telligence Fusion and
Strategic Operations
(IFSO) unit of the Special
Cell under Sections
351(3) (criminal intimida-
tion), 353(2) (circulating
false information or ru-
mours) and 356(2) (defa-
mation) of the Bharatiya
Nyaya Sanhita (BNS).
Police also issued no-
tices to X directing the
platform

to remove or disable ac-
cess to the identified
posts within three hours,
preserve all electronic
records related to the ac-
counts and furnish sub-
scriber details, including
names, addresses, con-
tact information, email
IDs and login/logout
records. Officials said the
investigation was under-
way and further action
would depend on the dig-
ital evidence received
from the platform.

Wake Up Telangana | HYDERABAD | THURSDAY | AUGUST 6, 2026

4

Mark Tenders Apology Hours Atter
Parliamentary Panel’s Threat

NEW DELHI
Wakeup telangana

Within hours after a par-
liamentary panel threat-
ened to withdraw
immunity granted to it for
Facebook and Instagram
platforms, Meta CEO
Mark Zuckerberg on Wed-
nesday apologised to the
government for the tem-
porary removal of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi's
Facebook post. Company
executives also acknowl-
edged failures involving
child sexual abuse content
and deepfakes and ad-
mitted that “a lot of
money was paid for boost-
ing a certain type of
content”, government
sources said on Wednes-
day.

The apology followed a
meeting between Meta’s
global team, including
global affairs officer Joel
Kaplan, and IT minister
Ashwini Vaishnaw after
the government sum-
moned the company over
the removal of Prime

N\ Meta

Minister Narendra Modi’s
Facebook post on July 23.
According to sources,
Meta representatives also
admitted that “a lot of
money” had been paid for
boosting certain types of
content and expressed re-
gret for the errors in plat-
form operations. The
government also informed
Meta that it may not qual-
ify as an ‘intermediary’,
stating that the platform
exercises control over
content distribution.
Earlier in the day, a par-
liamentary panel issued a
three-day ultimatum to
Zuckerberg to tender an
apology for the removal
of the Prime Minister’s
video, warning that failure
to comply could lead to
withdrawal of immunity
and possible prosecution,
including the registration
of an FIR. In a letter to the

secretary, A. Jyothirmayi,
the director of Lok Sabha
secretariat, said the Parlia-
mentary panel has viewed
seriously the removal of
the Prime Minister’s
video addressing students
and Gen Z on examination
issues and paper leaks,
which remained unavail-
able for five to six hours.
“During the deliberations,
the committee demanded
an apology from Mark
Zuckerberg, Meta chief,
on this issue. If he fails to
tender an unqualified
apology within three days
of receipt of this letter, the
protection/immunity
given under Section 79(3)
of the Information Tech-
nology Act may be with-
drawn and action taken
against him as a pub-
lisher,” the letter stated. IT
ministry officials, includ-
ing IT secretary S Krish-
nan, rejected Meta’s
explanation that a techni-
cal glitch in automated
content filters led to the
removal of the Prime
Minister’s video, and

termed it “not reason-
able”. They said that as a
technology company,
Meta must improve its
systems if such errors
occur.

Meta attributed the inci-
dent to Al-powered auto-
mated content filters that

reviewed shared posts and

subsequent videos linked
to the Prime Minister’s

post, stating that the origi-

nal content was inadver-
tently removed for a brief
period.

The company is also
under scrutiny over
CSAM appearing in paid
advertisements on Insta-
gram, for which the gov-
ernment had issued a
notice last month. Meta
has since informed the
ministry that posts by the
Prime Minister and other
prominent accounts will
undergo additional over-
sight, with multiple levels
of checks by senior offi-

cials. It outlined enhanced

safeguards implemented
on July 28.

jiju Brands Congress,,

SP, L eft‘Anti-Ram’

NEW DELHI
Wakeup telangana

Parliament remained
deadlocked on Wednes-
day as Opposition pro-
tests over the alleged
theft of donations at the
Ram temple in Ayodhya
and alleged police action
against students dis-
rupted proceedings in
both Houses. Amid the
uproar, Parliamentary Af-
fairs Minister Kiren Ri-
jiju accused the
Congress, the Samajwadi
Party and the Left parties
of being "anti-Ram" and
demanded that they apol-
ogise to the nation.

The Lok Sabha wit-
nessed repeated slogan-
eering by Opposition
members, who continued
to press for a discussion
on the alleged Ayodhya
donation theft. As disrup-
tions persisted, the
Bankers' Books Evidence
Bill, 2026, which re-
places the colonial-era
1891 law, was passed by
a voice vote without a

debate. The House was

later adjourned for the
day. Replying to the pro-
tests, Rijiju said the Con-
gress, the Samajwadi
Party and the Left were
"anti-Ram". Referring to
Congress leader K.C. Ve-
nugopal, he remarked
that although Venugopal
was "a good person", he
had failed to control his
party MPs.

The Rajya Sabha also
witnessed protests, with
INDIA bloc members
staging a walkout over
the alleged police action
against students and the
alleged theft of donations
at the Ram temple. The
Opposition also de-
manded that Union
Home Minister Amit
Shah make a statement in
the House. Despite the
walkout, the Rajya Sabha

passed the Supreme

Court (Number of
Judges) Amendment Bill,
2026 by a voice vote.
The legislation increases
the sanctioned strength
of Supreme Court judges
from 33 to 37. The Bill
had already been passed
by the Lok Sabha on Au-
gust 3.

The Opposition staged
the walkout after Deputy
Chairman Harivansh did
not allow senior Con-
gress leader Vivek
Tankha to raise the issue
of Jammu and Kashmir's
statehood during the dis-
cussion on the Bill. Rep-
lying to the debate,
Minister of State for Law
and Justice Arjun Ram
Meghwal said the in-
crease in the number of
judges was aimed at re-
ducing the mounting
backlog of cases and im-
proving access to justice.
He said the Chief Justice
of India had informed the
Prime Minister that ris-
ing case filings required
an increase in judicial.

TN Budget Eyes Cross-Border Metro Rail
Link with Karnataka's Bommasandra

In his Budget address. the minister stated that the construction of Phase Il of the Chennai Metro Rail Proj-

ect, spanning 118.9 km across three corridors at an estimated completion cost of Rs 63,246 crore, is pro-

aressing at full speed

NEW DELHI
Wakeup telangana

With a commitment to
propel Tamil Nadu into a
US § 1.5 trillion dollar
economy by 2036, the
State government, in the
budget for 2026-27, gave
priority to empowering
women, improving gov-
ernance, housing for all,
safe drinking water, sus-
tainable livelihoods, pro-
tecting social justice and
promoting green cover.
Presented by State Minis-
ter for Finance, Planning
and Development, N
Marie Wilson, in the State
Assembly on Wednesday,
the Budget proposed to
generate an additional
revenue of Rs 16,000
crore through GST, the
registration department,
computerization of
mining operations and an
additional privilege fee on
liquor manufacturing.
Among the announce-
ments were the establish-
ment of a Specialized
Government Law College
in Madurai in 2027-28,
training of mechanics
servicing fossil-fuel ve-
hicles in EV and battery

maintenance, benefiting
22,500 persons over 5
years, at a cost of Rs.3
crore and skilling 5 lakh
youth by 2031 in partner-
ship with institution like
IIT, under the Al Industry
Development Programme.
Earmarking Rs 1,051
crore for youth welfare
and sports development,
the minister announced
the setting up of 10 Olym-
pic centres of excellence,
at a cost of Rs 50 crore
and an integrated youth
development programme,

"Take Up Sports, Give Up
Drugs," to channel the
NCC and NSS together
with the health, police and
social welfare depart-
ments.

He allotted Rs 42 crore
for conducting Tamil
Nadu Rural Sports Com-
petitions and Rs 2 crore
for upgrading the Tamil
Nadu Physical Education

i

and Sports University and
announced that daily one
hour sports period would
be introduced in all Gov-
ernment and Government
aided schools. While the
privilege fee on liquor
was expected to bring in
Rs 1,000 crore, the ‘Face-
less Assessment’ under
GST, ‘Faceless Registra-
tion’ in the Registration
Department and end-to-
end computerisation in
mining were together ex-
pected to generate about
Rs 15,000 crore in ad-
ditional revenue, Wilson
said in his two and a half
hour budget speech.
Stating that Tamil Nadu’s
debt had doubled over the
past five years, reaching
about Rs 10 lakh crore, he
said the State trailed peer
States on fiscal indicators
like Own Tax Revenue as
a proportion of GSDP,
Revenue Deficit and Fis-

cal Deficit, leaving lim-
ited fiscal space for new
schemes. Guided by the
principle ‘All are equal by
birth’, numerous welfare
schemes had been imple-
mented in the last three
months by the Govern-
ment, founded on the
ideals of inclusive growth,
social justice, equality,
women'’s safety, eradicat-
ion of poverty, total eradi-
cation of drugs and a
corruption-free, honest
and transparent admin-
istration, he said.

Citing the increase of
free electricity to 200
units for consumers with
bi-monthly consumption
of up to 500 units, waiv-
ing of farmers’ loan
through co-operative so-
cieties, a special package
for Kuruvai cultivation,
setting up the ‘Singapenn
Special Task Force’ for
women’s safety, creation
of Anti-Narcotics Task
Force Units at the district
level and closing of 717
liquor outlets as the gov-
ernment’s achievements
in the three months after
the TVK came to power,
he said the ‘Thaaimaaman
Thanga Mothiram’

NEW DELHI
Wakeup telangana

Bangladesh’s former
Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina on Wednesday
said she intends to return
to the country despite
risks, including possible
imprisonment, and indi-
cated December as a
likely timeframe, describ-
ing it as Bangladesh’s

ing a virtual media inter-
action to mark the second
anniversary of the 2024
student-led uprising that
ended her 15-year rule,
Hasina said, "I speak as
someone who has spent

“victory month”. Address-

her life with the people of

Bangladesh and was
forced away from my
country, but I was never
separated from my

people... Whatever fate
awaits me, I will return to
my people. I cannot stay
away while my beloved
countrymen are suffering.
I know I may be detained.
I may be sent to prison.
They may try to enforce
verdicts issued in fab-

ricated cases. But fear
cannot decide my duty to
the people. My life moved
beyond calculations of
personal safety long ago.
In 1975, I lost my family.
I spent six years in exile.
After returning home, I
fought against military
rule, dictatorship, assassi-
nation attempts and politi-
cal conspiracies. Even the
grenade attack of 21 Au-
gust 2004 could not stop
me.”

She said her return was
aimed at restoring stabil-
ity and democratic pro-
cesses. “I want to return
because the people de-
serve security, devel-
opment, prosperity and

Hasina Vows Bangladesh Return Despite Jail Risk

peace. They deserve a
state that protects them,
an economy that gives
them opportunity, and a
democracy that gives
them rights. My return,
and the return of the
Awami League to the
democratic process, is not
about power. It is about
putting Bangladesh back
on the right track. It is
about reviving the coun-
try’s path of development,
progress, secularism and
stability. [ want to return
to Bangladesh for one
purpose: to stand beside
the people and help im-
prove their lives. The
people are the source of
all power.

NEW DELHI
Wakeup telangana

Gland Pharma Limited
("Gland Pharma") and
Neuland Laboratories
Limited ("Neuland")

term strategic CDMO
partnership. Under the
partnership Gland will
establish a sterile man-
ufacturing suite for Ac-
tive Pharmaceutical
Ingredients (APIs) per-
taining to microparticle
depot products. The col-
laboration combines
Neuland's Complex API

FROM FRONT PAGE

today announced a long-

development and man-
ufacturing capabilities
including deep expertise
in complex chemistry,
process development,
custom manufacturing
having a strong track
record of serving global
innovator and generic
pharmaceutical com-
panies; with Gland
Pharma's global sterile
manufacturing expertise
and strong regulatory
compliance track record,
to serve growing world-
wide demand for sterile
APIs used in micropar-
ticle depot products and

other complex sterile
APIs.

The collaboration repre-
sents a significant ex-
pansion of the
relationship between the
two companies, creating
a dedicated manufactur-
ing platform that aligns
their complementary ca-
pabilities under a long-
term strategic
partnership. Under the
collaboration, Gland
Pharma will expand its
existing sterile manufac-
turing infrastructure
through an additional
dedicated suite at its

Gland Pharma, Neuland Laboratories Strategic
Collab for Sterile APl Manufacturing

JNPC facility at Visak-
hapatnam to support
Neuland for its growing
demand of sterile APIs.
The facility will be con-
structed and operated to
¢GMP, USFDA and EU
standards, and will be
backed by Gland
Pharma's proven aseptic
manufacturing expertise.
Together, the companies
will offer an integrated
CDMO solution encom-
passing development,
scale-up, regulatory sup-
port and commercial
manufacturing of sterile
APIs.

Dial 112 Tums............

According to Anand, the new sys-
tem uses artificial intelligence to
filter duplicate and non-emergency
calls and prioritise incidents based
on severity and urgency. It includes
features such as smart call routing,
Al-assisted dispatch, voice-to-text
transcription, advanced caller loca-
tion identification through Loca-
tion-Based Services and integration
with Google Maps, along with
real-time dashboards and perform-
ance analytics.

Anand said the system currently
identifies the location of about 94
per cent of callers through Loca-
tion-Based Services, five per cent
through digital mapping and one
per cent through advanced location
tools. A live demonstration of the

Al-enabled platform was con-
ducted during the programme,
showcasing intelligent call process-
ing, location identification, inci-
dent prioritisation, dispatch of the
nearest patrol vehicle, live mon-
itoring and real-time operational
dashboards.

Dial 112

Al-enabled Telangana Emergency
Response Support System (TG-
ERSS) is a unified platform inte-
grating police, fire, ambulance and
other emergency services.

It operates round the clock with
164 trained personnel and 900 SIP-
based communication channels.

Now, BJP cadres......

He argued that governments should
not “bend backwards” in handling
protests, citing a recent law and

order situation in Rajasthan. “If the
government bends backwards in a
matter concerning the national cap-
ital, will it not set a precedent in
Rajasthan? There also the govern-
ment will bend backwards to ac-
commodate students. Tomorrow, if
college students in Lucknow have
some demand and start pelting
stones at buses, will the govern-
ment in Uttar Pradesh also bend
backwards?”” he submitted.
Responding, the CJI said, “They
need advice and counselling. Any
aggressive approach from the side
of the mighty state may socially
aggravate the situation and precipi-
tate further violence. That needs to
be avoided.” He added, “What is
important is to promote a peaceful
march. If some incident takes
place, the police also need to exer-

cise a great deal of restraint to en-
sure that the situation does not go
out of hand. Wherever such inci-
dents take place, we need to deal
with them very carefully.”

“We need to tread carefully, so
that these youngsters do not in-
dulge in violence. The better
course is to counsel them and pac-
ify them. The most powerful tool is
listening. Listen to them and un-
derstand why they are shouting.
But let us leave it to the wisdom of
the law-enforcement agencies.
They know better than you, and
they know better than us how to
deal with this kind of situation,”
the CJI said.

Road Deaths on.........

Responding to another question,
Gadkari said that certain stretches

on National Highways (NHs) have
been identified as black spots, i.e.,
locations with a certain number of
accidents involving fatalities and
grievous injuries.

"These stretches have been identi-
fied on real-time basis through Al
based tools developed by Indian
Institute
of Technology (IIT), Kanpur,"
Gadkari said, adding that based on
the available accident data from
Electronic Detailed Accident Re-
port (e- DAR) for the 2023-2025
period, 6,358 black spot corridors
have been identified. Responding
to a separate question,

Gadkari said, at present, 1,191 NH
projects totalling 25,917 km in
length costing Rs 7.15 lakh crore
are under construction in the coun-
try.

Heavy Rains Lash......

The India Meteorological Depart-
ment issued an 'orange alert' for
five districts in Kerala, warning of
very heavy rainfall, while the In-
dian National Centre for Ocean In-
formation Services cautioned about
the possibility of high waves and
sea incursion along parts of the
state's southern coast. The IMD is-
sued an 'orange alert' for Patha-
namthitta, Kottayam, Idukki,
Kannur and Kasaragod districts.
On Thursday, the alert will remain
in force for Pathanamthitta, Alap-
puzha, Kottayam, Idukki, Ernaku-
lam, Kannur and Kasaragod
districts. For Friday, an 'orange
alert' has been issued for Malappu-
ram, Kozhikode, Wayanad, Kannur
and Kasaragod districts, the IMD
said.
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Mysterious Bike Fire Raises
Questions as Police Yet to Visit Spot

HYDERABAD
Wakeup telangana

A motorcycle was com-
pletely reduced to ashes in
a mysterious fire near a
residential house adjacent
to the Durgamma Temple
in Matoor village, cre-
ating concern among local
residents. According to
villagers, the bike, which
had been parked near the
house on Monday mid-
night, was engulfed in
flames under suspicious
circumstances. The fire
intensified after the fuel
tank reportedly exploded,
completely destroying the
vehicle. The intense heat
also scorched a nearby
tamarind tree, leaving vis-
ible burn marks on its
trunk and branches.
Residents suspect that
unknown persons may
have deliberately set the
motorcycle on fire. Ho-

wever, the exact cause of
the incident, the identity
of the vehicle owner, and
the registration details are
yet to be confirmed.
These facts are expected
to emerge only after an
official police investiga-
tion.

Villagers expressed con-
cern that even by Tuesday
afternoon, police officials
had not visited the spot. It
also remains unclear
whether the incident was
formally reported to the

police by local village-
level officials or whether
an official complaint has
been lodged.

The village has CCTV
cameras installed in cer-
tain areas, and residents
have urged the police to
examine the available
footage to help identify
those responsible. They
also pointed out that sev-
eral theft incidents had
occurred in the village in
the past, raising concerns
over law and order.

Residents have appealed
to the Motakondur police
to visit the scene at the
earliest, register a case if
warranted, collect ev-
idence, verify CCTV foot-
age, and conduct a
thorough investigation to
ascertain the facts behind
the mysterious fire. The
incident has sparked anx-
iety among villagers, who
are seeking swift action
and enhanced security
measures.

Madhapur Police Book Telangana Basketball
Association Secretary m POCSO Case

HYDERABAD
Wakeup telangana
Srirangam Venkatesh

The Madhapur Police
have registered a case
against the General Secre-
tary of the Telangana Bas-
ketball Association
following allegations of
sexual harassment involv-
ing a teenage basketball
player.

According to police, the
victim's mother lodged a
complaint last month alle-
ging that the official had
been sexually harassing

her daughter over the past
two years. Based on the
complaint, the police reg-
istered a case under the
Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita
(BNS) and the Protection
of Children from Sexual
Offences (POCSO)
Act.Police said the case is

being investigated, and
further action will be
taken based on the find-
ings.

Authorities have not dis-
closed additional details
as the victim is a minor
and the investigation is
ongoing.

Woman Dies After
Getting Trapped in Lift at
Chandanagar Apartment

A 43-year-old woman died in
a tragic lift accident at an
apartment in Annapurna En-
clave, Chandanagar, under
the Chandanagar Police Sta-
tion limits on Tuesday.Accord-
ing to police, Anasuya, a
resident of Nallagandla SC
Colony, had visited her rel-
ative's residence at Chatwaz
Mansion Apartment along
with her husband, Dhadi Sri-
nivas. As the couple entered
the lift, Anasuya was re-
portedly still stepping inside
when the lift suddenly moved
upward before the doors had
completely closed, trapping
her between the lift and the
entrance.Apartment residents
rushed to the spot after hear-
ing cries for help and man-
aged to stop the lift before
rescuing her. She was imme-
diately shifted to a private
hospital.

19-Year-Old Youth
Dies by Suicide in
Kapra

A 19-year-old youth alleg-
edly died by suicide at his
residence in BJR Nagar,
Ambedkar Nagar, Kapra,
on Sunday night. Accord-
ing to the police, the de-
ceased, Lingala Ganesh,
was alone at home after
his parents had gone to
their native village in Ya-
dadri Bhuvanagiri district,
while his siblings were
staying at a relative's
house. When Ganesh did
not respond to phone calls
during the night, the family
assumed he was asleep.
On Monday morning, the
victim's father, Lingala Ra-
mulu, was informed by his
elder son that Ganesh had
allegedly hanged himself.

Heavy Traffic Snarls Hit Serilingampally IT Corridor After
Rains; Commuters Advised to Take Alternate Routes

HYDERABAD
Wakeup telangana
Srirangam Venkatesh

Heavy traffic congestion
was reported across sev-
eral major roads in the Se-
rilingampally area on
Tuesday morning follow-
ing rainfall, leaving thou-
sands of commuters
stranded for long hours.

Severe traffic jams were
witnessed on the Nalla-
gandla Junction—Gachi-
bowli stretch,
Kondapur—Sriram Nagar—
Masjid Banda Road, Ko-
thaguda Junction to
Gachibowli Outer Ring

Road (ORR), and t

he

HITEC City—KPHB route.

Vehicles were seen mov-
ing bumper-to-bumper,
causing significant delays
for office-goers, students,
and other commuters.
Traffic police rushed to
the affected locations and
are regulating vehicle
movement to ease conges-
tion.

Motorists have been ad-

vised to use alternative
routes and plan their
travel accordingly.

Officials said recurring
waterlogging caused by
inadequate drainage,
blocked stormwater
drains, and heavy rainfall
continues to affect traffic
movement in several parts
of Hyderabad.

Civic experts stressed the
need for long-term solu-
tions, including improved
stormwater drainage sys-
tems, restoration of nalas,
and better traffic planning
to prevent such disrup-
tions during the monsoon
season.

Cyber Awareness Rally Educates 600
Engineering Students in Secunderabad

HYDERABAD
Wakeup telangana

As part of the nationwide
Cyber Jagrootha Diwas
initiative, the Cyber
Crime Police conducted a
Cyber Awareness Pro-
gramme, including a rally,
at SVIT Engineering Col-
lege near Clock Tower,
Secunderabad, on Wed-
nesday. Around 600 stu-
dents participated in the
awareness campaign
aimed at promoting cyber
safety and responsible
digital practices.

The programme was at-
tended by Malkajgiri DCP

Sridhar, ACP Yadagiri
Reddy, Gopalpuram SHO,
Cyber Warriors, and other
police personnel, who in-
teracted with students and
highlighted the growing
threat of cybercrime.
Police officials educated
students about the various
methods commonly used
by cybercriminals to cheat
unsuspecting victims, in-
cluding online financial

= b

frauds, phishing, fake in-
vestment schemes, social
media scams, and OTP
frauds. Students were ad-
vised to remain alert
while using digital plat-
forms and to avoid shar-
ing confidential banking
or personal information
with unknown individ-
uals.

Officials stressed the im-
portance of reporting

cyber fraud immediately
through the National
Cyber Crime Helpline
1930, enabling authorities
to act swiftly and improve
the chances of recovering
lost money. They also ex-
plained that Dial 112 is
now the integrated emer-
gency response number
replacing Dial 100 for po-
lice assistance. Students
were encouraged to
spread cyber safety
awareness among their
families, friends, and the
wider community to help
build a safer digital soci-

ety.

EDITORIAL

IS LATEST JOINT SECY REJIG
PAVING ROAD T0 20292

HYDERABAD
Wakeup telangana

The Centre’s latest ap-
pointment of 48 babus
at the joint secretary
level across ministries
looks routine on the
surface. It isn’t. When
postings cut across ag-
riculture, commerce,
defence, civil aviation
and home, it’s less
about filling vacancies
and more about recal-
ibrating the govern-
ment’s operating
system. Joint sec-
retaries sit at that cru-
cial junction where
policy leaves the draw-
ing board and meets
the real world. Change
the people there, and
you often change how
things actually get
done.

The headline move is
the appointment of Har-
dik Satishchandra Shah
as private secretary to
Narendra Modi at the
joint secretary rank.
That’s not just a posting
— it's a signal. It tells
you who’s in the room
when decisions are
shaped, who filters in-
formation and who gets
to nudge priorities.
Clearly, this isn’t an iso-

lated reshuffle; it's part
of a longer game. The
Narendra Modi govern-
ment has been steadily
tightening coordination
across ministries, fa-
vouring officers who
deliver, move files effi-
ciently, and stay
aligned with the larger
political direction. With
another round of
changes expected later
this year, this looks like
scaffolding being put in
place for the road to
2029.

There’s a logic to it.
Governments don’t run
on announcements;
they run on execution.
And execution, in India,
is only as good as the
babu handling the file.
Put the right people in
the right slots, and
things move. Get it
wrong, and even flag-
ship schemes start
gathering dust. But let’s
not pretend this is
purely technocratic.
Babu reshuffles have
always doubled as po-
litical messaging.
There’s also the issue
of churn. Move people
around too often, and
institutional memory
takes a hit. Projects
that need steady hands

don’t always benefit
from musical chairs.

Still, the intent is hard
to miss. This is about
tightening the system,
placing trusted officers
where they matter
most, and getting the
machinery ready for the
next phase. Whether it
delivers sharper gov-
ernance or just
smoother optics will de-
pend on one simple
thing: Are these officers
empowered to act, or
just expected to
comply?

Bihar is about to do
what Indian states do
best when power
changes hands: reshuf-
fle the bureaucracy and
call it a reset. The dif-
ference this time?
There’s a clearer sense
of what that reset is
meant to achieve.

Bihar is about to do
what Indian states do
best when power
changes hands: reshuf-
fle the bureaucracy and
call it a reset.

The difference this
time? There’s a clearer
sense of what that
reset is meant to
achieve.

Former chief minister
Nitish Kumar has left a

deep imprint, but if the
early signals around
Samrat Choudhary
hold, this isn’t just
about moving babus
around. The idea is to
build a compact core
team,

bring in technocrats
who understand indus-
try, and push Bihar to-
ward manufacturing-led
growth, which it has
long promised but
rarely delivered. The
logic is sound. States
like Gujarat and Tamil
Nadu didn'’t attract in-
vestment by accident.
They got the basics
right — land, power,
roads — and ensured
the bureaucracy didn’t
become a bottleneck.
Bihar, for all its am-
bition,

has struggled precisely
here. The sectoral
focus on food process-
ing, textiles and auto-
mobiles is sensible.
These are scalable,
job-heavy industries.
But sectors don’t grow
because policy says so.
They grow when busi-
nesses can actually set
up shop without getting
lost in paperwork.
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IBM Opens FutureNow gcentre
in Vizag to Boost Al Innovation

VISAKHAPATNAM
Wakeup telangana

IBM has strengthened its
presence in India by
launching a new IBM
Consulting FutureNow
Centre in Visakhapatnam,
aimed at delivering artifi-
cial intelligence (Al)-
driven consulting and
digital transformation
services for global clients
while creating new tech-
nology employment op-
portunities in Andhra
Pradesh.

The centre, inaugurated
by Andhra Pradesh Minis-
ter for IT, Electronics and
HRD Nara Lokesh, will
serve as a key delivery
hub for IBM Consulting,
supporting projects in Al,
hybrid cloud, software
engineering, cyberse-
curity, data and analytics,
enterprise transformation,

platform engineering,
service integration, qual-
ity engineering and user
experience services.
Designed to accelerate
Al-first cloud transfor-
mation, the FutureNow
Centre reflects IBM's
strategy of expanding its
innovation and consulting
capabilities across emerg-
ing technology hubs in
India. The company said
Visakhapatnam's growing
talent pool, reputed aca-
demic institutions and
evolving technology eco-
system make it an ideal
location to support global
client engagements.
Speaking at the inaugura-
tion, Nara Lokesh said
IBM's investment re-
inforces Visakhapatnam's
emergence as a global
destination for Al, digital
services and technology-
led innovation. He said

the State government's
objective is to build a ro-
bust technology ecosys-
tem that generates
high-quality employment,
nurtures future-ready tal-
ent and enables youth
from Andhra Pradesh to
participate in the global
digital economy. He
added that the government
looks forward to partner-
ing with IBM to establish

Vizag as one of India's
leading AI and digital
transformation hubs.

IBM India and South
Asia Managing Director
Sandip Patel said India is
well-positioned to lead the
digital era by combining
talent, innovation and
technology capabilities.
He noted that the Future-
Now Centre demonstrates
IBM's commitment to

helping clients accelerate
Al adoption while
strengthening India's role
as a global innovation and
technology delivery desti-
nation.

IBM Consulting Future-
Now Centre India Manag-
ing Partner Usha Srikanth
said the new facility will
combine advanced tech-
nology expertise with
local talent to help enter-
prises speed up Al and
digital transformation
while creating meaningful
career opportunities for
the region's next genera-
tion of technology profes-
sionals. With the addition
of Visakhapatnam, IBM
Consulting now operates
FutureNow Centres from
15 locations across India,
further expanding its na-
tionwide consulting and
technology delivery net-
work.

Hyderabad Food Culture Drives
Travel Choices: Skyscanner Survey

HYDERABAD
Wakeup telangana

Hyderabad's rich culinary
heritage has emerged as
the city's strongest cul-
tural identity, with food
becoming the biggest rea-
son for travel among res-
idents, according to
Skyscanner's India Cul-
ture Travel Index.

The survey found that
51% of Hyderabad trav-
ellers now plan holidays
primarily around cultural
experiences, while 36%
said culture enhances their
trips even when it is not
the main purpose. Interest
in culture-led travel has
also grown significantly,
with eight in ten travellers
reporting a stronger incli-
nation towards such ex-
periences in recent years.
Regional cuisine topped
the list of cultural attrac-
tions, with 56% of respon-
dents choosing food
experiences as their main
travel motivation. Festi-
vals and celebrations
(54%) and spiritual jour-
neys (51%) followed

closely. Nearly 95% of re-
spondents said they had
travelled outside Telan-
gana for cultural experi-
ences, while 87% were
willing to explore lesser-
known destinations for au-
thentic traditions.

Within Telangana, Hyder-
abad residents identified
the city's food, along with
Charminar, the Old City,
historic monuments, Ya-
dadri, Bhadrachalam,
Chilkur Balaji Temple,
and Telugu cultural tradi-
tions, as defining features
of the state's cultural ap-
peal. Many also felt at-
tractions such as Bonalu,
Bathukamma, Medaram
Jatara and the Warangal
heritage circuit deserve
greater national rec-
ognition.

M.,
e P—
Skyscanner

“Z INDIA CULTURE

The survey also revealed
growing interest in festi-
val tourism, with Durga
Puja, Diwali, Kumbh
Mela, Pongal, Bath-
ukamma and Bonalu
emerging as the most pop-
ular events people would
travel to experience.

Internationally, Japan
ranked as the most pre-
ferred destination for cul-
ture-focused holidays,
followed by Thailand,
Vietnam, France and the
United Kingdom.

Despite rising enthusi-
asm, safety concerns,
weather disruptions,
crowded destinations, ac-
commodation shortages
and high travel costs re-
main the biggest barriers
to culture-led travel.

India’s Services Sector Growth Slump To Weakest Pace in Over Four Years

NEW DELHI
Wakeup telangana

Growth in India’s services
sector slowed sharply in
July, falling to its weakest
pace in over four years as
fierce competition, weak-
ening demand, and fewer
customer enquiries
weighed on business ac-
tivity, according to the la-
test HSBC India Services
Purchasing Managers’
Index (PMI) survey re-
leased on Wednesday.
The seasonally adjusted
HSBC India Services PMI
Business Activity Index

declined to 53.3 in July
from 57.4 in June, mark-
ing the slowest pace of ex-
pansion in nearly
four-and-a-half years. Al-
though the index remained
above the neutral 50-point
mark—indicating con-
tinued expansion—the
slowdown reflects softer
momentum across the sec-
tor.

The survey found that
new business inflows ex-
panded at their slowest
pace since February 2022,
with companies attribu-
ting the moderation to in-
tense competition, fading

customer demand, weaker
market conditions, and de-
layed orders.

Commenting on the find-
ings, Pranjul Bhandari,
Chief India Economist at
HSBC, said the services
sector continued to grow
in July but at a noticeably
slower pace as both do-
mestic and export demand
softened after several
months of robust perform-
ance.

She noted that hiring wit-
nessed a moderate recov-
ery during the month,
while companies bene-
fited from improving

profit margins as input
cost pressures eased and
businesses raised selling
prices.

Employment trends
showed modest improve-
ment after job creation

had slipped to a six-month
low in June. However, hir-
ing remained limited, with
only 6 per cent of sur-
veyed firms reporting an
increase in workforce
numbers, while 92 per

cent said staffing levels
remained unchanged, indi-
cating cautious recruit-
ment despite continued
business expansion.

On the cost front, service
providers continued to
face higher operating ex-
penses. Firms cited rising
costs of fuel, labour, raw
materials, technology, and
transportation as the pri-
mary factors pushing up
input prices during July.
Even so, businesses were
able to offset some of
these pressures by increas-
ing prices charged to cus-
tomers, helping improve

profitability.

Despite the overall slow-
down, export demand re-
mained a positive
contributor to growth.
Companies reported
stronger business from
key overseas markets, par-
ticularly the United Arab
Emirates (UAE), the
United
Kingdom (UK), and the
United States (US), pro-
viding support to overall
activity.

The survey also high-
lighted that business sen-
timent remained positive,
supported by expectations

of stronger demand, im-
proving market con-
ditions, competitive
pricing strategies, and
forecasts of increased in-
bound tourism in the com-
ing months.

However, confidence
among service providers
weakened compared with
previous months, slipping
to its lowest

level in seven months, re-
flecting growing caution
over the pace of future
growth amid challenging
market conditions and
softer customer demand.

Google Shakes up Al
Division as DeepMind
Chief Shifts Role

NEW DELHI
Wakeup telangana

Google's head of Al,
Demis Hassabis, will step
down from his current
role to become Alphabet's
chief scientist amid a re-
shuffling at DeepMind
that will also include a
key engineer's departure.
Hassabis will take on two
new titles, Alphabet an-
nounced on Wednesday:
chair of DeepMind and
chief scientist of Alpha-
bet. The change "will
allow me to focus on
long-term strategy, and
accelerating scientific
breakthroughs, including
leaning into my work at
Isomorphic to help cure
disease," Hassabis wrote
in a social media post.
Isomorphic Labs is an
Al-powered drug discov-
ery lab that spun out from
DeepMind in 2021. In
2024, Hassabis won a
Nobel Prize in chemistry.
As part of the shake up,
DeepMind's chief technol-
ogy officer and chief Al
architect Koray Kavuk-
cuoglu will become the
division's senior vice pres-
ident and oversee its oper-
ations including the
development of Google's
flagship frontier models
and products which are

known as Gemini.
Longtime Google engi-
neer Jeff Dean is also
leaving the company after
nearly three decades to
"try something new, and
we're excited to support
him in that," Google CEO
Sundar Pichair said in a
blog post announcing the
news. Hassabis co-
founded DeepMind in
2010, and four years later,
Google bought the re-
search lab for $650 mil-
lion, according to reports
at the time.

His co-founder, Mustafa
Suleyman, is currently the
chief of Microsoft's Al
segment. Google is com-
peting for customers
alongside other major Al
developers including Mi-
crosoft, OpenAl, Anthro-
pic and Meta, as well as
DeepSeek and Moonshot
in China.

The industry is also chas-
ing a theoretical milestone
known as advanced gen-
eral intelligence (AGI),
which is a point when Al
software matches the ca-
pabilities of human think-
ing. "I've been working
towards AGI my whole
life and now, like many of
you, I feel it is close at
hand," Hassabis wrote in
Wednesday's blog post.

BHEL, Nallagandla Students
Bag 60 Awards atSIP Prodigy

Old MIG, BHEL & Nallagandla Centres Excel at SIP Abacus State Prodigy 2026, Bag 60 Awards

HYDERABAD
Wakeup telangana

Students from the Old
MIG, BHEL and Nalla-
gandla SIP Abacus Cen-
tres delivered an
exceptional performance
at the SIP Abacus State
Prodigy 2026 competition,
held on July 12, bringing
laurels to their centres by
winning 60 awards across
various categories.

The prestigious state-

level competition wit-
nessed the participation of
more than 3,200 students
from SIP Abacus institutes
across Telangana, making
it one of the largest and
most competitive editions
of the event.

The remarkable achieve-
ment of the Old MIG,
BHEL and Nallagandla
centres reflects the ded-
icated efforts of Franchise
Owner Munmun and her
team of instructors, who

trained the students to
excel in speed, accu-
racy and mental cal-
culation skills.

Many of the award-
winning students
were first-time partic-
ipants at the junior
level and impressed
judges with their
confidence, concen-
tration and excep-
tional mental 7
arithmetic abilities.
Their performances

demonstrated the effec-
tiveness of systematic
abacus training in devel-
oping strong analytical
and cognitive skills from
an early age.

Expressing her happiness
over the outstanding re-
sults, Franchise Owner
Munmun thanked all the
students, parents and
teachers for their unwa-
vering trust, commitment
and support. She said the
success was a

sult of consistent practice,
disciplined learning and
the collective efforts of
the entire team.

She also emphasised that
SIP Abacus not only en-
hances mathematical abil-
ities but also improves
memory, concentration,
visualization, listening
skills and overall brain de-
velopment, helping chil-
dren perform better
academically and in ev-

eryday life.

The impressive perform-
ance at the SIP Abacus
State Prodigy 2026 once
again highlights the com-
mitment of the Old MIG,
BHEL and Nallagandla
centres to nurturing young
talent and empowering
children with lifelong
learning skills through
structured mental arith-
metic training.
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Remo Fernandes announces
retirement from
live performances

umma Humma”
singer and musician

Remo Fernandes an-

nounced at a concert
in London that it would be his last
live performance, saying a minor
stroke and vertigo had taken their

toll and he could no longer play

the flute and guitar as he used to.

Fernandes, best known for

blending world music influences
into a distinctive sound, made an

emotional speech before the
hour-long concert earlier this

week to explain why he now has
to perform while sitting on a chair.
“Now sitting down and perform-
ing is not really my cup of tea. So

that’s why | decided to call it a

day and to stop performing,” Fer-

nandes told the crowd at Cran-
ford Community College in
Hounslow.

“Some years ago, after | took the
third COVID vaccine, | suffered a

minor stroke. And that stroke
gave me some problems in the

use of my fingers. So that made

my guitar playing and my flute
playing a bit difficult. And it was
not as it used to be before.
“And then last year, | suffered

from vertigo. | had a bad fall, for

which | had to undergo surgery
on my cranium.”

Fernandes said his doctor told
him that he could not perform
while standing, and that was

when he decided to end his jour-

He said there were two reasons
why he decided to perform one
final time at the UK-Goan Festi-
val.

“I was supposed to perform here
last year, but | could not perform
because of my operation. And the
president of Goan UK, Mr Ravi
Vaz, was kind enough to invite
me again this year. And this year,
| didn’t want to say no. | could not
say no. So here | am,” he said.
The second reason was that he
had wanted to perform before

Goans in the UK for a long time.
“Finally, my wish has come true.
And I'm going to be performing
for you. And | wish to apologise
for the fact that my fingers are not
what they used to be. My throat is
not what it used to be. And | have
to sit down and perform,” he said.
For the next hour, Fernandes
took the audience on a trip down
memory lane by performing the

sation, from “Maria Pitache” to
‘Humma Humma”.

Fernandes is best known for
blending Goan, Portuguese, rock,
pop, Latin, reggae and world
music influences into a distinctive
sound.

Born on May 8, 1953, in Goa,
Fernandes studied architecture at
Sir J J College of Architecture in
Mumbai before choosing music
as a full-time career.

He rose to prominence in the
1980s, long before India’s inde-
pendent music scene became
mainstream..His English-lan-
guage albums, including his
debut “Pack That Smack” (1986)
and “Bombay City”, established
him as one of India’s leading rock
musicians, while songs such as
“‘Bombay City”, “Mr Minister” and
“‘Down with Brown” became cult
classics.

Fernandes achieved nationwide
fame with playback hits including
‘Humma Humma” (“Bombay”),
“Huiya Ho” (“Khamoshi: The Mu-
sical”), “Pyaar To Hona Hi Tha”,
“O Meri Munni” and “Signal’.
Over the years, he has per-
formed alongside or shared the
stage with internationally re-
nowned musicians, including
members of Queen and Led Zep-
pelin, and has toured extensively
across India and abroad.

Apart from music, he has acted
in films such as “Ek Villain”,

ney as a live performer.

songs that made him a pop sen-

“‘Bombay Velvet” and “99 Songs”.

Social media mfluencer

Shreya Kalra lifts

Lock Upp 2 trophy

MUMBAI
Wakeup telangana

After going through 6
weeks of an emotional
rollercoaster, social
media influencer
Shreya Kalra finally
lifted the trophy of
‘Lock Upp 2: Sach Ya
Sazaa’.

Shreya’s journey on
the show has been a
blast, garnering praises
from both the viewers
and co-contestants.

Television actress
Shivangi Joshi
emerged as the first
runner-up of the real-
ity show, while Yogesh
Rawat became the sec-
ond runner-up.

Ram Kapoor and
Shilpa Shinde, two
strong contenders of
the show, got evicted
extremely close to the
finish line.

All the top 5 con-
tenders — Shreya, Shi-
vangi, Yogesh, Ram,
and Shilpa were asked
to make a puzzle. The
contestant with the
most incorrect pieces
would be evicted. Ram
Kapoor lost the task,
leaving Shilpa,
Shreya, Shivangi, and
Yogesh to fight for the
trophy.

Next, Yogesh was
asked to convince
Shilpa, Shreya, and
Shivangi to pick the
box that said ‘ter-

minated’. Shilpa made
the wrong choice and
lost the challenge.

The top 3 finalists —
Shreya, Shivangi, and
Yogesh were asked
some difficult ques-
tions from the media
as well as the jury
comprising of actors.
Awez Darbar accused
Shreya of influencing
her ex-flame to make
certain claims about
him while he was a
contestant on ‘Bigg
Boss 19°, affecting his
image on social media.
Actress Mannara
Chopra demanded
clarification from Shi-
vangi on her equation
with fellow contestant
Harshad Chopda. Shi-
vangi was also ques-

tioned about manipu-
lating Harshad into
giving up his spot in
the finale to make her
the Ist finalist.

Additionally, Yogesh
was also slammed for
his arrogance and atti-
tude during the show.
As the jury voted, Yo-
gesh was out of the
race as the winner of
‘Lock Upp 2’

Once Shreya and Shi-
vangi bagged the top 2
spots, ex-contestants,
jury, and the jailers —
Farah Khan and Ri-
teish Deshmukh voted.
After Shreya received
the maximum number
of votes, she was de-
clared the winner for
this season of the
show.

'Decertful Infantino

'Must Go', Says Luis Figo

LONDON
Wakeup telangana

Former Real Madrid and
Barcelona star Luis Figo
has called for "deceitful"
Gianni Infantino to quit
as pressure mounts on the

under-fire FIFA president.

Infantino is fighting to
save his job after a fierce
backlash against his plan
to sell off stakes in the
World Cup. The 56-year-
old wanted to sell a 20
per cent stake in the
World Cup to private
equity investors through
his FIFA Forward Enter-
prise.

The plan sparked a cas-
cade of criticism for In-
fantino and has been
rejected by three con-
tinental confederations,
forcing the FIFA chief to
ditch his divisive idea. In
a bid to win back support
after his divisive plot, In-
fantino held emergency
talks with other FIFA di-
rectors in Morocco on
Wednesday, a source told
AFP. But former Portugal
forward Figo heaped
pressure on Infantino as
he blasted the plan and
demanded his resigna-
tion.

"I could write 10,000
words on the problems at
FIFA. But the solution
needs only three: Infan-

tino must go," Figo wrote
in the Daily Mail on
Wednesday. "I have loved
football all my life. [ was
a professional player for
20 years. And believe me,
I have met some rogues
in my time in the game.
"But what I have seen ex-
posed in the last 10 days
is the lowest, most deceit-
ful and cravenly self-in-
terested behaviour I have
ever witnessed.

"The man who would do
that -- the man who
would try to force
through such major
changes just to enrich
himself and his friends --
is a relic of the game's
past and should have no
part in its future." Infan-
tino had defended his
proposal by claiming it
would increase revenue
for all FIFA member na-
tions. But his attempt to
rush through the deal
without consulting Foot-
ball Associations across
the world, along with

concerns about poten-
tially playing an in-
creased World Cup every
two years instead of
every four, sparked a fu-
rious backlash.

Several senior FIFA offi-
cials -- including former
Arsenal manager Arsene
Wenger -- have lam-
basted Infantino's behav-
iour. Figo, who pulled out
of the race to become
FIFA president in 2015,
wants Infantino to step
down immediately rather
than wait for his attempt
to be re-elected next year.
"Infantino has debased
the office of FIFA pres-
ident that he promised to
elevate," said Figo, who
won a host of trophies in
his glittering playing ca-
reer. "He has lied, de-
ceived and tried to
feather his own nest at
the expense of the game
he is supposed to serve."
The 53-year-old added:
"He has lost the support
of his senior staff, his
closest advisers, the vast
majority of people who
devote their lives to this
sport and even, it would
seem, the FIFA Peace
Prize winner (US pres-
ident Donald Trump). "It
is too late to save his dig-
nity but it is not too late
to save football. He
should go. Now."

Ayush Shetty draws defending
champion Shi Yuqgi in BWF
World Championships opener

NEW DELHI
Wakeup telangana

The Indian medal hope-
fuls were handed a tricky
draw for the BWF World
Championships 2026 to
be played at the Indira
Gandhi Stadium here
from August 17-23 with
Asian Championships
silver medallist Ayush
Shetty pitted against de-
fending champion and top
seed Shi Yuqi of China in
the men’s singles opening
round.

Among the other Indians,
former world champion
PV Sindhu will open her
campaign against world
number 141 Sophia Nobel
of Ireland while 2022
world championships
bronze medallist Lakshya
Sen will face Collins Val-
entine Filimon of Austria
in the men’s singles first
round and could face sec-
ond seed Kunlavut Vitid-
sarn of Thailand in the
pre-quarterfinals.

In the men’s doubles
draw, fifth seeds Satwik-
sairaj Rankireddy and

D — A DN,

R

-

NEW DELHI 2026

Chirag Shetty have a bye
in the opening and will
play the winners of the
match between Alexander
Dunn and Adam Pringle
of Scotland and Thai-
land’s Chaloempon Cha-
roenkitamorn and
Worrapol Thongsa-Nga.
India is hosting the BWF
world championships after
a gap of 17-years and the
live draw took place in the
National Capital on Wed-
nesday. Speaking on the
occasion, Badminton As-
sociation of India general
secretary Sanjay Mishra
said, “That over Rs. 20
crore have been spent on
refurbishing the Indira

Gandhi Multipurpose In-
dore Stadium for the
Championships and is
confident that the hosting
of the event will set new
standards for world bad-
minton.”

While India is aiming to
win multiple medals on
their home turf, all eyes
would be on five-time
world championships
medallist PV Sindhu, who
has struck form in the run-
up to the Championships
by winning the Japan
Open last month.

Sindhu has managed to
avoid the likes of world
number one An Se Young
of South Korea and de-

fending champion Akane
Yamaguchi of Japan be-
fore the medal rounds.
Though placed in the
same half as Young,
Sindhu is likely to meet
China’s third seed Wang
Zhi Yi in the pre-quarter-
finals with a possible last
eight clash against sixth
seed Putri Wardani of
Indonesia.

For Satwik and Chirag,
the first real challenge is
expected to come from the
12th seeded Indonesian
pair of Raymond Indra
and Nikolaus Joaquin,
who reached the finals of
the Indonesia Open in
June this year.

Speaking immediately
after the draw ceremony,
chief coach Pullela Gopic-
hand pointed out that the
men’s singles category
was one of the most open
event in terms of number
of players who could go
on to win the title.
“Overall it looks like a
good draw from an Indian
perspective. It will be a
big first round clash be-
tween Shi Yuqi and Ayush
Shetty and given Ayush’s
attacking game it is better
to play Shi first up than
later in the tournament,”
he added.Ayush has lost to
the reigning world cham-
pion in all their three
meetings but has run the
Chinese close when they
met earlier
in the draw.

Among the other Indians
in fray, Unnati Hooda will
face Thet Htar Thuzar of
Myanmar in the opening
round with a possible
clash against 13th seed
Michelle Li of Canada in
the second round.
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Revanth Reddy meets US envoy:
seeks more visas for students

3

HYDERABAD
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Telangana Chief Minister
A. Revanth Reddy on
Wednesday met Sergio
Gor, the US Ambassador
to India, in New Delhi
and sought stronger co-
operation between Telan-
gana and the United
States in education, em-
ployment, investment,
technology and research.
During the 30-minute
meeting, the Chief Minis-
ter highlighted the grow-
ing number of Telangana
students pursuing higher
education in the United
States and urged the am-
bassador to facilitate an
increase in student visas.
He also requested meas-

ures to ensure timely visa
appointments and quicker
access to visa interview
slots, which would help
students avoid delays in
joining universities.
Revanth Reddy also
raised concerns over the
challenges faced by Te-
langana-origin profes-
sionals working in the US,
particularly with H-1B

visa processing, renewals
and visa stamping proce-
dures. He suggested that
the US government share
advance information on
any changes in visa regu-
lations so that students
and professionals can pre-
pare accordingly and
avoid unnecessary incon-
venience.

The Chief Minister em-

phasized Telangana’s
emergence as one of
India’s leading investment
destinations and invited
greater participation from
US companies. He said
the state offers immense
opportunities in sectors
such as Information Tech-
nology, Artificial Intelli-
gence, life sciences,
pharmaceuticals, start-
ups, research and other
emerging technologies.
He assured the ambassa-
dor that the Telangana
government is committed
to creating a business-
friendly environment for
global investors.

Revanth Reddy also
sought the ambassador’s
support in establishing
stronger academic part-

nerships between univer-
sities in Telangana and the
United States. He said
such collaborations would
benefit students, research-
ers and institutions
through joint research, in-
novation and academic
exchange programmes.
Highlighting the cultural
connection between Te-
langana and the United
States, the Chief Minister
noted that Telugu is
among the fastest-grow-
ing Indian languages in
America. He appreciated
Ambassador Sergio Gor’s
understanding of Indian
history and culture, as
well as his interest in Te-
langana’s traditions, cui-
sine and heritage.

‘Revanth Reddy’ number
plate spotted in Dilsukhnagar

HYDERABAD
Wakeup telangana

A car number plate with
just “Revanth Reddy”
written on it instead of the
registered number has
caused quite a stir, with
no police action initiated
yet.

The Honda City Sedan
was spotted by locals
around the Dilsukhnagar
area in the Malkajgiri
Commissionerate. With
no official statement from
the authorities, online
users have questioned the
varied police action as Te-
langana officials have re-
cently intensified a
crackdown on illegal, un-

number plates.The car
also had a picture of the
Telangana Chief Minister
with the text, “Telangana
Tiger.”

When Media contacted
Saroornagar police station
under which Dilsuknagar
falls, the officers said they

dent. “We didn’t receive
any complaints regarding
this,” said an officer.

The traffic police offi-
cials requested the photo-
graph to be shared for
verification as they too
were unaware. Telangana
police has intensified a
drive against number plate
violations, with six cases
of fake number plates
recorded in one week
alone in the Hyderabad
police commissionerate.
Amid a rise in such vio-
lations, Traffic police offi-
cials have warned citizens
to use only government-
approved High Security
Registration Plates
(HSRPs).

CPGET 2026 results declared;
93.54 per cent qualify

HYDERABAD
Wakeup telangana

Kakatiya University on
Wednesday declared the
Common Post Graduate
Entrance Tests (CPGET)
2026 results, with 93.54
per cent of the students
qualifying the examina-
tions for admission to 39
PG programmes offered
by the conventional uni-
versities in the state. A
total of 52,697 candidates
registered, 45,462 ap-
peared and 42,526 qual-
ified.

The results, released by
TGCHE Chairman Prof. V
Balakista Reddy, Kakatiya
University Vice Chancel-
lor Prof. K Pratap Reddy
and CPGET 2026 Con-

vener Prof. Rajendra
Katla, were made avail-
able on the website
https://cpget.tgche.ac.in/.
This time, no entrance
tests were conducted for
admissions to six PG pro-
grammes — Arabic, Seri-
culture, Theatre Arts,
Marathi, Persian and Elec-
tronics — as the applica-
tions received were fewer
than the number of seats
available in those pro-
grammes. According to
officials, the admission
notification will be issued
in the third week of Au-

Congress govt defends 22A listings
amid complaints from private owners

HYDERABAD
Wakeup telangana

Facing growing com-
plaints from citizens that
legally held and autho-
rised properties were
being placed in the 22A
prohibited list, the Con-
gress government has
sought to defend its
record, insisting that no
genuine landowner or
poor person would be de-
nied their rights.

The government’s defen-
sive stance comes amid
complaints and media re-
ports, including news ar-
ticles published by the
Telangana Today news-
paper, over 22A listings.
A high-level review
meeting was chaired by
Revenue Minister Pon-
guleti Srinivas Reddy on
Wednesday, involving of-
ficials from Hyderabad,
Rangareddy and Sanga-
reddy districts and other
departments.

Srinivas Reddy said the
government had not delib-
erately added even a cent
of land to the prohibited
list since assuming office
and dismissed reports that
undisputed private proper-
ties were being included
to trouble people as com-
pletely untrue. He di-
rected officials to
scrutinise every case
based on records, facts
and legal provisions and
remove eligible lands
from the prohibited list
wherever warranted. Ap-
plications and grievances,
including those received
through Prajavani, must
be disposed of within the
prescribed timelines.

He also directed officials

to comply with High
Court directions and com-
plete proceedings in 22A
disputes within 45 days.
While stressing that gov-
ernment land must be pro-
tected from illegal
transactions, registrations
and encroachments, he
said district collectors
have the authority to take
final decisions on 22A
lands.

However, the minister’s
repeated assurances that
genuine private land had
not been wrongly listed
indicated the scale of pub-
lic concern over the issue.
The government’s empha-
sis on case-by-case scru-
tiny and time-bound
disposal also suggests that
the administration is now
under pressure to address
complaints without allow-
ing the protection of gov-
ernment land to become a
reason for denying legiti-
mate private property
rights.

AP Planning to Rob Telangana's Godavari
Water, Revanth Must Answer: Harish

HYDERABAD
Wakeup telangana

Former irrigation minister
and senior BRS leader T.
Harish Rao on Wednesday
alleged that Andhra Pra-
desh was pushing to rob
Telangana of its Godavari
river water rights and
questioned the silence of
the state government on
this issue. Addressing a
press conference, Harish
Rao accused the Congress
government, particularly
Chief Minister A. Revanth
Reddy, of watching si-
lently as AP sought a re-
view of clearances
granted to several major
projects in Telangana on

Godavari river.

He said the Godavari
River Management Board
(GRMB) was scheduled
to meet in Hyderabad on
August 18, and the agenda
proposed by AP, was a di-
rect threat to seven proj-
ects of Telangana
—including the Kalesh-
waram lift irrigation
scheme, Choutuppal Ha-
numantha Rao project,
Chinna Kaleshwaram,

kunta Vagu, Kadem
Gudem and the Sitarama
lift irrigation scheme. “In
all, AP is threatening to
rob Telangana of 383 tmc
ft of water from the Goda-
vari,” Harish Rao alleged.
On the one hand AP
Chief Minister N. Chan-
drababu Naidu publicly
states he is not opposed to
Telangana projects but
AP’s official communica-
tions convey a different
position, the BRS leader
said. “Andhra Pradesh
had written to the Union
Government seeking in-
tervention regarding Te-
langana projects and had
now incorporated similar
proposals in the GRMB

registered and abnormal were unaware of the inci-

gust.

Chanaka-Korata, Modi-

agenda,” he said.

Tension prevailed at the Warangal collectorate on Monday
after members of the Akhil Bharatiya Vidyarthi Parishad
(ABVP) staged a protest demanding the release of pending fee
reimbursement dues and scholarships.
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Mohammed Azharuddin says Booth Level Agents working well in SIR

HYDERABAD
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Telangana’s Minister for Minor-
ity Welfare Mohammed Azha-
ruddin said on Wednesday that
Congress party’s Booth Level
Agents (BLAs) are working
well during the ongoing Special
Intensive Revision (SIR) of
electoral rolls in the state.

He, however, called for saving
as many votes as possible. Az-
haruddin said BLAs were doing
good work but stressed that
more people should register, as
the SIR process was not easy.
Meanwhile, with just five days
left to submit enumeration
forms, Chief Electoral Officer
C. Sudharshan Reddy urged

voters who have not submitted
their forms not to delay.

He asked voters to submit forms
with accurate and complete in-
formation, warning that names

may not be included in the draft
electoral roll to be published on
August 17 if forms are not sub-
mitted. As per the status report
on SIR on Wednesday (August

5), election officials have digi-
tised 77.77 per cent of the enu-
meration forms.

According to the CEO, forms
have been distributed to all
3,38,26,448 voters, with
2,63,05,904 (77.77 per cent)
digitised so far.

The Election Commission on
July 31 extended the deadline
for submitting enumeration
forms till August 10. Revising
the SIR schedule for the second
time, the poll panel extended the
last date for submitting filled-in
forms from August 3 to August
10. The deadline for rationalisa-
tion and rearrangement of pol-
ling stations was also extended
to August 10.

The draft publication of rolls

has been extended to August 17,
with claims and objections to be
filed between August 17 and
September 16.

Disposal of claims and objec-
tions will be from August 17 to
October 15, and the final pub-
lication of rolls is scheduled for
October 19.

The Election Commission had
earlier revised the schedule on
July 15. As per the schedule an-
nounced in May, the house-to-
house enumeration exercise by
Booth Level Officers (BLOs)
was scheduled from June 25 to
July 24.

The draft electoral roll was to
be published on July 31, with
the final rolls on October 1.

Instagram suspends Hyderabad
creator amid doxxing, casteist abuse

Court grants police custody of
trainee IPS officer in Hyderabad
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Hyderabad-based Telugu
content creator Ajay
Radha Kumar lost access
to his Instagram account
on Wednesday, August 5,
a day after a Hindutva
digital creator published
his phone number online
and triggered a wave of
casteist and communal
abuse against him. Insta-
gram cited a breach of its
intellectual property pol-
icy for the suspension, a
reason Ajay has disputed,

given the timing.

The 23-year-old, who has
built a following of over 1
lakh on feminist and Am-
bedkarite commentary,
has spent the past week at
the centre of an online ha-
rassment campaign by
creator TD Rakesh
Sharma. The trigger was a
video critiquing CJP-pro-
test posters that morphed
PM Narendra Modi’s face
onto women’s bodies,
content Ajay had criti-
cised for its sexism, not
endorsed. Sharma’s re-
sponse misread the video

as a defence of the
posters, an interpretation
Ajay says didn’t survive
translation from Telugu to
his right-wing critics.
What began as pointed
videos turned into tar-
geted harassment on Au-
gust 3, when Sharma
accused Ajay of “duping
women,” made casteist re-
marks against him, and
shared claims about his
family, including a fab-
ricated political post for
his mother. Sharma then
posted Ajay’s phone
number on the public.

HYDERABAD
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A local court on Wednes-
day granted the Attapur
police two days’ custody
of trainee IPS officer M
Uday Krishna Reddy for
investigation.

The police had arrested
Uday last week after a
woman trainee IPS of-
ficer lodged a complaint
against him, alleging that
he attempted to kill her,

12, 165

sexually assaulted her
and blackmailed her. The
police arrested and re-
manded him in the case.
They later filed a peti-

tion seeking Uday’s cus-
tody for further investi-
gation. The court granted
the police two days’ cus-
tody of him.

The police had earlier
recorded the victim’s
statement. The Sardar
Vallabhbhai Patel Na-
tional Police Academy
authorities had placed
Uday under suspension
after the case was reg-
istered against him.
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